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MEMORIAL RECORD
OF

ALABAMA.
CHAPTER \' 1 1

.

ALABAMA IN FEDERAL POLITICS.

By HOX. HILARY A. HERBERT, Montgomery.

EARLY POLITICAL PARTIES — SECTIONALISM — SLAVERY AGITATION —
COMPROMISE OF 1850— POLITICS UP TO 1861 — RECONSTRUCTION —
REHABILITATION LENDER ANDREW JOIINSOII — PROGRESS EROM 1ST 1

TO 1892 — PARTY ISSUES FROM 1874 TO 1892.

LABAMA, politically, was democratic from the organization

of the .state in 1819 down to the date of its ordinance of seces-

sion, January 11, 1-^61. Its electors, in 1820. appointed for that

time only by the legislature, voted for Monroe. The vote ofW the state was cast three times for .Jackson—in 1824, 1828 and

1832. and at every succeeding presidential election for the denu

ocratic nominee until 1860, when Breckinridge and Lane, states'

rights democrats, carried the state over Douglas and .Johnson, union

democrats, aud Bell and Everett, nominees of the constitutional union

part3LComposed of old-line whigs and know-nothings or Americans. During

the same period of forty-one years all of Alabama's senators at Washing-

ton, a decided majoritj" of her representatives in congress, and all her

governors, were democrats. .John Oa^de. who held the office from 1831 to

1835, is sometimes spoken of as the one ante-bellum governor who did

not .belong to the dominant part.v, but it appears from his official corre-

spondence with President .Jackson that, when governor, he rated himself

as among the stanchest democrats. The line, however, that separated

whigs iind democrats was not then so clearjy defined as it became in after

years. In subseiiuent life, probabjy without anj' material change of

opinion. Governor Gayle aligned himself with the whigs.

^ The Federal ])olitics of Alabama cannot be comprehended without a

brief glance at the origin and policies of national parties. There have
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IH MEMORIAL KECOUT) OF ALABAMA.

always boon in tiie Unitt'd States two tTreat parties—one aiming to con-

fine. the Federal government to the powers expressly and necessarily

granted in the constitution
,
the other contending for a more liberal or

looser construction of that instrument—a construction that \sould add to

the powers of the governinent by intendment, or that, in other words,

would permit the exercise of i)Owers inferable from the general purpose

of the constitution. These two parties began to take shape during the

discussions in the convention that framed the constitution. In this con

vention, 1787. there were many delegates, especially from the smaller

states, who were jealous above all things of any encroachment upon the

right of local self-government. The colonies had fought a blood\’ war to

establish their independence of Great Britain. They were now sovereign

states and their delegates were no more willing to surrender to a strong

central government in America the right to control the domestic affairs of

their several communities than they had previously been to submit to

such claims of the inothcr country. They insisted, therefore, on an

enumeration in the constitution of the powers of the Federal govern-'

ment on equal representation of the states in at least one branch of the

national legislature, and resisted fiimily every effort to create a consoli-

dated government. They were willing to have a more perfect union-
one that would protect against foreign invasion, would insure domestic

tranquility, secure the general welfare of all the states as such, and the

rights in each state of the citizens of the several states: but they wanted
a general government for general purposes only. So when the several

state conventions had met to ratify the proifosed constitution, those who
held these views, not being fully satisfied with the constitution adopted

in convention, demanded and oVjtained, as conditions of ratification,

amendments to that instrument intended to still inoi’e clearly define and

limit the powers of the Federal government. Each of the first eleven

amendments to the constitution looked in this direction, and notably the

tenth declared': "The powers not delegated to the United States by the

constitution nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states

respectively or to the x>eoide.
'

But there were others in the convention who were not so solicitous as

to the rights of the states. These, headed by Alexander Hamilton, were
deeply impressed with the failure of the government of the United States

under the Articles of Confederation to accomplish its purposes. That
government wliich had been in existence for more than ten years was
falling to pieces for want of power to enforce its decrees or even to sus-

tain itself by levying taxes. The purpose of the constitution now being
framed was to supplant this morilmnd confederation by a stronger and
better goventment. Extremists even advocated a limited monarchy, but

the more moderate only favored such a central government as, being
republican in form, should yet have absolute control over state govern-
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ments. Theii’ purpose t;us to consolidate and make of many .peoples one

people.

As a result of contiicting- views, the constitution of 17s9 came forth a

bundle of compromises, and immediately the friends of strong centralized

government began to invoke all such canons of construction as would am-

plify the powers of the new government, while those who had o]iposed con-

solidation now contended for a sirit construction of the constitution.

Hamilton and Jefferson re])resented these opposing views. Hamilton stood

for a strong central government. Jeft'ersDn f(->r strict construction and

rights of the states. They were both in Washington's cabinet “pitted

against each other like game cocks. ' and around these two illustrious

men the two great parties of the future began to form. Those whom
Hamilton led were called at first nationalists, but soon they became known
as federalists; their opponents called themselves republicans, afterward

democrats. During John Adams' administration the federalists were all-

powerful. and in an evil hour for themselves they were tempted to pass,

in 1798, the alien and sedition laws. The alien law, the republicans

regarded as an unconstitutional assault upon the right of personal lib-

erty, the sedition law the^^ denounced as an attack upon free speech. The
enactment of these laws startled the republican leaders “like the sound of

a fire bell at night.” Jefferson wrote and the Kentucky legislature

passed in 17tt8 a series of resolutions declaring fully the purposes for

which the general government had been formed, pointing out the limita-

tion.s‘ of its powers and defining the scope of its authority. These reso-

lutions created a profound impression, although it was not at the time

known that Mr. Jefferson was their author. Madison, all the time in

consultation with .Jefferson, wrote and procured the passage by the Vir-

ignia legislature of a very similar set of resolves. These were the cele-

brated Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798-9. The masses did not

fully respond, however, until many prosecutions and convictions under
these laws had demonstrated the des]iotic powers the government had
arrogated. Then the people rallied around Mr. Jefferson, elected him
president and put in office a congress that was in full s^unpathy with

him. Thus did the republican party come into power: and Pi'osident

Jefferson, in his inaugin-al address, laid down in language which was as

rhetorical and attractive- as that in the dt'claration of independence, what
has always been regarded as the most perfect enunciation of republican

(democratic) })rinciples ever made.'

The death knell of the fedcuail party had been sounded. It never
acquired power again and tlie time was not far off when the word Fed-

eralist was to become a term of reproach. So utterly was all opposition

destroyed that Mr. Jetferson and his political friends. Madison and Mon-
roe, occuqiied the presid(m1 ial chair for twenty-four successive _\’ears,

eight years each.

It was during the administrati(.)n of Monroe, that Alabama was, in
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1819, admitted as a state. Tlie constitution of the new state was framed

at Huntsville. It is tlie singular felicity of our form of government that

each state is a community engaged in studying for itself the i)roblem of

self-government, with the laws and institutions of its si.ster states as so

many object lessons for the guidance of its statesmen. Alabama, b'eing

the twent}’-third state, had tweiiA^-two designs to study. In addition to

this advantage the convention crnlled to frame her constitution, enjoyed

the counsel of many men of ripe experience and rare ability. AVilliam

"VVyatt Bibb, a delegate and afterward to be elected t!i.e first governor,

had been a member of congress from Georgia: Israel Pickens had served

in congress from North Carolina; 'William R. King bad represented North
Carolina in congress and had been secretary of legation at two foreign

courts. A number of otlier delegates had the benefit of legislative

experience before they removed to the new territory, and many of these

and still other delegates Avere to enjoy high honor in the future of their

state. William R. King, Henry Chambers, Gabriel Moore and Clement C,

Clay were to be United States .senators; Israel Pickens, John fvlurphy

and Hugh MeVay Avere to be gOA'ernors, and others to be representatiA’es

in congres.s, supreme court jmlges, etc.

With such adA'antages and Avith such a delegation in its conA’ention,

the neAv state could not fail to haA’e framed for it a most excellent consti-

tution of goA'ernment. Its people had come mostly from Virginia, the

Carolinas, Georgia. Tennessee and Kentucky. The fame of its fertile soil

and genial climate had gone abroad in these state, and the fioAver of their

adA'enturous youths had come Avith other men of A'aried culture and expe-

rience into this new land of 'promise. Nearly all these people Avere of

revolutionary ancestry, trained for generations in the art of self-gOA'ern-

nient. The jirospect before the voung state stretched out as ''liright as

a summer sea." True, its people had inherited shiA’cry, and this Avas

already" considered by h'ading southern men, likm .Tetferson and Heniy
Clay, as one of the protdems of the future. But Alabama Avas noAV a soa'-

ereign state and a member of a great union of states Avhich Avould }>rotect

her in carrying out her domestic polities. In the constitution of the

United States it Avas recited that one of its great purposes Avas "to insure

domestic tranquility".” and noAV, at the outset of the government of the

state Avhich came in during the era of good fe>eling. the most thoughtful

of her citizens siiav no danger in the future from the institution of

slavery. The coming time Avas to be an era of peace and good Avill, and
whatCA^er problems might arise out of the institutiijn of domestic slavery",

ethical, social or moral, the people of the state Avould Vie amply able to

settle in their OAvn Ava.y. Little did tliesi' ju'ople foresee that a fierce

crusade Avas to come from certain of their sister states and tliat the cru-

saders AA'ere to denounce that constitution. u])on Avhich they Avere rely"ing

to protect them in their right to regulate their oaa"u domestic yoncerns,

as a "league Avitli hell and a covenant Avitli death." But all this Avas in
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store for them. Anti-slavery agitation in tbe norfii w:is destined to be

met by counter agitation in the south. Criniina! ion was to ytrovoke re-

crimination. tbe fiercest passions were t<.' be aroused, and all was to end in

the bloodiest war of modern times. In ail the controversies that led .up

to this deplorable result, and more es)'eciaUy in those steps that immedi-

ately preceded the secession of certain of rite southern states, Alabama
jtlayed a notable part.

In 1820, one }'ear after the admission of Alabama, the anti-slavery

sentiment of the north began to show its poAve-r In resisting the admis-

sion of Missouri, tvhich had adopted a constitution authorizing slaveny.

The dispute Avas finally settled by Avhai is known as the Alissouri com-

promise, Henry Clay, being the author of the terms of the settlement,

which proA'ided that the state of Missouri should bo admitted Avitlnits

constitution as it Avas. and that slavery thereafter should not exist in any
portion of the Louisiana territory Avest of Alissouri and north of latitude

36° 30'.

Clay, Calhoun and a large majority of southern members of congress,

including all of those from Alabama, voted for this compromise. Air.

Clay, at that time, Avas a leading republican, the name by Avhich the party

wms then most generally knoAvn. “Democrat" Avas first applied to them
by their opponents, the federalists: “Jacobin democrats” they wmre
sneeringly' entitled, to liken them, on account of their radical AueAvs, to

the French re\'olutionists. The name “democrat" was ne\'er objection-

able to Jefferson, and it Avas not long before his folloAvers began to take

it up. though the name “rejjublican" continued to be used for many
years.

No political compromise eA'er ga\’e more general and immediate satis-

faction than that of 1"520. and it was patriotically supposed to be a final

settlement of the teiritorial question.

In 1820, congress abolished the s^'stem of selling the public lands to

the highest bidder on credit, and established a cash price for such lands

at 81.25 per acre. Many lands in Alabama had been bid off at ruinous

prices. The neAV law alloAved purchasers to make a part surrender and
retain so much of their purchases as the partial payment made Avould

entitle them to at the p)rice fixed by kiAv. These hiAVS afforded much
relief a.id the xVlabama delegation. particalarl.y Senators King and Wal-

ker, receiA’ed tlie grateful plaudits of their constituents for the efficient

services they had rendered in procuring their enactment.

The earlier republicans or democrats Avere opposed to United States

banks as being ixncoustitutional and inexpedient. .lefferson Avas esjxe-

cially hostile to such an institution, and the charter of the bank author-

ized in 1791 for a period of tw'ent.y years had been allowed to expire in

1811 without an extension. But the exigencies of the Avar of I'^lfi seem
to luiA'e couA’ineed President Itladison and his fricmds that suchdi bank
Avas both necessary and constitutional, and in U16, a soLojiid bank of the
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United States was chartered for a like period of t%\enty years. Strange

inconsistency I many democrats favored end a domocraric president signed

the bill, while the federalists for the most j.art 0]«})Osed it. As these

latter, however, had opposed the war, the.y now .seemed to think they

ought to oppo.se every measure that appeared to be an outgrowth of the

war, no matter how much thoj' raiidit have been previously committed
to such legislation.

In 1824, congrees increased tariff duties. Many members advocated

this increase avowedly for the sake of x>i’otecling American industries.

The leader among these was Henry Clay, who then began to be known
as the great axiostle of the "American system." But the xmhlic debt had
then grown to 8<JU.0o0.000; incrca&ed revenues were necessary and Presi-

dent Monroe signed the bill. xHabama, however, was always oxi^iosed to

the theory of xR'oteotion. King and Kelly in the senate and Owens m the

house sjioke against the bill*.

The rexDublican party had now begun to disintegrate. For years it had
been iiraclically without an organized op^iosition and it could no longer hold

together. The lines of clevage were somewhat like those that had
sejiarated democrats and federalists. 4'hose who, with Clay, believed in

such a latitudinarian construction of the constitutiou as would authoiize a

protective tariff and internal improvements, denominated themselves

“national reiniblicans. " Their adversaries continued to style themselevs

“democratic rexiublicans" or “democrats.” But the lines of sei)aration

were not yet comx)lete. and the whig |jarty as such had not yet come into

existence. In 1824, no candidate having received a majority of the elec-

toral vote, John Quincy Adams was elected iiresident by I'he house of

representatives. In l‘^28. congress again increased the tariff by what was
called the "'bill of abominations.” said to have been secured by a combi-

nation of manufacturing interests All the Alabama members took a

decided stand against this bill, but they did not, with Mr. Calhoun, suxiport

the subsequent attemx)t by the state of South Carolina to nullify the, act,

although there was more or less symiiathy witli tiie movement—espe-

cially in the x)art of Messrs. Dixon H. Lewis and David Hubbard of the

house.

In the election of 182s. which immediately followed the passage of the

"bill of abomination.'^. " General Jackson was chosen x)resideut. This was
understood at the time to be a victory for those oxq)Osed to jirotective

tariffs and internal inq)rovements. It subsequently lu’oved to be also a

trium])h over the hank of the United States, for President Jackson in his

first message began his war n])t)u tlie l:>ank and was able, during

his first term, by rallying democrats to liis x)osition and by the inteiqaisi-

tion of his veto, July 10, 1832. to defeat a bill to re-charter that institu-

tion.

Democratic anti-tariff .sentiment was not strong onongh in congress to

xei^eal the tariff act of h"'2b during eitlier of the first three .sessions under
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Jlickson'.s administration, but the debates in and out of congress had

steadily incraesed the hostility to that act. public opinion becoming much
inflamed—especially in South Carolina. Her senators and re]>resentatives

began to maintain in the halls of congress the right of a state to nullify a

law of congress held by the state to be unconstitutional and oppressive.

Mr. Hayne claimed, with much show of reason, in his great debate with *

"Webster, that this right was sustained liy the Virginia resolutions, which,

as has been stated, were written by iMr. Madison, and especially by the

Kentucky resolutions, of which }vlr. Jetferson was the author. It was also

asserted that the Hartford convention, rejiresenting those in the New'

England states w'ho were opposed to the then pending Avar w'ith England,

and especially to the embargo act, had taken the same position, the jour-

nal of that convention of January 4, 181,1, declaring, “That acts of con-

gress in violation of the constitution are absolutely void is an undeniable

proposition. It does not. however, consist Avith the respect due from a

confederate state toAvard the general goA'ernment to fly to open resistance

upon eA'ery infraction of ihe constitution." “But in case of deliberate, dan-

gerous and i^alpable infractions of the constitution aft'ecting the soA'er-

eignty of the state and the liberties of the peo^ile. it is not only the right

but the duty of such state to interpose its authority for their protection

in the manner best calculated to secure that end. When emergencies

occur AA’hich are either beyond the reach of judicial tribunals or two press-

ing to admit of the delay incident to their forms, states, Avhich haA'e no
common umpire, must be their own judges and execute their owm deci-

sions. ” Mr. Henry Cabot Lodge, in his Boston oration July 4, 1879, says:

“The union Avas never in greater peril than in 1814, AA’hen NeAV England
threatened secession unless the administitition and the ruling party yielded

to her demands.
”

- The presidential election of 18,32 Avas A’ery exciting. Henry Clay and
John Sargent Avere the candidates of the national republicans, as the

whigs Avere then called, and AndreAV Jackson and IMartin Van Buren. of

the democrats. Party lines Avere noAv distinctly draAAm. The recent dis-

cussions in congress groAving out of the tariff, nullitication and Jackson’s

“w'ar upon the bank,” had inflamed the public mind to a AA'hite heat.

South Carolina Avas getting rerndy for nullitication and took no part in the

election. Clay stood for the bank, the tariff and internal improA'enients—

-

Jackson Avas for a loAver tariff, against internal im[)roA'ements and against

the bank. He contended that the bank Avas not only a A'icious institution,

corrupting the morals and endangering CA'cn the liberties of the people,

but that it Avas also unconstitutional. All the power of the liank of the

United States, and it Avas said, of all the banks in the union, and cer-

tainly of all the manufacturing interests, Avas arrayed against him. but

Jackson Avas re-elected by an immense majority, and the incoming con-

gress Avas in full sympathy Avith him ou all these cpiestions. Ahil-Kima's

senators and reprc'sentatiA'cs Avere all democrats.
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The election was on the tirst Tuesday of November, but, notwithstand-

ing the result was such as to ])roinise speedy relief from the oppressive

high tariff of which she- complained, the state of South Carorma, in con-

vention asseml)led, on the 24th of November, proceeded to pass “An
ordinance to nullify certain acts of the congress of the United States pur-

porting to be laws la3'ing duties and' imposts on the importation of

foreign commodities." The ordinance declared the right and purpose of

the state to prevent the enforcement of these laws within its limits after

the first of Februaiy following, and the state was taking steps to carry

out this piuyose when President Jackson issued his celebrated proclam-

ation exhorting South Carolina to desist, denouncing nullification and
warning the people that he would use the whole power of the Federal

government to to aiforci; th'^ /airs.

The state continued her attitude of defiance and was organizing troops

and collecting munitions of war. The president earlj’ in January called

upon congress for additional legi.slation to aid him in enforcing the laws.

A blood}^ crisis was imminent, when Mr. Clay matured and both houses

passed his celebrated compromise tariff bill of Febrirar^^ 12, 1833, which
contemplated a series of annual reductiorrs, oire-terrth at a time, of the

tariff rates until the^' should be at 20 per cent., which was to be the

universal rate orr arrd after September 30, 1842. South Carolirra gave over

her project of resistance and the corrtlict that had seemed inevitable was
averted. In Alabama tire masses sustairred, as the courrtry rdghtfullj" did,

the jrosition taken bj* the presiderrt, although marry pronrirrent citizens of

the state were outs]i)oken nullifiers.

There is rro room in this article for even an epitorrre of the great argu-

ment of Jackson's proclamation agaiirst rrullification. Brrt it is to be

noted as arr irrstance of strikiirg irrconsistencj' that, rrcrtwitlrstandirrg the

firm and decided stand lie took against the attempt of a state to n'lt/ifi/ a

law of comjress^ President Jackson, nevertheless, permitted the state of

Georgia to nullify' a decision of the srrprenre court, a co-ordirrate depart-

ment of the general government, and did not make eveir a protest. One
George Tassells. a Cherokee half-breed, had committed a homicide within

the
I

limits of, a certain territory, claimed to be Irrdian. irr the state of

Georgia, and by a court of that state was condemned to be hanged. The
supremo court of the United States ipion writ of error dc'clared the con-

viction illegal and void, and it is related that the president thereupon

said: "John lM.irshall (the chief justice) has made his decision, now let

him enforce it." The state of Georgia defied the supreme court and Tas-

sells was o.xecuted Decembor 2'', 1830. The fact is that democrats in the

earlier days of the republic were very much disjtosed to treat with con-

tempt the decisions of the supreme court, taking their opinions from Mr.

Jefferson, who earjy declared that tribunal to bi' a “corps of sappers and

miners undermining our constitution."

We have seen that President Jackson, in the campaign of 1832, not
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content with havin," the people decide on the expediency or inexpediency

of the United States bunk, had also had them to declare that it was
unconstitutional, notwithstandimr the fact that the supreme court in

McCullough vs. ^Maryland had decidi'd otherwise. Thomas H. Benton, who
was the ri"ht arm of Jackson in his war against nullification, tells us in

his "Thirty Years in the United States Senate" (Yol. 1, page 24), that

Senator Gabriel 5Ioore, of Alabama, made a motion during the discussion

of the bank bill in 1832, "declaratory of the right of the states to admit

or deny the establishment of branches of the mother bank within their

limits. " This was after the decision in McCullough vs. Maryland on the

very point, and yet Mr. Benton tells us that he sujiported Mr. Moore's

motion and he gives his argument.

In 1833 a serious controversy arose between the authorities of

Alabama and of the United States, growing immediatelj^ out of the

killing of one Owens by the United States soldiers who were engaged in

removing trespass ers from lands within the Creek rsservation. It was
much like Tassells' case. The United States olticer denied the jurisdiction

of the state courts to try the soldier for murder, and a sharp corre-

spondence ensued between Governor John Gayle and IMr. Cass, secretary

of war at Washington. So angry and threatening did the controversy

become that the attention of the whole country was attracted to it. A
committee of young men in New York city offei’ed the services of a

company of volunteers to Governor Gayle and the state legislature

declared, bj" resolution, its approval of the position taken by the governor

in firmly maintaining the jurisdiction of the state courts. The president

sent down Mr. Francis S. Ke}", author of the "Star Spangled Banner”, as

special commissioner to negotiate with the Alabama .authorities. A
compromise was effected by admitting the jurisdiction of the state courts

over the soldier who kileld Owens, modifying the order for the removal

of settlers and providing for the early settlement of titles to the lands in

question.

In the canvass for the presidency in 1836. the whig party, destined for

twenty years to be the great antagonist of the democratic party, was in

the field for the first time under that name, with Gen. William Henry
Hari’ison. the hero of Tippecanoe, as its nominee. This party comprised,

within its ranks, a large .share of the wealthier class of voters, and. as

wealth gives educational advantages, it boasted also of the conservatism
and culture of its followers. The democratic party from the days of Jef-

ferson, its founder, has appiuili'il always by its pronounced democratic

teachings, more powerfully to tin' masses of the people. Thus it was
that Jetferson was sustained in his fight against Hamilton by the masses,

while the latter gathered into the folds of the federal party the same
classes who now comi)Osed the aominant element of the whig party. But
tlie wings never advocatt'd the exti'eme docri nes of the former opponents
of the democracy, and always resented the appellation of “federalists"
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when applied to them, as it often was. in the outer jiolitical contests

which were to follow. Indeed, there was at all times to be found in the

south a considerable number of states' riirhls Avhi,<rs. The wdiig's. how-
ever, as a party gave a more latitudinarian construction to tlie Federal

constitution and favored a stronger general go\ ernment than did the dem-

ocrats, whose politics pivoted on state sovereignty as the muniment of

local self-government and individual liberty. These lines, as distineruish-

ing the two parties, were clearly draw n in vlie canvass of 1^116. The whig *

platform favored a national bank, a protective tariif and internal improve-

ments: all these the democrats opj?osed, and they elected tlieir candi-

date, Mai’tin Van Buren, by a large majointy.

Alabama voted for Van Buren, all (he more heartily because it was
understood he was General Jackson’s preference. Her people never for-

got their debt of gratitude to Andrew .Tacksori. He was the hero oj the

Creek war; he had fought on Alabama soil for the protection of Alabama,

and subsecpieutly in Florida in order to give peace to her borders, he had
taken upon him.self by a stretch of military authority to hang those enemies

of her early settlers, Arbuthnot and Arnbrister. The eloquent philippic pro-

nounced against Gen. Jackson by Henry Clay, in which he pictured the

danger to our free institutions from the abritrary exercise of authority

by 5, military chieftain, only fixed the old hero more firmly in the affection

of the masses, for there is nothing that attracts the people more than

courage, especially when displayed in trampling under foot more or less

of law and precedent in their behalf.

From the day of her admission into the union. Alabama had been

represented in Washington by men of aliility and high character. .
William

R. King, noted for his polished manners, good judgment and fidelity to

every obligation, had been continuously in the United States senate from
the admission of the state. For the first three years his colleague w'as

John W. Walker, a man of great talent and culture. These had been
succeeded by William Kelly, Henry Chambers and John iMcKinley, and now'

by Gabriel Moore. The delegation in the house at this period consisted

of Reuben Chapman, who subsequently became governor. Joab Lawler,

Dixon H. Lewis, afterward, senator, Jo.shua L. Martin, afterward governor,

and h’rancis S. Lyon, who was destined to endear himself to Alabama by ac-

complislang the difficult task of winding up satisfactorily the complicated

affairs of the state lianks.

The Alabama delegation in congress heartily supported Air. VanBureiVs
administration, including his sub-treasury scheme. This conteiu})lated

a sub-treasury and branches in wJiich were to bo deposited public funds,

and the establishnnmt of these finally conq)leted the divcjrce of the

government from the banks. The Alabama democracy also supported

enthusiastically the celebrated resolutions of Air. Benton expunging the

resolution condemning Pi-esident .Jackson for removing the government
deposits from the United States bank. This was considered “'a great
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triuniph^foi’ Jaelcson. aiul ]\Ir. King was no doubt highly gratified to be

in the chair as presiding officer of the senate when the resolution ]iassed.

But almost as soon as Jackson retired to private life, the tide began to

turn against the triumphant democracy. The great panic of 1?^37 came
upon the counti-y, bringing distress and bankripitcy in its train, begetting

the remarkable whig triumph of 1^-10. and eventually the bankrupt law of

1S42. The whigs attributed the panic to General Jackson's financial

policy, the refusal to re- charter the United States bank, the removal of

the deposits and the specie circular requiring all payments for govern-

ment lands to be paid in coin. The great contest between the whig and
democratic parties, tliat was to continue in Alabama for many years, was
now fairly on. The state banks, notwithstanding extravagant issues to

them of state bonds, like the banks all over the Union, had suspended
specie jiayment. Coin was exceedingly scai’ce and the specie circular

was a heavy burden for the party to carry.

In 1838, George W. Crabb. a whig, was elected from the Tuscaloosa

district to fill out the unexpired term of Joab Lawler, a democrat, and
not only was Crabb re-elected in but another whig. Mr. James
Dellett, a very able man, was this year returned from the Mobile district.

And now came on the great campaign of 1840. The issues were
already made up and the whigs again put General Harrison at their head,

the democrats re-nominating Van Buren. During the previous year (1839)

an angry and irritating debate had taken place in the house of represent-

atives- at Washington upon anti-slavery petitions presented by Mr. Slade

of Vermont, and southern democrats sought to avail themselves of the

animosities engendered by this discussion to aid them in the presidential

canvass. The Alabama senators. King and Clay, and Kepresentatives

Dixon H. Lewis. Reuben Chapman and David Hubbard, had issued an
address to the people of the state, in which they said: "The democratic

state convention in Ohio and most of the democratic conventions in the

free states have openly denounced abolitioni.sm. We challenge our oppo-

nents to show where a whig convention, a whig legislature, or any other

whig association in a non-slave-holding state, has uttered one sentiment

of disapprobation of the abolitionists and their incendiar-y schemes.”

But the battle was not to be fought on that line. Nothing could divert

attention from the financial condition of the country. The charge that

President Van Buren was using gold spoons in the White House, was
more potent than any apparition of the demon abolitionism, that could

be conjured; and to complete the discomfiture of the democrats, the ridi-

cule of General Harrison by a democratic editor now gave a final turn to

the canvass that nothing could resist. Denominating him a "harmless

old man," this luckless editor said that "if supplied with a barrel of hard
cider and a good sea-coal fire, he would be content to pass the remainder
of his days in his log cabin without as])iring to the presidency. ' Inshiutly

log-caV)ins, ornamented with coon skins and strings of red pepper, and

t
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supplied with cider barrels, appeared all o\ er the country. The latch-

strin" was always outside tlie cabin door to represent the unpretending'

hospitality of the farmer anti of his represejitative, the old hero of Tippe-

canoe, in his home. The whole country went wild with enthusiasm, that

grew and continued to grow during lhc many months of the canvass,

which lasted from January to November. In Alabama, Georgia. Indiana,

Ohio, and many other states, Tu'ctracted political gatherings were held,

lasting sometimes a whole weelc. The demf:i-raiS held their protracted

meetings also and strove manfully to stem the tide that was setting against

them, but in vain. Harrison secured 234 electoral votes; Van Buren only

sixty.

But Alabama had been saved and the democrats were disposed to make
the most of it. Governor Bagby, in a message to the legislature, recom-

mended that the five representatives to Avhich the state was entitled

should bo elected by the "general ticket system." This plan contem-

plated election by the state at large, and. as the state was democratic,

would deprive the whigs of repres'?>ntacion in congress. In his message
the govenror said: "'With the view to concentrate more perfectly the

political energies of the state, so far as practicable, and of consunrmating

the genuine states rights’ doctrine, I beg lea\e respectfully to suggest the

propriety of changing the mode of electing the members of congress by
districts, and of substituting, instead th<^reof. the general ticket .system.

Every state entitled to a separate and independent existence is supposed to

possess a sovereign will, constituted according to the theory of our govern-

ment. of the opinions and wishes of a majority of its people. This sovereign

will, when ascertained according to the provisions of the constitution,

forms after all the great operative principle of representative democratic

government. Hence in elections, whate-^-er method is most likely to obtain

an expresion of that will and to carry it out in practice, is tlie most con-

genial to the theory of our form of government. According to the theory

of our government, the people of the states are represented in the popu
lar branch of the legislature—the people of the states in theii' aggregate

sovereign capacity—and if it be true that the will of this aggregate sov-

ereign constitutes the great cardinal and distinctive feature of represent-

ative government, it would seem to follow, inevitaifiy. that wh'utever

method was most likely to ascertain that sovereign will and preserve it

entire, is most conformable not only to the spirit of the constitution, but

most conducive to the perpetuity of the sovereignty of the states," etc.

The suggestion was followed and the general ticket system was adopted.

The result was that, in 1^41, Payne, (’liapmau. iF.wvis. Shitdds and
Houston, all d<Muocrats, were elected, after a campaign in whicli the wliigs

inveiglied V)itterly against the general ticket system.

This system proved unpc^pular, and the legislaturt* of 1S42 rc-pealed it,

substituting a law dividing the state into seven congressional districts on
the "white l)asis, " or according to tlie wliite po})ulati(.)u. Up to the time

• \
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I

of the adoption of the general ticket system, representatives had been
apportioned to tlie several districts on the basis of the entire white and
three-lifths of the slave population. This was sipiposed to l)e in accord-

ance with the spirit of tlie constitution of the United States, which deter-

mined reiu’esentation "by adding to the whole number of free [lersons,

"

excluding Indians, "three-fifths of all other persons," meaning slaves.

The whigs, who were mostly from the large slave-holding counties

o]3posed "the white basis" with as much vigor as they had resisted the

bill to adopt the general ticket .system: but it became law in .January,

1843.

Gov. Arthur P. Bagby had been elected to fill the vacancy in the

United States senate created by the resignation of Gov. Clay in 1841, and
he was now re-elected for a full term at the session of the legislature

beginning in Decemlier. l'^42. Gov. Bagby was tall, of handsome and
graceful figure, had a fine voice, xdeasing address, uncommon abilities and
was quite an orator. He was a courtly gentleman of the old school. In

1848 he was apixjinted minister to Russia. Remaining there about a year

he resigned and resumed the practice of law in Mobile, whex’e he died in

1858.

The fruits of the great victory of the whigs in the elections of 1840 had
turned to ashes on their lips. They had working majorities in both

houses of congress, they -had president and vice-president, and now it

seems that whig politics was at least to be put on fair trial before the j>eo-

lile of ihe United States. IMr. Clay, who had confidently expected the

nomination of which General Harrison had deprived him. almost forgot his

disappointment. Harrison had carried off the presidency, but Clay had
organized the victory. A national bank was to be established, the sub-

treasury law repealed, the tariff made in'otective and internal improve-

ments to be fostered.

But President Harrison, inaugurated on the 4th of IMarch, died within

one month thereafter, before the convening of the extra session he had
called, and Vice-president Tylor became president. No vice-president up
to that time had ever been called upon to preside as I'resident and the

whigs, when they met in December. 1838, to nominate candidates, had not

been as carel'ul as -prudence would have d'u'tated. Tyler was not then

and never had been in full sympathy with their view’s. The first great meas-

ure tipon which the party had determined was a new United States bank.

Tyler vetoed the bill to establish it. A modified bill was sent to him, and

he vetoed that. The power of the party was broken. The cabinet went

to pieces. Every member except Webster, secretary of state, resigned at

once. Most of the whig nnunbers joined in an address to tiieir constitu-

encies reading their president out of the party, and in l'^42, their idolized

chieftain, "the gallant Harry of tlie w’est," disap})ointed and disgusted,

resigned liis scat in the senate. The whin's did pass, in 1''12. a bankrupt

law' and a law increasing tariff rate's, which was an abrogation of the

I
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comproniiso tariff law of 1S82. All the Alabama rnombors voted ag-ainst

the new tariff bill. The independent treasury law wa.s not repealed and

stands on tlae statute books to-day, having been for niany years satisfatory

to all parties. -

The passage by the state legi.slatnre of the law ot January. 1848, re-

districting the state according to tire white basis, so strenuously opposed

at the time of it enactment by tl\e whigs. left two districts, the hlobile and

the ISIontgomerv. fairly doubtful, and now began tne memorable contests

between the whigs and the democrats Avhich made these districts for

years the centers of political intere.st in Alabama.

The national democratic |datform in 1S44 favored the annexation of

Texas. The whig platform was silent on that C|uestion. but their candidate,

Mr. Clay, was understood to be against annexation. Looked at from the

.standpoint of to-day, it is somewhat remarkable ttiat this bold leader,' who
had been so aggressive in his advocacy of the war of 1812, so intensely

jealous of the powers of Great Britain, which was now known to have

been looking with covetous eyes u]>on Texas, and. who was so supremely

American in all his make-up, could have been induced to take such a posi-

tion on this question. Here was an immense empire on our southwestern

border, separated- from us only by arbitrary lines, already ra]hdrv filling

up with emigrants from these states. No one of that day was presumed
to understand the jieople of the United States and their temper better

than Mr. Clay, and he knew Americans to l)e adventurous, pushing, am-

bitious of territorial aggrandizement. But there had grown up among
the masses of the whig party in the north a wide-spread opposition to

the extension of slave territory. Yielding to this sentiment in his party,

and no doubt sincere in the belief that the course he was about to take

woidd be less provocative of sectiotial s+rife and more conducive to the

preservation of the union, the whig candidate opposed annexation, and

that was one of the issiu.^s on which he was beaten. Another issue, made
by the democrats in this campaign, arose out of what was known as the

Oregon question. The Ashburton treat}" of 1842 did not define the bound-

ary line that was to separate the United States from Briti.sh America on

our northwestern border, but left that question unsettled and Oregon o]ien

to the j<')int occupation of settlers from both countries. The democratic

platform claimed "the wliole of Oregon territory, which was siq)posed to

be bounded on the north by the line of r)4"’ 4i4' James K. Pollc, who was

the democratic nominee, asserted in his letter of acceptance our rights to

this boundary line, and so the democrats had as a po[mlar rallying cry,

"Fifty-four forty, or hglit." Another inqiortant issue involved in the

canvass was the tariff. It was fairly made by the democrats in their idat-

form, which re-affirnuMl that of H4tt, denying to the Federal government

the j)Ower to "‘foster one brancli of industry to tlie d«'triment of another, ot-

to cherish tlu' interests of one portion to the injury of another portion

of our common country,” but the vhigs had reason to complain of the
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manner in M'hich Mr. Polk treated the question during the canvass. He
wrote a letter to a Mr. Kane of Pliiladelpliia, which was capable of two
constructions. Mr. Polk's friends have made many elaborate explana-

tions of this letter, but the fact remains that, after its publication, demo-
crats in Penns.ylvania marched under banners inscribed "Polk. Dallas,

and the taritf of '4i, ' while democrats in other states were denouncing
this tariff of and proclaiming their intention to repeal it, as they did

when they had gotten into power at this election.

Polk and Dallas received 170 electoral votes and Clay and Freling-'

huysen 103. The campaign in xh.labama was very exciting. Mr. Clay,

during its progress, visited the state and his presence aroused every-

where among his followers the greatest enthusiasm. Notwithstanding the

death of Gen. Harrison, who had been the successful rival of the great

Kentuckian for the only nomination which could ever have secured his

election to the presidency, the log-cabin and the coon-skin, typical as

they were supposed to be of the lamented old hero of Tippecanoe, re-

,

mained in this as in subsequent canvasses, the. signs in which the whigs
sought to conquer. An amusing instance is related of the result of a

demonstration which an enthusiastic bod}' of whigs had prepared f<>r Mr.

Clay as. during this visit, he came up the Alabama river. The demon-
strators had gathered on the banks of the river near Claiborne, with log-

cabin and coon-skins and lire works prepared for a display that no doubt

would have been heartily welcomed, but unfortunately the boat was de-

layed until a late hour in the night, and, when it passed, the camp fires

had burned down, nature had overcome enthusiasm—the whigs on the

banks of the stream were asleep, and so was Mr. Clay in the boat. The
whigs in Alabama had })ut out their best speakers and employed their

ablest writers, but so had the democrats, and Polk and Dallas received

the electoral votes of the state.

From 1810 until 1^01, it was the custom in Alabama for rival candi-

dates, especially those .standing for congress, to go before the people in

joint debate. It was a wholesome custom. Such discussions try the

merits of candidates, educate the people in the principles upon which the

government is founded, and so instructed, voters are not easily led astray

by doctrines that cannot stand tlie test of reason. Conducted, too. as

they were in those days, when the high standard of honor prevailing

among' gentleman would not permit equivocation or deception, and when
the disputants, while fully determined not tc submit to insults, were care-

ful to keep within the limits (_>f the strictest decorum, these debates

tended greatly to keep alive that spirit ot chivalrous politeness which

was a i)eculiar characteristic of the soutlnu'uer during that period. The
discussions in 1><40 and 1844 were especially interesting and were lis-

tened to by large audiences. It is much to be regretted that the evil

days into wliich the country hdl, in lMi7-8. caused this custom of joint

debates to fall into (.lisuse.
,
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George S. Houston of Limestone had V^eon one -jf tlie representatives in

congress elected under the generrd ticket systum in 1811. He was now, at

the first election under the new a])porticniaenL. agaiii chosen to rei>re-

sent the district in whicli ha resided. He serve<l continuously, with the

exception of one term, 1849-51, until 1861, when he resigned with all

other Alabama members on account of the secession of his state from the

union. He was successively chairman of tlie military, judiciary and

ways and means committees, and in later years, governor and United

•States senator. Governor Houston was not an orator in the ordinary ac-

ceptation of the term. He had not tiie benefit of a clas.sical education,

could not trim sentences and balance tropes and metaphors, but warn a

speaker of uncommon power. His plain and ipointed argumemts. often

illustrated by striking ammdotes, went straight to the hearts of the

people and he was altogether one of the mosLetfective. before a popular

audience, of all Alabama's public men. Hemarkable also for his business

qualifications and his strict attention to committee duties, he acquired

great influence in congress, and throughout a long public career enjoyed

the confidence of the masses to an extent never surpassed in the history

of the state.

One of the now members of congress elected in 1843 was 'vViliiam L.

Yancey, the most gifted orator Alabama over prcduced. He was then

only twenty-nine years of age. had less than twenty years of life before

him, but he was destined during the brief period allotted to him.

although very little in office, to aoconiplish more in directing public

opinion and controlling events than any American statesman born in the

nineteenth century. John C. Calhoun, assisted b}* Hayue. iSIcDuffie and
others, had molded public sentiment far and wide o^'er the south in favor

of the abstract right of secession. It remained for kir. Yancey, who as a

young man of twenty years had stoutly opposed kir. Callioun's nullifica-

tion movement in Soutli Cai’olina. in after years, while a private citizen,

to do more than any other to energize throughout the south the doc-

trines of IMr. Calhoun and to consolidate the southern people in a mighty
effort to establish and maintain a southern Confederacy. JI)-. DuBose,

in his able “Life and Times of IVilliam L. Yancey,” gives an accurate

portrait of him: “He never electioneered in the ordinary sense of tlie

phrase. Xo liand met his witli a lurking suspicion tliat its frankness con-

veyed a bid for a vote. A neatly dressed man. habitually wearing a

smile, an admirable relator of anecdotes, erect. self-pois('d in all com-
panies. was this leader of the peo})le. He was not silent in company like

Patrick Henry, nor conr ivial at talde like I’rentiss. nor brilliant in the

jiarlor like Clay. His miml did not act in tin' length and breath of its

power until he came before his aiulience. Then it was, as Goethe says

of Shakspeare, ‘ as a watch seen not only through the crystal to the dial,

but through the dial, iut<; the machineiy in all its workings.'" He took

his seat in congri'ss iti Decemlx'r, Ull. The ipiestion of the annexation
(
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Texas, which had been one of the issues of the late presidential canvass

soon came up, and durinir its consideration i^lr. CIin<>'inan. a whig repre-

.sentative from Xortli Carolina, delivered a most scathing' speech against

it, severely arraigning the “southern agitators," who favored the admission

of the new state. iMr. Yancey’s reputation had preceded him and southern

democrats selected him to make reply to iMr. Clingman's imputations. His

pec'ch Avas simply Avonderful. Mr. Bailey, who took the tloor immediately

after it, declared it the most eloquent he had ever hoard in that liall. The
correspondent of the Baltimore Sun Acrote. “Great Avas the expectation in

relation to Yancey's talents as an orator, but it fell infinitel}' beloAV Avhat

truth and justice Avarranted: his diction is rich and tloAA'ery: he is at

once terribly seA'ere in denunciaiton and satire, and again OA'erpoAveringly

cogent in argument and illustration, but eA’er dignified and statesman-

like: he is comparable to no predecessor, because no one eA'er united so

many qualities of the orator: he stands alone, anti has attained a name
and an eleA'ation Avhich is at once glorious and unapproachable." This

was Avritten Avhen the mighty tones of Webster's A'oice were still reA'er-

berating in the land and Clay's eloquence yet moA’ing his hearers. The
occasion A\*as calculated to deA’elop the poAvers of the speaker to the

utmost. He Avas repelling insults heaped upon the people of his section.

The Avriter remembers Avhen a young man to liaA'e heard Mr. Yancey de-

clai'e in a A'oice sweeter, clearer and of more Avonderful compass and
flexibility than any he has eA'er listened to, “Patriotism begins at home.
It takes in first, those around one's OAvn fireside: then his neighbors, those

Avhom he knows best and loA'es most: then one's state, that XR'otects him
in his domestic relations, and afterward the people of the Avhole union.

’

Such Avuas his creed of patriotism. Here he AA'as replying to one aa'Iio had
heaped insults upon the iit'ople AA'liom he loA'ed best in all the AA'orld—and
this accuser a son of the south. He Avas in his element, for in Avithering

and eleA'ated sarcasm and indignant and defiant declamation, America has
]>erha]AS neA'er produced his equal, save only in Patrick Henry. A duel

resulted from the speech. Yancey promptly accepting Clingman's chal-

lenge. The first fire Avas harmless and fortunately friends intervened

and settled the difticulty.

Congressional elections in Alaljama prior to the CiA'il Avar Avere not

lield at the same time Avith the elections for president. Congress had
not then legislated on the subject. The state then lield such elections on
the first Monday in August, and in the odd instead of the even years.

Tlius it happened that no representatives from the state had been
eleetc'd to the extra session called by President Harrison to be held in

May, 1^11, and a special election Avas ordered by Governor Bagby. The
election for re[)resentatives in congress in 1841 Avas the first to take

l)Iace in the newly formeil INIontgomery district, destined to be for many
yeai's the field of liot debate betAveen the Aviiigs and dtunocrats. Tito dis-

3
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trict was carriod by James E. Belser. demoerut, o^ei’ his wliiy competitor.

Col. Pettit. Mr. Belser was a lawyer of shitiiri,y talent.s and high charac-

ter. These no doidit contribute J grreatly t<! aid him in overcoming; the

whig majority the district was then supposed to contain, l>ut he profitiKl

also by the position the whigs had taken on the question of the annexa-

tion of Texas and by the confusion into wiuich ihsy had fallen by reason

of the quarrel between congress and the president After .serving one
term, during which he acquired very considerable reputation, Mr. Belser

returned voluntarily to the practice of his jirofession.

At these elections took place a remarkable contest in the Talladega

district. The district was democratic and the nominee was Mr. Samuel P.

Rice, a young man wdio played afterward many conspicuous parts on
the stage of Alabama politics. A graduate of South Carolina college, a

lawyer of mai-ked ability, afterward to become chief justice of the- state,

a speaker of extraordinary forro and fluency and of w'onderful ingenuity,

genial and pleasant in his manners, possessing an unfailing fund of good
humor and supply of rare and ready wit. this young man was to pursue

in his long future a course so variable and changeful as to subject him
oftentimes to the severest criticism. But throughout his whole life,

his many shining qualities attracted ro him friends who never for a •mo-

ment doubted his sincerity or his patriotism. A democratic nomination

in the Talladega district, with the united support of the party, was equiv-

alent to an election, but Mr. Rice's previous relations to the state bank
were not satisfactory. Gen. Felix Grundy IMcConnell, who had beaten

bis \vhig competitor, Mr. Chilton, for congress in 1S43, and had now'

been beaten for the nomination by Mr. Rice, announced himself as an in-

dependent candidate. Gen. McConnell wms without the finished education

of Mr. Rice, and was not a student, but he had fine natural ability, in

mother wit wuis equal to his competitor, was liold and aggressive in de

bate, never sparing his adversary thrcugli any fear of personal danger,

and W'as })robably even more remarkable than his opponent for those

qualities that are attractive among the masses. Both these men w'ere

possessed of undoubted courage, and the campaign betw'een them at once

assumed the aspect of a rough and tumble "catch-as-catch-can" contest.

Immense crowds gathered everyw'hei'e to listen to the sp(’ak<>rs and ex-

citemnt i-au high all o^'er the district. An incident, that occurred soon

after it became known that iMcConnell had been elected, wdll illustrate

the peculiar character of the discussions indulged in during the cam-

paign. Mr. Rice w'as riding alone along a country road and saw Gen.

McConnell coming towara him als > on borse1):udc and unattimded. The bit-

terness of tlieir debates had so estranged the rivals that tliey w'ere no

longer "on speaking terms." As they approaclied each other, while Mr.

Rice W'as revolving in his mind whether lie should speak. Gen. McCon-
nell reined Ids horse across the road, liold t>ut liis hand and said: "'Well,

Mr. Rice, tlie ('lection is ov('r; ttu' peoide of tlu' bloody seventh have
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dfculod that, that as between you and me. they would take me as the least

of two evils. Xow. when I get to Washington and tell the people there,

who know what manner of a man I am, the princi]de on whicdi the peo-

ple selected me over you, what do you suppose they will think of 3'Ou?’’

Reuben Chapman, a man of high order of talent, and who had served

faithfully since his first election in 183,'j. was now elected to congress

for the last time, retiring at the end of this term to become governor.

And now there was another notable contest between the two parties

for supremacy in the ^Montgomery district. Henry W. Hilliard, who had
already acquired fame as an orator and who had but recently returned

from Belgium, where he had been serving as minister, was nominated-

by the whigs. John Cochran of Eufaula became the democratic candi-

date. Both were men of rare natural gifts, highly educated and of pop;

ular manner. Cochran, a great lawyer, was the more incisive and severe

logician: Hilliard’s style was more classical, ornate and captivating.

After an exciting and animated contest, in which large audiences met to

hear the siieakers everywhere throughout the district. Hr. Hilliard was
successful. He was re-elected without opposition in 1847, and was re-

nominated by his party in 1849. Against him the democrats nov,' sup-

ported .Tames L. Pugh, a states' rights wliig, who was also a man of

great ability and is now (h'-‘93) serving his third term as United States

senator. After another exciting debate between the champions of the

two parties l^Ir. Hilliard was again elected. Xo Alabamaian ever acquired

greater distinction in the congi-ess of the United States as an orator than

Mr. Hilliard, except Mr. A'ance.y. At the end of his third term he declined

to stand for re-electon. In 1845. Mr. Hilliard was the only whig elected to

congress from Alabama, but in 1847, the whigs also elected their nomi-

nee in the IMobile district, Ex-Gov. Ga3'le.

Franklin TV. Bowdon. who now served two terms in congress from
the Talladega district, was. intellectually, of all Alabama's sons, perhaps

the most gifted. He had not A’ancey's voice, nor was he his equal in

declamation, but he was as fluent as the master orator himself, and he

far surpassed him in the richness of his vocabulary and in breadth and

grasp of mind. Hilliard's style was not more classic, and Sargent S.

Prentiss was not more fertile in intellect. iMr. Bowdon was a victim to

the fatal habit of intemperance. His constituents, feeling themselves

disgraced by his conduct during his first term at Washington, expressly

instructed their delegates to the congressional convention that was to

nominate his successor, not to renominate him. When this convention

assembled Bowdon was at hand. A motion was made that he be allowed

to address it. After some debate,' it being pointed out that tin.' delegates

were instructed against him and they could not therefore nominate him,

he was permitted to si>eak. Wlnm he concluded the convention renomi-

nated him amid the wildest enthusiasm. His second term was unl'brtu-
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nately but a repetition of the first. Intemperance was a disease from
which he could not recover.

In l'^48. there died in New York, while on a visit to that city, one of

the moAt illustrious of Alabama statesmen, Dixon H. Lewis. He had
been continuously a i'e]>resentative in conitress from 1^29 until l'^44.

when he was transferred to the United States senate, where he continued

until his death. In the senate Mr. Lewis was, at the time of his death,

chairman of the committee of finance, as in the house he hnd been, when
he resigned his seat, chairman of the committee of ways and means. He
was jiowerful on the hustings and exerted a commanding intiuence in

congress, his splendid intellcet being mated with a character forceful

and spotless. He was a determined foe to protection, and perhaps his

greatest speech was on the tariff in l-'sifi. If the student of this question

who imagines he has discovered some new objection to a protective^tariff

will read this remarkable speech carefully he will be apt to exclaim

with Solomon, "there is nothing new under the sun."' The arguments,

so powerful with the voters of this generation, are all there compacted
and complete: even the trusts and combinations which modern means of

inter-communication and modern devices have enabled the beneficiaries

of the system to develop, are but illustrations of the foresight of his

logic. IMr. Lewis was the largest 'man that ever sat in the senate of the

United States. Theie was manufactured for his accommodation a chair

that after his death was never in use until brought forth for Senator

Daivd Davis of Illinois.

In the elections of 1848 Lewis Cass was the democratic candidate for

the presidency against Gen. Zachary Taylor, the whig' nominee. The
American voter has always been attracted by military heroes, and Ala-

bamians are certainly not exceptions to tliis rule. There was. indeed,

much about "old Zack. ' as he was called by his followers, to make him
peculiarly attractive. He had always been in the service of his country,

he had taken so little part in politics prior to his nomination that the

general public did not up to that time know to which party he belonged,

and it was even doubted whether he himself knew. But this much was
was known—that after he had won. with vastly inferior forces, the battles

of Palo Alto. Et'saca. Monterey and Buena Vista, he was superseded by
Gen. Scott; and it was charged and generally ladieved that a democratic

l)resident. IMr. Polk, had intentionally cut short his military career to

prevent him from develo])ing into a presidential candidate.

Beside all this. Gen. Taylor was a southern man and a slave-holder.

The democratic candidate was not a favorite in Alabama. He favored the

new doctrine, aftoi ward .called "scpiattor so\ereignty. ' that the first

comers in their legislative capacity might declare for or against African

slavery in a territory and thus exclude slave-liolders from going with

their i>roperty upon soil that was the common }>roperty of all the people

of the United Statos. James E. Belser, Samuel F. Kice, and niauy other
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<ltMuocr:its declared for Taylor, and Mr. Yancey, though he would not

vote for Taylor, refused to support Cass.

Shortly after the national convention had adjourned, Mr. Yancey was

attending court in Hayneville. His friends asked that he be allowed to

address a meeting that was being held in the courthouse during the noon

recess to ratify the nomination of Cass. The request was refused. There-

ii])on it was announced that Mr. Yancey would speak outside of the court

house, under an oak tree that stood hard by. Almost as soon as he began

tin* ratification meeting broke up. Everybody came outside to hear

Yancey.

The democratic candidate for the presidency was successful, but only

by iI41 votes majority. Under all the circumstances, it is a tribute to the

steadfastness of the Alabama democracy, that Cass should have carried

the state at all.

SECTIOXALISM—SLAVERY AGITATIOX.

It was, perhaps, the inevitable misfortune of our Federal constitution

that it did not. in some plain and unmistakable manner, settle the ques-

tion whether a state had a right to secede from the Union it had volun-

tarily entered. The bloodiest civil war in the history of the world would
have been avoided if it had been clearly understood that in all questions

and cases that might arise, the supreme court of the United States should

decide between the states and the Federal government. This, however,
the earlj' leaders of the democrac^n notably Jefferson and .Tackson, were
unwilling to admit. To submit to this was, in their opinion, to leave the

rights of the states absolutely at the mercy of the Federal government.
The first serious sectional dispute occurred when the New England peo-

ple sent their delegates to the celebrated Hartford convention during the

l)i'ogress of the war of 1S12. The New Englanders were sea-going and
commercial. The embargo act and the '^var itself bore hard upon their

interests, and their delegates went to Hartford to iirotest. and if possible

devise measures of relief. This convention debated with closed doors,

and while there has always been more or less dis^mte as to the purposes
and intent of those who had assembled, it is now quite certain that there

was in that noted assembly a decided disposition to obtain relief lyy re-

soi’iing either to nullification or secession. But with the declaration of

jx'ace this cloud passed over.

The next sectional trouble, already mentioned, was the attempt at

nullification by South Carolina
.
in 1^32. Population in the northern

states had even then incroasod more ra'))idlv than in the south; first, be-

cause their people were engagt'd in manufacturing and commerce, and,

secondly, because the immigrants who came to our shores fo\md in them
tin* climates to which they were accustomed. It is also a fact not to bo
oveilo(Jved, that agricultural regions, growing grain and pro\isions^ in-

^ite ;md will maintain denser populations tlmn similar areas di'voted to

tin* culture of cotton and tobacco. Tin* south Imd thus become the mi-
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nority st'ction. It.s pi"'ople felt, 'whether justly or not. that northern ma-
jorities •were robbing- them by the imposition, for their own purposes, of

onerous customs duties.- Hence the attempt by South Carolina to nullify

the tariff la'w of This difficulty had been tided over by the com-
promise measure introduced by jvfr. Clay in 183d, and now, in an-

other sectional crisis was upon the country. This was produced by the

all absorbing question of domestic slavery. It is true that one compro-
mise of this question, fathered by Mr. Clay, had already been made, as

we have seen, by congress, when, in 1-^dO, it admitted Maine without and
Missouri with slavery, and enacted at the same time that slavery should

be forever prohibited in the territories of the United States north of the

line 36'-' 3u'. This "compromise’' was obtained by the refusal of north-

ern members to admit Missouri with slavery, except upon condition of

such prohibitory provision. Southern men replied, that free states- and
slave states were all equal under the government they had voluirtarily

formed, and had equal rights in the territory to which this provision ap-

plied. It had been purchased, they said, with the common treasure, and
slave-holders had as much right as non-slave-holders to carry their prop-

erty into it. Many of the southern statesmen saw then the results that

might follow; that the time might come when congress would even claim

jurisdiction over the question of slavery in the states, and that this dedi-

cation of so many new states to freedom would in the future- give the

anti-slavery states a majority in both houses of congress. But the south

submitted, and the compromise for a time brought peace and healing.

The mind of the general public was not greatly excited even by the

heated debates in congress over the Missouri compromise. For many
years afterward voters both north and south were able to consider the

question of slavery upon its merits. Xo abolition societies had yet been
formed for the purpose of taking awaj^ from slave owners, without com-

pensation, the property they had inherited or acquired according to the

laws of the land. Churches in one section of the country had not yet

denounced their c'’iristian brethren of the same denomination in another,

because they tolerated slavery or owned slaves. It was still possible,

even in the slave-holding states of the south, to discuss and fairly consider

slavery either in its economic or in its moral aspects. Mr. Jefferson was
at that time living in retirement at his home. He had early avoAved and
never recanted his desire for gradual emancipation, yet he was the idol

of democrats all over the union, and slave-holders from the south visited

him at Monticello, animated on their journey with a spirit of reverence

almost aldn to that of Mahommedans on a [tilgrimagf' to Mecca. IMr.

Clay, the great leader of the Avhigs, had favored emancipation in Ken-
tucky. In ls<3il a bill for the abolition of slavery was postponed in the

lower house of the Virginia legislature to wait a deA'elo])ement of public

opinion only l)y a vote of G.'i to lI8. Not only in the border state of Vir-

ginia did tluu'e tlien exist, as e\'idenced by tliis vote-, a strong dc'sire to
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abolisli slavery, but even in the young state of Alabama, -where slave

labor was immensely profitable in the felling. of forests and cultivation of

cotton, the peo 2 >le are recorded as declaring in their legislative assembly,

in 18il7, that this institution which they had inherited was "an evil.
"

The legislatures of certain northern states had passed and transmitted to

Alabama resolutions looking to the general emancipation of persons of

color held in servitude in the United States. The general assembly of

Alabama, by joint resolution passed, on the first day of .January, 1827,

disapproved of the contemplated scheme, but it took no offense at sug-

gestions of its sister legislatures, as will appear from the temperate and
respectful language of the report of its joint committee, which was trans-

mitted in reply, and is here set out in full:

The select committee, etc., resjiectfully submit the following report:
They conceive that the subject is one in which the states, where the evil

complained of exists, are alone interested; that the frequent interference
of the non-slave-holding states, in a matter so i^urely internal and domes-
tic, is alike impolitic and incompatible with the rights and interests of
the slave-holding states; and that the dictates of policy forbid the too
frequent agitation of a question, which, by the constitution of the United
States and of the several slave-holding states, is beyond legislative con-
trol. Your com.mittee further suggests that if at any future day the evil

complained of becomes too oppressive to be borne, it will be the jDecuiiar

privilege, as well as the duty, of the slave-holding states themselves to

apply such expedients of relief, as their information may suggest and
their interests and safty may require, and. in determining the projier time
when this great work of policy and benevolence shall commence, they
conceive that the states most interested in the results can alone be the
proper judges.

The same legislatiu’e passed an act, approved January 13, 1827, inhib-

iting the bringing of slaves into the state, either for sale or for hire.

The purpose of this act was obvious. It is further to be noted that the

• statutes of Alabama abounded then, and indeed so long as there was a

slave upon her soil, with ju-ovisions intended to secure the humane treat-

ment of slaves, and juries were ever ready to enforce against those who
could be shown to have incurred them the strictest penalties of the law.

Of course there were very many in Alabama and in all the southern states

W’ho, during the whole of this period, from what they could see of slavery

and its results, believed it was a blessing, both to the whites and the

slaves. This, no doubt, was the majority opinion. But when one loolns

back ‘now at the phenomenal change of public .sentiment as to the mor-

ality and economic policy of slavery then in progress throughout tlie civil-

ized world and contemplates the completeness of the revolution wrought

everywhere by emancipation within the last halt century, the inference

seems clear tliat, if Alabama had been sim])ly let alone, if she had been

freed from all outside interference and outside infiuences, she would for

herself, as her legislature said, have determim'd upon a time when this

great work of policy and bem'voliuice shoidd comimmcc'. Tins she dt*'emed

to be her "peculiar }>rivilege. " Her int('rest.'> were tlirougliout the whole
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period in question tlioroii^hly identified with slavery. In 1S30 her white

population was IO0.411G, and lier slaves were 117,.Git). Nevertheless the

language in which her legislators re}died to those who suggested emanci-

pation was respectful, kindly and even sympatlietic. But the people of

Alabama were soon to be driven out of this mood b^" the intemperate

utterances and misguided zeal of abolition agitators in the non-slave-

holding states.

It is curious to trace the history of piiblic siuitiment on the slavery

question and the marvelous changes it has undergone since 1770. Slavery

had been put upon the colonies by the British government, in some
instances against the earnest protest of the colonists. The traffic in

slaves was profitable to Britsh merchants, and their government would

listen to no argument against it. In the convention of 17b7, however, the

states were to decide for themselves whether the African slav*.' trade

should be discontinued. George Idason and iSIr. ISIadison of Virginia,

and many other southern delegates, favored instantaneous inhibition. But
the trade was now profitable to New England ship owners who were

engaged in it, and some of the delegates from that section were unwilling

to prohibit the traffic. The inhuman methods of capturing the Africans

and the horrors of the middle passage furnished arguments against the

traffic much stronger than could be made against the continuance in bond-

age of those who were already enslaved, but selfish motives overbalanced

all these considerations. New Englanders interested in the profits of the

slave trade united with such of the southerners in the convention as were

willing still to buy the slaves for their farms, and after much debate over

many propositions a compromise was agreed upon whereby the trade

could be prohibited, after lb08. Delegates were much divided upon the

various propositions that were made, but di\ isions w(>re not upon sec-

tional lines. Nor was any argument wrested from the Holy Scriptures

relied upon in discussion. Indeed iqi to the beginning of the present cen-

tury, Christian peoi)le noai-1}- eveiywhere sanctioned and chris^tian churches

tolerated .slaveiw. If prior to that time there were any who Ijelieved that

teachings of the bible were against slavery, they wcu’e certainly in a help-

less minority. It is true the declaration of inde))endeDce declared that

“all men w’ere born free and equal," but slavery then existed in all the

thirteen colonies. These words, so oft('n since (pioted, were not intcndoil

to ajqfiy to persons of African descent. On the very day the declaration

was signed, .Inly 4. 177(), newspapers in Boston advt'rtised slaves for sale.

When 1800 had come, some of the more northern states of the union in

which slavery had never been ])rofilabl(>. having first sold otf most of their

slaves to their southern neighbors, had al)oli>hcd the institution. Still

there was nowhere any genoral conviction that slavcuy was in it self

immoral—much less that it was forbidden by the teachings of the Master.

It is true that, in 17hl. the Fiaui 'h assembly had (hnuau'd the imui uliate

emancipation of all tlu“ slaves in the Fiauirh West tndi(\s; but there was
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nothing about tliis act, either in the motives tha.t prompted it or in its

immediate or even remote consequences, ,to commend it to thoughtful

Christian jieople. It was accomplished by Robesiiierre, the bloody tyrant,

and Brissot, the fanatical orator, leading a people wlio bad dethroned the

God of the Bible and setup instead the so called Goddess of Keason; and

the bloody massacre of, and horrible outrages, upon the whites that soon

followed in San Domingo, the most horrible and appalling in all the annals

of time, shocked humanity throughout the world. Following this aivful

cataclysm—the extermination of the whites in San Domingo —that beauti-

ful and fertile island lapsed at once into a condition of idleness, sloth and

semi-barbarism, from which, during the whole century that has now
passed, it has made no recovery. Nevertheless, during the first four

decades of this century there was silently growing up throughout the

world a pronounced sentiment of hostility to slavery, based on both morlll

and economic grounds. In Great Britain, the foster parent of American
slavery, this sentiment made rapid headway, and under the lead of Wil-

berforce and Clarkson slavery was in 1838 abolished in the British West
India islands.

Tides of thought, like the currents of the wind, sweep over the world

and the change of public opinion in Europe betokened what 'vvms also go-

ing on in America. Emancipation took place in many Central and South

American states. In spite of the fact that in some of these countries the

resulting consequences, social and economic, were deplorable in the ex-

treme-, the subject took deep hold of the United States, both north and

south. The action of the Alabama and Virginia legi.slatures already

noted sufficiently, attest how rapidly the idea of putting an end to human
slavery was finding its way in the south. If it had been allo-wed to -work

itself out by natural development among the })eople who were to lie most
affected by it. if they had been permitted to consider the i[uestion for

themselves, devising in their own waj' methods that would be least harm-

ful to their economic interests and most conducive to their future social

and political welfare, the thoughtful student of the present day cannot

doubt that the enlightened and liighly cultured leaders of thought in the

southern states, who had already cauglit the spi^dt of the age, would have

devised and adopted in their own time some method of gradual emancipa-

tion. There were many obstacles in the way. and the steady drifting of

slaves from the nortiiern into the soutliern states, and tlie rapid natural in-

crea.se of the negro population in the.se states continually added to the diffi-

culties of the problem. If the slaves of the south had been suVijocted to

tlie liardships and crutdtie.s pictured in Uncle Tom's Cabin, and in other

books from which tlie readers of the present day gemu-ally obtain their

ideas of slavery in the southern states, the slave population could not and
would not liave multijilied as it did. Indeed, if tlie facts had been as

pictured, this populalion must have decreasml. and. in tliat way. theqirob-

IfUii would have been in a fair way to solvi' itself. It would thmi have
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been quite as easy to when their slaves had become relatively few in

number by natural decrease, fqr the southern states to abolish slavery as

it was for the northern states to declare universal freedom when they had
rid themselves of most of their human chattels by sale and removal.

Cruelty to slaves -was not the rule. It was the very rare exception, de-

nounced by severe legal penalties that were enforced by willing juries.

Self-interest and the instincts of humanity combined to improve the con-

ditions by which the slave was surrounded. There was an inter-depend-

ence between him and his master that made the relation between them
almost patriarchal. In every old slave-holding family -was the old

‘'mammy " on the retired list, when she would still have been on the

active, if free. But she had nursed “master " or “mistress " when a baby,

and now she was privileged to smoke her pipe in ease and peace while

she scolded and petted the children, both white and black. The counter-

parts of the “mammy " among domestic servants were on the plantation.

While
The young folks rolled on the old cabin floor,-

All merry, all happy and gay,

' the superannuated field hands, with never a thought of possible want on
the morrow, looked after them and smoked and chatted the time away.

It certainly is not the purpose of the writer to set up any lament over

the abolition of slavery. He rejoices, as all intelligent southern men now
do, that it is gone forever; yet it is a fact that no human institution was
ever so much misrepresented and misunderstood as African slavery in

the southern states of America. That the physical welfare of the

southern slaves was carefully looked after, that they were not over-

worked and were well fed. that they were faithfully cared for in sickness

and in health, in childhood and in old age, stands now as proven to have

been practically the invariable rule by the inexorable logic of official sta-

tistics. The slave population of the United Sta'tes at the decennial census

of 1810 numbered l.l'Jl.bOl'. The number of slaves in I'bGU was 3,03o,7G0

—a net increase of 2.762.30^. a gain of 231 per cent, in fifty years. The
slave trade had been interdicted and made piracy prior to I'^IO. It is true

that there were a few snmjl cargoes of negroes landed and disposed of after

that date, between 18.')0 and IbGO, but the increase of slaves from this source

was so very inconsiderable that it certainly was not e([uivalent to half

the number who, during that period, were manumitted by their owners

in the slave states. For example, the number of free persons of color

in Alabama in 1820, when the first census of the state was taken, was

571, and they, in forty years, had increased to fi.GOtt a gain of 371 per

cent., which came largfdy from local manumission. This net increase of

231 per cent, in the slave po]mlation of the United States during fifty

years it is difficult to judge of by comparison with otluu- p.opulations of

which we have statistics, because of migrations. Certainly we can make
no com])arison with the increasi* of our own whito iiopulation, lor the.
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reason that so many inillons of whites luive come to us from the old

world. It is ditticidt. and even impossible, to find elsewhere any people

with whom we can make' comparison. But fort'unately we have at hand
tijjures that cannot deceive us. By comparina' the free nearo with the

slave in the United States we may ascertain mathematically whether per-

sons of color increased more rapidly when left to care for themselves or

when under the protection of the master. The census of shows
180,446 free persons of color, and in IsGO the net increase was 301,644, or

161 per cent, increase in this class as against H31 in the slave population.

If we now consider that 27,D'<1 slaves were still held in bondage in 1810

in the states of New York, Xew Jersey, Connecticut. Pennsylvania and
Rhode Island, that such of these as were not sold sortth, being in the

interim manumitted, went to swell the increase of the free colored popula-

tion, as did all those manumitted in the south by their owners, and as 'did

also all the slaves that were continually escaping across the border, we
have a most remarkable showing. Certainly those figures demonstrate that

the negro prospered physically as a slave more than he did as a freeman.

But there is still another aspect to this question. Let .the reader who
would judge fairly of this now historic institution study carefully for

himself the present condition of the African in his native wilds. Then
notice him as he is to-day in the southern portions of the United States,

and the conclusion follows that slaverv has elevated the negro morally

and intellectually. Waving the question as to whether the institution

was- a curse to the white man, it has undoubtedly, in the providenc.'i of

God, been a blessing to the black, for nowhere else do any such masses

of persons of African descent occiqiy the plane the colored now stand

upon in the southern states of this union.

In the days of anti-slavery agitation, fanatics, whose minds were filled

with horrible pictures of the brutality of southern slave-holders daily

paraded before their eyes by the anti-slavery press, imagined that the

negroes in the south were everywhere ready, at a moment’s warning, to

rise and burn their masters' dwelling and slay men, women and children

without mercy, if weapons were only placed in their hands. Systematic

efforts were made, time and again, to excite such insurrections in the

south by the scattering of incendiary documents. Only two or throe years

before the south attempted by secession to separate itself from all such

further efforts against its peace and security, .lohn Brown invaded the

state of Virignia. with a force absurdly inadequate either in arms or num-
bers or equipment to accomplish any results. But the mind of this

honest zealot in the cause of human liberty had been crazed by misrepre-

sentations. lie believed the southern negroes would all rally to his support.

Bitter, indeed, must have been his disapiiointment. It is true that, in

this instance, the negro did not have mticli opiiortuuity to "ris*', " because

Brown’s forces were so soon ovi'rpowerc'd. But only a few years after-

ward millions of union soldiers imirched through tlu> south singing ‘Mohn
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Brown's body lies a-molderiny in the ground, as we go marching on.
”

They proclaimed freedom to the slaves, they invited liim to enlist and

secure his own and the ^liberty of his race. ISIany thousand slaves did

join the armies of the union, tempted as they were by high pay and
bounties; yet the fact rcunains that the average negro of the southern

states astounded the civilized world by the fidelity with which he clung

to his master’s family and cared for his master’s helpless wife and little

ones, while the master was away in the field fighting against those very

soldiers, who, impelled the exigencies of a war fought for the preserva-

tion of the union, were now offering him his liberty. iNIany profound

reasoners. in attempting to account for this fact, so wonderful to them,

have found themselves at fault, simply because they knew nothing of

the jieculiar relations that had existed between these masters and these

slaves. They did not know, and so they could not in their reasonings,

take account, of the innumerable kindly words and generous offices and
acts of protecting care for generation after generation had been beget-

ting gratitude and friendship and affection between those who lived

together as superior and inferior during the existence of this much
maligned institution. The generation in the north, that so much misun-

derstood African slavery at the south, was not the generation that had
parted by sale with their own slaves and therefore knew something of

what was meant by the relation of master and slave.

"VVith a few prominent exceptions, the abolitionists had no knowledge,

except from hearsay, of what they preached in their papers and their

pulpits. They had seen no slaves save now and then a fugitive. Some-
times the tales these fugitives told of their • treatment were founded on

fact, for there tvere now and then cruel masters, just as there are brutal

husbands, but for the most i)art the stories of escaped slaves seeking

sympathy were grossly exaggerated. The minds of the listeners were,

however, so excited that nothing was too wild for belief. ’When aboli-

tion societies were first formed in the north, the sober-tliinking. conserva-

tive masses of that section regaid-^d them as mischievous in tiie extreme.

These associations })roposed as conservative people in the north then

regarded it to disturb the peace and good order of society by interfering

with the establislmd I'igiits of property. William Lloyd (birrison. who
had started tiie Liberat(jr in Boston, was insulted and maligned, and more
than once suiijected to violence in klassacliu.setts, for his incendiary

teachings. Lovej(\y, equally violent in the west, had his printing office

burned and he himself was slain in his fight with the mob. But the agi-

tation went on. Soon the pulpit took u]> tlu' themie. Churches north

denoimced their brothren of the same denomination in the south as hypo-

crites and i)retenders. When came, the Methodists and Baptists and

Presbyterians north and south had divided into sejiarate organizations.

Keligious fervor on Ijoth sides of the line that separated tlmn free and

slave statce-. added incalculabh; fury to the llames of passion. Southern
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]>reaclifrs quoted from the bible. and seemed to have the better of tlie

argument from the scri[)tures. They cited the Tenth Commandment,
"Thou shalt not covet thy n'eighbor's man servant nor his maid servant,"

etc., contending with reason that servant there meant slave. They
cited that the Master preached in the midst of slavery and did not con-

demn it— that St. Paul advised the return of the fugitive slave Onesimus,

and they trium})hantly quoted many texts in the Old and New Testa-

ments.

Unfortunately the argument did not stop with quotations from the

sciiptures. If there were puritans in the north filled with all the bitter-

ness that animated the round-heads against the cavaliers, there were
preachers in the south who were as venomous as their assailants. As a

sample of the manner in which these reverend gentlemen sometimes de-

livered their blows apostolic, the following extract may iie quoted from a

sermon delivered by the celebrated Parson Brownlow, of Knoxville.

Tenn., in ly57. It illustrates the extent to which intemperate language
and violent abuse were indulged in on both sides of the question. Preach-

ing from the text. "Let as many servants as are under the yoke count

their own masters worthy of all honor, that the name of God and his

doctrine be not blasphemed." 1 Tim. vi., 1, the parson said: "The state

of this union, north of Mason's and Dixon's line, commonly called the

New England states, were never to any great extent, slave-holding.

Their virtuous and pious minds were chietly occupied with slave-stealing

and slave selling. To Old England our New England states owe their

knowledge of the art of slave- stealing, and to New England these south-

ern states are wholly indebted for their slaves. They stole the African

from his native land and sold him into bondage for the sake of gain.

They kept but a few of their captives among themselves because it was
not profitable to use negro labor in the cold and sterile regions of New
England. This is the true history of slavery in New England. They
stole and sold proiierty which it was not profitable to keep, and for

which they now refuse all warranty." In tills same sermon the reverend

gentleman said; "It is not unusual to hear bigots of this character in

their churches at the north imploring the divine wrath to let fall the

consumins’ fires of heaven on that great l^odoin and (!om>rrah of the

New World—all that extent of territory south of Mason and Dixon's line—
where this horrible juaictice prevails." AVhen ministers of the gosj)el of

"Peace on earth and good will to man ' talked in this manner, as they

at length came to do on both sides of the line, tliere was little chance for

a peaceable settlement of the slaveiw question. Zeal had now usur[>ed

the place of reas(ju on both sides of Mason and Dixon's line. Those who
were engaged in the anti-slavery crusade tvere, however, erroneously,

yet profoundly, impressed with the inhumanity and barbarism t)f slavery

as they believed it was practised in tin' south. They Ixdii'ved that the

slave-owner was the aggressoi’ in claiming that his right of i)rop(U-ty in
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slaves was protected by the constitutica wherever his slaves were found,

that it was the mere wantonness of cruelty to dennand that slavery should

be extended into new territories, and that the claiise of the constitution

giving the slave states representation for three-fifths of their slaves

had created a slave oligarchy th.it was insolent and doinineering.

The time had now long since passed when it was possible for south-

ern people to calmly consider the merit's or demerits of the institution.

The south was on the defensive, and passion had now arisen so higii that

to doubt the propriety or morality of slavery was to take sides with those

who were believed to be the enemies of the south— it was moral treason.

And now nobody at the south did doubt.

When the honest fanatics of the nortliern states had succeeded in cre-

ating an anti-slavery sentiment in the north powerful enough to inspire

hopes of otfice. politicians began to give it attention. In the presidential

election of 1840, James G. Birne.}'. the first abolition candidate, re<"eived

only 7,000 votes. In the election of 1844 Birney, again a candidate,

received Gd,3o0 votes. The movement was acquiring strength. Heated
discussions of the slavery question in congress took place in 1844-,j in the

debates on the question of the annexation of Texas, and again in 1846 on

what was called the Wilmot proviso—which proposed that no slave

states should be created out of any territory to be acquired from klexico.

Public opinion at the north was rapidly comJng to the conclusion that

there should be no mere slave states, and IMr. Van Buren, who ran as a

candidate for the i)residency in 1848, on a free-soil platform, received the

votes of the abolitionists, getting 201,1'68 votes out of a total of 2,871.892.

This formidable show of strength created a profound alarm among
thoughtful men, both north and south, and when two years afterward the

question of the admission of California came uj), the debates in congress

became more acrimonious than ever. Ah'eady the anti-slavery sentiment

of the north had practically nullified the law of congress enforcing the

provision of the constitution, that slaves escaping from one state into

another .should be delivered up. Time and again had northern mobs res-

cued fugitive slaves from their owners. Xorthorn judges had sought

pretext after pretext for evading the laws providing for the rendition of

fugitives, and northern h'gislatures had aided by various devices in ren-

dering this law nugatory. A notable example occurred some years later.

The legislature of Wisconsin passed resolutions nullifying both the fugi-

tive slave law and the decision of the supreme court of the United States

in the case of Ableman ^s. Booth. It solemnly declared that the decision

was "void " and (d" "no force " and that "positi\'e resistance' on tlu' part

of the state was the "rightful remedy. " Judge's be)ldly (Overrode the

Federal constitution, o}ienly ])roclaiming that they 'decided according to

a "higher law "—their OAvn c(msciences. Anxiety at the south was in-

tense. There W('re indeed a few feai'ed to live in neiu'liborhoods thickly

populated with slaves. They dreadetl nortlu'rn emissaeaes plotting insur-
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ivction. Plots more or less extensive had been discovered at different

times ill Virginia, Charleston, Natchez, Miss., and Mobile, Ala. Strang-

ers were watched and the negro subjected to the strictest surveillance.

At last it had begun to be proclaimed, at the north, that there was an

irrepressible contlict between slavery and freedom. Northern statesmen,

who reprobated resort to insurrections, declared that the north, by its

majorities, would abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, prohibit it

in the territories, and hem it in by a cordon of free states, so that it

should die by inches. According to this scheme, the border states, see-

ing that the fugitive across the lines could not be reclaimed, would in

time become free states. Thus slavery would gradually be driven south-

ward and the slaves eventually all huddled into the gulf states. Then,

southerners were asking themselves, if the storm of anti- slavery senti-

ment should continue until at last universal emancipation should by some
means be suddenly proclaimed or enforced, what was to save Alabama
and her sister gulf states from the fate of San Domingo, where the over-

whelming negro population had massacred and destroyed the whites?

Agitation had now wrought a wonderful revolution in public opinion.

The people of the south were as much excited as those of the north.

Lopez, a Cuban, fitted out at New Orleans in 1851, an expedition to con-

quer Cuba. He landed on the island with 500 men, but he was soon cap-

tured and shot, and his men imprisoned. William Walker, of Tennessee,

made several expeditions to Central America to conquer that country

by force, but in 1858 he was captured by the president of Honduras
and shot. Other expeditions were encouraged by southern people in the

desperate hope of adding new slave states to the union, to counterbalance

the voting power of the north. All this was but folly of madness.

The wise men of the south. Avith their opinions about slaA'cry, might
Avell ha\'e been anxious for more slave states to be car\’ed out of our Avest-

ern territory. This Avould haA*e been to simplify, not to complicate, the

problem. It Avould not haA'e increased the number of bondsmen; it AA'Ould

haA^e scattered those already in bondage.

From our present standpoint it Avas a merciful dispensation of provi-

dence that emancipation should haA'e come before the negroes Avere

so concentrated as to giA’o them, by mere force of such numbers as Avould

outAveigli the natural superiority of the Avhite race, absolute control of

any portion of our country. All history teaches that AA'hen negroes are

Avithout let, as in'Hayti, they relapse into sloth and idleness, if not bar-

barism. Interspersed, as they noAV are. among Avhites Avho control the

state governments, the southern negroes are the most intelligent and
thrifty in the AA'orld, and tlu'3' are making more prog'ress than Avas eA'er

elseAvhei'e attained V.)y any large body of ])0O])le of their race. What
Avould haA'e been the condition of the gulf states noAV, had all tlie millions

of slaves in the union been liuddled into tlieni pidor to emancipation^
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COMPROMISE OF —AX.ABaMA POEITPJS TILL 18(51.

The exciting debates in 18.'>0 terminated in tine passage of a series of

bills which, taken together, constituted tlie compDanise of l.sr)U. Cali-

fornia was admitted with the constitiitioij she had framed prohibiting

slavery; the slave trade was abolished in the District of Columbia, but

the existence of slavery there was not to be interfered witli; New Mexico
and Utah were organized as tervitories. but oo lawas were to be passed

affecting slavery therein: and a more stringent law was enacted for the

reclamation of fugitive slaves.

This great compromise, the work of Henry Clay, proved generally

acceptable, and in tlie presidential election of 1852, John P. Hale, the

abolition candidate, received only lf>a,'s25 votes. Satisfaction with the

compromise measure was much greater at the north than at the south.

In Alabama, those who saw that the storm of anti-slaveiy sentiment was
to continue to increase in the future, as the brief outline in the fore-

going paragraphs shows that it did, and who therefore believed that

separation was the only recourse, held, in the early days of 1851, a

southern rights convention in the cit}- of ^Montgomery. This convention

was dominated by the fiery spirit of V.'illiam L. Yancey, who thencefor-

ward until the secession of his state was accompl. shed, though not in

office, was the leader throughout the south of the extremest southern

sentiment, IMr. Calhoun having made his last great speech, shortly before

his death, against the compromise measures of 1850.

There is no space in this sketch, .which is already transgressing its

prescribed limits, to treat of IMr. Yancey's great debates with Mr. Hilliard

the champion of conservation in Alabama, which extended throughout

this whole decade. Suffice it to say, that Mr. Hilliard was not an unworthy
foeman, and that the fame of Mr. Yancey continually increased. But
Alabama was not yet ready for extreme measures. She was still de-

voted to the union and indulged an earnest hope that the north would
abide in good faith by the compromise that had been made, honestly en-

force the fugitive slave law and rest contents. C'Ollier, conservative, in

this year, 1851. was elected governor without organized opposition. For
congress. Brairg. southern rinlits democrat. deU'ated Langdon. whig and

conservative, in the kIol>ile district. In the Montgomery district Aber-

crombie. conservative, defeated Cochran, southern rights. In the

Wetunii)ka district, Samson IV. Harris, who was an elocpient orator and

who served continuously from 1847 to 1>^57 and was now classed as

southern rights, ded’eated William S. Aludd. In the Talhuh'ga district.

White, com]u-oniise. defeated Rice, southern rights. In the Tuscaloosa dis-

trict, there was an exciting canvass Vietween Erwin, southern rights, and

William K. Smith, botli orators of ability. It resulted in tlie eh'ction of

Mr. Smith, who, besides his reputation as a i)olitician, has acpuiix'd re-
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jnite in the field of literature. Houston and Cobb, conservative democrats,

were returned from north Alabama, each without serious opposition.

In 1852, Franklin Pierce, democrat, of New Hampshire, and William H.

King, "of Alabama, were elected president and vice president by a large

majority over Gen. Scott and Graham. Hale, the candidate of the free soil

democrats, received only 155.825 votes. Mr. King died in Cuba, of con-

sumption, without having assumed the exalted position to which he had

been cho.sen. Perhaps the career of no one among the long list of Ala-

bama's statesmen furnishes to the young student of politics so fine an

example of the value of character as that of William R. King. He was wise

in counsel, and charming alike to the high and the low by the gracious

courtliness of his manner, yet he was not distinguished as an orator nor

for the brilliancy of his jjowers of conversation. But he was faithful in

all things, the soul of honor in all the relations of life ; and he was honored

as representative and senator in congi-ess, as presiding officer of the sen-

ate, as United States minister plenipotentiary to the court of France and

as vice-president elect of the United States.

The country was evidently satisfied with the written terms of the com-
promise of 1850, however much disinclined the northern people might
still be to enforce practically the new fugitive slave law.

The' elections of 1853 passed off without any unusual excitement, IMr.

Abercrombie being the only whig returned to congress. During this year

Ex-Governor Benjamin I’itzpatrick was appointed by the governor to fill

the unexpired term in the United States .senate of William R. King, chosen
vice-president. He was subsequently elected by the legislature to fill out

this term, was re-elected for six years in 1855, and served until his state

seceded in 1801. when he resigned his commission and cast his lot with

the peo])le of his state. Gov. Fitzpatrick was not an orator, but he pos-

pessed that more important characteristic of the statesman—ho knew
how always to do the right thing at the right time ;

and that other quality

that so endears the public servant to his constituency—he was absolutely

faithful to every call of duty. In the United States senate he was not a

debater, but a counselor. What his colleagues in the senate thought of

him is shown by his eh'Ction to be president of that great body. What
the country thought of liim is evidenced by his nomination for tlie vice-

presidency in 18GU on the ticket with Stephen A. Douglas. But. as his

party was divided at tlie time, he refused the honor.

Clement C. Clay, .Ir., was also elected to the United States .senate in

1^53, and lie served with distinction in that body until he resigned on
account of tlie secession of his state in UOl. Mr. Clay was always a stu-

dent; he acquainted him.self thoroughly with the affairs of the govern-

ment, mastered completely the many subjects he discussed, made a num-
ber of speeches in tbe senate that had wide circulation, and was growing
into reputation as a statesman when his career at Washington was cut

4*
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short. He served two years in the Confederate senate, and, when about
the close of the war. Abraham Lincoln was unfortunately assassinated, was
in Canada as diplomatic ayent of the confederacy. The startling charge
was now made that .Tefferson Davis, ]\Ir. Clay and other leaders of the

confederates, were accessories to the murder. Of course this was absurd
to all that knew these gentlemen and who were capable of deliberate

thought. But in the excitement that followed the awful deed of the crazy

assassin, no charge that could be made against a Confederate leader was
too wild for belief. Mr. Clay was in British territory. . He could easily,

' under the British Hag, have sought an asylum in Europe till th? storm
blew over. Indeed, there were many confederates who tied to foreign

lands to escape the danger of possible prosecution, when no charge could be

brought against them except that they had fought against the government.
But Mr. Clay, shocked at the enormity of this charge, chivalrously sur-

rendered himself for trial before his accusers. He was never tried; no
specific charge could be formulated, but he was immured in a dungeon at

Fortress Monroe for months and only eventuahy released by the unremit-

ting efforts of his accomplished wife, who, during his senatorial career at

Washington, had shown the brighest star amid the gay society of the

capital, and now was to illustrate, in this most trying crisis of her noble

husband’s life, the truly heroic virtues of her character.

In 1853 the whig fiarty, of which its followers in Alabama still speak
with pride and affection, had gone to pieces. Fragments of it through-

out the north were drifting into the ranks of the free soilers. In the

south many of its leaders were looking toward the democracy. Of the

two great parties, the democrats had always contented for the sti'icter

construction of the constitution, and only in the constitution, strictly

construed, could many of the discontented whigs see any shield to protect

the south against the aggresive majorities of the north. But now, of the

ruins of that old party, a new political organization was being constructed.

It originated in ls51 and had been skillfully de\’ised, It was the American,

soon dubbed by its opponents, because of tlie invariable answer to (pieries

about its organization, etc., the "know-nothing” party. Taking advan-

tages of religious prejudices, it pronounced against what it declared was
the threatened domination of the Roman Catholic cliurch in American

politics. Seeking profit from popular prejudices against foreigners, then

coming to America in large numbers, it sought to check immigration and

limit suffrage, declaring that “Americans must rule America." The
organization threw around itself the charm of secrecy and it was oath

bound. Its membi'rs, too. proselyted for it witli great succe.'^s among
those who were weary of sectional agitation, by announcing that it would

save the union. The new party was to unite north and south on new
issues.

Not only whigs, but democrats, by hundreds and thousands'tlocked into

its lodges. It is safe to say that at one time, in l>i55, a large majority of
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the voters of iVlabama were enrolled on the books of ihe know-nothing

party. But democratic leaders assaulted it with great success. Its

oaths, its jiass-words, its secrecy, its religious intolerance, were ridiculed

and denounced as unrepublicaa, Jacobinical, and dangerous to the liber-

ties of the country. Free S]ieech was exalted, the services rendered to

America by distinguished foreigners vrho hail ccune amojig us from time

to time were glorified, and soon democrats In Alabama began to "wash
tlieir hands" of the new party. Some of them, however, remained, and
among these was Percy Walker, an orator of note in INIobile, vho was
this year, Ib.'u), elected to congress as a know-nothing over James A.

Stallworth, and William li. Smith, elected to the last congress as a con-

servative democrat, was chosen as a know-nothing for the thirty-fourth

congress.

The most noted contest in this election, however, was upon the old

battle-ground, the Montgomeiy district. Here the know-noihings. or

American party, largely old whigs. put forth their strongest man,
Thomas H. Watts. Mr. Watts was a great lawyer, an able advocate

and an eloquent speaker. He was singularly persuasive in his manner
and remarkably popular by reason of his atTability and large heartedness.

As he does not figure again in this sketch, which is confined to those

who have taken i>art in the Federal politics of the state, it is proper to

mention that he was always, until the Civil war. a states’ rights whig;

that he went with his state for secession; became widely distinguished in

the office of attorney-general of the confederacy, and after the war was
over became and remained until his death one of the most zealous and
efficient workers in the ranks of the democracy of his state. His oppo-

nent was James F. Dowdell, a gentleman of singular i>urity of character,

of popular manners and a strong debater, though not eloquent. After an
exciting joint canvass, which .attracted attention all over the state, Mr.

Dowdell was returned to congress 1)v a small majority.

This canvass of is.'.i liad its connteiq)art two years later in the contest

iu'tween Mr. Dowdell, again the democratic nomineo, and IMr. Thomas .1.

Judge, in which IMr. Dowdell was again the victor, this time by a still

smaller majority. IMr. Judge, like his law partner. IMr. Watts, though
now afiiliating with tiie new party, luul always been a states' rights

whig. He had not the culture of IMr. Watts, nor the singular art'ability,

but, thougli always remarkable for his dignity, his manliness and candor
gave him a great ])0[mlarity and he was a naturtd orator of extraordinary

force and directness. In loiil, the state of Alaliama having seceded and
claiming nriw to lie a so^ereign, siuit Mi\ .Tiidge as a commissioner to

tfeat with the United States of America at Washington. The pi-osident

of the United States denied him an official audience and he sturdily

refiisi'd to lie introduced as a private citizen, although Mr. Buchanan had
coii.seiited to and desired an iiitc'rvii'W. Col. .ludge, aftei’ the Civil war,

became one of the judgi's of the supreme court of his state.
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The Ecxt most notable contest in this election was in the iNloliile dis-

trict, and it was again between Percy Walker and Col. Janies A. Stall-

worth, the latter being this time successtul. Col. Stallworth had natural

talent, captivating miinners, a rich mellow voice, a fine flow of language

and was an exceedingly attractive speaker. When it is added that he
excelled as a raconteur and was blessed with a handsome person, it can
readily be understood that he was a ' peoiile's man. ” Jle was re-elected

in 1859 and retired with his delegation when Alabama seceded.

Besides Col. Stallworth, two other new members were returned in this

election, J. L. M. Curry and Judge Sydenham IMoore, both democrats.

Col. Eli S. Shorter, of Barbour, was also in this, as he had been in the

previous congress. Col. Shorter had natural talent and culture, was a

good speaker and attracted considerable attention in congress by his

zealous and able .speeches on the ciuestion of slavery. Indeed, this was
now, and had been for years, the one jiaramount topic of discussion at

the south. It was the Aaron s rod of politics, and all the members elected

in 1857, excepting Smith, Houston and Cobb, were states' rights men of

the strictest sect. IMr. Curry was cpiite a young man, but an accurate

scholar and thinker, a gifted orator and remarkably energetic. He soon

achieved prominence among his colleagues in the Federal congress,

where he continued to serve until the new government was set up in the

south, when he was transferred to the Confederate congress. Serving

there for two years, lie was afterward a gallant soldier in the field.

About 1867 he removed to Virginia. From 1S85 to 1889 Mr. Curry was
minister of the United States at the court of Spain, and he is now the

distinguished head of the Peabody school fund for the southern states.

Judge Sydenham Moore was a man of ability, of the very highest char-

acter and marked individuality. He fell a colonel, gallantly fighting for

his convictions, in the battle of Seven Pines. IMay 31, lb()2.

Among the members returned by the elections of 18.')9, there were only

two, who had not served in the previous congress. James L. Pugh of

Barbour, who took the place of Eli S. Shorter, and David Clopton. Mr.

Pugh, who will come into further notice hereafter, during this, his first

term in congress, made a speech upon the southern problem that at once

gave him re])utation. (It was widely commente<l upon in America and

was imblished in the London Times.) iMr. Cloiiton had fought his way
into congress in a fierce battle that was waged all over the tield, that had

now become so famous for political contests, the ^Montgomery district.

He liad encountered, at every point of debate, the same doughty antago-

nist who had become so famous by his contest with iMr. Dowdell tAvo

years before, Mr. Judge, and now. as then, the struggle in the cajiital

district had been the center of political interest in Alabama. The
antagonists were considered ecpial in df'bate, and the issue from the first

was doubtful. IMi-. Clopton, a remarlcably able lawyer, was the more
cultured of the two, and it is probable that his arguments were more
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scientifically arranged and more finished than those of ^vlr. .Judge. He
was a ([uiet c-hristian gentleman, retiring in manner and as modest as a

woman: but he was as brave as his antangonist. The partisans of each

cdaimed, every day, a victory in debate for their champion. But the

stanch democracy of the district achieved another triumph. ISIr. Clopton

was subsequently a member of the Confederate congress, and died but

recently—a distinguished judge of the supreme court of the state.

While the.se elections were going on in Alabama, there had been a

mighty rush of events, eacli of which was but one step further in the

direction of that awful catastrophe, civil war. In 1854 congress, under
the lead of Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, organized the territories of

Kansas and Nebraska, declaring in the act that the Missouri compromise
of 18d0 was inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by coji-

gress with slavery in the states and territories as recognized by the

legislation of 1850, commonly called the compromise measures, and also

declaring that it was "the true intent and meaning of this act not to

legislate slavery into any state or territory, nor to exclude it therefrom,

but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their

domestic institutions in their own way. subject only to the constitution

of the United States."

The north was intensely excited over this legislation. Indignation

meetings were held everywhere throughout that section. Douglas was
burned in effigy in his own state, and steps were taken at once which led

to the formation, around abolitionists and free soilers as a nucleus, of

a new political organization—the present republican party. But before

this new party met in its first convention in 1856, actual war had begun
between the pro-slavery and anti-slavery factions contending for suprem-
acy in the new territory of Kansas. Cold-blooded assa.ssinations were
charged to and jirobably committed by both parties, and there overe bloody
encounters between armed foi’ces.

Fremont and Dayton, nominated in 1956 by the new party, upon a

])latform demanding the prohibition of slavery in the territories, carried

all but five of the northern states. Buchanan, the democrat, receiving 174

electoral votes against 114 for Fremont and six for Fillmore. During
lilt' administration of i\Ir. Buchanan, which beg;in on the 4th of Marcli,

1''57, congress was again convulsed by angry disputes, this time over the

fieu'ce struggle that was going on in Kansas. Two constitutions were pre-

sfuited, one prohibiting, the other establishing, slavery in the propo.sed

stat(>. To add to the bitterm'ss at the north. Preston Brooks, a democratic
member of thr! house' from South Carolina, attacked and beat with a cane
Semitor Charles Sumner of Massachusetts. Tlu' assault, which was on
accenmt of words spolo'n in debate, was made in a manner tliat does not

admit of justification, but tlie south was then in a bad temper, and the

people ap])rov('d what they woidd now comb'mn. Tlie north grew fuVious,

and certainly nothing could have been more imp:)litic than the rash and
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ill-timed act of thi.s .southern Hotspur. To add to the excitement in the

south came John BroAui's attack on Virginia in IB.'O.

Southerners, who had witnessed anxiously ihe mighty and ever in-

creasing volume of anti-slavery sentiment in the north, now looked on
this raid as only a forerunner of what the future might have in store for

them if the union should continue. In the meantime, the supreme court of

the United States had decided in the Dred Scott case that neither con-

gress nor a territorial legislature had power to abolish slavery in the ter-

ritories—that this could only be done by the people of a territory when
it should come in as a state.

The republican convention in 1800 nominated Abraham Lincoln for

president on a platform which declared it to be the right and duty of

congress to abolish or prevent slavery in the territories of the United

States. The platform expressly repudiated the decision of the supreme
court in the case of Dred Scott, and declared it to be the duty and right

of the people to overrule it. The democratic party had unfortunately

set a precedent for this when, in the election of 1S32, under the lead of

General Jackson, its adherents had voted at the polls that the law es-

tablishing a bank of the United States was unconstitutional, notwithstand-

ing the decision to the contrary of the supreme court in McCullough vs.

Maryland. The democratic national convention met at Charleston, S. C.,

in Aiiril. Mr. Yancey was leader of the Alabama delegation, and made
the greatest s^jeech of his life in advocacy of the demands upon which
the Alabama convention had instructed its delegates to insist. The
majority of the convention refused to comply with these demands. There-

upon most of the southern delegates and some of those from the north

seceded and subsequently in Baltimore nominated Breckinridge and Lane.

This Aving adopted the }irinciples for which the Alabama convention had

contended, holding to the doctrine of the supreme court, that the constitu-

tion protected slave OAvnors' property in the territories of tlie United

States and that slavery could only be abolished therein AAdien such terri-

tories came into the union as states. The regular democratic conA’ention

nominated Stephen A. Douglas and Herscliel V. Johnson on a platform

that recognized the right of a territorial legislature to establish or pro-

hibit slavery. Thi.s Avas the so-called doctrine of “squatter soA'OD'ignty.

"

The remnants of the Avhig and knoAV-nothing-parties, calling themselves the

constitutional union party, nominated John Bell and EdAvard EA'erett on

a platform containing but one plank, "The constitution of the United

States, the union of tin* states, and the enforcement of the hiAVS.

"

The crisis had come. After a h*'ated contest Lincoln Avas eh'cted i\v a

purelj’ sectional vote. He ri'ceived eveiw electoral vote from the north

except that of the seA'en from Xcav .Jersey. Douglas had four, making
for Lincoln and Hamlin 18(». Douglas had four from Xcav Jer.sey and

eight from ^Missouri; Bell carried Virginia, Kentucky and Tennes.see.
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thirty-nine in all. a id Breckinridye received the votes of the other south

ern states, amounting to seventy-two.

Then South Carolina. Alabama. Georgia, Florida. Mississippi. Louisi-

ana, Texas. Arkansas. Tennessee. North Carolina and Vii-ginia, each act-

ing for itself, seceded.

When xVlabarna passed her ordinance of secession, it was quite a com-

mon opinion that the secession would not be followed by war. It was
held to be her constitutional right to withdraw from the union, and there

were many who did not suppose that the United States government would

attempt coercion. This was the view Mr. Yancey advocated, but this

belief was not universal. On the night of the lith of January, 1801. the

day of the passage of the ordinance of secession by the Alabama conven-

tion, the citizens of Montgomery generally illuminated their houses to

indicate the joy they felt at being rid of the distressing agitation that

had irritated them for so many years. ISIr. Henry C. Semple, a seces-

sionist and afterward a distinguished officer in the Confederate army,

ordered the lights in his dwelling to be extinguished, declaring that before

twelve months every house on that street W'ould be in mourning. Prac-

tically this proved true, though at the time, however. Mr. Semple’s neigh-

bors looked upon this act as almost equivalent to treason. Mr. Semple
represented a large class who believed that war, with all its horrors, was
preferable to the union as it was.

Taken all together, it may be said the people of Alabama were in

doubt as to whether secession would be peaceably effected, yet they were
fully determined on their course, be the consequences what they might.

At the same time they ail sincerely believed that the government of the

United States, as instituted by the fathers, was the very best of human
institutions. The difference between the people of the two sections was
simply as to the meaning of their fundamental law. Sectional disputes,

prolonged over many years, had sectionalized the opposing theories ac-

cording to which the Federal constitution had been construed. The
majority section had gradualh' come to hold to the theory of broad inter-

l)retation. They could take care of themselves Ijy their majorities, and
they favored the theory that fettered their power with the fewest limita-

tions. On the other hand, the southern .states had been taught, for years,

that the constitution, strictly construed, was tin' palladium of tlieir rights

;

they had looked to that as the only shield that was to protect them
against the aggressive majorities of the north; and they now <fid what
delegates from the New England states had tin-eatimd to do in the famous
Hartford convention. They asserted what they were taught to believe

were the sovereign rights of Iheir several states, and seceded.

Having seceded, the eleven states met in comention and established

over themselves the old constitution of the United States. It was modi-

fied in very few particulars. No material changes were made in it excei>t

such as would serve to fortify and malce certain what the seceding states
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had contondpfl when in the union, was the true intent and meaning of the

constitution of 1769. It was to preserve and defend for themselves and

their iiosterity this charter of government as tliey interpreted it tliat

slave-holders and non-slave-holders alike poured out their blood like

water.

. There had been much difference of opinion among the people of Ala-

bama as to the wisdom of seceding—there was very little as to the right.

So it was in all the seceding states. States had acted and their people

rallied to su])port the ordinance of secession with singular unanimity.

Upon the formation of the new government. Jetfer.son Davis, of Mis-

sissippi. was elected president, and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia,

vice president. It devolved upon hlr. Davis, as chief of the confederacy,

to indicate to his own people, through his state papers, the position the

Confederate States had taken and to set before the world the reasonspm-

pelling them thereto. This he did with remarkable ability. Every
student of the history of that era who desires to see the situation, as it

then appeared to the Confederates, should read carefully the following

extract from the message of .Jefferson Davis to the Confederate congress,

April 29, 18G1:

“During the war waged against Great Britain by her colonies on this

continent, a common danger impelled them to a close alliance, and to the
foi’mation of a Confederation, by the terms of which the colonies styling
themselves states, entered severally into a firm league of friendship with
each other for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and
their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other
against all force offered fo, or affaclcs made upon them, or any of them,
on account of religion, sovereignty, trade or an\' other pretense whatever.

"In order to guard against any misconstruction of tlieir coni])act, the
' several states made explicit declaration, in a distinct article, that each

state retains its sovereignty, freedom, indeiiendence. and every power,
jurisdiction and right which is not b,y this Confederation expressly
delegated to the United States in congress assembled.

“Under this contract of alliance, the Avar of the E.eA'olution Avas suc-
cessfully waged, and resulted in the treaty of peace with Great Britain in

by the terms of Avhich the seA'oral states Avere, each by name,
recognized to be inde[)endent.

“The articles of Confederation contained a clause Avhereby all altera-

tions Avore prohibited unless confirmed by legislatures of eA'erv state.

After being avrei-d to by couvre.-js. and in obedience to this proA'ision,

under the resolution of congress of the 21st of February. 1787. the seA’-

eral states ap])ointed dtdegates Avho attended a convention for the sole
and expressed ])urpos(' of reA'ising the articles of Confederation, and
reiiorting to congress and the several legislatures such alterations and
provisions therein, as shall. Avhen agreed to in convress and confirmed by -

fhe states, rtuuhu- the Ft'deral constitution ado(|uate to the exigencies of
gOA'ernment and the ])rostu-A’ation of the union.

“It Avas. by the delegate's chosen by the seA'eral states under the reso-

lution just fpioted, that the constitution of the- United States Avas framed
in 17"'7, and submitted to the sc'veral states for ratification, as shown by
the seventli article, which is in thesc’ words:

'The ratification of the '"///•< of e/7/- Ktn/es shall be sufficient.

t.
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for tho establishment of this constitution between the ufofes so ratifying
the same.

'

"I have italicized several words in the quotations just made for the
purpose of attracting attention to the singular and niarlced caution Avith

which the states endeavored, in every possible form, to exclude the idea
that tlie separate and inde|)endent sovereignty of each state Avas merged
into one common goA'ernment and nation, and the earnest desire they
evinced to ini])ress on the constitution its true character—that of a com-
pact betAveen independent states.

"The constitution of 17^7 having. hoAveA'er. omitted the clause already
recited from the articles of Confederation. Avh-ich provided, in explicit

terms, that each state retained its soA'ereignty and independence, some
alarm was felt in the states Avhen iiiA’ited to ratify the constitution, lest

this omission should be construed into an abandonment of their cherished
principle, and they refused to ratify until amendments Avero added to the
constitution placing beyond any pretense of doubt, the re.servation by
the states of all their soA'ereign rights and j^owers—not expressly dele-

gated to the United States by the constitution.
“Strange, indeed, must it appear to the impaidial observer, but it is

none the less true, that all these carefully AA'orded clauses jiroA'ed una-
vailing to preA'ent tlie rise and groAvth in the northern .states of a political

school Avhich has persistently claimed that the government thus formed
was not a compact between states, but Avas in effect a national gOA^ern-

ment set up above and oA'er the states.

"An organization, created by the states to secui’e the blessings of lib-

erty and independence, against foreign aggression, has been gradually
perverted into a machine for their control in their domestic affairs; the
creature has been exalted above its creators, the principals ha\^e been
made subordinate to the agent appointed by themselA^es.

“The people of the southern states. AAdiose almost exclush'e occupation,
was agriculture, early perceiA’ed a tendency in the northern states to

render the common government subserA’ient to their purposes, by impos-
ing burthens on commerce as a protection to their manufacturing and
shipping interests. Taong and angry controA'ersy greAV out of these
attempts, often successful, to Ijenetit one section of the country at the
exiiense of the other.

“And the danger of disruption arising from this cause Avas enhanced
by the fact that the northern population Avas increasing by immigration
and other causes in greater ratio than the population of the south. By
degrees, as the northern states gained preponderance in the national
congress, self-interest taught their people to yield ready assent to any
plausible adA'ocacy of their right as a majority to goA’ern the minority
without control: tliey learned to listen Avith impatience to the suggestion
of any constitutional impediimmt to the exercise of tlieir Avill: and so
utterly haA'e the princi])les of the constitution Ijeen corrupted in tlie

northexm mind, that in the inaugural address deliA’ered by President Lin-
coln in [March last, he asserts as an axiom Avhich he plainly deems to be
undeniable, that tlie theory of the constilution requires that in all cases
the majoritA' shall goA'ern ; and in another memorable instance, tin* same
chief magistrat*' did not hesitate to liken the relations betAveen a state
and the United States to those Avhich exist betAA'een a county and the
state in Avhich it is situated and by AA'hich it was created.

“This is the lamentable and fundamental eiTor on Avhich rests tl^e pol-
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icy that has culminated in liis declaration of war against these Confeder-
ate States.

"In addition to the long-continued and deep-seated resentment felt by
the southern states at th(' persistent abuse of the powers they had dele-

gated to the congress, for the purpose of enriclung the manufacturing
and shipping classes of the north at the expense of the south, there has
existed for nearly half a century another subject of discord, involving
interests of such transcendent magnitude, as at all times to create the
ap]>rehension. in the minds of many devoted lovers of the union, that its

permanence was impossible.

"When the several states delegated certain powers to the United States
congress, a large portion of the laboring population consisted of African
slaves imported into the colonies by the mother country. In twelve out
of the thirteen states, negro slavery existed, and the right of property in

slaves was protected by law. This property was recognized in the consti-

tution and provision was made against its loss by the escape of the slave.

The increase in the number of the slaves by further importation Crom
Africa was also secured by a clause forbidding congress to prohibit the
slave trade anterior to a certain date; and in no clause can there be found
any delegation of power to the congress authorizing it in any manner to

legislate to the prejudice, detriment or discouragement of the owners of

that species of property, or excluding it from the protection of the gov-
ernment.

"The climate and soil of the northern states soon proved unpropitious
to the continuance of slav*^ labor, whilst the converse was the case at the
south. Under the unrestricted fi'ee intercourse between the two sections,

the northeim states consulted their own interest by selling their slaves to

the south, and prohibiting slavery within their limits. The south were
willing purchasers of a projtertt’ suitable to their wants and paid the price
of the acquisition without harboring a suspicion that their quiet posses-
sion was to be disturbed b}' those who were inhibited, not only by want
of constitutional authority, but by good faith as vendors, from disquieting
a title emanating from themselves.

"As soon, however, as the northern states, that prohibited African
slavery within their limits, had reached a number sutticient to give their
representation a conti'olling voice in the congress, a persistent and organ-
ized system of hostile measures against the right of the owners of slaves
in the southern states tvas inaugurated and gradually extended.

.
A con-

tinuous series of measures was devised and prosecuted for the purpose
of rendering insecure tlie tenure of property in slaves; fanatical organi-
zations, supplied with money by voluntary subscriptions, were assiduously
engaged in exciting among the slaves a siiirit of discontent and revolt;

means were furnisiied for tlndr escuqie from their owners, and agents
secretly employed to entice them to abscond; the constitutional provision
for tlieir rendition to their owners was first evaded, then openly diuiounced
as a violation of conscientious obligation and religious duty; men were
taught that it was a merit to elude, disobey, and violently oppose the
execution of the laws enactf'd to secure the ])roinises contained in the
constitutional compa(;t; owners of salves were mobbed, and even mur-
dered in open day. solely for applying to a magistrate for the arrest of

a fugitive slave; the dogmas of these voluntary organizations soon ob-
tained control of the legislatures of many of the noi'thern states, and laws
were pass(ul providing for the ])unislnn(Mit. l)y ruiiujus fines and long con-
tinuetl imprisonment in jails and pmutent iaries, of citizens of the south-
ern states, who should ilaro to ask aitl of the officers of the law for the
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recovery of thc'ir |iroperty. Emboldened by success, the theater of afrita-

tion ancl ayirression against the clearly expressed constitutional rights of

the southern states was transfei-red to the congress. Senators and rep-

resentatives were sent to the common councils of the nation, whose title

to this distinction consisted in tlie display of a spirit of ultra fanaticism,

and whose business was, not ' to promote the general welfare or insure
domestic tranquility.' liut to awaken the bitterest hatred against the citizens

of si«ter statf'S by violent denunciations of their institutions; the transac-

tion of ])ublic affairs was impeded by re]ieated efforts to usurp powers,
not delegated liy the constitution, for the ])urpose of impairing the secur-

ity of property in slaves and reducing the statds which held slaves to a
condition of inferiority. Finally, a great party was organized for the
inirpose of obtaining the administration of the government, with the
avowed object of using its power for the total exclusion of the slave
states from all participation in the benefit of the public domain, acquired
by all the states in common, whether by conquest or purchase: of sur*
rounding them entirely by states in which slavery should be prohibitetl;

of thus rendering the projierty in slaves so insecuie as to be compara-
tively worthless, and thereby annihilating in etfect property w’orth
thousands of millions of dollars.

‘ This party, thus organized, succeeded in the month of Xovember last

in the election of its candidate for the presidency of the United States.

"In the meantime, under the mild and genial climate of the southern
states and the increasing care and attention for the w'ell being and com
fort of the laboring class, dictated alike liy inferest and humanity, the
African slaves had augmented in numbers from 000, coO. at the date of

the ado
2
>tion of the constitutional compact, to upward of 4.0!')0,0!»0. In

moral. and social condition they had been elevated from brutal savages
into docile, intelligent and civilized agricultural laborers, and supplied
not only with bodily comforts, but with careful religious instruction.

"Under the siqiervision of a superior race, their labor had been so
directed as not only to allow a gradual and marked amelioration of their
condition, but to convert hundreds of thousands of square miles of wilder-
ness into cultivated lands, covered with a prosperous people; towns and
cities had spiamg into existence, and had rapidly increased in Avealth

and population under the social system of the south; the w’hiti' popula-
tion of the southern slave-holding states had augmented from about
1,250,000 at the date of the adoption of the constitution, to more than
8,5(>n,itLi) in and the productions of the south in cotton, rice, sugar,
and tobacco, for the full development and continuance of wdiich the
labor of African slaves was and is indispensable, had swollen to an
amount whicli forms nearly three-fourths of the exports of the whole
United States, and had become absolutely necessary to tlie wants of
civilized man. With interests of such overwhelming magnitude imper-
iledl the people of the soutiiorn states were driven by the conduct of the
north to the adoption of some course (d' action to avert the d.anger with
which they were openly menaced. With this view, the legislatures of
the several states invited the people to select delegates to conventions
to be held for the p\ir])OS(' of determining for themselves what measures
were best adapted to meet so alarming a crisis in their history.

"Here it maybe proper to oi)serve that from a period as early as 179H
there had existed in all of the states of tlie union a ]>arty, almost unin-
terruptedly in the majority, liascd iqmn tlie creed that each state was,
in the last resort, the sole judge as well of its wrongs as of the mode
and measure of redress. Indeed, it is obvious that, under tlie law of
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nations, this principle is an axiom as applied to the relations of inde-

pendent sovereiR’n states, sucli as those which had united themselves .

under the constitutional compact. The democratic ]>arty of the United
States re[)eated. in it's successful canvass in l^OG, the declaration made
in numerous ])revious j’olitical contests, that it would 'faithfully abide
by and uphold the princi])les laid down in the Kentucky and Virigmia
resolutions of 170'^. and in the report of IMr. IMaelison to the Virginia
legislature in 170it and that it ado]its those principles as constituting one
of the main foundation.s of its ])olitical creed.'

"Tiie princiiiies. thus emphatically announced, embrace that to which
I have already averted—the right of each to judge of and redress the
wrongs of which it complains. These principles wore maintained liy

overwhelming majorities of the peox>le of all the ^states of the union at

different elections, especially in the election of Mr Jefferson in -lbo5, Mr.
Madison in Ibfib and Mr. Pierce in

"In the exercise of a right so ancient, so well establi.shed and so nec-
essary for self-preservation, the Confederate States, in their conventions,
determined that the wrongs which they had suffered, and the evils with
which they were menaced, rerpiired that they should revoke the delega-
tion of powers to the Federal government which they had ratitied in their
several conventions. They subse([uently x^assed ordinances resuming all

their rights as sovereign and indexiendeiit states, and dissolved their con-
nection with the other states of the union."

A history of the terrible war that followed does not come within the

scope of this article. The southerners fought for their homes and their

firesides and the constitution of their fathers as thej^ understood it; the

northerners for the union and the constitution of the fathers as they

understood it. It was a terrific struggle, the bloodiest in the annals of

the world. The gallantry disxdayed on both sides of the line and the

unx^aralelled losses illustrate the desxiaration with which the Anlgo-Saxon
freeman fights when he believes his liberties are at stake. But this is

not the x^lace to tell the story of the war. The confederacy went down
in the combat and with it fell its industrial and financial systems. Presi-

dent Lincoln rexieatedlv declared, as did the congress of the United

.States, that the Federal armies were not fighting to free the slaves, but

only for the union. Yet the confederates would not yield. They were de-

termined to maintain the government and the constitution they had set

up over themselves. Slavery, that was incidentally involved, x^ei’ished

in tlie .shock' of battle wage(l on another issue. The xii'oclamation of

emancixiation was xdaced on the avowed ground that it woidd aid the

armies of the union. Confederate xiax»er money, ux^on which the new
government was comxielled to rely to carry on the war, went gradually

down until it ix'came worthless. The story of this currency is x*athet-

ically told in tin' following lines, written on the back of a Confederate

bill a short time after the close of the war by Major S. A. .lonas, of

Louisiana.
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IN MEMOUIAM.

EESPECTFl’LIA' DEDICATED TO TUE HOLDERS OF COMFEDFRATE TRE.vSCRY NOTES.

L EepresentiEg nothiiif. or. God's ^aith DOW,

And naught in tbe waters below it,

As a pledge of the Nation t’nrt's dead and gone,

Keep it, dear friend, and show it.

Too poor to possess tho precious ores,

And to much of a straMger to borrow.

We issued today our promise to pay,

And hoped to redeem on the morrow.

The days rolled on, and week.s became years.

But our coffers were empty still !
' _

Coin was so rare that the treasury quaked, •

If a dollar should drop in the till

.

We knew it had hardly a value in gold,

Yet as gold our soldiers received it;

' It gazed in our eyes with a promise to pay.

And each patriot soldier believed it.

Keep it,' for it tells our history o'er,

‘ From the birth of its dream to the last.

Modest, and lioru of the Angel Hope,

Like tho hope of success—it passed.

REHABILITATION UNDER ANDREW JOHNSON.

The history of Confederate leg-islation at Richmond and of represent-

atives and senators from iVlabama in the Confederate congress form no

part of this sketch. Alabama during the war had seceded from "Federal

liolitics.
”

In the spring of iSGo, when the stricken armies of the Confederacy

were melting away before the victorious columns of the Federals, Wilkes
Booth, a weak-minded actor who sympathized witli the dying Confederacy

and had not the perception to see a hift'erence between Shakespeare's

Caesar and Abraham Lincoln, imagining himself a Brutus, assassinated

INIr. Lincoln. It was an appalling crime and to the southern states a dis-

aster absolutely irreparable.

Mr. Lincoln could, and, if he had lived, would have saved the south from
the awful consequences of the reconstruction acts of 1867-8. Upon his

death, Vice-President Johnson, now become president, attempted to carry

out the program for the reliabilitaliou of the late Confederate States that

Lincoln had mapped out for himself. How Johnson failed will be subse-

quently pointed out.

The unanimity and heartiness with which tho Confederate soldiers laid

down their arms and returned to the pursuits of peace in the spring of

180.') was phenomenal. President Johnson began at once the work of rcstor
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ing to tlieir former po.sition in the Union the states - that had seceded.

He issued a proclamation cjf amnesty and pardon, which embraced in its

terms most of the persons who had given aid and comfort to the Confed-

erate government. Certain classes, not covered by the general terms of

the proclamation, which was conditioned on taking the oath of allegiance

to the United States, were left to make special applications for pardon,

and in most cases the applicants succeeded without difficulty.

Lewis E. Parsons, of Talladega, a democrat of ability, who. though he

had remained in Alabama during the war. was nevertheless known as a

Union man, was ai^pointed provisional governor of the state. Under the

direction and in accordance with the proclamation of President Johnson,

Governor Par.sons called a convention, which met in Montgomery in the

autumn of 1^6.'). and framed a new constitution for the state. During the

war Mr. Lincoln liad issued a iiroclamation freeing all the slaves in the

revolted states. This proclamation was enforced by the army, and recog-

nized everywhere throughout the south as de facto valid; but there were
many who doubted its legality. To put the matter beyond question, the

Xlllth amendment to the constitution abolishing slavery throughout the

United States had been proposed by congress, and now this convention

ratified this amendment.

The election for delegates to this convention had been participated in

only by those who were legally qualified to vote by the laws of Alabama
as they were at the date of secession. Thus the people who in 1860 con-

stituted the governing power of the state ^^ere recognized as still entitled

to control it, and on their part they repealed the ordinance of secession

and willingly did everything else deemed b\' President Johnson necessary

to restore their relations to the Union. The absolute good faith with

which they accepted the situation was remarkable. But it ought not to

have been surprising. The southern peoi)le were going back under the

same foiun of government the}' had establi.shed over themselves, and slav-

ery, the immediate source of the dissensions that had rent the sections

assunder. was now out of the way forever.
,
The debated and hitherto

debatable question of secesson having been disposed of, all men now
acknowledged that the Unitt'd States wei-e united forever. If partisan

]>oliticians had m.)t thrust the free negro in where the slave had been be-

fore as a topic of dispute, if the south had been permitted according to

the Lincoln-,Tohnson plan, to .solve the problems arising out of the new
relations of this same }io])ulation to the whites of the south, there would

have been really no further sufficient and sound reason for sectional dif-

ference. But unfortunately tlu' southern people, who had lieen denied

the right to settle for themselves the status of the slave, were now to be

also refused the right to settle for themselves the status of tlie freedman.

The republican party, in control of both branches of congress, refused to

recognize the government set up by tin' people of the soulhern states

under the Lincoln-.] ohnson plan.
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In November, 1805, C. C. Lanp-dou, George C. Freeman, Cullen A, Battle,

Joseph W. Taylor, Burwell T. Pope and Thomas J. Foster were elected

representatives in congress: Lewis E. Parsons and .Tolin A. Winston were
elected as United States senators; George S. Houston being given a short

intervening term. These repaired to Wn.shington and demanded the seats

to which they had been chosen. Congress refused to admit them. One
of the members elect, Mr. Joseph W. Taylor, ])ublished in the Wa.shing-

ton papers, while he was pressing his claim, a series of articles, from the

last of which the following extract is selected as exhibiting something, at

least, of the case made by the applicants. It is sojihomoric, but the reader

may find it entertaining, and it }iresents a true picture of the situation as

it was at the close of the Civil war.

"Far away in the south, there lies a beautiful land, warmed b}' glow.,

ing suns, and fanned by cooling breezs from the sea. Its soil is fertile,

its air is pure, and its productions are rich and varied as those of the
tropics. The bravery of its sons has become proverbial, and its daugh-
ters, fair as the dames of Caucasus, are as virtuous as they are fair. This
glowing clime has borne its full part in all the perils of the country, and
contributed its full share of glory and fame to the nation. Its heroic
dead lie buried on all the battlefields of the republic. The fiery genius
of its sons has added to the parliamentary and forensic glory of the land.
Its morals, like its intellect, are vigorous in type. Its social life is pure.
Over this fair clime, in an evil hour, the fell sx:>irit of sectional discord
brought the sweeji of the liurricane breath of war. The earthquake jar
of contending hosts shook its hills, and its xdains ran with the blood of
its slaughtered ^''Pople. After the desolation had s^iread far and near,
the jilague of war was stayed. Its smoke lifted from the battlefields of
its strife, and it was seen that the fair and fruitful land which, four years
before, had entered the arena of the contlict. almost the paradise of love
and plenty, was no more. There stood in its xdace a charred and deso-
late land—a land riven by the bolts of war, drenched in blood, and filled

with dead men's bones. Myriads of i'ts noblest sons had gone down to
the red burial of the brave on the banlefield of strife, or perished by the
varied casualties of war. Widowhood and orphanage filled its habitations,
in every household there was gloom, in every heart a grief. A fatal
blight had fallen uiion all its niateri:d interests and xiursuits. Its fields

were desolate, its villages waste, its xiroudest cities in chains. All but
the fragments of its wealth, the virtues of its women, and the heroic re-

resolves of its men to boar and to coiK[uer an adverse fate, had perished.
To this over|)owered ami stricken land there came, from a benignant gov-
ernment, voices of encouragement and words of cheer. Its X)eo})le were
invited to a x)olitical resuscitation under a neAV order of things, and to
seats in the family circle of the nation. Accepting the summons, they
have beaten their swcjrds into xiloughshares. and their s]iears into prun-
ing-hooks. To every rtapiisition rif the govenimeut they have yielded a
full and unreserved obedituice. Acquiescing in all the results of the war,
as final and conclusive ux)on them, 'both in honor and in fact, they have
ratified the stern('st issues of the struggle by pulling down their social
and industrial faUric, and laying its cornerstone on the foundation of a
new, and. to them, uiitrii'd polity. They have moditunl their organic
laws, and helx)ed to modify the organic law of the nation. adax)ting tlnun
to the now order of things. They know no other xuuqiose, they cherish
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no other resolve than to be true to their pUtThtc-d word witli tlie nation,

and hencefortli loyal to its tlag’ anti ol.'ediout to its laws. That the former
relation with the Union of timir fathers rni.srht be restored, they have, in

compliance witii ex[>ress inviration from the natioinc. authorities, reorga-
nized their state governments, andcho.sen repTOsentatires to l)Otli branches
of congress. Some of those representatives are now in this city. iSIore

of them were present in the capitol hails on the day cong-ress opened its

sessions. They stood and Iriiockcd at the door of t!ie family mansion of

the rejmblic, demanding, as their family birthj’iyht. admissions to its fire-

side and participation in the hosriitalities of ils board. The .door has
been shut in their faces. 'With a grief too deep for tears many of them
have already yone, and soon ail of them will go iiack to their wronged
and trainyiled people, to tell the tale of scornful rejection of the prolTered
hand of family re-union. Upon the heart of that people, brave and no-
ble as they are. will descend a sorrow too deep for utterance—sorroAV for
their desolate liomes, sorrow lor ther wasted land, given over ag’aiir, and
for how long they are unable to known to the ravages of a peace that is

war in all but the name. But their grief will be accompanied by no un-
manly repinings. From it there will spring no revolt in their _putward
allegiance, no appeal to the sword as the avenger of their wrong. Their
irurpose in that regard is nominated in the bond of their honor, and that
bond they W'ill keep inviolate forever. But from the agents who merely
hoFl the keys and occupy .by permission the family mansion of the nation,

they wull appeal to the principles of these agents, to the real owners of
the mansion—the people, the whole people of the United States of Amer-
ica. The decision which they will render in the case may be collected
even now from their antecedents and character. It comes in the pro-
phetic utterances of the popular wish, which reach this city from far and
near through the land. It is syllabled in voice from the itulpit and the
hustings. It is heralded by that portion of the press that is conservative
in character and national in spii’it. Its solemn tones echo even now along
the capitol halls of the nation, thundering in the ears of the representa-
tives of the peo]>le. if they would but hear tlnun. the mandatory words
that the children of the national household, erring though they might
have been, but now reconciled and forgiven, must not be shut out from
the fireside and the liosjutality of the common family mansion.”

But the appeals of Mr. Taylor to congress w'ere ineffectual, and the

appeal he proposed to take to the jieople of the United States in the coming
elections met with no better success, as will be seen from the record

succeeding.

The death of Al)raliam Lincoln was an ap}ialling calamity—es])ecially

to the south. Had the crazy assassin withheld his hand, reconstruction

could never have been formulated, as it was, into the acts of iMarch Ikl

and March 23d, 1867. Mr. Lincoln's leading tliought in the conduct of

the W’ar w'as the preservation of the government of the fathers: and he
toolc issue squarely with those wlio, like Mr. Sumner, were seeking to

take advantage of the times and "cliange this government from its

original form and make it a strong contr.ilized i)ower. He believed the

government to be, as Chief Justice Chase afterward defined it. in Texas vs.

"White, "an indestructible union composed of indestructil)le stat(\s. " Upon
*Nicolay and Hay's “Lincolu"

—

Century, October, 188S.
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this idea of the constitution he based his theory of restoration—a theory

which, at the time of iiis death, was well known, though it appears to

have since been industriously foryotten. This theory was, that the

insurrectionary states, notwithstanding the war, still existed as states

—

that they were never out of the Union and were always subject to the

constitution. Hence it followed that those people of these several states,

w'ho were entitled to vote by the laws existing at the date of the

attempted acts of secession, had, when they returned to their allegiance

and were pardoned, the power of reconstruction in' their own hands. On
this theory President Lincoln aided the peo^de to set up state govern-

ments in Tennessee, Louisiana and Arkansas—all without any aid from
congi’ess. But from the beginning there were eminent republicans in

congress who denied the authority of the presidem to 'intermeddle," as

they called it, in this business. As early as 18G1, IMr. Stevens, of

Pennsylvania, had announced the doctrine, that the constitution and laws

were suspended where they could not be enforced; that those who had
defied them could not invoke their protection, and that congress could

legislate for such rebellious territory outside of and without regard to

the constitution.

Mr. Sumner laid down the proposition, in resolutions introduced

February 11th. lit'Oil. that, by attempting to secede, a state had committed
suicide, and its soil had become territory subject to the supreme control

of congress. Both of these theoiues, which did not differ in result, denied

to the president any power whatever in the premises. But Mr. Lincoln

seems always to have stood on the declaration made by congress in July,

1801, that the war was being waged "to defend the constitution and all

laws in pursuance thereof, and to preserve the Union, with all the dignitjg

equality and rights of the several states unimpaired: that as soon as these

objects were accomplished, the war ought to cease, ” etc.

Pursuing .steadily the spirit of these resolutions, even down to the

day of his unhappy death, reconstruction as practiced by him was, sim-

ply, restoration of civil authority in the insurgent, but still existent,

states by the people thereof, aided by the military power of the United

States.

More than two years after this question of power had begun to be

mooted in congress the president formulated and communicated to that

body, in his message of December 8th. Ibilo, the plan he proposed there-

after to follow. In no material particular did it differ from the theory

upon w'hich he had theretofore acted. He said: "Looking now to the

liresent and future, and with ref('renc(> to a resumption of the national

authority Avithin the states wherein that authority has been suspended,

I have thought fit to issue a proclamation, a copy of which is herewith

transmitted,

"

In the proclamation, embracing the plan, .he offers })ardon to alUwho
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will swear "henceforth" to support the constUution of the United States,

etc., and proclaim.s that when those who, accepting this amnesty, shall,

have taken the oath of allegiance, each "being a qua! itled' voter by the

election laws of tlie state, existing immediately before the so-called act

of secession, and exch.iding all others, shall re-establish a state govern-

ment, which shall be republican and in no wise contravening said oath;

such shall be recognized as the true government of the state,” etc.

This was Presidmit Lincoln's plan for res’-oriug the insurgent states to

the Union; it left the question of sutfrage. entirely In the hands of those

who were qualified to vote under the laws txis^ting at the date of

secession. It was precisely this proposition—viz., that each insurgent

state, at the time of rehabilitation, must decide for itself whether it

W'ould adopt negro suffrage— that angered the republicans in congress

wdien acted on by Andrew Johnson, and culminated in the impeachment
proceedings.

But Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson were Uvo dift'erent per-

sons. Johnson was pugnacious—seeking’ always to beat down his adver-

sary and never to conciliate. Lincoln, on the other hand, never

needlessly antagonized those who could be won to his views, though Ipe

•was accustomed to adhere to his matured opinions with inilexible pur-

pose, as we shall see he did in this case, in the face of the fiercest

opposition.

When this message of December, 1803, went in, many of the republi-

can leaders were claiming for congress exclusive jurisdiction over the

question of reconstruction under the clause of the constitution which
declares that: "The United States shall guarantee to every state in this

Union a republican form of government. ” The counter claim by the

president, that he could aid the people to set up gov'ernments for them-

.selves, seemed a challenge.

Congress debated the question at length, and finally, in July, 1864,

passed, by a small majority in each house, a bill "to guarantee to certain

states a republican form of government.” This bill did not meet the

wishes of the extremists, because it did not give the ballot to tlie negro;

but, if it became law, it v\*ould be a step gained for the extremists. It

asserted the jurisdiction of congress and provided expressly that the

president should recognize by ju'oclamation the state governments estab-

lished under it, only "after obtaining the consent of congress.” The
president refused to approve the bill and defeated it by a "pocket veto.”

July 0th he m;ide a ptiblic statement, giving reasons for his course.

The bill, he said, was r<'ceived by him only one hour before the adjourn-

ment of congress, and. among other things, he thought that the system

of restoration it provided was "one very proper for tlie loyal people of

any state choosing to adopt it.” But he clearly u'as opposed to forcing

it on any state by law, as he went on to say that he would at all times

be "pri'parcd to give the executive aid :ind assistance to any such peo-
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pie”; that is. people who should “choose to adopt it,” the congressional

])lan, “when the insurrection should bo suppressed.” etc. Senator Wade
and Representative Henry Winter Davis responded in angry xu’otest. To
the admirers of Mr. Lincoln this ^document, dated in July. 18t)4. contains

charges that are astounding. After stating that the signers had read

the proclamation “without surprise, but not without indignation,” the

protest contends that want of time for examination was a false pretense.

“Ignorance of its contents is out of the question,” says the manifesto;

and then argues that Mr. Lincoln was cognizant of a plan by which “the

bill would be staved off in the senate to a period too late in the session

to require the pi'esident to veto it in order to defeat it7 and that he,” the

president, “would retain the bill if necessary, and thereby defeat it.”

The protest further says; “The president, by preventing this bill from
becoming a law. holds the electoral votes of the rebel states at the dicta-

tion of his personal ambition.” and complains that the will of congress

is to be “held for nought unless the loyal people of the rebel states

choose to adopt it.” It also calls Mr. Lincoln's action “a studied outrage

on the legislative rights of the people. ” Here the issue was squai-ely made
whether the president was to restore or the congress to reconstruct the

insurgent states. The president went on his way.

Long after his plan of restoration had been published to the w'orld his

party, in convention assembled, had approved his “practical wusdora,”

“unselfish patriotism’' and “unswerving fidelity to the constitution,” and
now, in November. 1864, on this platform, ISIr. Lincoln received 212 elec-

toral votes to 21 for George B. IMcClellan.

On the 5th of December, 18G4, the president sent in his last annual

message, which was without any allusion to the question of reconstruction,

unless it was in his mind wdien, speaking of the insurgents, he said:

“They can at any moment have peace simply by laying down their arms
and submitting to the national authority under the constitution ’ and its

closing words possibly had reference to the same subject: “In stating

a single condition of peace. I mean to say that the war will cease on the

part of the government whenever it shall have ceased on the part of those

who began it." It is very clear that up to this point Mr. Lincoln was
determined never to become a party to any political war upon the south-

ern states waged for the purpose of compelling them to range under a
political banner.

Congress, during the session that ended 1804-65, either did not care or
did not dare to insist on any reassertion of its right to reconstruct. On
the contrary, set'ing. as it undoubtedly did. that the Confinloracy -was

about to collaphe. it adjourned on the 4th of IMarch. leaving Mr. Lincoln
an open field for his policy of restoration. Every member of that con-

gress knew' what that policy was. It meant the ])rom])test possilile res-

toration of civil authority in tlu' states by the aid of executive pow'cr.

And so, now, slujrtly before his death, the president went on to prepare.
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or cause to be prepared, the proclamation for the restoration of North
Carolina, which was issued by his successor, Andrew .Tohnson, May dOth,

186.0, and was the basis of all Mr. .Johnson's sab-setpient work in that tfeld.

Mr. McCulloch, secretary of tlie treasury during the last few weeks
of Lincoln’s and througliout the whole of Johnson's administration, says,

in his “IMen and Measures of flalf a Century, ” p. 378: “Tlie very same
instrument for restoring tlie national authority over North Carolina and
placing her Avhere she stood before her attempted secession, which had
been a])})roved by Jvlr. Lincoln, was, by ISIr. ' Stanton, presented at the

first cabinet meeting which was held at the executive mansion after Mr.

Lincoln's death, and, having been carefully considered at two or three

meetings, was adopted as the re -construction policy of the administra-

tion.” On the I'^th da}" of July, 1867, Gen. Grant, before the re-con-

struction committee, said that, according to his recollection, "the 'very

paper (the North Carolina proclamation), which I had heard read twice

while Mr. Lincoln was president, was the one which was carried right

through” by President .Johnson.

In the face of these facts it is remarkable that intelligent public

opinion should seem to have since settled down to the conclusion that the

restoration policy of Andrew Johnson was a departure from that of Abra-

ham Lincoln. Upon the all-im})ortant and controlling point, that the peojile

of each state were to settle for themselves the question of suffrage,

this being a constitutional right they had not lost, the views of Lincoln

and Johnson were identical. * * =*=

In discussing the motive which influenced congress in refusing to rec-

ognize and in finally overthrowing the state governments set up by the

people of the several states of the south in 186.')-6, under the Lincoln-

Johnson idan, and demanding constitutional amendments, a great Ameri-
can law writer, .Judge J. Clark Hare, himself a republican in politics, in

his recent work on American Constitutional Law. p. 747, says: “’When

the south was prostrated by the rebellion, the dominant party resolved

on measures tliat would tend to keep them in power and might be neces-

sary for the protection of the colored race.” The author, pursuing, as

he declares in his preface, “jurisprudence with an eye single to truth,”

here affirms that the controlling motive of congress in reconstructing the

states and constitution was partisan with as much confidence as if his

statement were bas('d on a decision of the siq)reme court.

Congress adjourned IMarch 4th, 1867, not to convene again until the

first Monday in December, unless called to meet in extra session. Johnson
was inaugurated president on the 14th of April, lyiiri. just as the Con-

federacy fell. As he intended to carry on the work of restoration upon
the lines laid down by his great pretlecessor, ho needed no aid from con-

gress; and so it .seemed to be a haj>py contingency that i! was not in session.

In his cabinet were Seward, IMcCulloch, Stanton, "Welles, Dennison, Harlan

and Speed—the same strong men gatiiered around liis council board by
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llie late president, and all still in favor of the Lim-oin ]>lan of restoration.

The sudden collapse of the Confederacy was remarkable. Within forty

days from the date when Gen. Johnston gave up his sword there was

not a single Confederate soldier in arms. The surrender was complete.

Submission to ti;e authority of the United Stares v/as everywhere abso-

lute. Courts were established; the postal service rehabilitated; tax col

lectors and tax assessors went about their business.

On the 29th of May, President Johnson issued the prcclamation that

had been approved by President Lincoln for the restoration of civil gov-

ernment of North Carolina. William H. Holden v as apxiointecl provisional

governor, with authority to call a corivention to frame a constitution of

government for the state. Proclamations, similar to that for North Caro-

lina, followed for South Carolina. Georgia, Alabama, Florida and other

states. The people of the late Confederate; States acceiited vcith readiness

the presidential policy of reconstruction. In fact the unanimity with

which those who had waged such a desperate conflict against the union

now took again the oath of allegiance to the constitution of the United

States was a phenomenon that startled the republican politicians; and it

must have inspired distrust in the minds of many honest northern voters

But it was all in the utmost good faith
;
and it was not strange.

From the days when the agitation of the slavery cpiestion began to

divide the country into two sections, the south always talked more about

and cared more for the constitution, which it looked to for the protection

of its property rights in slaves, than did the north, which relied on its

majority of voters to maintain whatever views of public policy it might
happen to enteiTain. Thus it came about that the south was as devoted
to the constitution as was the north uncompromising for the union.

When, therefore, the southern states had seceded, the constitution of the

United States became the constitution of the Confederate States, with such
changes only as would emphasize and make clearer the reserved power of

the states. It is simple history to say, that the people of the Confeder-

ate States looked upon themselves, during the late war, as fighting to

perpetuate the constitution of their fathers. Slavery they deemed merely
an incident. Secession they regarded simply as a method hy which they
could j'llace themselves in a position to forever maintain inviolate the

constitution of 1789. Nothing but the spirit of liberty, however mistaken
it may have been, could have animated slave-holdei’ and non-slave-holder

to make side by side that terriVile struggle of four years for tlie Confed-
eracy, just as similar noble impulses animated the people of the nortliern

statt's to i)Our out so much of their blood and treasure for the Union.

When the Confederacy had died, and indeiiendence was no longer pos-

sible. slavery, it was apparent, had gone down forever. - S<'‘cession, too,

was dead. These two obstacles removed, the pathway to progress in the
Union seemed open, and soutliern i>eo])le were invited now i)v .Johnson, as
tliey had been by Lincoln, to come back and claim the protection of the
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constitution under which they were born. They had never, in fact, lived

under any other. And now it is quite clear how the southern people

could and did attempt to resume their places in the union with far greater

unanimity than prevailed among them when attempting to get out.

Shortly after the assembling of congress in December. IwG.), the

president was able to report that the peoi^le of North Carolina. South
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, ^Mississippi, Louisiana. Arkansas and Ten-

nessee had reorganized their state governments. The thirteenth amend-
ment to the constitution of the United States, abolisliing slavery, had
been adopted by twenty-seven states, the requisite three-fourths of the

whole number, the reconstructed government of live of the seceding

states having been counted as part of the twenty-seven. The conventions

of the seceding states had all repealed or declared null and void the ordi-

nances of secession. Every office in North Carolina, South Carolina,

Alabama. Georgia, and Louisiana, legislative, executive and judicial, wms
filled either by nn original union man or by one who, having been

pardoned, had taken the oath of allegiance to the United States. The
laws were in full operation. Senators and representatives from most of

these states were already in Washington asking to be seated in congress,

and the work of restoration, so far as it lay in the hands of the people of

these states, was completed. The report to the president made by Gen.

Grant, December 18th. 1>'65, was a fair statement of the condition at

that time of public sentiment in the south. ‘T am satisfied the mass of

thinking men in the south accept the present situation of affairs in good
faith. The questions which have hitherto divided the sentiment of the

people of the tw^o sections, slavery and state rights, or the right of the

state to secede from the Union, they regard as having been settled for-

ever by the highest tribunal, that of arms, that man can resort to. I was
pleased to learn from the leading men whom I met that they not only

accepted the decision arrived at as final, but now the smoke of battle has

cleared away and time has been given for reflection, that the decision has

has been a fortunate one for the whole country, they receiving like ben-

efits from it with those who opposed them in the field and in the council.’'

But by the new state constitutions, which the southern people had made
for themselves, suffrage was confined to wlute men, just as it was in

Connecticut, Ohio. Michigan and other northern states; and, too, the

senators and representatives-elect now asking to represent the.se late Con-

federate States were mostly democrats.

This was ,the situation when congress convened in December, 18Gr).

That body was largely republican in both branches. Would this republi-

can congress admit these democratic states'^ If not, upon what ground
would the refusal be based?

The first session of the thirty-ninth congress began December 4, l^Ga.

The speakt'r of the house of reprc'sentatives, Mr. Schuyler Colfax, upon
accepting the office, said; “The thirt\'-eighth congress closcal its consti-
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tutional existence with tlie storm-clou'l of war still hovering over us;

and after nine months' absence, congress resumes its legislative authority

in these council halls, rejoicing that from shore to shore in our laud

there is peace."

The people of the southern states had reconstructed their governments

upon the idea that peace had come; but this very same house of represent-

atives, which now began with this dechiration of its speaker, that peace

reigned suiireme, was to make war upon the state governments of the

south, justifying itself upon the theory that the war was not over. The
liresidential plan was to be disregarded. Congress, in the langauge of

Mr. Thad. Stevens, henceforth its accepted leader, was to "take no

account of the aggregation of white-washed rebels who, \vithoitt any legal

authjarity. have assembled in the capitals of the late rebel states and shn-

ulated legislative bodies." However completely this generation may have

forgotten that Johnson's policy was Lincoln's, the members of that con-

gress knew it well, for early in that session Mr. Sherman said in debate:

“When Mr. Johnson came into power he found the rebellion subtantially

subdued. What did he do'? His first act was to retain in his confidence

and in his councils every member of the cabinet of Abraham Lincoln; and,

so far as we knowv every measure adopted by Andrew Johnson has had
the approval and sanction of that cabinet."’

There can be but little doubt that, if Mr. Lincoln had lived, he would,

during 1805, have progressed at least as rapidly with his plan of recon-

struction as did President Johnson; ho was always anxious to put an end
to military control, and the successful ending of the war would have left

him the most popular man this country has ever seen since Washington.
Yet even Mr. Lincoln could not have avoided a struggle with congress.

In December, 1805, republican leaders felt that a crisis in the history

of their party had come and many of them were ready to go to any extreme.

Mr. Stevens said on the floor of the house of lepresentatives, that if the

late Confederate States were admitted to representation in congress under
the presidential i)lan. without any changes in the basis of representation,

these states, with the democrats “that would be elected in the best of

times at the north," would control the country: and he said, on the 14th

December, 1^05: "According to my judgment, they (the insurrectionary

states) ought never to be recognized as capable of acting in the Union or

of being counted as valid states until the constitution shall have been so

amended as to make it what its makers intended : and so as to secure per-

indual ascendency to the party of the Union. " First, to reduce the re]i-

resmitation to which the late slave-holding states were entitled under
the constitution; secondly, to enfranchise blacks and disfranchise whites.

* Mr. Stautoii, near the chrse of his life, lookiiif^ hack over those excitini,' times,

declared that ‘‘If Mr. Lincoln had lived, ho would have had a hard lime with his party,

as ho would have been at odds with it on reconstruction."— McCulloch, ".Men and Aleas-
iires ”
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But the mind of the notherii voter not yet ready for negro suffrage.

Pennsylvania, Ohio and other states still deniz'd it. Connecdicut, in 18(35,

gave a majority against it of 6.272. Even in (October, 1867, Ohio gave a

constitutional majority ayrainst colored suffrage of 50.629; and so late as

November, 1867, Kansas was against n<^'gro suffrage by a, majority of

8,938; while Minnesota adhered to the ^'shite basis by a majority of 1,298.

It was perfectly clear that the people were not now. in the winter of

1865-66, prepared to endorse the extreme measures that were being mooted
at Washington.

What congress would do was an interesting problem. Mr. Thad. Stev-

ens, however, seemed never to have doubted how it tvculd be solved. He
predicted that public sentiment, within less than two years, would come
up to his position. But to the accoinplisliiuent of such a result time and
work w^ere necessary. As a first step, on the 4tii day of December,' 1865,

the very day tlie thirty-ninth congress was organized, Mr. Stevens intro-

duced and passed in the house, by a party vote of 133 to 36, under the

previous cpiestion, without debate, a re5 olution to jn-ovide for a joint com-
mittee of fifteen to report on the condition of "the states which formed
the so-called Confederate States of America." The senate assented at

once to the formation of the joint committee, and afteinvard, on the

23d day of Peburary, 1866. finally agreed to a concurrent resolution, whicli^

had been the second proposition of Mr. Stevens' original resolution, that

neither house should admit any member from the late insurrectionary

states until the report of the joint commiitee on reconstruction, thereafter

to be made, shall be finally acted on. Thus it was settled that the people

most vitally interested in the two great problems, the basis of represent-

ation and the qualification of voters, wei’e to have no part, in congress,

at least, in their solution. But more tiian that, here was time gained

wfithin which the eft'ort could be made to bring the northern mind up to

Mr. Stevens' position.

The joint resolution refusing admittance to southern representatives

and senators was not jiassed without strenuous opposition. It wais an

open declaration of war iq)on the presidential plan. INIr. Raymond, of

New York, a distinguished republican, made a great speech in defense of

the president's policy. INlr. Shellal>arg('r. of Ohio, to break tlie force of

Mr. Raymond s argument, talked thus;

"They framed ini<piity and universal murder into law’

Their pirates burnt‘d your unarmed commerce upon every sea. They
carved the bones of your dead heroes into ornannmts and drank from gob-

lets made out of tlu'ir sladls. They poisoni'd your fountains. ])ut mines
under your soldiers' prisons; organized bands whose leaders were con-

cealed in your homes; and commissions ordered the torch and yellow' fever

to be carried to your cities, and to your women and cliildren. They
planned one universal bonfiia' of the nortli from Ijake Ontaifio to the

Missouri," etc., etc. The H(m. Henry Wilson, in his "History of Recon-
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struction, " quotes this and many other similar iiassionate ajipeals, intend-

in" tliem, of course, as fair specimens of the arguments 'which brought

about the re-construction of Federal and state constitutions.

Early in this session congress sent to the president a civil rights bill,

conferring many rights, not including sulfvage, ho'wever, iq>on emanci-

pated slaves. This Mr. Johnson vetoed on the ground that it was uncon-

stitutional: and, according to decisions since made by the supreme court,

it was. The veto of this bill greatly aggravated the quaiu'el, which was
alread}" open and bitter, between the president and' congress. It also lost

]\Ir. Johnson the support of Messrs. Dennison, Harlan and Speed, who
resigned from the cabinet. Mr. Stanton, too. became an avowed
enemy of the president and his policy. But he did not resign. He was
advised by Mr. Sumner and others to ‘ stick’; and he remained in the

cabinet as an obstructionist. This was utterly without precedent, and

serves well to illustrate the height to which party passion had risen.

Another reason for the break in the cabinet, in all iwobability, was that

southern democrats very naturally were supporting President Johnson’s

policy. Senator IVilson's "History of lieconstruction" is full of eloquent in-

vectives launched in the house and senate at Andrew Johnson because he

was supported by democrats, “rebels,” “copper-heads.” “traitors.” “im-

porters of poisoned clothing, ” etc.. etc. The memorable words of iMr.

Lincoln in his last annual message were: “The war will cease on the

part of the government whenever it shall have ceased on the part of those

who began it.
” But Mr. Lincoln had passed away and his words had lost

their power. !Mr. Blaine, in his “Twenty Tears.” even mentions it as a

cause of offense that those who were in arms against the government
when congress adjourned in March. 1865, were, some of them, at the hotels

in Washington, demanding to be admitted to seats in the congress which met
in December. The inllammatory debates in the first session of the thirty-

ninth congress were preliminary to the canvass for members of congress

to be elected in the autumn of I'^OO. Xo factor in those elections proved
more })otential than the rejection l)y southern legislatures of the pending

fourteenth amendment to the constitution of the United States. The
clauses on which its acceptance or rejection turned in these assemblie.s'

were: Section II., wliich apjujrtioned representatives in congress upon
the basis of tlie voting population: section III., which provided that no

i:>erson should hold office under the United States who, having taken an oath

as a Federal or state officer to support the constitution, had subsequetitly

engaged in war against the union. It was claimed by the friends of the

amendment to be' especially unfair that the south should have represent-

ation for its freemen and not give them the ballot. The right, however,

of a state to have repi-esentation for all its free inhabitants, whether
voters or not, was secured by the constitution, and that in.strunu'nt even

allowed thret'-tifths re])resentation for slaves. New York. Ohio and otlier

states denied the ballot to free negroes: some states e.xcluded by property'
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qualifications and others by educational tests, yet all enjoyed representa-

tion for all their peoples.

The reply to this was that the constitution ought to be amended be-

cau.se the south would now have, if the negroes were denied the ballot, a

larger proportion of non-votc-rs than the north. Soutliern people were
slow to see that this was good reason f>)r change in the constitution,

especially as they believed they were already entitled to representation,

and conceived that they ought to have a voice in proposing as well as

in the ratification of aniendinents. Five of the restored states had already

ratified the thirteenth amendment, and such ratification had been counted

valid. If they were states, tliey were certainly entitled to representation.

So thej' claimed.

It was perhaps imprudent fo.” southern people at that time to under-

take to chop logic with their conn uerors, or indeed to claim any rights at

all—as the net results of their insistence were, that they were called

“impudent claimants ’ by the republican convention at Pittsburgh, and
indeed everywhere in the I’epublican press.

The insuperable objection, however, to the ratification of the fourteenth

amendment was to be found in the clause which required the people of

the late Confederate States to disfranchise their own leaders, to brand
with dishonor those who had led them in x»eace and in war. The rejection

of this amendment at the south greatly strengthened the republican posi-

tion;- because the north, looking at it from a ditferent stand-point, thought

the proposition a fair one. If any among those who proposed the

amendment intended it should be rejected, it was shrewdly devised; if it

was not intended to procure its own rejection, then it was clumsily con-

trived.

Even before the close of the war ])ublic sentiment had demanded some
provision for the protection of the liberated slaves, who everywhere came
flocking into the union lines. The result was tlie establishment by law,

, March 3d, 18fi5. of a Freedman's bureau, which was speedily extended,

after hostilities had ceased, into all the late Confederate States. The law

made the agents of this bureau guardians of freedmen, with j'lower to

^make their contracts, settle their disputes with employers and care for them
generally. The position of bureau agent was one of power and respon-

sibility, capable of being used beneficently, and sometimes, no doubt, it

was, but these officials were subjected to great temptation. iSIany i)eople,

who believed that the newly 'emancipated slave needed a guardian to take

care of him. believed also that, if he only had the ballot, he could take

care of himself and the country, too. In fact, the sentiment in favor of

universal suffrage was already strong, even in the spring of l>'G3;and it

was natural for every bureau agent, who might have a turn for politics,

to conclude that, with the bunmu's help. iMr. Stevens and his friends

might eventually succeed in gi\ ing the negro the ballot. Thh bureau

agent was “the ne.xt friend' of the negro. With negro sutfrage, this
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official's fortune ^^'as marie. Without it, of course, this stranger had no

liope of office in the south. It was not therefore to his interest, if he

had political aspirations, that there .should be peace between the races.

From conscientious men, connected with this bureau. Gen. Grant

obtained the information upon which he based the opinion, given to the

president in the report already quoted from, that ‘dhe belief widely

sprearl among the freedmen of the southern states that the lands of their

former OAvners will, at least in part, be divided among them, has come
from the agents of this bureau. This belief is seriously interfering with

the willingness of the freedmen to make contracts for the coming year."

And he further said: “Many, perhaps the majority, of the agents of the

Freedmen’ s Bureau advise the freedmen that by their own industry they

must expect to live. ... In some instances, I am sorry to say, the fregd-

man’s mind does not seem to be disabused of the idea that he has a right

to live without care or provision for the future. The etfect of the belief

in the division of lands is idleness and accumulation in camps, towns and
cities.

”

The first lesson in the horn-book of libeidy for, thn freedman obviously

was, that in the sweat of his fane he must earn his bread—a laAv unto all

men since the days of Adam. It is a sad commentary on the workings of

the bureau, that the best thing Gen. Grant could say of its agents Avas,

that “many, and perhaps a majority of them, " did so adA'ise. If these of-

ficials Avere really responsible, as Gen. Grant belieA'ed, for the demoral-

ized labor condition at the south—and their poAver oA^er the freedmen is

beyond all question—then they were, in fact, organizing chaos AA'here

their mission AA'as peace and good order. Nearly eAmry one of these agents,

who remained south after reconstruction, Avas a candidate for office: and
many actually became gOA'ernors, judges, legislators, congressmen, x^ost-

m asters, revenue officers, etc.

Such a situation as confronted southern legislatures in the fall and
early Avinter of 1805 \vas neA*er before Avitnessed in America. Prior to

1801 the luAA’s to compel xieoxile to industrious habits Avere not generally

so stringent in the south as in the noi th. This resulted x^artly from
slav'ery and partly from the easy conditions of life in a mild climate.

Tiiere AA'ore no Iuavs that met the tu'W situation. NeAV and stringent stat-

utes Avere jiassed to x)reA*ent Autgrancy and idleness, but they did not
merit the odium A’isited uxion them by many honest northern A'oters, Avho,

not understanding the situation, Avere led to belieA’e them nothing short

of an effort to re-enslaA'e the negro, Avhen their xmiq)ose Atas simxdy to

counteract the teachings that had demoralized the freedman and couqiel

him to industrious habits.

The passage of the concurrent resolution in December, 18(55, to in-

quire into the condition of the late Confederate iStates meant open hostility

to the presidential |dan. Having declarc'd Avar, the dominant jiaTty of

course exercised great care in selecting members to serve on the commit-



'

I':' f’

W.il . 'll .'T'
'-'jv.OnI -

vii) jiv'i-

tfr(.'f3 .!f.d' ./i-i"

lit 01 n >•/]“ ni.

VM,;K)lii'w

"ivilt 'V'. .ni. •: -r

:», i. M'i ,fl ...!',. 1
'.

',

,

‘ •

' r !‘!S r'i Ij' l
"

' I M

Vi.VllU''
'

•III! i

• ..•‘iVi* ".i

•'.I'x ,',.l

1 iM'V; !
It' 'V'-- "

.•irioy 'to o' o.*-u|!iW'
.v«*s.;not fe'Iwajfta

•

r«dt *.•.*< I •!>'rt .i«‘Hifiofj fu»l
vui U-ii

ii .djihja Of< ' «t 'vda*

,:r{ O') dudoi'*!’'

«*
''‘"'''I”

•••>«*>« ««'*
.,n,v, ,iwlv,«w.-. .n^«... «uo.Ji

.((

;-|d rtii

HjO ‘'*lf

' ,,.:,UHl
’'dl ‘UO'tl

}'ti f ^ iiiiid' tjlvv

/V

.•(H

>•);! 1 'll
'

iltl'l ‘o[

;7j '

IM

t)r:r

IV -I'J

;

' 'i v7 :
‘

„, ,. .,„ m;-„ i xofot
,s.juVd:>-<^^ib 7*d .ojiiv rs< —

• • !>/.• oh •'' 'I ’o-jd'"-'
'''

wt '’";,i;;:5«rffM.i ;«i

;: /X> lixrfj 7x1
" '

:
“ - "

'

I m
,1 .XK.OX fiu' J

f7“’';'^‘';’’'',,f'i,, ,,xxxx'MuV •jn.«tef>osra

,i,.,..,J';'
<-..(1 7" "

7 ;,,;,,te«.i..i-/ilx »iU a!
,-, 7 u ?Hr.,

vhm.rMio xxaf .-I -xo -,07 V««W lx
''

J .. r ..-.I XL. x'l.i ;f.i.7irf!(r '»i!

^Tfe

[J.f!, i,'>.;u

jO' <4 ,-•.

••' ' ''
'

/t>: r. i!.'
*''

.,ni')'> '-j t

.)jJ.

'

I'v';'
'

I o <

•H iii Oil I lii

.1)
.X

a.
8x1 ‘"7*

'

,.xi;i:>/v v:. 7,,i:l» -v«,;a O'.ffl

,,.; ,•„ x-,irtx..xxjx)i I X
,

„.*(• Miu ,r«t)-.!'«viu.l eliH

-f Iv (
’ '

'

"Ml H >. ]uip: .xamr xtiidt

;.itt
'.Viiwi.vMo:! vi

ot r. j*.

,i; n.

.,, ,.n,frrtr.}yu^iK~ •;••
, .

5
,,.^ hm'‘Mn wtw

,

X ... .V.XX,.X ;X-7V1 ,^-,!Ul
,,,,, .„. X x rS', 7X-lxl»S™

.'..(tirtV't l.ixx '»

.w <

/'d.

-' "

''''.'f^; K,.‘, ,v .Hi.imUft' .nr

uuU-. luudiun unv" ^rn,v-^ ^

if' Yt'pfii’'- .-.int/ I iM' V )-sv'f,j fc.i'in I ,-'
'

^
. i J < . i^«(f-j«xi.a.,

.‘.,\\n.ii-o >nH» oj;!Ur<*-vi‘r MUJ Jv-wi'i.i-n*' Mill )K,.i 1« f-

.;, .M,-.,-.Mi..i. "<fi l-..l."^> ’7) 1 1...1 '-wsf
, ,

,

' I !f,, . I. VIJ 1 I'l'Al'.fA IH

-,iu)M‘.H''j '-'iM 'ro '

! 1-; i

Ml

'• ,,; /,; fir n-'^i'

; ,ft
, i.|7,' .'.>id''n

8
1 f)'

'

'
1 ; trt^i ; Kkt'V 1

1^^..;
r

.; Mf wlti 'tv

,n U:l u,Mlf.
onr

|

^

' ' * rv
.

, .'T.My.j';

M.,;i'.'i •/.'.' wifliino >



76 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

tee which was to make this inquiry. Mr. Blaine (Vol. II., p. 127), says:

“It was foreseen that in an especial clearee the fortunes of the republican

jiarty would be in the keeping of the fifteen men who might be chosen.’’

Speaker Colfax and the appointing power in the senate put on the com-

mittee twelve re])ublicans and only three democrats, one from the senate

and tAVo from the house.

The field from which testimony was to be drawn was 'the unrepre-

sented south. On the sub-committee which took testimony as to Virginia.

North Carolina. South Carolina. Georgia. xVlabama. ^Mississippi and Ar-

kansas, there was not a democrat to call or to question a witness. The
only hope of fair play lay in the magnanimity or sense of justice of men
who had already voted to refuse admission to the southern members and

who Avere placed uj^on the committee cvith the expectation, as IMr. Blaine

has indicated, that they would take care of the republican party Tliere

is not space here to discuss the evidence of the Avitnesses, Avho chose or

were chosen to come before these gentlemen. It consists of hundreds of

pages of speculatiA’e testimony, hearsay, etc.

The crimes committed, in the most peaceful times, Avithin eighteen

consecutiA’e months, among any population of eight millions, Avould, if

industriously ai'rayed. make a fearful record. To make that arraignment

of the late Confederate States was the task to Avhich this able committee
addressed itself in 1866. The situation in these states was peculiar.

When, the surviving soldiers returned from the field, around their deso-

late homes they found four millions of slaA'es suddenly manumitted. The
returning soldiers Avere themselA’es more or less atfected by that demor-
alization Avhich is an unfailing consequence of protracted Avar. The
negroes Avere demoralized by their neAvly-found freedom. They turned,

for the most part, a deaf ear to the adA’ice of their old masters and lis-

tened Avith aA’idity to the tales that Avere bruited about, said to have come
from the stranger friends Avho had freed them, to the effect that the lands

of their rebel masters AA’ere to be confiscated and ‘divided among them.

It is impossil)le that, under such circumstances. hoAVOA’er earnestly all good
citizens might striA'e for the general good, there should not hatm been
friction betAveen the races. Yet. notAvithstanding the extraordinaiy and
unprecedented conditions tlnu’e Avas. to Gen. Grant, notlung. as his report

already ([noted shoAvs, in the situation thei e in the fall of k^6.‘), that Avas

not creditable to the masses of the jjeojde. G(m. Grant Avas not in

politics: the gentlemen of the committee of fifteon Avere, and a feAV Avords

as to the treatment of one state, as a sample, will suffice to show tliat the

methods em[)loyed Avere such as to alloAV no rational ex[)ectation of reac-h-

ing correct comdusions. As to the conditi<5n in Alaliama only five per-

sons, Avho claimed to be citizens. Avere examined. These Avere all

republican politicians. The testimony of ('acli Avas bitterly [nirtisan;

under the governimmt of the state, as it tlnm e.xistt'd, no ou(> of these

Avitnesses could ho [)0 for official [uad'criuent. In his testimony each Avas



i.l..

OT

ri* .•'ifiii'
.' MiU 'i'MS', 1'5 ;);cr:.'|#</> itft ni'JfH'

'

'•? '!,j hl-a- <il'« It 'll n'l-iriit J.l) V* t'.n!ii'>'i:J ** Mi ,<’"5 •'

!

— ; ; ;;

-.lil f'!-./ fKf 'I- f»fl /jl.
'•il ''rf".

li,:, .... ,

-

'
.

- .
- 4di :, v.f! -fM :o

'' ' • *
•’

e , > >.= • M
...Tv /.'V' Ml 'i- ->•/ -Ivr UU"/7

'
^

'^.;p
'

. ,, V, Ml ';!»ofy T^.nv timt >

,, ,... ,m : ,7 ,-.i«ii ,:M) />; UMtntMWr>
^

’
',

. '(o vti« vr^O‘'«if .hur,py;x-

';'

''.A, ilMUV. o,i:
.M, ., 4 .1 •'' ' ^ "

, , I . ,. :,', ' '

', inO'ili !.i''i(.'f<
7-.‘'‘. :-'f7).H>d.>8; '«ai-n 7\fi'< "'‘i 4i

7 '.
. . ,...-ii|t.-'-tiit4 MU.!k'3 '. '’' ‘‘'•“Mi '.***

I
. (

' J *S I

*
'/ f ‘ V

' f J ^ i H " •. . vVr* . ‘*ulJli.t

;

'

:

'i
»"«*'*'“

“' -
' ' '

. , I, j .,,.^ vi. .'i.w
'

, .
;

••
;

" .(•**»•• (
s' ivi' < * ' '.-,

'

, : ,

•

-.hr/;
74- vi.ilHv, ni,.

'":::
.

^^.l i 4 l
4 .u:dM

7
--

.

;
.or’

' ‘
'

:..'io. ,p O'.M .'i'dv,
'-'•

:' '

-
'

o -e 4 -' -V-

'
,

'

,
•', * ,.,/l' . r 'f*.iir.', .

iM ' ;!!!. -.It .Uti.'ir * ' .

I
,

t I .

^ V -MilV'’..
'.

I,..:'., -;5
'''f- iO«

‘ ' ^ '’
'.'

" ,•.’ .ics^ .Mfm)’'.*' , -/,ll -t! dtl* ;«’ottJIoq

.|t' t
:

'
., 4 (.Ul-t t 't " '- It' '' ."tjU'l... 1 . V

^
1 , r' .4.1 >!v Lt-lt

., . 4 ,..,,,/.. t| .j,V:''. 't -It V/t,(..ll‘. ' ' i'.l. t
"t'- ''•' ''

• ’

.) v—io »-. .I..... .W'll tl
t" r'.Jittt:.** .'



ALABAMA IX I'EDERAL POLITICS. t (

striving for the overthrow' of his existing state gOv'ernnien*- and the set-

ting up of some sucli institutions as foliowed under congressional recon-

struction. Whc'ii this reconstruction had tinally taicen place, the first of

these five witnesses became governor of his state; the second became a

senator in coigress: the third secured a ll^e x^usitioii in one of the

departments at Washington; the fourth became a circuit judge in Ala-

bama, and the fifth a judge of rtie sajireme court in the District of

Columbia— all as reiniblicans. There was no demctcrat in the sub-com-

mittee. which examined these gentlemen, to cross-ex:imine them; and not

a citizen of Alabama was called before that sub-coimuittee to answer or

exiilain their evidence. Of the re|)ort of this committee, based nx>on evi-

dence taken by such methods, Mr. Blaine iiermits himself to say AWl. II.,

p. 9) ; "That report is to be taken as an absolutely truthful xDicture of the

southern states at that time. "
i

The first session of the thirty-ninth congress nov,- came to a close.

Besides the jiassage, over the x>resident's objections, of a still more radi-

cal freedmen's bureau bill than defeated that by his first veto, it liad

accomplished little else than to drive most of ilie moderate rexmblicans

into the ranks of the extremists. On adjournment, members W’ent into

the canvass at home. The late Confederate States were held out of the

union; and their status was to be determined by elections at the north.

The rejection of the fourteenth amendment, the rexiort of the joint com-
mittee of fifteen, the testimony taken by that committee, the evidence

furnished by agents of the Freedmen's bureau, the vetoes and tlie

alleged treachery to the republican x>arty of Andrew Johnson—these were
the material of the canvass. Mr. .Johnson had adhered rigidly to Abra-

ham Lincoln’s theory of restoration. That theory the republicans now
vvcre assailing and .Johnson Avas on trial as an axiostate.

The republicans came back to the last session of the thirty-ninth

congress, which began on the fir.st ^Monday in DecemVier. 18GG, exulting

in a great victory. Never since the begining of the government had there

been such a camitaign daring an "off year." Tlioiurh no xmesidont Avas to

be elected, four national coiiA'entions had been held; the air Avas filled

with inflammatory sxieeches and the dying embers of the passions engen-

•dered by the CiA'il Avar Avere f:mnod into llames. The residt of the election

was a majority, in the fortieth congress, of thirty-one for the republicans in

the senate and ninety-four in the house. The rexmblicans Avere greatly

elated. President Johnson, avIio Avas still ready Avith his A'etoes, Avas tlie

only obstacle in their x)ath. It Avas xiroposcd to remove him by imx)each-

ment. As |)ut Ipy iSIr. Shiickers. himself a rex'P'Jit'an, in his life of S. P.

Chase, (xu 947.), the rexmblican leaders at this juncture "felt tJie vast import-

ance of the x>i’esidential xiiitronage; many of them felt, too, tliat according to

the maxim that to the victors belong the sx^oils, the rei)ublicau party Avas

riglitfully entitled to the Federal X'f^ti'onage ; and they determined to get
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possession of it. There was but one method, and that was by impeach-

ment and removal of the pi’esident.

"

On the 7th of January, 1607, iSIr. Loan offered a resolution that, "for

the purpose of secui'inp’ the fruits of the victories gained, " impeachment
of the president was necessary. On the same day Mr. Kelso, also "for

the pui’pose of securing the fruits of the victories gained," introduced

impeachment resolutions. Then Mr. Ashley moved and carried resolutions

for the ap
2
)ointnient of a committee to iiK[uire for grounds on which the

president could be impeached. Xo proof was offered ; the committee was
to hunt for proof. The president's "bank account was examined. His

private conduct in Washington was carefully scrutinized, klen were
employed to investigate his public and private character in Tennessee.

But nothing was found to his discredit." (McCulloch, p. 394.) Notwith-

standing the futility of this elfort, in one form or another, the impeach-

ment program survived until the next winter, when President Johnson
furnished an excuse in the removal of kir. Stanton from the secretaryship

of war, and the impeachment proceedings were then pressed to a con-

clusion. " It is now well understood tliat no legal grounds for the

impeachment existed; and even at that day, in the height of party

passion, there were seven republican senators, the exact number necessary

to save the president, who, in spite of party pressure, voted "not guilty"

at the trial.

The excitement prevaling in the country at large, at the time of the

impeachment, may be judged of by the following editorial paragraph
from the Harrisburg (Penna. ) State Guard: "Just as sure as we believe

the blood of Abraham Lincoln is on the soul of Andrew Johnson, so

certain are we that he contemplates drenching the country once more in

the blood of civil war. " The effort to impeach tlie president was not

allowed to delay the program of congress. Universal suffrage having-

been decided on, obviously the first step was. in the language of Mr.

Henry Wilson, in his "History of Keconstruction" (p. 207), "the exten-

sion of suffrage to the colored race in the District of Columbia, both v.s a

rhjht and an > .rainj'Ic.
" The bill to this effect was before the senate. Mr.

Buckalcw, of Pennsylvania, ]u-esented thus the grounds ui^on which the

democrats opposed it ; 'T)ur ancestors placed suffrage upon the broad

common-sense principle that it should be lodged in and exercised by those

\vho could use it most wisely and most safely and most efficient!}'

to serve the ends for which Government was instituted, " and "not

upon any abstract or transcendental notion of human rights which
ignored the existing facts of social life." And, he said: " I shall not

vote to degrade suffrage. I shall not vote to pollute and corrupt the

foundation of political power in this country, either in my own state or

in any other." The debate took a wide range. It was understood that

the late C’onfederatc' Stales were to share the fate of the distJ-ict. One
question was whether the i-ight of suffrage should be confined to those
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who could read and write. Mr. Sumner stated liis position thus: “Now,
to my mind nothing is clearer than the absolute necessity of suffrage for

all colored jiersons in the disorganized states. It will not be enough if

you give it to those who read and write
;
you will not, in this way. acquire

the voting force which you need there for the protection of unionists,

whether white or black. Von "'III "ot secure the ueu' allies, who are essential

to the national cause. " The bill granting suffrage passed, without (pialifi-

cation. On January 7. Is07. the president returned it with liis objections.

Mr. Sherman, discussing the veto, said: “The president says this is not

the place for this experiment. I say it is the place of all others, because,

if the negroes here abuse the political power we give them, we can with-

draw the jirivilege at any moment.

"

It is curious, glancing forward a few years, to see the result of

this initial experiment. In l'^71, while the republicans were still in

power in both houses, a law was passed allowing the District of Colum-
bia to elect its own legislature and governor. The newly enfranchised

voters, who were given the ballot “both as a right and as an example,”

had thus full opportunity to show their capacity. What was occurring,

at that time, in the southern states was always a matter of partisan dis-

pute, but the noon-day sun was shining full upon the capital district,

and the whole country saw that the y)olitic il power conferred was being

“abused.” As Senator Sherman had indicated it might be, it was, in

1874, promptly “withdrawn” by a law which took away, not only from
the black man, but also from the white man, the right, which the latter

had long enjoyed, of voting in the District of Columbia. The new law
provided that the district should be governed by three commissioners

appointed by the xiresident. There has not been a ballot cast in the dis-

trict since 1874.

Congress had the right to enact universal suffrage in the District of

Columbia. It has exclusive jurisdiction there, under the constitution;

but that instrument might have been searched in vain, in 1807. for any
power over the elective franchise in the states. Mr. Justice Nelson, of

the suiireme court of the United States, on the circuit had decided, in

the case of Egan, that South Carolina was entitled, after her civil gov-

ernment had been restored under the x'^i’P-'>icIential x>lan. to all the rights

of a state in the union. In a carefully ])rex^ared ox“>inion he said: “A
new constitution had been formed, a governor and legislature elected

under it and the state jilaced in the full enjoyment of all her constitu-

tional rights and privileges.” Wliat was true of South Carolina was true

of others of the late Confederate States, and if tlu'se states were states,

as Mr. .lustice Nelson hold, tlien congress had no jiower over suffrage

within their borders.

But the view of tJie constitution did not suit the majority in congress.

The victory at the X)olls in the fall had x^ut them al>reast with Mr. *8tev-

ens, and now, in the winter of (5i)-(i7, tlu'y claimed full x'^^^ver ovei- the
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late insuj’i'octionary states, on the ground that it was for congress to

decide when the war had ceased; and they decided it was not yet over.

Mr. Fessenden put it thus; "Is there antdhing more certain than that

the conqueror has a right, if he chooses, to change the form of govern-

ment, that he has the rigltt to punish?” etc. On the lath of IMarch^ 18G7,

Senator Howard, of Michigan, said; "They took their own time to get

out of the union: let them take their own time to return. They took

their own time to initiate the war; we took our own time to close the

war.” Mr. !Maynard, of Tennessee, seemed to think it necessary to show
that the continued existence of tlie war was a fact, really existing, and

not a fiction assumed for jurisdictional purposes, and he said, on the floor

of the house, in February, ’07; "It is not quite accurate to say that we
are at peace; that there is no war. What peace is it? The peace of

Vesuvius at rest, the peace of the slumbering volcano; the fires banked

ujt, not extinguished; the strength of the combatants exhausted, but

their wrath not appeased; no longer able to continue the condict, but

awaiting a favorable opportunity to renew it.”

The facts were that for eighteen months itrior to Mr. [Maynard's

speech there had not been, nor has there been, during the quarter of a

century elapsing since, any offer or thought in any of the late Confed-

erate States, of resistance to the general government; unless one may
denominate such the occasional shooting, by a moonshiner, of a revenue

officer; and this has occurred, oftener than elsewhere, in the republican

district of east Tennessee, represented, the writer believes, by IMr. May-
nard when he claimed to be standing on a volcano.

Nevertheless, congress solemnly adjudged, for itself, that the war
was* not over; and so, on the 2d of [March, 1807, in order, as was recited

in the preamble, "to protect life and property in the rebel states of

Virignia, North Carolina, Georgia, South Carolina. Alabama. Mississippi,

Louisiana, Florida, Texas and Arkansas,” “until loyal and republican

state governments can V>e legally established, ” it was enacted that those

states should be divided into military districts and placed under military

rule. On the -od of March. 1807. a su 2)pleniental act was passed, com-
pleting the plan of reconstruction. The.se acts annulled the state govern-

ments then in operation; (uifranchised the negro; disfranchised all who
had partici|)ated in the war against the union, whether pardoned or not,

if_ they had lu’eiously held any executive, legislative or judicial office

under the state or general government: provided for the calling of con-

ventions, the framing and adopting of state constitutions, the election of

state officers: and, in fact, pointed out all the machinery necessary to

put into operation now governments upon the ruins of the old. Until

the several states should be admitted under these new governments into

the union, the military officers in command were to have ab.solute power
over life, liberty and property: with the sole e.xception, that dtnath sen-

tences were subject to approval by the president. Several inetf'ectual
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offorts were made to <ret the question of the validity of these laws before

the supreme court of the United States. At last the case of McCardle
from INIississijipi seemed to present it fairly. McCardle, basing- his de-

nial of the power of a military court to punish him on the ground that

the reconstruction laws conferring that authority were unconstitutional,

apj)oaled to the supreme court. \That court denied a motion to dismiss

the appeal. The case was then argued on its own merits. The argument
was concluded on the bth IMarcli. and the court took the case under

ad\'isement. While it was being so held, to prevent a decision of the

question, a bill was rushed through both houses and finally passed,

March 27; 1867, over the president’s veto, depriving the court of juris-

diction over such appeals. This act, of course, implied the fear that the

decision would be adverse to the validity of the law's, as a favorable deci-

sion would have been of immense value to the republican party. Con-

sidering all the circumstances, it is indeed natural to conclude that this

hasty action w'as based upon positive information that the decision, if

made, would declare null and void the reconstruction laws. xVfter the

]>assage of these laws and the muzzling of the supreme court, the careful

observer of existing conditions, looking at the many adventurers w'ho

had followed in the wake of the army, at the numei’ous employees of the

Preedmen's bureau, so long in training for their now* fast-ripening oppor-

tunities, might easily have predicted that the legislation of congress

W'ould inevitably result in what IMr. Lincoln had feared and deplored as

far back as 1862.
,

Just before the election for members of congress, which had been
ordered by Governor Shepley in Louisiana, President Lincoln addressed

him a letter, November 21, 1862, saying that only "respectable citizens

of Louisiana," voted for by "other respectable citizens," were Avanted as

representatives in Washington. "To send,” he says, "a parcel of north-

ern men here, elected, as would be understood, and ])erhaps justly so. at

the point of the bayonet, would be disgraceful and outrageous.” But
party s]urit had now' gottf'n far aAvay from the lofty plane on Avhich

Lincoln, the statesman, had stood. Even Mr. Gartield. usually generous
and conseratiA'e, had become so much excited as to say, in the discus-

sion of these measures on the ls|h February, W67. and seemingly AA'ith

('xulta’tion: "This bill sets out by laying its hands on the rebel govern-

ments and taking the A'ery breath of life out of them; in the next place

it puts the bayonet at the breast of CA'ery reoel in the south; in the next

place it leaves in the hands of congress utterly and absolutely the A\*ork

of I’econstruction. ” In f)ther words, IMr. Garhuld meant that if the re-

sults Avcro not satisfactory, congress might, at Avill, modify or cliange its

plans.

But happily, as it no doubt appeared, there Avas only need for a feA\'

more changes in the laA\'. Tlie I’econstructors builded even bett(*rvthan

6
*
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they knew. The results exceeded e\"en the .Stiiiguint; prediction of Mr.

Henry Wilson, who said. March 15. ISh?, on the door of the senate: “With

the exercise of practical judgment, with good organization, scattering tire

great truth and tlie facts before the people, a majority of these states

Avill, within a twelvemonth, send here senators and representatives who
think as we think, speak as we speak and vote as we vote, and wall

give their electoral votes for w'hoever we nominate for president in

1808."
,

In a little more than a "twelvemonth " from the date of Mr. Wison’s

prediction—by the close of June, irOS—eight of the eleven Confederate

States w'ere represented in both branches of congress. Of these repre-

sentatives all but two were republicans, and among the sixteen senators

there was not a single democrat. Ab-.mt one-half of those senators and

representatives were northern men, elected wdien, as Mr. Garfield 'said,

"the bayonet was at the breast of every rebel in the south"—a thing Mr.

Lincoln had characterized as "disgraceful and outrageous.” The "fruits

of the war" were being gathered. Nothing remained but to perpetuate

existing conditions. Not only did ’these newly set up' states ratify^ with

alacrity the fourteenth amendment, but by the 30th of March, 1870, wuth

their assistance, the fifteenth amendment was also declared part of the

constitution. Suffrage had been granted to the negro in the southern

• states by" congress. This amendraeni provided that "the right to vote

should not be abridged by" the United States, or by" any" state on account

of race. Color or previous condition of servitude." The net results of

these reconstruction measures w"ere that, in the forty-first congress,

beginning March 5. 1871. when the tw"elve southern states, including

West Virginia, had all been gathered into the fold, they were repre-

sented by- twenty-two republicans and two democratic senators and fprty-

eight republicans and thirteen democratic representatives.

RECONSTRUCT ION

.

The senators and representatives w’ho had been elected to congress in

1805, and who wore rejected, were all Alabamians, thoroughly" identified

w"ith the state, and were democrats. When the reconstruction govern-
ment had IjiM'u put into operation the six reimesentatives elected, to the

fortieth congi-t-ss and admitted w"ere all republicans and none of them
had been resichnits of Alabama until after the close of the war. They"

were of tliat class known as "carpet-baggers." One of them, .Judge C. W.
Huckhpv, was .a man o'" fair talent and good p(u-.sonal diameter. He
served three terms in congress, and has since remaim'd in Alabama and
become identified with the state. The new senators were also strangers
to the soil of Alabama and both republicans. One of them, Gen. Willard
Warnei-. w:is a man of considerable ability' and of a good character. The
other was ( Icoi-ue H. Spencer. Wlu'n, in l''7tt his first tenm as senator
was about to expire and the legislature had lieen elected that was to
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clioose his successor, Mr. Spencer, seeing that he would be defeated by
the regular body, whose members had been sworn in under the returns,

organized another, called, from the ])lace of its meeting, the "court-

house legislature.” The republican governor, Lewis, called upon the

attorney-general of the United States to decide upon the manner in

which one legislature should be made out of these two. This otticial sent

from Washington a telegram, which the governor laid before the regular

legislature convened at the capitol as “a gentle intimation of the convic-

tions of the law officer of the United States government of his views.”

The,se views were enforced by the United States soldiers, who. as the

governor said, were "quietly tented on a lot adjoining the capitol.” The
new legislative body compounded of the two according to the view of the

distant "law-officer,” was still against ISIr. Spencer. He lacked two vote§.

These he obtained, one by having a follower to break his pair with an

absent democrat, the other by the non-attendance of a democrat who
claimed that his liquor the night before had been drugged. Thus Spen-

cer got another term as United States senator, carrying him along until

March 4, 1879.

Although Alabama did not comxi’etely emerge from the eclipse with
which the congress by its reconstruction laws had overshadowed it until

the great election of 1874, yet George Goldthwaite, a representative citi-

zen of the state and a democrat, was elected in 1S71 as United States

senator for six years. Senator Goldthwaite was a man of high character

and had^ been a distinguished judge of the supreme court, but, at the

time of his election, his splendid abilities were already paralyzed by the

hand of disease, and he never was able to render to his state the services

his countrymen Avould otherwise have had reason to expect of him.

There Avere four elections for representatiA’es in congress during the

era of Alabama's eclipse. Only in the first. 1868, Avere the adventurers AAdio

had SAAmoped doAvn upon the state able to diA’ide among themseh'es all

these offices. In the forty-first congress, among the six representatiA'es,

there AA'ere four Alabamaians chosen. lector M. Dox and Milliam C. Sher-

rod, democrats—the latter a gallant Confederate soldier. Charles Hayes
and Robert S. Heflin, noAV become republicans. Avere elected. iMr. Dox
soiwed tAA'o terms and Charles Hayes serA’ed three.

Among the inendDors of the forty-second congress Avere William A.
Handley and Joseph Sloss, democrats. Mr. Handley Avas a business man
of fine character and had also been a Confederate soldier. iMr. Sloss

served two terms.

Re-appoiutmeut under the census of H79 gave AlaV)ama eight repre-

sentatives instead of six, and thei’e noAV a])peared, as nc'Av members of the

forty-third congress (1873-7)) Charles Pelham, Christopher C. Sheats,

Alexander White, Fredc'rick G. BrcAinberg. and Col. John H. Caldwell.

Hr(,)mb<>rg Avas an independent, (’aUlwrll Avas a dmuocrat. Pelham Slieats

and White Avere republicans. Mr. Whit*' Avas a luAvyer of high rank, and
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though he avus defective in voice, was nevertheless ehoquent. He had been

extreme in his opposition lo the republican party w^ien it Avas being' legis-

lated by congress into the control of his state; luit. after the election of a

republican i)resident. in he left the democracy, and noAV, by his

advocacy in congi-ess of a bill to suspend, at the will of the president, the

writ of habeas corpus in the southern states, be droAV doAvn upon himself

the bitterest of maledictions from his former associates. Col. CaldAvell,

who Avas also elected to the succeeding congress, had served Avith dis-

tinction in the Confederate army, Avas a gentleman of very decided talent,

of pleasing manners and quite an attracth'e jiopular speaker. He is a

tyiiical southerner.

PROCxKESS FROM 1874 TO 189l\

In the election of l&7i! the democratic party as an organization had
supported Horace Greeley, a life-long republican—the only instance in

which one of the great political parties had selected its candidate for

president from the ranks of tlie other. But the circumstances Avere

peculiar. There seemed to be no hope for a regular democrat. A section

of the republican party, calling itself liberal, had in conA'ention denounced
the rei)ublican party for its treatment of the south, and nominated, as its

candidate, Horace Greeley. The democratic national conA’ention indorsed

him. Exceptional as this action Avas, it noAv appears to haAm been Avise.

Partisan misrepresentation had created a Avide-si)read belief, throughout

the northern states, that the “unregenerate rebels" of the souuth Avere not

“loyal to the union. " The fact that the masses of the southern democ-
racy, although there Avere some defections, supported iSIr. Greeley, aa’Iio

had been a leader in the old abolition partAg seems to haAm paved the

way for a grtmt democratic A'ictoi'y in the congressional elections of 1>>74,

and there foreshadoAved the notable and fruitless triumph of two years

later.

Tilden, democratic candidate for president in 1870, had, as democrats
contended, a clear maloi ity (h’ the electoral votes over Hayes, republican.

But the election machinery of South Carolina, Florida^ and Louisiana, all

of which states democrats cdaiined. Avas in the hands of the republicans.

Hayes Avould be (dceted if he could havp counted for him all the electoral

A’otes of these three states. A single A'ote from either Avould git^e Tilden

a majority of the electoral college. Indications so clearly pointed to the

election of Tilden that Hayes himself, at one time, conceded it. But the

chairman of the re]>ub]ican national committee Ijoldly announced that

Hayes Avas elected. ‘ Visiting statesmen, " as they Avere afterAVard called,

were sent by the republican managers into the disp)u1ed states and the

returns Avere all so manipulated as to giA'e majorities to Hayes.

There Avas gwuit exciteimmt at Washington and throughout the coun-

try. The house Avas democratic, but the senate Avas republican. .and Gen.
Grant, republican, Avas president. The tAVo houses, it Avas ('A'ident, could
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not agree about the count. Finally, the house, im]n‘essecl with the be-

lief that otherwise Hayes would be put in power by the army, consented

to the creation of the cel'ebrated electoral commission which decided that

it had no power to go behind the returns as finally made, and Hayes was
counted in.

The democrats, as has been stated, .secured in the election of 1874 a

large majority in the house of representatives. Alabama sent six demo-
crats and only two republicans. Charles Hayes and .Jere Haralson. Haral-

son was a colored man. formerly a slave. All the democrats, except Col.

John H. Caldwell, were new members, and all, like Col. Caldwell, had
rendered distinguished service in the Confederate army. Otherwise they

would not have been representative men, so universally had the people

of the state supported the cause of the Confederacy. Of these new mem-
bers, Taul Bradford served only one term, during which he showed Him-

self to be a very strong man and an attractive debater. Burwell B.

Lewis, polished in manners, scholarly, diligent in research and gifted in

speech, served throughout the Forty-fourth and, during a second term
in the forty-sixth congress, at a time Avhen he seemed to have before

him a long and distinguished i^ublic career, resigned to become president

of the university of Alabama, in which post he has since died universally

lamented. Goldsmith W. Hewitt served in the forty-fourth and forty-

fifth and afterward in the forty-seventh and forty-eighth congresses.

Mr. Hewitt makes no effort to be eloquent, seldom resorts to figuies of

speech, but with the thorough training of an accurate lawyer speaks

forcibly and directly to the point. He was a diligent and attentive mem-
ber, active and intiuential in committee's duties, and as chairman of the

committee on pensions distinguished himself by his advocacy of pensions

for the soldiei’s of the Creek, Seminole and IMexican wars. Jere N. Will-

iams served in the forty-fourth and forty-fifth congresses. Mr. Will-

iams is liberally educated, has genial manners, is a good lawyer, forcible

speaker, and was greatly esteemed by his constituency for his unblem-
ished character and many estimable qualities.

Into the forty -fourth congress came Gen. W. H. Forney, now famil-

iarly known as the father of the Alabama delegation, not only because he
is oldest in office, but also because he is often called upon by his col-

leagues to assume the role of patriarchal adviser. He was five times

wounded in battle and rose to the position of brigadier-general in the

Confederate army. Few members of congress, who spoke as little and as

modestly, ever acquired as much intluence in the house as is now wielded

by' Gen. Forneyv He never takes the tloor except when it is necessary

to explain a proposition, and tlum he uses the fewest possilde words.

He makes no speeches, but does his work faithfully and efticienth' in com-
mittee. and when he comes into the house with a bill from the great com-
mittee on appropriations, of which In' has long been a huiding member,
confidence in his judgment is so great that speech making seems to be
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unnecessary. Gen. Forney is truly a remarkable character. In 1874,

when he was not present and not a candidate, he was nominated by a

state convention for congress from the state at large, and has since been

regularly returned from the dsirtict into which he was subsequently

placed, and never once, during all this time, has he departed from the

simplest and most unostentatious methods. After his election in 18*J0,

much to the regret of his constituency as well as of his friends in the

house, he announced his intention to retire from the public service at the

end of his present term. He is utterly devoid of
'
jealousy, and to his

kindly leadership is no doubt due the remarkable harmony that has

now prevailed for many years among the Alabama delegation in the

house. His leadership came to him unsought. All his colleagues

acknowledge the wisdom of his counsel; when one doubts his sincerity.

If there be any defect in his character as a legislator, it is overcautiOn—

•

a shortcoming, if it be one, of which no one ever suspected him in the

days when ev'ery man's metal wuis tried in the tires of the Confederacy.

This, however, remains to be said that the position of the democrats,

who, during his term of servdce, have represented the section from which
he came, has been peculiar. They have as a class been tauntingly de-

nominated "Southern Brigadiers. ' More has depended upon what they

did not say and did not do than on what they did. and here it may be put

down to the credit of the democrats who have represented Alabama in

congress for the past eighteen years, that during that whole period not

a single expression had been extorted from one of them, that has given

aid or comfort to their political adversaries.

As illustrating one of many efforts of the republicans fo provoke sec-

tional debates that would give them opportunity to "lire the northern

heart, ” it may be well to record here an amusing incident witnessed by
the writer in the forty-sixth congress. The democrats, being in control,

had decided that in the pending bill, in which such appropriations had
been, usually carried, all provisions for the expense of deputy mar.shals

of election should be omitted, and they had also agreed among them-

selves not to be tempted into discussing the amendment they knew the

republicans would otfer. Mr. Frye of Maine had the floor for an hour,

and no one can be more bitter than Mr. Frye. He wa.s venomous and
aggravating to a degree. Air. Cox of New York asked him to yield for

'

five minutes. Frye yielded "with the greatest pleasure." Cox then sent

up to clerk's desk and had read from Longstreet’s "Georgia Scenes" the

laughable account of the boy in "the dark corner of Lincoln county,
’

who was "seeing how he mought have font" an imaginary adversary.

“That," said Mr. Cox, "is my speech," and the house exploded with
laughter at Mr. Frye’s expense. Gen. Forney clearly saw, when he
entered congress, that the problem before the south was how to overcome
northern prejudice. His solution was, live it down by faithful wx>rk for
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the country at large. As he retires, he sees the work almost accom-

plished.

At the election of l>s70. ’the state now having been divided into eight

districts, eight democrats were returned to congress. The new members
were William W. Garth, K. F. Ligon, James T. Jones, Charles M. Shelley

and Hilary A. Herbert, all of whom had been soldiers in tlie Confederate

army. Mr. Chirtli, wlio served only one term, was an eloc[uent speaker.

Mr. Ligon, who had been lieutenant-governor and was a lawyer of ability,

took no active part in debate during the single term he served, though

he was a faithful and efficient member. James T. Jones, who served in

the forty-fifth, forty-ninth and fiftieth congresses, was a man of culture,

a faithful student of xmblic cpiestions, occasionally took a prominent part in

discussion, was always found well equipped, and was a strong debater.

Charles M. Shelley had been a gallant general in the army, \vas not U
lawyer and seldom took part in debate while in congress, but his speeches

showed him to be a man of marked ability. He has recently added much
to his reinitation by his wise and successful conduct as chairman of the

state campaign committee of the presidential campaign of 1892.

Hilary A. Herbert, author of this sketch, served in the forty -fifth con-

gress and in each succeeding congress, including the present (the fifty-

second), and will retire voluntarily on the 4th of March, 1893. He has

taken part occasionally in the debates of each congress, mostly on cpies-

tions coming from the more imiiortant committees to which he was from
time to time attached—the judiciary, the ways and means, and the

naval—of which latter committee he was the chainnan in the forty-

ninth, fiftieth and fifty-second congresses. He si:>oke in the forty-fifth

cong’ress against the subsidy to the Texas Pacific railway, in favor of

which large petitions had come up from his district and which the Ala-

bama legislature had at the iii’f'vious session by resolution unanimously
indorsed. After Mr. Herbert's speech, the promoters of the scheme
sought a second indorsement at the hands of the legislature of Alabama.
Their attorneys addressed that body at length in favor of the subsidy,

the purpose being to demonstrate that Mr. Herbert had misrepresented
his state. But the I’esolution failed at Montgomery, and the congress at

Washington never passed the bill. IMr. Herliert offered in the house the

provision which, on his motion, became the present law, which guards
against the packing of juries in political cases. In the forty-sixth con-

gress he alone, of the Alabama delegation, voted against the free coinage

of silver, and he cast a similar vote in the fifty-second. His most nota-

ble canvass was in 1><82. when he and his opponent. .Judge Samuel P. Rice,

whose great ability has been noted in this sketch, conducted a joint dis-

cussion througliout the district. Such canvasses have seldom occurred
in the state since 18()n, and this attracted mucli attention. Mr. Herbert
became chairman of tlie naval committee in isS,'). The time liad ccjiue for

replacing with modern vessels and armanu'ut tlie anti(pialed and worth-
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less ships and "uns of the old navy, and It was, in Vtls opinion, important

that an ex-Confederate should Jead in the Vv’oi'ic. Xcthin.y would furnish

so complete and ])ractical an answer to the slanders in<lul<?ed in by so

many of the republican politicians. They were maintaining,^ their party

ascendency by keeping alive the animosities of the v/ar. What could

reach the masses, whowere so atfected like tlie active, earnest, efforts

of southern men to strengthen that arm of the ]mblic soiwice upon which
the whole country must rely for the protection of its citizens and its ffag

at home and abroad? During tlie last ton years large additions have

been made to onr navy, and practically all the laws making provisions

therefor originated in the house committee on naval affairs.

In the Forty-fifth congress also appeared for the first time Senator

John T. Morgan. Senator Morgan, who had risen in the Confederate

army to be a brigadier-general, is an unTiring student; he has a phenom-
enal memory and almost nuparalleled powers of research. On taking his

seat, he at once set himself to work at the great task he put before

himself—that of inducing southern democrats to assert themselves.

Nothing, he thouglit, could so alleviate the embarrassing situation of

southern democratic legislators, distrusted and continually maligned, as

taking hold of the machinery of debate and legislation and operating it

for the benefit of the whole country. Pursuing steadily the even tenor

of the path he thus marked out for himself, he has amassed a fund of

information that is truly wonderful. Senator IMorrill excels him in

knowledge of his specialty, finance; Allison surpasses him in matters

relating to appropriations and government details, and Carlisle as to

questions relating to the tariff, but in general all around information,

Senator Morgan has perhaps no erpial in the senate, and certainly no one

can rival him in his knowledge of our foreign relations, acquired during

his long service on the committee to which these affairs are entrusted.

All men acknowledged it as a just tribute to his iutegrity aud fitness,

when a republican president (Harrison) appointed him recently to be a

member of tlie commission tliat is to arbitrate the Behring sea dispute

between (treat Britain and liie United States.

Great as are Senator Morgan's powers of acquiring information, liis

capacity for imparting it is equally wondvrful. In ease and grace of

manner lie lias no eipial in tlie senate. He never hesitates for a word,

and file beauty and grace of liis language can best be illustrated by
recalling tlie impression said to have been made some years ago upon
Dr. Porter, president of A'ale university. The l('arned doctor, wlio iiad

been spending some days in listening to and criticising senators, con-

cluded tliat Siuuitor iSIorguii's language was. of all lie liad listened to, tlie

most classic. Great must liave been tlie surprise of this doctor of laws,

when lie li'arned tliat tlie senator had completed ids education in an

“old field sciiool " in Alabama. Senator Morgan lias spol\en mueli and
often; lie lias debated porliaps every class of (piestions tliat lias como
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bofore the senate, has been often criitcized as hovinA; a 'fatal facility

of speech,” and for occupying too niuch of the lime of the senate, but

he has never discussed any question upon whieh he Oid not shed lig'ht,

and so much has he increased his i-eputation, that he is now universally

esteemed as standin" in the very first lank in the senate. And he has

not in his devotion to the general business of tlu' country neglected his

immediate constituenc}'. To him the university of Alabama is indebted

for a gi’ant of 40,000 acres of mineral lands, which has placed the old

college again firmly on its feet. Indeed, he has continually, in the midst

of his unremitting labors for the benefit of the country at large, exer-

cised a most watchful care for the interests of his state.

The new members in the forty-sixth congress, elected in 1878 and

again all democrats, were Newton N. Clements, chosen to fill the unex-

pired term created by the resignation of Burwell B. Lewis; Thomas Will-

iams, William J. Samford, William AL Lo-vve and Thomas H. Herndon.

Mr. Clements, who is a good lawyer and 'vho, as speaker of the lower

house of the general assembly of Alabama, exhibited high qualities as a

presiding officer, followed during his brief term in congress what may
be almost called the unwritten law of that *body. and was a silent mem-
ber, though otherwise diligent in the performance of his duties. Mr.

Williams, who served not only in this the forty-sixth congress, but also

in the forty-seventh and forty-eighth congresses, has by nature many
of the qualities of an orator. He relates anecdotes admirably, has fine

descrijitive powers and is a very attractive stump speaker, but, making
no pretensions to culture, his modesty deterred him. while in congress,

from participating in debate. He was diligent in committees and atten-

tive to the wants of his constituents. William J. Samford is an orator.

His speeches abound in beautiful imagery, his language is classic and
his style fervid. During his single term he attracted marked attention

in the house. William AI. Lowe was elected to the forty-sixth congress

as an independent democrat, suppoited by the greenbackers, and went
back to the forty-seventh, fully identified with the new party. Air. Lowe
was a man of marked ability and very ambitious, well versed in public

affairs, strong in debate, powerful with his pen and of popular manners.

He died in H . Colonel Thomas H. Herndon served in the forty-sixth,

forty-seventh and forty-eighth congresses. He was a typical southern

gentleman, elegant in manners, highly cultured, an accurate lawyer, and
his speeches were clear, cemcise and pointed. He was sulfering during

most of his career from the fatal dis(>ase that cai-ried him off before the

close of his last term, and died, singularly bolovetl and admii'ed by all

who had known him. .lames L. Pugh, who has already been mentioned
as having distinguished himself by the speech he delivered in 1^6n in the

house of repi-esentatives, was elect(>d a senator in tht' forty-sixth congress,

and by continuous re-elections is still a memljer of that body, in which
he has added larg<fiy to his reputation. Senator Pugli is an orator of
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j'reat power. He makes no pretensions to classical learning, never in-

dulges in nights of imagination, and never makes any attemjh at rhetor-

ical displays. He speaks to convince the understanding, not to captivate

the fancy. He is a logician, not a rhetorician—is noted for pithy and

pointed expressions, which are delivered with great dramatic effect

—

takes part in debate rather infrequently, speaking mostly on subjects

coming from committees to which he belongs. He prepares himself with

care, states his case with flower, and always marshals his facts so that

they shall speak for themselves. His strong sonorous voice gives great

emphasis to his arguments. Among his most signal successes were the

report and speeches he made, during the early part of Mr. Cleveland's

administration, touching certain powers of the president in relation to

appointments and the papers connected therewith. Into the forty-sev-

enth congress came Joseph IVheeler and William C. Oates. jQdge
James Q. Smith, republican, was also adjudged by the house entitled to the

seat in this congress from the fourth district, then occupied by Gen.

Shelley; but, though Shelley was ousted. Smith died of pneumonia in

Washington without taking his seat.

Joseph Wheeler was the distinguished major-general of cavalry who in

the Confederate army became so widely known for gallantry and genius

as a commander. Beginning in 1881. Gen. Wheeler has, with the excep-

tion of the forty-eighth congress, served continuously since, is re-elected

to the fifty-third congress and it may be added that, until the general

dies or voluntarily retires, there will in all human probability not be any

“vacancy” in the eighth district. Gen. Wheeler displays in congress the

same qualities that made him illustrious in war. He watches all the

points and "keeps up all the gajjs.” He is without doubt the greatest

worker in the house. Others may be as willing, but none of them can

perform as much labor as he. It is not Vmlieved that an^' other member
of cither house keeps himself in such close touch with all his constitu-

ents. All this is done without any neglect of his more strictly public

duties, as the records of congress, showing votes, speeches and reports

will testify. Gen. Wheeler is not an orator, his voice is not pleasing,

but he makes strong cogent speeches, full of information, aptly arranged,

and always exiiressed in fitting words. He has a genius for statistics

and facts. Some of his speeches on tlie tariff might almost answer for

text-books on political economy, and they have had wide circulation.

One of his greatest speeches was on the celebrated Pitz John Porter case,

a bill being before tlie liouse for tire relief of Gen. Porter from tlie sen-

tence of a coui't martial, on cliarires of misconduct in the battle of iMa-

nassas. (hm. Whetder is a dov(jted frend of the army and has done much
efficient work in the committee on military affairs, of whicli he has long,

been a leading member.
William C. Oates was the gallant colonel of the Fifteentli Alabama

regiment and is popularly known at home by tlie title of "the oim-armed
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lioro of the Wire grass. ’ He was elected to congress in isso and has been

since continually re-elected to and including the fifty-third or coming

congress. Of great intellectual power and uncommon force of chai’actor,

he has been noted throughout his congressional career for an unllincliing

support of democratic policies, and his courageous :iud independent ad-

vocacy of whatever measures his own judgment approved. As a speaker

he is alwa^us forceful and pointed and often eloquent, his fine voice, earn-

estness of manner and convincing logic giving him remarkable power
over an audience. He does not often take part in debate, not caring to

inq)air his influence in the house by practicing before the galleries or by
speaking for the admiration of absent constituents, but he is always

ready when the occasion demands, and, when questions arise that have

been considered by him in committee, he is never unprepared to present

his views. He has long been a leading member of the committee on the

judiciary and has taken an active and efficient part in passing many of

the most important bills coming from the committee, such as those limit-

ing the jurisdiction of the United States courts, establishing intermediate

courts of apjieal. forfeiting unearned land grants, etc. In the fiftieth

congress he attained great prominence before the country by the vigor

by which he postponed, for the session, the very objectionable bill to

refund to certain states some sl7.0b0.0U0 of direct taxes. When this bill

came up afterward, he succeeded, upon an amendment which he offered,

in bringing to a direct vote a proposition to submit to the courts the

question of refunding the cotton taxes collected in 18G5-8.' Col. Oates

was re-elected November. 1892.

The Alabama representatives in the house in the forty-eighth congress

1883-5, were all again democrats, except George M. Craig, republican,

who, on a contest, unseated Charles M. Shelley, democrat. The new
democratic member was Luke Pryor. Col. Pryor had served for a short

time in the senate to fill out the unexpired term of Senator Houston,

and now was elected to a single term in the house, during which he de-

livered a strong, fervid speech, on an important (luestion, whicli elicited

great applause. Col. Pryor is an orator, impulsive, magnetic, and espe-

cially powerful before .a jury or on the hustings. The new members of

the house in the forty-ninth congress, b-'S.') -7, in which the members
were again all democrats, were Thomas W. Sadler, A. C. Davidson and
John M. Martin. Mr. Martin, who served a single term, was a quiet

member, as was also IMr. Davidson, who was in this and the succeeding

congress. Both were attentive to their duties u])on committt'e and in

othei- respects. That members are quiet or silent upon the ll(jor is no
criterion by which to judge of usefulness, as was illustrated by the (piiet

member, who after getting an important bill passed by personal inter-

views, said, that a "pair of good legs wore worth more than the tongue
of any man in the house. " Indeed, the real work of the house is, ifiost
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of it, done in committee. Col. Davidson Inui previously been a prominent

member of the Alabama state senate.

Mr. Martin, vho i.s a lawyer of abilit}', did not ap}>9ar much upon the

floor, yet s})oke enough to show ]iim.->elf a st:’<>ng debater, and would
ha.ve acquired a wide l ep-atation if he had been continued in the house.

He is fond of paradox, indulge.s in .startling propositions to gain the

attention of his audience, whicli he never tails to do. and then maintains

his statements with great force and originalit.y.

The single new nnunber in tlie fiftieth .congress was James E. Cobb,

who at the time of his election to congress was filling a third term on

the bench as judge of the circuit court of his state, with great credit to

him.self as a jurist, and to the universal sati.sfaction of the bar and

people. Judge Cobb, who has been a member of the house con'^inuously

since 1887. and has also been elected to the coming congress, is- rapidly

rising to distinction in his j)resent tield of actiem. He has a pre-eminently

judicial mind, addresses the house like a lawyer pleading his cause before

a court, lays down his propositions distinctly and in definite order, and

his arguments, delivered in a clear, ringing voice, always attract

attention. He has spoken most frequently in questions inv'^lving some
matter of law, and has won much re})utation by his speeches in

election cases, coming from the committee of which he is a leading

member.
The new members of the fifty-first congress (Ts59-'J1) were J. V.

McDuffie, a rejmblican—who served only for that term and was a quiet

member; Richard H. Clarke and .John H. Bankhead, both democrats and
both of whom have served without intermission since 18~i9. and are now
members elect to the fift3’'-third congress. Mr. Clarke is a veiy able law-

yer and a strong debater. He has not spoken so frequently in con-

gress as lie probabh' Avould have done had his time not Vjeen so much
occupied by his duties uqron the river and harbor committee. Avhich sits

during the sessions of the house, and of which he has been a member
since his service began. Mr. Clarke has rendered distinguished service

to his state upon tliis committee, and es})eciall3
' to the district he repre-

sents. He has secured deep water in Mobile bayv an inestimable boon
to his citj’ afid state. IMr. Bankhead is not a lawAu^r, nor has he ix'cn

trained as a speaker, but he has an extraordinarv' fund of strong com-
mon sen.se. a natural gift of speech, and is rapidlj' rising to prominence
in the field of politics. He is chairman of the committee on public

buildings and grounds, and Iras much commended himself to the econo-

mists of the Irouse and tire country l).v not allowing, up to the date of tliis

writing, .January. Isir], 1)\- the Vrold strrnd he h:ts taken, rrny bill to pass

for the erection of a new building. Mr. Louis W. Tuiqrin, the onjy nerv

member of the fiftj'-second congress and now I’e-electc'd to the fift}’-

third congress, is a farmer and business rn:rn. He br'camo prominent b\'

the force of his character, and his constituents soon recognized his
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abilities. Clear headed, thouirlitful. zealous and industrious, he is thor-

oughly en rapport with the peopre he represents and is a highly useful

member.
PARTY ISSUES FROM 1874 TO 1892.

After the discovery of the rich gold deposits in Californa in 1849, and

in Australia in 1852, the world's supply of gold for coinage purposes

rapidly increased for many years. The gradual and steady accretions to

the general money stock caused a steady increase of prices. This greatly

added to the general prosperity: but throughout the world holders of

fixed incomes, such as inure from money at interest, and especially from

long-time bonds, leases, annu\iities, etc., took alarm. The purchas-

ing capacity of their incomes was being diminished, and
,
a movement

was set on foot, first in Europe, to demonetize one of the two mone^^

metals, either^'silver or gold. After a time this movement took the shape

of an agreement amorg the representatives of certain European nations

to demonetize silver, the stock of that metal beng also then on the in-

crease. England has been on gold alone since 1819, Holland, Denmark
and some other nations joined her from 1807 to 1870. and, in 1871, the

cougress of the United States, republicau in both branches, also demone-
tized silver. The law that accomplished this important result was an

apparently insignificant clause of an act regulating coinage, and the public

did not for some time know that the white metal had ceased to be a legal

tender for the iia\-ment_of debts. M"hen the effect of the new law did become
generally known there~was wide-spread dissatisfaction, and, in the forty-

fourth congress, 187.5-7, the democrats for the first time since the civil

war being in possession of the house of representatives, an ineffectual

effort was made to remonetize silver. In 1878. the subject was again

taken up. and what is kno^\•n as the Bland bill was ]>assed through the

house, which was again/lemocratic. As the bill went over to the senate,

it provided for the free coinage, i. e.. the coinage at the old ratio, of all

the silver that might be prcisented. All the Alabama delegation, both in

the house and senate, voted for the bill in this shape, but it was so

amended by the senate as to limit the coinage to not less than 2.000.000

or more than 4.000.000 silver dollars per monih. The house accepted the

amendment. Thus was enacted the Bland law, under which 57>.100.793

silver dollars have been coined. Divisions on the i)assage of this meas-
ure Were not strictly on party lines. Nearly all southern and western
democrats and many western republicans voted for the bill. Most of the

eastern men of both parties voted against it. A larger percentage of

democrats than republicans, however, favored the measure. Free silver

still remains a cpiestion u])on which neither of the great parties is united,

although a Tiiuch larger proportion of democrats Ihan of republicans has
always favored it. But free coinage has lost much ground since the

question was first mooted. Silver in the interim has greatly (lepi-eciated

in value and no bill for its unlimited coinage has ever passed the house
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since Tlie Bland bill, as amended in the senate, then passed each

house by more than two-thirds majority. Xo national democratic plat-

form has ever irdorsed free silver. Re])tiblican and democratic national

platforms have alike evaded it. Xeither party has been willing to drive

away either its free-silver or its anti-free silver voters. There were
always other questions upon which both parties were willing to make
direct issues and which were indeed more important. For example, the

national democratic party has never failed to stand as a unit in favor of

allowing the states local self-government,- and has been unalterably

opposed to the southern ijolicy of the republicans.

When Mr. Cleveland was elected in 1S84, it was known that he did not

favor the free coinage of silver bv the United States alone. Indeed, he

urged upon congress the repeal of the Bland law because, in his opinion,

the white metal was falling in price so rapidly and silver coing were
accumulating to such an extent as to threaten to drive out gold and

leave the country silver alone. When the subject was up for considera-

tion during his administration the writer of this sketch made a speech in

the house of representatives, April 8, 1886,' a liberal extract from which
is here made, because he cannot now state more clearly “the silver ques-

tion;”

“The president believes that we ought to continue in existence all the
silver we have, and that we should, if possible, keep it at par with gold.
To that extent we all agree with him.

“He believes we ought, if ]>ossible, to obtain the co-operation of other
nations in the work of rehabilitating silver. In that jiroposition, too,

there is a genei’al concurrence. One of the first acts of his adminstration
was to send abroad an ambassador or agent of the government to en-
deavor to secure this co-operation. If I were disposed to criticise, I should
say that he committed a mistake in the selection of his agent. Alanton
Marble is a man of undoulited ability and great purity of character, but
he is not known as a decided friend of silver. Allen G. Thurman would
have inspired more confidence. But the XR'csident also commissioned Mr.
W'alker. our consul-general at Paris, to collect information for us upon
the subject and attend a monetary conference, and he is an avowed
silver advocate. That mission failed, and we are now face to face with
the silver problem.

“Can this government solve it without the aid of other nations':' Shall
we repeal the Bland act. that ])rovides for the coinage of nut less than
two or more than four millions of silver dollars per montli'f Shall we
open our mints to the unlimited coinage of silver? These are the ques-
tions now before tlie hou.se.

“Silver and gold liave been the money of the world from time imme-
morial. But silv('r lias been striclcen down by adverse h'gislation. and
now the gold value f>f the l)uHi()n in a silver di.>llar is h*ss than sit cents.
I most ('arnestly fa\'or the rehabilitation of silvei'. But I have been re-

luctantly driven to the conclusion that this government is not of itself

equal to that great task; that (iC.oOi *.(ti »o of peoph' can not control the
relations lietwefui two metals ust'd in diffeiamt proportions and in varying
quantities by !.)('(•, itod.nni) of p(>o[)le; and that any attempt on ouV ]):vrt to
do this Vjy passing the i)ending bill, to open oui- mints to all the silver
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in the world, will necessarily result in the inllov/ of silver, the cheaper
metal, and the outflow of yoid. wliich so many nations are struy.irliu"

for, until we shall have nothing left but silver In the earliest stages of

civilization, when there was but little intercourse between different

peoples, it was largely within the power of a nation to adjust for itself

the relation between the two metals. I ''.'Olieve Abraham did it when he
was looking after his people and his flocks in Canaan.

“But with the advance of civiii/ation this has become more and more
an international cpiestion. Now. vvhen ]uaces are regulated by the
click of the telegra])h. a movement of i per cent, in the price of bullion

and stocks in Liverpool is responded to instanliy by the markets in New
York. Bearing this present fact in mind, let us^ glance brieflj" at out ]iast

monetary history. It is beyond all doubt that the relations between
gold and silver in the United Stales even in the days vvhen all commerce
was carried on by sailing ships were ah'eoted by the ratio established by
law in Europe.

“Under Alexander Hamilton's advice this government began with the
ratio of 15 ounces of silver to 1 of gold. The ratio in the dominant
commercial nations of Europe was at the time 15 l-2jto 1. The conse-
quence was, gold, which was valued lower here than in Europe, left us
and went there. In 1H34, in order to invite gold back, Thomas II. Ben-
ton, that old-fashioned democrat, who believed in both silver and gold,
secured the passage of a law fixing the ratio at lb to 1. This made silver

too low, just as before it had been too high, and thereafter silver sought
the European market and gold came to America.

“Silver was the more plentiful in the United States before the Benton
law. Gold was more plentiful afterward. These facts are indisputable,
and their import cannot 'be mistaken. The inference is that even in the
days of the sailing ship the. ratio between silver and gold was one to be
regulated by international agreement. The nations of the earth had not
at that time discussed and did not thoroughly understand the principle
underlying the ratio of metals to each other. They seemed to sup-
pose there was some real relation betwemi the values of silver and gold,
and in seeking by their legislation to arrive at this value they in effect

established an international agreement; ini]',erfect, because the ratios es-

tablished were only approximately the same. In France the ratio was
for a time 14.50, afterward 15.50; in Spain and Portugal, IG; in England,
15.21.

“For centuries we find in nation after nation this ratio between two
metals ranging at from 14 to lb. France, a great commercial nation, by
keeping her mints o})en to both metals and making them inter-exchange-
able at 15 1-2 to 1, assisted as she was by the imperfect agreeunnit among
other nations, according to which the ratio could nowhere go higher than
16 or lower than 14. succeeded for seventy-five years in preserving a
practical equilibrium between the two at her established ratio.

“But in 1873 Germany began the effort to replace her silver Avith gold.
Sweden, Norway and Uenmrrk liad already demonetized silver, and the
United States in lo73 followed stealthily in tlnfir walce. Englaiul had
been on the gold standard since 1>'19. None of these things had atl'ected

the relations of the two metals; but when Germany, to whom Fram;e had
agreed to pay one thousand millions of dollars as Avar imhunnity. de-
termined on (hunonetization, France. Italy, l>(dgium. Switzerland and
Greece, in order to protect their stocks of gold, limited their coiiuige of
silver. In I87b the\' t(fially suspended. Silver thus began to fall in 1^73,
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and had already /alien greatly •'.vlit-n. 187^. VvC passed the Bland bill,

providing for the coinage of at least a month.
“We lioped it would rise under the impabio of this measure, but it has

continued to fall. xVs it has fallerx iu're so it has fallen in Europe and
Asia; or, what is the same thing, gold has ’'isen. In the mean time two
international monetary camferences have been held in I’aris—one in 187ts

and one in xV stud}’ of the proceedings of these conferences,
especially that of I''’'"'!, is instructive. Erom this study, which I have
made most carefully, two conclusions follow: First, that there was then
in a general concurrence in the truth of what Bi.^mai'ck said, "the

blanket gold was too narrow to carver the nations that were tugging for it.’

The commerce of the world lias vastly increased, and the sup})ly of gold was
falling short. Secondly', the gold-standard nations represented there.

Great Britain and Clermany especiallv, were anxious over the situation,

and hold out inducements to France, the United States and other nations
to adopt free coinage.

“If they would do this Germany was willing to restore ]iart of its

silver circulation: Great Britain oifered to use more silver. But France
and the United plates were represented by statesmen who were not
carried away by any feeling- of vengeance against those who nad wrong-
fully demonetized silver in the United States, who were inlluenced by no
motives of hostility to any class of our (-itizeRS. ana who considered the
question calmly on its merits. These representatives of the United States
were S. Dana Horton, W. IM. Evarts and xVllen G. Thurman.

“In the course of ^Ir. Thurman’s reply to a ‘ c[uestionaire,' he said:
‘ Each of the propositions, as I understand it, reciuires that the

United States and Prance, and perha]\s the chief states of the Latin
union, shall open their mints, and keep them open, for the free and
unlimited coinage of silver into money having full legal-tender cpiality.

It is not for me to say what France or the states of the Latin union, or
other states of Europe here represented, may think of such propositions.
Their delegates will answer for them if tiiey see fit to do so. lean speak
in reference to my own government alone. lA'ould such an agreement as
that proposed be acceptable to the United States'/ I am Ixound. speaking
frankly, to say I think it would not. There is a great and vital dilference
between a grand bimetallic union, tliat. by fixing and maintaining a stable
relation between gold and silver, would stop, or. at least, powerfully tend
to stop, the efforts so often made to drain a state at one time of one of

the metals and at anotlior time of the other, and a little and half-way
union that might leave each state liable to a recurrence of such drains.

‘ Now, if I understand the views of my government and of the
American ])eople, tliey do not desire an alternative standard, gold to-day
and silver to-morrow, nor a single standard, wludlu'r of silver or gold,
and certainly not a single silver standard. Tlieir stock of silver money
is less in proportion to tlie wealth and population of the country than
that of most commercial nations, while on the other hand their stock of
gold is very large, is steadily increasing day Ixv day, and is likely, unless
prevented l)y some Vdundci'. to continue to incrmism

“
‘ Umh'r such circumstances, it is Imt natural that the government

should lu'sitate to enter into an agreeimmt, the eftect of which might
possibly be to lessen the amount of our gold. It would cheerfully become
a party to a great bimetallic union, wliicli. if formed, would of course
open its mints to the free coinage of silver, but Imust Vie peripitted to
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doubt whether, without .sueh a union in existence, it will by convention
surrender its i»owor over its own coinaire.'

"AVhat Tliurman was unwillin<j: to plodye the United States to embark
upon, even with the aid of Switzerland. Belyiuin. Greece. Italy, and
h’rance. namely, the unlimited coinage of silver. I am unwillinir, by my
vote, to say this government ?<hall undertake sinylo-handed.

“The advocates of mdimited coinayo ask how the silver of Euro]ie and
Asia can come to the United States when most of the silver is coin and
jKisses now at a hiyhcr ratio in relation to yold than that established by
law in the United Stales. The answer is that clipped and mutilatfnl coin,

finding no recoinaye in Europe, will come here; the annual sip)ply of the
world from the mines, less what is used in the arts, will come here; silver

bullion, whether it is coin melted in great tires or old ornaments, or in

whatever shape it may be. A\ill come here; and whenever iiressure is

brought to bear upon any European bimetallic country to redeem its

silver coin in gold, as they are all obligated to do. it must have gold.

It will not be able to get it from the mines; it Avill not be able to get "it

with silver in Europe, because all the mints tiiere in gold-using countries
are closed to silver, and it must come to xVmerica, Avhere gold can be had
for silver until our gold is exhausted.

“Again. India, which is upon silver alone, pays many millions of
pounds sterling to England, obligations incurred before the fall of silver.

All this must be paid in gold. India loses now 2 .j per cent, in the trans-
action. If we will take her silver and coin it side by side with our gold,
that sih^er will come liere and gold will go to Europe. There is no nation
whose interest in bimetallism is greater than ours. "We are midway
between gold-using Europe and sih'er-usiny Asia. We must hat'e gold for
our conjmerce Avith the one and silA'er for our trade Avith the other. I am
uiiAvilling to giA'e up either. To establish free coinage is to giA'e OA’er our
gold to Europe in exchange for its sdA'er. It is to reliet'c the distress
that is noAV iiressing Germany and England toAvard bimetallism, and thus
to giA'e up for the present all Iioiie of re-establishing the relation betAveen
sih'er and gold. The present distress of Europe results from the demone-
tization of silA'er there end the scarcity of gold.

“Contraction of the currency of a country means a shrinkage of the
A'alues measured by that currency. This shrinkage means the Y>araly-

sis of commerce and industry. It buries capital; it starA'es labor. No
one will buy Avhat can be bought cheaper a fortnight hence. No one AA’ill

manufacture AA'hat cen be made at a Ioavcw ])rice next month. So, tinding
nothing to clo abroad, money goes back home, and becomes as it is noAV,

cheap in money centers, not because it is almndant, but Viecause there is

no demand for it. It goes bogging for b(UTOAvors because no prudent
man Avill use it. This has brought about trade depression all over
Europe. English statesmen are beginning to seek a remedy. Mr.
Childers, chancellor of the exchequer, eighteen months ago pro])Osed to
coin a sovereign one-tenth less in A'aliu' than the present one. Mr.
Grenfell, the president of the banlc of Engbind, Sir Tiiomas Montague,
and other great banlcers, iSIr. Thomas Sutherland, and other great ship-
OAvners, ai'o urging bimetallism; and the sentiment in its favor grows in

England Avith every day of tlie continued Alistress that is depressing the
industries of Great Britain.

“In Germany, as Avages fall, as labor is throAvn out of eiuployment
and prices shrink, the reA'olution in public smitiment in fa\'or of bimet-
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allism has bocome so great that Herr Scholtz, the German minister of
finance, in the Kt'iciista". on February 21, stated that the empire
‘was ready to consider measures for protecting the value of silver within
its own national boundaries if any practicable plan could be bronglit
forward for relieving the pressure of monometallism complained of by
the farmers and other land inter('sts.

'

“There is reasonable ground to liope that these great nations, befoi’e

they shall emerge from the dark days they are now passing through,
will consent to join us in the restoration of silver. I will not consent to

vote fo]’ the passage of a bill which will enable these nations to relieve
their necessities Vjy draining us of our gold. This would be fatal to the
jiresent prr)spects of silver.

"But, Mr. Chairman, while I am unwilling to vote for unlimited
coinage, I yet can not consent to the repeal of the Bland act. To my
mind there is no argument in the declamation on this floor about the ’dis-

honest dollar.' K the dollar is dishonest because its bullion is erpial to

but eighty cents in gokl, then our half-dollar is dishonest because it

equals but thirty-seven cents in gold, and the nickel five-cent xiiece is

dishonest because its bullion value is but seven-tenths of a cent. What
gentleman is there on this floor who would not start at the proposition
that he was no better than a thief because he paid the newsboy only a
nickel, a dishonest coin, for a newspaper?

"The truth is. a coin is worth just what it will buy. If a silver dollar
will purchase, as it does, just as much as a gold dollar, it does equally
honest work and is just as honest a coin as the yellow dollar. The fact

that the silver dollar has for seven years maintained itself side by side
with gold is a refutation of the fundamental proposition of the mono-
metallists that the state can weigh and measure coin, but that it is power-
less’ in any manner or to any extent whatever to affect its value. It is a
demonstration of that truth imbedded by our fathers in the constitution,

that government can not only coin gold and silver, but may, to some
extent at least, regulate the value thereof.

"All history, however, warns us that there is a limit to this power of
the law. Prance. Belgium and other Euro|)ean cf)untries ceased to coin
silver because they feared they wei-e nearing the danger line: and no one
knew better than the framers of the constitution of the United States
that this control of the law over coinage miglit be abused, and for this

reason they took away the power over money from the states. The
original states, es])ecially Massa<-]uisetts, Neiv Hampshire and Khode
Island, had their liat-money troubles and tauglit their lessons V^efore our
constitution was made. In Khode Island, McMaster tells us. the law could
not give stale-bank money <urculation even with tln> help of test-oaths
and a statute nralving it a misdemeanor to refuse it.

"Coming further down in our history we find that tire greeni^ack dol-

lar, though a legal tendei’, was once, worth only Ils cents and reached par
by a slow and painful [)rocess. These considf'rations. Mr. Chairman, are
enough to cause us to pause and ponder over the ]U’oposition advanced
by President Cleveland in his m('ss:ige that tlie Bland act ouglit to t)o

re])ealed. because' tlnu'e is a limit to the iiower of tlio law to regulate
money. His o[)inion is certainly entitled to be tri'ated with res[)ect; but
seeing that gold continues to come to America, that tlie pro])ortion of
our silver to our gold and to our peq^ulation is yet so small, and beli»'ving

that the circulation of all the silvc'r already coined may be n'adily secured
by |)rovidiug for the issuance of two and three dollar certificates. I shall

•yl
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not vote for the repeal of this act. Our refu.sai to provhle by unlimited

coina.ye a method by which the yold standard nations of Europe may
obtain our gold will be a prr>clan.'ation to tliein that if they would relieve

tlieir present distress they must enter with ns into a bimetallic union.

Our failure to repeal tlie present law will ho to all those nations an
earnest that bimetallism has one constant friend, who will lieartily co-

oiierate in any measure for the rehabditaiicn oi silver."

The bill then pending to repeal the Bland law failed in the house; so

did the free coinage bill. All the Alabama members voted against the

former and all except the writer for the latter.

In the summer of 1890, the republicans, being in possession of both

branches of congress and the presidency, repealed the Bland law, substi-

tuting for it the Sherman silver-purchase law. under which silver coin is

purchased to the extent of four and a half million ounces per month and

treasiu’y notes issued, based on the market value of the silver.

In the present congress the silver question came up again in the

spring of 1892 u])on a free coinage bill repcn-tecl by ISIr. Bland. So great

had been the change of sentiment since 187b that, though the democrats

have in the present house of representatives 138 majority, the bill failed

to pass. The votes for and against motions to table, etc., were almost

precisely the same, and after an ineffectual struggle of some hours the

friends of the bill gave over the effort to secure a direct vote upon it.

All the Alabama members voted in favor of the measure excejit Mr. Her-

bert, who voted against it. Later in the session, after Cleveland and
Stevenson had been nominated for the i)j'esidency and vice-presidency,

the bill again came up. and this time was defeated hy a considerable major-

ity, Mr. Herbert and Mr. Clarke voting against it. The ground upon which
Mr. Clarke put his vote may be gathered from the following extracts

taken from his speech. He said; "If, then, I vote for the bill, it will be

without the slightest expectation of its becoming a law one day the

earlier for that vote. Shall I do so to record myself as favoring free

coinage? I have already repeatedly done that. It is pressed on this

house to ])lace democratic •members on the record as favoring such coin-

age? There have been several test votes, and it is well known that one

now taken will show changes against the bill on the part of democrats

who wi.sh, as I do. to tight the enemy upon ground on which the whole
party can and will stand united. Therefore, if that vote is to be forced

by democratic leaders in tliis house to make a democrat ic record or to fix

democratic policy, it is. from their own stand point, ill-advised, because it

will disclose growing Aveakimss instc'ad of sti'tmgth. Besides, wo arc not

authorized to rnalo' a platform for the democratic ]»arty or to declare its

policy ui)on thi.s subject. That has been done lately bv a democratic national

convention. Conptaratively few of us were commissioned as delegates to

that convention to malce tliat platfoiau or declare that policy. In voting for

this bill we shall .simply once more deedare and ri'cord our individual

views, with no expectation of enacting them into law. Mhy should we
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embarrass or weaken our party merely to emphasize personal views

already recorded'/ * * ^ j pvotest ag'ainst its bein" the issue

upon wliich this cam])aign is to be fought out, subordinating, as it will,

the vastly more important issues of the force bill and taritf reform,

ground upon which we can all stand togetlier and win. To postpone this

issue, upon which there are dissensions, to a time when we shall have

put down the great enemy of the liberty, peace, and prosiierity of the

country—the republican party—I shall vote, iSIr. Speaker, against the

present consideration of this bill."

During the tirst session of the tifty-tirst congress (in June, 1800) the

rej)ublicans passed through the house a bill to regulate elections for rep-

resentatives in congress. Jt had been prepared by John I. Davenport of

New York, an “election expert, "so entitled because of his ade})tness in

the use of judicial process for |>artisan purposes. The complicated

machinery provided for in the bill was cunningly contrived to give the

j)arty in power the largest possible control over these elections. The
army was to be x^laced back of this machinery

; hence ,
it was denominated

the force bill. Of course all 'democrats opposed it. But the republican

leaders having it in charge, even after the people had pronounced over-

whelmingly against it in the congressional elections of I'riOO. made a des-

perate effort to push it through the senate duidng the short session,

which began in December after the elections, A few republican senators,

however, voted with the democrats of that body, and the bill was laid aside.

The.passage and successsful enforcement of such a measure as the “force

bill" would have been a deadly blow at local self-government.

Next in pressing importance to the force bill, and the great issue upon
which the democracy has fought so many battles with its antagonists, is

the tariff. The tariff issue was made in the national democratic xtlatforms

of 187l’. and especially in I87t3, but in all these campaigns the jiara-

mount fpiestion had been the ill-treatment of the south by the republican

party— reconstruction and its results. But when 1880 had come. Federal

bayonets no longer glittered in the southern states. The democracy
claimed a “solid south," and now the platform, upon wdiich Hancock was
nominated by tlie democratic party, bristled with the pointed declaration,

“a tariff for revenue only."

But the time liad not yet come when the democracy could be thor-

oughly united on so bold a proposition. As the canvass progressed Gen.

Hancock became frightened at the dissatisfaction in certain manufactur-

ing districts, that on the paramount question of fair treatment of the

south were democratic, and lu- was said to have declared that tarilf was a

‘docal question." Tlie ex]>r('s.sion has been much ridiculed, but. though
it may not liave been statesmanlike or ])hiloso[)hical. it was nevertheless

a statement of fact. In man.y localities, otherwise democratic*, large

industries Itad grown up under tlie existing laws, and many deqiocrats

interested in thc'se industries had become i)rotectionists. Indeed, in the
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forty-fifth and iorty-.sixth coiu?res.ses. 1S77-18S1. the speaker of the demo-
cratic house of representatives. Samuel J. Randall, was a protectionist.

It was quite remarkable that democrats, more than four-fifths of whom
were oiqiosed to itrotection, should liave chosen a presiding: officer who
was a supporter of that theory. But the tariff was then in the back-
ground; local self-government Avas. or had been until quite recently, the

one matter of supreme concern in the soutliern states. Democrats eA'ery

where admired, and southern democrats especially Avere grateful to that

born leader of men, Mr. Randall, for the gallant fight he made in 1873,

against a bill to authorise tlie president to. suspend the Avrit of habeus
corims in the reconstructed states. Thus it Avas that Mr. Randall Avas not

only elected to fill out the term of Speaker Kerr. AA'ho had died during
the forty-fourth congress, but was also chosen for the full terms begin-

ning in December. 1877. and in December, 1871*.

It really Avas not strange that Gen. Hancock, standing on an anti-

protection platform, should be defeated, as he aa'US in 1880, AA’hen the

influence of the official leader of the party had been for more than three

years exerted in the other direction. Xot only did the democrats lose

the presidency in that election, bat they also lost the control of the

house of representatiAms. But in the forty-eighth congress, elected in

1882, the house Avas again democratic, and leading democrats of that body,

noAV fully aliA’e to the importance of tariff reform, elected Mr. Carlisle

OA'er Mr. Randall on that issue and they re-elected Air. Carlisle in the

forty-ninth congress. Of course it Avas not to be expected that any tariff-

reform bill could go through the house Avhen Air. Randall had the

appointment of the committees; but it noAV appeared that he eA’en had,

after he liad been defeated for siieaker on this Amry issue, enough protec-

tionist democrats at his back to enable him to hold the balance of poAA'er

and defeat eAmry attempt to pass a general tariff reform bill through that

body. Such Avas the condition of the national democratic party AA'hen

GroA'or CleA’eland Avas elected president OA’er James G. Blaine in l-^Sl.

The platform upon Avhich Air. CleA'cland had been nominated did not

declare so sharply in faA'or of tariff reform as that upon Avhich Gen.

Hancock had been jilaced in 1884. It faA’ored taxation limited to the

requirements of the goA'ernment, and the necessary reduction of taxation

AA'ithout depriA'ing the American laborer of the ability to compete success-

fully AA’ith foreign labor, and Avitliout the imposition of rates of duty AA'hich

would invite foreign immigration in consequence of the higher rates of

AA’ages preA'ailing in this country.

But Presid<uit Chwehmd aauis himself a most ardent tariff reformer.

During the first two years of his administration he had become a great

popular faA’orite. His broad national policies, his economies, in Avhich

there Avas ncA'er a suspicion of the art of tlie d«unagogue, the utter at)sr'nce

of sectionalism from liis (•ouncils. all these had endeared him to the p('ople.

AboA'e all, his inqiartial sensi'' of justice, his iiuh'pi'udeiu-e, his }dienouie-
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nal courage and utter alme<ration of the ordinary arts of the politician

—

these were a revelation. People heyan to compare him to .Tackson and to

Jefferson. But there was tills' difference. .Tack.son and Jefferson each

took sides with the masses again.st the classes. President Cleveland was
neither for nor against any class or faction or any segment of the people.

He accpiired within the first two years of liis administration the confidence

of all classes to an extent ne ver surpassed by any president since the days

of Washington. He liad now concluded that the democratic party, held

together, as it had been before, largely by its opposition to republican

rule, and not tlioroughly united in congre.ss on any one question, excejit

upon the proper treatment of the southern states, ought to be brought

together upon the question of revenue reform. The consequence

was his celebratea message of December, 1887, in which he dis-

cus.sed the principles underlying tariff taxation from an advanced demo-
cratic standpoint. The message startled the country. It alarmed iioliti-

cians. Many leading men in IMr. Cleveland's own party looked upon it as

suicidal. It was jeopardizing democratic success and Mr. Cleveland's own
chances of re-election, which seemed otherwise assured. The result was
the passage by the democratic house at that session of a bill reducing

tariff taxation—the Mills bill. This bilPfailed in the republican senate,-

and Mr. Cleveland, the democratic nominee, was defeated in the election

that fall by Benjamin Harrison, republican. But the defeated democrats

were now united on tariff reform.

It must not be supposed, however, that its position on the tariff was
the only cause of the defeat of the demo cratic party in 1868. It is true

that the immense sums of money contributed by the piotected interests,

as well as a real fear on the part of many that the success of the dem-
ocracy would retard the industrial progress of the country, contributed

in a greater degree than any other single cause to bring about the

result, but tliere were other factors in this election. The rei)ublrcans

ajipealed again throughout the north to the animosities engendered by
the war. Long lists of ])rominent ex-Confederates. wluj had been

appointed to office by Mr. Cleveland, were exhibited in the north. Con-

federate 'free trade policms ’ were being commended to the north, it was
said, by "southern brigadiers.” and tlie fact was triunq)haiitly pointed to

that the constitution of the Confederate Spates forbade all tarilfs except

for revenue.

Great as Mr. Cleveland's tariff message of 1887 was. there was noth-

ing in it that was new. The principles of political economy upon which
it was founded had been disc\iss('d for more than a century. Discussions

of the existiiig tariff system had b(‘en going on in the houst' of represent-

atives and in the senate for more than tmi years, not only under Carlisle

as speaker, but also when Mr. Kandall was presiding. Morrison, Carlisle.

Springer. Blount. Blackbuim. Bland. Lamar. Vest, Beck, and Morgan,
Pugh, 'Wheeler and ot Inn Alabamaians, had made spi-eches that, widely

1
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circulated, had done much to educate tho petiole on this question long

before Mr. Cleveland's message of i;-'87 was written.

During air this agitation every Ala'oama d.emocrat in congress favored

the lowest tarilf rates with the exception of Messrs. Hewitt. Shelly and

Martin. These gentlemen, being believers in a modified form of protec-

tion, sometimes voted against the me.iGuve.s proposed for the reduction of

rates. The discussions of the tariff in congves.? have always been more
or less interesting. The protectionists argued that our country was the

most prosperous in the world, that it was advancing more rapidly in

wealth and population than any other, paying higher wages, and that all

the while the prices of manufactur.'d goods had been falling. It was
never possible to deny these general statements of fact. The difficulty

has been to demonstrate to the people that the conclusion sought to be

deduced was fallacious, viz., that ail these results were attributable' to

our tariff system. The protectionists further argued that the system

benefited the farmer because it enlarged h’S home market
It is not posssble to give in detail tlie arguments used in reply. The

general trend of the democratic answer may be judged of by the follow-

ing extract from a speech made in the house of representatives on the

12th day of October, 1888, by the writer, which outlines in part the dem-
ocratic line of reply. After giving the figures showing that our exports

of cotton were annually increasing, he said:

“On what principle of right can it be that the makers of this cotton
shall be prohibited by law from buying cheaply of that world which they
supply so liberally 'witli cheap cotton. These figures show that we are
successfully conij^eting in the production of lanv cotton with the pauper
labor of India. "VVe shall pi’obably continue to do so. In India, which is

our principal competitor, the average product per acre, from 1879 to 1886,

of raw cotton was about .'iH ])ounds: the average product of cotton per acre,

during the same period in tlie United States was about 17b pounds. But
other countries still compete. Competition with ourselves is becoming
serious. Mark how we ran up in twenty years from 2.230.000 to 7. 4e0.iH.i0

bales of 400 pounds each. There seems to be absolutely no bounds to the
amount of cotton we can make.

“This continued increase must continue to result in cheaxiening the
price.

“The case of the western farmer is precisely the same. He su]iplies

fully half the wheat importt'd into other countries. It is the foreign mar-
ket that .regulates the prices of his brendstuffs and his meats.

“But the case of the cotton producer or of the producer of timber or
wheat or other |)rovisions will not be so hard it his supplies, too, are
cheapened as they ought to be all along the line. The tendency of the
world is in that direction. Fannci's' ]U'oducts continue to fall: so ought
manufactures, and they do. Impi'ovcd machinery, improved processes of

manufacture everywhere, i)ring down ])iic*.'S, in America and Europe alike.

The hand-loom, the country blacksmith shop, the small private manufac-
tories, carried on by liand. that formerly dotted our whole count ly, and
especially New England, arc things of the i)ast. (.'loth, shoer^, hats,

clothing, nails, agricidtural im'|)lcm('nts—everything is nia<le by machin-
ery; evi.uy thing neciassarily ijecome.'' cheaper.

/
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“It is the crowiiin." biessinc of civilization that the necessaries and. even
the comforts of life are bein.ii' bronght within the reach of the laboring man.
The world ov(>r. where the laws allow him a fair chance, his condition is

improving', lie ])roduces more than the laboring man could in past ages,
and he ought to be allowed to enjoy more. By right he is entitled to a
fair share (d the triumphs of civilization, including the benefits resulting
from the wondm-ful develo})mcnt of transportation by steam, on land and at

sea, bringing so cheaply to be exchanged one for another the products of

all })Coples and all naiions.

"But our republican friends point to the cheapening of goods among
us and to the jirogress we are making, and attribute all to what they call

our American system. If gentlemen really believe this they ought to

lift up their eyes and look abroad. England has taken from us almost
the last vestige of the large share that once was ours in the carrying
trade of the world. Gi’eat Britain, France, Belgium, all Europe, is grid-

ironed by railroads. London in thirty years has increased her popula-
tion by a million. Berlin in forty, years has more than trebled her
population. Xew towns have sprung up all over Europe, old cities have
taken on new growth, new factories have been built, new mines
developed. The impulse of modern civilization is felt everywhere, even
in Italy, sitting so long inert amid the crumbling ruins of the past.

"The spirit of jirogress is there as well as here; and there, too, as
well as here are witnessed the triumphs of invention. If we have devel-
oped more rapidly, it is because of our fi'ee government and because of

our vast resources of held and forebt and mine and waterfall, answering
like magic to the touch of enterpi-ise and energy.

“It is for these reasons, sir. and because also of the fact that we come
of the most enterprising of human races, that we have progressed; not
by reason of. but in spite of, the gyves and shackles that our republican
friends have placed upon labor. If we wish to decide how much of our
present prosperity is due to our tariff system, let us compare ourselves
with ourselves. Look at this table, not made by a democrat, but taken
from the second volume of the census of com]')iled by republican
authorities. It siiows. rirst. that from l^GR to 167b manufactures ad-

vanced more rapidly than during any previous decade. It shows, sec-

ondly. they ad\'anced more than at any subsecpient decade. The per
cent, of increase in the gross value of manufactured products in the
United States for the d(H.-ade from l-s.'b to iMin. the first of these decades,

was 67) per cent.; in the second, from l-'^'GiJ to l-ifF, it was 7'J; and in the

third, from l'''7b to l-''<6(), it was only. The percentage of increase in

the net values of manufactured products in the first decade was .'^4. in the
second Gd. and in tim thii'd 41 ])cr cent. The capital invested and wages
]iaid increased in a sonu'whal like pro]iortion. though the number of

hands fell off as machinery imoroved and increased in value. But the

advance of wau'es during that first decade, according to this table, was
greater than it was in luther of the two following decades."

The canvass jireceding the presidential election of Is'^s was said to bo

a camt)aign of education. And such it was. There were many changes

among the voters, soim* of them going in one direction, and some in the

other; but that which benefited the democratic party most was the spirit

of imtuiry that was aroused. Voters began to think and to realize that

the system of high tariffs ado])ted during lhi‘ ci\'il war with tin' I'xpress

jiromise that it was to be temporary, was continued alter the (dose of tlu^
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Will- for the benefit of the manufacturers as a class, and that the time

had now come when it did not benotit even these, except in so far as they

ke])t down competition amony themselves and kejit up prices by success-

ful trusts and combina,tions. But the ]irocess of education was not com-

plete! by the canvass of I'sss. A few more object lessons were needed,

and fortunately for the party of “tariff refornjt'’ they were forthcoming.

The rejmblicans not only passed the force bill Through the house of

representatives in ISSiO, but also enacted into law the IMcKlnley bill.

This law was a general revision of the tariff for the purpose of reducing

revenues by “checking" ini})ortations. Sugar was made free, but duties

on very many articles were increased, with the visible residt of at once

raising prices.

The force bill and the iSIcKinley act were the issues in the congres-

sional campaign of 1800. and the democrats carried the country by an
immense majority. In the presidential election of 180-, Grover Cleve-

land, who had not changed his views on the silver question, but had
emphasized them by a letter in fsiJO, was again nominated by the demo-
crats for president, and Adlai Stevenson for vice-president. The repub-

licans had re-nominated Benjamin Harrison, who had approved the

McKinley act and had favored the election or force bill, and had chosen

as their candidate for the vice-presidency, Whitelaw Reid, who also sup-

ported these measures. These issues were fairly before the people, and
Cleveland and Stevenson were chosen by a very large majority. The
result of the election is aiso accepted as a decisive verdict, not only in

favor of tariff reform and against the force bill, but, also, against all

attempts at Federal ^^interference in elections for representatives in

congress.

The tariff Avill continue to be in the future, as it has been in the past,

a party question. What shall be the money of tlie people will also, for

many years, at least, be a problem in Federal ])olitics. During the civil

war, the Federal government not only authorized national banlis. taxing

at the same time state l^anks out of existence in order to aid the circula-

tion of its own institutions, but it issued United States treasury notes,

which it declared to be legal tender for all dues, exce]>t upon imj)orts.

Those “greenbacks." although, at one time, they were at a large dis-

count, 81. oO in gold being equivalent to more than 8jl..')0 in this national

currency, answered tlie purpose for which they Avere issued.

Almost immediately after the cessation of hostilities, the government,

in order to reach specie payments. Avhich it did not succeed in doing un-

til 1^711, entered upon the ]xAliey of contracting the currency. Continued

contraction produced depression of prices, and a loud demand for more
money, especially in the Avest. Based on this demand a neAV ])olitical or-

ganization Avas formed, calling itself th*' greenback party. Its demand
was for a ncAv issue of legal tendt'r grcsmltack's, to hi' issia'd by tin'' goA’-

ernment in large amounts Avithout any i)rovisions for rcdi'nq)tion. Indeed
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redemption wa.s not anticipated. This money ^vas to be floated by force

of law and was denominated by the adversaries of the scheme, "fiat

money," "rag' money, ".etc. The new party entered three candidates for

the presidency. Peter Cooper, in 1H70, who received 81,740 votes out of a

total of 8,41i!,740; .Tames B. "Weaver, in 1880, who received 300,857 votes

out of 0,l’o4.4:lS. and Benjamin P. Butler, who in 1884 received 133,82a

votes out of 10,07)0,347. This party had at one time eleven members of

the national house of representatives, but in 1890 it had passed gradually

out of existence. Now, however, arose another new party, calling- itself

in its first national platform, issued at St. Louis. Wo., December 0, 1889,

"the national farmers’ alliance and industrial union." It demanded "legal

tender treasury notes issued in sufficient volume to do the business of

the coimtrj^ on a cash basis, ” calculating the amount needed on a per

capita basis, the control of railroads by the government, etc.

Afterward it took the name of the "people's party, "and in its platform

promulgated at Omaha, Neb., on July 4, 1892, added, to its previous de-

mands, the loan of legal tender money directly to the people, at two per-

cent. interest per annum. And not stopping now at the control by the

government of railroads, it insisted also upon taking in telegraphs and
' telephones. J. B. Weaver, who had been the greenback candidate for

president in 1880, was nominated as candidate of the new party in 1892,

with James G. Field for vice-president. The "people's party" now has

in the United States senate two members, and in the house of representa-

tives, nine. In the election of 1892, it carried three states and elected

eight members of the house of representaives. Whether this new party

is to speedily pass away, as did its prototype, remains to be seen.
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THE MEDICAL PKOFESSIOX. 107

CHAPTER II.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

By JEROME COCHRAN, M. D., Montgomery.*

ENDEMIC AND EPIDE:MIC DISEASES — MEDICAL LEGISLATION — STATE MED-
ICAL ASSOCIATION — THE ASSOCIATION AFTER THE WAR— CONSTITU-

TION OF l'^73 — :medical law of 1877 — health system — histori-

cal SKETCH — COMMENTARY — PHARMACY LAM’S — PHARMACEUTI-
CAL LAM’S— DENTISTRY — STATE DENTAL ASSOCIATION — MEDICAL
SCHOOLS — INSANE HOSPITAL— MEDICAL CLUB — MEDICAL PERIOD-

ICALS.

have no record of the diseases that prevailed amongst the

Indians in Alabama befoie its settlement by the M’hites: nor

have M’e any record of the diseases M’hich prevailed amongst
these aborigncs while they still divided the territory of the

M’ith the early M’hite settlers. Our knoM’ledge of the

4 diseases that prevailed amongst the early M’hite settlers them-
* selves is fragmentary and imperfect. The only systematic

treatise knoM’n to the M’riter, treating of the diseases of these early days,

is the Medical History of Alabama, liy Dr. P. H. Lev’is, of Mobile. This

*I have uudertakeu to write a sketch of the medical history of Alabama. Thefir-.t
problem that presents it.self for solution is to determine what thing's fall pi-operly under
tlie de.signation of medical history. Does it mean au account of the diseases, endemic
aud epidemic, which have alllicted the good people of the state since its foundation'^ Or
does it mean a histC)i'y of the medical yirofessiou of the state and of the gi'Oiit doctors who
have made that profession illustrious'.-' Ov does it mean a history of the medical organi-
zation and the medical institutions. In the sketch that I have written I have construed it

to mean all of these things; and accordingly all of them, under api>ropriate sub-heads, have
been treated of as thoroughly as the time and space at my disiiosal -would warrant. It has
not been an easy thingto write this sketch, because it was very ditticnlt to obtain (he facd.s

for the periods anteilating the war. My medical l.irethren have been perfectly willing to
help me; buttheir memories fail to reacli back so far; aud of printed records there are \ ery
few e.rtant. I have done the best I could under the circumstances; and have i>acked the
pages assigned me ns full of facts as possible. Itwouhl have bi'en very much easier to have
tilled them with line writing flatteries, cornirlimenf s, panegyrics—afti-r the fashion of
complaisant re|>orters for the daily lu'css; but I think it will be -i linittc 1 generally, or by
.iudicious critics' at any rate, that [ have- pnrsui.'d the wiser course. I have use 1 a gre.at

deal of cai'e in the verilication of tlu> facts and details that I have made use of, and I am
satisfied that almost without e.\cei>tion their accuracy may bedepemh-d upon.

I’erhaps the most interesting p rrt of the- history of an.v ])rof('ssion is to be found in
the study of the lives ot its eminent men. I have therefore added to the formal aci'ounts
refern'd to above, biograjihical sketches of some of the leading memliers of the medical
pi'ofession of .Mabuma. conlining m.\ self entirely to those who are no leiigci- living. JVlany
r chl.v wort h.v (d‘ commeinorat ion I have had to pass wit hold mention, because I could not
for them obtain the necessary materials for even short notices.

[The skotclies alluded to will bo found in the "Pei-sonal Memoirs” of thi.s work.—Pt’ES.
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was a prize essay and was awarded a silver cap by tiie Alabama Medical

society, of Selma, in 1840. It was subse(|ueni ly, 1847, published in pam-
plilet form. It contains a .sreat deal of abstract speculation, not now
of much interest. It also contains some facts in reji,'ard to the early

diseases of Alabama, and chietly in connection with the southern and
central parts of the state. These facts will be used freely, so far as they

fall within the scope of this liistoiacaJ. sket-ch.

We know, in a gcmeral way. that t!io huntej’S and trappers and the

explorers who first penetrated into the territory now constituting' the

state of xVlabama. found the country as a rule salubriou.s^ and health.y.

This statement applies not only to the Alabama territory, but to all the

states of the southwest at the corres])onding periods of their history.

W^’ith the coming of permanent settlers, and the clearing and cultivation

of the land, intermittent and remittent fevers, of compa 2'ativel.y mild type,

and other malarial diseases, made their appearance. The whole state,

however, was not settled and cleared u]-) at once; and coiisequently the

prevalence of these malarial diseases amongst the pioneer settlers cannot

be referred to any special period, but was of earlier date in such sec-

tions as were of earlier settlement, and later in such sections as were
brought under cultivation at later times.

"The early settlers came mostly from Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia
and the Carolinas. The.y usually settled in communities at convenient
distances from one another. Owing to the fact these immigrants brought
but few laborei's with them, they chose for their homes the uplands and
hammocks rather than encounter, with feeble forces, the rich and heav-
.ily timbered alluvial lands of the river bottoms.”

—

Len-U.

This accounts to some extent for the comparative mildness of the

malarial diseases from which they suffered. When, at a later day. the

advancing tide of immigration began to invade the river bottoms, fevers

of a much more severe type, but still of malarial origin. Avere deA'eloped

amongst them. It is an important consideration, howe\’er, that much of

the work of clearing these richer lands was done by negroes, who are

much less vmlnerable to malarial inllmmces than the Avhites. In these early

settlements the houses Avere Imilt of green logs, often Avith the bark on;

the trees in the clearings Avere killed by bolting, and left standing until

they fell through tin' sIoav agency of decay: and the vii'gin soil, filh'd

Avith vegetable matter. Avas turned up by tlie plough. Tlie protecting

shade of the green trees ancl the thick undergroAvth being AvithdraAvn,

and Avith nothing to intercept the ferAmnt rays of the sun. the natural

consequence Avas the abundant generation of the malarial poison. Aloi\g

with the malarial fever.s. the pioneers suffl'i'inl from ]uu.-uiuouias and

pleurisies, and sometimes frcttn dysenteries.

"In the tiauitment of malrial diseases, tartar emetic was much us(>d. as
was also the lancet. A favoi'ite domestic I'emcdy Avas tea made of i)ono-

set—Eupatorium perfoliatum. But ]H.>ri 2aps l he most common launedic's

were calomel, to act on the li\'er. and peruvian l)ark. to pri'veut tln> re-

currence (jf the paroxysms. >
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‘'Betv.'eon the years and 181^. the town of St. Stephens, situated
on the lower ]iai-t of the IJi.abee river. Jiad a large accession of ])opida-

tion, attended with a corresponding increase of houses in the town, and
of agricultural improvements in the vicinity. Fever of a severe and
malignant type prevailed in this place during the summers o Isls-lti-ii i-:21.

During the two latter years, however, the town began to decline,
and sank with a rapidity even greater than that which marked its rise.

“Fort Claiborne, situated on the most elevated blutf on the Alabama
river, was an unini])ortant ^ilace until about at which time it began
to improve, and in the jiopulation had increased to S.Ooo. This high
and elevated plain has a gradual declivity, as it recedes from the bank of

the river, until it reaches a few low marshy ponds. In 1819 fever pre-
vailed in this town with great severity, with subsequent annual visita-

tions, and eveiy summer an increasing mortality, until the i)opidation be-
gan to decline about 182a.

“About 1^17--1^--19. the town of Cahaba. on the xVlabama river, ig

Dallas county, increased very rapidly 'in iiopulation, and at the same time
a vast extent of that fertile region of country was brought into cultiva-

tion. In the year lb21, a year memorable in Alabama for a late inunda-
tion of the rivers, great destruction of crops, and widespread disease,
the people of Cahaba experienced their first epidemic visitation. They
were so tenacious of the reputation of their town, then the seat of gov-
ernment, that they held a I'.ublic meeting in the midst of the epidemic,
resolved that the fears of those who had retired into the country cvere

not well founded, and foi-ced the public officers to return to the city and
resume their various duties. The mortality was not less than twelve per
cent, of the entire population. ”—Ccc-C.

About 1830, the settlement of the prairies was begun. They were
found to be very fertile, and the population rapidly increased. Very soon

these prairie settlements became subject to a very severe form of mala-

rial fever, which was commonly known as congestive fever, in reference

to which Dr. Lewis used this gratihic language: “To ascertain that

malady, which from its malignancy constitutes the principal outlet of

human life in this section during the summer and autumn, that malady
which most excites the fears of the i)eople and absorbs the attention of

the medical man. it is only necessaiy to be brought to the bedside of one

laboring under congestive fever, and the search is at once ended." The
type of this fever in the prairies became moditied in a fcAV years, as the

result, probably, of the thorough cultivation of tlie lands and impi’oved

drainage. In connection with this congestive fever, and other malarial

fevers of less maligant type, the people in the prairies suffered from ]uieu-

monia, })leuri.sy. dysentery, etc. Pneumonia by the local doctors was
divided into two classes, bilious pneumonia and typhoid pneumonia. The
bilious ])neumonia was an acute feVn-ile malady, in which malarial intlu-

ences com})licated the ])neumonities; whih' typhoid pmuunonia ordinarily

supervened upon some protracted case of fever, and was characterized by

adynamic sym]itoms.

A few years after the w.xr a form of fever, known am mgst southern

writers as lueiuorrhagic nudaritil fever, made its tippetirance in the ma-
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larious region.s of the state. This is a })rofoun(lly adynamic disease, with

sudden and intense yellow discoloration of the skin, and abundant dis-

charge of red urine, surcharged with the coloring matter of the disor-

ganized red V)lood cori)uscles. The mortality attending was very great.

Occasional cases of this fever occurred before the war, but it was not

then of common occurrence. Many papers in regard to this disease are

to be found in the volumes of the Transactions of the State ISIedical as-

sociation, between 1.^70 and It has- not entirely disaiipeared, but is

now very much less common than in the decade mentioned. It does not

yield to quinine and the ordinary anti-malarial treatment.

1- Typhoid fever is occasionally mentioned as far back as 183a, but it is

doubtful if the cases were really of the specitic typhoid type. About 1850,

genuine typhoid fever became prevalent in many parts of the state, in

some sections a little earlier than 185(i, and in some a little later. ' This

was distinctl}’ a new epidemic invasion. It fell under the observation of

the writer in the adjacent state of Mississippi, and for several years was
very destructive, especially among the negroes—so much so that the

writer knew the fortunes of many farmers to be seriously crippled in a

single season by its ravages. At first the doctors did not know how to

manage it and treated it very much as they were accustomed to treat the

malarial fevers, with which they had long been familiar. Experience fin-

ally taught them the danger of heroic medication, and the percentage of

mortality was greatly diminished. In the mean time, ahso, its infectious

character was recognized, and under the influence of this knowdedge very

effective measures of prevention were employed. IVlien one of the

little Aullages on a plantation—one of the negro quarters as they were

called—was invaded, the wells were condemned and new sources of water

supply 2)rovided: and not infrequently the entire slave community was
moved into new quarters at a safe distance from the old ones. This fever

dimini.shed greatly in prevalence in a few years, and by ISGO, it had
ceased to be an important factor in the mortality of the x>eople of the

state. It lingeiing longest in the prairies.

After the war, beginning about l87t>, another continued fever invaded

Alabama. It was first observed in the northern part of the state and

slowl}" made its way southward. This fever is knowur by several name's,

such as typho malarial fever, continued malarial fever and typhoid

fever. There has been much discussion amongst the doctors as to its true

character. Its duration is from two to four weeks, and often , longer the

thermometer curve is not that of specific typhoid as described in the

books. The rose sjiots have been very i-ardy observed; tlu're is not much
disposition to dian'lnea; as a rule the tongue is Hat and moist: and there

is very little muttering delirium. It is not controlled by quinine. It ap-

pears indifferently in the city and country; it has not been recognized as

infectious, and is not known to have any dependence on tin.' water supply.

In the fc’.e post mortems that have Ix't'ii mad*', the same lesions of I’ey-
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ors patches have been found that are found in typhoid fever. Notwith-

standing its want of conformity to tiie classic descriptions of typhoid

fever, the doctors of the state are more and more coming to regard it as

a form of that fever modified by the intlueijce of our southern climate.

The mortality in it is not very great.

“In this section of the Union, scoj’hcitina does not seem to.be attended
with the sam,e degree of malignancy as in the (.daer stales: neither has it

been noticed that it ])i‘esents the same epidemic character as marks its

]»revalence elsewliere. As a general rule, it may be said to be s])oradic

in its nature, some few cases aiipearlng in various sections r.)f the country
every year, but generally mild and easily controlled bj^ remedies. There
are, however, some exceptions in ditfei’ent locarties, wltere the disease
has assumed a malginant type, but its fatality has usually been confined
to a limited space, and but few years have been noted when this form
prevailed. It is likely to be milder in spring and summer and moi:e
severe in winter. ”

—

Lea-is.

Diphtheria either did not itrevail before the war, or else it was not

recognized. Since the war there have been localized outbreaks of it occa-

sionally, but no widespread epidemic. Like scarlet fever, sporadic cases

of it appear here and there every year, but something in our climatic con-

ditions seems to stand in the way of its dissemination.

No doubt smallpox sometimes prevailed epidemically in Alabama in

the early decades of her history; but of such outbreaks no records are

known to the author. Immediately after the war it was spread by Federal

troops through most of the towns garrisoned by them, and notably in

Mobile, Montgomery and Selma. In 1871-5 a neglected outbreak in Mobile

spread to the extent of 990 cases, and i!62/deaths. This is the last epidemic

that has occurred in the state. It has broken out since a number of

times, but has always been promptly sipipressed.

Cholera has visited Alabama on several occasions. There were some
cases and some deaths in Mobile and Montgomery in and a small

outbreak of a dozen or fifteen cases, with five deaths, in Sumter count 3u

In 1849 cholera again vi.sited klobile; number of cases not known, number
of deaths, seventy-six. It began its ravages in December. In February

and March, 1854, there w’ere a few- cases of cholera in Mobile, some of

them \evy malignant, with death in ten or twelve hours. In Huntsville,

in 1 s;74, there was an outbreak of cholera—cases about 150, deaths 51.

It was brought from Memphis in June. An interesting account of this

epidemic, Avritten by Dr. J. J. Dement, is to be found in the Transacticxns

of the Alabama State Medical association for 1 j>74. In June. 1873, cholera

broke out in Ilirmingliam. It is believed to have been brought from
Huntsville. Hirmingham was tlnui in the Ixegiuning of its career, and

was not a populous cit\a After the disease began to spread, man^- of the

peoi)le left the ])lace; but amongst those who remained there was a sweep-

ing epidemic—number of cases and number of deaths not known. An
account of this outbreak Avas contril)uted b,y Dr. M. H. Jordan, fo the

transactions of the State Jledical association for 1''74. In tliis same
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summer of 1^73, there ivere about fifteen or twenty cases of cholera in

Mobile, of yrhoin about one-third died.

Yellow fever has occurred in iSlobile in the following years: 1705,

1765, ISllJ. Isfil, 1^35, 1^27, 1^37. ls30. 1M2. 1843. 1844, 1 n17. 1849,

1851, 1853, 1854, 1867, 187(1 1873, 1878; and in [Mobile county, at the villages

of Spring Hill, Dog River Factory, Fulton, and Citronelle, in 1853; at

Whistler, Bon Secours, and Fish River—the two last in Baldwin county,

in 1878; at Selma, in 1853; -at Grove Hill, in Clarke county, in 1853; at

Montgomery, in 1854 and 1873, while in 1878 it prevailed along the line

of the Memphis & Charleston railroad at Tuscumbia. _Florence, Town
Creek, Decatur and Stevenson. In 1883. there was another outbreak at

Brewton, in Escambia county; and in 1888 at Decatur.

The limits of this sketch will not i>erniit of separate accounts of these

various epidemics, but a few facts in regard to some of the more notable

of them may not be without interest:

“Previous to 1817, the population of Mobile did not exceed 500 souls,

consisting principally of French. Spaniards, and free negroes: but after

this period the place rapidly improved, and in 1819 the accession of
Europeans and of whites from the adjacent states had increased the num-
ber nearly three-fold in two years. The deaths in 1819 were estimated at

40O, being nearly one-third of the population. Such was the consterna-
tion produced by this epidemic that public attention was directed to a

location on the opposite side of the bay, and the alarmed inhabitants
began rapidly to improve tlie small village of Blakely, which for a time
increased in population, while IMoljile seemed sinking to decay. But in

1822 Blakely was visited by an ei'tidemic as fatal in proportion to the
population as that of 1819 in Mobile. This confounded the hopes of its

peojjle, and it jiassed out of existence as a place of commercial impor-
tance. The yellow fever of 1842 was confined to the southern portion of

the city, whilst that of 1843 was confined mostly to the northern section,

and did not invade the district infected the preceding autumn. The
epidemc of b'^43 lasted from the 2oth of August to the lt»th of November.
The population of the city was about 14,090. number of cases 1,352, num-
ber of deaths 240.”

—

Coiu.hitscJfrom Lev'h.

The history of the great epidemic of 1853, the most widespread and

destructive epidemic ever known in the south before the war, requires

special notice. It began its ravages in Mobile in August. The first eight

or ten cases were amoncst persons who came from New Orleans. In

this way a number of infectious centers were establislied, and the fever

spread with unexampled ra]udit\'. Panic took possession of the public

mind. How many persons tied it is impossible to ascertain, but it was
estimated that in three weeks not more than 10,00t) or 12.O00 were left in

the city, and of this number it is prolxible that 4.nt)0 or 5.('nti were

attacked in loss than a month after tlie disease a^qieared. The cqndemic

reached its heiglit about the fii'st week in September. In the suburbs

north, west and south, and wherever there were settlements within six

or eight miles, it raged with almost as much violenc(> as in the city.

Amongst other it prc'vailed at Spring Hill, at Dog Ri\er Factory,
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at Fulton, and at Citronelle— all in Mobile county, but Citronelle at a

distance of sixty miles. About the middle of November there vere sev-

eral sharp frosts, which promptly checked it progress. A very interest-

ing account of this epidemic, as it occurred in iMobile. was contributed by
Dr. \Y. II. Anderson to the iiroceedings of the State Medical association

for 18,54.

Selma has had Imt one epidemic of this disease—in 1853. It had been
brought into the city tAvice before and had failed to spread, so that the first

few cases excited but little apprehension. The first case occurred on the

17th of Seidember. The subject of it residerl near the riA'er, but had not

been to klobile. No other Avell marked case Avas Avitnessed until the 7th

of October. The fe\’er soon assumed an ex^idemic form, and the x>eoxAle,

becoming alarmed, tied from their homes, leaA’ing in the city only 1,000

or 1,200 Iversons out of a x^opulation of OA’er 3.no0. Only a feAV negroes

wmre attacked. The Avhole number of cases Avas 120. with 32 deaths.

There Avas no .yelloAV feAmr in Alabama, nor in any of the gulf states

during the Avar, an immunity undoubtedly due to the efficiency of the

blockade of our xiorts by the federal naA'y. The blockade did not abso-

lutely jirevent all intercourse Avith the outside Avorld. but it Avas rendered

so infrequent and so difficult as to constitute a A'ery rigorous ciuarantine.

The epidemic of 1873 was more Avidely distrilmted than that of 1853,

it invaded a considerable number of communities in Louisiana. Texas and

Tennessee, and tAvo in Alabama—in IMobile and ^Montgomery. The out-

break in Mobile Avas conqiaratively mild. There were 210 cases, Avith 35

deaths. A A’ery elaborate account of this epidemic Avas contributed by
Dr. J. Cochran to the transactions of the Alabama State Medical associ-

ation in 1874. An account of tlie IMontgomery e]udemic Avas contributed

to the same volume of transactions by Dr. K. F. Michel. In IMontgomery

the cases AAmre about 5oo. and the deaths lo2.

The most Avidely disseminated, the most detructiA'e. and in e\"ery AA-aj^

the most remarkabde and dreadful ejudemic of yelloAV fe\’er that has eA'er

deA’astated the states of the gulf and c>f the Mississi])X)i valley, Avas that

of 1878. It Avould lie out of place here to giA’o eAmn an outline of the

history of the eiiidemic. Suffice to say. that something like 140 cities

and toAA'ns suft'enul from its raA'ages; that the number of cases of sick-

ness inflicted on the x)eoxile of the country reached the grand total of

about 125,000; and that the number of deaths for Avhich it Avas res^ionsi-

ble aggregates about 1<'^,00<). But these statistics convey to the imagina-

tion only the faintest and most inadequate conceptions of the dreadful

details of the eindemic. In many of the more soiafiy afflicted communi-

ties the x)estilence Avas king; and xianic. and shuddt'ring liorror, and the

black shadoAV of death Avere his ministers. Hoxie of escaxie there Avas

none, except by fliglit; and all the routes of traved hvading from the

infected localities Avere x'oxmlous Avitli fugitives. Tht' times, indeed; AA'ere
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114 MEMOKlAIi iiECORD OF ALABAMA,

times of tribulation, and svicdi as try men's souls. No wonder that even
brave men tied; and since all who remained at all, remained to feed the

pestilence and increase' its horrors, lli^j-ht became a sort of sacred duty.

But universal lli"ht was iup^ossible. Many were too poor in the goods of

this world to travel away from liome; .ana many otliers were constrained

to remain, out of sentiments of Christian charity', to minister to the wants
of sutfering frit'iids and neighbors Au'.ongst th(»se who fought most
bravely' under the banners of humanity, we may bc' excused if we single out

for special nn'iition the members of the medical jn-ofession, who, upon this

occasion, acted as tlu'y' have always done from immemorial ages. They' rec-

ognized in all its fullness of meaning the truth of the trite maxim, that the

epidemic is the battle-field of the physician; recognized that it was their pe-

culiar mission to cany hcyie to the hopeless, help to the sick, comfort to the

dying. None else knew so well as they' the cliaracter of the danger they

were called upon to face; and certainly' none else confronted it with such

unflinching courage. In the iirincipal centers they' knew veil that, for

them, there was no hope of escape. All of them went surely to beds of

sickness; and many' of them to beds of death. The immortal charge of

the 600 at Balaklava,
Into the valley of death,

Into the jaw.s of hell,

was not so desperate as the warfare waged by' the doctors of the south

against the iiivisibl? armies of the pestilence. In south Alabama there

were this year in Mobile about eighty cases; and in proportion to popu-

lation cpiite a number of cases in the villages of Bon Secours and Fish

River. These outbreaks were all traceable to New Orleans. In north

Alabama it was of much more extended prevalence. It was brought to

this section by the Memphis Charfi^ston railroad, which here runs

through the Tennessee valley', and none of the larger towns escaped.

There were sweeping epidemics in Tusenmbia. Florence. Decatur and

Stevenson; and a few cases in Town Creek, Athens, Huntsville, Opelika

and Tuscaloosa.

MEDICAL LEGISLATION.

During the territorial regime in Alabama this writer has not been able

to find that any laws wt're passed bearing on the practice ot medicine.

The state of Alaliaina was organized and admitted into the union in

1810. At that time, in the larger centers of population, there were to bo

found i)hysicans of culture and ability'—the graduates of reputable med-

ical institutions. But in many' portions of the state, in sparsely settled

communites, whore rt'inuueratiou for medical st'rvices was lU'cessarily of

the scantiest character, much of the practice was done by the wise

women of the time, and by men who had picked up a few notions of dis-

eases and their tri'atment from some of the popular maii'.ials ol domestic

medicine then in circulation. Many' of these backwoods practitioners
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wore oxceedinirly i,”T.orant. not only of medicine, but also of the very

rudiments of English education.

As the population of the state increased in numbers, in wealth, and in

intelligence, it was felt that something should be done, and a better

qualified class of medical iiractitioners provided to take charge of the

health and lives of the people; and to this end the interference of the

legislature was invoked. The first law to regulate the practice of medi-

cine was enacted in wdien the state was only four years old. Under
this law all graduates of all regularly constituted medical institutions

within the United States were' authorized to }u-actice medicine without

further qualification; and all persons, not graduates, who were actually

engaged in practice at the time of the passage of the law. were allowed

to continue to practice without interference, provided they registered,

themselves as practitioners before some one of the medical boards created

by the law. Having cleared the ground in this way, the law went on to

provide that, for the future, no fiersons except college graduates should

be allowed lo practice medicine in Alabama, without first having obtained

a certificate of qualification from one of the established boards. These
boards were at first five in numVjer—one at Huntsville, one at Tuscaloosa,

one at Cahaba. one at Clailiorne and one at Mobile. Each board was
composed of five members elected by the joint vote of the two houses of

the general assembly; and two members were to constitute a quorum.
In the intervals between the annual sessions, any member of a board could

issue a temporary permit to practice. Five dollars was allowed the boai’d

for each examination, for each permanent certificate, and 85 for each

temporary permit. The boards could grant certificates to practice medi-

cine alone, or surgery alone. Each board was left to itself to adopt such

standard of qualifications and such methods of examination as seemed
good to its members.

In 1826, this law was amended so as to allow all graduates of any

regular “medical university” to practice without examination by the state

boards. This was probably done because the clause in the original act

exempting college graduates from examination had not been clearly

expressed. In 1854, another similar amendment was ]mssed. to the effect

that all graduates of “reputable mi'dical colleges in the United States'*

should be exempted from the operations of the law. the intention of this

amendment being doubtless to obviate any uncertainty that might be sup-

posed to lurk in the awkward phrase, “regular medical university." In

1832, the law was amended so as not to apply to botanic or ThompS(jnian

physicians; ]U'Ovid»Ml. they were not to bleed, apply blisters, or give

mercury, tartar emetic, opium or laudanum.

This medical law, as here given in outline, remained the law of the

state, undergoing only minor modifications, until ls77. when the law to

regulate practice ;it present in force was enactc'd. This m'W law will lie

discussed presently. In tlie mmiutimo the old law was incorporated in

>
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the successive codes of the state. But it was never very rigorously en-

forced; the examinations were not sucli as to maintain a high standard

of medical qualiticatioms’; ])rosecutions. if known at all. were A'ery infre-

quent, and. easy as it was to get the certificate, a good many engaged in

practice without it. The general result was that the law accomplished

very little good; and the poorer white sections of the state were largely

given over as fields of ])ractice to doctors who were anything but learned in

the art and science of medicine. It was not so in the black neighborhoods

—that is to say. in the neighborhoods where slaves constituted the major-

ity of the population. In these neighborhoods the planter was able to

pay good fees; he wanted a doctor of at least a decent show of medical

knowledge to treat himself and family; and the money value of his slaves

made him equally anxious that they also .should have the best medical

skill that was to be obtained. The natural consequence was that,

throughout the black belt of Alabama, the doctors were nearly always

of fair literary culture and graduates of regular medical colleges.

While the medical law remained, from to 1877, almost without

change, there were many changes in the number of the examining
boards. In 1827, the Cahaba board was moved to Selma. In 1830. the

number of boards in the state was reduced to four—one at Huntsville,

one at Tuscaloosa, and one at Selma, and one at Claiborne^—the original

Mobile board having been allowed to die through neglect. Subsequently

the following boairls were created in the years mentioned: Mobile. 1831;

Montgomery, l'^35; Demopolis, 183.1: Irwinton, Barbour county, 1837;

Jacksonville, then in Benton county. 1841; Florence, 1841; Eufaula, 1844;

Chambers county, 1844-; Suggsville. Clarke county, 1845; Talladega, 1845;

Crawford. Russell county, 1846; Cherokee county. 1854: Choctaw county,

1854; .lackson county. 1"'54; Russell county, the first Russell county board

having been allowed to lapse. 1>'55; Shelby county. 1^55; Autauga county.

1858; Pike county, 185«; Perry county. 1858; Coffee comity. I860; Franklin

county, 1^*60; Cherokee county, I860; St. Clair county, 1^6)1; 'Washington

and Choctaw counties, om.' joint board, 1>^66: Mar.shall county. 1867; .Tef-

fer.^n county. 1867; Hale county, l»'s67
; Elmore county, 1867; Lee county,

1867; Lawrence county, 1870.

. By the art of 1^23, the members of the boards were elected by the

joint vote of tlie two houses of the general assembly. This seems to have

proved troublesome and the general practice was ado])ted, that the gen-

eral assembly should designate the memlmrs to compose the boards at

the time of their organization, while all subsequent vacancies in any

board were to be filled by the remaining members. 'I'liere wei'e a few ex-

ceptions tf) this plan, liowevcu-. In 1830 the South Alabama Medical

society at Selma was chartered, and was a\iihorized to make examinations

in conformity to the law govtuming other boai’ds. A few years later the

name of this society was clmnged to the Alabama State Medical -sociidy.

The i)rivileges of this charter were forfeited by negU'ct ; and in R67 flu'y
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were renewed and the name changed to the Selma Medical society. In

1841, the Medical society of the city of i'.Iobilo 'e'as ciiartered for ten

years, with authority to elect a board of medical examiners, with the

usual powers. This charter was renewed in ISTii’. for twenty’’ years; and

again in 1860. for fifty years. In 1866 the Medical and Surgical society

of Montgomery was chartered for fifty j eiir.s,. and authorized to elect a

board of examiners, to act under the general !r\v. In 1:“<44 the election

of the members of the Barbour county board was delegated to the grad-

uated physicians of the county. Finally, in the code of 1867. all existing

boards are continued; and it is provided that, for the future, county

boards of medical examiners may be at any time created by the action of

the county commissioners, and the probate judges.

While this process of evolution was going on in leg’islation affecting the

regular profession, several acts were passed in the interest of the irreg-

ular doctors of the state. As we have already seen, the law of 1823 was
amended in 1832, so as not to apply to the so-called Thompson! ans. The
botanic system, into which the Thomjisonians gradually developed, had
not then been invented. In 1874. however, a law was enacted authorizing

the courts of county commissioners of the several counties to create

boards of botanic physicians, of not less than three nor more than seven

members, to examine all who desired to pi'actice the botanic system of

medicine, and to fix the fees that might be charged for such practice.

This scheme did not work well, for one reason—because botanic physi-

cians were not numerous enough in most of the counties to furnish mem-
bers to constitute the boards. So, in 185(3, this law was rescinded and a

new law passed, creating a single state board for the examination of

botanic physicians. So far as is known to the writer of this sketch, the

members of this state board never met for organiziation and never issued

any licenses to practice. In 1800 a board of botanic physicians was
created in Blount county, but this board, also, seems never to have organ-

ized.

In 1852 there was organized, or at least chartered, in the city of IMont-

gomery, the Alabama Homeopathic society, which was authorized to aj)-

point annually a board of three members to ' examine all non-graduates

who desired to practice homeopathy—giaduates of medical cr)llege.s and
licentiates of other Alabama 'ooards. to be exempt from such examina-

tion. The rules for this board were in all details the same as those pro-

vided for the control of the regular boards.

THE STATE MEDK'AE ASSOCIATION.

The Medical Association of tlie state of Alabama was organized by a

convention of the physicians of the state which met at IMobile in 1>47, and
on the 1st day of December thereof. This convention was called at the

instance of Dr. A. G. Mabry, of Selma, for the jmrpose of getting g move-
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ment on foot socure the establishment of a state hospital for the in-

sane. The permanent officers of tlie convention were as follows:

President
—

'\V. B. Johnson. M. D.. of Perry county: First Vice-Presi-

dent—K. L. Fearn, IM. ])., of Mobile: Second Vice-President—A. G. INIahry,

M. D., of Selma; Secretarie.s— George F. Pollard. M. D. . (tf Montgomery,
and W. B. Crawford, IM. D., of Mobile; Treasurer—George A. Ketchum,
M. D., of Mobile.

Just what was done in furtherance of the enterprise to establish a

hospital has not come to the knowledge of the present writer. But in

the course of the session a committee of seven, consisting of Drs. P. H.

Lewis (chairman'. ^Morgan, Barnes. Miller, Gaines, Ketchum and
"Woodcock—was appointed to draft a plan for the organization of a state

medical association. On the 4th day of December and of the session, the

report of the committee on organization was adopted, and the conyen-

tion resolved itself into the ISIedical /Vssociation of the State of Alabama.
The officers of the convention were continued as officers of the association

for one year.

The session of 1848 was held in Selma, beginning on the 8th day of

March. Dr. W. B. Johnson presided. Apparantly no account of its pro-

ceedings has been preserved.

In 1849 the association held two sessions. The first session was held

in Wetumpka on the Gth and 7th days of March. Dr. A. G. ISIabry, the

president, was absent, and the chair was taken by Dr. Samuel D. Holt,

who was second-vice president, and who was elected president. The
minutes of this meeting, not the medical papers, were printed in a thin

pamphlet. The second session was held in IMontgomery, including, in

the time, the 13th day of December. The presumy>tion is that Dr. Holt

presided. The medical papers read at these two sessions were published
-—ai least several of them— in the Xew Orleans Medical .Journal.

The session of 1^30 was held in IMobile, beginning on the 10th of De-

cember and continuing three days. Dr. A. Lopez was the ])residing

officer. The proceedings of this meeting, including the medical papers,

were published in a pamphlet of 1.30 pages, tlie first volume issued by the

association. Amongst otlier things, and in continuation of the effort to

secure the establishment of a hospital for the insane, a committee, con-

sisting of Dr. Lopez, S. Holt, W. H. Anderson. H. V. Wooten, W. O.

Baldwin, and William Bolling, was appointed to prepare a memorial to

the general assenildy urging the construction of such an institution, and^

as was sjiecitied in the resolution, to aid IMiss Dix in her efforts in the

same direction. In 1>>31 the association met. on tlie ^th day of Dc'cnmber.

in Montgomery. Dr. Charh'S K. luivender had been elected president,

but died before the time came for the meeting, and Dr. William O.

Baldwin, the first vice-]iresident, acted in his ])lace.

The session of H32 was ludd in St-hna, beginning on the 13th of De-

ceinbei'. Dr. William Bolling, the elected [tresident. was absent, and the
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first vice-prosident, Dr. A. G. Mahiy. presided. Dr. A. Lopez, who had
been ai>pointed by the governor to visit the various insane asylums in

the United States, reported 'that he had performed that duty during the

past summer, that the plans he had submitted had been approved by the

commissioners, and that the piojected building would soon be in course

of erection. The treasurer reported the association between -ssOO and
§900 in debt, and not a dollar in the treasury.

The association was to hold a session in Montgomery in December,
1853. For some reason, perliaps on account of the wide prevalence of

yellow fever during that fall, this session was postponed until the 10th,

11th and 12th of January, 1^54, so that no meeting at all was held in

1853.

This session of 1854 was held under the presidency of Dr. A. Denney,

in Montgonumy. The treasurer again emphasized the want of money,
and stated that at least 81 .(h)0 was due from delinquent members.

In 1855 the association met in Mobile, February 5, 6 and 7, under the

presidency' of Dr. L. H. Anderson. The treasurer reported more than

half the members delinquent of dues. At this session it was decided to

make Mobile the permanent place of meeting, and to make the time of

meeting the first Monday in March of each year. It was also agreed that

an effort should be made to provide a permanent hall for the meetings of

the association, and for a pathological museum, medical library, etc. ; and
with a view to disseminating information of the aims and objects of the

association, it was ordered that 1,500 copies of the transactions of this

meeting should be printed for distribution amongst the physicians, editors,

and other intelligent citizens of the state. Dr. Taylor, the annual orator,

took as his theme the eligibility of Mobile as the site for a school of

medicine. Dr. T. W. ]vIason. of Metumpka, was elected president for the

ensuing year. According to information believed to be reliable, the

expenses of this session, especially the expense of printing and distribu-

ting 1,500 copies of the proceedings, utterly bankrupted the treasury of

the association, and a considerable balance had to lie paid by individual

members of the publishing committee. The sums thus advanced were
never repaid to the advancers.

Another session was held in 1^5(3; but the writer has not been able to

get any account of it. Presumably, Dr. IMason presided. The financial

collajise consequent on the large expenditures of the previous year

seems to have caused the collapse of the association, and it passes out

of history for the next twelve years. It has been difticult to get details

of the history of the association before tlu' war. exc<‘pt for tlie five yt>ars

covered by the ])ublislied volumes of proceedings. Prom tliese volumes

a few general facts and conclusions may be gatherc'd.

The nominal membersliip during this ante liellum time was about I.')!!.

Doctors who were not present at the meetings wei(> (dected to mejuber-

•ship, and their liames. otici' on the roll, were kept tlieia' indetinitely,
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even thou.yh many of them made no formal ac(A |)tanee of tlie doubtful

honor, never athmded the meetings, and nev'er [vaid their dues. It is

probable that the bona tide ]>aying momber.sbip never at any time exceeded

100, and that on the average it fell considerably boJow that number.

There were many things that stood in the v,'ay of the prosperity of tlie

association beside the bad tinancial management, but tliat is of itself

sufticient to account for its temporary failure. The members were drawn,

almost exclusively, •from the Vdack belt of the stale—that is to say, from

the central and southern parts of the state—and iargelv' from the three

cities of INIobile, iSIontgomory and Selma. Only about a dozen of these

old members now survive. Amongst these may be mentioned Dr.

George A. Ketchum of Mobile; Dr. Henry Backus of Montevallo; Dr.

Andrew Bowie of Benton; Dr. iNathan Bozeman of New York; Dr. P. N.

Ciliey of Lowndesboro; Dr. C. A. Edwards of Prattville; Dr. J. M.

Langhorn of Uniontown. and Dr. R. D. Webb of Birmingham. The
restriction of the membership to such small territorial limits was due to

circumstances easily understood. There were no railroads in those

days, and travel, except on the navigable rivers, was slow, inconvenient,

and expensive. And so it naturally happened that very few doctors

attended the meetings of the association, except such as lived in easy

reach of steamboat transiiortation. com]:)arativeh' large number of

these were men of mnch distinction, and this not simply and solely as

practitioners of medicine; but they were, also, men of considerable

scholarship, and citizens of high standing and large social and public

influence. It was the fashion in those days for the sons of the best

families to study medicine, and so it came about that the doctors of the

black belt in Alabama, before the war. were accomplished gentlemen as

well as skillful idaysicians. The names of some of them may be fitly

mentioned here: J. C. Xott. George A. Ketchum, W. II. Anderson, F. A.

Ross, E. P. Gaines, of iSlobile: A. G. Malory, C. D. Parke. W. P. Reese
of Selma; J. Marion Sims. S. Ames. W. kl. Bolling. AVilliain O. Baldwin,

N. Bozeman of Alontgomerv; L. H. Anderson. R. D AA'el)b of Sumter,

and man}’ more of equal worth. Tlie medical papers and addresses of

those days had their chai-acteristic merits. They are elaborate and full

of quotations fi’om medical books.' They are written in good Enlgisli;

they show abundant evultmces of scholarly training, and are ornamented
with abundant quotations from the Latin classics, and fi-om the standard

Englisli poets. In the five volumes of the proceedings there are long

reports on the medical botany of the counties; on the ])revailing dis-

eases of the counti('s, and on medical and surgical subjc'cts which were
then of current interest.

THE .STxVTE ASSOCIATIOX AFTER THE WAR.

During the war, and for throe years after the close of the war. the

association l^old no meepings. On the tliird and fourth: days of Alai’cli,
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in response to a call issiiecl by the Selina IMedi'cal society", a meet-

ing was held in Selma for the purpose of reorganization. Only six of the

old ante’ helium members were in attendance, namely: Dr. H. Backus.

Dr. C. J. Clark. Dr. A. G. Mabry. Dr. A. J. Reese. Dr. W, P. Reese, and
Dr. F. A. Ross. Of gentlemen not before on the roll of members there

were present. Drs. B. H. Riggs. Charles F. Force. John A. McKinnon,
G. W. Kyser and L. E. Locke of Dallas county; Drs. Thomas C. Osborn,

F. 1\I. Peterson, and .Jacoli Huggins of Hale counties; Drs. R. F. Michel,

W. C. Jack.^on and H. S. Howard of Montgomery county; Drs. J. L. Gilmore
and Jerome Cochran of [Mobile county, and Dr. E. D. [McDaniel of Wilcox
county. In other words, the assemblage was composed of twenty phy-
sicians, representing five different counties. A temporary organization

was effected by calling Dr. F. xV. Ross, of Mobile, to the chair, and Dr.

Jerome Cochran, of the same place, to the secretary's table; after whicli

Dr. A. G. [Mabry offered the following resolution:

Resolved, Tliat we, the members of the Medical As.sociation of the
state of Alabama here assembled, do revive and re-establish said associa-
tion. and invite the physicians present who are not members to join us
in so doing and to become members of the association.

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and all the idiysicians in the

hall signed the roll and paid the initiation fee of *1. Dr. A. G. Mabry
was elected president. The only medical paper read at this meeting was
one by Dr. Henry Back^^s, on the unity of disease. The principal work
of the session was the amendment of the original constitution, the pur-

pose in mind being to make the association a more distinctly rejiresenta-

tive body than it had formerly been. The effect of the changes made
was to recognize two classes of members, namely: (1) Delegates duly
accredited from the local medical societies, medical colleges, and public

hospitals of the state; and (!’) Permanent members, consisting of all

such delegates as chose to pay the annual dues and so to kee]) up their

connection with the association. xV per ca})ita assessement of was made
to constitute a fund out of which to defray current exi^enses. The next
session was held in MoVhle. March I’d. od, 4th, There was an at-

tendance of forty, representing ten counties. From such small beginnings

sprang the great association which has slowly grown to be the pride of

all the people of x\hd)ama—the most perfectly organized and the most
influential medical association in the United States.

It ‘does not seem expedient to enter into tlae details of the successive

annual sessions of the association since the war; but rather to indicate in

a general way the course of the evolution whic-h has made it what it is.

Beyond all (piesticm the gi'catest evtmt in its history is tin* ado})tion, in

lH7o, of the new ])lan of organization which is embodied in what is com-
monly spoken of as tin' new constitution. The writer will tlierefore

give the history of this new constitution somewhat in detail in other

sections of this slcetch.

xVt the time of the adoption of the new constitution about ludf of the
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counties of the slate were nominally organized; but it was several years,

before that many accepted charters and came into full fellowship. Since

1888,- there has been a- chartered society in every county of the state,

sixty-six in number, and the whole state is now completely organized.

That is to say, we have sixty-six county societies, sixty-six county boards

of health, and sixty-six county boards of medical examiners.

Eleven hundred doctors, or about two-thirds of all the doctors in the

state, constitute at this time the aggregate membership of the associa-

tion—1,100 of the best men in the profession— and the number is con-

stantly increasing. The doctors who are not members are as a rule in

entire harmony with the association, and with the objects it has been

organized to accomi)lish. Since the reorganization of the association in

1873, it has illustrated its inlluence in the counsels of the state by secur-

ing the enactment by the general assembly of a number of beneficeht

laws, as follows:

(1) In 1877), a law to constitute the state medical association, the state

board of health with general control of the county boards, the county
medical societies being invested with the functions of county boards of
health.

(2) In 1877, a law to regulate the practice of medicine in the state.

(3) In 1879. a law to make an annual appropriation of 83,000 for the
uses of the btate Ijoard of health.

(4) In issi, a law providing for the collection of vital statistics, and
creating county health officers.

(5) In 1887. a law to regulate the practice of quarantine in Alabama,
with an annual appropriation of 8,y,o0O.

• (6) Also, in 1887, a law for the protection of the traveling public
against accidents caused by color blindness and defective vision.

All of these enactments will be treated of at greater length in subse-

quent sections of this histoiy. Beginning with 18G8. the first session

after the war. annual sessions of the association have been held in the

years and places and with presiding officers as follows: Selma. I.'~^ti8. A.

G. ISIabry; Mobile. 1809. A. G. klabry; Montgomery. 1870. R. P. Michel;

Mobile, 1^71, F. A. Ross; Huntsville. hs72. T. C. Osborn; Tuscaloosa.

1873, G. E. Kunipe. Selma: 1874, G. A. Ketchuni; IMontgomeiA , bt‘75,

J. S. Weatherly; IMobile. 187G, .1. J. Dement; Birmingham. 1877. E. D. ISIc-

Daniel: Eufaula. 1^78, Peter Bryce: Selma. H79. R. D. Webb: Hunts-

ville, 1880, E. P. Gaines; IMontgomery. H'^l. W. H. Anderson: Mobile.

1882, J. B. Gaston: Birmingham, lss3, 0. D. Parke; Selma, 18s4, iM. H.

Jordan; Greenville. 188."). B. H. Riggs; Anniston. 1>^80, F. M. Peterson;

Tuscaloosa. l'^'^7, S. D. Seelye: ^Montgomery, 18,ss. E. H. Sholl: iMobilo.

18^9, IM. 0. Baldridge; Birmingham, HOo, C. H. Fr:inklin; Huntsville,

1891, W. H. Sanders; Montgomery. i>92. B. J. Baldwin; Selma, H93,

J. T. Searcy.

The orators since the war have been as follows: isO;). .Tohn Brown'

Gaston; l^'lo, Ch'orge Augustus Ketchum; 1>71, William Henry Ander-

son; 1872. Job Sobieski Weatherly; 1''73. Mori imer Harvey Jordan
;
H74„
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Samuel Dibble Seelye: 1S75. Georgre Augusuis Keich’.im : lS7b, Richard
Fraser Michel; 1^77, Edmund Keriry Fournier; 1H7S. Benjamin Hogan
Riggs; ls79. William Augustus Michel- IssO, Paul DcTuicy Baicer; 1881,

Milton Columbus Baldridge; 18'^2. Peter Bryce; lss3, Edward Henry
Sholl; 18S4, William Henry Sanders; 1887, .Tamos Thomas Searcy; 1880,

no oration delivered; 1887. Richard Procter H'lger; 1888. Benjamin James
Baldwin; 1889. Ruffin Coleman: 1890, Henry Tutwilei- Ingo ; 1891, Edward
Powell Riggs; 1892. Benjamin Leon 'Wyman; 1893. Glen Andrews.

The constitution of 1873 was first foreshadowed in a series of resolu-

tions presented to the association at the annual sesision held in Montgom-
ery in 1870. These resolutions were referred to a very able sirecial com-
mittee, which after due consideration reported them back to the

association, with an expression of opinion to the effect; Tirat while the

reforms suggested were very desirable in themselves, they were at th^

same time, in view of our surroundings, entirely impracticable, and that

any effort to push them into execution must necessarily result in failure.

The friends of the new movement, however, were not willing to accept

this discouraging opirion as the final conclusion of their dream of better

things; and accordingly the plan to which they had committed them-

selves was again presented to the association at the annual session of

1871 in Mobile, this time in the shape of a formal draft of a new consti-

tution, which was elaborately discussed, and which yvas finally disposed

of, so far as this session was concerned, by an order to print it in the

Transactions, and by the postponmeiit of its farther consideration to the

next annual session.

The next annual session was held in the city of Huntsville in 1872;

and here, again, the new plan of organiration was the ])rinci[ial topic of

debate. The friends of the movement ivere quite satisfied that if the vote

had been taken here the new constitution would have been approved V>y

a handsome majority. But they appreciated the importance of securing

the hearty co-operation of tiie whole medical profession of the state, in

order to carry the new plan into successful operation; and on their

motion the further consideration of it was again postponed for another

year.

At last, at Tuscaloosa, in l''7-<. the time came for decisive action.

Two whole days were devoted to the discussion of the new constitution.

The several sections composing it were separately discussed and sepa-

rately v'oted upon; and after a few unimportant amendments, the whole

instrument was adojited as the fundamental law of the association, and

by a majority of more than two-thirds of the members present. The
leading provisions of this new constitution are as follows:

(1) The officers of the association are; one president, two vice-presi-

dents, one secretary, one tnuisimu’, and ten cens<u‘s. None of thesi' posi-

tions are sinecures; eveiy oiu' of them luis a considurabh' amount of work
and responsiliility to it; and every one of them involves a considc'rable
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expenditure of both time and money. Every ofiicer ife expected to pay
all the expense.s of his oftice out of his own iudi’. idual ])ocket, with the

exception of two, the secretary and the tyeasurer, who have small

salaries.

(2) The president is the active head of the organization. His powers
are larye and his duties exacting. He must look aftor all the interests

of the association: must see that ail tlie eounly societies are coming up

to the full measure of their oliligatiotis; and that ail of his subordinates

are active and efficient in the discharge of their respecth’e duties. He
must appoint annually a body of regular reporters to I'ead essays on pre-

scribed subjects at the annual se.ssions. He must rill temporarily all

vacancies that occur in the roll of officers between the sessions of the

association. He ])re'sents to the as.sociation an annual message devoted

entirely to business issues and giving a circumstantial account of his

administration. In a word, he is the commanding general of the associa'

tion.

(3) The tAVO A'ice-presidents are elected for terms of tAvo years each,

one every year. The state is diA’ided betAveen them, one haAung charge

of the northern diAusion, and one of the southern diAusion. They haA'e

immediate charge of the county societies; must see that these societies

are kept ipi to a reasonable degree of efticiency; and must make monthly
reports of the details of their Avork to the president. They are the lieu-

teaiant-generals commanding in the field.

(4) One of the most distinctiA'e features of the organization is the

board of censors. This board is composed of ten counselors: the term

of serA'ice for each one is five years, and tAvo are elected at each annual

session to fill Auicancies occasioned by expiration of terms. Temporary
Amcancies are tilled by appointment of the- president, AAiiieh app.ointmeuts

hold until the next annual session. Avhen these Auicancies, also, are filled

by A'(de of the association. Tltis board is the general executive commit-

tee of the as.sociation. All business of Avhatever character, Avhich is pre-

sented to the association, is referred to them Avithout debate ami Avitliout

motion, to be by them reported back to the association Avith their recom-

mendations and the rea.son therefor, after Avhich said business is rliscussed

and A’oted upon by tin* association. It is a remarkalilc fact tlmt frenn its

organiz.ition up to this time—S(mie tAvemty years—no recommendation of

the board of censors lias ever been oA'erndt'd by the as.sociation. To this

board, also, is referrfvl the annual message of the piA'sident. the annual

reports of the A’ice-pre.'-idents. the anniud reports of the secretary, and

of the ti'easurcr and tlu> ])ublishing comniittet's, and all rt'ports of special

committi'es. During tin; intc‘rv;ds b('tAveen the st'ssions they attend to

all the business of the association, Avhich is, in such matters, bound by

their action.

(a) Anotlu'r v<'ry distinctive, feature of thi' association is the college of

counselors, whicli is limited to lei membi'rs <m tlu' active roll. The
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position of counsolor is intended to be ])ennanent, but it may be vacated

l)y death, by resignation, by removal from the state, by losing member-
ship in county society. Ijy impeachment, and by failure to pay dues or to

attend meetings of the association. The great burthen of the work and
(expense of the association rests on the sluudders of the counselors. All

the officers of the associati(m are selected from their ranks. They are

the old guard, the Spartan band, the Roman legion of the association.

After twenty years of consecutive service they are transferred to the

life roll, retaining all the privileges of the counselorship. but relieved

of all its compulsory obligations.

(6) The association is composed of the affiliated county societies of the

state, each of which holds a charter from the association prescribing

their duties and their privileges. The county societies are oragnized on

the same plan as the state association, so far as circumstances admit o*f

it. Every county society is the board of health of its county; is entitled

to send two delegates to all the sessions of the association ; and its mem-
bers are ipso facto members of the association. Every county society,

also, has a board of censors composed of live members, each one elected

for five years, one every year, which is the general business committee
of the societ}", the committee of public health of the county, and the

county board of medical examiners.

(
7) At every annual session of the association there is a formal re-

vision of the four rolls—the roll of the county societies, the roll of the

counselors, the roll of the correspondents, and the roll of 'the officers. If

any county society is found delincpient in dues, delegates and reports, it

is referred to the board of censors for investigation. If any counselor is

delinquent, in either dues or attendance, his name is dropped from the

roll by simple order of the iiresident. The officers are elected by ballot

and without nomination.

(8) The most remarkable characteristic of this remarkable association

is that its constitution, regulations, and its enacted ordinances, are vigor-

ously enforced—are enforced certainly, i)romptly, inexorably, and witliout

either fear or favor.

THE MEDICAL LAW OF 1877.

The medical law of Alabama, which is now in force, was rendered ])OS-

sible of administration by the peculiar organization of the medical

association of the state. This organization has been sufficiently described

in a previous section of this historical sketch. It was accomplished in

l-^7d, and the next step was to endeavor to securt' such legislative action

as would enable its })rovi.sion.s to be enforced under the sanction and
authority of the state.

To this end the draft of an act to regulate the practice of medicine in

Alabama was submitted for the consideration of the association at the

annual session of 1>'7I, in Ihe city of Selma. The propitst'd ac-t was
approved by the unanimous vote of the association, and the board of
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censors "vvas charired with the duty of presenting it to the legislature of

the state. This was done at the legislative session of 1870-7. Active

opposition to the measure was organized in the house of representatives,

but, after some modifications and an active canvass, the bill jiassed both

houses of the general assembly, and received the approval of the gov-

ernor on the 12tli of February, 1877. The leading features of the law are

as follows:

(1.) That the board of censors of the medical association of the state

of Alabama, and the board.i of censors of the county medical societies

holding chart(U's from the state association, are constituted authorized
boards of medical examiners.

(2.) That the standard of qualihcaiions and the rules for the govern-
ment of the authorized board.s of medical examiners are such as may be
from time to time iirescribed by the medical association of the state.

(3.) That all iiersons legally engaged in the practice of medicine in

the state at the time of the passage of the law, are continued in the enjoj^-

ment of that right under certain regulations.

(4.) That no one shall be allowed, under tines and ]ienalties. to begin
the practice of medicine in Alabama until he has passed a satisfactory
examination before some one of the authorized boards of medical exam-
iners, and had registered the certiticate thereof in the office of the probate
judge of the county in which he proposes to practice.

The rules for the government of the examining boards at present in

force may be briefly summarized as follows;

(1.) All examinations must be in writing, and must comprise ten
different branches, namely: chemistry, anatomy, physiology, natural
history and diagnosis of diseases, physical diagnosis, principles and
practice of surgery, mechanism of labor, obstetric operations, hygiene,
medical jurisprudence. Materia medica. therapeutics, and the practice
of medicine are intentionally omitted from this schedule.

(2.) The examinations are conducted by a ])aid supervisor, who can-
not be a member of the board, in such way as to make consultation of
books or persons impossible. The questions are prepared and the
answers valued by the members of the examining board. Each answer
is separately valued. The values range from one hundred, which indi-

cates a perfect answer, down to zero, according to the judgment of the
examiner: and tor a succe.ssful result the final average of the values of
the answers must reach seventy-tive. The time consumed in an exami-
nation is usually from four to six days.

(3) Every written examintion made by tlie county boards is sent up to

the state l)oard, is revi(‘wed by them, and their opinion of it is trans-
mitted in annual rej)orts to the state association. Neither the state board
nor the state asso<uation can reverse the decision of a county board; imt
if the association is not satisfied with the way a county board does its

work, a re])rimand or censure will secure better work in future.

(4) Ex:imin:itions are accoi'ded only to r('gular graduates of reputa1)lG

medical colleges: and all t'xamination juijiers aie bouiid and kepi on tile

so that tliey can bo produced, if needed for testimony, in the courts or
for other purposes.

(5) If any applicant bi'-lieves that he lias not been fairly treated by
any' county' boai'd, he can at anv time at)]>eal to thc> state' board', Avhich
gives him a new examination. If any ap[)licant is rt'jected liy any county'



:

, ,«j, i i2-.( •"' ) -i V
f:. -I U.

«-««<* -“U
rIliJI .. I .

. ^
.

, , tiilt tl

,/,•>/ 1
ji, rtf' •'wi ''J

rIto<'- I
><*.;• jiif

v-^A '»' i"

' jvkI f>( I
'1

i<(

C vt I

. i,H 'it J i- ' '

1l

. >

i'»’. t;vi "•? ‘ •

,i(/n -'i‘< li 'Ji

•• <.' r it ! i

'ni''’. 1' k-'i,< 'i"

ii', i' 'f

,1 i M. . , I •)

1"

hU (T '
,

'll fi

If

.jroci ofH nr ^ *\di of no?jMo<|qo^

yiay-mi. > •tt'K’i'ivTr
tmn« .>

. .,1 yrfT
nu -ro|n% ,

:

'

^ BM :.'i

;.r« w <l..«..i -.«:> hm •»

, ,K>I .'IB .(|..ilr.i .-V, -'BI* '111 l|t.'i|» lSI-.IH:rf-»

jn(« ^

, .-.. t:v,i'<A-r.o Mi )".•< '*w«

»

.A,. ’vtno

U-. Ut.t -J/Ift ,1- >»4hi Mi fJjit^.»rto iMJ m'l ‘
•/'{

. , / [_Au;.. A Jt.i,;'. , wl!V, .ifiii !'"! mt'Kft n'’W.An(!lTKX!>

i|)‘ -'/iT'l

f
- iMTffe»(S

.»ft.
. .„r* /.': 'hm‘jtu

,

, *;mq Oi y^Tril^' IN -nJ In

•.»< .,t

M >.

'

' I
^ ijm) '.r-ii

b=iii:'-M l‘^''

Lrti',
•- !,N HI) I

,<..‘! •'.
.' ( l(

'< !

I'A 1 .|> '•
:

’

j’nt/.niiY-'i (n '»’iH 'W^ s'^hrf “sriT

f.-rn'.i vinnTnui rfnmtxii

! l.^nuLi'uih aia«»tv.« • *>«»• i?W**

’- - I- ‘i' ’

r!»

-

\jjr

I /.

-ill

.tl

I 'll''.' .
ff I

: t. (' Ml;---*'

MiDi ; 1

!•,
’ '•

, Cl

|.
1

'
I

i(.

.1

.if’f'Sr 'OJ.' > i,t vri lift' ! i_
- •• y, .

.•.iri,.nl-ir-. 0‘iM -vni' lo

n li a 'ru’H ib'.iU uf fvkVfi.l '.((.f tn

'., .!•
». ,f4.‘MoMna Rn..^T'vy -in ^irx>ef

.‘jJmc.uS -icj m--..{ Nf{T

''I

- .' I f I ' ^. ' ' t ' I

.ri

H

I i.t

, I
'.;i

. .1.

;.,i •'..Mf-si.cMt! ...'ty.'i: rt;, frvmh ,^-fAfttt-;

ivi^T' '.n'i} 'ifT .yyri 7Jn-*VH<- muoi Kiav/fta«

»vMnl

)rl,<. ,N iiSw.ri (inihNO’ffr^^* •T-’l*’’''/'' n')

.'ui;» fynp' .mv»f* V,..-
Jei

^

/’ .rwv,f4:i^».-s«« '>r.r nt ?.-io4fyi hwmu m
vil! ^ft't'>r»«< :fiNt.^/TrMyA>3!U

suit rUV .'/ *••1,.
«

/'f!ji:iX''‘M I fix -fO ^’ti»'Uf<fl<f*X ^

iJ 7, M'
:•'••)

ii ,’i’'(i''i 'I 'll fynp'

.»i(f I .
: I,

•»til JJi

‘lei

><!'

ftiJi(‘i'-*

Y»«i yjil-j X r \i

IV '/ ''''iD'itl -'!lllX''‘M ff'»
I ,fi '.('fo 7 ''I;)l)‘ll

! i. 'i(|.:i’if

lA* rf 1
* *VAJ * ‘ ^ *

J,

• ^ •

hmlv' •I.U.4IU .:i-.ift f i'll jt:-'«p:i.if .N«uf» •(«m,.»,is
J <X

J’ ...:: „* u .u MTU, .1 U .iwijliMirffhJW « rawl
ii?

Vjui'iiV 4('N) i<1
n iSe.'^C'CJ *i|l, I.UCcV.Vln ,‘^im

" „ ',
. - n

< iO

I w- l

* ..

. M

I

'

"" i '^|||h j.-
^

He ‘4 X-;
i4. *1



THE MEDICAL PROFESSIO^' 127

board, he cannot have anoth.er examinatnjn by the same or by any other
county board until after the lapse of twelve months.

Eclectics and homeopaths must pass the same exajrdnations as reg-

ulars. Our law, indeed, does not recognize sectarian ditferences amongst
doctors; that is to say. the state knov.'s nothing a,bout regulars, eclectics,

or homeopaths, but juits them all on tlie same legal footing and requires

the same standard of qualifications for all. All legal doctors, of what-
ever name or school, have the full legal righl to membership in our
medical societies, and all are eligible to be members of the examining
boards. All legal doctors, also, are freely admitted to consultations, and
to all other professional privileges.

The strong point in this system, that which secures and guarantees its

efficiency, is the supervision of the state mmdical association. Any one,

not familiar with our work, would vei’y naturally suppose that its wdak
point would be found in the large numbei* of our county boards. But
our county boards give us strength otlier ways, and in practice we find

it easy to hold them up to quite a sufficiently high standard. At the

worst, they can not fall below the standard of the medical colleges. As
a matter of fact, the rejections average about twenty per centum of the

examinations.

It may be freely granted that, if thoroughness of examination was the

only thing to be considered, this could be better accomplished through a

single state board. But thoroughness of examination is not the only

thing we have to consider. Indeed, strange as it may seem, it is not

even the principal thing we have to consider. Our great aim is the

organization and discipline of the medical profession throughout the

tate: and the most potent of all the factors we are able to invoke in the

accomplishment of this object grows out of the fact that the county med-

ical societies, through their board of censors, have been made the agents

of the state for the administration of the law to regulate the practice of

medicine.

It will be seen at a glance, that by this law and for the fir.st time in

the history of American legislation, the organized medical profession of

the stale is invested with the power to fix the terms of admission into

its own ranks, and to pi-escribe the c haracter and amount of tlie qualifi-

tion which shall entitle any one to practice medicine in the state. /

THE HEALTH SYSTEM OP ALABAMA.

Before the war health legislation in Alabama was confined to the en-

actment of a few general provisions, authorizing municipal and county

authorities to establish and maintain (piarantines against infectious epi-

demic diseases, and especially against yellow fever. But even quarantine

had fallen greatly into disuse: and this for two reasons: (1) Because

from 185(1 up to ISOO it was very much the fashion amongst southern

physicians to teach that in the southern state's yellow fever was always
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of indiirenous oriirin, and therefore not capable of exclusion by Cjuaran-

tine barriers. Tlie existence of this opinion was largely due to the inllu-

ence of two remarkable books, namely; the great work of LaKoche on
yellow fever, and the report of Barton on the great yellow fever epidemic

of 18a3. (2) Because our ante belluni quarantines were conducted in

such loose and Imngling fashion, and with such abundant want of expert

knowledge, that they afforded in practice very little protection to the

peoi>le whose fears led to their estaljlishment. But during the war the

blockade of southern ports served incidentally the purpose of an almost

im])assable quarantine—a quarantine of alniost complete non-intercourse;

and the result was, that during the war we had no invasion of yellow

fever.

The first step toward the better supervision in Alabama was the

establishment in tlie city of IMobile, by a city ordinance, of a city board

of health with executive powers. By the terms of this ordinance the

municipal authorities invested the board of health with all the powers
usually conferred upon such boards in older and more populous commu-
nities. such as the authority to inspect yards, houses, streets, markets,

etc., and to cause the removal or sup])ression of all nuisance deemed
detrimental to hea,lth; also to require reports of births, deaths, and cases

of infectious diseases; and also the management of quarantine by land

and by sea. The peculiarity of this board was that it was elected bj’ the

Mobile Medical society*, was composed exclusively of medical men. and

had the power to elect all the health officials needed for the carrying out

of the provisions of the ordinance—such as city health otficer, quarantine

physician, physician to tlie pest house, sanitary inspectors, etc. The
necessary appropriations were made from time to time by the municipal

government. This MoViile ordinance was taken as the model in the organ-

ization of the health system of the state.

HISTORICAL SKETCH.

Massachusetts was the first state in the union to create a state board

of health, said board being composed of seven members—some of them
physicians, some lawyers, some merchants, etc., and all of them
appointed by the governor of the state. This system was established by

an act of the lenislatnre in loi>7. since which time it has undergone

various modifications, not necessary to be mentioned here. By an older

law, which was continued in force, the municipal and town authorities,

composed almost e.xclusively of non-medical men, were charged with the

supervision of the Inuilth of their resjiective communities. In 1^70 this

IMassachusetts system was adojited by the state of California, Avhich was
thus the second state in tlie union to create a state board of liealth.

Since then it has been substantially ado]ited by quite a number of the

states. Indeed, in all the states, except Alabama, in which state boards

of health have Vieen establislied. some tliirty-eiglit at tlie time "of this

writing, the IMassachusetts law has been talien as the model.
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At the annual session of the American iMedical association, which was
held in San Francisco in 1>'71, a committee was ajipointed. composed of

one member for each of the states, which was charged witli the duty of

urging upon the legislatures of the several states the imitortance to the

public welfare, of the establishment in all the states of state boards of

health. This committee in due time prepared a memorial addressed to

the several state legislatures, urging u])on them the adoption of the

Massachusetts i)lan: and this memorial was presented to the general

assembly of Alabama in the winter of the same year by the distinguished

Alabama member of the committee. Dr. J. S. -Weatherly, wlio pressed its

claims with great energy and with the countenance and support of many
of our leading physicians. In the meantime, however, some members of

the state medical association had already thought out for themselves a

different, ^^nd, as they believed, a much better system, the system,

namely, which was subsequently adopted in this state: and these threw

their influence into the scale against the Massachusetts plan, and thereby

secured its defeat.

At the session of the association 'which was held in Huntsville in 1872,

both of these rival plans of state health supervision—the old Massachusetts

plan and the new Alabama plan—were brought up by their respective

advocates for consideration. The discussion was conducted with much
earnestness on both sides and resulted in the emphatic endorsement by
the association of the new plan. At the annual session of the association

in Selma, in 1874, this scheme was again jiresented for discussion, this

time in the shape of a formal bill, including all the details which it was
thought expedient to lay before the general assembly, for legal enact-

ment. This bill was unanimously aiiproved by the association, and was
enacted into a law by the general assembly in January, l''7'i.

The distinctive features of tliis Alabama system are as follows:

(1.) That in it the state medical association, as organized under its

constitution of l!s73, is made the state board of health, with a general
supervision of tlio county boards of lioalth.

(2.) That the functions of county ami municipal i^oards of health are
invested in the county medical societies ln)lding charters from the state

association, thus virtually engaging all the doctors of the state in the
sanitary service (jf the people and in the administration of tlie health laws
of the state.

(3.) That the extent and character of the sanitary work, to be done
in any county, city, or town, is made a matter of negotiation and agree-
ment between the county and municipal authorities, on the one hand, and
the board of health on the other hand.

(4.) That in all these agreeimmts the full control of all appropri:i-

lions for sanitary purpos('s is reserved to the county or municipal
authorities; wlule the selection of all the a.mmts to be employed in sani-

tary work, such as county and city health ofticers. (piarantine physicians,
sanitary police, etc., is i’eserv('d to the l^oards of health. This arrange-
ment, in effect, makes the county and numicip:il a:itliorities component

y*
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factors of the boards of health, 4vhile it places the appointment of the
health officials, and the administration of the healtli laws, entirely beyond
the reach of political influences. *

The large grant of powers given to the state board of health by the

legislation of 1875 was all that the most exacting sanitarian could have
desired; but the board was able actually to accomplish very little fox-

want of funds. This difficulty vvas ocex’couxe. to a large extent, by a

supx)lementary act, which was ix.nssed in 1779, making an annual

appropriation of tliree thousand dollars for the uses of the state board of

health and to carry into execution the health laws of the state.

Another great stejx in the evolution of our xxublic health system was
taken in 1881, when the general assembly passed an elaborate act defining

the duties of the state board of health, and the duties of the county

boards of health, and x^roviding for the collection aixd i*egistration of the

vital and mortuary statistics of the state; that is to say, of births and
deaths and infections diseases in the several counties of the s+ate. This
law xn’ovides for the election in each comity by the county board of health

of a county health officer to serve as the active and resx^onsible agent of

the board in this woi’k, and that said health officer shall be x^^i^tl by the

county commissioners.

In 1887 an act was x^ft-ssed by the gteneral assembly to regulate the

practice of ciuarantine in Alabama—said act xtiacing the administration of

all state cxuarantines in the hands of the state board of health, and axt-

propi’iating annually, to defray the exxteixses thus incixrred, the sum of

§5,000.

Also, in this same year, 1887, a law was x^assed for the x^i’otection of

the ti-aveling x'^'^^blic against accidents caused by color blindness and
defective vision of which the administration was also eixxrusted to the

state board of health. The ax-xx^ointment of the examiners under this law
was in the hands of the governor. The result was that the examiixers were
not always coxxixxetent men: that the law did not fu-ove satisfactory; and
that at a recent session of the general assembly. 1802, it was rexxealed.

It is xxrobable that another law of similar character will be plac-

ing these examinations under the control of the railroad officials.

COMMEXTARV.

From this brief histoi'ical outline of the evolution of our system of

health laws it is easy to see that our scheme of health suxxervision in

Alabama is theoretically almost of ideal excellence. In x^ractice it will

groAV more and moi-e efficient and admiral)le as the Avealth and x'OX'ulation

of the state increases—that is to say. as the Auirious communities of the

state are able to make more liberal exxienditures for the imx)i’OA'ement of

sanitary conditions.

The most imxxortant and the most difficult xxai't of the systenn so far as

it is at XR'cRSiuxt in 0|>eration, is that Avhich rtdates to tlu'- cnlleetiou of

\dtal and mortuary statistics. As to the A'alue of such statistics all
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sunitarians and statesmen are agreed. The problem savin" most trouble

is how to accomplish their collection, in sparsely settled counties, in

such way that the accruing advantayes may not be bought at too high a

price—at too large an expenditure of time and money. In cities, where
there are large numbeis of people gathered together within narrow limits

of space, and where wealth is abundant, with efticient local laws, active

health boards, and salaried health officers, the corresponding problem is

easy of solution; but in sparsely settled country neighborhoods, wdiere

these agencies are available only to a slight extent or not at all. the diffi-

culties that stand in the way of success are very great. The plan adopted

in Alabama seeks to obtain the desired information through the agency

of the medical profession, and especially of .the medical profession as

organized in the state association and the affiliated county societies.

Some one or more of the members of these organizations can be found in'

almost every neighborhood, and the facts wanted are such as naturally

come to their knowledge, and of Avhich they alone can be competent judges.

Public policy and professional advantage both require that the profession

generally shall engage in this work without pecuniary compensation.

Accordingly, it has been found necessary, outside of the cities, to pay
salaries only to a single health officer in each county, and these salaries

are so moderate in amount that they are not felt to be burthensome to the

taxpayers. The success so far achieA’ed has been such as to demonstrate

the efficiency of ihe system. Already in most of the cities, and in many
of the counties outside of the cities, the results liaA’e been entirely satis-

factory; and they have been satisfactory in a sufficient number of sparsely

settled counties outside of the cities to show that success is possible of

achievement throughout the state.

PHARMACY LAWS.

The earliest huv in Alabama for the regulation of the sale of drugs
and medicines is to be found in the code of 1S.')2. There is doubtless an
antecedent act of the general assembly. Vjut the writer of this sketch has

not been able to find it. The code of lse2 provides that no one shall be

alloAved to sell drugs and medicines, or to engage in the business of a

drutrgist. Avithout Iniving first oblainetl a license from some board of

medical examiners authorized by the hiAvs of the state, under a penalty of

not less than and all contracts for the sale of drugs to be A’oid. In

the code of l>^t37 it is further jiroA'ided that license to deal in drugs may
be issued by the IMedical college of Alabama. There aauis no further

change in the Iuav until Avi.en the existing law to ri'gulate the prac-

tice of pharmacy Avas enact<‘d by the gemu’al assembly, at the instance of

the Alabama Pharmaceutical association. Under the terms of this neAV

laAV all persons except registered pliarmacists are prohibitc'd. undcu’ pen-

alty of not less tlian tAventy nor more than sfOO for each and CA’cry of-

fense, from conducting any pharmacy, drug store, apothecary sliop. or
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store, located in any village, town, or city of the state of more than l.Ood

inhabitants, or within two miles of any such village, town, or city, for

the purpose of retailing., compounding, or dispensing medicines or poisons

for medical use. This law ci'eated a state board of pharmacy, composed
of three members appointed by the governor, to examine, in such man-

ner as the said board may determine, all persons who sliall desire to conduct

the business of selling at retail, compounding, or dispensing drugs, medi-

cines, or chemicals for medicinal use, or compounding or dispensing

physicians' prescriptions. Druggists engaged in business before the pass-

age of tlie law may register without examination; and all persons

authorized to practice medicine in the state may at any time register

as pharmacists without examination. The fee for registration with-

out examination is The fee for examination and for registration by
the board is S3. The graduates of such pharmaceutical colleges as

require four years’ practical experience as a pre-requisite for gradua-

tion are registered without examination. Poisonous drugs, except on
physicians’ prescriptions, are to be sold only after due inquiry, and must
be labeled with the name of the drug and the word “poison." Itinera^it

drug vendors must pay a license of slOO; but this act does not apply to

the saJe of proprietary medicines.

In 1889 this law was amended so as to apply to towns or cities of 900

population ; and so as do aiiply also to the sale of patent and proprietary

medicines. In the meantime, the old law, which places the power of

granting licenses to sell drugs in the hands of the authorized boards of

medical examiners, remained in force as regards all country neighbor-

hoods and villages of less than 900 population—the rules governing the

issue of such licenses to be such as may be made from time to time by
the State Medical association.

THE ALABAMA PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION.

The Alabama Pharmaceutical association was organized in 1831. Its

membership now numbers 199. The whole number of registered pharma-
cists in the state is 599. Of these, 513 wore registered without examina-

tion, and eighty-six after examination. The meetings of the Pharmaceu-
tical association, with times. ] daces, and presidents, have been as follows:

1881, iSIobile, P. C. Candidus: 1'^''2. Mobile. P. C. Candidas ; l^-'^3. iSIobile,

P. C. Candidas; issj.. Mobile, P. C. Candidus; l."^>5, Birmingham. P. C.

Candidus: ISsG, Birmingham. A. L. Stollenwerck; l'^87. Opelika, A. L.

Stollenwerck; 1!^8S. Opelika. J. B. Collier; 1889. Birmingliam. J. B.

Collier; 1890. ^Mobile. G. "W. Bains: 1^91. Huntsville, AV. P. Punch; 1892.

Mobile, J. D. Humphrey; 1893, Blount Siu'ings, Mosely P. Tucker.

THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY.

The first law in Alabama for the regulation of the lu'acticeof dentistry

was passed in 1841. It ])rovided that no ])crson should practice dentistry
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without having first obtained a license from some board of medical ex-

aminers authorized i)v tlie law of the state, which iior.rds. for this pur-

pose, were rerpiired when practicable to add to thei’’ membership a

practical dentist. The penalty for practicing dentistry in violation of the

law was fifty dollars for each offense, half to go to the ]<rosecutor and
half to the county. The fee for examincAion was five dollars. This law
remained on the statute books of the state for jnore than forty years;

but it is believed that no effort was ever made to enforce it. A few
dentists, perhaps, obtained licenses under it, but for the most part it

was entirely disregarded.

In 1881 a board of dental examiners was constituted by act of the

general assembly, said board to be elected by the Alabama Dental asso-

ciation, and to be composed of five members. Licenses were granted^

without examination and without fee to all dentists legally engaged in

practice prior to the jmssage of the law; after which licenses were to be
granted to all applicants standing satisfactory examination. The fee for

examination was 85. ; and the penalty for illegal practice not less

than 850, nor more than 8300; but there was no penalty for the simple

extraction of teeth. In 1887 an amendatory act ^vas passed making some
minor changes in the details relating to the appointment of the members
of the board, but which need not be mentioned here.

THE ALABAMA STATE DENTAL ASSOCIATION.

'^his association was organized in 1869. Its sessions have been held at

the following times and places, with the folio-wing presidents: 1869. Mont-
gomery, Dr. J. C. McAuley; 1870. Selma, Dr. J. C. McAuley: 1871, Mobile,

Dr. Samuel Rambo; 1872, Montgomery, Dr. .1. W. Keyes: 1873, INIontgom-

ery, Dr. William Deason. The meeting for the year 1874 was to have
been held in Mobile, under the presidency of Dr. Wheeler, but for some
reason the meeting did not take place, and there -were no more meetings
until 1880, when the association met in ^Montgomery and was reorganized

with Dr. Dunlap as president. l''^l. Selma. Dr. Dunlap; l''^2, IMontgom-

ery. Dr. J. M. Rousseau; 1883, fvlontgomery. Dr. J. C. Johnson: 1884,

Birmingham, Dr. E. S. Chisholm; 1885. IMontgomery, Dr. E. Wagner,
1886, Montgomery, Dr. John C. Willcorson: 1^''7.' Tuscaloosa, Dr. R. U.

Duboise; 1888, Selma, Dr. T. P. Whitley: 1^8‘j, Mobile. Dr. A. Eubanks;
1890. Birmingham, Dr. J. C. Wilkerson; 1891. Anniston. Dr. R. C. Young;
1892, Montgomery, Dr. George Eubanks: 1893, Birmingham, Dr. C. L.

Boyd.

MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN ALAB.VMA.

The first charter for a medical school in Alabama was issued in 1845.

and was for the creation of the medical univesity at Wetumpka. It con-

tained the usual pi'ovisions for a board of trustees, who were authoriztal

to elect a medical faculty, which was to teach the various brauclucs of

medicine; and to grant di[)loinas carrying with them all the privileges
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attached to the diplomas of the most reputable medical colleges in the

United States. This charter was ameiuh'd, in 1>46, so as to authorize tlu‘

board of trustees to locate the projected institution at any other place in

the state, if a better place could be found, than lYetumpka. Nothing
further seems to have resulted from this movement.

In 1849 the general assembly granted a charter for the organization

of the medical college of the state of Alabama at IMontgomery. This

charter also contained the usual sti))ulations, and was to run for fifty

years, but it was never utilized. In 1873, when the charter had virtually

lapsed on account of the death of so many, of the trustees that a cptorum

could not be assembled, an amendment tvas obtained filling up the vacan-

cies in the board. But there is now no longer a quorum of the board of

trustees living, so that this corporation has ceased to exist.

In 1852, the Grmfenburg Medical institute was chartered for' ten

years, with all the usual privileges, and authorized to hold property to

the amount of ^25,000. In 1856 this charter was a'mended so as to run

for twenty years from the original date. The leader in this enterprise

was Dr. Sheppard of Dadeville, in Tallapoosa county, near which place

in the piney woods the college buildings were erected. Dr. Sheppard
was a man of unusual energy and accpiirements; and with no more clinics

than were alforded by a country practice, and, with a supply of anatomical

material necessarily scanty, he managed to run a live medical college in

the backwoods for some eight years, up to 186i). The school was entirely

regular, and its diitlomas are fully recognized by the medical boards of

the state. The first diplomas were issued in 1856. During the war, Dr.

Sheppard died, and the college buildings were burned down. No attempts

has been made to rebuild the institution, and the charter has long since

lapsed. Ylore than twenty of the graduates of this school are still prac-

ticing medicine in Alabama.
In 1854 there was chartered the Hydropathic institute, which was to be

established at Rockford in Coos?a county, and of which the diplomas where-

to authorize the holders of them to practice the hydropathic art of heal-

ing. This scheme prompth' miscarried.

In 1856, the general assembly granted a charter, with all the usual

privilege.s. for the establi.shmeut of the Alabama IMedical college at

Mobile. The act was vetoed by the governor. John A. "VVinston, but was
passed over the veto by the constitutional majority. But the institution

thus chartered was never organized.

In 1859, the charter was issued by the general assembly of the IMed-

ical college of Alabama, which was to be ('reeled in Jlobile. By the

terms of the act, this institution was to be recognized as the medical

department of the university of Alabama, and in case the college build-

ings shouldevercea.se to lie used as a medical college they are to become
the pro]>erty of the university. At the same time the Medical college

has a separate b(xu'd of trustees which are self-perpetuating, and the
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trustees of tlie university have over it no power of control; and it is

never to receive any of the funds of the university for its support. The
state apiiropriated SaO.UOth toward the erection of the colleye buildings

and the purchase of the necessary outfit. In return for this appropria-

tion the college is to receive annually without charge for lectures one

indigent medical student from every county in the state, now sixty-six in

number. The trustees are to have ]'>er])etual succession, and the prop-

erty held by the corporation is not to exceed si(HJ,UOU in value. The
first faculty of the college was composed as follows : .Josiah C. Xott, i\I. D.

,

professor of surgery: William Henry Anderson. M. D.. dean and pro-

fessor of physiology; George A. Ketchum. Al. D., professor of theory

and practice of medicine; Frank A. Ross. IM. D., professor of materia

medica and therapeutics and clinical medicine; J. W. Mallett, Ph. D.,

professor of cheiuistry; F. E. Gordon, D., })rofessor of obstetrics and
diseases of women and children; .1. F. Heiistis, !M. D.. professor of anat-

omy; Goronwy Owen, IM. D
,
and A. P. Hall, M. D., demonstrators of

anatomy.

The first session was in 1859-60. It was taught in rented rooms, the

college buildings not being rented for occupancy. The number of matric-

ulates was 111. In the second session. 1860-61, the number of matricu-

lates was 120. In 1861, the war broke out and the sessions of the college

were suspended until 1868. since which time, with many changes in the

faculty of teachers, the sessions have gone on without interruption, and

with gradually increasing classes. The college building at the time of

its -erection was the most commodious and elegant structure devoted to

medical teaching in the south: and the museums of anatomy and materia

medica are very complete and valuable. After 1893, the college will

require three annual courses of lectures as a pre-requisite for graduation.

THE ALABAMA INSANE HOSPITAL.

According to the statement made by Dr. A. G. iSIabry in his address

at ATobile in 1869. as president of the state medical association. Dr.

Drewry Fair, who was Dr. Alabry’s partner, suggestr'd in the summer of

1847, that Alabama sliould have a hospital for the insane portion of its

population. On the 23d of June of that year, the Selma Aledical society

instructed its secretary (Dr. Alaiiry) to make inquiry as to the fitness of

the old capitol at Tuscaloosa for a lunatic asylum, and the probable

amount it would cost to fit it up for such use. In the following Decem-

ber this society appointed Dr. Fair t(j repaij- to Alontgomery, to urge

upon the legislature the propriety of carrying the plan suggested into

o])eration. In the meantiim', in order to add strength to tlie movement,

a convention of the pluasicians of the state was called to meet in Alobile.

This convention resolved itself into the State Medical association, and

this body took the eutert)rise in liand. Wliat sti'ps Avere taken in tliis

matter during the next two yeius is not statt'd in :my record acct'ssilile
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to this writer; but in is.'b. a innv committee 'vas iinpoiuted to memo-
rialize the le<j;islaturc at its next session, and also to jro to Montgomery
to assist ^liss Dix. whose services had been enlist(^d In the same cause.

This committee was compo.sed of Drs. Lopez, S. Holt, W. H. Ander-

son, H. V. Wooten, W. O. Baldwin, and Wi'Iiam Bolling. In 1858, Dr.

Lopez rejmrted to the association that the bill to establish a state hos-

pital for the insane had became a law; that he had been appointed by the

governor a commissioner to visit tlie various iiiSttne institulioiis of the

United States for the purpose of obtaining information and pre-|iaring a

plan; that this commission had been duly executed and the jilan pro-

posed by him adopted. The suggestion to make u.se of the old state

house was abandoned, and the linear Kirkbride idan whch had been

approved by the association of superintendents of insane hosjiitals was
chosen for the projected building.

Miss Uix contributed very largely toward securing the favorable ac-

tion of the legislature. On the loth of November she submitted to the

legislature an elaborate memorial soliciting a state hospital for the

insane, of which 2.000 cojiies were printed. But it was not until Febru-

ary, 1852, that the law establishing the institution was at last enacted.

The institution was not opened for the reception of patients until July,

1861, nearly ten years afterward.. It consisted at that time of a largo

center building, four stories high, vrith wings on each side three stories

high, and with accommodations ' for about 3o0 patients. The cost was
8250,000.

.
The law of 1852 appropriated for the building fund 5 per cent, for

four years of the net revenues of the state. How much this percent-

age amounted to the writer is unable to state; but in 1860. an apitropria-

tion of 825.t)Oo was made to furnish the hospital, and in 1>;68. there was
an aiipropriation of 86.570 for extra work. In 1671, the state made an
appropriation of -bi’.t.uoo to the improvement fund. In 18'^0, an appro-

priation of 8100,000 was made, which was 'expended in the construction

of tAvo additional sections to the wings of the building, capable together

of accommodating some 8it0 additional patients. In 18'J1, a special appro-

priation of 812,500 was made for the purchase of Gra3mtone farm, which
is near the hospital. These various appropriations run up somewhere in

the neighborhood of 8lt"t000. But the institution has cost veiy much
more tnan this. A large amount of improvement has resulted from the

labor of the indigent patients themselves; and another large amount
from savings out of the regular income of the hos})ital. This income is

derived from the board of the pay patients, at from 825 and u])ward a

month, ami l),y the allowance 1)}' the state of at tirst 84 a week, afteiuvard

reduced to 82.25 for the support of each indigent patient. The cost of

this institution, however, does mh give an.v accurate conception of its

magnitude. P('rhaps noAvliere else in the histoi-y of public buildings in

this country’ has so much been accomplish('d witli so small an expenditure
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of money. This hospital was originally i)lamiecl for the accommodation
of 300 patients. It has accommodations now for about l.dtf'*. The whole
number of paid attendants in all the departments is now about 14c.

The main characteristics in the manag'ement of this hospital arc tiiree

:

First, The extreme economy with which it has been constructed and the

equally extreme economy with which it has been conducted. Secondly,

The extent to which the patients are euyaced in industrial occu])ations.

In regard to this the following is quoted from the last biennial report of

the hospital, recently issued:

The industrial system of the Alabama Insane hospital has for many
years been one of its most prominent and distinctive characteristics.
Almost all of the patients who are not sick, helpless or acutely insane,

are employed at least a portion of the time in useful labor, with a most
gratifying result in benetit to the individual patients as well as a material
saving in cost—amounting to some thousands of dollars annually—to t-lie

state, each insane person who engages in work being to that extent self-

supporting. The effect of systematic occupation upon the general disci-

pline of the house is most salutary, affording as it does a channel through
which the restlessness and nervous energy of many cases of chronic
excitement can be safely as well as profitably directed. This, together
with the fact that the patients are not crowded together on the wards
in idleness, but scattered through the various shops and work rooms, or
employed out of doors, accounts in no small measure for the unusual good
order which prevails, and the little need for restraint, seclusion or seda-
tives. It is shown by our records that some 75 per cent, of all classes
are constantly employed. The farm is cultivated almost entirely by the
patients; the greater portion of the clothing wornsi made by the female
patients; the work in the laundry, ironing room, dining rooms and other
domestic departments is in large jiart performed byt he patients; the art
shop employs some fifty men in mat 'making, wood work, and the manu-
facture of fancy articles, wall ornaments, etc. Patients find employment
in the dairy, kitchen, vegetable room, cow liouse. gas house, stables, and
brick yard; a large number are constantly employed in terracing or other
earth w’ork, and there is scacr -ly a wnrirk of any kind at the institution

not in part at least carried on by patients' labor.

Thirdly, The disuse of coercive measures, with regard to which we
also quote from the last report

:

The disuse of mechanical ajipliances for restraining excited, destruc-
tive or suicidal insane patients, and the gi'adual growth and development
of the so-calh‘d non iv.>traint system during the twelve years wliich
have passed since the introduction into our wards by Dr. Pryce of this

to us ujost rational method of treatment, has been attended by such
uniformly good results in diminishing excitement, noise, violence, and
discontent, as to admit, in the minds of all conversant with the facts, but
one o]hnion as to its exp(‘diency and immense advantage as a nn-asure of

hospital policy over e\'en tho nio.>t judicious use of mechanical restr;unt.

To speak of the adoption at any certain time of the system now’ followed
in the ti'eatment of tlie patients at tho Alabama Insane hospital is

scarcely correct, since our present practice is the result of gradual dtwel-
opment and evolution from ])ast experience, and is liable to still further
modification. It required s(>veral years of gradual but steady reduction
in the freqiumcy with which restraining apparatus was employed to
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denionstriite tlio fact that insane patients can be cai’od for as well and as
safely without tln.‘ crib beds and muffs and camisoles as with them; but
since the tinal disa])pearance of sucli appliances a dozen years ayo, no
reason for their return ‘has adduced itself. Following the abolition of

mechanical restraint, and as a direct result of its disa]jpearance. came a
diminished necessity for the development of seclusion and sedatives.

Seclusion is now resorted in ten-fold less deyroe tliat during the days
of "judicious restraint." The quantity of sedative medicine of all kinds
administered during the ])ast twelve months does not equal the tenth
part of that formeidy considered necessary. Our chloral bill is small.

Hypodermatic injections of hyoscin are few and far between. I find upon
incittiry that some eight months have elapsed since the last dose of hyoscin
wms administered by a member of the medical staff.

Good results from the use of sedatives are infrequent, and we conse-
quently make use of this class of remedies.

The chief argument of those who still favor the employment of
mechanical appliances for restraint is that excited, destructive and suididal

patients need control which, if restraining apparatus be hot used, must
be given by the hands of attendants, or by seclusion, or by the excessive
employment of sedatives. We are not prepared to dispute the claim that
an excited patient can. better than by any other means, perhaps, be con-
trolled by mechanical devices; the chaii's. straps, leather muffs, crib beds,
and straight jackets, as also the chains and leg irons of a hundred years
ago are admirably adapted to the control of \'iolence of any kind; six

stout attendants can render ineffectual the struggles of the most excited
man; seclusion contines the conflict to a somewhat smaller area besides
saving the attendants much ti’ouble; and the liberal use of chloral and
hyoscin will paralyze the activity of any mania case. We do. however,
dispute the claim that any patient is benefited by such "control." Our
experience seems to indicate as the source of nine-tenths of the disorder
and turbulence among the insane, the very means considered necessary
and provided for its sup[)ression—the more coercion, the more disorder.

Cases of acute mental disease we treat- in bed. as far as possible; after

the acute stage is passed, employment of some kind is provided; those
of known suicidal tendencies are not left alone, but are neither restrained
nor secluded. The i)ersonal liberty and wishes of the individual iiatients

are interfered with as little as possible.

A patient who is brought to us and finds that, however excited, he is

not assaulted and hold by his nurses, is not put in solitary confinement,
is not strapped to a chair nor trussed up heljiless in a straight jacket, is

not even drugged into insensibility, forgets to be violent in the surprise
at finding that no cause for violence is given him. He discovers that he
is neither a criminal nor an cjbjvet of t>us]iicion; and upon rec(jvery.

which ensues all the more ([uickly for the fact tlnit he is not V)een ac-

tively "treated" by the mtuisnres above mentioned. I'etains a very differ-

ent impression of the hospital and of those who cared for him during his

sickness, anti looks back upon this ])eriodwith less of horror and distress

than would have been possible had even The most kindly coei-ciou been
employed. ' Xon restraint" is ]iractieed at tht* Alabtiina Insane hos[)ital

for the most practical of all reasons— it is found by ex])erience to be
chea]ier, and less troublesome to all concerned. But our institution is not
a paradise ; we have much disorder at times. Our ]mtients. in common
wdth the rest of the human rtice, ha ve their ([uarrels, fitrhts and griey;mces;
they are not free from the vice of profauit\'; they display' the weakm.'ss.
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immoralities and g'eneral lack of inhihitive povver seen in other members
of the degenerate and eliminative classes of the woild at large; tliey

are, the lower edasses of them, careless and dliTv rlieir habits. Until
human nature changes, we will have these evils up'.m us; our endeavor
is not to increase them by either neglect or by ill-judged and awkward
attempts at repression.

POS'r SOP-IPTCM.

By the general assembly now in session the name of the hospital has

been changed to the Alabama Bryce Insane hos])ital. thus x;er})etuating the

name and fame of the eminent superintendent, Dr. Peter Bryce, who con-

triubted so much to the remarkable character of its develoi)ment. See

the biograxihical sketch in this volume. The xiresent sux»erintendent is

Dr. James T. Searcy, for several years a member of the board of trust-

ees. The great extent of this institution can be judged of by the fol-

lowing statement: The extreme length of the main building is 1,196

feet. There are four other buildings for tlie recexition of x^^ti^nts—two
lodges about flub feet long each, one large Iji ick building about 500 feet long,

and a building at the farm—all for the accommodation of colored x^atients.

The main building accommodates ai" x^^^’^sent (1893) 875 white patients.

The colored x^atients number 1190. In addition to the buildings mentioned
there are extensive stables, workshoxis, barns, laundries, bakery, gas

house, and many others.

MONTGOMERY SOCIAL MEDICAL CLUB.

• The Social Ivledical club of Montgomery deserves a brief mention in

this sketch. It consists of ten members, and was organized in 1872.

During the twenty years of its existence it has been an iinxiortant factor

in XM’omoting and maintaining that harmony and high ethical tone which
so remarkably cliaracterizes the medical x'*^'ofession of IMontgomery,

During the cooler half of the year it holds meetings every two weeks in

succession at the houses of the members. These meetings are xiRi'fcdy

social, all medical discussions being forbidden. At each meeting there

is a sux)X»er and much social conversation. The members attend in full

dress.

MEDICAL PERIODICALS.

So far as this writer has been able to learn, no medical x^criodical

was xmblislied in Alabama before the w;ir. In July, IS'^G, Dr. J. D. S.

Davis and Dr. W. E. B. Davis l)egan the xmblication of the Alabama
Medical and Surgical Journal, which was

'

continued for about sixteen

months. The Alabama iSIedical and Surgical Aga*. edited and ])ul)lished

by Dr. J. C. LeGrand of Anniston, made its tirst axix>e^i^">ncG in l"'s8,

and is a live, xu'ogressive, XR"R-dical southern medical journal. In its tirst

issue the editor made it a rex>resentative slate journal, and it is generally

so recognized. At tlie session of the state medical associaljon in

Mobile in 1>'''9 tlie president. Dr. M. C. Baldridge, in his annual message.
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called attention to this journal, and urged the doctors of the state to

support it. This journal has been in thorough accord ^vith every advanced

move made by the state medical association. The editor .shows commend-
able determination to make the journal continually more interesting and

profitable. Volume V., which begins with the number for December,

1892, shows indications of decided improvement.
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CHAPTER I X.

JUDICIAL HISTORY.*

BENCH AND BAR GENERAL HISTORY —• COUNTY COURTS — CIRCUIT COURT
— SUPREME COURT, ETC.

fcj HE commonly accepted ojoinion of lawjmrs is not ill-expressed

'^|«^^',in the old story that tells how the i:)odies of dead lawyers are

disposed of. From this story, it appears that lawyers are never

buried: there is no necessity for their burial. A dead lawyer,

!;^^^it is said, has only to be j^repared for interment and left alone in

room over night; in the morning there will be a powerful and
penetrating odor of brimstone in the apartment and the lawyer

will have disappeared. Peter the Great gave utterance to a like view of

the character of the profession, when, on being asked in England how
many lawyers there were in his kingdom, rejdied there were two, and

he intended to hang one of these as soon as he got back to Russia. The
laity still hold to opinions akin to these, but always with a sense like

that of the Chinaman concerning his Josh; he feels the object is ugly, but

knows it is powerful.

It would not be hard to array an imposing list of historians and critics

that should testify to the dominant inlluence of lawyers upon the course

of human affairs. Sir Henry Maine, for one, has identified for us the law-

yer and the ]U'iest, and finds among the Hindoes, Greeks and Romans
that the priest was the first lawyer, a finding that will not be unaccept-

able to the modern thinkers, who hold law to be the most broad and deep

expression of the moraiit.v of mankind. Certainly, whether we concede,

for instance, that lawyers have mainly ins]ui’od the groat contests for lib-

erty, there can be no hesitation in assigning them a leading role in Amer-
ican history. The revolution might be called a lawyers' war. so deeply

was the legal mind impressed upon that great controversy^ and our civil

war might never have come to pass, if lawyers, in congress and out, had
not inflamed public opinion concerning antagonistic construction of the

supreme law of the land. Prof. Bryce, in his mjble treatise on "The
American Commonwealth.'’ has expressed the opinion that, in the United

States, the bar has fallen from its high estate, that the days of its revo-

*This chapter had liocu placed l)y puhlisluM's in tiu' liauds of ex-Oov. phomas II.

Watts, who was to he aided i>y Thomas If. Clark. I'is(|., of .MontLromery, in its cotnpilatioii,
hut the uiitiimdy death of Con’. Watts threw upon .Mr. Clark tlu> task of performing the
larger part of the labor, iu fully carrying out the plan of Gov. Watts.



rM . /JirjTgnr A 1

.
'

,

"
V ,

,

. ...- It

./I I >i:tT^lAH3
''

.YflOTaiH

'I'l ^ '

,T5i loo —

!,..^.cv;.t>r. Mi J'.<'1 -ji ^*. ••• /;v/h|. '•o ,rrofj^i<^o . i} 'i
^,';r '•*• /'j>' {>• ••». ’ f. woifi MuW 'A\t%

,i .. u> ;vi ..V ...it.. If «.r.9rfrja ti '<H(U mox*^ .-to

F'7..'IV v;j.'

ni 'HM.i'fi n '

'

i)fm lltr< t'jv.'wii

‘t<r/ .7.<l

)-
. V/ *iV

7l)i! ».»"

"/i i

=ur

•rA-'\

lud

,

,

Kl r-f

^ fr.W-It’’

' T n

•f r/3 » r-ii:'

,. .jio 'ti'Mli ou

' :ki ri'r'VKfi 'jriV)’>S'l''tr(^'!AX dT

nri ;i-/, -yxoflj -iftfa-iOiU 'i-xlf J3i assro mom «

.,,,. ,r..aO 'nqi; lo lafco

; ,5 ..; . iiix v/j'.p 7ciJ ’rv>‘/-J «^«rf

.M c, h=y,!cn (JO ''^ ,u‘>(!'4<'4,0’i‘4 orif f.O 'Qftt

V- ui/idt eiri us ifi^m

/I ... 4i.';^ -nl fcti! AB' "t> ofto.-i;|J4A'xf i>.*bnsf-iaf aif

., d'i XX s vjv/fii; 'i.sJ
04' Ui4«

•
' .rjo <u?' !>s( Aif!

r.iy .yiin-'i !> f<sU'
't^WI UwOW 4l <"

'•X'.’il.i'i'.

. ..-fl -,‘ [,

^ll I: IJI ’'~i l. nl'

-;,, . , .t,|K[ *.d

ii ‘.-i!i iwoj i.’."i

•//

• 1-

«xi> u' 'H''
" *

'* fiiv
' <tii1 '.oJ i>iy’drfa l«xij

. : „iiir r.jsr '.a.>mt .ytirfvr/: 7,'irt-rxH -118 .»'»UsSs o»nWtI to

:-...v.Uuu:i J)0 5i
--nlf bofl

,fi.„ .I;, /.-
.,-„]•>• 9I«I 4«rft

...i (.'...u ,.|) '/•( 0,t v/mI; Axlud '0<iS7 ttflt- 01 wda

; , , iyr.cf'j-V' -/.jifrttifxf

. "7.. .,.<1 i)vU.|:.u! vjurofd ^('3v7mi uhU wl

), i. 'ijtT ui .’(oy.ss^teod iff *5(f ttsJti c*noi{i,,*(,il‘'‘xo

Md ,
f...niv) ui L^..:h(io79'i <>frr .7iot4.ftrn4foi

,iiuvv. IV .'rs ipdff -u.A'ru Cv»>.>r-vifisuf Wiiixi wxsyr

*4

V:M .
-

'

'. .•.u '
'

•

7 ill'*' 'll (>'

li'/t') •"/"

fcii .!' .

'

•>l(t (<:> 1’

iwnsLl oH. ui '.tydt uput.MO nit

-nvm Vt >vxa. wij lCi(f "tl ytml Bom ftfijf xisi

'.'iS iS.T'' Viu.y/'
atfc) anil n ' i

,4W,w

,
pt n •' J'i‘‘

' Vt; •

|M ., ,
i/ i'l ,ii

j ,*»A -,t f-, ITW .»* -<• •'

•
., ; .

t i)'. ;..-it.'
jfnfo.Mjo :’»iidrrfi

’ .Uid -ufj 10



142 MEMORIAL RECORD OP AL^'BAMA.

lutionary power and influence are irrecoverably gone; that the develop-

ment of a class of people who make politics a business has tended to

break down the influence of men who. while they love politics have their

clients’ interests to engage and absorb their time. Bryce's work has, the

opinion may be hazarded, too much of the city, ox- oven too much of the

meti’opolis, in its composition. 'To the ininud and country student, the

book bears the marks of a close study of political conditions in our great

cities and in Xew York more especially : but. as migliT have been expected,

the British statesman has found it impossible to observe minutely the

widely scattered social ])henoraena of the union at large. Occasional

gusts of political opinion shake and threaten the power of the bar in pub-

lic affairs, but the history of almost any American state, taken in its

whole course, will prove, we venture to think that to-day. as well as yes-

terday, the lawyer is tlie priest sitting in judgment upon the conducrof

his fellow-citizen, legislating, and formulating decrees u]aon that legisla-

tion. In Alabama, the history of whose bench and bar is the mere imme-
diate object of this sketch, it remains true that the lawyer is a distinct and

potent factor in political life, and so, of course, an influence to be reck-

oned with in the making and the writing of history. So long as law is

formulated and armed public opinion, so long as this opinion continues to

touch more and more intimatelj' the manihild social, political and indus-

trial activities of our life, so long will the men who make law a study

and a profession, not lack for power and influence, whatever may be the

public view at any given time of the reailty and extent of that power and

influence.
'' GENERAL HISTORY.

It seems proper to set out the actual course of legislation that has

brought the judicial system of the state wh<^re it now is. And first, as to

justices of the peace.

It is a favorite remark of ex-Gov. Seay of Alabama, that the justice

of the peace more deeply affects the fortunes and happiness of the people

tlian all other judicial officers together. They are numbered by the

thousands, and each one has his docket of civil and criminal causes, and

these mount from a score or more a year into the liundreds, and in

some of our cities many hundred.s. Tlie litigants are generally the

poorer classes, and a judgment for or against one of them is relatively of

immense consequence. IMany is tlie poor devil who has received the

blow in a justice's court that has sent him downhill, financially speaking,

with small ability to get back.

Under the ti'rritorial government of Alabama justices of the peace

were, appointed by the govcnaior. Tlu' constitution ado[)tv'(l in Ibl'.i pro-

vided that a competent number of justices of the peace should be ap-

pointed in and for each county, in such mode and for such t('rm of office

as the general assembly might direct. Their jurisdiction in civil i-ases
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was liuiited to causes in which the amount in controversy should not

exceed >^50, and rii^ht of a})peal was "iven.

When the legislature came to give effect to this provision of the con-

stitution, they furnished a curious illustration of the importance of the

militia system in the early history of the commonwealth. It was pro-

vided that tliere should be elected, by the cpialified electors within the

limits of each captain's company in the several counties of the state, two
justices of the peace and one constable, the elections to be held by the

commanding oftieer of each company and two freeholders or householders,

as he might appoint. In case of a vacancy in the office of justice, the

commanding officer was required to call his company together for the

purpose of holding an election to fill the vacancy. As the militia then

included, with a few exceptions, like judges, justices and ministers, the

entire white male population of the state over the age of eighteen years, The
electorate as established was quite broad enough to insure a substantially

fair choice.

The oath of office, taken by a justice of the jieace in those days, is a

curiosity in itself, both for its length and its contents. It ran as follows:

“I, A. B., do solemnly swear that as a justice of the peace in the
county of , in all things I will do equal right to the poor and to

the rich, to the best of my judgment and according to the laws of the
state. I will not privately nor openly. b,y myself or any other person,
be of counsel in any quarrel or suit depending before me. The fines and
amercements that shall be made and the forfeitures that shall be incurred
before me, I will cause to be duly entered and will truly and faithfully

account for and pay the same over to the proper officers required by law
to receive the same, without concealment or delay. I will not willingly
or wittingly take, either by myself or by any other person for me, any
fee, gift, gratuity or reward whatsoever, for any matter or thing by me
to be done tiy virtue of my office, except such fees as may l)e directed
and limited by law. but that I will well and truly perform the duties of
my said office. I will not delay any person of common ris'ht through
favor, affection or partiality, or refuse to take recognizance' of any com-
plaint made before me, which by law comes under my jurisdiction. I will

not direct or cause to be directed any warrant by me to be made to the
parties, but will direct all such warrants to the sheriff or constable of
the county, or other officers of the state, or to some other disinterested
person, to do execution thereof. The sums of money received before mo
and paid into my hands for the benefit of others. I will well and truly
account for and pay over, without concealment or delay: and. finally, in

all things belonging to my office, during my continuance therein. I will

faithfully, truly and justly, according to the best of my skill and judg-
ment, do ecpial and impartial justice to all, so help me God.

’

The office of tin* justice of the peace administert'd on this high piano

would give the justice himself a fame more enduring than brass.

The provisions relating to justices of the peace remained substantially

the same until the great social and pctlitical revolution that was accom-

plished by the war. The militia organization continued to be tlie root

organization in the election of minor judicial officers. In one of the
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later provisions, to be fovmd in the digest oi; 1^43. tliero is a minor pro-

vision tluit goes to siiow the prevalence, in iSlnbile, at least, of some
epidemic disease in the summer reason. It is thei'e provided tliat any
justice or constable who may remove from tlu> captain s beat’ for which
he had been elected, and thereafter attempts to discharge any duty re-

lating to his office, he should forfeit a ]>enalty. An ervception, however,

was made in favor of officials of this kind in the city of Mobile, who
should leave the city during the summer months for cheir health. By
the constitution now in force in Alabama, that of iS7a, it is provided,

that there shall be elected, by the qualified electors of each precinct of

the counties, not exceeding two justices of the peace. Such justices

shall have jurisdiction in all civil cases wherein the amount in controversy

does not exceed one hundred dollars, exce;»t in cases of libel, slander,

assault and battery and ejectment. The right of ajjpeal was guaranteed

without i)reiiayment of costs. In view cl the enlarged suffrage and the

danger of forcing upon a given conimurdty corrupt and incompetent

men, the ^lower was placed in the governor’s hands to appoint one" notary

public for each election precinct in counties, and for each ward in cities

of over five thousand inhabitants, who in addition to the powers of notary,

shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction as justices of the peace

within the precincts and wards for which they are resjiectively ap]iointed.

The justice of the xieace now exercises a vei’y considerable power
under the law, both in civil and criminal matters. It would not be right

to question the character and integrity of so large a body of men, who
moi’e or less fairly represent the character and integrity of the community
that selects them to discharge the duties of justices of the peace. Every
lawyer has his favorite anecdote, probably an experience in his own
practice, going to show the ignorance of the average justice—the justice

has acted as an attorney in a cause he is hearing, or he has called him-

self as a witness,' or he has sentenced a defendant to the penitentiary or

to be hanged. These constitute the frills of the system that may be laughed

at or deplored, according to the mood of the observer. The real evil of

the system, at present, is to be found in the one fact that a justice's

income depends on the fees assessed by him. It is too much to expect of

human nature, taking it as it is gem-rally found, that it will do justice

impartially, when doing it partially nets the larger sum to him who
administers the law. When the way is discovered of abolishing the fee

system entirely in these inferior courts, the way will be opened to insure

a fairer and more humane exorcise of the powers now, by law, entrusted

to these subordinate (h'ticials.

THR COUNTY COURTS.

The early law establishing county courts in this state came over fi-om

the territorial period. Under that law. the governor was em])ow(U'ed to

appoint and commission five persons in every county, one of whom

1

J
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slioulil be chief justice of the orphan's court. Court was to be held twice

in each year, but not lon^jer than six judicial days at each sitting. This

court was given full power and authority to take the probate of wills, of

conveyiuices, and to record the same; to issue letters testamentary and
letters of administration. The justices of the county courts were further

empowered to take cognizance of all actions of a civil nature, wherein the

value of the matter in controversy did not exceed si. 000, excepting^

however, real actions, actions of ejectment and trespass -y'c/rc clausuni

fxi/it-

There is one provision common to the early statutes governing the

county courts that has some historical interest. The justices of these

courts were required to mark and lay out the bounds and rules of their

respective prisons, not exceeding ten acres; and every prisoner, not com-
mitted for treason or felony, on giving good security to keep within the

said rules and bounds, had the right to walk within the prison bounds so

designated for the preservation of his health, and if he kept continually

within said bounds he was adjudged and admitted a prisoner in law.

This ajiparent tenderness in the treatment of prisoners was not altogether

consonant with the treatment they received on conviction, though the

provision in question may have been designed more particularly for

debtors who Avere required to gh’e bail or go to prison. Relative to the

punishments that were hrflicted. and that are alluded to in the preceding

sentence, it may be said that the whiioping-jiost, ])illory and branding

irons were a part of the necessary outfit of every prison. Building jails

and keeping prisoners Avere not at all to the taste of our ancestors. They
preferred summary punishments AA'hen possible. There A\mre were a large

number of crimes punishable Avith death: murder, rape, man stealing,

slaA'e stealing, arson, robbery, burglary, forgery and counterfeiting.

Minor offenses AA’ere punished by laying on the Avhip. the conA'entional

thirty-nine lashes being administered as a rule. The horse-thief was
fined, receiA'ed thirty-nine lashes on his bare back, branded on the face or

in the right hand AA'ith the letter T. and imprisoned for a term not exceed-

ing tAveh'e months. Manslaughter Avas in the territorial period punished

Avith branding, the letter M being burned in the defendant’s hand in open
court.

The first marked change in the Iuaa" gOAmrning the county courts was
the act under Avhich one judge of the county court, for each county in

the state, Avas elected by joint vote of both houses of the general assem-

bly. The county court Avas giAmn the same jurisdiction Avifh the same
court during the territorial period, and had. besides, concurrent jurisdic-

tion with the circuit court in all actions of debt, assumpsit, case, coA'e-

nant, trespass and assault and battery. 'When the judge probated Avills,

granted letters of administration or appointed guardians, he sat as judge

of “The orphan's court of said county." The method of appointment here
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provided for continued in force until n constitutional amendment was
adopted in by which amendment the election of judges of probate

was committed to the peo{)le of the several counties. The mode of elec-

tion then decreed and the jurisdiction then given have not been changed,

in any essential particular up to the present time.

Chief Justice Stone, of the supreme court of Alabama, in a paper read

before the state bar association, held at Huntsville, in 1889, took occa-

sion in a luminous review of the histoiw of English and American law,

to point out some of the defects in legal administration in Alabama. In

this address he specially emphasized tiie need of reform in the judge of

probate’s office. He, speaking with the authority that accompanies a

longer term of judicial service than any man in the histor^^ of the state,

appealed there in behalf of widows and orphans that their rights should

be determined witli less expense: that certain questions now cognizable in

equity should be triable in this court, and other matters, at present reserved

for the jurisdiction of circuit courts, should be assigned for determina-

tion to the county courts. This reform, if ever inaugurated, would in

effect be a reversion to the older system in the state, when the county

court exercised a much more enlarged jurisdiction than it now does.

CIRCUIT COURT.

The constitution of 1819 provided that the state .should be divided into

convenient circuits, each circuit to contain not less than three nor more than

six counties. These courts were given original jurisdiction in all matters

civil and criminal within the state; but in civil cases only when the mat-

ter or sum in controversy exceeded 850. The circuit judges were
required to be elected on a joint ballot hy the general assembly. In the

beginning, the judges of the circuit coiu'ts were required to sit as a

supreme court and hear and determine cases on appeal from the county and

circuit courts. They were paid 81.750 each, per annum. The circuits in

that early day were necessarily large, the counties commonly very

sparsely settled, and in consequence there was developed, by the neces-

sities of the situation, a distinct social type consequent on riding the

circuit by lawyers and judges. The holding of a circuit court was the

great semi-annual event in each county. There was assembled, in the

little county capitol, the legal lights of almost every county in the cir-

cuit, and oftentimes eminent practitioners from other circuits and even

other states. The court room during the day was the scene of strenuous

encounters over pleadings, replications, rebutters and sur-rebutters, for

those were days when pleading was a fine art, and at night there were

sturdy bouts with John Harbn'corn and tests of skill at tlie game that was
invented to amuse a king of France. Canddiug was a common ^ice

throughout the “southwest'’ at this time, and the traditions of the bar of

that period seem to show a wide prevalence among tlie profession of the

habit.
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The circuit judges continued to be ai>poii:ted by Ihe legislature until

a constitutional amendment, adopted in ISoO, changed the law and
submitted the election directly to the ])eo]>ie of tlie given circuit. At
first they held office during good behavior, but might bo impeached
and might be removed by the governor on an address to that end by the

general assembly.

When the circuit courts were firsi established they were given chan-

cery jurisdiction, and they continued to exercise all the ordinary and
extraordinary functions of chancery until IddU. In that year all the

powers of the circuit court, as a chaucei’y court, were withdrawn and
vested in chancery courts to be holden in tliree chancery divisions and
forty chancery districts. The chancellors were elected on joint ballot by
the general assembly, and continued to be so elected until the year LS68,

when a new constitution was adopted, by the provisions of which chan-

cellors, like circuit judges, were elecrcd by the people residing in the

several divisions over which the individual chancellor was given juris-

diction.

It is really a matter of astonishment That, in the more than fifty years

that have intervened since the chancery courts were separately estab-

lished, there have been so few changes in the forms and substance of

chancery law in Alabama. There is a growing body of opinion, in the

state, that our legal machinery is too cumbrous and antiquated in com-

parison with the more advanced systems of England and many of the

American states. In the address of Judge Stone, already referred to, he
boldly advocates such a change as would confer on one body of magis-

tracy, composed of judges of co-equal original jurisdiction, the entire

power and authority 1o hear and determine all controversies that arise

between litigants. He further proposes to abolish the forms of actions

as now classified, and substitute in their stead a uniform method of

instituting suits, called a civil action.

There can be little doubt that we have here pointed out the direction

the first great reform in Alabama judicial system will take. The petition

will take the ])lace of our bills in equity and of our various forms of

complaint at law. and instead of a judge and a chancellor holding sepa-

rate courts at ditferent times, botli bodies of law will be administered by
the same tribunal.

THE SUPREME COURT.

The constitution of 1819. under whicli the state was admitted to the

union, provided among other tilings that tlie judicial power sliould be

vested in a supreme court, tog(>ther with such iufei'ior courts as might
be constituted iiy tlie general assembly. Tlie judges of the circuit court

were required to serve as members of the supreme court, stated moot-

ings being lield at the seat of goveriiunnit to liear causes on appi'aj. The
judges of the supreme court were for many yimrs elected liy tiic general

assembly—until ISOs, in fact—when the reconstruction constitution
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adoi^tocl that year brought in the very radical chan2:e in the appointment
of havin.a: them elected at a general election by the people.

The first term of the supreme court was held at Cahaba, then the

state capital, on the second Monday in !May. 18iU. There were present,

Hoes. C. C. Clay, Reuben Saffold, Henry Y. Webb and Richard Ellis.

Hon. A. S. Lipscomb, the remaining circuit judge, was absent at this

session. Hon. C. C. Clay was appointed chief justice. In 18i!l, a sixth

circuit was created, of which Hon. Anderson Crenshaw was elected

judge. Passing in hurried review the member.ship of the court from its

foundation as thus indicated*, the records show a large number of names
familiar to the judicial history of the state. Some of these have left the

impress of their thought and character upon the wider field of Amer-
ican law. Judge Webb died in 1823 and was succeeded by Hon. Henry
Minor, who was in his turn succeeded, as soon as the general assemljly

convened, by Hon. John Gayle. Chief Justice Clay resigned in 1823 and
was succeeded in that office by Judge Lipscomb.

At the election held in 1823, the first regular election by the gen-

eral assembly under the constitution, since the creation of the supreme
court, the followung circuit judges -were elected: Hon. A. S. Lipscomb,
Reuben Saffold. John Gayle, John White, John INI. Taylor and Anderson
Crenshaw. In 1828, a seventh circuit was established, of -which Sion L.

Perry was elected judge. In the same year, .Judge Gayle resigned and
Hon. Henry AT. Collier was elected to succeed him.

In 1830, the court encountered an outburst of popular disapproval pro-

voked by its strict enforcement of contracts for the payment of excessive

interest, the statutes against usury having been repealed. The judges

had to bear the brunt of the storm of indignation that swept over the

state, though in honor there was no course open to them other than the

one they followed. As a consequence of this outburst, the tenure of the

judges was changed by constitutional amendment from one daring good
behavior to a term of six years. By the amendment the terms of the

judges then sitting would come to an end in 1^^33. In 1832. the court was
entirely reorganized and made a sex>arate court, being made to consist of

three judges, with terms of office for six years. .Judges Lipscomb, Saf-

fold and Taylor were elected. .Tudge Lipscomb again receiving the ap-

pointment as cliief justice. In 1834, Judge Taylor resigned and w'as suc-

ceeded by Hon. Harry I. Thornton. In the latter part of the same year.

Judge Lipscomb resigned and was succeeded by Hon. Henry Hitchcock.

Judge Saffold being promoted to the post of chief justice. In 183G, Hon.

A. P. Hopkins succeed(‘d .Tvulge Thornton, and in the same year. Judge
Saffold resigned, being succeeded by Hon. Henry AT. Collier, .Judge

Hitchcock becoming chief justice. In 1837, Judge Hitchcock resigned

and was succeeded by Hon. Henry Goldtliwaife, .Judge Hopkins being

advanced to the chief justiceship. In June of the same year Chief Justice
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Hopkins resigned, being succeeded by Hon. J. J Ormond, Judge Collier

becoming chief justice.

In 1843, Judge Goldthwaite resigned and was succeeded bj’ Hon. C. C.

Clay. Judge Goldthwaitt' had resigned to become his party's candidate

for congress in the Mobile district. After a contest of memorable vigor

and dash, lie sutfered a defeat, and then became a candidate for his old

seat on the bench. He defeated .Judge Clay before the general assembly.

He died of yellow fever in 1>47. and was succeeded by Hon. Edward S.

Dargan. Judge Ormond declined a re-election and was succeeded by Hon.

'William P. Chilton. In 1^49 Judge Dargan succeeded Judge Collier as

chief-justice, Hon. Silas Parsons taking tlie place of associate vacated by
Dargan. Parsons was succeeded in 1851 by Hon. Daniel Coleman, who
was in his turn succeeded b}’ Hon. George Goldthwaite. In the same year,

1851, the number of judges was increased to five. Hons. David P. Eigon
and John D. Phelan being the additional members. In 1862, Chief Justice

Dargan resigned and was succeeded in that office by Judge Chilton, Hon.
Lyman Gibbons being appointed associate justice. In 1853, the member-
ship of the court was reduced by law to throe, and Hon. Samuel F. Rice

became the third member. In January, 1856, Judge Goldthwaite suc->

ceeded Judge Chilton as chief justice, and Hon. A. J. Walker became an

associate justice. Judge Goldthwaite resigned almost immediately, and
was succeeded by Hon. George W. Stone. Judge Rice became chief-jus-

tice. Judge Rice, resigning in January, 1859, was succeeded as chief-

justice by Judge A. J. Walker, Hon. R. W. Walker receiving the appoint-

ment thus vacated. The war wrought no change to speak of in the judi-

cial fabric during the existence of actual hostilities. In 1863, .Judge R. W.
Walker resigned and was succeeded by Hon. .Tohn D. Phelan. The leg-

islature that convened at the close of the war elected, as members of the

supreme court, Hons. A. J. Walker, William Byrd and Thomas J. Judge.

By the “reconstruction" constitution of 1868 the election of judges

was committed to the people, and on an election lield. Hons. E. W. Peck,

Thomas iSI. Peters and B. F. Saffold were returned as judges of the

supreme court. In 1873, Judge Peck resigned. Judge Peters became chief

justice, and Hon. R. C. Brickell was ap])ointed to fill the vacancy. At
the general election in 1874. Judge Brii-kell av:is elected chief justice,

and Hons. Thomas J. .Judge and Amos R. Manning, associate justices. In

March, 1876. Judge Judge died and was succeded V)y Hon. George W. Stone.

In 1880, Judge Manning died and was succeeded by Hon. Henderson M.
Somerville. On October 25th. 18''4. .Tndge Brickell resi.umed. .Judge Stone
becoming chief justice, and Hon. David Clopton was appointed associ;ite.

In 18S9, the numVjer of judges was increased to four, ami Hon. Thomas N.

McClellan, then serving as attorney general, was appointed to the

new place. In July. ISlHi, .Tudge Somerville ri'signed to accc>pt a post un-

der the .general go\'ei'nment and Hon. Thomas W. Coleman was appointed

to succeed him. In Februai-y. 18'.il. the numbt'r of judg('s was once more
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raised to five, and Eicliard W. Ydalker was a'ppointf'd to the new judge-

ship. At the August election 1^92. the follow iiig judge.s were elected:

Chief justice, George W. Stone: associate iusch-es. Thoiaas W. Coleman.

Thomas X. McClellan, J. B. Head and Jonathan Haralson. The term of ottice

for judges of the suiu’eme court remains fixed at six yeai’S. and the salary is

83,600 per annum. Elections ai'e still by the peo|.>ie. and there seems to

be no disposition to revert to the old method of election by the general

assembly. The writer once asked a justice of the .supreme court whether
in his experience there had ever Vjeen any decision rendered by the court

that had any “politics " in it. He levilied he could not recall anj’ decision

whatever that had not been decided by what seemed to the bencli the law

of the case. He went on to say that a limited terra and election by the

people had one effect, he thought, on the judges themselves; they were
more industrious. Whatever it may be atii-ibutecl to, there can be no
doubt the Alabama supreme court in recent jmars has been a. very hard
working body, and since, according to a familiar doctrine, democracy
never gives back pow'er once assumed, and as wm may not anticipate any
reversion to a different method of a^ipointment of judgAs, it is w'ell to

have the great, if not excessive, labors of our supreme bench as a tribute,

in part, at least, to the popular choice of its members.
Taking up some of the curious, if not very important, facts touching

the composition of the supreme bench, note may be made of the nativity

of the chief-justices. Clay, Hoi^kins. Collier and Stone were born in

Virginia; Lips'^omb and Kice in South Carolina; Saffold in Georgia;

Hitchcock in Vermont; Dargan in Xorth Carolina; Chilton in Kentucky;
Goldthwaite in Xew' Hampshire; Walker and Peters in Tennessee; Peck
in New York, and Brickell in Alabama. Brickell is the only chief justice

who w'as a native of Alabama.
The following judges of the supreme court w’ore, at one time or

another, judges of circuit courts: Henry W. Collier. Daniel Coleman,

E. S. Dargan. .Jolin D. Phelan. George W. Stone, George. Goldthwaite,

Lyman Gibbons. B. F. Saffold and J. B. Head. (Jf the present court.

Judge Coleman was a cliancellor when promoted, and Judge Haralson,

presiding judge of the city court of Selma.

The following judges of the supreme court al.so served terms as gov-

ernor of the state: Clemt'nt Comer Clay (a United States senator, also).

John Gayle and Henry W. Collier. Of the circuit judges, those who became
governor were. Joshua L. Martin, Andrew B. IMoore, John Gill Shorter.

David P. Lewis and William H. Smith. One chief justice. Li[)Scomip

became cliic-f justice of anotlier state supreme court, that (.ff’ Texas.

It remains to bo added, with respi'Ct to the general liistory of the higli-

est court, that the retention of separate courts of law and equity, and the

common law system of pleading in a large measure, has given the deci-

sions of the C(.)urt, a character and standing of the tii'st rank among
other courts. There has been manifest a conservatism of spirit, a disp(.)-
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sition to wait u^ion an orderly and judicious development of law, rather

than by hasty changes to impair the general fabric. The decisions of

the courts of last resort in New York and Massachusetts have been, per-

haps, more generally followed by the Alabama judges than the decisions

of any other states, when authority is sought on which to rest a decision.

The court is now marked, if by any special characteristics, by great and
deserved sternness toward homicides, a fixed determination to stamp out

fraud wherever dscovered, and holding directors of corporations to a

strict accountability, at the same time that prejudice against corporations

themselves is in no wise indulged in. The supreme court i-eports cf the

state, now numbering more than a hundred, have long enjoyed an estab-

lished rank among the reports of the union. The most competent judges,

the Albany Law Journal, for example, trive them a place among the

five or six best series of reports in the union.

Of the fifteen chief justices and forty-one associate justices the state

has had since its foundation, it would be impossible here to discuss with

any detail. By a consensus of opinion among the bar, the history of the

court is marked by the periods when it was presided over respectively

by Lipscomb, Collier, Walker, Brickell and Stone. It fell to Lipscomb's

lot to share heavily in shaping the early jurisprudence of the state. He
w'as for fifteen years on the supreme bench and for eleven years as

chief justice. His opinions, to be found in ton volumes from Minor to

first Porter, felt the intluence not only of his own great good sense and
skill in the law, but that of several other notably able judges—like Judge
Saffold, for instance. It was .fudge Brickell's fortune to come forward

on the bench at a time when much litigation growing out of the war was
being settled, and when, besides, much new legislation, rendered neces-

sary by the changed conditions of the body i^olitic. had to be construed.

He brought to the discharge of his duties extraordinary gifts of mind,

natural and acquired. He was a deep student, lie had a memory with a

grip like death and he was master of a full but accurate style.

The present chief justice. George W. Stone, will doubtless live in his-

tory as the most impressive figure in our judicial annals. In the first

place, ho has been on Uie bench more than a quarter of a century, and

has an almost, if not altogetlier. uni)ri'cedented record of more than 2.l0t>

decided cases. Judge Stone is a great and just judge. He has tlie cour-

age -at all times to follow where his duty indicates the way. and his fear-

lessness has been of inestimable worth in arming and equip])ing his deep

knowledge of the law. He writes w'ith singular clearness and force, and
his skill as a controversialist has tempted him ol'lfui to enter the field of

j)olitical disputation. He has just lu'cn re-elected chief-justice. Born in

1811, he has entei'ed upon his eighty-second 3'ear. and bids fair to more
than rival the aged vigor of the great chancellors and judgt^s of England,

and flouts by his activity the wisdom of a provision of tlu' early law of
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Alabama, that made a man over the age of seventy ineligible to judicial

honors.

The two most picturesque figures among the chief justices were Dar-

gan and Rice. Judge Dargan was a man about whom anecdotes were told,

whose character sei'ved as a very good peg to hang anecdotes on. One
of an inspiring kind is told of his immigration from North Carolina. He
walked from North Carolina to Alabama in 1829. As he was ferried

across the last stream that would divide him from his native state, the

ferryman laughed at his unpromising looks and his vmnturesomeness.

Dai’gan replied, with some warmth. "You will yet see me chief-justice

of Alabama " Everybody in Alabama has heard the story of his going

off on the circuit with a lot of shirts and returning home to amaze his

wife, and be amazed himself, to find he had put his shirts on one after

the other until he was then wearing seven of those garments. Another
story, ju’eserved by Mr. Brewer, has a coarse savor about it, but it un-

doubtedly, whether true or not. gives the idea of wise cunning that many
believed was behind Dargan's affectation of sloth and drowsiness joined

to a biting humor. The story is. he was canvassing Washington county

along with the whig candidate for congress, William D. Dunn, they being

rival candidates. At one place, when the speaking was over. Col. Prince,

the wealthiest man in the vicinity, walked toward his residence with

Mr. Dunn, who was to be his guest. "You are going to be beaten,” said

Prince. “How's that?"’ asked Dunn, “didn’t you write me that I was
the strongest man in the district, and hav'en't we a niajoirty in if?” “I

know that,” said Prince, looking furtively around, “but here you are

W'alking off to dinner with me, the richest man in the county, and there

sits Dargan in that crowd of one-gallows fellows, picking the ticks off

his legs." It would be unfair to the memory of .Judge Dargan not to

say, in spite of Ws eccentricities, he jilayed a great role in Alabama his-

tory, as state senator, as circuit and supreme court judge and as con-

gressman.

Judge Samuel Farrow Rice was as unfortunate in politics as Dargan
was fortunate. He was four times beaten for congress. The first time

he ran was in 184.5. when he was a candidate against Gen. Felix McCon-
nell. McConnell had begun life as a saddler, but drifted into law and

from law into politics. He had. in l''4o. as the regular democratic nomi-

nee, defeated Hon. IVilliam P. Chilton. In 184.5, Rice ca
2
)tured the regu-

lar nomination at tlie hands of the convention, and I^IcConnell came
out as an independent. The contest is perhaps the most memorable sin-

gle contest of th(' kind in the state's Instory. It was a good match. Both
alike were bold, quick, witty, and witli a fund of anecdote and langaugo

suited to the political atmosifiiere of the time. The struggle is almost a

tradition, however. We have rescued from an old newspaper a i>art of one

of McConnell’s speches that will give some idea of tlie coarse vivacitg with

which h(' attacked Judge Rice and defended himself. McConmdl was
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ucldicted to the use of whisky, and in his speech ho declared he was “a

plain, tlat-footed, venison-backed, unsophisticated ioco-foco. If they tlid

not choose to re-elect him because he took his plass of grog- like an inde-

pendent citizen, they might go to h—11 and he would go to making harn-

ess; that he didn't care a cur-se. only that he didn't like to bo cork-

screwed out of congress by the intriguing of your moccasm-footed nomi-

nating convention. ” One of the stories most commonly told to illustrate

Judge Rice's aptness in reply, relates to his declara.tion on the eve of the

war that the Yankees woudn't fight, didn’t mean to fight. "We can whip
em with pop guns. ” After the war he was making a stump s^^eech, when
some one called out from the audience, hoping' to confound him, “Aren't

you the man who said we could whip the Yankees with pop guns’Y "Yes;

I am the man,” “Well, we didn't, did we'?” “No, tire rascals wouldn't

fight us that way.” This story is evidently a congener of the corn-stallcs

of Gov. Fletcher of Virginia, but if .Judge Rice did not say v/hat popular

tradition credits him with saying, everybody who knew him knows he
was smart enough to have said it.

The writer remembers hearing him tell once how he reproached a

minister -who was unwilling to let him back into the church on account

of certain breaches of religious duties, breaches that the judge confessed

the truth of. “But. I don't understand,'' said the judge. “I thought

churches were for the cure of souls, hospitals, so to speak, for the treat-

ment of those who have done wrong. I neeJ a hospital now worse than

ever, and you shut the door in my face.
”

Judge Rice was a man of rare courtesy of manner, the rarer that his

manners grew out of great gentleness of disposition and unaft'ected sim-

plicity of heart. It adds to the chameleon-like changefulness of the im-

pressions he made to note that he was an advocate of consummate adroit-

ness, and it was a poor case, indeed, where he could not strike home upon
the jury a sense of its justice.

Passing allusion ought to be made to a few of the associate justices

of xhe supreme court. Men like Judges Ormond and Goldthwaite did not

shine by a light rejected from their chiefs on the bench. Judge Ormond
was for ten years an associate justice, and his opinions have taken high
rank for the solidity of their learning, their strong logic and the precis-

ion of their style. .Judge Henry Goldthwaite has loft a memory behind

him of almost phenomenal gifts as a jurist. His colleague. Chief .Justice

Collier, said of him, “to call him an able jurist would convey a most im-

perfect idea of his character and his merits. He was not only a ])rofound

lawyer, but he Avas a man of extensive general attainments : distinguished

for (pticknoss of iiercepticm, bohl and vigorous thought, and long,

continued mental ap])lication.

It Avould be hard to choose among the many distingiushed associate

justices of th(' period since the war. One of tliese, .Judge Somerville, left

an established reputation as a jurist, when he removed to XeAv York, in
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1H90, to take a place as a member of the board of customs appraisers.

He left in particular, one piece of judicial 'work, with which his name
will doubtless be lonir connected. His opinion in Parsons vs. the States

(eighty-first Alabama. 577 j has done much to shake the authority of

McNairhten's case, and so has laid open The waj' to a striking modifica-

tion of the old doctrine of criminal responsibility in the insane. Of the

Xiresent court. Judges McClellan and Head, though both as yet young
men, have dis|)layed uncommon ability as jurists, while .Judges Coleman
and Haralson are merely adding to rexmtations, already won in lower

courts, of being sound and safe judges. It was no uncommon xii’ovision

of the early statutes of Alabama that the circuit court of a x^mdicular

county should be held at the home of some citizen of the county. There,

seated on the rude log iwrch or gathered at a convenient S|)ot in the

yard, the judge, attorneys and clients and juries administered one of the

most venerable systems of law in the world. In Washington county,

court was held for many years under a large oak at the county site, the

juries retiring to the woods to consider their verdicts, Avhile in IMarengo,

the first circuit court was held in a vacant blacksmith shoxi. In the shop

of the blacksmith, the judge took his xilace by the furnace, the lawyers

pounded the anvil, while the jurors doubled their legs on logs that had
been piled along the side of the room. In Conecuh county there was
no jail, and prisoners were confined at Claiborne. Tney were brought

over during court and kejit under guard.

It is a far cry from that time to the present, with its multixilied

courts, its jails, its numerous bar, and its stately buildings in which jus-

tice is administered. Nevertheless, rude as were the surroundings of

the courts in those early da^’s, we should be wrong to conclude the bar

was not an able one. Alabama was settled in the main by a high class

of immigrants. It began to attract immigration in a wonderful way. on
account of rumors as to the immense wealth of the country. Nile’s Reg-
ister, sxieaking- of that (teriod, had to say of Alabama. "There is XJi’obably

no portion of the world, of similar extent, which can exhibit such raxhd

increase of population, x)roduced by the voluntary immigration of enter-

prising individuals.” A corres^oondent of the Portland Advertiser had
mention to make, some years later, of the great number of immigrants

he had j)assed on his way. "It would seem as if North and South Caro-

lina were ]iouring forth their iiopulation in swarms. Perhaps. I have
gone by. in the Creek nation, over 3,ni>0 emigrating, includ-

ing negroes, of course. Tlie fires of their encamxunents made the woods
blaze in all directions."

The li'gislature of Im’o, the second legislature held under the consti-

tution, consisted according to Niles, of one native Alabamaian, one Penn-

sylvanian, two IMarylanders. two Tennesseeans, seven North Carolinians,

eight Georgians, thirt('on South Carolinians and eighteen Virginians.

These facts indicate how broad and cosmopolitan was the character of



y.u./.tajcA m
, -irYfm >^llt<>l«f* > J-'**

. •
, ^..

"
«.uJ ttJ fl^ 9l®

Ui.m. Aid •i-->i^-'
' .'" '

'

r;:;' :; ::
'

’
.;,i^So:„,,i.,,(-.i& 1a't.U.H -1 W.,ort» vnpoo

•>•" “' >'*«' "'ll"''"' •
.

,' w^a^'te»'(i'j,''«'i<i»fci .‘'aMSjJ*' *”*^

,V Ifrnan |V./-^.'1M'*'--'V'‘^
“* •”

1; *<w1

-"!'

.o.iiu-n ''' lu 'Hs. / . M
'-f t + ^.,n>:v „ m Uo({ S.M7/ liW'Xtr^? l/iiR ‘->0/

‘..rit ... ']''i?;'

e.1.
i,.;»folWOa

M'

i>'t >.(/>>! '..

i,H 1 1 ^K'il .

. I i> 'iV I . f

'?' r- ‘ f .k"
“.

I li'U.I**
.''. ^

.'' |f 7^ ..iT

lo'v) lU a<lQ^>iT v^'f .iy C'T->>n. ^r. i ... *
^

-

„,JiJ,i'.>’ !« feiHi»09 •«•'!»' -n«»*'‘.N

„1»1,!»« WTn". J't.-'.' i’"»

•.
, . 4 .5,, Affr oi -viUirt 'MUt

r> at Ji

i,.Kfqj'lf;.M -"'t. ;”. aji
,
fUM .mcaOjr.

»* it

I
'•j‘((. ILT^ 'ti

•
•^'

'. ''i
'

.
, 'Art- Vif’ttA'VUS

^''

,UJk.'.v-.| -.i
.'

•
jA 1.^ n^fllCKJ on

ftad ,^-:«n^‘^-r.»A'.‘Wi;i*»-<< -“'
.

*"
.: ;

'^#ff.('
Mm

“ '• '' '
"

'
,

'-
,f. n\ 11.

artnwMf

.j.,(' 1'7 .m uifiu.-‘'..i: V.) ..•«>

.,\ :.4^t
Jf<»*v/7 ‘1.4 •‘S'Mvm -..‘li'ati iKii.fiaO ^..^> .. • .

^ i|« w

i:.*-, «H •>ita;-. ' .»r «~:'-“*‘'”'4:^
'

f
'''’!;.¥.y"V

»n.>.i -m.j .f<(i.i;ou‘ii>>A
g-ki «"l>ii<fiTl«K mil '!f^«^MV(^^

\iriw~i,kr.. "#1.^



JCDICIAL HISTORY. 155

the men who settled Alabama, and names like Lipscomb. Hopkins, Israel

Pickens, William R. King. John Gayle and Dixon H. Lewis, to mention

the barest few, show what "a high order of aliilitj" was represented among
the numbers that poured into the new regions of Alabama. The lawyers
began to assert themselves from the first in the infant state. To tell

their history in detail would be to recite the main facts in the history of

the commonwealth. We should find them not only pushing for honors

at the bar, but in the field of politics as well; not only seeking self-

advancement, but prompt at their country's call to take up arms in every

conll'ict in which the state has been engaged, returning, when perchance

they did return, to resume the active labors of a peaceful life, leading

and encouraging in all endeavors to promote the prosperity and happi-

ness of the people.

If wo should start with the decade in which nature began to show l>er

power and take from earth the great lawyers who presided over the

early destiny of Alabama; if we should then come down, decade by
decade, noting the life work of the lawyers who within those jieriods had
gone the way of all the earth, we could but recognize and feel the noble

part they have played in our history.

Of those who died between and 1850, we might call attention to

Henry Goldthwaite of Mobile, the brilliant lawyer and able jurist, who
made his way by virtue of ability alone; Dixon H. Lewis of Lowndes,
the giant in body and giant in intellect—legislator, congressman, senator;

James W. McClung of Madison, the drinker, the duellist, but the dash-

ing orator and bold defender of the right as he saw it; and Reuben
Saffold of Dallas, the accomplished gentleman and scholar, and judge for

many years of our highest court.

In the decade from 1^50 to 180'^. we should note Arthur P. Bagbj^,

member of the legislature from IMonroe at the age of twenty-three, speaker

of the house at twenty-five, governor at forty-one, United States senator

at fort^’-three, and then minister to Russia: James G. Birney. the. capti-

vating young statesman and then the hated abolitionist, and twice the

candidate of the republican party for the presidency; Franklin W.
Bowdon, of Talladega, who has been pronounced the most gifted orator

the state has lu’oduced; Henry AV. Collier, of Tuscaloosa, governor of the

state and cliief-justice of the supreme court; Abner S. Lipscomb, of

Mobile, able lawyer, jurist and pure man; and .lohn McKinley, of

Lauderdale, legislator, congressman, United States senator, and associate

justice of the su]ireme court of the United States. In the decade from
1800 to among others. .Toseph (A. Baldwin, of Sumter, the able lawyer,

and later in life judge of tlie supreme court of California, tlie author of

“Party Leaders” and the classic "IJush Times in Alabama and Missis-

sijipi," the master of tlui most correct stylo tliat has ever bben written in

Alabama; iMarion A. Baldwin, of Montgomery, attoimey general ^of tin'

state for a longer term than any man who ever lield the ofiku', and
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impressiii" all throughout his tt'vm with his consummate ability; Edward C.

Bullock of Barbour, who as a mere boy took' a front rank among the

public men of the time and whose death was most widely and deeply

deplored as cutting off a brilliant career; C. Comer Clay of Madison, an

old-timer, whoso life had been greatly prolonged, a legislator, congress-

man. United States senator and justice of the state supreme court

;

Jeremiah Clemens, the author of "The Rivals" and "Mustang Gray,”

representative, district attorney and Unit^'d States senator, the man who
had to drink his genius down to a level with Yancey's; ".Johns" Hooper,

the author of "Simon Suggs," the lawyer and editor whose humor and
wit in conversation remain as a tradition, whose deeper humor as a writer

can never be forgotten; Arthur P. Hopkins of Madison, and later of

Mobile, the great whig leader of his generation, candidate again and again

on the demand of his party, but finding his reward in judicial honors;

and William L. Yancey, himself, whose stern, bold and defiant elo([uence

in behalf of "southern rights." leaves even yet a sense of terror with the

timid, who was the imcomj^arable orator of the cause of secession and who,
by the fortunes of histoiy. lies in a neglected grave in Montgomery,
where he spent the best years of his life and whence he led in the impet-

uous fury of the Civil war.

The decade between 1870 and l>i80. brings us to a time when nearly

every one carries some recollection of the distinguished lawyers dying

during that period; of .John A. Elmore of Montgomery, the drowsy, but

XDOwerful, logic chox?iper; Francis S. Lyon of Marengo, the indefatigable

patriot, legislator and the bank commissioner ujion whom fell the burden

of the immense labor involved in closing the affairs of the state banks;

and George S. Houston of Limestone, congressman, the governor whose
memory will be immemorially treasured for his crowning services in x)ut-

ting a |)eriod to the riot of reconstruction in Alabama.
In the decade just passed we should have to consider, L':'roy Poxie

Walker of IMadison. the finest x'>residing officer the state has ever seen;

William IM. Jjowe of Madison, one of the most adroit of politicians, and a

little later names like David Clox)ton, a marvelously W(dl and 'roundly

equijvped lawyer, who died a justice of the supreme court, and ex-Gov.

Thomas II. Watts, an advocate of trandescendent power and a sound and
learned lawyer. • It may be said that the bar of Alabama to-day is in eveiy

resx)ect worthy of its great and useful x>ast. It is out of the rpiestion to

attemi)t an enumeration of the notable lawyers of the x>resont, but certain

names, among a host, like Pettus of Dallas: Seay of Hale: Walkei- of

Jefi'erson: Humes of kladison: Clark of IMobile : and Tnm])h'ins of Mtint-

goniery, naturally come t<j the mind as att».'Sting tlu' unabatc'd vigor of the

Alabama bai’, while names of younger mem. like Ivnox. of Calhoun:

WYatherly of Jeffer.son: Sayre and Lomax of Montgomery, and Vande-

graaf of Tuscaloosa, a few among many, show forth its brillitmt prospects

for the future.
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In conclusion, some slight indication of the Intluence of the bar may be

given in a summary way by the following statements. Of the twenty-eight

governors the state of Alabama has had, tw-^nt3^ one were lawjmrs; of

United States senators who held office before IbOi, all but two were law-

yers; of the fort\'-six representatives in the l(>wer house of congress during

that period, thirtj’-nine were law^'ers. In the same bod^’ hi tlie tifcj'-second

congress, six out of eight members from Alabama were lawyers, and

in the fifty-third, seven out of nine.
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CHAPTER X.

ALABAMA JOURNALISM.

By W. W. screws. Moxtgoiiery.

FIRST JOURNALS ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT — COLONIAL JOURNALISM
— THE PRESS OF ALABAMA — PIONEER JOURNALS OP THE STATE —
HISTORY OF THE MODERN PRESS.

GLAXCE at the history of journalism will show that its

progress has been in line with the growth of population.

According to Thomas’ History of Printing, there is positive

^( evidence that a printing press was established in Mexico as

^
earl}^ as 1540, and, it is stated as a fact that "readers familiar

with early books relating to Mexico have seen mention of a

/ book’ printed there as earh' as 1535." There is evidence in the

annals of the newspaper and periodical press of the United States, pub-

lished in connection with the census of 1880, that in the year 1532, the

Viceroy D. Antonio de Mendoza carried printing to Mexico. The first

printer was Juan Pablos, and the first book printed in the new world was
that written by St. John Climacus, entitled Spiritual Ladder to Ascend to

Heaven. It is also shown that there were ninety-three books jirinted in

Mexico prior to and including the year 1600. While our IMexican neigh-

bors, therefore, antedate us in the knowledge and use of the printing art,

it is not clear that, they were also in the enjoyment of the luxury of

newspapers before the ]ieople of the New England states. Tlie jjroba-

bilities are, however, that they were, for several authorities state -that

newspapers or gazettes existed in Ivlexico before the close of the seven-

teenth century. A monthly magazine called Gazette de ^Mexico was cer-

tainly jHiblished in 172'^, and a writer says "it is filled with accounts of

religious functions, with descri))tions of processions, conse^-rations of

churches, beatifications of saints, festivals, etc. Civil or commercial
affairs, and even the transactions of Europe, occujiy but a small corner

of this monthlv mairazine of intelligence."

COLONIAL JOURNALISM.

The royal governors of the colonies were vested with censorship of

the ])ress, and on no <dass did tlie Stamp act of 17C>5 re^st with greater

hardship than the publishers of the few newspaj)ers tlion published in
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this country. Quite a number, especially in the south, had to suspend

until that act was repealed. As a part ot the history of the progress of

jourialism, it is well to quote from the annals above referred to, as to

the effect of onerous taxation upon newspapers. Eeferring to the period

when the stamp act bore so heavily upon them, it says; ‘Afore prudent

blit equally cautious publisliers, when the act was to take effect, dressed

their journals in mourning and for a few weeks omitted to publish them.

Others, less cautious, but appi-ehensive of the consequences of publishing

newspapers without stamps, omitted the titles altogether, or altered them
as an evasion. Those juddishers who continued to print without refer-

ence to the stam]) act, took a risk which xiroved how thoroughly imbued
they were with the sjiirit out of which grew the revolution. The stamj)

act was but a temporary check to newsxia|ier growth ; but it must be

regarded as the manifestation of a s^iirit which these early jirinters knew
to be ever jiresent, the s^iirit to coerce the jiress into more circums}iect

allusion to the causes of friction between the colonies and the mother
country. The colon' al governments in the colonies of klussachusetts and
New York also resorted to stamx> acts as a means of raising a revenue.

Such an act was xif^^ssed in Massachusetts in 1755, and a similar act by
the assembly of New York in 1756, which was continued until January,

1760. During this xieriod the xiaxiers then x^nblished in that colony some-

times with stara^is and sometimes without them.

“These acts were xjlainly modeled iqion the English |iarliamentary law,

which then bere so heavily uxion the jiress of the mother country. The
fact that there were but two, and that they lasted so short a time, may
be acceiited as the evidence that the American colonies early recognized

the press as an instrument of poxnilar education and instruction which was
entitled to exemxition from the burdens of taxation. It is worthy of

remark that since the revolution, only two American states have attemxited

a direct tax uxoon the x^i’oducts of the x''i’e‘ss. In 17ci5, the legislature of

Alassachusctts xiassed an act imxiosing duties ux>on licensed vellum, xiarch-

ments and t^ud laid a duty of two-1 liirds of a xieuuy iqion news-

Xiaxiers and a x>enny upon almanacs, which were to be staiipjed. This act

became at once so odious that it was rexiealed before it went into eJfect,

but in the .Inly following, another act was x'ttssed which imxiosed a duty

on all advertisements inserted in the newsx'ax'<^i’^ commonwealth.
This latter act was denounced by Isaiah Thomas, then xmblisher of the

Worcester S]\y, and by many of his contemxioraries. as x^l^^cing an

improxier restraint upon the x^i’ess, and in consecxuence of it ho discon-

tinued the x'lublication of the Sx'y during the two years in which it wa.s

in oxieration. One of the sources of revenue in the state of Virginia as

recently as 184'^, was a tax on newsx)a]iers.
”

The groat circulating medium, so far as reading matter was concerned

during the colonial xa'^riod of tliis country, was'the ]>amx'hlet. • Tlie second

edition of Thomas’ History of Printing in America contains in an ax'xuuulix

\
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a catalogue of publications ])i-ior to ihe revolution of 1776. There are in

the list 7,6'^6 entries of titles, of which numlier nine-tenths, at least, are

painihilets or tract publications. At the be<^innin?i- of the pamphlet form
of publication the almanac was the favorite medium. Tlie second issue

from the Cambridtre press was an almanac, and 6.nii') copies of Ames's
famous almanac, printed by John Draper, were annually sold in the New
England colonies. As the political excitement of the revolutionary

period increased, tracts and jjamphlets came more in demand. Tlmy
were usually made up (jf letters and were signed by fictitious names, and
there is no question that they made a profound impression on the public

mind.

As early as the year 1690, there was a venture in the journalistic

field in this country. It was published in Boston under the name of

“Publick Occurrences, both Foreign and Domestick. ’ It never reached >a

second issue, for no sooner did the first appear that the authorities of

Massachusetts suppressed the paper. There are no extracts from its

columns to show why the American new.spaper. on its first appearance,

should haA’e been so violently treated. A few days after its appearance,

however, it was spoken of in the general court as “a publication which
came out contrary to law and contained reflections of a very high nature,

’

and the court thereupon strictly forbade “any thing in print without

license first obtained from those appointed by the government to grant

the same." It was the intention of the promoters of the enterprise to

publish it monthly. How much of a record of events it could contain can

be judged by the fact that it was three pages of a folded sheet, one page
being blank, two columns to a page and each page seven by eleven. It

proposed to be a comprehensive publication, for the prospectus declared

that “it is designed that the country shall be furnished once a month (or

if any glut of occurrences happen oftener) with an account of such con-

siderable things as have arrived unto our notice. In order, hereunto,

the publisher will take what pains he can to obtain a faithful relation of

all such things and will particularly make himself beholden to such per-

sons in Boston whom he knows to have been, for their own use, the

diligent observers of such matters. That which is herein proi^osed is,

first, that memorable occurrences of Divine Providence may not be neg-

lected or forgotten as they too often are. Secondly, that people every

where may better understand the circumstances of Publique atfairs, both

abroad and at home; which may not only direct their thoughts at all

times, but at some times also to assist their business and negotiations.

Thirdly, that something may be done toward the curing, or at least the

charming, of the spirit of lying, which ])revails among us, wherefore noth-

ing shall be entered but what we have reason to believe is true, repairing ta

the best fountains for information. And when there aj'pears any

material mistake in anytliing that is collected, it .shall V>e corrected in the

next. Moreover, the publisher of these occurrences is willing to en-
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that Avhoreas. there are n^any false reports, inalieionsly made, and

spread among us, if any trell minded person 'viii he at the pains to trace

any such false report, so far as to finJ out and convict the first raiser of it,,

he will in this paper (unless just advice Vjo given to the contrary) expose

the name of such itm’son as ti malicious j-aise; of a false report. It is

supposed that none will dislike thi'> proposal, but such as intend to be

guilty of so villainous a crime." A ];aper based ujion such principles

might best have been given a second trial.

According to Thomas’ History of Printing, thirty-seven papers were
published in the colonies in 1775, of which one was in New Hamp-
shire, seven in Massachusetts, two in Ehode Island, four in Connecticut,

four in New York, nine in Pennsylvania, two in ^Maryland, two in Vir-

ginia, two in North Carolina, tbu’ee in South Carolina and one in Georgia.

Of these journals, eight were in existence in isio, the time Thomas’
list was first published. In the year l!^bi the number of newspapers in

the United States had increased to 360. Not one of them, however, was
credited to Alabama, while North Carolina had ten. South Carolina ten,

and Georgia, thirteen. In the Mississippi territory, in which Alabama was
then included, there were four publications, all at Natchez, and all long

since suspended. In 1828, there were ten papers credited to Alabama,
although double that number had been attempted up to that date.

THE PRESS OF ALABAMA.

It is a difficult matter to pi’epare a satisfactoi’y jiaper on the journal-

ism of Alabama, The details are meager and the sources of information

widely scattered. There are but few records in the National Library,

and the files of the papers of the present day furnish but little informa-

tion concerning the publications of the earlier days' of the state and
territory. In April, 1^65, the files of The Montgomery Advertiser Avere

destroyed by fire. The compiler of this unsatisfactory sketch could have

easily iincovered many of the missing links in the evidence, if those files

w’ore in existence to-day. Under these disadvahtaces he has to rely upon
various sources of information, gathered here and there, and arranged

as’ best could be done, under the pressure of exacting daily labor and lack

of sufficient time in which to give as full information as the suliject

warrants. He here takes occasion to thank those who furnished him
information and enabled him largely to prepare what is Inu-e submitted.

There are indisi)utable evidences of the fact that the territory now com-
prised in the state of Alabama was early sought out by men of the old

world in search of fame and fortime. De Soto spent many weary days
and nights traversing ln>r hills and valleys. There were no sucli record-

preserving devices in those days, as are now at hand to take down every
word that is spoken, and to describe with the minutest detail every inci-

dent that occurs. 'What volumes could Vie written if the famous explorer

11 ^
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had carried alonc'' with him a print inir press and committed to p.'qier. for

the beuetit of future generations, a history of the trials through which

he passed, the character of the people who obstructed his pathway, and
a word painting of the beautiful country in all its freshness. Although
there were settlements in Alabama long antedating the territorial or

state organization there were no newspapers to tell of the dail}' life, the

progress in business, and industries and jioputation. All that is known
of those days is from neighborhood traditions and individual letters that

have been preserved and handed down from generation to generation

until put into permanent form by a Pickett. Meek or Brewer.

The new states have great advantage over their older sisters, in that

the first sign of growth in their towns is the ajipearance of the daily or

wnekly paper. The population may not be large enough to warrant a

pretentious sheet, but enterprising men knowing full well the value of

such an adjunct as a promoter of the public good, do not hesitate to

meet the deficiency in receipts, until the better time when it can stand on
its own ground. It should be the rule in every state to have a cojiy of

every publication sent to the state librarian. How easy it would be at

any time to obtain an insight into the records of each locality and of

the thousands of events whicti go to make up the history of a state and
people.

PIONEER JOURNALS OF THE STATE.

There were but few places of sufficient size to be dignified with the
name of village when the tide of immigration began to flow in upon
Alabama. Of those who came in at the time when the lands were first

offered for settlement, a much larger pro])ortion were blacks than whites,

and in corresponding proportion were the reading classes. The blacks

did not read and for years there was not sufficient white po[)ulation to

wmrrant the publication of manj' papers. This was not the case in the

state and territories north and east of Alabama. The great bulk of

settlers were white people, because the black race was kept out by
climate as well as by the hostility of the whites themselves. It is no
unusual thing, thenh'oi'o, to find jiapers published in all portions of states

no older than Alabama, which are as old as the states themselves.

In the beautiful city of Huntsville, the seat of justice of IMadison

county, in the far-famed ricli Tennessee valk-y, Alabama journalism had
its birth. It could have selected no fairer spot for its advent. In the

year- 1812, which was 272 years, after the invasion of Alabama territory

by the Spaniards under the leadership of Ferdinand do Soto (1540), five

years before it became a separate political division as a territory (1817),

and .seven years before it entered into the sisterliood of states (b'-'ltH the

initial number of the first Alabama newspaper was placed before the

public. Its promoter, publisher and master-spirit was a man by the

' name of Parham. The obtainable facts connected with it are few. It

was called the IMadison Gazette, and judging by the little that can be
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learned concerning: its length of da^’s, it is fair to conclude that it was a

literary and financial failure. Huntsville, now a refined and fiourishing

city, was then scarcely a village and was unable to properly nurse the

infant which it mothered.

Although this first venture in Alabama journalism was unsuccessful

from every standpoint, so far as those pecuniarily and otherwise inter-

ested in the project were concerned, yet it stands to-day as a monument
to the industi'}’, intrepidity, courage and enterprise of its founder.

Some one had to be immolated upon the financial and literary altar, and

to serve as the corner stone upon which the stately structure of journal-

ism must rest. Men of practical wisdom and of unquestioned sagacity

thought the venture, as a business one, was the idle dreaming of an im-

practical dreamer. The new business, heretofore unknown in that or any
other locality in Alabama, not only proved to be a bad breadwinner for

the first man who embarked in it, but he was forced to bear also the

humiliation of failure and to be the subject of unjust and cruel remark.

The people were not in sufficient numbers to properly support it. and
more probably they were not ready for the newspaper. They were as

ready then, however, as they would have been to-day, had not some one

started a paper and put them to thinking. They no doubt had an igno-

rant prejudice against the press, similar to that harbored to-day by many
people against an innovation—an untried something. That same preju-

dice would now exist against the press, if it was just being brought into

use. The fact that Huntsville was a small place in 1812, and the country

environing it was sparsely settled, of course, was not without significance

in the matter of the failure of x\labama's first newspaper ; but there were
more potent reasons to which the sup]iosed brevity of its existence may
be ascribed. A paper could and would exist as long on Pike's Peak, as

it could and would in London. Paris, or New A"ork, without patronage,

without the countenance and financial support of the public. The peo-

ple were crude and old fashioned in their notions. They had to be edu-

cated into a fondness for reading the newspaper, and of seeing their

names—that is, those engaged in business—in print in the advertising

column, just as the latter day politician, who has a knack of cunningly
courting the interview, likes to see his views on political questions aired

in the public press. Moreover, they had to be trained up to the idea of

knowing and realizing the great material value of the press to the com-
munity and the countrjq as well as its great advantage as an educator, an
intellectual iiabulum. To do this, somebody had to experiment at a sac-

rifice: somebody had to make tlie break. The second mocspaper venture

in Madison county, was the Huntsville Advocate in 181;'). The name of

the founder of the paper is not ascertainable, from the material at hand.

It, however, had a long life, and was a political power in north Alabama.
It had many owners and editors, but became most widely known dtiring
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the management of W. B. Figures for some years before, during and

after the war. It was suspended about twelve year.s ago.

The first issue of the Alaiiama Bepublican in Huntsville was Janu-

ary 1, 1.^17, by J. Boardinan. It was still published in January, by
Henry Adams. Again in vol. I,, Xo, I, of tiie Southern Advo-

cate and Huntsville Advertiser appeared as the result of consolidation of

the Alabama Republican and the .Advocate, I». h'arriss & Co. being the

publishers.

The Huntsville Democrat made its debut in December, 1&20, and still

stands as one of the landmarks of Alabama journalism Philip "VYoodson

was the original proprietor and conducted it for many years. It was
long under the control of J. Withers Clay. It is to-day standing by the

faith of its founders and of all who havm been connected with it, and is

unique in this, that it is edited, printed, and Us business conducted by the

Misses Clay, daughters of its former editor and proprietor, hlr. J. Withers

Clay, who is disabled from paralysis. This was the fourth attempt at

publishing a paper in the S})irng City, and two of them were at the same
time in existence. In the meantime the place had grown considerably

and numerically better able to support a i^aper when the Democrat was
started, than it was when the first venture was made. By this time, a

considerable taste had been developed among the young ambitious men
of the state for literary pursuits, and the op^iortunity for writing offered

some inducement to those having a view to business, as well as the glitter-

ing gold that might be ground out of a printing x;>ress. Since that date Madi-

son county has not been without one or more newspapers. It is impossible

to recall from memory all those that have been established and ceased to

exist. In the city of Huntsville, there has always been a number of

strong and gifted writers who made the newspapers readable and whose
articles on any subject were sure to attract attention. At the present

time, three papers are published in the county. The Democrat, now in

its seventy-third year, the Mercury and the Argus. The last two
named have daily, as well as weekly, editions.

In the year 1813, there was a paper established by Thomas Easton, at

Saint Stephens, the county* seat of Washington county, in the southern
part of the state, but we have a very obscure account of it. At that

time. Saint Steplnms was a of considerable importance and wa.s

soon afterward the seat of government of the territory. To-day there

is but little left to tell that, in the early days of the century, it bid fair

to become the loading city of a great state. There was no complete tile

of this second entry into the field of journalism preserved. It was,

however, })ul^Hshed several years, for thefe is part of a tile of it for one
year in the Congressional Library at Washington. Vol. 4. This was pub-
lished in 1>^19, and still under the management Thomas Easton, bearing

the name of the Halcyon and the Tombickbe Put)lic Advertiser.
^ In a

number of the issue of this volume is an advertisement by B. F. Eslin
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and D. B. Sanderson for proposal to publish a weekly paper at Cahaba,

to be called the Republican Constellation, and another by Gabriel F. ISIott

for proposals to publish the Sun and Alabama Advertiser at Blakely,

now in Baldwin county. At that early date. Blakely bid fair to be quite

a city by reason of its deep water facilities, but its glory long ago de-

parted. It will figure in history as the scene-of some of the fiercest fight-

ing of the war in 1^(55. between the Federal and Confederate troops.

After the lapse of seventy-nine years, another paper, the Washington
County Times, Avas established at St. Stephens in 181C. There is nothing

in history, the records of which are more imperfectly kept than those

relating to a publication which springs into existence and dies, and some
other publication is not establislied upon its ruins. This was particularly

true in the early days of Alabama journals; and moi’e particularly so

W’here the field in which the paper Avas published became extinct as a

journalistic field, and almost extinct as a place, as was the case with

Saint Stephens. Thenadays. the jieople did not liaAm the remotest appre-

ciation of the A'alue of historical material. St. Stephens is hardly knoAvn

to people AA'ho liA’e within fifty miles of it, and all that can be authen-

tically said about its neAVspaper, Avhich was begun in 1813, is that it lived,

died and Avas coA’ered up in obli\'ion. Like the ex'ploded bubble upon the

bosom of the great Pacific, it left no traceable mark behind it.

In 1814 a publication in French and English Avas established at Alobile

by George Childs, and the next in that city, the Mobile Gazette and
General Advertiser, Avas by a man named Cotton, in 1816.

In the latter part of the year 1819. John W. ToAvnsend published in iSIo-

bile a paper, which was merged Avith some other paper in a year or tA\'o

afterward. In 18i!l-2. the [Mobile Daily Patriot Avas established, and .shortly

afterward the [Mobile Register, the [Morning Chronicle. [Mercantile AdA'er-

tiser, and in addition others that Avere only short-lived. The Register and
the Patriot AA’ere merged into tlie "Register and Patriot," in the late

thirties and the Mercantile AdA^ertiser and Morning Chronicle into the

"AdAmrtiser and Chronicle" about the same time. TheA' continued to

occupy the field as riA'al journals, until during the Avinter of 1801-62,

when the Register and the Advertiser united their fortunes (the dual

nomenclature of lioth papers haA'ing long ])reA'iously been aijandoned)

and became one paper known thenceforth as the "Register and AdA'ertiser.
’’

About 1850. the Evening XeAvs Avas started by Sidney Benjamin and
maintained a separ;Me existence until aiiout 185S-9, when the outfit Ava.s

purchased by tlie proprietors of the AdA'ertiser. Avho kept the paper in the

field as an "evening edition ' of the latter.

During the forties, the [Mobile Daily Herald Avas started on its journal-

istic career by Mr. H. Ballantyne, and near the same time the Alabama
Tribune (L. A. Middleton, editor and proprietor) ap}>eared, folloAved

' pretty soon by the Alabama Planter, a Aveekly agricultural publieafiion of

Avhich Wesley W. McGuire Avas editor and proprietor. These three



I'-fit.Al /;7f'.r»VMr<klVH»Q ftOSrK»fcitc<S *a

tkU ^rV.wHn:* 'A^J '.'{^'>a«
b9lI«o arf oj

%l,i,,jil t« r:- '<r4>A owi(4/v :to «»« 'Ot
..,

»+ij,(p '.d ot tij.' •'..! v^lWli’lH lA' fli woff

Tv -ft
1^*

-^{'>it
•>'"' .It-i;> ip tv^ti&i4"&iif *».<)• •‘®^*’i^*{

n,' :-, ,.{> // i,d; .V.'].IM ‘Otljccui T ©«mr.v;«MV'5.H »t> yHjd Ml 'i?*nA

- mv.IT /'-I «i ^PTf.;-dP. ’d !i>. jr;‘(kUd.jfen» fj?v/ ;««»«! iT '<Mt»oO

'';vid fi ->i
-•>'•». doirU/ >'’i-

om- a lai.*: -'.-i< U*I« 0Jt4

••t-,«Ui‘>i;*«.u. -/! V .uiT .enirts«^f.fb«F toft 'W m»diiniWoq wrJlo

U /'-wdS'^ft'^iO'] Mfoifl Ui*S iiUJttIrJ/i

^-.^'rr’h'r.. I.-.f»lW«q «/»

ii Avwrl 7 :t I:u! ;}0 {.,djrolwm Jo .t^ift^!^ ©rfi 1o aoflMp

.,Xl*M. '"d n^P> USU3 IfD him M io .ffiMw ifjM oriv <a<|0^ OJ v

f.-./u ’i ( iii r-l .KIh; u.l itp’^

•<f]j du'iff iJCl Iv.lK.fqV.^ 4$6r/,lM<? nf rUJ

Mvi »iifi..(,f Oft 'h^^u rn^oa

bi'iiri

*lii<o!/; ;.l ! ..l«4:.->i:l6„ w-,f ,l«.lD.«a''i,..i (i::«ai"l 4 i'«i '•;-'!i"”"; “,

jyi-ri ixi SmMf-fy 0^ Wf- ^f^inw*

~rdr .pi
,7/ ^ tlMf fl,

'

py^dtf) tdkws ii.ti'i/. {»>'i.tr?sffi8. .arv .foifiw /p>q«q, « f>Jia

Ij.-,
v<27/ * '‘(-1 ti4icft:»£^

4- Jn«wtG3l6

I :'m>».fsiO tt.<^li.f'fV t£ c)iU /iejshi'i/f vvy<‘]f^ ’dr Irtovi^lU.

iy.=aJ.h(»4H-i{r»T 3r».^ iti bn« :

i hfm ^'-nvi-^v^a;' t*#
'

iiniVr »J‘-', hiio 'swiV‘ir>viv/v 7rf|0«-^d'^ aftll’jitn

Ti/itt' pJli . te
uli 7imnf(> VUw .M0m0
jigsi'i !'«»•'* tiii' A ’mW biifi

,i!<,)r’:Vi<j>T^»|.' Vid-’tjvi .!khM'> tj-ird/s|9Ui>tQ<«i.'

•Hvf ,'!-.4LS‘J'’'>‘^f*A
WVt'd0t7i|OT( 'dtt V<J hoamh't^H

k*
' riB i4» hIM

-burtr*.4
Ml

.BnuidJirA '.’tiJ 0)oVt bfw<

tir,74<>nid' i’UxWtijmq '^' 4^

&$1uit '^^.^IT .•i<’f'.i'J»iO ^M Ittite WltJb^^ ‘ ./» '<7W4»W fUiOTI

ow; Til ia; - A, r; (!' ;(’1';-.<

7' ' 'f*f- ba'- ..' l'^^•i^’'!<^il

•C:v . /. 'n; ii.'.'C'R •’’)

IHiy ') A' ''d Mil"! i

^Ua:' 'a> ' I).' .*'•< f 1

Md.t ,,j ii

-q i ,
•>»,'.'i Ifno 7M‘.iT

rV! i‘i *.7*l.<'' '7; 'i

»»•{'*( {!.' 1,/j-
•

;
ii"Mi 'i .(, I'.i ' l: ' ' ”

'

. iW .*• I'/tjA ..'
. ‘I’

5>»ui /lli/tri t'.',: i /;-.i(l>

acW <hh>'' *>M ri'JtNr

uifj at •JM/|t;ii^ Mj. l IqA'v



166 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

papers were merged during the decade as “the Herald and Tribune” and
became known suV)sc([untly as the Mobile Tribune, tlie name “Alabama
Planter” being retained for a year or two as the designation of the weekly
edition which, however, was shortly discontinued. The Mobile Tiilnme

lived until lb7l\ and then died. Two or three etforts were made to revive

it, but the new paper under an old name in each case was short lived,

the last publication being about 18^0.

About ivlessrs. W. W. McGuire. A. G. Horn and J. H. Gindrat

commenced the puidication of the Mo1)ile Daily Mercury. This paper
lasted two or three years, leaving the field to tlie three dailies, Mobile

Advertiser. Mobile Register and Mobile Tribune; the Evening News hav-

ing now become the afternoon edition of the Daily Advertiser, as previ-

ously stated.

When the Federal troops entered 2^Iobile inxVpril. 1805, one of the first

acts of the military was the suppression of the newspapers— "Register and
Advertiser.” and “Tribune.” Shortly afterward the material of the “Reg-

ister and Advertiser” was seized by order (or autliority) of Gen. Canby,

and with this was started by E. O. Haille. the Mobile Daily News. The
News (name changed to the Times) continued in existence until 1868-69,

when Col. W. D. Mann became purchaser of the Register and Advertiser

and the Daily Times and merged the two papers in one, known thereafter

as the Daily Register.

Since the war, there have been several newspaper ventures, but they

have as a rule been of such an ephemeral character as to be liardly worth
naming. The Morning Chronicle, estabished in 1878 (born and died the

same year) by a joint stock company, Leslie E. Brooks, editor; the Tele-

gram, W. A. Battaille & Co., publishers, in 1881, the Monitor in 1880 and
perhaps one or two others belong to this class.

The Daily News, an afternoon publication, began its existence about

two years ago and is still on tlie boards. The Weekly Item. .John P.

Cothran, proprietor, is a non-political paper devoted principally to local

topics, has entered upon the twelfth volume and is ap[)arently in a pros-

perous condition.

In addition to the above, several unsuccessfid efforts have been made
to establish literary magazines, weelxdy papers and advertising publica-

tions. Of all the many etforts in tliis line, dating back as far as the rec-

ords extend, the Register alone lives, a briglit example of “the survival

of the fittest."

It might have been stated, in connection with the pai)ers of the ante

bellum period, that they were all edited with signal al)ility. The Register

was edited at different periods by such strong men as Thaddeus Sanford,

Samuel H Wilson and Alex B. Meek. The Advertiser passing from the

hands of Solomon Smith, the noted theatrical manager of that period

(1838), into those of Col. C. C. Langdon. became at once the organ of

the whig party in Alabama, as it was in fact tlu' first whig pajier in the
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state; in 1852, Col. Langdon disposed of his interest to Mr. Mdlli^^ G.

Clark, who wielded the tripod until the consolidatiori previously men-

tioned. The Herald and the Triubne were started as independent in poli-

tics, but soon after this consolidation championed what was termed the

“Southern wing of the Democracy," and later still was an out-and-out

secession organ favoring the election of “Troop and Quitman” and
“Breckinridge and Lane,” when tlie.se presidential camlidates were in the

field, hlr. Ballantyne was recognized as one of the able editors of his

time and his editorials, though tinged at all times with bitter sarcasm,

were considered by those of his political faith unanswerable ; this paper,

too, had many able outside contributors, among whom were Maj. H. G.

Humphries, Hillary Foster, C. P. Kobinson, Maj. T. Walthall and

others.

The first educational journal that the state ever had was brought out

in Mobile, October 1. 1843. twenty five years after the establishment of

the Academician, in New York city (1818), the first educational journal

established in this continent. It was a monthly publication, and was
called the Southern Educational Juarnal and Family Magazine. F. H.

Brooks was the founder of the publication, and it was run under his

management and editorship during its existence, but the precise length

of the period of its existence cannot here be stated with due regard for

accuracy. Mobile was also the birth place of the first magazine in Ala-

bama. Its title was the Bachelor's Button, established in 1837 by
William H. Smith, afterward famous in the literary and political history

of- the state. It was published monthly and lived tliough five issues.

The Eegister has been a central figure in the commercial and political

life of Alabama. Commencing with the birth of the state, it has kept

pace with its progress. It has always been a democratic paper and a

political power from the date of its first issue. A record of those who
have been connected with it, would disclose names known not only over

the state, but the whole union, among them x\.. B. Meek, gifted as a

scholar and a poet. One of its earlier editors. Tliaddeus Sanford, was
the Thomas Ritchie of Alabama, and in recognition of his party loyalty

and zeal he was appointed to the collctorship of customs at the port of

Mobile, in the days when its shipping and imj'orting interests, were im-

mensely greater than they are to-day. In the memorable campaign of

Stephen A. Douglas for the presidency, ami under the editorship of the

gifted John Forsythe, the Register achieved greater reputation than it

had ever before enjoyed. Its articles were widely copied and compli-

mented fo]’ their vigor of thought and grace of expression. Mr. For-

sythe's comiection with journalism Vjegan in ls42. He settled in Mobile
to practice law and was soon aftei’ward appointed United States district

attorney for the southern district of Alabama. He returned to his old

home in Columbus, Ga.. where business interests. O('ca.sioned by tire death

of his father, demanded liis attention and presence. Wlnle tlnu-e he
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practiced law and edited with siirnal ability the Columbus Times, a lead-

ing democratic newspaper. He returned to iMobile in and at once

entered journalism, buying the Register from its then proprietor, Mr.

Thaddeus Sanford, and lie remained with it until his death. In 1856, he
received from Mr. Pierce, the appointment of minister to IMexico. He
accepted and served the United States in that capacity for two years,

when he resigned because his efforts to secure satisfaction for wrongs
done to American citizens were not supported by iSIr. Buchanan. He was
elected to the legislature from IMobile county in 1859. and mayor of the

city in H60. and more than once since 1^05. the county's representative in

the general assembly. The persent editor of the Register, Col. Joseph
Hodgson, has wide reputation as author and editor. One of the most
readable as well as instructive works on events leading up to and con-

nected with the late war between the states, is a volume from his phn
entitled: The Cradle uf tlie Confederacy.” He was connected with the

Montgomery Mail from 1865 to 1870. and was for one term, from 1870 to

1872, the state superintendent of education.

The Mobile Advertiser. al)ove referred to, we take it, without other

data at hand to .show to the contrary, antedated the Register. When
political parties were fairly before the people of Alabama and seeking

^
popular favor, the Advertiser was a tower of strength for the whig
household. It was always well edited and well managed. Mr. W. G.

Clark, for many of its later years the business director and manager, is

one of the most capable men of the state. IMr. Clark wms a great friend

of .the public schools and his name is thoroughly identified with the

splendid system now in operation in IMobile. He is now one of the trust-

ees of the state university, and in recognition of his great services in

that capacity, one of the .splendid halls erected within the university

grounds at Tuscaloosa, within the past few years was named Clark Hall.

The name of Charles C. Langdon is indissolubly connected with the his-

ory of the klobile Advertiser, for he was its editor in the most stormy
])eriod of its political existence. Ho was a native of Connecticut, but

became a citizen of Alabama when about twenty years of age, settling

with hi.s brother, Levi Langdon, at Marion. Perry county, where they

were engaged in merchandising. He went to [Mobile in but tlie

business house with which he was connected met with disaster in the

finagcial crash of 1^36 and '37. He had developed great ability as a

writer and was a favorite with the wliigs. having been one of their can-

didates for the legislature in 1^38. He was defeated, but his party bought
the Advertiser in a few months after the election and placed him in

editorial charge. He was ('looted to the legislature at the two succeeding

elections, after which he gave his undivided attention to his editorial

duties until l'^I8. when ho was elected mayor of Mobile, to which position

he was annually elected, with one excei>tion. until 1"'55. In 1''53, Ire sold

his interest in the Advertiser and retired to a fruit farm, which he had



!)iw» "'i'

mU
.•*fl

'^•

">H .V'

H

'*

.^'1 09V. < • •
‘

/.u/va4K^
^

. ,„ ..:m„k-<,i iwMHji'i -a

I, »,i ...tort- wMs**! mS
..(, K.a li'.m Ji ,)j4!«:(kWii>««i »«f“ ^Iwrf «»»«>^

,„.u «fc ^
, „.,,^(W f Al fw**'*"* 1«l "»<*»

•lj(t 'If' '' '

i,

j’, j- ».*t.i1. 1

}..-i W -.'‘JJ

il 'I' f/i'JI .

'

'1

^•1.;. Wifi fi,n'l1

.,*>•, ('i.T’7' I.’,-;
'•

.;..t '-''tfl M!'' *
'

I niJ,

r"'j

u,n;Mov « K{ -'i'J

,,.,„|.i, hm -!i..v .-M '-wr .“t j ^.n^ .

1,1 ,. tv..-. 'f .'fit ;.wr.li'*J«« '-“U oj v»» «» r-M
.

-
,

.Ml ,....bvla7!,-. IM ‘>(<(.Mf.l
. .; ,'^..t., -rnv.*\ lOluaoG

.. |lv^ yt.J 'I'JT
' I ..; i(*^ 1

1

m

‘'i /.)
"

*

•
1

'

.,- ,.«•«}« f.j*firri«orf -*rff ‘hifli ^ '(umfi. tol ,.^ t0lO

Ihi-.h' t7/ru

arh (ivyt il''t

M'il .,0 <y>' ,/'Mlt *!*..*'.
- f^jv4 ,7,.rif45iTlMYiWf <^4^0 fltli” 'lO

< / -1
: . . ^ t i i Jtl f

til

, , ,,
•• -jwn .a* to w«, .«(>»'(»' t««“ "'ll

.a, :,;.K vlt!-a..OTOrf) M «..ti4 dil- fe.rl

- -
'

’•*'/ itfSt ‘‘rf.fct)3«4 fltlj -lO

.t:;i 'k> -".RVi.
trr .•. ‘<i’^"i '<«.

Mil
1 1. v •'/

: ifU

- j. 1

1

iM" 't

,. ti.

„,«„ .. v, »,W «>'» --•‘I
"i®*" *v.Wo l 1«

• :J

j-l'.jM’ tHv.. '

,lli lit •!(

fL.si T, 'yi I
! 1

' >
'tl

V'aI .
. : f‘.

'Ml MI'iV f.l'l

.
_ <! •. i..;i{ 7; 7 ;

,'

'

:
1'.. I

' '
.

1

;

ii(f/al.iC ’’

.»fv,- ,,ir i--'
"' -

' 1 ' ^- r ‘'M t Ui

.. !M. '
'. fi. ''<v

li'H |o:-'V

r-KvaU ,.

,.vt’ ,p4./ ^
i!'>M .'»'*«* **^ '"'*

.,H It l,»ts.:y>'' '*:»*

|,..r.lti<.» ,,-1' o.i il-ni--,. it-iiw

1. lo.d *.H .» 4»«« «»w »« *"';

„ft.-, ffu-i b' hi(v (f.O
^ _ f..,:,..j f.ytT f/.l

tilrutt-'>l V,'v M .-.MjlMf
‘'^

jri IIM.I li 'Vitio- 'mu: .aolnol ::~Jr<

,61 US ‘.sit ’.‘t 'lutut.lt*

,,,„,„.3SS ...n-ti »tl*..:.ui V, <} » «i r«iMO-rf./l ^
...t 0..I .«

i.,.i-,taw»» .,J s.i MSa »B«« ‘“I'"*

mujlwusf •N«» «.
.’’If

’

f
„**1:J JWMb* H

<i> T
'

'-A

V‘

'^v'‘

*

... 1». i



ALABAMA JOUKNALISM. 169

establisliecl in the Avcstern part of Mobile county. He made the Adver-

tiser durin" his connection with it. the foi-emost whig paper of the state,

and conducted it with great force daring the exciting campaigns of

and 1844, as well as during tlie compromise days of IbaU and Isal. when
a southern rights organization was atteinpted, and which he urgently

opposed. He never lost his fondness for journalism, for, until the day of

his death, he v.’as a ready and vigorous writer, and articles over his sig-

nature often graced the columns of the Mobile and Montgomery pa])ers.

He established and published for quite a while an agricultural monthly.

Col. Langdon was an active participant in the campaign of 1^6t>. and on

the stump and with his pen advocated the election of Bell and Everett.

He was a gifted speaker as well as writer. In the canvass of I8al. he

was the whig candidate for congress from the Mobile district, and while

it was something of a forlorn hope, he came near winning the prize. ’He
was opposed to secession, but went with his state and was an ardent siqn

porter of the Confederate cause. At the hrst election, in 1865, after the

close of hostilities, he was elected as one of the representatives in con-

gress from Alabama. The party in power refused to recognize his claim

and he and the other representatives were refused admission. He again

retired to his country home, but wrote a series of articles for the

National Intelligencer in defense of the claims of Alabama to representa-

tion in congress, which attracted great attention. He was several times

elected to the legislature after that. During the administration of Gov-

ernor O'Neal he was appointed secretary of state to fill a vacancy. No
act of Governor O'Neal’s gave more satisfaction to the people of Ala-

bama than this appointment, for he had especial claims upon them. He
was nominated twice afterward by democratic conventions, and elected,

and died while in office. It was held by some that he was too (tld. being

over eighty years of age, and quite feeble, when last nominated, but the

convention declared by its actions that he should die in the harness.

The history of the press in Tuscaloosa county Itegan with the publi-

cation of tlie American Mirror in by Thomas IM. Davenport, about

two years after the appearance of the first white settlers in that porti(jii

of the state. Daveniiort had two daughters. They were both good
printers and did most of the typography and niuclt <jf the editing tliat was
put ujmn the klirror. One of them after\rard married a Scotch printer

by the name of Dugald klcFarland. He purchased the Mirror from Dav-

enport in 1827 and changed the name to the Tuscaloosa Chronicle. For
several years he continued the publication of the Chronicle with the

assistance of his wife and her sister, iMiss Sarah Da\'enport. Ho was
state printer and tlius added considerably to the treasury of the

Chronicle.

K. B. Brickell of Hunstville. Ala., publisht'd a prns]')cctus in the Mir-

ror, in 1824, of "The Political Synopsis.” a paper which he pn'iposed to

establish in Tuscaloosa in the near future. But if ho carrit'd out his
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pui’pose, his bantling died in early youth and lett no sign on the sands

of time.

Seth Barton was perhaps the most remarkable of the early ne\vspax:)er

writers of Tucaloosa. He was an ail round remarkable man, if not a

genius. He came from Vlrgina lo Tuscaloosa in 1.^21, and "hung out his

shingle" as a lawyer. He was a Chesterheld, when sober, and cowboy
w'hen in liquor, and it might be "very well said of him,

* lu ]>eace. the gentle gale of Spring

In war the INIountaiu Storm,'’

He was elected to the legislature in lS2a, over Henry W. Collier, by
the casting vote of the sheriff on a tie.

Judge William R. Smith gives him the credit of the authorship of a

famous hunting song, which vras published first in the Spectator, a paper
which will be noticed further on. The concluding verse will give some
idea of the whole

:

“ Now .Jack-son "twines of all the crcjwcl.

Was daintiest in his pickin,

For he was born a Methodist,

And had a love for chicken;

The partridge was his favorite feast.

For these he had a sctte.’;

Tho’ turkeys gobbled very well.

Jack Viue.s could gobble better.
”

The local hits made the poem famous, and Judge Willi^im E. Smith
says, in his reminiscences, that it elected Barton to the legislature. Bar-

ton did editorial work on the IMirror, Chronicle and Intelligence and

wrote nothing which was not unique. He removed from Tuscaloosa to

New Orleans in lb,21, and was first minister to Venezuela and subse-

quently solicitor of tho treasury under Polk. He died in Washington
city, in 1850.

The Alabama Sentinel made its first aj)pearance in Tuscaloosa in 1825.

Thomas Grantham brought hi.s printing outfit from Huntsville, and was
both editor and proprietor of the ]iaper. tlunigh Washington IMoody, who
subsequently became a leading lawyer and banker in Tuscaloosa, did all

the editorial work that was worthy of the name, during the early history

of tho paper. A. M. Robinson, a Kentuckian, was editor after Moody's
connection with the paper closed. It came as a sort of legend tliat

Grantham’s paper was well nigh destroyed by the publication of a poem
which was written by Judge William R. Smitli, then, a brilliaut youth
in Tuscaloosa, aqd clandestinely piddished in the Intelligence by a

printer who put up the joke. It was as follows:

“ There is a girl iu our towu,
' She has a pretty nose;

The only fault al)out her is

She walks with pigeon toes.
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“ I meet her everj' morulii?.

Au'i my heart with fervor glows;

And I confess the witchery,

Despite the pigeon-toes.

“ And when I see her slippers,

Just when the drapery tlows,

I won ler how sue i ankles

Could sprout with pigeon-toes.

“ I'll go and see the doctor.

And ask him if he knows.

If there is anything on earth —
To straighten pigeon-toes."

The Spirit of the Age was established by Alexander Robinson in 1829,

and was a success from the beginning, owing mainly to its literary excel-

lence. But Robinson was more a man of genius than a man of affairs,

and the success of the Spirit of the Age was no adequate compensation

for him, for the drudgery of its publication. He discontinued the paper
in 1833. The Chronicle of .July 6, 1829, informs us, at a Fourth of

July banquet in Tuscaloosa, Mr. Robinson responded as follows to the

toast, Government— "As little of it as possible, and let all take a part in

it." McGuire. Henry & McGuire commenced the publication of the Ala-

bama State Intelligence in lS2d, and it was continued under different

managements until 1834. The first editors were Erasmus IValker and
Thomas H. IViley, with A. iSI. Robinson, associate editor.

James I). Ferguson began the publication of the Flag of the Union in

1833, and P. H. 2*Iay was its first editor. Later on Hale & Eaton became
the proprietors, with Samuel D. Hale editor, and soon thereafter, and up

to 1846, when the paper changed ownership and name, Hale & Phelan
were the publishers.

James W. Warren, an Englishman, who came from Wetumpka. Ala.,

where he was connected with AVilliam L. Yancey in the publication of

the Wetumpka Argus, was the purchaser. He changed the name to "The
Observer and Flag of the Union. " The following was kept at the mast-

head of the Flag of the Union:

The True I.ssue.—Shall ours be a government of the banks, or a gov-
ernment of tlie people? Shall we have a constitutional treasury, or an
unconstitutional Xational Bank? Shall we have a constitutional currency
of gold and silver, or one of irredeemable paper? Shall we live under
the despotism of a moneyed aristocracy, or under the safeguards of a free

constitution?—Washington City Chronicle.

And the subjoined notice was kept standing as a warning to subscrib-

ers :

Notice.

—

Shin plasters, Muggin s bills, nor any other kind of pa}ier,

save the notes of sj)ecie paying banks, will hereafter be received at this

office in jiayment of accounts due us.

This was the first newspaper that grew to full manhood in Tuscaloosa.

It became a power in politics, and was recognized as one of the ablest
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papers in tiie state. A. B. Meek was its <‘ditor at one time, and in it was
first published his celelirated poem, "Lind of the South, ’ which now ap-

pears in his book of poems-as a part of "The Day of Fre(Klom, ’’ a poem
of thirty pages. Meek & McGuire at one time owned an interest in the

Flag of the Union. McGuire moved to IMobile and became one of the pro-

prietors of the Tribune, and .Judffe Meek was one of the editors of the

Mobile Register, from 1847 to

Adam, the rh^'iner, a coal black negro, furnished rhymes for the Flag
of the Union, and for several other papers of his day. He was always

ready to bet that he could furnish ten rhymes to any ordinary word, and

the following are subjoined as an illustration, which .Judge 'William li.

Smith gives in his Reminiscences of Tuscaloosa. A ivager was made and

Adam was given "Jack’’ as the word, and he proceeded:
#

“Lawyer Jack '

Is all the crack

Aul sharp on track,

He'll clear your smack.

Charges a stack,

But if you lack

—

Goi save your back.

From Glover’s twack.

High diddle, ho diddle, Paddy whack,

,
Colver, gives old nig a snack."

Judge Smith also gives the following from Adam:

“Rensom, Peter,

Is no big eater.

Because the creter.

Very well knows,

As I suppose,
' That bacon and greens is sweeter.’’

Here is another specimen:

“Murphy, .Jerry,

Is fond, very.

Of wine, sherry.

And whiskey, cherrj’. '

Because, forsooth they make him merry.

So is Ned Berry;

And raw-bone Rube that keeps the ferry."

The Tuscaloosa Expositor was established in Tuscaloosa as a wdiig

organ in 1834 by Alexander H. Robinson and .John D. Davenport, the for-

mer being the editor, and was succeeded by the Independent Monitor in

1837.

The Southron was a literary magazine established in Tuscaloosa in

1830 and was edited with eminent ability by A. B. Meek. I-iobert A.

Eaton was the ])ublisher. It lived but six months, through six issues,

and died from starvation; although no magazine of a luirely literary idiar-
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acter, in this country, has had abler contributors, as ihe following partial

list will show:

Mrs. Ellen B. Freeman, Tuscaloosa; Miss Elizabeth M. Allison. Mo-
bile; Mrs. Caroline L. Hale, Mobile; Mrs. Volney E. Howard, Jackson,

Miss.; Joseph H. Ingraham, Esq. (author ot ‘Eafitt^-,
”

"The Southwest,"

and "Burton, or the Sieges",'. Natcliez. Miss ; Professor F. A. Bernard.

University of Alabama: Rev. Albert A. Muller (author of "Sunset at

Rome"). Clarksville, Tenn. ; Henry IV. Hilliard, Montgomeiy, Ala.; Prof.

R. T. Brumby. University of Alabama: Rev. Xorman ,Pinne> . Mobile,

Ala.; Hon. Richard Henry AVilde. Angusta, Ga. : Henry Thompson, Esq.,

Tallapoosa, Ala.; Prof. Henry Tutwiler, Marion, Ala.; Win. R. Smith,

Esq., Tuscaloosa, Ala.; J. M. h^ield Esq. (author of "Tag’s Pilgrim

age," a poem). Mobile; Rev. George Felix Heard, IVlobilo; Philander La- *

Vergie, Esq., Tuscaloosa. Ala.; Timothy Flint (author of "Francis

Berrien, " etc., etc.). La.; Alexander B. Meek. Esq., Tuscaloosa. Ala.; Rev.

J. N. Matfit, Natchez. Miss. : Hon. A. B. Longstreet (author of "Georgia

Scenes"), Augusta. Ga. ; Samuel A. Halo, Esq., Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Win.

Gilmore Simms, Esq. (author of "Guy Rivers," "The Partisan," etc.).

Charleston.

Bakus W. Huntington wrote "Bacon and Greens," which was pub-

lished in the Southron and subsequently event the rounds of the news-

paper press. It is worthy of a place here.

BACON AND GREENS. ,

’

i have lived long enough to be ra'-ely mistaken .

And borne mj- full share of life's changealjle scenes.

But my woes have been solaced by goorl givens and bacon.

And my joys have been doubled by bacon and greens.

What a thrill of rememfu-ance e'en now they awaken.

Of childhood's gay morning and youth's merry scene.s.

When, one day, we had greens and a plate of full bacon.

And the next, we had bacon and a plate of full greens.

Ah! well I remember when sad and forsaken,

Heart-rung by the scorn of a Hiss in her teens.

How I rushed from her sight to my loved greens and bacon.

And forgot my despair over bacon and greens.

When the lianks refused specie and credit was shaken.

I shared in the wreck and was ruineil in means,

iVIy friends all declared I hail not saved my bacon.

But they lied—for I still had my l>acon aicl greens.

Oh! there is a ch irm in this dish rightly taken.

That, from custards and ji'Uies, an epicure weans.

Stick your fork in the fat—wrap your greens round the bacon.

And you'll vow there is nothing like bacon and greens.

If some fairy a grant of three wishes would make one

So worthless as I, and so laden with sins,

I'd wish all the greens in the woi-M—tlien tlie bacon

—

And then wish a little more bacon and greens.



u I X
iu.JS’lu.j.i| -- ^ :; 4,

. ,,

>' -

-- lliir Jail

«14 n,. .U ,'r.l«ii:r :»»M t«*ca^-iaiT^ t-iI13

otH’'
’ *j&ifla:, >.l! ikp»40i .aa^

,

1.. ti*(-.iiiU ;*L- y«^5i lo'

,1.1-tq ; J,ij. r ...•.4^':
.<

vnao *1 >uuiy‘.<'^, .V'.ijf
,-^<f/ninJJ ,T ^

' 1W.3 :/. ..M."' *> > v;u,,v.il ;
.noH ; .bIA

Wl,"' !>' ‘orlJUJ?)
,

JJitofi .M -V t .<>iA '^^oiAi^T ^
•
j«a

-10 'u.rU.'Mr' ^arK ^.«14 v.:f>«a

/. .3 :.M/. .^onlK'>vwT a
’'Vi-i !

“-»** ?'! '(oti.Ciiij -S' 7* ,tit>'l;V;..Eisl'1)i5 >X /X

•
rt -ps'itt hmst^

T>iu
'

tT.r'.*ua ^H'l’- 7.i^a- U sitMJsllO

- . 4u>Ja«Ii4wiO

*tffr/f r|ni^- • -n'.^-VO i'ifm noi'trr .Y/ wj-^S
,

j

....,,,,3 l,i(j w. :i>it;i<.u '>iti 5/i-^v/'
&a-if ,wnUj^i-« odi «f IwiIsW

.ttifinl ra)jj.l« fi M' Ei tl -EKiinq

aJ

,
u<»k'44(M rti'li i

if.,4 U»7.

mO:/ .'< Inuji r<M''f'^^^^ Vi ^‘'•'*^ *(,W HiH

.rt.Ki^t’;! Ia;« iiA'**4<< v<t fn^Utuori «iat.!HV/'.

lf>.:-v,i</-)> <,‘‘4* '«*•''« »*V iii'Jjii rt

7'(’if4tfi -‘‘dTi/'V't 1' " 7- *''**' 7^13 «f 7!s»<%dKdl]d?>

'/f.v,^;l) tjal ‘in ,-V»aJ-I I. t?ia» -P7V.V*ji<Hd'-VW

n<>‘./'M 'J t'** (
« atKW <w«t ''d-l Hjuh'

,i:iudr-A>B»l I'tiJi a-»rfV/,vj T

.tsu:i7t ai A' ill ti'jo^yK ;*41--!Fi( 'juhyhJ/in-M

ai,mJ Url HtffKtV-; to/®/

-:it«JWli h»> .wdWKtf •» hiijn'^^' b«A

,1. '>ica Jifcvnri ijf,»."i ^tywi*" h4''k7 >

.j»i:H/T( .at fM[^4

t

,a'>w.i 7iv< 1 i iJV^sJ-w-vi} itf

l.u»i voi {»/»( Wl.v- T Mi

.w't7ii» v.{<jfcH m rtiia »i'j a idA")

.-'tiL'i^/ ji(»‘)t'|'*''^^j‘.<jiU‘ii, I'Wa <i>0'i7 .1 liaiH

,a<jv>«d ">11 f .«M'>7 A<*1

,hOi» i<atMsU -»»*U W(ddt^« « f.f «<«{

-jHui tfjlfcio Wxiw'V ^ jfifWift'il

-ij^Kiouf «/•? ifrd'p.W'iw'v -«iui4: if«: iW4)(’^i
.Mu»^xu iHws w<l*a*id «rt®<o KiiiJii *

'r • J:

0
•

I. ../ .

.Ai.



174 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

PO.STSCR[PT.

I rel.uru Lo confess that for once I'm mistaken.

As much as I'ce known of this world and its scenes;

There's one thing that’s e(inal to both greens and baco»,

And that is a dish of—good bacon and greens.

One of the mo.st notable contribution.s to the Southron was a poem by

Albert A. Muller, entitled “Sun.set a Rome. " IMuller was unquestionably

a poet of rare talents, as is sliown by the poem named, and several

others which he contributed to the Flag of the Union.

Prof. Tutwiler is authority for the statement that one, or more, of his

poems were published in one of the American editions of ^Mooi’e's

poems.

» Judge William R. Smith aid of the unfortunate Muller, who was too

fond of the flowing bowl, and who died in poverty in New York: "If there

is an elysium where those great spirits do congregate after death, I verily

believe that Horace and Virgil would welcome to that realm the timid

approach of the shade of Albert A. Muller.
’

Prof. F. A. P. Bernard contributed iioth prose and poetry to the

Southron under the ^lon de ph/me of Charles Augustus Conway; and he not

only edited several Tuscaloosa papers, at different times, but edited two
rival political papers at the same time; The Observer and the Independent

Monitor; terrible assaults were made on the respective editors first by

^
one paper and then by the other, and finally a duel was prevented in the

nick of time by an unexpected explanation. Prof. Bernard died a few
years ago in New York, after he had become one of the most distinguished

of- American scientists.

Mrs. Caroline L. Hentz was also a contributor to the Southron, and

sometimes wrote for the Tuscaloosa papers. Her ephithalamium upon
the marriage of iSIiss ^lar.y Somerville, a iieautiful young lady of Tusca-

loosa, was imblished in the Independent ^Monitor and was considered a gem.

She, with her husband, hud charge of a female school in Tuscaloosa for

several years. In 1^46 "The Black Warror Punch" was publislied by .Joiin

F. Warren, and edited by Milford AVoodrutf. and Thomas Power. It

indulged in rough criticisms and jokes on the doings of the day, but was
withal spicy, and had a large local circulation. A copy of it now extant

has an account of a great celeliration to take place on the occasion of the

laying of the corner stone of the little ten by ten power house which the

city was building on the brow of the river liill. Tlie boys really carried

out one part of the programme and enclosed in the corner stone live

copies of Punch, two dried venison hams, live cent shin plaster, and a

coon sivin.

The Independent Monitor was a wliig pai)er which made its apearance

in 1836, with M. D. J. Slade as proprii'tor and publisher, and Ale.xander

M. Robinson as editor. B. F. Porter was the second editor, commencing
in 1837; AVilliam R. Smith, the third, commencing in b"^3‘.i; Stephen F.
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Miller, the fourth, beginning in 184i>, Thomas O. Burke, the fifth, beginning

in 1845; PI. S. 'Whitford was the sixth editor and began in iSoT ; W. H.

Fowler, the eighth, in ls58, and .John S. Garner, ninth, IStjO. The paper

suspended publicntion soon after the war began. Slade died in 1S57.

William R. Smith is the only one of the editors of the IMonitor now
living. He lives in Washington city, and is one of the historic figures

there. His career in congress made him famous, and his books and his

poems stamp him as a man of extraordinaiy ability in the line of litera-

ture. His translation of Homer was pronounced superior to Pope’s, by
the distinguished scholar and critic. Dr. Tutwiler. The ^Monitor had
several “incognito editors ’ about that time', and among them, P. A. P.

Bernard and HeniA’ W. Hilliard. Garner resuscitated the Monitor in 1866,

and sold it to John I. Harris, the next year. Harris sold to Ryland
Randolph in 1868, wlio, in time, sold to Jose}di W. Taylor; and then

followed the consolidation of the Monitor and the Observer by Taylor and
Warren. The Monitor was suppressed by the federal commandant in 1869,

and Randoli")h. the editor, was arrested: and during the suspension, John
King published “The Phoenix" from the Monitor office. The ^Monitor

and Observer and Flag of the Union were rivals from the start; the

Monitor being the whig, and the Observer the democratic organ of the

county. They agreed to disagree at the beginning and right well did

they keep their comiiact to the end. They even differed and quarreled

over the correct spelling of Tuscaloosa; the ]Monitor declaring that the

Indians knew how to spell the name of their great chief, and they spelled

it with a “C” ; while the Observer and Flag of the Union swore that the

Indians always used “K" in spelling such names. Phnally, Thomas
Maxwell suggested to them that the Indians never spelled at all. and thus

ended the controversy. Still, the lineal descendants of the respective

papers mentioned, keep up the difference in the spelling of Tuscaloosa to

this day. The Times rexu’esents the IMonitor and the Gazette the

Observer and the Flag of the Union. The Observer and Flag of the

Union came into existence in l'^46, as successsor to the Flag of the

Union, and was xti-i'^lished by James W. Warren, until 1863, under able

editorial management. In turn, the following able writers were its

editors: Samuel A. Halo. A. B. Meek. .John Cr. Barr, F. A. P. Bernard,

N. L. Whitfield. L. V. B. Martin, C. M, Cook. .1. C. Guild. Stex)hen

Miller. The xifiper was xiublished without susxiension during the war by
Warren.

John F. Warren |nirchased the Observer and Flag of the Union from his

father in 1862, and since tliat time has been connected witli the Tusca-

loosa ])ress. He changed the name of the x)'^fP‘.'i‘ immediately after his

Xnirchase to the Observer, dropxhng the Flag of the Union. After the war
was over, .Tosexih C. Guild was the first editor, and B. F. Meek followed

from 1867 to 1869, and he was then, and is now, one of the most^ brilliant

and scholarly writers of the south. He is and has been |)rofessor of
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English literature in the stat(> uni‘'’ersiiy for many jeavrc Warren sold

the Observer to II. S. Wliittield in who ehaiifr-’d the name to The
Reconstructionist, and after runninj^ it as a recon.srructioa paper for some
time sold out to Dennis Dykous. who named the new paper The Rei^ub-

lican Banner. Dykous was an old printer and newspaper man who went
fi’om Selma to Tuscaloosa, but lie was a signal faiiure in his ncuv venture

and was gdad to sell the jaaper back to Mi. Wamen upon any terms. In

1871, John F. Warren came in posJiession of the sh'eleton of the old

Observer and he christened the remains The Tuscan ;osa Observer. About
this time. A. H. Hutchinson, of Greensboro, purchased a half interest in

the Observer and became its editor, but died ithin a few months there-

after, and in 1875 the Observer and Independent Monitor were consolidated

under the name of The Tuscaloosa Times, with .Jose})h A". Taylor, of Eutaw,

Ala., editor, and John P. Warren publisliei, the paper being owned by
them equally. The Times was run under this management until 1875,

when Taylor and Warren dissolved loartnership, and Warren then ran the

paper until 1881, when Henry H. Brown became editor and joint owner.

In 1886 the Times company Avas incorporated and .John P. Warren took

charge as publisher and James Somerville MicEachin as editor. McEachin
retired from the editorial management in 1885 and Carl Garnshorn, a

German lawyer, became editor in 1887. In 1887, W. C. Jemison became
owner and proprietor of the Times. C. N. M.cGrovety is now the editor

of the Times. He went to Tuscaloosa in 1887 and started the Daily

Times in 1888. He is among the ablest and spiciest neAvspaper writers

in the state, and is editing the Times with marked ability. He com-

menced his career in journalism as editor of the Brown County Xoavs, in

Georgetown, Ohio; in 1871 he took editorial charge of the Chronicle, in

Augusta, Kentucky, and in 1>'75 returned to Georgetown, Ohio, and

became editor of the Sentinel. He went to Dakota in 18^5 and became
the editor of the Democrat, which Avas the only democratic paper then in

the territory. He has been special correspondent and reporter for the

Cincinnati Enquirer and is recognized in Ohio as a life-long democrat and

a splendidly equipped neAvspaiier man. Thomas H. Garner was tlie first

local editor of the Daily Times, and Avas succeeded bj" .Tohn L. Wallace

in 181)0, AA’ho noAV occupies that position and is also business manager of

the ]>aper.

The Crystal Fount, the state organ of tlie Sons of Teuqierance, Avas

published from the ObserA'er otfice in 18i;) by John F. Warren. It had at

its masthead the folloAving;

"DeA’oted to temperance, morality, literature and general intelligence;

and neutral in politics and religion.”

It displayed tlie spirit of temperance run mad, and after running up
an unprecedented circulation for a paper in this section, gradually jietered

out and died in 18511.

The Tuscaloosa Blade Avas establislied by Kylaud Randolph Co. in
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1875. with Randolph as ' editoi’. ^loiit^'omery I. Burton purcdiased tin?

Blade from Randoljdi in 1872 and ehanyed its name to to the Tuscaloosa

Gazette, and in turn sold to Capt. Stephen F. Xunnelee, in 1870.

J. H. Xunnelee acrpiired an interest in the paper in l>'7s. and in 1887

the Daily Gazette made its appearance. The senior Xunnelee has been

in the newspaper business over titty years and has always struck "strai^'ht

out from the .shoulder. ” to use his o'wn expression. J. H. X’unnelee was
brainy, and there was no end to his energy. The Xunneleos sold the

Gazette to X. A. and IV. S. Graham in X. A. Graham is still pro-

prietor and chief editor of the Daily and IVeekly Gazette. He went from
Shelby county, where he had long been editor of tlie Guide and the

Sentinel, and stands foremost with the leading newspaper men of the

state. The old Church Path was edited by the Rev. Mr. Hunt, rector of

Christ’s church in Tuscaloosa, in l^^f. John F. Warren was the publisher

and the paper had a large circulation among the Episcopalians in the

state and wuis ably edited. The Xew Era was established in Xorth Port,

just across the river from Tuscaloosa, in 1876, by T. xV. Xixon. xV Mr.

Garnet from Greensboro became editor in 1877 and Walter Guild in 1873.

Dr. Blalock bought the paper in 1879 and moved the material to Green
Pond, Tuscaloosa county, and establi-Mied the Apostolic Baptist in 1880.

The doctor attempted to make the paper the Organ of the Primitive

Baptists, but his paper lasted only a .short time.

The spectator was established by A. B. Persinger & Co. in 1>^71. in

North Port, across the river from Tuscaloosa, with R. W'. Smith as

editor. In 1872. W. R. Smith became editor and piroprietor and continued

in charge until the paper was suspended a few years later. .Judge

William R. Smith, the father of the proprietor of the paper, did the

editorial work in a masterly manner, in the line of graceful and beautiful

literature. The West xVlabama Breeze was started in X'orth Port, in 1889,

by John C. Lawrence, editor and proprietor, and is still in existence. IMr.

Lawrence is a young journalist of great promise and is malving his paper

a power in west Alabama. The Crystal Fount, a temperance paper, was
published by Rev. Mr. Buck, a Baptist minister, in as a temperance

paper, but it died young. The Univer-Jty Monthly was e.stablished in

1873 and is noAV beintr pidilishod under the name of the .Tournal. Chappell

Cory, now of the Birmingham xVge-Herald. was one of its first editors.

The Southern Law' .Tournal was established by xV. B. ^McEachin. as editor

and proprietor, in and iMr. iMcEachin continued its publication until

he sold to H. G. McCall in Ih^'b. The A'indicator was launched by L. A.

Banks as an organ of the Farmei's' xVlliance. in H92. and is still in oper-

ation. It has a large circulation.

The Gazette was established at Florence in Lauderdale county in 1819

—

so that the fair litle city enjoys the distinction of having a paper in its

limits that was born before xVlabama came into the union, or yt least

JO*
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contemporaneously with tliat event. On that old Gazette many famous
newspaper men have served, chief among' them Hon. M. C. Galloway,

who on Memphis daily paper's achieved distinction in a wider field than

on an Alabama weekly. The Gazcdte is now edited and pul)lished by I.

S. Barr. A great man}’ papers have been published in Florence since

the Gazette first appeared, but a close search has failed to arrive at their

names or the names of the editors and proprietors. Not having access to

local fields or op})ortunity to learn from well informed old citizens, whoso
recollections of past events could fill up many missing gaps in this

sketch, must servo as an excnse for the imperfect record furnished not

only of the newspapers of Lauderdale, but of many other counties of the

state. Florence has always been noted for the intelligence and refine-

ment of her people. It has been a reading community, and in 1892

enjoyed the luxury of three interesting and well edited papers, viz: Tho
Gazette, the Times and the Herald.

The year T720 witnessed the beginning of journalistic enterprise in

Dallas county. In that year, two papers were established at Cahaba, one

called the Alabama Watchman and the other the Free Press. The latter

was published by Allen & Brickell. These were not by any means all the

papers that were ever published at Cahaba, which, in 1820, was the capi-

tal of the state and the county seat of Dallas. It enjoyed the first honor
for only a brief period, but held the latter until sometime after 18(35. Its

papers were well edited and enjoyed a high degree of prosperity, as well

as a state reputation. We have no information as to the names of all of

Cahaba's iiapers, but in 1837. two were published there, 'one called the

Democrat and the other the Southern Democrat, and William L. Yancey,

who then resided in Cahaba, was an editorial contributor to both. Papers
representing both partie.s—the deinoratic and whig— were published and
well patronized, as the members of each party, in that county and sec-

tion of the state, were as a rule fairly well off in this world's goods.

AYhat was once the seat of wealth, enterprise and princely hospitality is

now merel}’ a reminiscence in Alabama's history. Cahaba's more enter-

prising neighbor uj) the river, Selma, outstripped her in business and
popidation, and with Selma's growth came Cahaba's downfall. AWiile the

former has assumed large proportions and is a fair and prosperous city,

the latter has been resolved into its original state.

The first newspaper published in Selma was tho Times, in 1825, five

years after two had inmn in operation in Cahaba. AVe do not know the

name of its founder, but since its first issue S:.‘lma has not been without

one of those iudispeusai)le aids to lousiness growth and pros[)ority. The
facts are not at hand from which to m:ike out even a meager history of

Dallas county journalism. Col. George AY. Gayle and John Hardy and
N. G. Slielley, at Selma, were editors at the same time of papers of oppo-

site schools of thov;g!it in tlie stormy ]H'riod immediately precedinu'^ Ala-

bama’s secession from the union. Col. Ge:>rge Gayle conducted tlie Slave
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Holder, an advanced southern rights Breckinridge democratic paper;

Mr. Hardy was the })residing genius of a Donglas democratic paper;

called the Sentinel, while Col. Shelley combated botli with his Bell and

Everett union paper. The Eeporter. All three of these actors upon the

political field have i)assed away and the papers with which they were
connected are known no more. Col. Gayle was fretjuently a member of

the house of representatives from Balias county' and was in the session

of 45-46. WJien the question of removal of the capital was the absorbing

issue, he championed the cause of Selma. At the session he was made
chairman of the way's and means cominiltee.- iSir. Garrett in his Remin-
iscences of Public Men in Alabama thus refers to an incident in Mr.

Gayle’s life, W'hich attracted attention: "While the v:ar was raging, and
the southern people were straining every nerve to su]q»ort the cause, Mr.
Gayle, believing that President Lincoln was. the author of all this mis-

chief and suffering, offered a reward of one million dollars in confederate

money to any person who would destroy the monster, as he considered

him, and thus put an end to the frightful atrocities committed through
his infiuence. It was a mere fancy', intended to convey' his opinion of the

man, without the least idea or expectation that any' person would attempt

to execute such a daring and hazardous deed. Several y'ears thereafter

Mr. Lincoln was assassinated by' a tragedian, who acted the part of

Brutus, at Ford’s theater, in 'Washington, from his own impulses, with-

out ever having seen or heard of the published offer of Mr. Gay'le. But
in the course of time, after the southern people were subjugated, and
placed at the mercy' of district commanders, with bay'onets in hand to

punish disloy'alty'. Mr. Gayle was arrested on the charge of conspiracy

to assassinate the president. The proceeding against him was simply
ridiculous, and after some military' bluster and talk of a court martial, he
W'as discharged without a trial.

"

The present Selma Times is the regular descendant of the Reporter,

which the latter may have been the successor of the original Times.

After the war closed, INIr. M. ,1. Williams, v'ho was one of the most capa-

ble newspaper men the state has ever known, and who had been connected
with the Rexiorter ami then owned it. changed its name, and it has since

been known as tlu' Times. It. has had various owners, and enjoy'ed differ-

ent degrees of fortune. Since then Messrs. Robert iSIcKee, R. English,

S. J. Satt'old, P. P. Glass. Cha|qiell Cory', R. C. Graham. Kincey' Brothers,

and xierha|is otliers have been connected with it as editors or proprietors.

It is now owned ami edited by' IMr. S. P. XunTielee and his son Mr. ,T. H.
Xunnelee, both of whom have large news}iax»er experience. It is a morn-
ing daily. There is also an evening daily' in Selma, the .lournal, and the

two pretty well cover tlie field of news in their |iortion of Alabama.
One of the best edited, as it was undoubtedly' the neatest, in

Alabama, during its life, was the Selma Argus, established in l>-60. It

was a largo-sized weekly' x)ax)er, edited and xTublished by' Col. Robert
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McKee, who, at the outbreak of the war in 1^61, occupied a leading edito-

rial position on the Louisville Courier, a pa 2 )er which its owners put upon
wheels and with it fcdlowed. for a time, the fortunes of the southern Con-

federacy. The Argus secured a large circulation because of its vigorous

editorials, its condensation of news., and general excellence of matter. In

1878 Gov. Cobb offered Col. McKee the position of private secretary, which
he accepted. lie not only served during Gov. Cobb's four years' incumbency
but retained the position during Gov. O Xeal's two terms. As he had to

live in IMontgomery, it was imjiossible to pay that attention to the Argus
which it reciuired, and he disclosed of it to iMessrs. Chappell, Cory and

Gaston A. Robbins, 'who ke})t up its well-earned rei)utation. The former

secured a position on the Daily Times, and the latter desired to devote his

whole time to the practice of the law. In conserpience the}* disposed of

its good will and subscription lists to the Times, and the Argus ceased to

live. Mr. Cory is now connected editorially with the Birmingham Age-
Herald, and i\Ir. Robbins is a member-elect of the tifty-third congress of the

United States from the fourth Alabama district. The iSIirror -was estab-

lished in Selma in 1888, as a weekly paper, by J. E. Gholson. It was a

strong advocate of the Farmers’ Alliance and -was published until a very

recent date.

Thus far it is seen that most of the papers published in Alabama had
their beginning in the year of 1820. The Montgomery Republican was
established by .lonathan Battelle, and the first issue made its appearance

on the Gth of January. 1821. I^Ir. Battelle was a native of Boston, IMass.,

and for several years prior to his removal to Montgomery he had been a

merchant in Savannah, Ga. His brother, Nathaniel Battelle. had preceded

him to IMontgomery. being interested in the land company which laid off

a portion of the city, and Avas, no doubt, instrumental in bringing his

brother and the establishment of a newspaper. All tJie material for the

paper was purchased in the north and shipped by water to Savannah, and
from there hauled overland, a distance of over four hundred milo'^. It

was the intention to start the paper in 1^2o. but the A'essel vrhich bore his

material returned to New York without reaching Savannah, an epidemic

prevailing tliere at the time. iMr. E. W. Thompson came out from New
York to take charge of the mechanical department. He was a thorougldy

comi^etent man, having served an apprenticeship in the same oftice at the

same time Avith the elder brotlier of the celebrated firm of Hai'jier &
Brothers. The first sheet of the first }\Iontgomery paper Avas deliA’ered

to Mr. Neil Blue, an honored citizen and at the time of his death a fcAv

years ag(j the oldest inluilfitant tlie city. During Mr. Battelle's absence

in the summer and fall of th;it yar. Mr. Simeon Fisk and Mr. .lohn W.
Tounsend Avere the editorsC^In March. 1822. because of other engage-

ments Avhich preA’ented piojier atFention to the paper. Mr. Battelle adver-

tised it for sale tind Rev. IMost's Andia'W and Ivli’. E. M. Thompson Ifecame

the purchasers, the former assuming the editorial management and the
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latter continuing in charge of the ineclianical features of the paper. Dr.

Andrew did not remain long with the ]ia]ier, as he relinquished his

interest to his partner, in Juh', 18:12, who associated with him as editor

Mr. Charles Shaw, a graduate of Harvard university, and teaching school

at the time in Montgomery. He also practiced law, acted as notary

public and published the first Alabama almanac, which was for the year

1822. His connection with the paper continued until the following

March. On the Gth of December. H2i'. the firm name was changed to

Edward IV. Thompson & Co. From May. 1824, until October. 1825. tho

editor of the ]>aper was Henry Goldthwaite. Esq., afterward, and at the

time of his death, one of the justices of the supreme court of Alabama.

His editorials were clear and comprehensive, qualities which are found in

all his judicial deliverances.

In 1825, the name of the paper was changed to that of the "Alabamci.

Journal ’ and G.AV. B. Towns became the editor. Mr. Towns settled in Mont-
gomery when quite a young man, not being nineteen years of age, and he
was not twenty-five when he assumed ediforial functions. He was a
fairly successful lawyer and speaker, while his editorials were well

written, exhibiting fearlessness and independence on all subjects. In

1826, he returned to Georgia, settling in Talbot county, and was succes-

sively member of the state legislature, representative in congress and
governor of Georgia. Mr. Ebenezer D. AATishburn purchased the paper
from Mr. Towns, the latter claiming that it had enhanced in value fifty

per cent, during his management of it. The paper had been a warm sup-

^ porter of the administration of Mr. Adams and continued on the line

under the new' owner. In December, 1826, Mr. AVashburn sold the paper to

a young lawyer, Milton Cooper, who announced that the policy would not

be materially changed, but he dissented from the latitudinarian views of

the constitution then in vogue, and declared them to be in derogation of

the rights of the states. The jiaper was su.spended from Julj*, 1827, until

the following December on account of tho difficulty in getting paper, tho

Alabama river being too low for navigation. Its publication w'as resumed
in the latter month, with Mosely Baker as the editor and with a declara-

tion in favor of Andrew' Jackson as the choice of the people of Alabama.
Mr. Baker was a remarkaVJe man. He was gifted as a lawyer and was
measurably so as a w'riter and public man. In S(weral legislatures, he
W'as a representative from Alontgomery county, and in 1832 he moved to

Texas. At tho battle of San Jacinto. April 21. 1836. he was in command
of a company. In his latter days, he was a Methodist preacher, and in

1747 he died. In the latter })ai4 of Marcln H26. Mr. Hardy Herbert
bought a half intiuacst in the jounial and became associated with Mr.
Baker. Mr. Herliert was a highly accomplished educator, being a
graduate of the South Carolina college at Columbia. At different times
he W'as called to till positions of honor and trust in Montgomery, one of

them being that of mayor in 1''41. Messi's. Ualcer and Ih-rbert continued
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together until 1^31. when Mi’. Turnei’ Bynum succeeded the latter. Not
very long afterward, however, Mr. Bynum returned to South Carolina,

where he took charge of a paper, and was afterward killed in a duel by
Col. B. F. Perry, of the Greenville Mountaineer.

As before stnted. i\Ir. Baker emigrated to Texas in 1832. He was
succeeded on the Journal by Col..Thomas S. Mays. The paper, when the

nullification issue arose while Mr. Baker was in charge, became an

intense advocate of states' rights views, and under Col. Mays the same
policy was pursued. Col. J. W. A. Pettit, cpiite a lu'oniinent lawyer, was
Col. IMaj’s' successor, and he in turn was succeeded by a stirring,

eloquent whig law3'er, Joseph J. Hutchinson, who continued to edit it

until 1839. In the year 1847 he entered the Methodist ministry. Before

leaving the Journal, Mr. Hutchinson had associated with him another

ardent whig lawyer. Henry W. Hilliard, and it was not long before the

former retired altogether, leaving his associate as the editor of the paper.

Mr. Hilliard was an accomplished writer and graceful orator, and under

his guidance the Journal became a leading whig organ with an inlluence

extending far beyond the limits of Alabama. In 1839, he went to Harris-

burg, Pa., as a delegate to the great whig convention which selected

"William Heniy Harrison as its candidate for president, and although Mr.

Hilliard was quite a young man, the honor was accorded to him of placing

in nomination the name of .John T\Jer for vice-president. IMr. Hilliard

was afterward the representative of the United States in Brussels at the

court of Belgium, was several times a whig member of congress from the

Montgomery district, and a leader of recognized power and intluence in

his party. During the administration of Mr. Hayes he was United States

minister to Brazil. Mr. Hilliard died a few months ago at his home in

Atlanta, Ga., where he had been residing for some years.

In 1841 the man who became more distinctly associated with the

Journal than any of its predecessors appears upon the scenes in the per-

son of Col. John C. Bates, the ])aper in that year passing into his hands
in connection with Mr. Bobert Nelson. Col. Bates was a strong and vig-

orous writer and thoroughly informed on public questions. He never

varied in his advocacy of whig doctrine, and x’^-'i’sistently refused to sup-

port the know-nothing or native American party, to which so man\' of his

party associates gave in their adhesion, witli the hope that it would
break down the democratic party. He preferred to remain true to his

first love, even at the cost of ttmijm-ary separation from his old friends.

In 1844, another strong writer, E. Saiiford Sayre, secured an interest in

tlie paper and wrote many valuable articles. In 1^19. .Fohnsou .1. Hooiier

secured an interest in the .Journal, and he proved quite a valuable acapii-

sition Ijecause of his general capacity as a writer, and his humorous way
of treating matters and things. The firm name was Bates. Hooper A Co.,

and remtiined so through the years L’<47-4'<, 49 and alb Other changes were
a half interest to Hugh N. Crawford in I''.')!, in the same year a change
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of firm name to J. C. Bates & Co., the firm consisting: of J. C. Bates,

Joseph S. Perry and J. D. Cowan; in January, ishL’, it was J. C. Bates

alone, and in March, 18a2, •Benjamin Gardner purcha.sed an interest, and,

as Bates & Gardner, the firm continued throuyh lSr)3 and 1854. In 1855,

William H. Lucas purchased the interest of Mr. Gardner and the jiaper

was continued under the firm name of Bates & Gardner uijtil the death

of the former, on the 25th of December, 1857, and a few months afterward

the old 2
)a])er ceased to exist. It had jiassed through thirty-six yi'ars of

life with varying fortune, but always aiily and capably edited. Of the

men connected with it many achieved distiucion at the bar, in political

life, in the executive office and in -the preaching of the gos^tel. It is

doubtful if as many gifted were ever employed on a paper as were
on the Journal from first to last. Of those wlio were editorially con-

nected with it only one, Benjamin Gardner, survives. He is quietly liv-

ing at his home in Troy. Ala. Its first printer, Mr. E. AY. Thompson,
died in Hayneville, Ala., December 28. 1808. It will be noticed that the

political complexion underwent several changes, for first, it advocated

the principles of the Jefferson republican jiarty, but in the contest in

1824 it advocated the election of John Quincy Adams to the presidency.

In 1827, Mr. Baker committed it to the siqiport of Andrew Jackson, but

when the nullification era came it at once espoused the states' rights

cause. After it |)ut on the whig mantle it never changed, but with it

received its widest reputation.

On the 29th of November. 1829, Mr. E. AA’’. Thompson, who has been
' mentioned in connection with the founding of the "Montgomery Bepub-
lican, " issued a pro.spectus of the "Planters Gazette.” which he proposed
to establish in the ^ity of Montgomery. The town had then grown into

considerable importance as a business and political p hnt. The following

extract from the prospectus will serve to show the i^olitical principles it

was proposed that the paper would advocate

:

"The political features of the Gazette will conform to those of the
Jetfersonian school. It will endeavor to lay before its j)atrons. the prin-
ciples avowed and acted on l>y that great statesman; and lend its humble
aid in transmitting them pure and unadulterated. The doctrines of
states’ rights and internal improvements, as incidcated by Jefferson will
be strictly adhered to. In rehition to stale politics the proprietor a\’ows
himself attached to that political ])arty which gave birth to the state
bank—to the amendment to the state constitution in relation to the tcniure

of the judges' office—and whicli has so ably siqtported the rights of the
peoj)le. rests his faith in the necessary conse(|U(uice of our re]mb-
lican creed, that the voice of the pfH)])le should be tin' law of the land,
and that any other course would b<' an infringement on their rights. In
fine, to set V)efore the people, at all times, the latest information on all

subject.s—to sound the tocsin of alarm whenever illegitimate power may
be attempted to be exercised by the general government over the states

—

to guard the interest of the southern section of the union and of our state
particidarly—to lu'otect the rights of tin' pi'ojdf'—to inculcate principles
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of morality and virtue—and to diffuse general informal ion -Avill be the
incri'asing endeavor of the proprietor,

”

The exact date of the first issue is not definitely knov'n, but it wa.s

during the first week of the month of January. J8oO. It was edited and
published by klr. Thompson, and an as.soc'iate named McGuire. It was
a small jiaper, l)ut well gotten up typograpiiicall^' and otheinvise. The
Journal at that time was vigorously in opposition to Andrew Jac'kson, and

the State Gazette ranged itself against nullification and svoiarely on tlie

side of Jackson. Among its first editors was a young school teacher

named Patterson. He became involved in a bitter controversy with

Messrs. Baker and Herbert, editors of the Alabama .lournal, and the feel-

ings of the community were so aroused against him in conseiiuence, that

he severed his connection with the paper and left the town. The next

editor of the Gazette was a lawyer. Maj. 'William Cook, who also became
the proprietor in the early days of 1831. In April, of the same year, he

associated with him in the proprietorshijr, as well as editorial manage-
ment, James E. Belser, one of the 'test knwvn names in Alabama. The
latter was always an earnest union man and unsparing in his denuncia-

tion of the nullification theory. In consequence, the paper was soon an
established favorite with all the union men of the state After about

twenty months, connection with the paper, klaj. Cook sold his interest,

September 2(i, 1832. to Mr. Hooper Caffey, w ho also purchased that of Mr.

Belser, though the latter remained as editor and conducted an uncom-
promising union paper. The nullification advocates at that time were in a

majority’ in the section of the country around Montgomery. Mr. Caffey

remained with the paper less than a year, as we find that in September,

1833, he disposed of his interest to Mr. Huirh McGuire, who has been

previously mentioned as one of the jR'oprietors of the Tuscaloosa Intelli-

gencei-. 'With his advent into the paper, came a change of name, for it

was immediately called the Montgomery Advertiser and Planters

Clazette, and tlie first part of the name has remained with it from that

day until this. Mr. IMcGuirt' has always borne the reputation of having

been an excellent newspaper man in every particular, and a marked im-

provement was visible as soon as he commenced to work upon the paper.

His knowdedgi' of Alabama affairs, as Avell as those of a general nature,

gained by his expiu'ience for several years as editor of the Tuscaloosa

Intelligence’ aided liim in furnishng the best neAVspaper which had, up
to that date, been }iui)lished in klontgomery. It seems to have been im-

possible in ^Montgomery for any one to remain long on a Montgomery
]>a])er in thosi' days, as IMr. IMcCiuire disposed of his interest in April,

1^34, Mr. Bt'lser and Mr. Lee Ijecoming the purchasers. This partner-

ship. however, was an unusuall}' long one, lasting nearly two years. Mr.

Belser was a lawyer, with a fine practice' in Montgomery and tlie adjoining

Cfiunties. When lu' was away the editorial care fell into tlu' hands of

IMr. Cliilds, and, as ho was not as prudent and conservative as kir. Belser,
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the result was frc(|uent sparring-s with ISIr. Pettit, who then edited the

Journal, and occasioned street encounters. Childs, after dis^josinii' of his

interest in the paper, which he did in February. Is3(3, moved to Texas
and died some years afterward in tha.t state. On the first of January,

18CG, the experiment of imblishiny a paper oftener than once a week
was tried bj' the proprietors of the Gazette and Advertiser. For a short

while, they tried it twice a week, but the experiment w’as not satisfactory

and it soon ceased. It was at this time, also, that the name Planters

Gazette was dropped, the paper being called the Montgomery Adver-

tiser. Mr. Belser conducted the paper alone until the summer of 1837,

when Mr. Marcellus Farmer, of Syracuse, X. Y., bought a half interest.

He was a practical printer and fine business man, and under his careful

supervision the paper made some money, something that had not hap-

pened up to that time. Mr. Farmer was also a capable writer, and could

fill the editorial chair during the absence of Mr. Belser. attending the

courts of neighboring counties. Mr. Farmer disposed of his interest on

the 1st of January, 1840, and removed to New York, where he was asso

ciated with Horace Greeley during the first year of the Tribune's exist-

ence. He established the Onondaga Standard at Syracuse, X. Y. It was
a stanch democratic paper and decidedly successful as a business ven-

ture. In 1849, he went to California and is said to have amassed quite

a fortune in the state.

The purchaser of Farmer's interest was IMr. .John T. IValshe. an edu-

cated, scholarly Irishman, who had taught school some years in Georgia

and Alabama. He proved to bo quite an able editorial writer and con-

tributed largely to the success of Van Buren in Alabama in the mem-
orable campaign of 1840. , His partnership with Mr. Belser lasted about

seven years, the editorial work largely devolving upon him. The great

measures of those dai's were the tariff of l'^4fi and 1840. the annexation

of Texas and the Oregon question, and they wei’e ably discussed in the

columns of the two papers. The Advertiser was a strong supporter of

"Folk, Dallas and Texas.” in the campaign of 1"'44. and did its fidl share

in securing the electoral vote of the state for the democratic ticket.

IMr. Belser was elected to congress as a democrat, serving from l'^41

to 18 13. He died .January 10. I'r^.'U. In 1847. he retired from tlie field

of journalism. Mr. McCormick at that time removed his pajier, the

Flag of the Union, from Tuscaloosa to Montgomeiy, purchased l\Ir. Bel-

ser’s interest in the Advertiser, and the two papers were united under

the name of the Flag and Advertiser, witli a firm name of Walshe & Mc-
Cormick. The lattiu’ was an exiieriuuced new,-.paper man. having some
thirteen years before establislied the Alabama Beacon at Greenslioro,

then in Greene, but now in Hale county. From that point, he removed
to Tuscaloosa, where he conducted the Flag of the Union. Messrs.

IValshe and iMcCormick wore abh' writei'S and made the paiier a far

greater force in Alabatua tlian it had ever been liefore. It was regardt'd
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as the exponent of deinocrntic sentiment of the state and was the g'uido

post and text-book of all the truly faithful in the democratic household.

In IMS, Mr. Walshe retired and the paper was left in' the sole control of

his able associate. In that canvass, }^lr. Yancey refused to support the

democratic candidate for president, but, although his influence was
great, Mr. McCorimck managed the Advertiser with signal ability and

gained still greater laurels. The state cast its vote for Gen. Cass,

although Gen. Taylor was elected.

In the latter part of 1848, Mr. P. II. Brittan, who had been publishing

a pa}-)er at La Payette. Chambers county, called the Tribune, bought a

half interest in the Advertiser. He was a pi'Rcfical man, of good judg-

ment and much newspaper experience. Toward the close of 1849, IMr.

McCormick, after a remarkably brilliant career in the ne\vspa]ier field of

Alabama, sold his interest in the Advertiser. IMr. Thomas DeWolf of the

State Gazette and Mr. Brittan being the purchasers. In the year 18u0,

ana a few months after Mr. McCormick's retirement, he was drowned in

the Alabama river at the ferry landing in Zviontgomery, l>y the accidental

overturning of a batteau. IMessrs. Brittan and De'VYolf were both prac-

tical printers, as well as fair news and editorial writers. They changed

the name of the jiapcr from the Advertiser to that of the “Advertiser and
State Gazette.’’ In December, IboO. Col. John I. Seibels became edito-

rially connected with the paper, which relationship lasted until after the

presidential election of Col. Seibels was one of the electors on the

democratic ticket for Pierce and King. In that contest, also, a portion

of the democrats supported the Troup and Quitman, a southern rights

ticket, Mr. Yancey being among them. The Advertiser, however, made
a strong fight for the democratic cause. Col. Seibels. in 1853, was ap-

pointed by Mr. Pierce, as the American minister to Belgium. In is.'O

and 1851, Mr. G. B. duVal achieved a state reputation by articles contrib-

uted to the Advertiser. IMr. DeWolf was the publisher of the Dallas

Gazette at Cahaba, and removed from that point to Montgomery in 1847

or 1848, and established the State Gazette, which, when he ]uirchased an

interest in the Advertiser, lie merged witli that paper. On tlie 1st of

May, 1853. IMr. M. P. Blue purchased his interest in the Advertiser and

soon afterward he removed to Columbus. Ga.. where he established the

Dail}" Sun. The pa})cr was continued under the firm name of Brittan &
Blue, until 1856, at which time Dr. X. B. Cloud and Mr. Augustus Under-

wood secured two-thirds interest, Mr. Blue retaining the other third, the

firm name being Blue, Underwood & Co. During the time that Gov.

'Winston was in tlie executiiu' cliair, in 1>^53—1. he accpiired the title of the

“veto governor, ’ iiecause of the number of bills which he returned to the

legislature witliout his approval. Many of tliem were what were known
as state aid measures to railroads and all of them had strong sipiport.

among democrats, in each branch of the legislature. The Advertiser

stood almost alone in sustaining the action of tli(> governor. It was
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the first paper which took ground against the know-nothing or native

American party. During this period. i\Ir. duVal was an editorial con-

tributor and his articles attracted wide attention for their brilliancy of

thought and power of statement. His superior as an editorial writer has

never yet made his ap}iearance on any Alabama paper. !>.lr. Blue was
especially noted for short poini.eti paragrajuis and for v aluable statis-

tical articles. It Is proper also at this point to make acknowledgement
for much valuable aid from documents left by liim. with his family, in

preparing the history of the Ivlontgomery newspapeTS.

In November, Isan, ISIessrs B’-ittan & Blue applied steam to their

presses, being the first publishers in the state to do so. The firm of

Blue, Underwood & Co. lasted until the latter part of October, 1856,

when Mr. Blue retired as partns^r, leaving Dr. Cloud as the sole propri-

etor and Mr. duVal for a few months conducting the editorial de^iart-

ment. Mr. Blue early in '57 was empdoyed to edit the paper. It was a

year of an exciting political contest, the main question being state aid to

railroads, and in the iSI untgom-^ry district the re-election of Col. James
F. Dowdell to congress, who was opposed by ex-Governor Thomas H.

Watts, the candidate of the opposition to the democracy. It was a

memorable year in political circles, and the Advertiser under Mr. Blue’s

management maintained its well earned reputaiton as an unliinching

exponent of democratic sentiment. A half interest was sold to George H.

Shorter, Esq., in January, 1858, and he and Dr. Cloud conducted it in

partnership until September, 1859. Mr. Shorter was a vigorous writer.

He entered the army of the Confederacy and rose, to the rank of major.

He dispoesd of his interest in the Advertiser in 1861. and when the war
closed he returned to Georgia where he died in 1866, still in the bloom
of youth. Dr. Cloud retained his interest until Se])teniber. l'^59. when
it was purchased by Mr. Samuel G. Reid, the firm then becoming Reid &
Shorter. Soon after that. Messrs. Barrett & Wimiiish united their job

printing interest with the Advertiser. Mr. Reid was not a novice in the

newspaper field, liaving conducted a southern ri.nhts paper in Kansas,

during tlie time of the great contest between tiie slave lioiders and the

free soilers. He had also been connected with a paper at iSIarion, Ala.

In the contest of 1^60. the Advertiser earnestly adoveated tiie Breckin-

ridge and Lane democratic ticket. It was an open advocate of secession

after tiie elecion of IMr. Lincoln and ivas regarded as being very close to

Mr. Yancey. It alfiy sustained the Confederate cause throughout the

war, Mr. Reid being the main editorial writer, as Mr. Shorter was in the

field. In September, IMr. A. H. Wimtiish disposed of iiis interest

to the other partners and removed to St. I’aul, Minn. IMr. Reid was a

remarkably clear and incisive writer and many of his articles will rank
with tiie best tliat iiave appeared in the Advertiser. In 1864, Messrs.

Reid & Barrett pundiased Maj. Sliorter's interest and continued .to }uiblish

tlic paper until tlio downfall of the Confodericy. Upon tiie approaeli
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of tlie Fecloral troops under Wilson in Ajiril. the proprietors

loaded niucdi of the material of the paper, presses, etc., upon cars and

shipped them to Coluudms, Cl a. They could be carried no further and
were totally consumed in the tire which destroyed the railroad bidldings

in that city. With such material, however, as remained in the ottice at

Montgomery, they managed to get out a paper until the appearance of

Smith's army corps and the military occipiation of the city. A military

order v.'as })romulgated whlidi prohibited its publication, and this order

was in force until sometime, in July following—a period of about three

months. 2vlr. Reid and Col. .T. P. Gaines arranged to resume publication

of the Advertiser and the tirst issue was on the morning of July i*0, l^Ga.

During the night, the gallant Col. Gaines breathed his last. Further

reference will be made to him in connection with the INIontgomery Post,

a Bell and Everett which he established and conducted in IbGO.

Mr. Reid was owner until Xovemoer, 18b.'). when he sold a half inter-

est to W. W. Screws, who had been editorially connected with 'it from
the flrst issue in the preceding July. In 1867, Capt. B. H. Screws, who
had for the two preceding years b^'en the private secretary of Governor
Patton, purchased an interest and took charge of the local dei)artment.

Both Mr. Reid and Capt. B. H. Screws retained their interests until early

in 1868, when W. W. Screws became sole owner, while his brother, for

the greater portion of the time for' several years afterward, remained as

city editor.

In November, 1867, Col. Robert T3*ler became editorially connected

with the Advertiser, which position he retained for several years, con-

tribiiting articles, many of which attracted attention in every section of

the union for their ability and comprehensive statesmanship. He died

some years ago. and his death was universally lamented. Mr. Reid was
for years a sull'erer from ill health, and owing to weak lungs vras unable

to enter the army. After disposing of his interest in the Advertiser, he
became interested in farming, the outdoor life being absolutely essential

to his health. His constitution, liowever. Avas not strong enough to bear

up under the strains brought up(jn it by a pulmonary trouble, and in

April, 1881, he died at his home near Montgomery, leaving behind him
the reputation of being an honest and fetirless man, Avho, regaixlful of

others' rights, exacted the same tor himself. He enjoyed, to the fullest

extent, the contidence and esteem of those who kiieAV him best. On the

10th clay of May. h'^71, the proprietor of The Montgomery Mail agreed
upon terms which resulted in the consolidation of the two papers, and
on the next day the tirst number of the Advertiser and IMail was issued

under the firm name of Screws A "Williams. In the summer of 1^72, Mr.

Williams died and Mr. Screws soon afterward purchased from his estate,

his interest in the Advertiser, the Mail name havimr been dropped soon

after tlie consolidation. At tin' time of the* consolidation IMr. M. M. Cooke
wavs the editor of five Mail. He had })reviously to that be'en the editor of

I
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the Marion Comniornvealth, a i>aper to which he had given wide rex'nta-

tion because of its general excellence as a newsx^aper, and the capable

manner which it.was editbd. He was engaged on the consolidated x^^iper

and remained with the Advertiser until his lamented death in Octobeig

1876. There was no change in x)rox»rietoi\shix:) until the saniiner of 1835.

In the meantime, the_ pax)er was under- the editorial control of IV. IV.

Screws, and with him were associated, during different }>ortion.s of that

time, Mr. J. Winn Moses, IMr. G. P. Keyes. Mr. R. J. Yarrington and Mr.

Chapxiell Cory. Mr. Moses died in 1?^76 and IMr. Yarrington in November,
1884. In 1885. IMr. F. P. Glass, who was then the editor and x)i'oprietor

of the Selma Times, and IMr. Chax^pell Cory, on the editorial staff of the

Montgomery Advertiser, purchased a half interest in the paper. They
were both men of decided ability and had made their marks as writers

for the press. The firm name was Screws, Cory & Glass. A few years

afterward, it W'as made a stock com^^an^y known as the Advertiser com-
pany, with W. W. Screws as jH-esident, and P. P. Glass as secretary, who
still occuxiy those x^ositions. Mr. Cory disxeosed of his stock and since

January, 1889, has been editorially connected with the Birmingham Age-
Herald. The Advertiser has sux:>x^orted the nominees of the democratic

party, state and national, in every contest since its establishment in 1830,

and is still vigorously advocating the measures of that the state

and country.

The next x^ablication in Montgomery was a monthly called the “South-

ern Universalist. ” It was started in May, 1834, by Rev. L. P. W. An-
drews and advocated the doctrines of the Universalist church. Its period

of life was two years, its editor moving to Columbus, Ga., and subse-

quently to Macon, Ga., in both of which cities he x^^^hlished news and
X:»olitical x)‘'-P^^’^- 1810, two camxvuign were x'*'^ihlished, one
emanatiiig from the Advertiser office under the name of the “LocoFoco, ”

an ax^x^ellation given by the whigs to the democwats, and the other from
the office of the Journal called the “Log Cabin,” a favorite cainx^aign

word with the whigs. Tlie editor of the Loco Poco was Perez Coleman,,

for many years mayor of the city and afterward a citizen of California.

The Mercury first made its ax'»pearance in the fall of 1844. and was
conducted by Robert Nelson and E. Sanford Sayre, both of wlioin had
been connected with the Journal. It was the first newsxmxier in Alabama
that advocated the xM'incix)les of the native American xMirty. The whigs
regarded it as an effort to break down their favorite organ, the Journah
and in con.sequence it had but a brief existence.

James IM. Norment, early in 1847. began tiie x^'6>lication t)f a iiews-

pax:>er under the name of the “New Era.” He had formerly lived in Tus-
caloosa and had been engaged on several x^‘^P<?ws, among them one at

Montevallo called the Herald and one at Troy, the Bulletin. He was
very denunciatory of tlie removal of the caxntol from Tuscaloosa Jo Mont-
gomery and he XM'Oclaimed that the legislature would never hold a session
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in the city. As a consequence, he met with poor suc cess, and next year

he sold out to Henry Livingston, who chanaeO the name to tliat of

"Metropolitan. ’
Its existence was not a vei’v lengLhy one. In the win-

ter of 1A17, Normont commenced the publication of the 'Orion." a semi-

monthly in the interest of the Sons of Temperance. It passed, in the

spring of 1A4H. into the hands of R. L. James, who associated with him
M. P. Blue, and they made a paper quite accer/Lable to the friends of the

temperance cause. It was sold to E. W, Thompson, who moved to

Hayneville and published it as the Son of Temperance, " until Novem-
ber, 1849. Mr. Thomas DelVolf. whose name lias ap)peared in connection

with the Montgomery Advertiser, commenced, in 184'^, the ])ublication

of the State Gazette. It was at the time believed to be in the interest of

William R. King, then an aspirant for re election to the United States sen-

ate, and, in 185^, vice-president elect, dying before he could take the oath

of office. DeWolf has been connected with the Dallas Gazette, pmblished

at Cahaba, in Mr. King's home county. The editorial management of the

paper was confided to the competent hands of J. J. Sibels and G. B.

du'Val, and they soon made it one of the most popular democratic juipers

in the state. In about a year, Rowever, an arrangement was perfected by
which the Gazette was consolidated with the Advertiser, Mr. DeWolf
having an interest, as heretofore stated, in the new arrangement. Tlie

southern rights sentiment was rising to a high point at this period and in

deference to that feeling, a newspaper called The Atlas was started in

December, 1849, by John Cragin. It was re-vigorously edited, but did

not succeed, although the opinion was general that Mr. Yancey inspired

its sentiments and dictated its editorials. In 18.'i2, its name was changed
to the "New South.” It advocated the Troup and Quitman presidential

ticket of that year, but did not live until the election day.

For opposite reasons to -those responsible for the appearance of the

“Atlas,” the "State Register" appeared on the 22d of N(jvember,

Messrs. .T. H. Martin and F. H. Jlartin were tlie editors and publishers.

Both were practical ju'inters. but the foimer was an al)le editorial writer.

He supported tlie celelirated compromise measure of Icait, and combated
with great force the views of the ultra southern rights men, as they

then called themselves. It was a great power on the side of the union

and supported all union candidates for office without regard to former

political affiliations. It was discontinued a few months after the pisrsi-

dential election of 18."i2. Jlr. IMartin was for many years afterward the

editor of the Columbus, Ga. . Enquirer, and in now living near Atlanta.

Another advocate of the temperance cause appeared in September. I'^TG.

It bore the name of the "Times," and R. C. Holitield. .Ti.. was the editor.

Not proving a pecuniary success, it passed into the list of democratic

papers in 18.';;. In 1^7)9, it was renamed the "Southern Times, " with

R. C. Holitield. A. A. Lipscomb and W. P. Hilliard, as editors and pro-

piretors. Dr. Lipscomb had a wide reputation as scholar and writer.
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The intention of its projectors -was to furnish a first-class literary paper,

all the papers of the state up to that date bein^ largely and aggressively

political. Their hopes were not well founded, for early in 1850, the

paper was discontinued. In ls53, the Southwestern Baptist, then one of

the most widely circulated religious papers of the south, was moved
from Tuskegee to ^Montgomery. It did not remain long, however, its

managers moving it back to Tuskegee. While it was published in IMont-

gomery its editor was Rev. Albert Williams.

The Montgomery Mail was established in 1851. the first number appear-

ing about the 13th of April. The original intention was to publish it as

a weekly and to make it a spicy sheet. Its publication was delayed

because of the seizure of the Black Warrior steamer at Havana, which had

on board some of the material of the paper, bought in New York and
shipped around by water to Mobile or New Orleans. The announced
editors were Joseph A. Holifield and .lohnson .1. Hooper, both of whom
have been mentioned in connection with other publications. They pos-

sessed the proper cpialifications for furnishing a readable, instructive and
entertaining paper. Mr. Hooper was especially well known to the read-

ing public not only of the south but of all the states in the union, as a

contributor to Porter ‘s Spirit of the Times, the foremost paper of its

class in the United States, and as the author of many humorous stories.

Some of them have never been equalled. Notable among his productions

were the "Taking the Census,” "Simon Suggs,” a book Avhich still enjoys

a wide popularity, "Widow Rugby's Husband,” and others in similar vein.

They gave him easily the first place in the rank of humorous authors of

the day. Like most of the southern writers of that time, he placed no
commercial value on his work, and while great fortunes have been recently

reaped from humorous productions of far less value than most of his, he
did not earn a dollar by his labor. His former newspaper experience in

Alabama had been as editor of a paper at Dadeville, called the Banner,

one at Wetumpka, called the Times, one at La Payette, called the Tribune,

and as an assistant of ^Messrs. Bates A Sayre, on the Alabama Journal, in

Montgomery. The Mail gave instant signs of success. Mr. Hooper's
reputation was such that the Mail was eagerly read and widely circulated.

The commencement of the know notliinn or native American excitement

in Alabama was in the year l''5I. and made such rapid headway as to

threaten the hitherto indivisible democracy. A number of newspapers,

which up to this time had been neutral in j)olitics espoused the cause of

the new order. Men of both the old political parties went into it in great

numbers, more of the whigs, however, than the democrats. Tlie Journal,

under the control of IMajor B.itos, refused to abandon the whig cause and
coldly attacked the newcomer. The IMail seized the political held, and
before the year closed it was advocating the know-nothing cause.

It became at once a leading organ of the party, and Mr. Hoopei\ fought
its battles with aljility and z('al. It was a hard fighter in the gubernator-
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ial contest Vjetween Shortridge and "Winston iti iii die presidential

contest in Idrid. and the memorable Watt and Dowdell campaign of I-' 7.7.

In those days excitement ran high, as the white people were divided iti

their political convictions. Men then conspicuon;s in Ala’oama as whigs,

have since the year been equally zealous in the rank of the democrocy.

In January, ISati, Col. Joal Riggs, who had for several years served

the state as com])troller of jmbllc accounts, a position now known as

auditor, became interested in tiie iMail, and the pa})cr was published by
Riggs and Hoo])er. The connection of Col. Riggs hi s ted less than a year,

but during that time he wrote many able editoiial articles. He retired to

private life and diml in Montgomery on the ItHh day of November, 180n.

Mr. Henry 'P. Coyne was the purchaser of Col. Riggs interest. He was
a practical printer and gifted with unusual ability as a writeic In 1858,

Capt. John P. Wliittield purchased an interest, and the firm became
Hooper. Coyne & Whitfield. Capt. Whitfield served the paper as news
and local editor, but left his work as soon as hostilities commenced in 1801,

and remained in the Confederate service untLl the war was closed in 1865.

The Mail after the know-nothing or native American party died out be-

came an extreme southern rights paper, and in the presidential election

of 1860 advocated the election of Breckenridge and Lane pre^ideirtial

ticket, and after Lincoln’s election favored secession from the union.

When the Confederate congress met in Montgomery. Mr. Hooper was
chosen as the clerk of the body, and 'on the lOtli day of May. 1861,

announced his withdrawal from the papier and the sale of his interest to Mr.

Robert Prazier, of Jackson county. The latter possessed some ability as

a wmiter, but the times had changed and his style was not that then

demanded. He did not remain with the paper more than a few months, and
returned to his old home. Mr. Coyne wms the main spiirit in the paper

until November 11th. 1863. On that date, the IMail appeared in new dress

and form. Mr. A. D. Banks had purchased the paper from klr. Coyne,

but Vjeing absent in the army' did not give it much personal attention.

Col. J. J. Seibels being generally' understood and recognized as the editor.

In tliG spring of 1-865, the Pederal troo}is were gradually' occupiy'ing Ala-

bama, and the !Mail began to contain articles xireparing the peoxde for the

change. The Advertiser bitterly' denounced their course. Soon after the

Pederal troopis occiqiied the city', Col. William Palconer, a scholarly'

country' gentleman, and quite a fluent and vigorous w'riter, took editorial

charge of the xiaxier and so continued until the 27th of June. He was well

known all during the war as a union man. He conducted the Mail while

he was in charge uiion a cmiciliatoi'y and coiiservative basis. In the slim-

mer of 1861, Mr. J. Carr Cilison had-pmrehased an interest and was the

princiiial owner at tlie time tlie war closed. In the fall of 1865, he
secured the servicf'S of Col. .Josexih Hodgson as an editorial writer. It was
an admirable selection. Col. Hodgson is a giaiduate of the university of

Yi)\ginia and settled in Kansas C'ity', Mo., and wars there luau-tieing law'
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and publisliin" a paper when the war came on. His paper g'ave offense

because of the stron" southern articles which it contained, and he soon

afterward left and came to Montgomery. He served through the war
gaining his title in the cavalry branch of the service. In the spring of

1863, he purchased an interest in the paper, and retained it until after his

election to the position of state sui)erintendent of education in ls7U. Capt.

J. F. 'Whitfield had in the meantime resumed his connection with the

paper by purchase of an interest, and was in the editorial department.

The paper was published, under the firm name of J. C. Gibson & Co., until

the spiring of ls67. when G. H. Gibson and .Tosejih Hodgson succeeded

.to the ownership, and in 1671. they disposed of it to IMessrs. A. P. Hen-
derson, J. L. Tait and J. W. Fannin. In a short while M. J. Williams

purchased the interest of Tait and Fannin, and on the 10th day of May
purchased Henderson's interest and immediately carried out an arrange-

ment for consolidation with the Advertiser, and thus the Mail jiassed out

of existence. In its day it was one of the most notable and powerful of

Alabama newspapers.

A paper out of the regular order, the like of which had not before

and has not since been published in xVlabama. was the Southern Military

Gazette. A lottery chapter had been obtained by Samuel Swan and others

from the legislature of 1653-54, and a certain sum was to be paid to a

military academy, located in east xVlabama. This paper was the outcome
of that lottery enterprise and published its advertisements, drawings, etc.

Mr. Swan was the publisher. It contained a great deal of reading matter

and. was edited with ability. The first number appeared December 1, 1854,

and the last in the latter part of 1857. Mr. Swan became a successful

homeopathic physician and settled in New York city.

In Januar.v. l'^53. the first issue of the “American Cotton Planter,'’

Dr. N. B. Cloud, editor and publisher, made its appearance. It was a

monthly publication and took high rank and circulated largely among the

farmers of Alabama and adjoining states. In 1857, the “ Soil of the South"

was consolidated with it. The publication was continued until the begin-

ning of the war, when it ceased to exist. While it was iuiblished it was
the organ of the Alabama State agricultural societ.y, of which Dr. Cloud

was the secretary.

In Ma.y, 1>53, a venture was made in klasonic journalism, the ‘Alasonic

Signet" making its ajipearance at that time. IMi’. W. Mitchell, formerly

of Missouri, was the proprietor and editor. He was a man of decided

ability and the author of a history of klasonry in the United States.

The paper was publislu'd in Montgomery for two years, when it was
removed to }*Iarietta, Ga.

Mr. P. II. Brittan, a veteran in the press, commenced, in 1857, a small

daily, the "Messenger It was not political and strove to furnish a
13*
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Strictly local paper. It met Avitli some success but ceased to exist in

January, ISuS, by reason of merging- into the "Confederation."

There was a growing sentiment of opposition to Mr. Yancey and his

ideas as to the duty of the democracy in view of the coming presidential

•contest of 18bn. Tlie Advertiser was in full accord with the great orator

:and sustained him and his course with great ability. The Alabama Jour-

nal suspended in the fall of lS,j7. and a number of democrats, who were
oxiponents of the Yancey school, purchased its matei’ial and outfit and on

the 18th day of January, Ibus. the first issue of the "Confederation"

ai^peared. Messrs. J. J. Seibels. W. R. R. Wyatt and P. ’H. Brittan were
the owners and jiroju-ietors. the latter having- consolidated his x>aper, the^

"Messenger,” with the new enterx)rise. Tne pax)er was publi.shed both

daily and weekly. Col. Seibels. the chief editor, was well known to the

people of the state by his former editorial connections and the x>ositions

of honor that he had filled. INIr. Brittan. by long and varied experience,

was a valuable man on any x^ax^er. ]\Ir. Wyatt had been the editor of a

village x^ai^er in Autaugaville, Autaga county. The x^iipei’ was xM’omx)t to

antagonize the friends of !Mr. Yancey, and soon i>laced itself in line with

those who, in 1800, stood by the fortunes of Stephen A. Douglas. It

opposed the action of the democratic state convention of 1800, which
instructed the delegates to the Charleston convention, in the event of a

certain contingency, to withdraw from that body. In taking this, xtosition

it was on the side of .lohn Anthony Ylnston, the ex-governor, John
Forsyth, the brilliant editor of the Mobile Register, Alexander White, an

eloexuent and impassioned orator, a former member of congress and but

lately out of the whig ranks, and many other able democrats. After the

election of Lincoln, the Confederation opx^osed the p^^^l^cy of secession

and advocated what was called "co-ox^eration” or action of the states in a

body instead of se}Tarately. Soon after the ordinance of secession, which
was adoi)ted by the convention on the 11th day of January, 1801. the

Confederation was discontinued. Col. Seibels was colonel of the sixth

Alabama regiment, one of the earliest to leave the state for the scene of

conflict in Virginia, and particixiated in the first l:)attle of Manassas. Cen.

John B. Gordon was a cajitain in the regiment and rose successively from

captain to lieutenant-general. Col. Seibels served one year and returned

to Alabama and dii^d in iMoiitgomery in the fall of 1855.

Mr. Bi-ittan was elected secretary of state in I'- .19 and Iield the

position until Wti7. In consequence of this, on the 19th of November,

1819, he disx)Osed of his interest in the x'*‘^pcr to IMr. E. A. Banks, who
had, on the 16th of the same month, ]mrchased tin' intf'rest of Mr. Wyatt.

Mr. Banks remained with the Confedm-ation until it was discontinued.

He was a vigorous writer and imxi;u-ted much of interest to its columns

by his editorials. He was in hearty accord witli Col. Seibels, was a

warm friend of Douglas, and a bitter oiiponent of secession. IMr. Banks
W'as teaching a nourishing school in iMoutgomery at the time he became
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a partner in this newspaper enterprise. He was a sou-in law of the late

Col. A. J. Pickett, Alabama’s historian. Mr. Banks served through the

war, and at its close entered business in Montgomery, but subsenuently

moved to New Orleans, where he died of yellow fe/er in (30 or '*37.

The union sentiment which existed in Montgoinery immediately prior

to the war was made manifest through the Montgomer.y Daily Post. Its

first number was on the 3d of April, ISOO, ander the proprietorship of

Messrs. W. P. Smitli, A. Prince and Warren Larkins, the hitter the

editor-in-chief, with Mr. M. P. Blue as local editor. It was not the expecta-

tion or intention of these gentlemen for the Post to enter the field of

politics, but to devote it to lucal and general news. On the 5th day of

July, Mr. W. P. Smith became sole proprietor, and on the 5th of July,

the Post declared for Bell and Everett, being the only paper in Mont-
gomery which advocated their election, although there was a large

'

number of voters in the city who were +iieir enthusiastic supporters.

Daniel Sayre, Esq., who had for years previously been an active editor

in Talladega and Tuskegee became the editor of the Post when it assumed
a political character, and did valiant service for the ]iarty, which claimed
as the principal plank in its platform, a declaration for “the Union, the
Constitution and the enforcement of the laws." Col. J. F. Gaines also

became cditorally connected with the Post at that time, and after the

election, became its proprietor and editor, and continued its publication

until eaidy in 1861. It opposed secession. Mr. Sayre at the time he took
the editorship of the Post was the grand secretary of the grand lodge of

Masons of Alabama, a position he filled until his lamented death a few
years ago. Col. Gaines, although an ox^ponent of secession, promptly
entered the army, made a gallant soldier and was promoted more than
once for gallantly, reaching the ranlc of colonel of cavalry. He lost a
leg in one of the battles during Sherman's march through Georgia.

Returning to Alontgomery at the close of hostilities he had arranged
to continue his journalistic career, with Mr. Reid in the Advertiser, but
he died Jul.y 19. on the night before the first issue of the x)axier, after the
military order had been removed. 3Mr. Larkins, the first editor of the
Post, died in the army at Norfolk, Va. , July, Mr. Smith servmd
from the beginning to the close. On his return home, was elected

clerk of the city court of Montgomery and died in l«'i37, wdrile filling

that j)Osition.

In the fall of 18GI, after the Federal occux^ation of Atlanta, the
Memxihis Ap^ieal, wdiich had hallowed the fortunes of the Confederac.y and
kejit up its regular daily issues, e.xcex)t when moving from one x^oint to

another, tvas established in Montgomery and remained there until 1S(35,

and soon after the close of the war resumed its x^'^^li^cation at its old
home in Mem[)his. It is still a x’'ax>cr of wdde influence in the Mississix^xJ
valley.

The first newsxuix')er started in Montgomery, after hostilities ceased.
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was called the Montcoinery Daily Ladyer. It made its bow on tlie 7th of

Auyust, ISOa. under the inanayement of Daniel Sayre and William Falconer,

with Mr. M. P. Blue as the local editor. ^Ir. Sayre soon discovered that

there wuis a wide diveryence of opinion between himself and i\Ir. Falconer,

and in two weeks Mr. Sayre disposed of his half interest to Capt. Ben-

jamin H. Kieser, and in December following, i\Ir. Falconer did likewise.

The Ledyer was continued until IMay, l'S'^6, when its i)ublication ceased.

Capt. Kieser was a veteran newspaper man and is still engaged in the

business as editor and proprietor of the Herald in Roanoke. Randolph
county. His first attempt at publication was the Southern Enterprise at

Fort Gaines. Ga. ,
and afterward the Banner at Abbeville, Henry county,

Ala., the Banner at Clayton. Barbour county, Ala., the Democrat at

Tuskegoe, Macon county. Ala. He was also for some years engaged in

publishing papers at Opelika, Lee county, and is now in the same business

at Roanoke, Randolph, county. He has always advocated the principles of

the democratic party. His grandfather was Benjamin Hawkins, the

celebrated United States agent among the Indians in Georgia and Alabama
before their removal, under treaties, to the w’est.

A little paper calle d the "Friend” made its appearence December 25,

1865. It was intended for the entertainment of boys and girls. Its

proxirietor was an accoinrdished Frenchman, Prof. P. H. Gourney. As
he made arrangements to move to Baltimore, its |)ublication was only of

a few months' duration. For some years Prof. Gourney taught school in

Baltimore and has also issued a fine school book for beginners in

French.

In 1833 or 1837, a daily evening jraxier wms started under the name of

the Picayune. Having no record of it, the names of those connected with

it cannot be given. The editorial management, however, was in the hands

of Thomas G. Jones, a young laAvyer Avho Avas just entering uxion the

practice. The articles attracted great attention and Avere recognized at

once as the xn’oduct of no ordinary mind. The Picayune did not last

long, but its editor has continued to croAv in xmblic fuA’or and is noAV the

able and distinguished governor of Alabama.

In August, 1808, Cax:)t. B. H. ScrcAvs, Avhose genius as a Avriter has

been for years Avell recognizetl, and Avhose pen and ink sketches of men
and matter during some of the most interesting periods cf Alabama's

history, Avere greatly enjo.yod, established a Aveekl}’ jAuxier, the "Ca|Aital

City Record.” It Avas Avhat its name x)ur]'>orted. and furnished an excel-

lent comiiilation of all that Avas transpiring of interest in the city and
country at large. After one year's ti'ial. he di.^continued it. Xo man in

Alabama has Avarmer friends than Cax)t. ScrcAVS. He has served the

* peojile of his country in the legislature and held other xiositions of honor
and trust.

January 1, l-'^57, the second educational journal Avas founded Hn the

state, this one issuing from ^Montgomery. It Avas also a monthly and

i
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was called the Alabama Educational .Tournal. It was devoted to the

cause of popular education, science, literature, morality, and had a semi-

religious tone. The publisher was lYilliarn P. Perry, state superin-

tendent of education, and it was ju'inted by Rarret & Wiinbish. The
venture, in the then comparatively new and practically untried branch of

journalism in Alabama, must have enjoyed some measure of succe,ss. for

the publication of the Alabama Educational .Journal was continued for

some time. It is of record that Xoah K. Davis, during the years 1858-59,

was publishing a journal in Montgomery bearing this same name and

devoted to the same cause, but it is not known, for certain, that it was
the same concern.

The Southern Teacher, a journal of school and home education, was
established by W. S. Barton, July 1, 1859. It lived to see the second

volume. The Alabama Educational Magazine was established April, 1871,
^

by Joseph Hodgson, state superintendent of public instruction. It after-

ward took the name of the Advance. This one probably attained a

greater degree of success than any of the other journals of this class, but

it, too, has long since departed this life.

John Hard}" spent the greater portion of his life editing and publish-

ing newspapers in Alabama. His first elforts were at Wetumpka, and

afterward at Cahaba and Selma. At the latter place, in 1853, he estab-

lished the State Sentinel, and advocated the cause of the union w'ing of

the democracy. In the spring of 1SG7, he removed his office and materials

to Montgomery and issued the Sentinel as the organ of the republican

party. It wms the first attempt to establish a newspaper of that faith in

Alabama. During his entire career he had been in antagonism to Mr.

Yancey and his wing of the democracy and was regarded as a union man
during the whole war period. The first issue of the Sentinel in Ylont-

gomery was on the 17th of IMay, 1807, and again Montgomery's great

chronicler. M. P. Blue, was announced as local editor. Dail}" and w’eekly

issues w"ere jniblished, but there was but little stqiport of the paper, and in

less than eighteen months after its first appearance, the “State Sentinel’*

was discontinued. Ylr. Hardy made no further investuienls in Alabama
journalism. He was appointed United States marshal and served during
Johnson's and a jiortion of Grant's term. He died some years ago at his

home in Dallas county.

Another republican 2)aper, however, made its appearance September,

16, 1808. It was started under the name of the State .Tournal by C. T.

Thweatt & Co. Prom .January 8, 1809, Capt. J. W. Dimmick was the

proprietor of the paper. It had a number of changes in 'i)ro]n'iotors and
editors during its career. Among the editors George M. Drake and .1. B.

Bingham were regarded as men of supi'rior ability. Mr. Drake is at

present in the foreign mail department of the post-master general's office

at Wa.shington, while Mr. Bingham has passcnl out of the knowledge of

the peo[)le‘ of Alabama, but a few years ago ho was editing a democratic
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paper at Brunswick, Ga. On the 1st of March, Mr. x\rtiiur Bini;--

ham, then state treasurer, purchased the entire establislnuent and owinal

it until its publication ceased a few years afterward. The next daily

newspaper established in Montgomery was the ''Morning News” by
Messrs. J. IM. Richards and J. E. Roberts, sometime in ’7i!— or '73. Itwa.s

a sprightly lively sheet but its life w as sh(«rr and its ])ropi udoj'S finding

that outgo was greater than income concluded to suspend. There was
still another daily established along in the early seventies, the "Sun."

It, too, was a paper of merit, but its cliief projn'ietor, Capt. J. M. Palk-

ner, concluding that the field was not large enough, disposed of it to the

Advertiser. One of the finest agricultural x^iipers 'ever published in Ala-

bama was the “Plantation’’ by Hon. Jefferson Falkner. during the year

^1878-9. It secured a large circulation and gained a wide reputation.

There were other publications during these years, but not of sufficient

length of life to warrant any special referenco to them.

The Montgomery Daily Disptitch was the name of a paper which
appeared early in October. 1885. It was published at 80.00 per annum
and every day. This was the first time that it had been attempted to

iurnish seven papers a week in the state. The paper was a stock com-
pany. The first editors were Messrs. M. A. Baldwin and Alva P’'itz-

patrick, both young men of decided ability, which was soon developed in

the columns of the Dispatch. Mr. Baldwin,, however, soon retired, and
Mr. Fitzpatrick was left in editorial control. There were many changes
in the ownership of stock, but D. S. Ti'oy, a man of great wealth, was
the iirincipal stock-holdei'. In the summer of 1888. Mr. Richard Weight-
man, who had accpiired considerable reputation on the press of New
Orleans and Washington, became editor. On the morning of August 10,

1889, the Dispute]] announced its suspension, the Advertiser having

bought its subscription lists. In a few weeks, IMessrs. Horace Hood and

J. B. Simpson, who had been on the editorial force of the Dispatch,

brought out the Evening .lournal. which is still publislied, and with the

Advertiser, which is ])ublished in the morning, the journalistic daily

field is filled in Montgomery.
In 1888, Mr. H. G. iMcCall. who had bought the Alliance .Journal,

heretofore published elsewhere, moved it to iMontgomery and continued

its publication for about a year, and in l^-isU its name was changed to

Alliance Herald, with P’'rank Baltzell as editor. The lattei' was a strong

advocate of the fUliance cause and always took a part in political con-

tests. Since the election in November last, it has not })resented a very
vigorous a[>pearance and the indications are that it will not much longer

continue publication. For some years the Alabama^ Baptist, a paper

owmed by IMajoj’ .1. G. Harris, has been ]mblished in Montgomery. Until

quite recently it was b.y a lease arrangement, in charge of Messrs. Haro
and Pope, who conducted it with great satisfaction to the large and



i.t'iniiiu. '5^0 jwaowaw

...fliu wJtiA J/; /7T=1\d<m!M IS IIO^ *i> .,-Jslv/Miita Js isq*^

iiiiifi ^ iflaw .«*«»

a

rT^*^*aUJ^in^o 3-*^^' 'i*
I'r •

-

Zvn-
'mvvidi naA^ -f/warvi,; cn^Jwo J^tU '«

'.iUJt:'. o<J» ,>.“{ .

'
"**^: IV»•.# j

• .j!«''l ^4 .1 J'jv' lOfjiKf « ««w-
'

^cli v-vj u ia i/*^><ini'X( .j4\*,1j-'*p *
'fiio'i

-rtl/i .j) '»r>j{vjMfi
j

fwo«0 .Kwndv b

A

ii;yv ydT ^tJnyi) /•'<)<t 41 «'il

.at'-H'tfm.i-q'n '.»bm ^;^fl.£{^^,:to'!R. b*mrj?i8

.iiK>r,<flJi:.'V. Id l''U"-tif4
lyiiJ'O .»>'i'QW .

di 7^tX« TM)KT1J* V Ol iOSi-l 1®

i^'-Mlvf n*KTl«{ n l. -f -•HtjSlT a^Ir v,i';*mo|$JiioM drfTjji#

or f'^Hl Imf n l-uAr }«!<& »m- afUT,,. v^fe- T»»v« t>nj»:

-ino> ,^#IT' ,i#eia '»rf4 til « law^ -a»'m

iti'-i «viA hftii’ n.lwMwii :^ ^^..Vi’'^r*«?-,>U s-iy^r -w4*£m lr»a »rfT
, ^

Iff
i^*r:^^r%£l.id^ i^i*h»h Ho am }^aim

hitK .M-iiW i2i.«v .•I'iVv’i/"!! .ftlv/WfiM .nlA- .HWapKI hiU-M ^oiaiilm ^di

^.Jv ^r.^fr wfOf\T «; asv? >loh1fMjsJf'I^>TM

.^.>>vr £i;ir)?4 to itom.A mA ‘to

-'tdiiiGW
a»i

1«* >;a'>'uj.
L'nlapoH htiif oilw

~ '^ * « .»«_ IflF t — ..- & faaf 1

1^

^r»5vj>:l’ '*fjt fw«rtri!a.Mii«? d^ifiqw'lQ

ruw bor»« W->t: K til *«•>«?* . g
,d;»l.>t«‘.Kl drf'f '.w£T n'0.;.'/»^«<* h<»»A" <>

4
^ Xr

.

Mir rfHw ijur. .f.yrbii^iiii'/ej iOHa'i

vlhib !< ‘Rilxi'V'ifdL dii'j ,'^^n^MVvfe^ ^>iiy irtffls^rkbuf *i

y^HGuu’^JDx'K ni b®iiil fei bto®

JjunJi 'T. ’vutTiilifA <JC\H t;{1?:J,o<i. ntl'tr .(,> .H «tl

rv:>.n*tj>nyv i»W« b|. it ••.*>v‘.HlVr*'<4^** *>'tG^oidi<»fi

'\f, b^V’>fff:^l-' ».i,v '^uimt fsH fi%l ..^i 'littii'. •t«^4 Ml

i!iii>’i.!H i- !'J5V?' i*>|jb 1 ^»it/l ”a^i limlUiil rfll'/if-

m<i Iri JiJ/loii ni I7.W-I ^ alowJ i>ii^ ,*v.tftv> HWiiilJA rt)iJ Joi^lflnovte

V i*^/ n ion f^iiU tr »t 0t»iUbolA cwfet

'd,trr(r l**ir HJ #.' »». -t
,»<4>»)«'»ipJi>iKii>*' ' d,H'>

<i i«4-jsja.
'

3v:'^'**^^^^^'¥^
4*******^^

f.niiX io iri h «biv 4
X/G4{ »>dJ m Alr^xi^Jyk-jtihaof}

*%



ALABAMA JOURNALISM. 199

r

t

{

influential reliirious denomination in whose behalf it is published. It is

now under the management of its owner. Major Harris.

There is a paper in 'Montgomery called the "IMoutgomery Methodist,”

published by Rev. .T. B. Camming and largely in the interest of the

Dexter Avenue church, using it as a means of keeping up an interest in

the erection of the handsome building for which the foundations have
been laid.

Rev. C. Whitaker, rector of the church of the Holy Comforter,

publishes each month an exceedingly interesting little paper in the

interest of the Protestant Episcopal church. It is called the Diocese, and
is gradually growing in circulation.

Major. T. .1. Key is publishing in Montgomeiy a first class monthly
magazine, the Argriculturist, and giving great satisfaction to its patrons.

Several papers have been published and edited by negroes at different

times in IMontgomery. With one or two exceptions they have been con-

ducted with moderation. A notable exception was in the case of one

Duke, whose violent utterances, a few years ago, were calculated to stir

up race riots, and he concluded that it was better for him to seek some
other locality, which he promptW did. There is a disposition among the

negroes to support the ])apers published by men of their own race, but

not lUntil recently have they given countenance to any which did not

advise support of the republican party. At present they have a very

good weekly paper which notes all their social happenings, weddings,

school entertainments, church meetings, etc., with a good deal of political

matter at odd times.

A paper bj* the name of the Clarion was established at Claiborne in

Monroe county in 1820. We have no further information concerning it

and cannot give name of its founder, length of life or any of its early

history. Claiborne, at that time, was a point of great inpiorlance and the

place of trade for people living at long distances and on botli sides of the

Alabama river. Many of Alabama's mast distinguished sons were
once citizens of the place, among them men wlio have been governors,

senators and representatives in congress. Its former greatness disap-

peared with the advent of railroads to the east and west of it. the

Alabama river being its line of transportation. A pa}M'r called "The
Southerner ' was published at Claiborne for many years, suspending some
time after l^hl and before l'^r)rji. but no accurate inforination about it is

obtainable. The first paper pidilished in the county after the war was
published at Claiboine and under the name of tlie iMoni’oe Journal. It

was conducted by S. B. Byrd. Sr., and afteiward lay S. B. Byrd. Jr. The
latter afterward conducted a pap(-r in Louisiana. Tin* .Journal, in I'^IOor

1871, was removed to klonroeville and for some years was edited by
S. M. Davidson.

In the fall of I''*)!') or spring of HfiT. the Monroe Eagle wa.s^ founded

at klonroeville by the son.', of S. B. Byrd and edited by Ih'v. W. W.



"i'l
• .TA

f*<?f

jl hi ii Ijiiipfd '‘aorf-;r rt| aoipwitrmfhh 6ut^i^Hv: Uil/taaaai

"*
'

.
' — -1

'

' ' . - . *• »'
.. r-T — .X f-^... ./.klfvX

oiij

of

jVJirf

di '!» .In’.m3ai '•iH tH- 'Oil:? • X
I ne u.' lo 'fmvrrA lOiKoSi

^ ^

,&' rf‘)i<l// ^^4r^fo^i^;<i WtOfebfuirf 4*il1 iU>

,Wf;l ffO'-Wf -

li -hH 'to il-JrtwfcS, v.rfi
•‘^ -

(TKii iifii.ts''*

r

?5 iliitow rl-i«o eodaUt^D'l J

I jj-aiur* <if :ii
Jaw'^.Jai

.0o!|>tUi wi’> (ti ^isr/tty:-'^

v(«fJiforn i^r^^: ic't^'< •' v,>‘>/£.io''4lti«iM ui
,

X* ..T .'Wi^M

iMi i>.j
^ afll

w’TnJ’t tii. c^v>0 (:^'ni y.«i J,:«>tiljt’r»
^^qdtq- » '^^

. <v!io!li.tt^' .) '(:

-•itt jti ly-iriK'

f-.Ti: .«r>'..i:i' *i<.(.

• »
..'/

:i
difW m mmli

•uto V' 'it; iti ^''7/ h illJ’w Xx>J(iob'l

*tiJi i>) iiHjjjt} .Ic.i a' lU'->iol7 f*sodw

-•rroA >lyi« t>i luiil M4W H .Atwit 'ixi bau .feJoii q0

«.n ^^noio« nnrtjsfxieib .>: «?i M^{'^.f^i:(f&in .&4 d^ktw ,.xirl«9<^l

,ii.' ( -joif-t h‘,Yo •i'tftd-* irt itoitr
,

Yd

'•'Pi hd) /hldv/" ycH oj Y'jftt Jo.ti
_

•n^v ,K
•'

'i Jn‘.S‘r«( lA if^sildiHfvt ud-J e«rff>«
'

‘ .^,’S^=ai,wq< 5
j;d fhItVfi mqr^i vjyls^ iyocy^

J...”it>i'n't V-> ''.‘•b bu>:s5 « i{.n-^ tftf'ittdw .ja.Taiw.«ii'^n«»3«» - foodoa

!ti '>inodr-t;i':» n- rjtiflKfj‘Jiii'17 \wlT ’if) ^iMPd Wii V.d A
ii nnitrt'<-JW..'^ nryhuifnoUri rjwt'm’i •.nt^ptf ‘tW m danaoU^'>

f'5 t:‘> ' 1 ; V'fi 30 'ifl "<<' d'Vtyl ?ii if) <>"!V foncuio tma

.,di hni. !•) ..-i-vMfjffiui ,ir.'’.w5i lo Jmti ••rt'ioteW * ‘

. (II n<* h«»? 'f'iiHinaih. iji nkit'lt.-^' 908fq% St

M ^ 'if"' y,t':si/ .rwi<^ifiA

(•ifi ‘>v''wf m4w '>dl Ja -<)ir.»sitl‘> o?>ao >

•i‘:;-'ili -.-'>'1 jj:'H ^ I'MlU'il -'.JI ilj *^'iOvl6CI'>a

,ff '.j *< i*'iK jhx'.o yil; <>J al»iMriIi( 5i lo Jivjvhn vdi jithf hwB9q

V, r j .i:.; .* /. .'‘.ttXi >;tr ecrrf(d»IA

-u(/.< •y.i« hi! '»•[:-, ri> YA.M'jW y»4 I Jtf.#*<!#? t^ffWJtWoB

rtj .'i )thHlK !'!• 'vWfnCH-llfi 'dinWi'IM Di3 Jtuj O'l'fliod fuwi l()"ll OfOit

-1.77 -Mr’/ ‘.iilr 5 > iHl. *ii t'H'dt ‘hiV .M^oicido

tl yvn.iN.l, ..,.. r-.IA ^..!l |o ooiwa i‘Hf,)(f« f.iij; wii<Hd4'.> 1«

mi!T .ll 'V'rrU n >• yx) trifivnd'%^iMwrMyisS V>n>dtM/fMTu3

•IV - iti ««iiT id f
*»’d‘K«b«u>.»

vii - o w •d*»jv>«" yoisjU'MJ' <*i ij* )OUm mW-. ,lX^t
•

. '

, 7ti>^biTMi M .a

iv.itdJHA /w: w •i'ti/x'a .wj-iikJ/. ->iil ,7{fA-a ao lo iUI

.7/ .'// ',‘/<in fd bidilVf ba»i. l••IYa il 'Uf *»«<>*

V,'! ' . .itV



200 MEMORIAL RECORD OP ALABAMA.

Spence. The Ea^'lo wa.s is.sued but a few years. J)uririg its exi.stence,

howcvei’, it was one of the be.st edited weekl}'" papers in the state, [Mr.

Spence bein.it R remarkably able and vig'oroas writer. 1’h.e i.ssue then

was the removal of the court house from Monroeville to Claiborne, and it

gave life and impulse to the two papers then published in the county.

For a few years after the suspension of these two pai>ers. Monroe county

was without one. Mr. Horace Hood. nv>w of tVm Montgomery Evening
Journal, re-established the Monroa Journal at Moiuoeville and managed
it cai>ably and acceptably for some years, making it an excellent weekly
and county paper. Upon his retirement and removal from the county,

Mr. I. Q. Salter succeeded to the manag'emeut, and the .Journal is still

conducted by him.

In 1867 the county of Hale was created. Uniil that time the larger

portion of its territory had been within the limits of Greene county.

'

Greensboro, the county seat of Hale county, was among the earliest towns
in the state to enjoy newspaper advantages, as the Green County Patriot

was established there in 1S2.', by Thomas Easton, and was published under

that name for a number of years. In 1831, it was succeeded by the Greene
County Sentinel, wdth Daniel F. Brown as editor, wlio sold it to Thomas
DelVolf, and he, in a few years afterward dis])osed ot it to Mr. McCormick,
Mr. DeWolf moving to Cahaba, where he pul.lished the Dallas Gazette

for some years prior to his removal to Montgomery. [Mr. McCormick
did not long retain the Sentinel, but sold it to John B. Ritenhouse, and
moved to Tuscaloosa and from that point to Montgomery. In a few
months Mr. Ritenljouse made a sale of the paper to Charles Briggs. The
Sentinel passed into the hands of Col. John G. Harvey in lb43. He
changed its name to the Alabama Beacon, which it has borne from that

day to this. The Beacon, therefore, is among the oldest papers in tlie

state. Col. Harvt'y was a graduate of the Military academy at West
Point. He was a cultured gentleman and set a fine example to all his

editorial associates. During his connection with the AlaVjama press, he

was never involved in any unseemly contest, yet no man was more prompt
to express Ids honest convictions on all ([uestions that arose. He was a

life long democrat, and tlie Beacon never knew any other political creed.

He remained in charge of the paper until liis death, which f)ccurred on

the 3d day of July, Ubb. For nearly half a century he gave his patrons

a weekly paper couclied in purest English, and breathing only tlie most
elevated and refined sentiments. After Col. Harvey's death, .lames Bon-

durant took charge of the paper and published it until .January, at

which tiiiif it passed into the hands of [Messrs. H. G. Benners and Edwin
Jack, who maintained its high character.

In November, H7C), the Greensboro Watchman was established by W. C.

Garrett, who pul>lTshed it for a few years and sold out to Ale.xander H.

‘Williams, who died in hss,'). 'pp,. paper was then purchast'd by William

E. W. Yerby, who now owns and ('di1s it. Since its tirst issue, to the
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present, tlie Watchman has been a bright, newsy paper, attractively pub-

lished and well edited.

The So.ithern University Magazine is the name of a most creditable

magazine, established in Greensboro in ISsO. and still published under the

auspices of the two literary societes of the university at Greensboro. The
only point in Hale county, outside of Greensboi’o, in which a paper has

ever been pulilished, is Newbern. In 1S02, Mr. S. Hardenburg establi.shed

the Newborn News, which he is still publishing weekly.

We are still in the twenties in tracing out the history of the papers of

the state, and so far. all that were establi.shed prior to the close of l'^26,

have been noted. In U27, Lawrence county was for the first time en-

rolled among those with a newspaper published within its limits. It was
started at Coiu'tland and was called the Courtland Reijorter. Its editor

and jiroprietor was Wiley Conner, and not being well sustained he discon-

tinued its publication in less than two years from the date of its first issue.

The Moulton Advertiser was established at Mordton, the county seat

of Lawrence county, in 1828, by Col. A. A. McCartney. He came from
Pennsylvania, was a practical printer and possessed of a fair education.

Along in the forties he disposed of it to Judge T. M. Peters and Matt C.

Galloway. Judge Peters being a lawyer and having other and more im-

portant business to look after, sold out to j^oung Galloway and retired

within a j'ear from the date of purchase. Galloway continued the publi-

cation of the Advertiser for several years and was succeeded by his

cousin, Levin J. Galloway. The latter held the paper for a year or two
and disposed of it to Samuel H. McCord, who published it until 1851,

when D. C. White became its owner and editor. That relation he has oc-

cupied ever since, a period extending over forty-two years. It has always

been democratic in polities and very popular with the people of north

Alabama. Up to lc51, it had been a five-column folio, but after IMr.

White obtained control he enlarged it to a six-column folio and two years

afterward made a further enlargement to seven columns.

In 1&4". E. JI. Williamson commeuced the publication of a paper at

Moulton, called the "Lawrence County Sentinel.” He disposed of it at

the end of two years. Some years afterward, Mr. Williamson xmbiished

the Chronicle at Haynevillo. Lowndes count3v where he had located as a

lawj'cr, afterward moving to Montgomeiy. He attained some eminence

in- the jirofession. At the time of his death, a \'ear or two ago. he was
living at Clanton in Chilton county-, Ala. Since the close of the war be-

tween the states, several attemxhs have been made to establish a XRixmr at

Courtland. but all of tliem were signal failures. In l'>72. Mr. I). C. White,

of the IMoulton Advertiser, bought the material for an eight-column folio

paiier and commenced the publication of the Courtland News, as an ex-

perinumt. Finding that he was losing mone\’ he sold the outfit to M. L.

Frierson, who moved tlu' x'l^iper to Decatur and gave it the name of the
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News. After chan,<i-in<4' ]R'oprietors several times it finally fell into the

hands of Dr. L. Hensley Grubbs, its present pro]»rietor.
^ In ls75. Col. 1). K. Hundley started the Courtland Reporter, but after

a career of only one year, he transferred it to E. M. Ragland, who a few
months afterward gave it u]i and left the state.

In 1^70, Eranlc IsIcBride set ipj a greenback paper at Courtland, giving

it the name of "The Friend of the Laborer." The paper did not live as

long as its paj'ty. The Alabama State 'Wln'el Avas the next ventur*' in

opposition to the IMoulton Advertiser. It was brought over from Frank-

lin county in and in the winter of IbtKj, it was bankrupt and soon

sold at public outcry. J. Asa Roundtree became the purchaser, and is

now publishing, with the outfit, his paper, the Hartselle Encpiirer. The
Moulton Advertiser is the only paper now published in Lawrence county

and has just celebrated its sixty-fourth anniversary and the forty-second

under the capable administration of IMr. D. C. 'White. It makes him the

oldest editor and publisher in the state in point of continued service.

The paper has a good circulation and a fine advertising jiatronage. There
are hundreds of its present subscribers who commenced with the first

number after Mr. White took control and Avho will ebng to it to the last.

Mr. W'hite taught his father and four of his brothers hotv to set type.

The next county in order of time in which a newspaper was estab-

lished was Franklin. It was published at TuscumVjia, now the county

seat of Colbert county, and one of the most }>rosperous towns at that

time in Alabama, being near the Tennessee river and in the center of a

rich agricultural county. One of the first railroads ever built in the

United States was the one from Decatur to Tu.scumbia, the obstructions

in the Muscle shoals of the Tennessee river forbidding water transpor-

tation beyond Tuscumbia. We hfive but little information concerning

this liaper. but it was called the Tuscumbian and its first issue was either

in 1830 or 1831. It was certainly prior to the establishment, in 1>>31, of

the Nortli Alabamian at Tuscumbia. The press Avork on the Tuscumbian
was done at HuntsAulle. Avhich AA'as sixty miles eastward. It is current

history that the editor of this paper Avas Henry S. Foote, then starting

life as a young laAvyer. His career afterward as United States senator

from IMississippi, and goA'ernor of that state, is Aveli knoAvn to the country

at large. Asa Messtmger and William RoUston, estal)lished the North
Alabamian as above noted in hs;;i. They continued as partners until

some time in the forties. Avhen Mr. ^Messenger disposed of his interest

to Mr. Rollston, Avho continued to edit and puljlish it until a sinn’t time

before the Avar. Rollston and lilessenner were Avliigs, and the North
Alabamian founht the battles of the party as long as it liad "a local

habitation and a name." During the greater poj-tion of this time, the

Franklin Democrat Avas also pid)lished at Tuscumbia by A. C. MattlieAA's,

who died at Tupelo Avithin recent years. His paper Avas the organ of

the democracy as the Alabamian aaus of the AA'higs. and many a battle
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royal did the editors have in the colurniis _of their 'papers. Rollston, in

18G0, removed to Paducah. Ky.. where he died ten or twedve years ago.

hlis remains were taken to Tiuscumbia iot- interment, v here they re-

pose beside those of his old iiartner and associate, who died some years

before him. Al^out the beginning of 18G1. che Xorrh Alabamian became

the properly of North Messenger, the oldest son of the founder of the

paper, by whom it was published daring ilio war, w ith occasional sus-

pensions, when the Federal troops occupied the lown. He died in f sOu,

when the paper became the [)ro]ierTy of Andrew' Hroden, an old citizen

and planter. North Messenger married Miss Rozell of Little Rock,

Ark. She is a lady of w'oll-known literary and poetical tastes, and notv

resides in Washington. One of her sons is on the staff of the Washington
Evening Star. After 186.1. the Alabamian was conducted under lease by
F. A. Ross and John R. Green, as a democratic paper. They were suc-

ceeded by C. C. Sheets, rvho conducted as an organ of the republicans.

In the w'inter of 1806-7, Rev. Joseph Shackelford began publishing

the Christian Herald. Avhich he had publi.shed in Moulton, since July,

1865. He was and is yet a prominent Bajttist preacher. Soon afterward

he started the Tuscumbia Times and rented the North Alabamian from
Mr. Broder and united the two papers under the name of the Alabamian
and Times, which it bore until .January, 1^75. The paper tvas then

purchased by Capt. A. H. Keller, w'ho resumed the old name and dropped
the Times prefix. Capt. Keller is still editing and publishing the North
Alabamian as a straight democratic newspaper and making it one of the

most popular papers of the state. In the meantime. Dr. Shackelford

discontinued the Christian Herald and it w'as removed to Nashville,

Tenn., and afterward sold to the Christian Index, at Atlanta, Ga.

In 1858 or 1859, an idtra democratic and southern riglits paper called

the Constitution made its appearance in Tuscumbia and was continued

until 1861. Dr. R. T. Abernathy and Dr. A. iM. Barclay w'ere the editors.

Hon. ,J. H. Sloss w'as an associate edito'r of the Alabamian and Times,

until he w'as elected to congress in 1870. He served two terms and, i^e-

fore finishing out his second, left the democratic party. He afterward

edited at Tuscumbia. a republican paper called the Chronicle. The
Press was reported to have been purchased by George E. Spencer, then

United States senator from Alabama. The North Alabamian is now
printed on that press. The Chronicle changed its name and became the

Times, and not long afterward ceased to live. In 1879 or ‘8o, IMessrs.

F. A. Rqss and E. IM. Ragland commenced publisliing the Tuscumbia
Democrat. It went tlirough several clianga^s of proprietors and in Feb-

ruary, 1886, it was bought by Capt. Keller and its pi;blication then ceased.

In 1884, the tow'n of Shelfield. a few miles from Tuscumbia, sprang into

importance mid during the land sales there the North Alabamian w'as

published as a daily. The next attempt to establish a paper in

bia was that of A. ,J. Blake, a republican, who pul>lished the Clarion.
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Its length of life was not over a year. In isSe, the TuscuniV)ia Dispatcli

was started by T. T. and Oscar Simpson and continued by them until

1890, when they sold out to. Capt. Keller of the North Alabamian. In

1887, the Sheffield Land, Coal & Iron company bought an outlit for a

aaily pai)er. Sheffield is in Colbert county. The services of George H.

Pardee were secured, and he conducted the paper, which was called the

Sheffield Daily Enterprise, with great ability, until a short time before

his deatli, about three years ago. He was succeeded by Col. Tom L.

Cannon, and he, by Hon. Polk Ijaffoon, a few years ago a representative

in congress from Kentucky. The present editor and manager, who suc-

ceeded Laffoon, is iSIajor W. J. Sykes. The paper is now published as a

weekly. The Keajier is a promising two year old weekly, published at

Sheffield by Messrs. Comstock and Baldwin. Another weekly called the

Sheffield Times was established three or four years ago by a stock com-'

pany and edited by John T. Hull. It suspended in 1891.

Major Thomas J. Kej-, now chief clerk in the State Agricultural

department at Montgomery, was in ante helium days the editor of the

Franklin Democrat, above referred to, and had many a tilt with his whig
contemporary. Kollston, of the old Nortii Alabamian. Major Key for some
years published a monthly farmeis' magazine at Sheffield and moved it

to Montgomery in 189n, where it is noAV published. It is one of the best

of its kind in the south.

In Franklin county, that is the portion remaining after Colbert was cut

-off, several newspapers are now published. IVe have no information as

to those of an early date. RusselhTlle, the county seat since the advent

of the railroad, haa become a prosperous town with a number of large

mining industries and has not for several years been Avithout a neAvs-

paper, although, in 18s(\ thei-e Avas not a paper ])ublislied in Franklin

county. The Soutliprn Idea is noAV piiblished there by J. H. IVest.

Butler county 's first paper Avas published in 1893, Avith .John JV. "Womack
as editor and Thomas J. .Judge proprieto]’. The material had J)een used

in the imVjlicafion of a paper at Claiboime. Th<^ name giA'on to Butler's

paper A\ as the Greenville WTug. Its publication ceased in IffiJti as the

-editor and })roprietor both gave up the lousiness in order to serve Avith

the troops that Avere engaged in lighting the Indians. Col. W'omack
became cpiite [irominent in the politics of the state. Mr. Judge read laAV,

and from the printer’s case made rajiid advancement. He Avas at the

time of his death one of the justices of tlie supreme court of the state (aI

Alabama, and preivous to tluit had serA'ed in both bramdies of the slate

legislature, representing for a portion of his legislatiA'e career I^oAvndes

and the other M(Aiitgomery county. After the susirmsion of the W'liig,

Butler Avas Avithout a paper until 1847, Avlien the South Alabamian Ava.s

established. It remained neutral in politics until l'^.')! or K.'i;. Avhen

John S. Davis sold it out to a firm, Hill N .Jones, Avho continued the
publication some montlis and until Hill formed a company and Avent into
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the ai’my as captain. Jones soon followed him' into the service. The
paper was then left in the hands of the old pro]irietor, Davis, who con-

tinued its publication until l''nJ or lobS, when Lbe olhce was destroyed

by fire. The support the Alabamian gave to the democracy incensed the

whigs, and they induced two young men who were printers to publish a

paper in their behalf. They connnenced in or '53, calling their paper

the Messenger. The publisher.s were Osborn and Livingston. In two
or three years Osborn sold his interest to L. D. Steele. The Messenger
then continued publication until both of its proprietors entered the Con-

federate army. Livingston went out as first lieutenant of the Greenville

Guards, the first company leaving the county. Steele soon followed as

lieutenant in another company. The paper suspended j^M^lication and
the material was burned in one of the many fires which occurred in

Greenville during the war. The Greenville Observer was the next paper
to appear. It was originally the Pensacola Observer and wars taken to

Greenville, when its proprietor refugeed to that place after the Federal
troops entered and occupied Pensacola. Its publication was kept up
until the war closed, when it was moved to its old home in Florida.

In the fall of 1865, the Greenville Advocate was brought out by
T. M. Leatherwood and J. B. Stanley. In 1867, the latter bought his

partner's interest and has ever since continued the publication. The
Advocate niider his management has been one of the most successful

newspapers ever published in the state. It has from its first issue until

the present been an earnest snpi^orter of the democracy. Mr. Stanley
has occui^ied the highest positions in the gift of his associates of the

state i^ress, having served many years as president of the state associa-

tion. He was at one time first vice-x^resident of the National editorial

association. He has given the people of the county of Butler a x-japer

—

attractive in its malvc up, x^v^R’e in its sentiments and unswerving in

advocacy of those princix^les which he believed to be right. His son,

R. H. Stanley, is now associated with him in the x'l^x^er and has given
marired evidence of journalistic ability.

In 1867, W. W. Beasley established a paper called the Southern News.
It was published for about two years and then was moved away. Early
in 1^^68, or ’69, Jolin S. Davies x'^^^'t'ii'Ased material and intended to re-

vive liis old X5^^1>ei5 South Alabamian, but before bringing out the
first issue he died, klessrs. Thames & Porter bought the material, and
under their management the old South Alabamian once more greeted its

friends. This x';ix>(^i’ changed hands four- or five times in as many years.

In 1^75, the Advocate oftice was destroyed by fire, and Mr. Stanlev
bought the material of the Alabamian lor continuing tiie x)^>1->lh'i>.tion of

his own x^ax>er, and the Alabamian was again susxiended. Tlie next oxpm-
nent with wiiicii the Advocate had to contend was the Indexxmdent
Thinker, XBibU.shod for a year or two by J. iM. Wliiteliead. Tlio pnaterial

Avas afterward sold and removed to Rutledge and used in tlie x»ui)lication
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of tlio first paper ostablislied in Crensluuv county. In duriny a

warm local contest over county officers, the Greenville Echo was estab-

lished, with James Thanu'S, editor and })ro])rietor. He continued it until

his death about one year afterward. The editorial control then fell into

the hands of Rev. B. H. Crumpton, who continued less than a year. The
good will of the pa])er went to the Advocate and tlie material was sold

and carried away. The True Democrat was the name of a short-lived

paper. Its material was purchased by a printer named Stalker, who be-

gan, in October, 1801, The Greenville Local. It lived less than a year,

w'hen the Advocate purchased the material. In 1S92, the Living Truth

was moved to Greenville fi'om Georgiana and is now being published as

a third party paper by J. M. Whitehead. Several pa])ers at different

times have been published at Georgiana, in Butler county, but no infor-

mation concerning them is at hand.

The first newspaper established in Talladega county was the Southern

Register and Talladega Advertiser. It was issued on the 17th of July,

1835, at S3 per annum in advance. John F. Henderson was the publisher

and his son, Samuel Henderson, was the printer's "devil. ” Robert H.

Chapman, then a lawyer, was the editor. In ls37, Thomas L. Barnett,

Esq., became the editor. On August 4, 183f^, Samuel Henderson, in a

neatly written salutatory, assumed the editorship. He retained it but one

week, as on August 11, 1>^38, Samuel F. Rice, having bought the estab-

lishment, became the editor. In September, 1839, the Southern Register

was re-purchased by John F. Henderson, and changed to the Pat dot,

which was edited by Samuel Henderson. In 1842, the name of the

paper was changed to the Southerner and was edited for a short period

by Lewis E. Parsons, Esq. B. H. Spyker, Esq., became editor on IMr.

Pai'son’s retirement, and in January. 1''43, the paper was discontinued.

In the latter part of the year, 4)reparatory to the great presidential con-

test of 1844, the tj^pe, press and material were bought by a company, and

in February, 1844, the Alabama Reporter made its appearance under the

editorial supervision of B. H. Spyker and Daniel Sayre. Spyker soon

relinquished the sole management to IMr. Sayre, who conducted it for

several years. In 1850, the paper passed into the hands of M. G. Shel-

ley, now of Austin, Tex. He was succeeded by his cousin. X. W. Shelley,

who, in 1855, sold the establishment to Macrus Cruikshank, Esq. The
men connected with Talladega's first

4
)a])(U’ played a jn-ominent part in

Alabama's history. Mr. Samuel Henderson became an eminent Baptist

preacher and ranked among the ablest of that denomination in the south.

He was also at different time.s the ('ditor of Ba|)tist newspajiei's. The
first editor of the paper, iMr. Robert H. Cluq)man, became a Presbyterian

preacher and received the degree of D. D. Samuel F. Rice was. perhajvs,

the most remarkable man who has ever been ]irominf'ut in Alabama affairs.

He settled in Talladega fresh from his native stat(\ S.outh Carolina, to*

practice law. While ediling the Register, ho tvas eleett'd to the Ic'gisla-
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ture and aLso secured the contract for the state printing. He was several

times an unsuccessful candidate for congress. He was elected one of the

judges of the supreme court and became the chief justice. When he re-

signed he made Montgomery his home and secured a \ery large and
lucrative practice. He was one of the most powerful advocates who ever

appeared before a jury, while at the same time having a iirofound linowl-

edge of the law. He died about two years ago. Another famous man in

Alabama is Lewis E. Parsons, rvho wa.s for a time ediior of the laaper while

it bore the name of the Southerner. He was an able laivyer and a fine

siieaker. In 1^05, he was ap] minted provisional governor of Alaliama

by Andrew Johnson and was elected by the legislaure during the winter '

of 18G5-G to the United States senate, but was not aliowed to take his

seat. Gov. Parsons is now living in Talladega which has been his home
for over fifty years. Mr. Cruikshank was a lav.yer of decided ability,,

and was elected during the war as a representative in the Confederate

congress at Richmond. A few years ago- he was thrown from a horse

and killed. The paper under his management and for some years before

was a stanch advocate of the whig party, and to get the benefit of a demo-
cratic journal, a company consisting of G. T. McAfee, William Curry,

D. A. Griffin, J. G. L, Huey and Samuel F. Rice, purchased the materi-

als for a newspaiier and gave the editorial control to .Judge Rice, and
thus in February, 1840, the Democratic Watchtower started into existence.

In 1842, .John I. Woodward became the ediior. In 1^44, it was edited

princiiially by J. G. L. Huey. In 1843, by James H. Joiner & Co. In

1846, Joiner became sole editor until May, 1852, when Gen. R. W. Hig-

gins became co-editor. In .Tune, 1854, Robert H. Chapman purchased a

joint interest in the i)aper and became its chief editor. In October,

1856, his brother, William S. Chapman, succeeded him and he and Mr
Joiner became responsible for tlie management. Subsequently. Joiner was
in sole control and remained so until after the lute war, when his son, iMaj.

G. A. Joiner, became as.sociated with him. During this time, Dr. William
Taylor was on the editorial force, and for a while after the war Col.

J. A. Woodward was a jiart owner of the paper. In 1^73, the Messrs.

Joiner sold tlio paper and it was consolidated with the Alabama Reporter,

which was run by M. H. Crnilcshank and T. J. Cross. iMr. Cross came to

Talladega from Huntsville in 1^43. as a printer, and remained with the

Re})ortcr until ^larch, If^GO. wlien be sold the paper to AVilliam E. Hen-
kel, of Indiana, who is now running it as tiie News Reporter. Air. Cross
was the sole owner of the Reporter and AVatchtower from the death of

Mr. Crnilcshank in Octolx'r, until March, UOb. One of the presses

in the office of the News Re])orter is that on wliich the first laws of the

state of Alabama were printed. '

Our Mountain Home was established in i'^57. by Moseley Bros., and
B. H. Shanklin, and was afterward sold to Edward Bailey of South Caro-

lina, who conducted it s('veral lu'ars, when it went back into the liands
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of tho Moseleys. In it was purchased by John E. "Wai'e. till

when it was purchased by John C. ‘Williams, its present owner and
editor. Since Tallade,>j:a's tir.st newspaper, there have been others beside

those mentioned above, but they were of short duration and attracted but

little attention. Under the manaiiement of Mr. Williams, the Mountain
Home has been an eminently successful ]niper. He is, at present, and
for several years past has been, the president of the Editors' and Pub-
lishers' association of Alabama.

In 183"), the town of Wetumpka was partly in Coosa and partly in

Autauga county. In that year, a newspaper was established there. The
town had bright prospects, for it was at the head of navigation, boats

running from its wharves to Mobile. In the contest for location of the

state capital, it was a strong competitor with Montgomery. The first-

paper printed in town was in 183.j, and was called the State Guard. W"e -

have no information as to exact date or as to name of editor or proprie-

tor. It passed into the hands .of W. L. and B. C. Yancey, who in 1839,

according to DuBose's life of Yancey, bought the ‘Wetumpka Commercial
Adv’ertiser and Argus, the paper at that time bearing that name. The}"

dropped the first part and published the paper as the Argus. The
paper soon attracted great attention and its circulation was widely

extended over Georgia and Mississi])pi as well as Alabama. The ca.sh

price was 81 per annum in advance and 87 if i^ayment was delayed

longer than ninety days. Charles Yancey, a Virginian, established the

Times as a rival paper, but it was not long before there was a consolida-

tion. At that time, according to Mr. BuBose, “E. Wliite and W'iliiam

Hager, citizens of Wetumpa, advertised in the Argus to the printers of

the United States, their invention of a machine for casting type, the first

known, which they alleged, would be sure to drive out the unhealthy

English plan, by hand, on account of its sui^eriority. ’ In l^'lo, Mr. W. L.

Yancey, who had then just began his remarkably brilliant public career,

took full charge of the Argus, devoting his entire time and attention to

its interests. In the great campaign of that year he supported the demo-

cratic ticket, and in addition to the Argus ])ublished a stirring cami')aign

paper, the Soiithern Crisis. To Mr. Yancey is due the credit for the

first step toward an organization to advance the interests of editors and

publishers in Alabama. Through the Argus, in the winter of lslO-41,

he called upon editors throughout the state “to organize to protect the

editorial corps against loss and imposition.” In the same year, he pub-

lished, in the Argus, the prosi>ectus for the first agricultural journal tliat

ever prospered in Alabama. It was his individual enterprise and was to

be called the Alabama Planter and to be issued twice a month, at 83 i)er

year in advance and 87 at the end of three months. The pros[)ectus said

“it has been remarked that the prosperity of a country is to be measured

by the number and circulation of its agricultural ])ublication.s. Is it not

true that ignorance and obstinate prejudice have been dispelled only by
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the light of science, and that plenty and p,rnsperity have thus alone been

made to succeed penury and -.'•anf:' The inierests of the fanners demand
such jniblications ; the iiiterests of mt-rchants demand their circulation.

When agriculture nourishes commerce yevi'xs. ” l\Ir. Yancey had, at

that time, no thought of the great fame that iivvaited. him iti atiother held.

In announcing tlie purchase of a uev.’' oatht. and press for tlie Argus, he

said: “It is a lamentable retleciion that political controversies of the

present day are conducted witli intemperance unsuited to contlicts of

reason. Our columns shall be d.evoted to carrying the fundamental prin-

ciples of public education into every cottage of the state. ' It was not

long before Mr. Yancey was recognized for his great ability and devoted

himself to the practice of the law. Kis career in the state legislature,

in the congress of the United States, as mdnister of the Southern Con-

federacy to Europe, and as senato}’ in the Confederate senate, is well

known to his countrymen. After one of the most remarkably brilliant

careers in American annals, he died at his home in Montgome^’y in the

fall of 1863, and before he had reached his fi.ftieth year.

The record of papers at Wetumpka is not complete as to those

established prior to the war. The Stale Guard was the name of the

Argus, it seems, after Mr. Yancey left it, and it was conducted by Mr.

Moore and by Charles Yancey at different periods from 1^43 to 1857,

when it was passed into the hands of the late Willis Roberts, who gave
it the old name of the Argus, and under that name it was continued until

1867, when it suspended. The Peoxile's Banner established in 1807, by
E. W. B. Bayzer, suspended in 1876. The New Joax, established by
G. A. B. Smith, in 1875, changed its name to the Times in 1877. The
Central Alabamian, established by M. E. Reese in 1^77, was published until

1881, when it ceased to live. The Elmore E.Kpress established in l‘''^5 by
E. W. B. Bayzer was merged into the Elmore Democrat in by P. II.

Bass, which with the Times was merged into the Times-Uemocrat under
Mr. Bass in 1>''1». It was edited in by J. ]M. Pitzpatriclc. and in IbOO

by A. E. Williams, and from l''bl to date has been under the management
of C. L. Bass. The Reform Advocate, a third luirty paper, was estab-

lished in 1892 by R. T. Goodwyn. Wetumpka. since the formation of

Elmor^ countv, ttvouty odd years ago. has been wholly in that county,

instead of being partly, as liefore that time, in two counties. No papers

have ever been publi.shed at any otlier point in the county.

The county of Sumter was organized in 1833 and the county seat located

at Livingston. In 2.1arch, 1''36. W. B. Ochiltree and T. Tv. Thomas began
the publication of tlie Voice of Sumter. IMr. Ochiltree, was a lawyer.

He was the father of Tom Ochiltree, the ex-congressmau from Texas,

who has gained an intei- state and inter national reputation for a peculiar

species of harmless romancing. The elder Ochiltree had noi\e of the

infirmities which have made the son famous on two continents. The
14^
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Voice of Sumter supported Hugh L. White for presich-iit. as against

Martin Van Buren. Sul^seqiientiy. T. K. Ttiornas and D. H. Trott.

published the paper, and later D. H. Trott alone. In l'5ol, S. C. Strother

published the Sumter Democrat. The date of its xonndation is not ascer-

tainable. It was subsequently published by Sirother and Payne, and later

by Strother alone. In IS.'iG. it was conducted by B. Y. Kamsey, who
moved to Mississip]>i. and in l>'.dS -59, by .]oh>i B. Tcrnplrins, now living in

IMobile. In the meantime, date not ascertainable, the Messenger, also a

democratic paper, was established, and in ISaS-jO was published by .1. ,1.

Garratt, now a practicing lawyer in Birmiitgham. In ISjU, the whigs
purchased the Messenger and it was published as a Bell & Everett paper
in 1360, under the management of Capt. W A. C. Jones, now clerk of the

circuit court of Sumter county.

During the same campaign, 'the Democrat cltanged hands and was
edited by William A. Ma,y. At the beginning of the war it was conducted

by 1ST. E. Thomas, but he soon afterward entered the army, and its publi-

cation was suspended. After the war closed. Mr. Thomas published a

democratic paper at Butler, in Choctaw county, and during the reconstruc-

tionfieriod, he was assassinated. The publication of the Messenger was
continued until about the close of the war. by Kirkland & Chandler, when
it suspended. In the fall of I'^G.'). it was revived, but a few months later

it was discontinued, its political utterances not being in accord with the

sentiments with a great majority of the wliiie people of Sumter county.

After the surrender of the Confederate army, and cause, the old mater-

ial of the Sumter Democrat was transferred to Capt. Benjamin P. Herr,

an ex-Confederate soldier from Missouri, who on the loth day of July,

1865, issued the first number of the Eivingston Journal. It was then and is

now a staunch denuxcratic paper. Under Caqit. Herr's management, the

Journal soon occupied a commanding piosition among the newspapers of

Alabama, as it was the best x^B])er that had ever been published in Sumter
county. In 1870. he sold the Journal to ^Messrs. S. H. Sprott, W. R.

DeLoach, and R. T. Thornton, wlio for about a year conducted it under

the firm name of R. T. Thornton & Co. Messrs. Sprott and DeLoch then

sold their interest to Capt. Herr and the paper was continued without

change' of linn name'. About one year later. Capt. Herr pui'chasod his

partner's interest, and continued the publication until the fall of 18>4,

when he sold the Journal to his son. Prank Herr. In January, 18^6, the

latter sold the paper to Dr. X. P. Randall who, in July following, employed
Cajh. Herr to conduct the editorial department. In Pebuaiy, 1>^91, Dr.

Randall disposed of the paper to the Journal Publishing Co., by whom
its publication has continued until the present time, with Capt Herr as

editor and business manager.

In March. 1>''31), the i>ublication of the Sumter County Sun was begun
in Tjivingston, by C. II. Allc'n. formerly puiilislu'i- of the ( iaiuesville Mes-

senger, and became the organ ()f the Parmers Alliance, .lauurary 1, 18'.1J,
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tlio (late) Gainesville iSIe.s.senijer was consolidated with the Sun.

and the pu))lication is continued by iMr. Allen, utider the name of the

Sumter County Sun. Newspapers published at Gainesville, Sumter county,

were as follows; about the y(.‘ar Ibeb. AVilliam Paschal began the publica-

tion of the Dispatch. It was succeeded by tlie Pilot, published by Mont-

gomer}^ Carleton. Immediatel.y preceding and during the war, James
Hill pui)lished tlm Gainesville Independent. After the surrender, J. D.

Cowan published the North Sumter News; in ixlu. the Gainesville Dispatch

was published by Cowan & Hutton: in I'sfn, by E. C. Hutton alone. In

1877, the dispatch passed into the hands of W. II. Thompson, who was
succeeded by A. D. Hall A Son. In 1880, the Reporter was published by
E. C. jMeredith. now sheritf of Greene county, who was succeeded by

Parham A Rogers in l^^>2, and they, by Rogers A Winkler, in 1883. They
were succeeded in 1881: by Cieorge M. Gullett. and he, in 1885. by D. Hall!

January. 1886. the paper passed into the hands of C. H. Allen, and the name -

was changed to that of the Gainesville Messenger. Its publication was
subsequently suspended, and .Tanuary 1. IsOO. the material of the office,

having been moved to Livingston, it was consolidated with the Sumter
Sun. At York, Sumter county, the publication of the York News was
begun, July, 1887, and conducted by L. D. Godfrey, Jr., as editor. Sep-

tember, 1888, Cajit. ,J. W. Bryant, now of the Choctaw Herald, took

charge and conducted it until July, 1889. when it became the York Times,

with Eugene Hale, the boy editor, in control. He was succeeded by
J. C. Johnston, who essayed to make the alliance organ, but

failed.- He was succeeded by S. E. Hill, he by B. L. Nixon and he by J.

W. Bell, who was conducting the pax^er when the office was destroyed

by fire, November, 1892. xVt this writing, the x’^^per has not been
revived.

At Cuba, Sumter county, in Axnul, 1891. the South Sumter Star was
established by iMr. Lynn Holmes, who continued its x^>^^t)lication until

SexAember. l^-Od. when he sold the x)ax'>er to J. W. Bell A Co., who removed
it to York, and merged it with the York Times, which was destroyed by
fire, as noted above.

The first newsxmx)er x">Bblished in Clarke county was established at

Suggsville. by Benjamin McCary, and the first number was issued the

25th of Axn’il. 1^36. as the Post. This x'^ip^i’ ’^vas continued a few 3’ears,

birt about the 3'ear 18-11 was bought b^’ George D. IMegginson and moved
to Grove Hill, the count\' seat, then called Macon, when the name Avas

changed to that of the IMacon Banner. In 1846. it was (niblished by
W. T. IMegginson A Co. The I’ost and the Baumu’ did mjt seem to take

much interust in X’^^^'dics. In the year l-^46, Gideon B. MasseA” established,

at GroA'e Hill, the Scnithern Recorder a dtmiocratic five columns
to the ])age, a foli(i, but Avilh Avider columns than the usual gauge at the

X)resent time. About the first of the year Gilt, the (drove Hill Herald
made its axixiearaiicc, l),y Dvrusha Baffin and James T. Figure. Avho had
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purchased the Southern Kecorder from ^Nlr. 'M issey. Tliey continued tlie

pai)er until October, when Mr. Figure died. iMr. James W. Spald-

ing became the purchaser of iMr. 'Figures interest- and in iMr.

Baffin sold his interest to Rufus L. Perkins, of Mobile. The Herald

ceased to exist in the spring of The mcii mentioned above are all

dead. iMcCary and Perkins died in Claric county, Ala.; Capt. Massey

died in New York a few years ago; Derusha Baffin died in Minnesota,

in 1808; iMr. J. M. S])alding died in M.mtgomery ten rears ago. In Jan-

uary, 18.* 0. the Clarke County Democrat was established by Isaac Grant

at Grove Hill, and its publication is slill continued by the same man, the

paper being now in its thirty-seventh volume. Tn September, l.'sbT, the

South Alabamian was begun at Jackson by A. L. McLeod. It is still

published in the same place by John S. Graham, Esq. In December.

1887, the Choctaw Enterprise was established liy J. F. IMeyers and C. W.'

Hudson. In a short time, the name was clranged to 'rjionrasville News;
it was called the xVlliance Eeiiorter; then again Thomasville News. It

has had many editors and publishers, viz ; Dorde & Dt-.sha, Poole, Henry
Nixon, Rev. F. H. Von Kon. Robert Carter, Nelson C. 'Wliite and others.

Mr. Isaac Grant was a member of the legislature from Clarke county one

or more terms, and Mr. McLeod also at one time served the country in a

similar cainicity.

The first newspaper published in Barbour county was at Irwinton, now
Eufaula. It was called the Irwinton Herald. It began early in 1837, but

suspended before the close of the year. It advocated the union party.

The Herald was succeeded by the Nepenthus. which had but a brief ex-

istence and w'as soon sold out. In 1840. the Champion of Democracy wms
started, but after an existence of about a year, the office was removed
elsewhere. In 1841. the Southern Shield made its appearance. Its editor

was Benjamin Gardner. It was devoted to the interest of the whig
party. After an existence of almost four years it suspended. In the year

1845, on the 25th of June, the i.mblication of the Eufaula Democrat was
commenced by IMr. .John Black, and edited by E lAvard C. Bullock. Esq.

It was not long before llie Democrat was the popular paper of the town
of Eufaula and had a successful career. In 1850, when sectional politics

began to Vie agitated and the muttering thunder of the approaching polit-

ical storm wus lieard in the distance, the proprietor changed the name of

Democrat to that of the Spirit of the South, and fearlessly advocated

those measures, which it never for a moment forsoolc. until the sword
decided the contest. Then the name was changed to the News, and the

publication continued until November. Ic7(i. when it was consolidated

with the Eufaula Times. No paper over published in Alabama exerted

more influence within the range of circulation than did the Spirit of the

South. Mr. Black, the projirietor, was thoroughly enlisted in tlie cause

to w'hich the paper was devoted, while the editor, E. C. Bidlock, stgod

among the most gifted men in the country. He was handsome in ap])car-
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ance, a fine lawyer, inaiinetic speaker, and equal to any opposition and

,emer<?oncy with hi.s iien. There was not an issue that was not read with

avidity by readers in every portion of the state, for it was its mission to

pre])are the peo])le for secession from the union, a course it did not

hesitate to advocate in ceiiain contingencies. There was no position in

the gift of the people that klr. Bullock could not have obtained for he

Avas ]iopular all over the state. He represented Barbour county Avith

great ability in the state senate. At the tirst sign of Avar, he gave up
neAvspaper, laAv practice and eA'erything else and entered the army.

He bec'ame colonel of a regiment and Avhile on duty AAms taken sick. He
was removed to ^Montgomery, Avhere he died in universally lamented.

Mr. Black died a feAv years after the war, leaA’ing behind a sjiotless name,

a legacy for his children.

During IMessrs. H. H. Goode and John T. IVagnon established

a paper called the XatiA’e. It Avas ably conducted and supported Fillmore'

for president. It did not continue publication long after the close of that

contest. The Eufaula Express Avas the name of another neAvspaper con-

ducted by Major Joseph H. Butt, for some years. For about tAventy-five

years he had resided at GainesAulle, Ga.
,
for a great portion of that time

interested in the GainesA'ille Eagle, from AA'hich he retired about one year*

ago. The Eufaula Dispatcli Avas established about January 1, ISGG. It

existed for about six months, Avhen the material Avas carried elseAA’here.

On the l&th day of April, ISGO, the Bluff City Times, a Aveekly paper,

was established by Messrs. Post & Williams. Its publication Avas con-

tinued until April 23. 1872, when Capt. J. M. IMacon became proprietor

and it Avas changed into a daily and Aveekly. After many Aucissitudes, it

was forced to suspend its daily publication about the 1st of February,

1871, and it Avas iinally suspended altogether for seA'eral months. ^Messrs.

Shropshire & BroAvn resurrected and i)ublished it until January, 1878,

AA’hen Messrs. Eichard Williams & Co. became the OAvners and controlled

it until the summer of l>s7‘.t, Avhen they Avere succeeded by the Eufaula
Publisliing company. In 18-^d. IMr. William D. Jelks })urchased the outfit

and since that time its progress has been upward and its success, under his

Avise and judicious management phenomenal. The Times and Ncavs is noAV

one of the best papers in tlie state and in a most nourishing C(.)udition.

It has Vjoth a daily and a Aveekly edition. In 188it. Dr. J. D. Hoyle began
the" publication, in Eufaula. of the daily and Aveekly Bulletin. After a
fitful career of about three years and a half, it sus])ended. Tlu' Eufaula
Daily Ivlail made its boAV in 1882. under management of W. K. IMcIveu/cie &
Co. and 2vl. M. Brannon as editor. It siis]iended and Avas reA'ived seA'eiail

times—once 1 a' IMr. R. D. Shropsliire and again by IM. M. Brtinuon. The
Times htid the field to itself for ti year or Iaa'o. Avhen another venture, the

Daily AdAcrtiser, appeared, but only for a Inaef period, Avlien its light

AA'ont out. The Times has illustrated tlu' old adage "the surviAuil-of the

fittest" and bids fair to celebrate its centennial anniversary. In the early
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fifties, a i">aper was established by Capt. Benj. H. Kieser at Clayton, the

county seat of Barlionr county, under the name of the Banner. It was a

spirited democratic sheet. The late General H. D. Clayton, was at one

time its editor, while a number of able lawyers contributed editorial

matter to its columns. Cax)t. Kieser sold out to I\Ir. John Post, who con-

tinued the x^aper in Eufaula during the war xieriod and soon after the war
closed. He x)nblished foi- some years at Troy, Pike county, the Primitive

Baxitist, a x'^x^er x'>c>X'>alar with that religious denomination. In 1370,

Mr. E. R. Quill in commenced the x^nblication of the Clayton Courier and

it is still under his management.

The year 1837 witnessed the birth, at Jacksonville, Calhoun county, of

the Jacksonville Rex">ublican. It was then and is now of the democratic

faith. We have no data concerning its early days or as to its internal

management. During a long series of years, it was owned and edited by
the late J. F. Grant, who in later years was affectionately termed “Father

Grant" by the state x^i’ess. In 1870. he was elected state treasurer on the

democratic ticket and was re-nominated in 1872, but the went

down in defeat at that time. He served in the caxiacity of xR’esident of

the State Press association for one or more terms. Ko man more
thoroughly enjoyed the confidence of his fellow citizens. He died some
years ago honored and resxiected by the whole state. His mantle fell on

his son, L. AY. Grant, who, by his ability, has X3i’0''''en himself equal

to the task. Under his editorial management the Rexmblican has

maintained its high rank, Mr. Grant has served the peoxile of Calhoun

county in both branches of the state legislature and made a rexmtation as

a wise legislator. The weekly Hot Blast was establi.shed in Anniston,

Calhoun county, in the year 18^3, by the AYoodstock Iron comxiany, Mr.

C. H. AYilliams, editor. The xi^iper was merged into a daily in the sxiring

of 1887, being X'Ri'chased by the Hot Blast ’ Publishing comxianju Ylr.

James R. Randall, author of “IMaryland. Yly Alaryland,” becoming editor-

in-chief. In the xiaxierwas sold to AY. H. Edmonds &Bro.. XRihlishers

of the Baltimore Ylanufacturers Record, AA*. H. Edmonds being editor.

In February, 18‘.J0, Ylilton A. Smith xm-cchased the xiax)er and is still its

editor and XR'OX'>rietor.

The Little AYatchman was the title of a small afternoon daily which

first axffieared in Ylarch. Is87i. Alilton A. Smith being its xmblislier. The
paxier was x'rosx'erous from the beginning. It was bought in the fall of

1888 by Messrs. S. F. & J. AAA Xunnelee. These gentlemen sold the

paxier to Ylr. A. F. AIcKay in 180ii. who changed its name to the Eve-

ning News. It is still owned and x>nbUshed by Mr. AIcKay. In January.

1889, soon after the sale of the Evening AA'atchman, Air. AliltonA. Smith

began the puVdication of the Morning Times, but owing to the x^irchase

of the Hot Blast by its x"ibli-'hers in l" 9n. the two were consolidated, the

Times ceasing x'ublicalion. The AA’e^'kly Times was established in"H90,

and is issued from the office of tin; Daily Hot Blast. The Tribune, the



S!

jiwuiowiaM ..

f ' '
I

' vV*/ . ^

•iffj ,f»olvj;J > !ii i'.< .f? •yrfJ>wl3riirf«1»^5; wvr ,«9rJ'ift ^
a . v/'^I .* /.'{fell Oil* '!<'» umkr .-{t;jfKif> io iaosi x^traon

f)t(v in ,- ft 'clO '1 .M '>!«£ &f|T '>l/rxx‘>m>b fcolhiqa

fm'iiyt iX>'j
’ io n *tl}dw .'totiI>^*^aH siail

-.fit/*» .-j-r/f i'tit*^T i^ilW Mb‘^1 .<<(i*fri4l'.>o ijjf oJ

'Ui'r! vfii't -tof -n<tn> UfSfj 'i,«V Wit ut(^ rjl M'-'Tijq *){fl f)9uniJ

i, ' ri', .'
, iiuc t vn'jT jfi ii'Mli-jliiMij mH JweoiE)

'7'-,i j, i >,.v fitXv/ •ti.iwfpfjff 'UHjr.q. « '

'I'/: (i«vi /j f'j ''til ilo ito^3>J3ikfrjti ‘Jilt IfVni'H'uitrtdo /filiiijy .51 .2i

H(if 'j-ifwta IIUk «£ it

’to .'>,lt'f' ‘'Miti'.tiilij’.’t ,X)3 i.^fe*.a«ii£jYr tfiS'^oilT

'tl I «!v .••.! >i> ••'.; 'ii> •njtt >ti bW' (tiKilf finif' 4 'jlfi-viTOBifoat'^
II . ‘i'l ^-.‘i Cfj VC 'ro yhifi0 v.l! nH o.'fljJ iiW .xilJjjt

,

,

'.•
j fi .,'7/u .-« y a I'.i uuo,{ j. 4Jif),»ro^flrwJCff

'.it?M*-r If «rtni ;l'i(r.«vVj'5«0.^'aw <11 tJnrAO J. oJjsi ori£

il.t fi'i i-v' rr 4i;ifjL .</«> ] c3 ,»^8?vrq orfl v.<£ '4if<iiO

I'.vx /rii’
.f

mH ritri qj h'nnyfffi/icrct 'yi pjf-tf 5>nrn )o'hh oiiinivonjob

'lo 7..tro«qiJo «siiO' 4i' XiftiFj j'b .rs^tah cti ttvyob i,

•fJl’O' ,^i!i I'l’. €ixf<5. OOipfi'WV.V.S 8S9’f*?' ©-t«x8 9jUf

•lino-, b'i'ii *5H vit‘i\iH') •//<>!

M

Kfii t'.i ftiU Lsv.oLp'* xlrtui/oioriX

.

••
• ;j<>': Miti'.'i'u '•.:•] '/,«£••• ’baA, j>©'i<>Bos( o^-b

ti7ij. »' i('.i/o*»<! rji-f'iSidfi, xsi .ntVn jnmO 'U .J ,fto« aiti

^r.if '>/il IjM'jotf'ba ^hl ".y'brt*J odS

V.' smW ba.^ijar Hftri.'S'Ois'iflt ,*Ai/r iftsid »JI f)0|iM'xtXr.iilaa!: ..w

>« ,'«%<•.'!• ii.vpvr ir--x/ix5fTf h/rjn ^0n{)S^f*I orh to w:ti,d‘>«Tr.’jd iftod' ai'tfptroa.

•(..Jem -'A fi! rv..WM(5.t?,*i» v./rfr ic-fi yj->i',r.yn ydT e

.'if'.
.

,jKrr-j .»<>•» I 0>ft '1(107. W)f.t Bf TtiT(/0’> ruiOidfiD

J : <(/' -'•.jU jii’iJwb '( ‘.iffT .•jnvilri «H ,t>

,vli‘ ,-fi.'.<(!U''\f.» yiTfjiHf ArfAl ’ if-.i'fa '(>? -^rf ttaiod ,7BHf

-•iti» .;. • ffu','. •1*1(1 B?'i£ •'(lA.' ,fyiU*iy/utU..'‘ •hutrttfi^.llr.Iumii Jl ^9t(mZ '

y ,r( !>»'•(
'-)•<• n >?j .'7i(i i*i i»|t;»e »aiTVt*.)(.j'f(ij,<Ki£ .j'rfrfb-fti'

’I -..I I ".’.yii .
' -i.;;i •mhl‘3' .H ,'A b{f.T .Jf.

•- 'I'tfitiiitJufl 'txli

li;.}* i^'jiKi) ')r(3 M'jrivnhj ./. <m>-I

‘n»)‘)Vrqoi<| brttt lOfJbo

((•j.iftv,' v'ii.M ;i.'.i'7<>
I''

J

f .rriie ti ‘nil e<rff ii(;i«(l'>'ttiVf 'jfffAl oiiT

.(H' ' tr'ul.;. yr, tliinf^ ./•, :n« 'JlH-C .r>"! .ii'a’udifl. lif laift

Kit" -"Ij J.U I .{.'i(.t,»«'i, 11.17 ,tj mo'll *•!»•. wr/i' to<|Aq

'‘m*- u' ni'

i

^ ,W .L :?> /'I

r,i!> ,,J -uu'fli -*.ti o/iv/ JM\‘r4 ir'i -.,i'(i'>l >JiC .'’t .A nr7'V(|j|i| -

,V‘. liJTf.t i. . .iI4 hiux hnfu^.tt I'lUf'- *»f I'l. ^gpttla

i.’i 'HU/, ‘xi/ ^'"* ^Ib*/OiU

'

w.tJA

‘lift I i^tij'wo Ht<t .ftiiffn'T ':i(U lv» •tit na^od

'n*yu o'tii ;<iU .'t’x-'I'rti lo

‘sjI'jl^yTT' alnwfT

fiiii ,<u«(KliT “.rr ieicKi toil iKatl <ult lo y^r «t bnfi



ALABAMA JOURNALISM. 215

Picayune, the Press, and the Day Book were small rival afternoon dailies

in 1888. 18s'J, and 18'.J0. but there existence was limited to a few months

each. Tlie Alabama Medical and Suryical Age was founded in 1890 by

Dr. J. C. LeCirand. its present i)ubli.sher. It is the only publication of its

kind in the state and compares favoralily witli such journals in large cities.

The Justice is a weekly publication, an organ for the negro race. S. H.

Block is its publisher. Pa|>ers have been publshed at Oxford and

Oxanna, both being towns in Calhoun county. The Tribune in Oxanna,

began in 18s2, and ceased in 1^''4. The Record was established at Oxford

in 1878. out is no longer published. The Voice was in existence there in

1892. The Piedmont Inquirer was established in T890 and is one of the

most interesting weekly papers in the state.

In the year 1837. the Eutaw whig began its career, being the first

paper of which eve have record that wa» puiilished in Greene county. It
,

may be that the Observer was the first issue, as the paper has been pub-

lished for many years under the name of the Whig and Advertiser. It has

ahvaj's been conducted with abilitj' and during ante helium days was true

to its name as a staunch upholder of whig doctrines and whig candidates.

Many men of state reputation have at different times been connected with

it editorially. It has been under the management of its present editor,

Mr. William O. IVIonroe. for over thirty years. It is now, as it has been

since the close of the war, a democratic paper, justly wielding a wide in-

fluence. Eutaw sup^iorts another weekly paper of decided merit, the

Eutaw Mirror. Its editorials are all forcible and pointed, while its news
department is carefully handled. It was estaVilished in 1879, and is now
conducted by Mr. W. T. Callahan.

The Tribune was the name of a paper which was published at LaFay-
ette, in Chambers county, as far back as 1843. It was in charge of Gen-
eral Patrick H. Brittan. who lias been frequently mentioned in preceding

]iages. He Avas a native of Virginia and learned the printing trade in

Washington city. He went to Columbus, Ga., in 1839, and was connected

with the press of that city until 1>43. Avhen he estalilished the EaFayette
Tribune and remained with it until he moved to Montgomery in 1^47 and
entered journalism in that city. He was for six years state printer in

partnership Avith Vlessrs. Thomas DeWolf and iM. P. Blue. Avas quarter-

master-general of the state from b^.'d to lb.39 and seerelary of state from
1859 to 18G.J. He died at his home in Montgomery in IMarch, 1^94. During
a part of the time from 1813 to 1849, the Ti'ibuno Avas edited by .Johnson .1.

Hoopei-, iMany papers liaA'o been started in Chambers county since b^43,

but there is v(ny little record of them. Tlu' Clipjuu’ Avas established in

1873, and Avas })ublished as late as 18^0. The Sun. established in 1840 and
now edited and published by S. M. Richards, Avas the only paper pub-
lished at La Fayette in 1492.

A paper Avas published at Dadevilh', Tallapoosa county, .called the

Banner, as early as 14 11 or 1>42, tor during that .year, .Johnson J. Hooper
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was its editor and attracted a good deal of attention to it by the humorous
quality of his writing. xV. J. Lowry, tlie greater ]>art of tlie time, was the

proprietor. xVt the present time the New Ei'a, by Wilson it Ih'rry and

the Voice by Percy Oliver are publishe d at Dadeville. The Outlook was
published at Ale'xander City, Tallapoosa county, in 1S92. by ,J. D. Diclcson.

The first paper started in Jefferson county was the Jones Valley Times,

1845, but its editor is unknown to tradition and the paper was without

politics and suspended in W47. In IslU, Dr. Joseph E. Smith, then a

leading physician, and Baylis E. Grace, county clerk, bought the material

of the Jones Valley Times and started the Central xVlabamian. It was
neutral in politics and lived but a year. Dr. Smith is still living and is a

millionaire at Birmingham. Mr. Grace is also an active man at Birming-

ham. Grace's Gap. a noted mountain pass, was named for him when the

Indians were still in the country. In 185i), John Cantley, a brilliant writer, '

bought the material of the Alabamian and started the Elyton Herald,

which flourished and was fhe first successful paper of the county. After

1870, when Birmingham was started, the Herald was moved to that place,

two miles east. The first mayor of Birmingham, E. H. Henley, bought it,

and the name was changed to the Birmingham Sun. Mayor Henley used

the Sun to boom the new city and his work on it was admirable in literary

style and bright news columns. This Sun was bought by Thomas
McLaughlin and Mr. Matthews, two brilliant and dashing writers, but not

business men. They used the same outfit as all their predecessors in the

county, and again changed the name to the Jefferson Independent.

Mr. Matthews edited the Independent with ability till he sold it to the

Observer in 1872. The Observer was published for three years, with

Thos. McLaughlin and Eichard Baugh as editors, wlien it suspended. The
first daily attem]ited in .Jefferson was tlie Sun. Charles E. Cantley was
editor. The paper exaggerated the reports during the cholera eiiidemic

and displeased its readers. It suspended in 1-‘^7;1. xVfter its death, the

Independent resumed publication as a weekly. In 1874, P. M. Grace, son

of the editor of the second paper published in the county, and AVillis

Roberts, a man who had learned the newspaper business under

Hon. Wm. L. Yancey, started the Weekly Iron xVge. It was a strong team
and the paper llourishc'd. In H^l,' the paper was bouglit by W. C.

Garrett, a lawyc-r, and F. Evans, a Georgia news|)aper man. The same
year they publislied the tirst number of the Daily Age. In the Ikiily

Age was incorporated and the Sunday Observer was merged into it. The
]iaper had a hard struggle, and in F. V. Evans retired, selling his

interc'st to hlessrs. .1. L. and E. H. AVatkins. who, with Garretr. continued

the paper, ,J. L. AA'atlcins being the edii*)r. In 1''''',) tlie Age was con-

solidated with the Herald as the Age-Herald. In leSe, F. V. Evans
started the Sunday Chroniche The same year. (k'Oige M. Cruilcsliank

bought a half intenavst and becanu' editor. In .lauuary. H'^1. David B.

Giau'C was talcfui in as a partner. He was the grandson of tlie editoi’ of
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the soeond paper of Jefferson county and the “^on of the founder of the

A"e. On January 17, l^S-1, the Evenin" Chronicle was started and liad

remarkable success. George M. Cruilcshank \ra.s editor. The Clironicle

and Age did splendid work in the upbuilding of Blnniugham. 'The luiper

was sold in It^lJO to W. L. Hawley, who at once consolidated it with the

News. In 18S7, K. N. Khodes and otlier.s raised 800,000 and .started the

Daily Herald and advertised it as ‘‘the richest nen'spaper corporation of

the south. ” Mr. Khodes retired fron, tiie paper and it was continued

under the management of M. P. Pinckard and P. P. O Brieii until I'^SO,

when the Age was consolidated with it, making tlie Age-Herald The
Age-Herald is the leading paper of nortli Alab.ama, and since its founda-

tion, in 1889, has done splendid service for Birmingham, and the mineral

section of the state. F. P. O'Brien, owner of O'Brien's opera house and

a member of the state legislature, is manager , and Chapitell Cory, formerly,

of the Montgomery Advertiser, is the brilliant editor. After leaving the

Herald, Mr. R. N. Khodes started the Daily News, an afternoon paper on

the co-operative plan. The ])aper has grown to be one of the leading

afternoon papers in the south. J'he Alabama Christian Advocate, the

organ of the Alabama Methodists, is published at Birmingham. Jefferson

county has had more than the usual numbei of weeklies, monthlies and

journals which started and died too soon to gait a place in history. There

were many dailies started, to live from a few days to a few weeks. IMany

of them had consideralie merit, but died of want while seeking "the long-

felt want.” There are now. the Sunday IMorning Star, the Weekly
Ledger and the Labor Advocate, doing prosperous work in the weekly
field. The Alasonic Guide is a monthly devoted to the interests of the

Masonic fraternity. Papers have been publi.shed at other points in the

county, Bes,semer. Pratt Mines and Warrior, all of them with a view

largely to advancing the general interest in their towns as places afford-

ing great opportunities for investment. The Bessemer, established in

1887, is one of tlie neatest papers in the south and is well edited. The
Advertiser, establisliod in 1^7 at Pratt IMiiies. and Index at Warrior, in

1888, have always been thoroughly devoted to the interests of those com-

munities. The Republican Echo, a colored paper, was established at Bes-

semer in 1892. It would not be a complete news]>aper article on .Tefferson

county, which left out the men who have contrlijuted so much to the

brightness of the unusually bright p_a})ers of this county. .Tohn W.
DuBose, the author of the Life of William L. Yancey, the style of which
is t)erfect, did work on all the earlifu- ]ripers of Birmingham. He contri-

buted to the columns of the Aue and Clironicle. Louis J. I)u]U’e, long a

Washington correspimdent, did brilliant work on the Age and tin.' News.
Carey W. Styles, formerly a leading Lieorgia journalist, for a short season

edited the Herald.

Walter L. Hawley, now of the United Press. New York, did report-

orial and literary work on the Age, Age-Herald and the Chronich'. IMr.
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G. ]\r. Cruikshank inlierited newspappr talent from his father and dis-

played it to a marked degree on the Chronicle and the Age-Herald, with

both of which he was long connected. Lucien J. Walker, fornierlj' of the

Montgomery Advert i.ser, has extended his literary fame by his writings

in the Age-Herald, klany others came and went, leaving a glowing line

in the memory of those who read their worivs. Jefferson is comparative!}^

a neAV county and had but few white inhabitants prior to 1840. It was
still sparsely settled when, in the building of railroad sy.stems made
the development of its vast mineral resourses possible, and Birmingham
sprung into life. Its census reports since then are among the most
remarkable in the country.

The first newspaper published in Henry county was the Banner, at

Abbeville, by Benjamin Hawkins Kieser. between 184a and l>.i5. In. the

winter of 18.')8-3'). there wuis a little paper xiublished there weekly, by''

the Rev. kloses W. Helms. Hon. W. C. Oates, wiio had just settled there

to practice law, and William A. Clark, who Irad formerly been a teacher

in the high school at Law'renceville, Henry county, and had just been

licensed to ^iractice law, entered into partnership for that purpose, and
they bought the little paper from Helms and edited it together for about

ten months. Col. Oates then bought out Clark s interest and the latter

moved to Georgia. Col. Oates continued to edit and publish the paper

until the spring of 1861, wiien he entered the Confederate army. This

paper was also called the Abbeville Banner. It rvas democratic in poli-

tics and advocated an adherence to the national democracy until after the

breaking up of the Charleston convention in 1860. and the subsequent

nomination of Breckinridge and Lane to the x>residency and vice -presi-

dency. The Banner then sujqiorted that ticket. Because of its advocacy

of the policy of adhei'ing to the national democracy as long as there was
was any chance to obtain the rights of the south in the union, an oppo-

sition paper was established called the United South ami edited by
John B, Taylor, a lawyer of considerable aiiility. and afterward Gov.

Shorter's private secretar}' in ^Montgomery, and S. S. Curry, Esq., who
wms subsequently killed in the battle of Seven Pines, Va. The issue be-

tw’een these two papers, the latter advocating immediate secession from
the union, soon grew ]u;etty sharp, and a controversy was carried on from .

week to week until it culminated in a personal difficulty betw'een Col.

Oates und the late Gen. A. C. Gordon, who was a stock owner and con-

tributor to the United South. It caused them to be bitter enemies, until

the close of the war, when Col. Oates returned home disabled, havin.g

lost an arm. Gen. Gordon gmiorously propost'd to droj) ])ast differences

and be fi-iends. which Col. Oates accepted, and they remained the best of

friends from that time up to the hour of Gen. Gordon's death. After

Col. Oates left Abbeville, for the seat of war in '\"irginia, tlie paper soon

went down, and the publication of the United South Avas ko[)t iq> but

irregularly during the war. While the Banner Avas published by Col.
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Oates, for a part of the time a youthful printer named Alonzo Barron
was the foreman. Ae subsequently became a very distinguished Baptist

preacher and often preached -in INIontgouiery. Atlanta and other cities.

The remainder of the time, E. K. Quillin was the publisher, who since

1870 has been the publisher and proprietor of the Clayton Courier. Im-

mediately after the war .1. M. B. Kelly and E. R. Quillin published a

- paper in Abbeville and continued it for several years. They' were suc-

ceeded in its publication by J. A. Corbett, Esq,, and E. H. Grouby. It

was called the Henry County Register. It clianged hands a number of

times and for several years past has been publislu'd by the Grouby
Brothers and called the Abbeville Times. Another iiajier was started in

Abbeville in about 188() and was kept up for several years by James
Laborus, until, in a difficulty, he killed a man named Bussy, from klont-

g’omery county, and tied the country. His paper then went down and was^

sold to the Grouby Brothers. At Columbia, after the Avar, there was a

neAVSiiaper. established called the Enterprise. It existed for seA’eral years,

and, after changing hands two or three simes, disappeared. There is now
a little paper published by Koeber there called "The Breeze. ” At Headland,

about the year 1884, a little paper Avas- established by T. E. Williams,

called the Headlight, and in 1888, a paper Avas started at Dothen, by
Pierce & Pace, tAvo young lawyers. It Avas called the Sentinel. In 1889,

Mr. Williams bought it, moA'ed it to Dothen, and consolidating the two
Ijlants issued a ncAV paper called the Wire Grass Siftings, which is still

in existence and in a prosperoos condition. In 1888 or 1889, Dr. Oscar
Dowling established in Columbia a paper, the Recorder, Avhich he pub-

lished until 1892, Avhen he sold it to 0. IM. Hill, Avho moA’ed the material

to Dothen and published the Dothen Record during that year, Avhen it

suspended. Col. Oates a.boA'e referred to is noAV seiwing his seventh term
in congress. Avhere he long since gained a national reputation. He Avas,

preAuous to his election to congress, a member of the Alabama legisla-

ture and of the constitutional convention Avhich framed the present state

constitution.

Macon county Avas noted in ante bellum da}'S for the excellence and
high character of its neAVspapers. At Tuskegee, the county seat, there

. wmre three puUishod. The first of these in order of time Avas

the Alabama Ba]nist. conducted by tAVO preachers, ReA'. S. Henderson and
Rev. E. B. Taliaferro. It Avas the organ of the Baptist church. It is said

that the Federal troojrs. Avhen they entered the place about the close of

the Avar, in 18().'). Avere disposed to burn the paper's outfit, but better

counsel prc'vailed. Ttie ])a]ier, hoAvcA’er, did not long remain in Tuskegee
after that time. The Tuskegee Republican, a Avhig paper, Avas edited and
published by the late Daniel Sayre, from l8h'j until his removal to iMout-

gomery in Ibai). His son, Daniel Sayre, Jr., succeeded him, but he A\'ent

into the army Avith the A’erA' first troops and Avas killed in one of the

earliest battles in Virginia. The Democrat Avas the name of Tuskegee's
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otlT^er pa})or in those days. For a portion of the time, between and

18.')6, it was Dnblished by Capt. Benjamin II. Kieser, who has already

been mentioned in connection with papers in Alontcoinery. Henry and

Barbour counties. He was in the tirst Tuskegee company to le.ive for

the front. In one of the battles in Virginia, lie and his only son were
side by side when the latter Avas killeO. A number of papers were pub-

lished in Tuskegee between l-'Cl and I'^G.'). but they were short lived. The
Tuskeg’i'e News was estalilished in I'-Ga. and, for a number of years after

that date, it was the only paper published in the town. In Iblll and h^TS,

Hon. James E. Cobb. noAV and for the past six years representative in

congress from the fifth Alabama district, Avas 'the editor and part pro-

prietor of the paper. His associate Avas D. W. Hclver, Esrp, who during

the latter 3'ear purchased .fudge CobVs interest and conducted the paper
for some years. He is noAV on the editorial staff of the Montgomeiy Ad-
verti.ser. In 1880. the Macon Mail Avas started bj' Messrs. Brooks and
Bryan, but in a jmar or so it Avas consolidated with the NeAvs. .There Avere

a number of changes in ownership during the last feAV j’ears. The pres-

ent editors and proprietors are IVaddA' Thompson & Son. The Tuskegee
Reporter Avas established by \V. W. 'Wjmn. about one j-'ear ago. The
Universalist Herald, in Notasulga. Avhich was established in 1850, b}' ReAV

John C. Burruss. aaJio is still conducting it, is the 011I3" other paper xmb-
lished in the countjv

In Periw countAC if aiiA’ x^axier Avas x:mblished prior to 1848. Ave haA'e no
knoAA'ledge of it. Its county seat, Marion has ahca.ys been noted for the intel-

ligence of its iioxmlation. for it is and hasalwa^vs fieen a great educational

center. Man.3" famous hiAVjmrs liA'ed there and the Avhig and democratic

X^arties had able advocates. It is x^ossible, therefore, that other x>^^pers

AA’ere xiahlished there before the CommoiiAvealth. Avhich Acas a do'r.ocratic

Xiaxier and established in 18 IS. One of its editors, just x^fior to the Avar,

was Samuel G. Reid. avIio subserxuentl.v moved to Montgomer,y and edited

the Advertiser. Mr. M. iM. Cooke conducted it from I'iG.'i to 1871. and
estaldished the ngjutation of b(dng one of the ni(.)St brilliant men ever

connected Avith the state He moved to JlontgonierA' and Avas on
the Mail editorial staff until its consolidation Avith the Adt'ertiser. He
remained Avith the latter until his death in l''7G. The CommonA\ ealth Avas.

X)ublished until some time after l''-'i' There avus a x^ipei’ ia ox)X>osition to

the democrac}' x'^aClisliod in iMarion, in l'^58. and edited by Ben Eane
Pose^g Avho Avas an aide and skillful Avriter. The x'nper noAv ]Aublished

there is tlie Southern Standard. Avhich Avas started in l87U. The Press
Avas established at Uniontown. Peinw count.A'. in Hflf Its n.'gMdar successor

is noAV x'ui'li^hetl there under the name of Caneljrake Herald.

The earliest record th;it avo can obtain of neAVsxAax»er x'nblication in

Pickens country is tliat of the Vh'st Alabamian. Avhich Avas established at

Carrollton in lefO. We have no information coneerning it of a sx>ecial

nature, but know that at one time it Avas in charge of Mr. S. F. Nunnelee.

*
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He is a raan of varied newspaper experience in Akdornna, havin," been

engaged in the business in several counties of the state. He was a soldier

in the Mexican war and was at the front during the fobr years of bloody

trouble between the northern and soutliern stares of the union. He is a

man of great force of char-act*‘r as well as fc»r( C of ex]nPssion, and has

never failed to add to the interest of everv paper with v.ddcli he has been

connected. He is now with his son ediiing and pidDllshing the Selma
Times. The xVlabamian has grown rdoadiily in puhlir far'cr, and now, after

forty-four years of active life, is still r'igorous. Mr. x\, Henry has. for

many years past, been its editor and ]noprietor. Other par>ers have been

published in Pickens county, but it has been impossible to obtain infor-

mation concerning any of them, except tlie Pickens County News, estab-

lished in 18‘Jl. by Byers Cole, as a framers’ alliance paper.

The Gazette was the name of a paper established at Fayette, in Payette

county, in 18.i2, by R. Allen Smith. It ims long since parsed away. The
Fayette Sentinel, established in is the medium througli which the

people of the county now obtain the local and general news. The News,
a farmers’ alliance paper, was published there in 1S92.

A paper was established at Prattville, a fine manufacturing town in

Autauga county, in the year 1''33. hy W. C. Howell. It was a democratic

paper, but when the split came in the party, in 1800, it remained neutral.

It was published during the Avar and for some years afterward. Soon
after the establishment of the Citizen, another paper Avas started at Pratt-

A'ille. It was of the AA'hig faith. Col. M. L. Woods, noAv an attorney at

Washington city, edited it at one time, and made a state reputation by
his editorials. He afterAvard served one term in the legislature from
Montgomery county, AA'hich had been his home while connected Avitli the

Statesman. PrattA’ille beinu' fourteen miles distant. During the Avar, he
was colonel of the Port,y-sixth xVlabama regiment. He married a daughter

of xVlabama's great historian. A. J. Pickett. Avhose home Avas in Autauga
county previous to his remoAul to klontgomery. The Statesman did not

last long after the beginning of the Avar. In 1877, the Southern Signal

was established, and perhaps others folloAved. .Tudge AV. F. AA'ilkinson

was long its owner and editor. The Progress, Avhich Avas established in

1887, is the name of PrattA'ille's only paper. It is edited by H. S. Doster

and is a briglit. neAVsy county journal. Papers called the Autaugaian
and the Herald Avere published at different times at xVutaugaAulle betAveen

18.A0 and 18(31. but thc-y discontinued about the latter date and no one ha.s

since A'entured to enter that field Avith a newspaper outfit.

The Post, pul)lished at Coilinsville, in 1874, is the first paper ('stablished

in DeKalb county, so far as otir information extends. There have been
others since that date, but all haA'e ceasc'd to IIa'C.

At Port Payne in DeKalb county a paper, called the Journal. Avas estab-

lished by Thomas H. Smith, in It Avas at'terAvard sold to other imr-

ties, but is still published. The Herald is the name of another paper
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establishod there in the past few years, by the Land and Development

Co., which invested a large amount of money in the place. It was

merged into the Journal. The Spartan was established at Sparta, the

county seat of Conecuh county, in Iboa. by Dr. John W. Anderson and

Robert B. Witter. Its publication '••.as suspended in 1^02. In lAA. the

county seat having been moved to IdvcrgrceA. ih'e Observer was p’d)-

lished in that place for several years by McC'reary A Landrum. It

passed into the hands of P. D. Page, 'who was succeeded by W. W. Beas-

ley. and he, in turn, by E. C. Meredith, wlio sold to F?-ank A. IMonroe.

The jiaper suspended March PI. W73. The Conecuh-Escambia Star was
then established by Prank A. Monroe, who issued' the fir^t number March
17, 1873. In 1881, John W. Davison bought out Monroe and continued

the publication of the ]iaper. In 18'^S. Dr. R. A. Lee leased the office

from Davison. The prefix. Conecuh-Escambia. was omitted from the title

and it became the Star. The lease of Dr. Lee exitiring P'o\'Gmber 1,

1890, it was leased by Mr. Davison to Col. H. M. King, and W. D.

Atkinson, in May, 1891. Col. King withdrew and IMr. Atkinson is still

publishing the paper. In 18S0. the Evergreen News was started and

lasted about four years. All the papers published in Conecuh county

have been democratic.

The first newspaper published in St. Clair couunty was tlie St. Clair

Diamond, establi.shed, perhaps, in 1859. Its editors and publishers were
Thomas J. and W. P. klangham. who went from Calhoun county to Ash-
ville. The Diamond was an influential country paper; and wdien the

great issue of secession arose, it fell into line as an advocate of separa-

tion. The pajier -was a neat, well conducted journal, a fair rexiresenta-

’

tive of the county's social and xiolitical culture at that time. When the

war broke out. the editors of the Diamond were among the first to go to

battle to maintain by the sword the x»i'inciple they had sux>|)orted by the

pen. During the -war. the Diamond failed for the want of attention, but

shortly' afteiuvard and before the war closed, -was revived in the name of

the Ashville Yidet. The Videt was printed on rhe commonest Confed-

erate newsfiaxier material, and was in its contents and make-uf) what its

name inpilied—true to the southern cause to the end. It ceased to exist

with the war. The publishers and editors of the A'idet are Icnown to the

writer. A fcAv old copies of these two representatives of the x)rogress
~ of journalism at that day in St. Clair county, can be found among some
of i\shville's oldest citizens. The Maughams, who were newspa])er pio-

neers of St. Clair county', are now citizens of Louisiana, and have lieen

engaged in journalism in that state tor many y (uirs. The next venture in

this line was tlie St. Clair Eagle, whicli apxieared about the year f'^08,

under the management of Samuel T. Fowler, who now resides near
Sxn’ingville. Tlie Eagle w;is an index of the day's of reconstruction

under the rejutblican misrule, tlioiigh less bitter than nmny other |)a]ni!r.s

which early es})Ous<>d the cau.-?e of tht' rexnilbican party in tlu; south.
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Many well written articles appeared in the columns of the Ea<rle and the

latter gave a fair report of county atVairs. It lived mainly on republican

patronage and susjiended in Some of its tiles may be found at the

count}' courthouse. The Southern ^Egis was established at Asheville,

by its present owner and editor, Col. George R. Gather, wlio is a native

of Maryland, and came to Alabama from Virginia in IbGO, moving to St.

Clair in December, whore he at once began the work of bringing

out the Algis. the first issue ap])earing .January lb, 1873, as a bold,

vigorous champion of democratic doctrines and states’ rights; and from
that time on it opposed, with power, the encroachment of Federal govern-

ment intended to obstruct the south’s progress or humiliate its })eople.

Its valuable contributions on local agirculture, put new methods and life

into the farm, and these articles were copied far and wide throughout the

state. The ^Egis took the front rank among the news})apers of the state

and in the contest of 1874. as a strong advocate for the redemption of *

Alabama from the blight of carpet bag rule, the enemies of good gov-

ernment soon learned to dread the paper as a consuming tire to their evil

designs—it struck right and left, and without the least regard for con-

sequences. It is safe to say that no man with only a small county press

did more in the work of redeeming Alabama from political tlu’aldom,

than did the editor of the Ashville ^Egis. On no occasion has his jiaper

failed to take the side which promised best for the state, no matter how
much a different course might have tended to its individual benefit. He
is still pulbishing the paper and doing as for twenty years past, valiant

service for his state and party. In 1878, the Springville Enterprise, was
established at Springville. St. Clair county, by Mr. J. B. Slade, which
was afterward purchased by IMr. J. L. Garrett. The Enterprise was a

good town newspaper, well edited and managed, but short-lived, not for

the want of vitality in its conduct, however, but because the field was
not sufficiently remunerative. Both Mr. Slade and IMr. Garrett are still

residents of Alabama. In 1883, Col. Gather of the Southern ..Egis.

started the Weather Indicator, at Asheville. This enterprise was a

monthly of eight [)agcs devoted to meteorology and advanced science.

Much space in the ^Egis previously had been employed by its editor in

the discussion of the various scientific problems agitated among the

profoundest thinkers and scholars of this age. In b''s4. the Indicator

becaino the Scientific Educator by a change of name—the publisher,

William II. Gather, asking the support of the educators of the state to

advance the project. During its short life, it contained the ablest articles

on educational and scientific subjects. Its articles were copied far and
wide and its editor was recognized as one of the most scientific writers

living. At Pell City, in tlio southern end of St. Clair county, in 18s7.

the St. Clair Echo was started, under the management of W. S. Griffith

and Sparrow, the former of Tennessee and the latter of Birmingham. It

was a fair specimen of the local news]u\per. devoted mostly to the
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builcliii" up of its toAvn. claiming t(j Vie independent in politics. IMr.

S]>arrow witlidreA' from the Echo early after his connection -vvith it and
returned to Birmingham, leaving the paper sohdy in charge of iVlr.

Griffith. In iss'j, or the Echo changed hands and was called the

Pell City GHobe. The paper finally susiKuided. The Asliville Advance
began its existence at Asliville in December, with Air. AI. E. Cun-

ningham. of Cherokee county, as editor and jmblislier. Air. Cunningham
had located at Aslieville to practice Isw. The Advance was well con-

ducted. In the same year. Air. Cunningham associated with him. Air.

R. P. Schoppert of Birmingham, shortly afterward selling out his inter-

est to him. and the latter secured the services of Tom Clower, to aid him
in the publication of the Advance. In November. 1889, the paper was
moevd to Springville, St. Clair county, where some months afterward

Air. Schoppert withdrew from it. leaving its entire control to Clower.

At the close of 1^89. Alessrs. W. S. Forman and A. Capshaw, both of St.

Clair county, obtained control of the Advance and publislied it in the

interest of the alliance. It ceased publication in December. 189i), by fire,

just as it was on the eve of moving back to Ashville—the county seat.

The Advance-Journal took the place of the Advance, beignning publica-

tion at Ashville, in Januar}', 1891, edited and controlled by Air. J. P.

Alontgomery, a prominent \'oimg lawyer at the county seat. Both the

Advance and Advance-.Journal were ably edited and managed. On Alay

7, 1892. B. B. Cather of the Southern rEgis purchased the plant and

good-will of the Advance-Journal and the kitten ceased to exist.

The Democrat was published at Linden, Alarengo county, by W. H.

Grant, in 1895. Since 1865, papers have been published at Demopolis, the

commercial emporium of the county, and at Linden, the seat of justice.

How many have been started in eacli place is not known to the writer.

At Demopolis. however. Hon. AI. C. Burke established the Alarengo

News, in 1872, and conducted it Avith conspicuous ability until he dis-

posed of it, in 1886, to Air. E. S. Cornish. Alaj. Burke, in 1>'^84, Avas elected

state auditor on the democratic ticket and re-elected in l''^6. During
his four years of service he established the reputation of being one of

the finest business men eA'er in the state's serA'ice, and he AA'rought many
improA’ements in the method of transacting the state's business.. He is

now connected Avith the law department of the Louisville & NasliAdlle

railroad and lives in Alontgomery. Air. Cornish discontinued the publica-

tion of the Ncavs some months ago. The Demopolis Express, established

in 1892 by Frank Connelly, has taken its ])lace. At Linden, the Reporter

was established, in 1^79. by Air. .John E. Hecker. It is now. as it has

been from the first, a Avell edited and Avell conducted pajter.

These notes so far Iuia'c dealt Avith counties in Avhicli publications A\'ere

establislied ])rior to isin. The statements, however, are not complete,

as to many of those referiH'd to. Avhile a number of counties not yet men-,

tioned enjoyed neAvspaper facilities before the above date. It has been
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impossible to obtain the data necessary to attempt any statement as to the

year of the birth of the publications, their names, names of the founders

and length of life. Papers were pulbished. it is believed, in Blount,

Cherokee, Choctaw. Dale. Jackson. Limestone. Lowndes, ^Marshall, Mor-

gan, Pike, Randolph, Russell, Shelby and Wilcox, before the above date,

but recollections concerning their earlier publications are not sufficiently

vivid to warrant putting them upon record. They would be extremely

unsatisfactory and decidely imperfect. No x^iper was published in Coffee

county until recent years. In l'^92, the Coffee County 'Watchman was
published at Elba, by J. S. AV. Cawthorn.

The Advertiser, established in l^GG by AAC C. Stiff and the Coosa

River News, established in 1^78 by AAC H. Shropshire, are publi.shed in

Centre, Cherokee county. The Industrial Free Press, established in 1890

by' R. Lawrence, is published at Cedar Bluff, in Cherokee county. Early

in 1865, a paper was established at Butler, in Choctaw, by’ Mr. Thomas
of Sumter county. In the X’Olificril excitement of that period, he was
killed by’ Joshua Alorse, a republican politician Avho afterward became
attorney-general under the reconstruction laws. After that a number of

papers at different times
,
came to the front, but only for brief periods

until 1875. when the Choctaw News, now the Herald, was established. It

is published by J. AA^. Bryant. The Choctaw Advocate, established in

1890, by R. B. Moody was also published at Butler in 1>92.

There was no paper in Baldwin county’ until a few y’ears ago. One
was published for a year or more at Bay Minette, on the Louisville &
Nashville railroad, by^ D. C. Byrne. The only one now in existence is

the Times, established at Daphne, in 1890, by G. H. Hoyle. A paper
was published at Centerville, Bibb county’, along in the fifties, but we
have no informaton as to its name. Quite a number have been ])ub-

lished there at different times, since 1865. The latest was the Monitor,

a third party jiaper, established in by^ Rev. S. M. Adams. The
Courier was established at Blocton in l'^91. ' Air. F. P. Glass, now of the

Alontgoineiy Advertiser, estat^lished the Bibb Blade at Six Alile, in Bibb
county’, in l'':?78, and published it for some years. He disposed of it to

Mr. S. H. Gist and moved to Selma, where he bought the Times of that

city. Air. Gist published the paper at Six Alile for some y’ears and then

moved to Centerville.

Blount was not without a j^aper prior to l^GO, but no data about it

can be obtained. A great many have been established in the county’

since 1865. Air. L. H. Alatthews. for a few y’ears after leaving Birming-
ham, published a very interesting }ia])or at Blount Springs. He moved
to Blountsville, the county’ seat, and in ,1''77, in connection witli J. H.

Ketchum, for a' number of y’ears published the News. Another paper
w’as afterward started, but it was consolidated with tlie News. The
Chronicle, established in 1890, is published at Blountsville. AA'hen the

15*
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courthouse of Blount county wns moved to Oueontu, Messrs. Matthews

and Ketchiun moved the Xews-Disiiatcli there and are still publishing it

at that i)lace. The newspaper experience of Mr. Matthevy’s has been
very extensive, and would, of itself, form a very inleresting tdrapter.

The Enterprise was started in E'ockford, Coosa county, in and
was conducted for many years by its founder, W, E. Smith. The only

j)aper now ]mblished in the place is the Kockford Advocate, and, although

established in issQ, it is probably a regular successor of the enterprise.

The Advocate is publish'^d by .1. O. Smith, a son of the late W. L. Smith.

There was a paper published at Xeu'ton, Dale county, some years be-

fore the war. Its editor was a young Irish lav.’yer by the name of Breer.

He met his death tragically, having been instantly killed by lightning.

Xewton was then the county seat. Soon after 1865, Ozark secured the

courthouse, and since the advent of two railroads it has become a thriv-

ing town. In l'^66, the Southern Star was established there and it has

grown with the place and the county and now presents a most prosper-

ous appearance. For many years it has been conducted by Joseph H.

Adams. Other papers have entered the tield, but none of them have
been able to make successful headAvay against the Star.

Covington county's first i)aper, as far as we have been able to learn,

was the Times, established at Andalusia, in 1884. It is still in exist-

ence. giving a well prepared weekl.y resume of happenings in the

county. Papers Avere published in Jackson county long before i860.

One was conducted at Bellefonte, the then county seat, by Robert Frazier.

His conspicuous ability as a writer led to a proposition to him to purchase

an interest in the Montgomery IMail, AA'hich he accepted, but he disposed

of it at the end of a few months. Scotsboro became the courthouse

town and Bellefonte is hardly a shadow of its former self. In the

Alabama Herald was established at Scottsboro. and in 1^77, the Citizen.

The editor and proprietor of the former tvas Hon. Alexander Snodgrass,

who for many years represented .Tackson county in the state senate. He
was a vigorous writer and made the Herald a first-class tveekly paper.

His daughter. Miss Fannie Snodgrass, now IMrs. King, assisted him in

the conduct of his paper. Her graceful style of Avriting soon made her

popular Avith her contemjKAi'aries of the press and with the people at

large. After her marriage she moA'od to Louisiana, but on the death of

her husband, moved back to Alabama and still contributes to tln> press.

The Herald, although ably edited, Avas discontinued after INIr. Snodgrass
became ]K)stniaster at Scottsboi'o. The Citizen is still published in the

place, Avith .lauu'S Armsli'ong as editor and ]moprietor. The ProgressiA'o

Age, establisheAl in aa'us also ]Uiblished in ScottsV)oro last year.

Bridgeport in recent years had groAAm Avith groat rapidity and noAV

boasts one of the best papei'S of the state, the Xcavs. E. L. At'ard is the

editor and the Xcavs Ihiblishing company pro])rietors. The Chronicle

AA’as establislu'd in and is still published at Stevenson.
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In the year tlie Courier was estaV)lished at Athens. Limestone

comity and it is still published. Robert M. Rawls being editor "and pro-

prietor. In the Democrat also began publication in Athens, the

Limestone Democrat company, publishers, with George L. Towmes,

editor. He has recently moved to Huntsville. Many able papers hav^e

been published in Limestone county—the late Hon. L. R. Davis having

been at one time a prominent editor.

In Lowndes count,!, there was many a hot .journalistic tight between

the whig and democratic papers, iiublished at Hayneville in the j'ears

when those jnirties contended for the mastery. Lowndes was gonerall.y

a whig count}’. iSIany able members of that }>arty wrote articles for the

whig paper, while bright and vigorous thinking democrats did the same
for their paper. In Col. Willis Brewer established, in Ha.yneville,

the Examiner. For a year or two jii’^viously, he had been editirfg a

paper at Camder. in Wilcox county. It was not long before the Exam-
iner held a high place in popular favor. The paper -was not only ably

edited but well gotten up. Its articles were all readable and many of

them of such character as to attract state attention. Col. Brewer was
soon known as one of the ablest wnuters of the day. In lb76. he was
nominated on the democratic state ticket for the important position of

state auditor. He was elected, and re-elected in IkSO, serving the people

with ability and faithfulness and giving great satisfaction. He has wnnt-

ten and imblished a standard work on the history and the i^ublic men of

the state, and without it no library in Alabama is complete. Col. Brewmr
has served the people of Lowndes county in both branches of the legis-

lature, and is a leading member of the present house of representatWes.

The Examiner Citizen is now imblished at Hayneville. by W. M. Garrett,

editor, and J. F. Varner, publisher.

The Times was establislied at Hamilton, klarion county, in and
is now' published by J. S. Clements. The Democrat was established by
E. O. Xeely, at Guntersville, Marshall county, in 18-^0. It is still under
the same managoment and is a vigorous and carefully edited paper.

The Alliance News was established there in but is not now pub-

lished. Morgan count.v has for years been the seat of lively political

contests between the democrats on one side, and repulilicans. independ-

ents and gri'enbackers on the other. A courthouse question has also

be.en thrown in occasional!,v, b}’ way of diversion. As a consequence
newspaper di.scussions have . been H'equent. Foremost in all these en-

counters is the Decatur News, edited and published since its estal>lish-

ment. in by Dr. L. H(Uisley Grul)i)s. There is no man in the state

who has a better faidty of planting the news and of writing articles that

W'ill bo read. He has made the News not only a popular paper, but an
influential one througliout north Alabama. Many other papers, first and
last, have Vjoen brought out against him. but he now tiolds the hold with-

out a competitor. It has' lieen. l),y reason of intcdlect. industry and good
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managoment, tliat he has outlived all his op]ionents. The Advertiser,

established in by C. J. Hildreth at Xov Decatur, is a well edited and
conducted paper. At Hartselle. ^Ir. J. Asa Roundtree, publishes the

Enquirer, a number one paijer, which is constantly growing in patronage

and inlluence.

Pike county was always a center of interest in old political days, and
one of the best editoi’s of the state on the democratic side was Col. xV. AV.

Starke, a lawyer at Troy. He was a member of the legislature two
terms and entered the army as soon as hostilities began and died from
disease at his home before the war closed. Since the war, any number
of papers have been published at Troy Frank Baltzell established the

Enquirer in 1875, and published it for about fifteen years. During his

connection with it. he was elected to the legislature. For the jiast three

years, he has been publishing and editing at IMontgoraery, the Alliance

Herald, the state organ of the farmer's alliance. The Troy IMessenger

was established in 1707. It is still published, with AA". J. Blan, i:)roprie-

tor. Some years ago, Mr. Blan met with an accident, while a cannon or

charge of powder was being fired on some public occasion, which resulted

in the loss of both his hands. It did not deinuve him of his energy,

and he conducts his paper satisfactorily to himself and the public. An-
other publication of recent years, though not in existence, was the Primi-

tive Baptist, hy John Post, one of the veterans of the state press.

In 1853, AA”. E. Gilbert and ]\I. I^I. Barron started the Eagle, at Louina,

Randolph county, with the latter as editor. He retired in 1857, and
J. D. Barron, now and for some years past, secretary of state, succeeded

him. It was removed to AA^edowee and the name changed to Southern
Mercury, and afterward to the Randolph County Democrat. The paper's

outfit was sold by IMr. J. D. Barron, just before the late war commenced,
and the paper went down. In l'-'55, Messrs. Burton & Borden estab-

Ished the AA'edowee Eagle as a know-nothing paper. In 1859. it was re-

moved to .lacksonville. Calhoun county, and died soon afterward. At
Roanoke, Randolph county, Capt. B. H. Kieser is editing and publishing

the Roanoke Herald, with AA". H. Hooker as assistant. The paper was
estabished in 1^70. At AATdowee, the county seat, the Clipper and the

Reformer Avere both puldishod in H92.

x\t Girard, in Russell county, a paper was published for a number of

years be’Gveen l'^45 and 18(10. The Register, established in 1875, is pub-

lished at Seale V>y Benton Ot Tucker. xVt Columbiana, in Shelby county,

the Shelby Sentinel Avas established in 1^75. The paper noAV published

there is the Chi-miicle, establislual in 1^''3. It is conducted by C. C.

DuBose. The Guido aauis established at Montevallo in 1878 and published

for a number of years. At Calera, tAvo papers are published—the Xcavs,

established by Campbell & Co., in IMtO. and the Journal, by F. AAh Gist,

in l':<91. The Mountain Eagle Avas established at Jasper, in AValker

county, in It is still published, the Eagle Publishing company
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being the inibiishers. Several others have been started there, bnt they
' have all disappeared.

The Herald was started at Double Springs, in Winston county, in 18sl.

It is now published liy George W. Adl^ins. Wilcox county has two good

papers iniblished in Camden; tlie Progress was established in I'^^T and is

now managed by IMessrs. IMcMillan and Donneley. The New Era was
established in and is now published by William D. P. IMiller. It is

necessary, to a proper understanding of the political classitication of

papers in xVlabama, to state that with very rare exceptions they support

the democratic party. Since l''i3r). to date, new counties have been formed

as follows: Bullock. Chilton. Clay. Cleburne, Colbert. Crenshaw, Cullman.

Elmore, Hale, Escambia. Etowah, Geneva, Lamar and Lee. Papers were

published in some of them while they formed part of the territory of

othe” counties, Colbert. Elmore and Hale, containing the towns of > Tus-

cumbia, Wetumpka and Greensboro having been heretofore referred to.

At Union Siirings, in Bullock comity, a paper was started almost with

the county in 1860, under the name of the Union Springs Herald, and the

town has never been without one and sometimes two or three since that

time. It now supports one paper, and that the one originally established.

A paper was published at Gadsden, before the war, when the town
was in Cherokee. The Times was established at Gadsden, in Etowah
county, in 1867 and is still published under the name of the Times and

News. Its publishers and editors. Messrs. Meek and Johnson, are among
the finest business men, of the state and have been eminently successful

in their newspaper enterprise. Another paxier was published there in

1892, called the Leader. Many other newspapers have appeared, leaving

the Times and News, the last, as it was the first, possessor of the field.

A paper, the Herald, was established some years ago at Attala, Etowah
county. '

The first paper published in Cullman county was at Cullman, in 1873.

It was a German settlement and tlie population is still largely of that

nationality or descent. The paper was called the Staats Zeitun.tr, half

English and half German —IMessrs. Julius and Buildlph Damns being the

publishers. It was afterward moved to "Warrior, thence to Birmingham,
in 1^77—and back to Cullman, Avhere it was i’e]iubli.shed by Julius Damns.
In 1874. Beckert v Wallington started the Southern Immi.trrant. It was
published until November 1. l-'>(>. when .T. A. .Johnson bought out and
consolidated the Tribune and Immi.grant. and after publishing it as such

for a short while, the Immigrant ivas di-o[iped and the name of Alabama
Tribune was continued and was published by .1. A. .Tohnson until

September 1. h''lt2, when it was sold to Simpson A' Hawlett and is now
published by them. It has been an unllinchiiyg democratic journal from
the time it ]>assed out of the hands of DauuLS until now. William H.

Davidson continued the ]uiblication of the View in —a republican

pap('r. It continued but for a short while as an independent paper, with
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decided I'opublican proclivities. Tn Mr. H. W. Walling'tou com-
menced the ])ublicatioii of tlie Southern Projrress, and for over a year it

was published as an indejiendent paper, but after about a year, ceased to

exist and tlie material sold to the Triinme. Since tliat time the Tribune

is the only luiper that has been publishod in Cullman.

The first newspaper established in Chilton county was the Courier, at

Clanton, the county seat, in by 'William A. Collier, Esq. Its pro-

prietor beinp’ a practicing’ attorney, and having his hands full of pro-

fessional business. dis]iosed of his paper to ^Messrs. Brooks and Martin,

of Tuskegee. who conducted it but a short time, finding it an unprofi:-

able venture. In October, 1881, the Chilton A^iew was established by
Haywood Laurence, of Tuscaloosa. This paper has Vjeen under his man-
agement ever since, except about nine months, which he spent in

Florida, leaving the ]niper in charge of his brother, J. C. Laurence, now’
editor of the AVest Alabama Breeze, at Xorthport, in Tuscaloosa county.

The ATew has met with more than ordinary succes.s for a country journal.

The editor started out with 8300 of borrowed capital. He has added a

good plant, owns a comfortable home and has made some successful

business ventures in Alontgomery. He is a practical indnter and a good
writer. The A^iew has invariably been democratic. Air. Laurence mar-
ried a daughter of the late Samuel G. Reid, who was so prominent in

Alabama during his life as a publisher and editor. In 1880, an opposi-

tion paper was established at Clanton by H. G. AIcCall. Its title was the

Clanton Call. It existed about six months. During 1892, a third party

paper, the People's Banner, made its appearance under the management
of T. H. AA’hite. Its publication was spasmodic and irregular and it soon

succumbed to the inevitable.

About 1807, AV. H. Burton started a little paper at Ashland, Clay

county, called the Times. Afterward it was ]niblished by John B. Sted-

ham for two or three years. Hon. J. D. Barron Avas its editor in 1873

and 1874. It was afterward called the News and is now published as the

Advance. During the past year, a third party paper was published in

the county, but of its present state Ave IniAm no infcjrmation.

Taa'o papers are published in CrenshaAV county—one at LuA’erne, called

the Enterprise, established in l8>4 liy Al. Tuclcer, and the other at Rut-

ledge, called the AAuiA'e, estaVilished in 18‘i(.i—both are democratic.

Cleburne also boasts of tAvo or more papers at Edwardsville and one at

Heflin. The EdAvardsA'ille Xcavs and Standard Avas established in 1880,

the PloAvboy in 1890 and the Xoav Era, at Heflin, in l89(.). Escambia had
in 18iJ2 a paper at BrcAvton (.’ailed the Standard Gauge, and another, the

Leader—tlio first named estal.)lishcd in 1887 and the last in 1892. SoA'oral

papers have been tried first and last in Geneva county since its organiza-

tion. The only one reported in 1892 as existing Avas the GenoAui Demo-
crat, P. AIcLellan, editor and ]ud)lish('r.

Vernon, the county seat (d' Lamar county, has been the field for a
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number of newspaper ventures, but only one, the Courier, established in

1886, now remains. Lee county lias been the scene of a great deal of

newsi^aper rivalry. At Opelika quite a number of papers iravo been pub-

lished, and, owing to many local squabbles and splibs in the democratic

party,' contests have often been of :vn ex< eedirrgiy warm rrature. One
of the earliest papers established, in 1863 or 139, was the Locomotive, by
H. P. Screws and H. H. Hainill. They conducted it for a considerable

length of time and dis])osed of it to other parties. The veteran Capt.

B. H. Kieser has published nrt)re than one paper at Opelilca, assisted

generally by INIr. W. H. Hooker. They are now publishing the Herald,

at Roanoke, in Randolxah county. In 1890, Messrs. H. IM. Wilson and

C. H. Greer established the Industrial News, and now have the field to

themselves. They publish a live weekly paper, in keeping with the

bustling community in which they live, and are ra})idly extending its

circulation over east Alabama. They are thoroughly practical news-

paper men and, having a wide field in which to oj>erate, wih strive to

meet the wants of their constituoicy.

The newspaper progress of Alabama has been fairly comparable with

that of many of the states, though far behind quite a number as to the

general circulation. The conditions, however, are different in all the

states, with a considerable negro population, from those where the popu-

lation is altogether white. The latter have a much larger proportion of

reading people, because very few negroes, untfl recently, have been

readers, and prior to 1870 none of them were at all educated. Upon a

white basis,, therefore, the proportion of newspa|)er readers is larger than
the state has been generally accorded. Still there is a fearful backward-
ness in this respect, when it is remembered that the aggregate number of

inhabitants to tlio aggregate circulation of newspapers and periodicals for

the whole United States in IS'^O was l.u^. In Alabama, the figures were

13.56, South Carolina had a W(.>rse record in this respect—14.24. IMissis-

sippi, 12.87, while in IMaine it was .53, [Massachusetts, .t<8, and the District

of Columbia, .53. The census returns of 1>^!,!(> are not yet ready for pid)li-

cation and the status in this respect af that time cannot be given. The
history of the press of Alabama, during the years of the war. would be

the most interesting of its existence and no effort should be spared to col-

lect all the. facts and incidents bearing on the subject, that can be

obtained, [Many of tlie papers published in that period have long since

been discontinued and those connected with them have' been gathered to

their fathers. Files can, no doubt, be found in all the courtliouses, that

Avitlistood the ravages of tire and war, and from tliem t'ditors of the

present day can compile interesting articles tor their papi'rs and at the

same time furnish history for tliose to come after them. At many places,

publication Inul to cease because of their occupancy by Federal troo]»s.

For much of tin' time, it was difficult to obtain printing p:ij)er.„ ink and
other necessary articles, while such a tiling as a new lot of type was not
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thought of during the wliole four years of strife. Some papers came out

for weeks, printed on common wrapping paper, yellow, blue, c;r what-

ever color could be oi:>tained.‘ Xotwithstanding the fact that these pid)li-

tions were of more recent years, it has been possiljle to obtain much
fuller information of the earlier papers than of those of the last third of

a century.

The total number of newspapers and iieriodicals publi.shed in the

/ United States in 1><10 was 339. In l'^28, the number had increased to ^52.

The first report as to newspapers in Alabama was in and it shows

that the number in existence was ten. It has already been shown in these

pages that more than that number had been established and the difference

must be accounted for by consolidations and deaths. The publications

were all weekly with a possible exception in Mobile. The papers were

located at Huntsville, Tuscumbia, Moulton, Tuscaloosa. Mobile. Cahaba, *

Selma, Montgomery, Claiborne and Greensboro. The next aggregate

j

statement of publications and periodicals, shows that, in 1810, the total

• number in the United States was 1,G31. of which 138 v. ere daily, 1.141

weekly, 125 semi-weekly and tri-weekly, and 227 periodicals. Of these,

I

twenty-eight were published in Alabama, three of them daily, twenty-four

I

weekly and one serai-weekly. The dailies were in Mobile and Montgomery,

1 though there is no record evidence obtainable of the exact date of com-

; mencement of daily publication in either of those cities.

I

In 1850, the increase does not show up in proportion to the preceding
I decade, as the total number of publications then footed up only 2,526, of

I

which 254 were daily*, 115 tri-weekly*, tliirty'-one semi-weekly* and 1,902

I

' weekly*. In Alabama, however, thei'e was an increase of over 100 per

j

cent, in publications, the total of all classes being sixty*, and of thisnuni-

;

ber six were dailies, with an average daily* circulation for each of the six

I

papers of 445. The dailies were published in Mobile, Montgomery* and

1 Selma. The number of tri-weeklies was five, semi-monthly* and weeklies

i
forty*-eight. The aggregate weekly* circulation was 1.509.1'4t». and for

j

each paper 314. The next decade report shows that, in l.'-<60. the total

j

number of publications in the United States was 4.051. The dailies had

J
increased to 3's?

;
tri-weeklies. eighty*-six; semi-'weeklies. seventy*-nine;

j

weeklies, 3,173; semi-monthly*. ninety*-five ; monthly*, litO; bi-weekly*, five;

I
quarterly*, nineteen; and annual, sixteen. Alabaraa’s growth was more than

I

fifty* per cent, during that period, the number of dailies increasing to nine.

I

They* were published in Mobile, Montgomery* and Selma. Their average

j

daily* circulation was 8,'-<2ii, not quite l.OOO each. Tlie tri-weeklies were

!
six, with 2.2*-‘G circulation, semi-weekly* one. circulating 4it0. weekly*

seventy-seven, with a circulation of 74,2*^'.», A'cry nearly* l.t'iio each.' Semi-
monthly three, with a circulation of 7.2i"t In the report on newspapers
and periodicals in 18G<», the census department say*s, "the increase of

printing presses in the book and newspaper manufacture has been greatly*

beyond all precedent, and has exerted the most btumrtcent inthauice Ijy*
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cheapening and multiplying the v'eliioies of instructic>n. Its etfects ai’e

everywhere apparent. ' Never did an army defore pi>t,sess so much of

cultivated intellect or demand such contributions for it.s mental food, as

that now mar.shaled in its country s defense. Mdn\^ ot these reading sol-

diers ripened their intellectual tastes during the last ten years. In fact,

many divisions of our army carry tlie printing press and type and the

soldiers issue publications and print the forms for ofticial papers. The
press is, indeed, the great prompter of enterprise. It constantly travels

with the emigrant to diffuse light and intelligence from our remotest

fx’ontiers, where it speedily calls into existence the paper mill and all the

accessions which it supports in older communities.
’

”At the i)resent day, the newspaper and the periodical have become
popular educators. The tabular statement appended to this report relating

to this subject, strikingly illustrates the fact that the people of the United

States are peculiarly a newspaper reading nation, and serves to shov' how
large a portion of the reading is political. Of 4,051 papers and period-

icals published in the United States at the date of I860. 3,240 or 80.02

per cent, were political in their charact; 298 or 7.38 per cent, are devoted to

literature, religion, and theology compose the pi’ovince of 277 or 6.83,

per cent; while 2.34 or 5.77 per cent, ai-e classed as miscellaneous.

The last decade in onr civil history had been one of extraordinary

political agitation. Accordingly, we find that there has been a very

large increase in the number of political papers and perodicals, as

compared with corresponding publications at the date of the preceding

census. In 1,S50 the number was 1630. In I860, it was 3,242, being an

increase of nearly 100 per cent. In 1850, the number of religious papers

and periodicals was 191. In 186t>, it was stated at 277. being an increase

of 45 per cent. In 1850. the number of patters and periodicals of all

classes in the United States was 2.526. In l''6<i. the aggregate reached

4,051, showing a rate of increase of 60.37. These figures show how
largely the increment of tlie newspaper and periodical circulation has ex-

ceeeded the increase of ptopiilation during the last ten years. In l'^50, the

annual circulation of all kinds afforded 21.8 copies to each white person

in the Union. In I'^fio, the total circulation was at the rate of 34.26 per

person.

"

The war period then broke upon the country. Its effects upon the

newspaj)er business was felt in the southern states more than in any
portion of the Union. At the first suggestion of hostilities, editors and
printers were ready to rush to the fiidd and man}' of them yielded up
their lives in defense of the Confederate cause. The increase in the

entire country in the number of publications was from 4.051 in I'^OO to

5,871 in k''i70. This was very nearly a j)ro[)ortional im-rease. as compared
with former reports, but in some states, and notably Alabama, there was.

if not a decrease, at least not an increase. This can be easily accounted

for upon the gnjuiid, tliat thousands of laaiding men had beem killed in
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battle or died from wounds and disease conti'ctcted in the army. !Many

newspajiers suspended and all connected with them, capable of serving in

the army, entered the Confederate servicf', for two or three years after the

close of hostilities but few suspended papers were revi\ ed. The roll of

the Confederate army for Alabama, and all the other southern states, will

show that nc> class of men did more seiwice in ihe held tlian those con-

nected with the newspaper business. We can call to mind more than one

instance, wdiere father and son left their oftice together, and one or the

other and sometimes both were killed. (3f the 5,871 publications reported

for 1870. the number of dailies was 57-1: tri-weekly, lo7
; semi-weekly, 115;

weekly, 4,295; semi-monthly, 9G; monthly, 022; bi-monthly, 13; and

quarterly, 49. In Alabama the total number was 89, against itO ten years

previous. Of these, nine were daily, the same number as in I860, and the

average circulation was 16,420; the tri-weeklies numbered two, with 700

circulation; semi-weeklies two. and circulation 2,870, weeklies, 70, onh' one

less than ten years before and circulation 71.175. The decrease in jmblica-

tion was in the monthly issues. The total of papers established in the United

States between 1860 and 1870 was 1,731. Of these sixteen were in Ala-

bama. As there were as many dailies in 1560 as in 1870, none of the in-

crease can be ascribed to that class of publication. If the sixteen were
added to the ninety-six, total of the whole state in 1860, it would make for

Alabama 112 i)ublicatious of all classes in 1870. but the total was only 89.

It follows, therefore, that 23 publications of 1860 did not exist in Alabama
in 1870. In the census year of 1^80. the total number of publications of

^ill kinds in the United States was 11,314, of which 971 were daily; 8,663

weekly; 133 semi-weekly; forty tri-weekly; 1,167 monthly: 160 semi-

monthly, 116 tri-monthly and six semi-annually.

In Alabama, the total number was 125. ot which six were daily, three

morning and three evening. 109 weekly, one tri-weekly, seven monthlv
and two semi-monthly. Of these, 114 were devoted to politics, general

news and miscellany ; five were religious, two agricultural, one law and
three educational. Of the religious publications three were Baptist, one

Epi sco]ial and one Universalist. Of the publications in the United States

in 1880, 5.429, about one-half were established in the decade between 1870

and I'^sO. 1,731 between I'^GO and 1^7*'. 903 between 1>50 and 1.^6(». 1216,

in all ]-)rGvious years, and 117 with no date given. In xVlabama. of the 125

publications in fifty-three were establislu.'d between le7n and Is'^o, six-

teen between ls6o and l)s70, five between 1S50 and 1860, and only twenty-two
prior to 18.50. The susj)onsion of papers during the census year 188p.

numbf'red thirteen. There were published in Alaliauia. during the year

1892, publications of all classes to the number of 198. Of these, sixteen

were dailies, pulilished as follows: two in Anniston, two in Eufaula, two
in Huntsville, two in Selma, two in Birmiiigham. two in Tuscaloosa, two
in iMontgomery ami two in Mo'bile. This shows an increase of ten in

twelve .years. There were 163 weeklies. Every county has one pajier
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and some as many as five. Washington county, the second county in the

state in which a paper was est iblished. came to the front again in l>i92,

with another, after an interval of about eighty years. The increase in

weeklies was from 125 in 1"^-^), to 163 in ls92. There were fifteen monthly

Ijublications. most of them small ]iapers devoted to school purposes printed

under the auspices of a school. Tliree or four of them were conducted

by teachers in colored institutions. There were four semi-monthly publi-

cations.

The number of publications which have been started in the state, other

than those whose columns were devoted to the current news of the day

and county, state and national politics, is not legion, but very nearly every

kind of journal that was known in the world has been tested in AlaVjama,

from the sensationel Hornet, published for a very brief period in Birm-

ingham, to the Alabama Baptist, published at Montgomery, and the Metho-
dist Advocate, published in Birmingham, and the Diocese, published at

Montgomery, representing respectively Baptism. Methodism and Episco-

palianism. The state seems to have been emulous to give to the world

as great a variety of jourualism as any other state could boast of. The
Southern Law Journal and Reporter, established in Montgomery in the

seventies, and probably the only pulilication of this sort ever undertaken

in the state with any degree of success. x\ medical monthly is published

at Anniston. The Howard Collegian, and Normal Reporter, collegiate and
educational respectively, were begun in the seventies at IMarion. the count}'

seat of Perry county, which has been designated the seat of education in the

state.. The students of the state university at Tuscaloosa and of the

Southern universit.y at Greensboro publish creditable magazines. A paper
which possessed some literary merit, and contained many well written

articles, was published a few years ago by an inmate of the State Insane

hospital. Alabama journalism has had many ups and downs, but more of

the latter. Hundreds have sprung up in the various towns and cities of the

state whose existence was almost as evanescent as the bloom of the rose.

Those Avho have read the foregoing piages, can but observe that a great

many men who have been active in the affairs of the state and union were
at one time connected with the press. IMr. Yancey—whose fame covered

two continents—Ivir. Hilliard. Judge Thomas ,T. .Judge. Thaddeus Sanford.

John Forsyth, Johnson ,1. Hooper and others, who achieved national repu-

tation-. were once active and hard workers on the newspaper tread mill.

Two of our ]iresent representatives in congress at one time owned ami
edited papers in Alabama. The newspapers of Alabama to-day will com-
pare favorably with those of any state in the union. The.v are clean and
chaste in sentiment, devoted to the irest interests of their state and
country and becoming more iulluential daily.
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CHAPTER XI.

RELIGIOUS HISTORY.

By THOMAS H. CLARK. MontCt03ieey.

THE PIONEER CHURCH — CATHOLIC CHURCH^ FROM 1850 TO 1893 — PRO-
TESTANT CHURCHES — CAMP MEETINGS — STATISTICAL.

CATHOLIC Yvas the pioneer church in Alabama and would
'^;;|4Wf',have to be first considered in any liistorical narrative of relig-
"

^"^ious conditions in this state. The priest of that ancient and
powerful organization preached the gospel and offered the sacri-

fice of the mass on the banks of the Coosa and the Toinbigbee

^ in 1540—eighty years before the Pilgrims touched Plymouth
Rock and forty yeai's before the birth of Smith, the fountler of

Jamestown. Of these priests, who accoinjianied De Soto's expedition,

the name of only one has been preserved, Father John de Galligos.

Gulf coast legends, however, indicate that several of the priests who
came with De Soto remained among the Indians, one of these romantic

legends telling of a priest in klobile that was lured, at 12 o clock on
Christmas night by the mystic music of Pascagoula, to wander forth to

trace the source of the iihantom sounds. In 1559. Fathers Dominic of tlie

Annuciation. and Segura, two priests of the order of St. Dominic, came
witli a detail of Sxianish soldiers from what is now Pensacola to Cosa on
the Coosa, where they celebrated mass in rustic chaxiels made of bouglis,

and labored there for the sx)irilual Avellfare of the Sx>aniards and the

Indians. Their labors, howevei-, x)roduced but little if any fruit, and the

mission was abandoned in 15ii0 or 1591.

Nearly a century and a half later. Bienville, under authority from the

Frencli government, x^P^'ited the colony to which the iiresent city of

Mobile traces its origin. The colony under his care was located succes-

sively, between 1979 to 1711. at Slii]-) Island. Biloxi. Dauxihin Island. Dog
River, at a X'oint above its jiresiuit location, and then at its x>i'esent site.

The Rev. Fatliers Daviou and Btu'gier. missionaries from Canada, and the

Jesuit Fathers Dongre and Du Ru visited, the colonists and ministcu'ed to

their sx>iritual needs in the years from ICC to 17o3. Antony Davion was
the first missionary in Alai)ama. and lie built the first church in that ter-

ritory. He madi' the first entry in tlu' ba]ttisnial register of Mobile! the

baxitism being that of an Axp'alachee girl, Sex>tember i), 17U4. A church
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RELIGIOUS HISTORY.

and priests' hon.se had already been constructed. The site was probably

on Dauphin Island, thouyh the precise date of the erection of the build-

ings and their location are more or less matters of conjecture.

In 1703, the Bishop of Quebec, in Canada, whose jurisdiction then ex-

tended to the Gulf of Mexico, established M(jbi]e as a canonical parish,

with Rev. Henry R. de la Vente as first resident pastor and Rev. Alex-

ander Huve as assistant. Tlie ancient register in whicli are recorded the

works of the church of this time is still iireserved in the Cathedral

church at Mobile.

The historian, Pickett, writes disparagingly of ^Mobile's first parish

priest. The censure seems to be undeserved. Writers well informed in

Catholic affairs say he was an earnest and zealous jiastor, whose public

censure of the profligacy of many of the colonists made him enemies,

and among these, Bienville, the governor. Father de la Yente returned,

to France in 1710. in a dying condition, leaving his assistant. Rev. Alex-

ander Huve, in charge of the parish. In 1709 a church was built on
Dauphin Island, and about the same time Father Huve erected a chapel

ten miles from ISIoiiile, for a band of Appalachee Indians, who had pre-

served the Catholic faith, tfiug’fit them. by the early Spanish missionaries.

This father's name appears in the church register of Mobile as late as

1721. Worn from labor and almost blind, he returned to France in 1727.

He had been noted, especially, for his zealous efforts to convert the In-

dians, but his inability to learn the Indian language had rendered his

labors partially fruitless. The Catholic historian, Shea, gives, in the

word-s of an early chronicler, a brighter picture of the work of the priests

among the Indians, and particularly among the Appalachees. He says, of

this tribe, that they were "the only Christian nation that came to the

French from the Spanish territory. The Appalachees have public service

like the Catholics in France. Their great feast is St. Louis' daju The
priests of our fort go there to sa\' the high mass, which they hear with

much devotion, chanting the psalms in Latin as they do in France, and after

dinner, vespers and the benediction of the blessed sacranient. They have

a church, * * * a baptismal font in which to baptize their children, and a

cemetery adjacent to the church, where they bury their dead."

To note briefly tlie names of some of the early workers of this period:

Rev. Mr. Le iMaire was chaplain at the fort on Daujfiiiu Island, between
1708 and 1710; Father John Matthew, of the order of Capuchins, was
parish priest at Mobile from 1721 to 1730; Father Charles, a Carmelite,

was missionary among the Apxjalachees in 1721 ; Father .lohn Francis,

and .after him Father Ferdinand. Capuchins, mendiers of the society of

Jesus and missionaries from France and Canada, were ministers in and
around Mobile, in these years, from 1730 to 1703. The Jesuit Fathers,

de Guyenne and Le Roi, established missions among the Alabamians,
near Fort Toulouse, wliilst Fathers LePetit and Boudoin preached to the
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Choctaws. Father Boudoin himself spent eighteen years among the

Choctaws.

These missions were broken up when Mobile with the adjacent coun-

try, fell into the hands of the English, and the laws of England, then

harsh toward Catholics, were a]iplied to the territory in question.

When Galvez ca]>tured Mobile in 178b, a; Spanish garrison was placed

there, and the })ublic services of the Catholic ‘-liurch were resumed with

their former pomp. The ])ari.sh was named the Immaculate Conception.

Fathers Salvador do la Es])eranza, Cdiarles de Velez, Francis Xotorio and
Josejih de Arazena were successively pastors in Mobile from 17'^ 1 to 1784.

Rev. Constantine McKenna was pastor from 1702 to 1800. He was suc-

ceeded by Rev. John Vaugois in 1807, and by Rev. Vincent Genin. The
latter retired when Spain gave up possession of the territory. Under
the rule of Spain, from 1780 to 1812. everything u as done that was pos-

sible to promote the interests of the church. The king had, in 1789.

commanded, by royal decree, tliat there should be a chaplain stationed

on every plantation.

EDUCATIONAL AND ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTES.

The United States entered into possession bf Mobile, in 1813. In 1825.

Rev. Michael Fortier, then president of a college in New Orleans, was
apxiointed bishop and vicar apostolic of Alabama and Florida. In the

two states, at that time, there were only two priests and three churches.

One of these three churches was in MobiU, and this was then the only

catholic church in Alabama. This church, itself, was burned in October,

1827. Mass was for a time celebrated in a private house, but. in time, a

little frame church, twenty feet by thirty in dimensions, was erected. In

1829, the diocese of Mobile, embracing the state of Alabama and West
Florida, was formed with Rt. Rev. Miclmel Fortier, as first bishop.

Rev. Fathers Loras and Chalon visited, in 183(\ the scattered Catholics in

north Alabama and gave missions at Montgomery, Tuscaloosa, Hunts-

ville, iUoulton and Florence: meantime the liishop and Rev. iMr. Bazin

opened Spring Hill college, now one of the foremost educational institu-

tions in the south. This college was opened in 183L and was chartered

by tlie legislature in 1>'3(). Since l^tti. this school has been in charge of

the members of the society of .Tesus, an order whose reputation as educa-

tors is as wide as tlie civilized world. In the academy of tlie Visita-

tion for the education of .girls and young ladies was opened in Summer-
ville, a suburb of IMobile. An oiqihan asylum for boys and .g'irls was
opene<l in iMobile in 18;;<i, and in 1>41 j)laced in clmrg<‘ dI the Sist(U’s of

Charity of Emmittsburg. ^Maryland. In 1>^4(), the asylum for boys was
placed in the care of the Brothers of the Christian Instruction, now known
as the Brothers of the Sacrc'd Heart. They also opened a day school for

boys and an academy for boartlers.

When Bishop Fortier died in 1>.50. thei’e were in Mobih' city five
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priests on"a<red in parish Avork, two in ]NIoi)ile county and one in Mont-

gomery; there Avere in iMoi)ile city the cathedral, a grand structure of

Avhich all MoViilians are ])roud; St. Vincent's and St. Joseph's churches,

tAvo asylums for orphans, four day schools Avith an attendance of SCO

pupils, and a boarding school for Vjoys; in Mobile county, six mission

churches and three stations Avhere mass Avas celebrated in priA'ate

houses, and the academy of the Visitation and Spring Hill college,

AA’ith a statf of seventeen professors; outside of Mobile county there Avere

churches in ^Montgomery and Tuscaloosa, and mission stations at otlier

points, A’iz. : Selma, Huntsville. Decatur, IMoulton and Florence. There
Avere also tAvo priests and three churches in AA'est Florida, Avhich forms

a part of the diocese of Mobile. In 1827, there Avas only one church (a

frame structure 2Ux3it) in Alabama, and Bishop Fortier Avas the only

Catholic clergyman in the state.

After the death of Bishop Fortier, the pope appointed ReA'. John Quin-

lan, a priest of the diocese of Cincinnati, second bishop of 'Mobile. He
Avas consecrated in Noav Orleans. December 4. 1^39. and Avas installed in

the cathedral, lilobile, on the eighth of the same month. The next year,

the bishop A'isited and traA’eled in Europe, to obtain missionaries for the

diocese. He had scarcely returned to the diocese. Avhen the ciA'il Avar

SAvept OA'er the land, making it impossible for him to carry out his pro-

jects for the extension of the chiu'ch’s work. Some of the priests Avere

sent to the front to minister to the soldiers on the field of battle. After

the battle of Shiloh, the bisliop himself ministered to the Avounded of

both armies. During his administration, from December, 1859, to IMarch,

1883, chip-ches Avere built at Camden, Selma, HuntSA’ille, St. Florian,

HanceAulle, Follard, BreAvton, Tuscumbia, Decatur, Cullman, Birming-

ham, Eufaula. Anniston. Brierfield. Chastangs. Gadsden and Fratt Mines,

Warrior. Whistler. ToulinonA’ille. IMontrose. Battles, Cottage Hill. Con-

A’ents and schools Avere opened in 'Mobile in St. Vincent’s parish by the

Sisters of Charity, in St. Fatrick's and St. Joseph's parishes by the

Sisters of St. Joseph, and in the Cathedral parish a large school for boys

Avas built, at a cost of 823 .i'JOu. Convents and schools Avere opened in

Montgomery by the Sisters of Loretto (1''73), in Birmingham by sisters

of the same order, in Selma V)y the ladies of the Sacred Heart, in Tuscaloosa

by Ursuline Sisters. Cullman, by the Sisters of the Xotre Dame, and in

Tuscumbia by Sisters of St. Benedict.

In 18!^0, the Jesuit Fathers Avere placed in charge of the church at

Selma, and in Iss], priests of the order of St. Benedict Avere giA'en charge

of tAvelve counties in the northern part of the state. At the death of

Bishop Quinlan in i^s3, twenty-five i)riests were engaged in parochial

Avork Avithin the limits of Alabama, and thirteen in teaching in Spring
Hill college. There Avere thirty churches, fourteen day schools and
tAveh'e con\ents and academies, one infirmary and two orpahn asylums.

The Catholic population Avas estimated at i4,t>i'i>.
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MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

Rt. Rev. Dominic }^Ianucy became the third bishop of the diocese. A
native of Florida, and a graduate of Si)ring Hill college, he was ordained

priest in Mobile by Bisho]) F'ortier in the yearl^rii). As priest he labored

at the Cathedral and St. VincenFs church. MoVjile. and was pastor of the

church in IMontgom': ry from to 1874. In this year, he was conse-

crated bishop in Mobile and ])roceeded immediately to Texas, where he

organized the vicarate apostolic of Brownsville. Ten years later in

(1884), he was recalled to Mobile and became its third bishop. His ten

years' service in Texas had undermined his health and within a year in

answer to his repeated requests he was allowed to resign. During his

brief administration, he effected much for the welfare of the church.

He introduced the Sisters of Mercy into St. .Joseph's parish. Ivlobile.

largelj^ dimini.shed a diocesan debt which had long burthen ed the dio-

cese and devised and introduced tlie economic system which in a shortt

time freed the diocese from debt. He died in IMobile, December 4, 1885,

and was* buried in the Cathedral.

His last appearance in the Cathedral was Xovember 1, 1885, when he

introduced to the congregation and to the Catholics of the diocese, his

successor Rt. Rev. Jeremiah O'Sullivan, who had been consecrated

bishop on the 20th of September of that year. Bishop O'Sullivan before

going to Mobile had been a priest of the diocese of Baltimore where
he served during eighteen years. Since his advent to the diocese ten

churches have been built in Alabama, a college has been opened at Cull-

man and four x)riests have been ordained.

The three bishops of Mobile, who have been called to render an

account of their stewardship were men of marked ability, widely known
and universally esteemed. Among the deceased priests were many zeal-

ous and distinguished men. Father Loras, the first president of Sjn’ing

Hill college and Father Bazin, his successor. Fathers Pellicier and
Manucy, both so well known and loved in Montgomery, were called to

rule dioceses in other states. Father Ryan, the poet priest, was assistant

at the Cathedral and pastor of St. ^Mary's church, IMobile.

The chairty, zeal and pure lives of the religious sisterhoods of the

Catholic church, give her inlluence and command the reverence of men in

every part of the state. Spi'ing Hill college and the academy of the

'Visitation are the two senior educational institutions in the state—St.

Bernard's college. Cullman is the junior.

The Catholic directory, for gives the following summary as rep-

resenting the state of the Catholic church in Alabama.
One bishoj), thirty-two ]iriest.s engaged in parochial work and twelve

priests teaching in colleges; six brothers of the Sacred Heart teaching

in parish schools, and eight caring for orphans in the male asylum;
forty members of female religious communities teaching in academies
and parish schools and twelve sisters engaged in nursing tlie siclcmnd

caring for orphan girls. Convents are established in Mobile. IMontgom-
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ery, Birmin^luim. Cullman, Selma and Tuscumbia. There are two col-

leges and four female academies and -eighteen parish schools with an

average attendance of l.hiH) pupils. Tlio Catliolic population of Ala-

bama is estimated at 1G,UU0. The Cathedral in Mobile is said to be the

finest church building in the south. A new churcli in course of erection

in Birmingham will cost !^8O,O0ii. a proof that the church has kept up
with the growth of the magic cit v . The Catliolic church has seen many
vicissitudes of civil rule since the days of Bieruilio. From its begin-

ning here, two centuries ago, counting from the French settlement,

France, England, Spain, the United States and the Confederate States

have held sway in Alabama. These jiolitical, changes have inlluenced

the personnel of the church clergy and retardod her growth; they have

not changed her faith or her disciiiline.

The Catholic church has played so gi’eat a role Iri history, it is naturaj

that her bi.shops, her priests, her servants of every kind, sliould feel a

pride in her past and try to preserve every record that illustrates the

growth and inlluence of that mighty organization. In Alabama, at least,

it has been different with the Protestants, who have had the opportunities

to give to the world permanent records of church organizations that

have swayed even more powerfully the course of events in the new
world than in the old. The chronicler, who would write in detail of the

Protestant churches in xUabama, has no enviable task before him. He
must drudge and he must dig and after all must rest content with an
insubstantial handful of facts about the vmrious Protestant denominations.

PROTESTANT CHURCHES.

The IMethodists and Baptists, of course, in Alabama, as elsewhere in

the south and west, were the great forerunners of other churches. The
first historical record, however, and a most ([uaint one it is. relates to

the Episcopal ministry and it antedates liy many years the time when
Methodist and Baptist preachers began to penetrate the almost unbroken
wilderness, to i>reach the gospel. The record referred to is the

"Account of IVesI Florida, made in 176G.'' by th(' Kev. Chailes IVood-

mason, the original of which is preserved among the Fulham IMSS. IMr.

'VYoodmason thus describes the religious outlook at iMobile. so far as his

church was concerned, at that time;

‘ATobile is a fort, seated on a river of that name, distant, at its mouth,
sixty miles from Pimsacola and lyes about forty miles from the river's

mouth. Here is a cdiapel in the fort, but no chaphiin. The inhabitants

(copying after the pattern se'" them by their princi})al—a dissolute gov-
ernor) are strangers to the paths of virtue and sunk in dissoluteness

and dissipation. No forms of government ai'e yet fixed on or carried

into execution, whereby numbers who went there to settle have been
ruined or have retreated to the French settlement of N('w Orleans. A

ItV^
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person who calls himself a clergyman patrols about this place and offici-

ates occasionally. But if he is one, they say he is such a disgrace to the

character that they (bad as they are) hold him in detestation. This was
the place to which Mr. Ilarte (now lecturer of St. ^Michael's. Charleston)

was destined and whicli he visited, but he found both place and people

too disagreeable, to be preferred to so agreeable a situation as he now
enjoys. Mr. Harte was there when the general congress with the

Indians was held, and at their departure, he gave them a sermon. The
interpreter explaining his words to them sentence by sentence. The
Indian chief was very attentive, and after dinner asked l\Ir. Harte where
this great Warrior, God Almighty, which he- talked so much of, lived;

and if he was a friend of his brother George, over the great water? Mr.

Harte then expatiated on the Being of God and his attributes. But
could not instil any sentiments into the Indian, or bring him to any, the

least, comprehension of matters, and dwelt so long on the subject as to

tire the patience of the savage, who at length took Mr. Harte by the

hand Avith one of his, and tilling out a glass of rum Avith the other,

concluded AAuth saying, 'BeloA'ed man. I Avill always think aa'cII of this

friend of ours, God Almighty, AA'hom you tell me so much of, and so let

us drink his health.' and then drank off his glass of rum.
”

Turning from the untutored and unteachable mind of this Indian, Ave

must seek the real beginning of the Avork of the Protestant denominations

in Alabama in another section of the state than IMobile. The Avork of the

ministers in the Tennessee A’alley, on the Tombigbee and on the Alabama,

was A'ery much akin, no matter Avhat church doctrines Avere being

preached. The population was at A'ery few points, in those days, .culti-

vated, though there Avere doubtless some educated persons among them.

It Avas a frontier people and it required something of the daring and
energy of a frontiersman to maintain the spirit of a pioneer preacher.

Alexander Travis, of Covington county. Avas a good example of the type.

He Avould walk: thirty-five miles to hold seiwice; Avould SAvim streams, his

saddle bags, that he ahvays bore, carried high OA'er his head. Then, too,

the preacher had to stand ready to defend the good order of his congre-

gation against the rowdy element that Avas often anxious to humiliate

him and bring religion into disrepute.

It Avas a noticM'able feature, too, of the ministry of that time, that so

many Christian AA'orkers follo’wed other professions, like teaching, the

practice of the kxAv or medicine, at the same time tliey Avere preaching

the gospel. In the same order of facts. Avas the custom of preaching in

priA'ate Inmses, in the open air. in court housics, or in the clmrch. of an-

other denomination. Just as funerals might not be preached for many
months, or perhaps a year, aft('r the deceased had been buried, there

Avas no ]ireacher to be had at the time, but as soon as one came into the

neighborhood, his services AVi're engaged, the neighbors Avere assqmbled,

and the virtues and faults of the dead were comimmtt'd upon. It is cA'en
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whispered, by -way of tradition, tliat many were the marriatres made in

those days under a like stre-ss of weather, the bride and groom setting

up for themselves and awaiting the coming of a preacher to solemnize

the rites of matrimony.
CAMP MEETINGS.

The camp-meeting was inaugurated as a practice in the early thirties

to meet the trouble communities had in enjoying Christian preaching, and
it is doubtless due in no small measure to the awakening effect of these

congregations in all parts of the state that the churches who organized

them grew so rapidly at that time. One of the religious historians of

this period describes the groans and cries of repenting sinners, the songs

and prayers, the shouts and praises of Christians, as forming an awful

yet delightful harmony. And another says: "It was not unusual to have

a large portion of the congregation ])rostrated on the ground; and in

some instances they appeai’ed to have lost the use of their limbs. No
distinct articulation could be heard; screams, cries, groans, shouts, notes

of grief and notes of joy. all heard at the same time, made much con-

fusion, a sort of indescribable concert."

With the ina\iguration of the camp-meetings, whether by way of

cause or not, there began to be a larger number of stable IMethodist and
Baptist churches, and ministers were less itinerant in habit than, by the

force of circumstances, they once liad been compelled to be. Then, too,

the other Protestant denominations began to get a secure foothold

throughout the state.

STATISTICAL.

In 1821, there were seventy Baptist churches in the state, in 1836 there

were 333. In 18S12 these figures liad mounted, as we are informed officially,

to l,af)7 white churches and 1.006 colored churches; the former with a

memltership of lol,o33 and the latter O'^.G.'iG.

The Protestant Episcopal church was first represented in Alabama by
an organization at Tuscabtosa, .January 7. Its tirsT annual conven-

tion was held iSIay 12. I'^Oo. Alaliama was formed into a separate diocese

and in 1844, the Rev. Nicholas Hamner Cobbs, of Ohio, a singularly ])ure

and holy man, was elected bislmp. He died in l^l.il and was succeeded in

1802, by the present bishop, Re\‘. Richard Wilmer, 1). I).

In 1892, there were in tlie state' tifty-eight Episc(jpal churches, thirty-

five clergy and 0,l'.i0 communicants.

The Presbytery of Alabama was erected by order of synod of South
Carolina and (leorgia. Noviniiber 2o. Hfo. the lirsl Presijyteiaan organi-

zation in Alabama. It is now one of the most p<iw('rful and resjiectable

church organizations in the state and tin* reputation of its clergy for

piety and scholarship gives the denomination an intluence in e.xcess of its

actual membo)-s.

The Ab'thodist Episcopal church, south, had according to tlie census
of 1891), a membershi]) in Alabama of '^7,912, with l,o.')0 churches.
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The writer regrets that the scarcity of raatcriais iTalies it iiupossible

to do justice to the yreat worlv being doii':* not only in religion, biu in

the educational and social world by the Protestant denoic.inations just

mentioned, and as well by the Christians or Cainpbellites. the Jews and
others. The figures, if they were obtainable, wouht have but one story

to tell, tliat of a steady increa.se of ])ower and inlluerto among the relig-

ious bodies, shaping and diia'cling, ofren v’hen least observed, the destiny

of the individual and the state.
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Personal T^eruoirs,

JEFFERSON COUNTY.

Basil ISI. Allen was bom in Caroline county. Va., December 20

1858, and was educated at the agricultural college in that state, having

graduated there in lie afterward studied law at Bowling Green,,

Va. , and came to Hale county, Ala., in 1878, where lie resumed his studies

and was admitted to the bar at Greensboro, in IsSO. He practiced in

Hale county about one year, and, in December, 1881, went to Birmingham
and commenced the lucrative practice he enjoys there at present. He
was a member of the commissioners' court of Hale county for two years.

He was the first exalted ruler of the Elks in Birmingham, in 1888, was
re-elected in I'^SO. and again in 1800, and resigned the same year to accept

the j)osition of district deputy exalted ruler for Alabama, which office he
held one term, and was then appointed grand inner guard of the grand
lodge of the United States. He is past chancellor of Phoenix lodge,

No. 25, K. of P. While district deput}^ of the Elks he established lodges

at Selma, Anniston and [Montgomery. He is a member of the I. O. O. F.

and I. O. H. IM. [Mr. Allen is the son of Rev. L. W. Allen, a native of

Virginia, and a Ba])tist clergyman of note. He was pastor of the Walnut
street Bapitist church, at Louisville, when the war commenced. He
resigned his pastorate, went home to Caroline county, Va-, and raised a

comj)any of cavalry of w'hich he was made captain. He served gallantly

through the whole war. with the exce])tion of ten months, when he was
held a prisoner at .Tohnson's Island. After the w'ar he remained in Vir-

ginia until his death, which occu red in 1^72 He was at one time sergeant-

at-arms of the loAver house of Virginia legislature prior to the w’ar. He
married Anna 51. 5Iartin, of Williamsburg, Va.. and to them were born
four children, all of whom are living, as follows: Hattie E.. wife of C. W.
Collins, of Hale county. Ala.; Nannie B.. whfe of K. W. Collins, of hlalo

county, Ala. ; B. M. Allen and L. C. Allen, of Shrevesport. La. The
mother of 5Ir. Allen died in 18i)5.

John J. Altman was born among the refined and cultivated people of

Sumter county, Ala., August 17. 1851. He is the son of John W. Alt-

man, who came from South Carolina, and settled in Sumter county, in

18:[U). He married Sarah Hitt of South Carolina. Young Altman com-
menced life as a farmer's boy, who is ofttimes the architect of his' own
amusement. He obtained his primary education at the schools of his
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own neighborhood, and at the age of sixteen began to teach in his native

town, to enable hiin to prosecute his own further studies. When he had
accumulated some funds, he attended Cooper's institute, in east INIissis-

sippi. Later he took a course of law lectures at the university of Vir-

ginia. In i'^71 li(^ opened a law office in Butler, Ala., the county seat of

Choctaw county, and was associated in the practice with Chancellor Cobbs,

now chancelh)]' of the western cliaiicery division of Alabama. After four

years of jiractice at that }>lace he went to Birmingham, and became the

^partner of Capt. Sprott, until He was a democratic elector from
the sixth congressional district when Cleveland was elected president

the first time, and was mayor of Livingston, ‘ Sumter county seven

years.

F. Y. Axder.sox. the efficient manager of the Alabama State Land
company, was born in Prince George s county. Md, in 1847. and >

graduated from Columbia college in Washington, D. C., in 1870. He then

went to Mobile. Ala., where he engaged in the claim and real estate bus-

iness until 18s0, when he was appointed land commissioner for the Queen
& Crescent railroad, and general manager of the Alabama State Land
company, which owns over 000, UOO acres of land in Alabama; and the

railroads with which Mr. Anderson is connected control over one and a

quarter million acres of land. Mr. Anderson went to Birmingham in

1880, and ever since that time has been prominently identified with its

permanent prosperity. He is vice-president of the Birmingham chamber
of commerce, vice-president of the Alabama state fair, and the president

of the Alabama club. By religious predilection. Mr. Anderson is an

Episcopalian. He was married in 18sll to Miss Lucy Winston Paine,

daughter of Dr. B. F. Paine, of Alabama, and grand-daughter of state

senator AY. O. AA*. AA’inston, of De Kalb county. Ala., originally from A’^'ir-

ginia. Four children blessed the union. Alary J., Frank Y., Pelham H.

and AAunston Paige Anderson.

George Claiborxio Bai.l, the Birmingham broker, was born in Mont-

gomery county. Ala., in b'^41. He was educated at a ]n'ivtite school at

that place, taught t)y Prof. AlcXutt. At the age of eighteen he left

school, and entered the service of the Confederacy under Col. J. H.

Clanton, of the KiglitGenth Alabama ca\'alry. but after the battle of

Shiloh he was assigned to Col. .John H. Kelly's reginumt of Arkansas
infanti'v as a statf officer. He was afterward on Gen. AA'. AA". Allen's staff

until the close of the war, holding at that time the rank of major. He
was engaged in the battles of Shiloh, Htuu-isburg, Ky., Murfreesboro,

Tenn., Chii'k'araauga, Kesaca. tlie fights about Atlanta, Savannah, Greens-

boro and Charlotte. K. C. Going back to Alontgonu'ry after the war. ho

accepted a position with the Alabama A' Florida railroad. Here he
remained until W7i'. Going tlnni to Escamlfia county. In* built ;ind con-

ducted a saw mill for a couple of years, o\it of whi<di In* r('alized large

pecuniary returns. In l>7l’ he sold out his saw mill, rc'turned to Alont-
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gornei'y, and was again in tlip service of the same raih’oacl, now known,

however, as the iMobile & Montgomery, remaining until Isbo. wlien he

built the cotton-seed oil mills at Eufaula, Ala., and Albany. Ga., and ran

them until Is'^G. the year he removed to Birmingham. In Birmingham,

he engaged in the real estate busines until isss, when he was apt’ohited

general manager of the Elyton Band company power works and machine

shops. This })Osition he ludd with ci'edit to himself, and satisfaction to

his employers for two years. He then engaged in the iron and steel

commission business, now conducting the same. In 1>^72. kir. Ball was
united in marriage with Miss Hattie G. Mays, daughter of Thomas S.

Mays, of Montgomery. Ala., and they have three surviving children—Sumter
Mays, Elese G.. and Sue Allen. Mr. Ball is a consistent member of the

Episcopal church.. He descends from the well-known Virginia familj' of

that name, being a son of George C. Ball, of Virginia, and his mother
w’as Miss Eliza J. Pollard, daughter of Charles T. Pollard. They had
seven children, five of them living, as follows; Charles P.. of Carters-

ville, Ga. ; klaria IM.. widow of Frank Reynolds: Sue Pendleton, wife of

Gen. IV. IV. Allen, of ^Montgomery; George C. and AVilliam Vlunford, of

Salisbury. IMd. (an Episcopal rectoi’). Mr, Ball’s father died in 1858, and
his mother in

Dr. Asa X. B.vll.vrd was born in Paintersville, Ohio, October 17. 1842,

and was educated at the Xational university, at Lebanon, in that state.

He graduated there in 1^72. taking the degree of B. S. in 1^71. and A. B.

in 1872. He then engaged in school teaching in Harrisburg, 111., and
Indianapolis. Ind.. two years, and while in that city began the study of

medicine, and attended the Pulte Medical college, at Cincinnati, graduat-

ing there in 1>7G. He located in Shelby. Ohio, wliere he j)racticed success-

fully for ole\ en years. In 1>^G, he located in Birmingham, and is still

living there. He belongs to the Alabama State Homeopathic society, the

Southern Homeopathic, and is honorarv member of the C>hio State

Homeopathic society, and is a memlier of the American Institute of

Homeo})athy. He is also a member of the pension board at Birmingham,
Ala., and while in Shelby, Ohio, was a member of the council and school

board for nine wars. Ho enlist('d in Octol^er. 18G1, in comininy D. Port.v-

eighth Ohio infantry, as a private, l)ut rapid tiromotion bi'ought him to

the cathaincy before the close of the war. He was in the battles of

Shiloh, Corintli. Holly Spirings. ^Memphis. Vied^sburg, Arkansas Post,

siege and capture of Vickslmrg, Indianola, Red River, and was ca]dured

at Sabine Cross Roads and taken to Tyh'r. Tex. He was held for si.x

months and then (>xchauged. and alterward was in the battles ot Pensa-
cola, Seliim and Fort Blakely. He is a Mason, and a memljor of the

Methodist Episcopal church. He was married in l'>74 to Mary Harrison,

daughter ot George S. Harrison, of Pagetown, Ohio. They luul four cdiil-

dren: Asa Elwyn. Clarence B.. Florenciu and Mary Pauline. His fitther
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was David P. Ballard, a native of Ohio, and his mother was Priscilla

Lewis, of Ohio.

CilOLLET Blrxey, the popular and saccessful banker of Bessemer,

Ala., was born at ^lontgomory, November 14. 1847, and educated there.

He entered the Confederate sei'vice in the fall of 1864. as a boy. After

the war, he was employed by the Western railway, of Alabama, and was
located at IMonlgomery until Is?'?, when he went to Floridian, IMiss., in

the employ of the East Tennessee. Virginia A Georgia railroad, remain-

ing there until W'^7. in which 3'ear he came to Bessemer and organized

the Berney Bros. bank, and when that instituti-on was changed to a state

bank, he became its president. This was changed, in 1890, to the First

National bank, of which Mr. Berney is still president. He is one of the

directors and tiie manager of the Bessemer street railway company and
the Berney real estate company, of Bessemer. He is a member of the

Masonic fraternity, and altiliates with the Presbyterian church. He was
married in December. 1881. to Anna Brook Barrett, daughter of Dr. Junius

Barrett, of Gainesville, Ala., and to the union was born one child, Anna
Bi’ook Berney. Mr. Berney 's wife died in Aj^ril, 1883.

William Berney.—The president of the Berney National bank deserves

high place in the history of the young financiers of the south. He was
born in IMontgomery. INIay 27. 1840. and is the son of Dr. .Tames and .Jane E.

(Saffold) Berney. His father was a leading phj’sician of Montgomery for

more than forty years, and there he resided until his death in .July, 1880.

William Berney was fourth of a family of eleven children, six of whom
now survive. He received his preliminary education in Montgomery, and
a course of study in Baltimore, which was subsequently continued in

IMontgomery. Ho went into the Confederate army in 1861. at Dalton. Ga..

in Hallonquist’s Reserve regiment of artillery and served as an ordnance

sergeant until the end of the war. His wms one of the most active regi-

ments in the wing of the Tennessee, and jiarticipated in the severe bat-

tles of Dalton. Ricsaca, Atlanta. .Jonesboro and many other of the engage-

ments in the great retreat of Gen. .Joseph E. Johnston. At the close of

the war he received the apiujintment of dejiuty collector of internal

revenue of the .-econd district of Alabama. Later on, he wuis appointed

cashier to the large cotton commission housr^ of Lehman. Durr A Co.,

which position lu' held till he was called to the agency of the South &
North Alabama railroad, whicli he resigned one year later. He then

engaged in farming for a short time, and was subsecjiuuitly a
2
)pointed

book'keeper of the National Bank of Birmingham, and in 1"'7,') he became
th(' cashier of tluit institution. U[»on the dmith of Charles Linn, the

president of the banlc. he was elected as his successor. This very import-

ant jiosition he held until when he resigned :ind (U'ganized the Cen-

tral bank of Birmiiigliam, with which he Avas connected until Avhen

it reorganized and received the name of its founder, thus bt'coming' tluA

Berney National bank, with William I’xu'iiey as the presid('nt, its capital
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stock being S300,n0o. He was married April 29, 1-^(3'^. to Miss Lizzie J.

Taylor, of ^loiitgomery, a daughter of Dr, W. P. Taylor. His beloved

wife entered into rest December 7, l'^92, leaving three daughters:

Rebecca Durr, Lizzie Witten, and Mary Chollet.

Coe. "W. D. Bfeger, one of the best known attorneys in Alaliama, and

a jirominent member of the Birmingham bar. is a native of Tallapoosa

county, Ala., Avhere he was born March 1. and Avhere he secured his

primary education. He then went to Dadeville, Ala., where he worked
for five years in a printing oftice, and then went to IMarysville, Tenn.,

Avhere he attended school, until the spring of ISGl, when he entered the

Confederate service, enlisting in a company organized by Capt. Thrasher,

which was assigned to the Thirty-eighth Tennessee infantry, and on the

reorganization of that regiment, in the summer of the same year, private

Bulger, was made commissary, and served in that capacity for about a

year. He then resigned and enlisted as a private soldier in the Forty

-

seventh Alabama regiment, Avhich Avas organized by his father. INI. J.

Bulger, Avho soon after became its colonel. He served in this regiment,

until the battle of Chickamauga. Avhere he Avas Avounded, and after par-

tially recoA'ering, he Avas assigned to detailed duty at Mobile, Ala., and

commissioned lieutenant-colonel of the Third Alabama resei'A'es. Avhich

rank he held at the close of the war. He Avas in the battles of Cedar

Run, Second Manassas. Cliantilly Farm, Fredericksburg. Sharpsburg or

Antietan, Gettysbui’g and Chickamauga. He was Avounded in the right

hip at Sharpsburg. and in the knee at Chickamauga. At the close of the

Avar, Col. Bulger returned to his native county, and located at DadeAuIle,

AA'here he at once commenced the study of laAV, and in March, It'CG, Avas

admitted to the bar. He at once opened an ottice in Dadeville, and soon

built up a lucrative practice, remaining there until Avhen he removed
to Birmingham, Ala.. Avhere ho noAV I’csides. and has a large practice. He
was elected to represent Tallapoosa county in the loAver house in H70.
and served one term. Col. Bulner Avas married in December, 18(3(3. to

Miss Amanda Ci'ubb. daughter of .lames B. Crabb, of McDonough, Ga.,

and to this union Avere born ten children, of Avhom six noAV surA'ive. Col.

Bulger’s father is M. .T. Bulger. Avho is a native of South Carolina, born

in Richland district, that st;ite. He came to Alabama, about l''2o. locating

in Tallapoosa county. Avhere he noAv resides. He has served repeatedly

in both houses of the Alabama legislature, and early in l>i(32, organized

the P''orty-seA'enth Alabama mgiment. of which he Avas afterAvard made
colonel, and served all through the Avar. receiA'ing Three Avounds. Avliile

in the servict'. He ituirriod Elizabeth M. Bozeman, a iiatiA’e of Alabama,
and to them Avere born four children, tAvo of Avhoni uoav surviA'o. A'iz.

:

Col. W. D. Bulger, of Birmingham, and Tliomas L. Bulger, of Tallapoosa
county, Ala.

John W. Bush.—Tins bi'illiant soldier and hiAvyer is a Virginian. haA'-

ing been born near Wil liamsburg, in tliat state. Novemln'r 17. H41. He
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was a student at 'Williaiu and ]Mary college wlien the v.-av bri>ko out, and

abandoned his studies to join Lee's rangers, and during the latter part

of 1804, served on Gen. Barton's staff. In 1801 lie was for a while courier

for Gen. Robert E. Lee, prior to his onteihug the Xinth cawalry. He
participated in the following severe engageinenfs : Huntsville, West Va.,

18G2; Falmouth, Va. ; FTAHlericksburg, wliere he was one of the historic

seven men who ci'ossed the bridge while it ivas vtd in flames: and the

battle of Hanover C. H. : seven days' tight around IGclmiond, Seal IMoun-

tain, Harper’s Ferry, the fights at Sharpsburg. and just prior to the

battle at Catlett’s Station,. he captureil officer Harris, second in command
on the Federal staff: Brandy Station. Gettysburg. Williamsport. Cul-

peper C. H., Rapidan Station, Cold Harbor. Afier the battle of Cold

Harbor, he was appointed a scout to inspect and report upon the effect

of that battle on Grant’s army, and in executing this perilous mission, he

had to make a circuitous ride around Gram’s entire army. He was also

in the battles of White Oak swamp, where he was severely wounded. He
served on Gen. Barton's staff, and engaged in the battle of Five Forks,

the culmination of which, was the surrender at Appomattox C. H. xVfter

the war, Mr. Bush taught school and studied law. He was admitted to

the bar in 1866, and in X’ovember, of the same year, came to Alabama,
and located near Uniontown. He taught sciiool there a year, and in

December, 1867, located at Clarion, Ala., practicing law there one year,

and then returned to Uniontown, and practiced until l^Sr, when he came
to Birmingham. From 1878 to 1882. he rej)resented the seventeenth

district in the state senate. He is a royal arch IMason. a K. of P.. and
a member of the Episcopal church. He was married in 1869, to Sallie

Howoll Evans, daughter of iMatthe'W R. Evans, cf klobile. Ala. She is a

sister of the authoress. Augusta Evans, and to them were born three chil-

dren, Howard Evans, xVugusta Evans and George Edward. The father of

Mr. Bush was William Bush, a native of James City county, Va., was
president of the count,v court for many years, and was also a member of

the Vir.yinia house of delegates. His wife was IMalinda Finch, a native

of Charles City county, Va. They had nine children, who were born and
named in the following order: Dr. Robert H., Huntsville, Tex.: Trittie.

widow of Capt. Edmund Ware, of Virgini;i. who was idlled in the Conb:*derato

service: Mollie, Mrs. klalinda Warren, deceased: George Edward. New-
port News: .lohn W., Virginia, Joseph R., IMarengo county, Ala., and
WTlliam M., of Uniontown. Ala. The Bush family is of old Vir.ginian

stock, and of Revolutionar.v fame, one of whom was klaj. .lohn W. Bush,
after whom Jolm W. is mimed.

Hexry Martix Caldwei.l.—First among the great lu’ivate corpora-

tions of Birmingham, Ala., undoubtedly stands the El,yton Land com-
])any, whose wide possessions cover several thousand acres of pasture,

wood and aralile land of Jones’ ’\hilley. :uul first :uuong the managemeiU (d

this great scheme stands Henry khirtiu Caldwell. The courage and
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sagAcity necessary to the inauguration of this enterprise may be more
readily estimated when we rellect that its pnmioters had to- deal with a

variety of untoward circumstances, likely to arise out of the contingen-

cies of threatened adverse state and national legislation. In considering

the practicatjility of a municipal corporation at Elyton, it was essential to

probe, as far as possible, these {iroblems with reference alike to their

influence upon its ultimate success, and the prejudice of local jealousies,

most likely to be incited in a new country, which divides its golden

promises betAveen the business foresight of the legitimate settler

and benefactor, and the spr'culations of the adventurous “land shark."

To contend with the vicissitudes of such a -situation, no man could

have, been found better fitted than he, who came to the inan

agement of the enterprise in perhaps the most momentous
period in the history of the company: and the manner in which
he has discharged the burdensome duties of his position am])ly

attend the wisdom of his choice. "When he took charge, it Avas

without a salary, but he Avas voted a salary, Avhich has been
annually increased Avithout demand. It is said that had he receiA'ed,

from the coni[)any, the usual commissions of real estate dealers,

he AA'ould. on several occasions, have realized the neat sum of

!?50,000 a month. Dr. CaldAvell is a native of Greenville, Butler county,

Ala,, Avhere he Avas born in 183(3. He spent his youth, and receiA'ed his

early education there, but afterAvard attended and graduated from the

medical de})artment of the university of Pennsylvania. He practiced his

profession at home until the oiiening of the Avar, Avhen he entered the

medical de])artment of ' the Confederate army, serving principally in the

field Avith the Alabama forces. He has large j^i'Amte interests in and
and near Birmingham, being pi-esident of the CaklAvell Hotel company, a

director of the First Xational bank of Birminglnun. of the IVilliamson Iron

company, and of the Birmingham Iron Avorks. Hrs. CaldAvell's maiden
name Avas iMilner, a sister of IMaj. "W. J. IMilner of Bii'iningham, Ala.

John CaldAvell. the father of the doctor, Avas a iiatiA'e of North Carolina,

and his mother, Elizabeth Black, a native of South Carolina. His father

died in H70, and his mother in 1871. Dr. CaldAvell is a Mason, and he
and Avife are members of the Fii'st Presbyterian churcli.

WiLtUAM.). Camei:on, presidtmt of the First National bank of Birm-
ingliaui; and (jne of the most conspicuous of the young financiers of the

south, was boi’u in ^Montgomery, Ala., in 1''51. His ancestors, on his

father's sidd. Avere originally from Scotland, and Avere of the distin-

guished clan, Cameron, of that country. His father emigrated from the

north of Ireland to the United States about I'^kS. In l^ln he became a

resident of Montgomery, and Avas there engaged in mercantile business

until the close of the Avar. He is still f ngaged in business in Montgom-
ery. In ls5o he marritHl Miss Eliza Crozier of Philadeliihia, by avIkuu he

had foiir children, Avho are now living, IVilliam J. being the eldest of the
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family, and tho onl}" son. He \va.s educated in the schools of Montgom-
ery, and received a oi;e year's coui-se at the Morri.stown academy, at Nor-

ristown, Penn. He l^egun his business career in the banking house of

Josiah Morris of Montgomery, and rose rapidly from the position of

runner through the various ]K)sitions in the bank, rnd in through

the inlluence of Mi-. IMorris, he was apjiointed cashier of the City

bank of Birmingham. In u])on the organization of the First' Nat-

ional bank of Birmingham, he was appointed cashier, and in he was
elected its president. Mr. Cameron has been a resident of Birmingham
since 1880, and beside his position as in-esident of the First National

bank, which is one of the strongest financial institutions in the south,

he is iiresident of the Southern Bridge company. 'While living in Mont-

gomery, Mr. Cameron was second lieutenant of the famous IMontgomery

Gi’eys, and upon the re-organization of the state troops he was made major

of the Second infantry, which was in service during the famous Posey
riot in 1883. Mr. Cameron has been married twice, first to Miss IMary E.

Smith of IMontgomery in 1>72. She died in IS^l. leaving four children,

viz.; William Smith. Pauline, Ajidrew C. and William J., Jr. In 1883 Mr.

Cameron married Miss Mary B. "Ward, daughter of George R. Ward of

Birmingham.
Shelby Chadwicr Carsox. M. D., was born in Greensboro, Ala.,

January 26. 1840, He was educated at the Southern university" and the

university of Alabama. He left the latter school in March, 1^63. and went
into the war. with a company of cadets, who afterward rendered efficient

escort .duty to both Gens. Pillow and Adams, and also particijuited in

the battles and skirmishes of Fayette Court House, Ebenezer Church,

Selma and Montgomery. While acting as escort to Gens. Forrest and
Adams at Ebenezer Church, they were attacked by a squad of Gen. AVil-

son's (Federal) raiders, seventeen in number, all of whom were killed.

Forrest slaying three of them in a terrible hand-to hand encounter. Dr.

Carson receiving a salier cut on the shoulder. Later, the doctor did some
dangerohs and important duty as a carrier of secret dispatches between
Confederate generals, viz.; from Gen. Adams, then at Tuskegon, Ala., to

Gen. Dick Taylor at Avieridian, Avliss., and from Gen. TayJor to the Avar

detiartmont then in (deoi'gia. At the close of tlie war lie clerked for liis

father in Greensljoro till h'-'Il. He studied medicine from D^71 to 1873

and went to tlie Louisville medical college one year later, and then to the

Tulane university at New Orleans, graduating tliere. Tho first five years

of his practice Avas in St. Clair county, and Hie succeeding ten years in

Greene county. In 18^s he Avent to .Bi*ssomer, liis prest.mt home. He is

a member of the .Teffiu-son county (Ala.) Medical society and the Alabama
state IMedical association, and has been A'ice-presid('nt and president of

the Jetlerson and Greene county sficieties. respectiA'ely. .Tune 22, 186'.1. Dr.

Carson Avas united in marriage to Annie Burt RidgAvay. thr> estimable

daughter of B. H. RidgAvay, of EutuAV, ^Ua. They liaA'e no children. Dr.
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Carson is an elder in the Presbyterian cdiurch. His rather M as Thomas K.

C-irson, of North Carolina, aaJ as a s aecessful merchant in Greens-

boro, Ala., for nearly fifty years. He died in iSOO, aged seventy-('ight

years. The mother s maiden name avas Ad-?‘iaide Li. Chadwick, of Ken-

tucky. She died in ISS.', aged sixty five years. Tlure are four living

children of this union, as folhiws; Mary, wife of K. B. Douglas, of

Greensboro, Ala.; Dr. S. C. ;
'laggie, wife of G. 'vV. Shackelford, of

Birmingham, and Fannie, wife of II. M. Boveiace. Crescent City, Fla.

Dr. Carson's brother. .John K. Carson, was cai)tain of company K. Forty-

fifth Alabama regiment, and was killed in the battle of Franklhi in

1864.

W. A. CilENOWETH, the hardware dealer and well kiioavn and respected

citizen of Birmingham, came from Covington, Ky., where he was born

July 1, 1S55. He was educated at Cincinnati in what is now known as the

Chickering school. He left school when a boa’ of eighteen, and entered

the hardware store of K. W. Booth & Co., of Cincinnati, and remained in

their employ as a clerk for eight years. At the age of twenty-six years

he went to Philadelphia, where he traveled for the Supplee Hardware
company throughout the south, until lsS6, wdien he determined to locate

in Birmingham, and accordingly went into the hardovare business in com-

pany with two partners. This business tlouri.shed and became very exten-

sive and in 18SU, Mr. Chenoweth bought out one partner, and the business

was merged into a stock company, of which J. B. Francis is president

and Mr. Chenoweth treasurer and manager. Mr. Chenoweth is a thirty-

second degree Mason, a member of the IMystic Shrine, and a Presbyterian.

He was married in Columbus, Ga., in 1881, to Viola Beach, a daughter of

William Beach, and to them were born two children—William A., Jr., and
Beach Mead. IMr. Chenoweth 's fatlier was J. M. Chenoweth, a native of

Kentuckay and for many years a successful wholesale merchant of Cincin-

nati. At the opening' of the war he wa.s captured by the P''ederals and
compelled to run a gun boat for them,' but he was always a southern

sjuntiathizer. His wife was Harriet A. Arthur, sister of W. E. Arthur
ex-member of congress. She died in 1877.

Robert Chisolm, an ex-Confederate soldier of distinction, and a mem-
ber of the Birmingham bar. was born in Beaufort. S. C.. October 4, I 844 .

He attended Beaufort college until the age of fifteen, when he went to

the Citadel ^Military academy at Charleston, S. C. Ho resigned from the

academy in 1861. and went as a volunteer aid on the staff of Gen. Micah
Jenkins, and afterward went to Port Royal, serving during that engage-

ment as an aid to Col. Dunnovant, commanding the post, and wa.s in the

battle of Port Royal. Immediately after, he was brevetted a lioutemant.

and was assigned to duty at the camp of instruction, near Columbia. S. C.

In 1862, he was made adjutant of the Twentieth Soutli Carolina regiment,

commanded by Col. Laurence M. Keith, and resigned in .Inly, ls62. to

become captain in the pi’ovisional army of the Confederati' States. He
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raised a company of sharpshooters, which was afterward attached to. and

formed part of, the Tsveiity-seventh South Carolina reyimt-nt, with winch
regiment he remaim'd until tlie war closed. He wu.^ in all the severe

battles around Kichmond—Cold Harbor. Petersburg, Battery Harri.son,

near Wilmington, X. C.. Town Creek, and Bc-ntonville ; was otfered jn-omo-

tiou to the rank of major by Gen. Ttiomas .tordan. chief of Gen. Beaure-

gard’s staff, but declined it on account C'f his age. Alter the wai’ he

entered the office of Gen. .James Connor and studied law; was admitted

to the bar in isOT, and practiced in Charleston, S. C., till lot'T, in which
year he remoi'ed to Birmingham, Ala. He served live years as jiKlicial

justice for Charleston. S. C.. being aiipointed' by Gen. Wade Hampton,
then governor. He is at present a member of the board of education of

Birmingham, and he and his jiariner are attorneys for the Central Kail-

road and Banking company, of Georgia, and the klacon & Birmingham
railroad. Mr. Chisolm was married in June, 180.J, to Margaret Horry
Laurens, a daughter of .John Laurens, and grand-daughter of Henry
Laurens, first president of the American congress, of South Carolina.

They have had eight children, as follows : Eliza L.. John L.. Alexander R.

,

Louisa S., Henry L., Caroline B., Heyward, and Margaret H. Mr. Chis-

olm is a K. P. and an Episcopalian. His father was Robert Chisolm, a

native of South Carolina, and his mother was Miss Louisa Screven Guerard.

Dr. a. a. Clisby. the well-to-do capitalist and 2)hysician of Birming-

ham. was born Se 2
)teniber 20. in Coo.sa county. Ala., and was edu-

cated in the schools of that and Montgomery county. He studied phar-

macy. after leaving school, in .South Carolina, wlxither he had gone at

the age of eighteen years, locating in Edgefield. He went into the drug

business there, and remained with good success in that business about

eleven years. He was married in Edgefield in 1^7.'. to Fannie T. CJ lover,

and to them were born five children, as follows: Warner C., Fannie Ij.

,

Alfred A., Kathleen, and .Jolin H. The mother of these children died in

18S8. In Dr. Clis’oy removed to Birmingham, and engaged in

the drug business one year, which he abandt)ned for real estate, his
2
)res-

ent occu^iation. He married the second time. Xovember I'J. 1.^91, Daisy,

daughter of Gen. T. K. Irwin, of Mobile. He was one of the promoters

and organizers of the East Lake Laud company, and one of its vice-

ju’esidents. and during his residence in Edgefield. S. C.. was mayor of

that city several years. His father was .lohn Clisby. born in B tstoii. Mass.,

in 1813. He came to Alabama in Ri’f), and located in ^Montgomery, wdiere

he was an extensive merchant 'intil G>7. Ih' commanded a company of

^Montgomery troo])s in tlie .Seiuinoli' war. He was married in GeO to

Emily Iluglies, a daugiiter of Jolin Hughes. Eleven children were born

to the union, the following ten of tvliom grew to maturity: .lohn H., now
a leading citizen of klont gomery. Ala.

;
George C., who served through

the last war. was wounded tive times, and last at Gettysburg: EinJua,

wife of C. L. IJ. Marsh, of Birmingham; Elizabeth, wih' of .1. M. Cobb,
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of Edgotield, S. C. : Dr. A. x\. ClisV)y. of Birmingliam ; Steven H. Clisby,

killed at the battle of PeEicli Tree Creek, at the age of seventeen years;

Rosa, wife of Col. S. W. John, of Birmingham: Loi’enzo, of Birmingham;
Hattie, wife of Jolin Morris, of Birmingham, and Annie.

James B. Cobbs is one of the leading fianciers of Birmingham. Mr.

Cobbs was born in Choctaw county. Ala., on the 17th day of March, 1856,

and received his education at Livingston, Sumter county. Ala., where
his parents moved wIioei ho was ciuite young. His education was com-

pleted at Eastman's National Business college in Poughkeepsie. N. Y., in

1874. He moved to Birmingham in March, 1883. and accejitcd a position

as bookkeeper of the National bank of BirmingliEim. When the First

National bank was organized he was made general bookkeeiiei-. Eind after

that, receiving teller, tilling both positions with marked ability and giv-

ing entire satisfaction to the head officials. His faithful and efficient

services were soon recognized, and when in 1885, the Central bank was
organized, he was invited to take a jiart in its management; he accepted

and was appointed cashier. In 1880, this bank merged into a national

association, taking for its name The Berney National bank. He holds

the cashiership of this strong and inlluential institution to this day, and

no one enjoys the confidence and respect of its directors, stockholders, or

depositors, or the esteem of the business community generally, or is a

more worthy citizen than the genial cashier. Mr. Cobbs has been

honored with many positions of trust, and in every case has given a sat-

isfactory account of his .stewardship. He is a member of the executive

committee of the Alcibama state bankers' association, vice-iiresident of

the Birmingham clearing house association, a director and associate

manager of several large and influential financial corporations doing bus-

iness in this state. He is also prominent in social organizations. His

opinions on finance and liank management ai'c sought after and are held

in high regard. In no bank is there a more thorough and complete

system tlian tliat found at the Berney National. Mr. Cobb's father and
mother Avere respectively from North Carolina and Virginia, and socially

they occupA’ the front rank of Birmingham s highest circle. Chancellor

Cobbs, his father, is the ablest jurist in the south. Many decisions

handed doAvn by this able judge have been copied a'cew extensiA’ely, and
in full, by the leading ne\vs[)apei- and laAV journals throughout the United

States, and they are quoted as high authority. IMr. Cobbs is a member
of the Episcopal church. He is deA'oted to his family, and liis lovely Avife

and four beautiful children make his home life perfectly happy. The
future has many good tilings in store foi- him.

Thomas Cobbs, one of the most justly celebrated lawyers and judges

of Alabama. Avas born in Raleigh, N. C., the son of Thomas and Sarah
(Boone

)
CobVis. of tliat state. The father of Judge Cobbs. Avas a learned

gentleman and extensive ]danter. He Avas a man of large political and
social inlluence. He removed to Alabama about 1841, and died Avithin a
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few months thereaftei'. Chancellor Cobbs enjoyed every educational

advantage until the death of his father, vy-ho, however, had bequeathed him
an excellent library. Of this, the studious and anboitious boy vcas not

slow to take advantage. The antecedents of tlie boy wene largely calcu-

lated to induce him to espoinse the law as a life work. Accordingkc under

his earnest application and tlie tutelage of his brother. Hon. James Cobbs,

of Mobile, he was prepared for the law and was admitted to the bar in

185G, and was from the very start overwhelmed with business. Thus his

successful career went on until he was elected to the ottice of chancellor

of the western division of Alabama, and so masterly was his administra-

tion of that important office that he was re-elected, wuthout opposition, in

188G. Upon the occasion of his seconci election to the bench the Mont-

gomery Advertiser says, concerning him

:

“This able, faithful and judicious officer was nominated for a second^
term by the convention of the western chancery division. He has estab-

*

lished himself so thoroughly by his fair and iinpartial decisions, by liis

uniform courtesy to the bar and people, as to prevent any thougnt of
opposition, and he receives, as he desei'ves, the unanimous endorsement
of the convention. The chancellor is regarded by all wdio know him as a

fair and impartial judge: laborious and painstaking in every case, and is

regarded in the state as one of her most eminent judges.

He was renominated in .Tune. 1892. without opposition, for chancellor

for six years. He was married in 18a0 to Miss Lucy L., daughter of George
and Margaret Thom, of Virginia. The union w'as blessed with eight

children: all that are living are—-Thomas D., James B., and Nellie, wife

of Prof. J. H. Phillips. Chancellor Cobbs is aii Episcopalian.

JuDEE AuCtESTLS A. CoLEMAN.

—

This distinguished litterateur,

jurist and statesman, is a native of South Carolina, having been born in

Camden, in that state, IMay 21, 182G. He came to Alabama wnth his

parents, and Avas educated in the primitive mixed schools of early days

of the state, and w'as subsequently graduated from Yale at the early

age of nineteen years. He entered the office of a distingui.shed firm of

Alabama lawyers for the study of law. and a few' years later, having
been admitted to the bar, ho settled in Livingston, Sumter count}', Ala.,

and began a large and lucrative practice. At the remarkable early age

of tw'enty-seven years, ho was appointed judge of the seventh judicial

circuit, w'hoi'o he nnule a splendid record for learning and legal ability,

judicial fairness, and fearless discharge of duty. He was a member or

the historic secession convention of IBlil, and among the most illustrious

men of the state he w'as particularly prominent as a member of the

Yancey's ordinance committee to consider and pass u]ion the right of the

state, to adopt an ordinance of secession in her own sovereign capacity, or

whether there should be a co-operative movement among all the southern

states, looking to that end. Amid the startling sessions of that memor-
able body, .Judge Coleman was a leading and central figure. At the

begining of the war, .Tudge ColenTan tendered liis resignation, mnd

i
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or.^iini/iied a reiriment for the army. This regiment was known as the

Fortieth Alabama, and the judge eommamh'd it about one year, but the

people of his circuit being without recourse or remedy at law, and Gov.

Shorter having declined his resignation as Judge, he resumed his seat on
the bench, and continued to hold court, until the close of the war. .Judge

Coleman then removed to Greensboro, in Hale county, Ala., where he

practiced his profession, and represented Hale county in is'sj-.'. in the

general assembly. He shortly afterward removed to Hirmingham, where
he has since been one of the most prominent lawyers of that ]>lace.

Though he has been engaged nearly all his life in law and politics, he has

found time for large literary'accpiirements. and his poetry, in the language

of one of his reviewers, "seems to belong to the polished age of Pope and
Dryden, rather than to this hurried, restless age of ours. " He is an
ardent friend of learning, and has been largely instrumental, in the

success of several institutions of learning in the southern states, parti-

cularly the Southern university*, at Greensboro, Ala., one of the leading

institutions, under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal church.

Some of the poems from the pen of .Judge Coleman are almost unpar
alleled in thought and exquisite expression. We venture to give below,

some sentimental versos addressed "To Ellen" from a periodical before

us, and a most classic four-line gem, entitled "Poetry, " from the same
publication.

T ) ELLEX.

Upon the valley’s lap

The de'.vy moruing throws

A thousand pearly drops,

To wake a single rose.

And often in the course

Of life's few fleeting years,

A single pleasure costs

The soul a thousand tears.

Thus often in thine ear.

By love's pure passion taught,

A thousand hopes I breathe

To wake one tender thought.

And if within thine heart

. That tender thought arise,

T at one faint throbbing costs

My soul a thousand siglis.

POETRY.

Angelic statues waked to life by Tiiought.

From init the virgin (luarry <>f tlie heart;

Soul lUctuiH's by the litiuii of tb iiius wrongdit, ••

Ami limbed in Beauty by the touch of Art. •

17
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John S. Cox, the affable an<l comjietent frei^^hT acrent of the L. & N.

railroad, at Binnin.irham, was bora in Savatng.i. N. Y. . in and was
educated in Ellgiii, 111., where liis [)arents had removed, when he was a

child. In the spring of he enlisted in Compare/ I, One Hundred
and Twenty-seventh Illinois infantry, and served all through the war as

private, and was in the engageinenrs of Vicksburg and Uesaea. where he

was wounded, and was conilneu to the liospital. until he was mustered out

in 1S<)3, at New Albany. Ind. In IH(ii) he went to Rome. Ga.. in the

employ of the Selma, Rome & Daiton railroad as a clerk, and in 1872, lie

removed to Birmingham, as freight agc^iit of the L. & N., the position he

holds at present. Mr. Cox was married in January, 1889, to Frances IM.

Smith, of Elgin, 111.

M. H. Crittenden, capitalist of Biimingham, was born in Lauder-

dale county. Ala., August 31. 1^.51, and was educated in the common
schools of Florence, Ala. After leaving school, at tlie age of eighteen

years, he studied medicine for a short time, but removed in 1873 to

Birmingham. Here liis first business venture was the livery business,

which he carried on one year, and associated himself with W. H. Morris,

in the grocery and furniture line. This tirm was di'-^solved in about one

year, but the business was continued by Mr. Crittenden for two years

longer, after which time he formed a partnership in the livery and brick

business with J. T. Garrettson. In 1882, when Mr. Crittenden's real

estate possessions required all his time and attention, he gave up all other

business, and devoted himself exclusively to looking after his large

property interests. He has a farm of 1.120 acres, in Lauderdale county,

as well as large landed estates in Chickasaw county. Miss., and in Blount

county, Ala., and at Leeds. Ala. He is a Knight of Pythias, and has

occupied all the chairs in that order, having been chancellor commander
of Jefferson Valle\- lodge on two occasions, and once of Birigo lodge,

of Birmingham, klr. Clirittenden wms married November 14. 1878, to

Sallie J. Goodrich, of Kentucky, and they have three daughters—LuluO.,

Erline and Sallie I. Mr. Crittenden is a son of AVilliain H. Crittenden of

Alabama, and his mother's name was Octavia Ingram. Four children

were born co the union, of Avliich. however, only M. H. is living. His

father died in 1854. and his mother in 18(31.

Dr. Frank E. D.cvidson, a banker and business man of Birmingham,
Ala., was born in Madison county, Ala., and received his education in

Tennessee. In 1845 he moved to Green county, Ala. At tlie imeaking out

of the Mexican \var, he volunteered his servic'es. joining tlie com[)any

commanded by Capt. Andrew Pickens, and was tlie recipient of a medal,

from congress, for gallant, and meritorious conduct. At the close of the

war, he returmul to Greensborough. Ala., adopting the })ractice of

dentistry for his profession. For a numlier of years, lie enjoyed a

large practice in I/i\'ing.ston. Ala., from wliich place he retired to his

plantation in Sumter. In Lb5 he movt'd to Mobile, Ala., anti, for a
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number of years, was interested in tiie wholesale grocery business. He
was president of the Grangers' Insurance com[)any, and a director of the

Mobile Life Insurance company, and. for several years, was largely

nterested in the brokerage l)usiness. In Dr. Davidson, moved to

Birmingham. Ala., where lie invested in valuable real estate. He is

president of the Co-operative Bank of A'orth America, a prosperous and

thriving institution. He is a Knight Templar, and enjoys the contidence

and esteem of every one.

Tarpt.ey iM. Davidson, well-known merchant and banker of 'Warrior,

Ala., was born in Walker county. Ga.. in 18-16. When he was only five

years old his parents moved to De Kalb county. Ala., and in the common
schools of that county he received his education. He taught school in

1867 in Marshall county. Ala., and went into the drug business in Scott^-

boro. Ala,, whicli he continued for two years. From 1871 to 1878 he was
in the general merchandise business at the same place, but in the latter

year he was appointed asent for the Memphis & Charleston rahroad at

Hillsboro, Ala., which place he held seven I'ears. In l^^^l he had made
valuable purchases of coal lands in and contiguous to Warrior, whither

he removed in 188.5, and opened an extensive mine, which ho still oper-

ates. At the same time he opened a general store, which is also running.

Upon the organization of the bank of Warrior in 1880 he was made presi-

dent. Aside from his mining and mercantile interests, he has a large

jjlantation in .Tackson county, Ala., and considerable landed estate in

Jefferson and Lawrence counties, Ala. Mr. Davidson is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal church. He was married in 1871 to Sallie, daugh-

ter of Col. Thomas Snodgrass, deceased, of .Tackson county, Ala. There
was only one child of this union, IMabel. He was again married in 1891.

in Memphis, Tenn.. to IMiss Ida Au^tin. a daughter of IM. S. xVustin, of

Mississippi. Mr. Davidson's father was Rev. A. B. Davidson, a native of

Virginia, who came to Georgia aViout lS!s. His wife was Lucinda
Harben. of South Carolina. Tht'y had eight children. The following-

five are living; Dr. A. S. Davidson, of Blount county, Ala., .1. W.
Davidson, of Blount county; T. iM. Davidson: Henry IM. Davidson, of

Morgan county, Ala., and S. C. Davidson, of Warrior. Ala. The father of

IMr. Dai idson died in 1'"'5. and the mother in UTl.

R. Eiirman is a native of Germany. He was born in Diidelshoim on

July -t, 1851. and was educated at the high school at Budingen, and at

Geisen. liCaving school at the age of eighteen he went into a store at

•Frankfort, where he clerked a year, and then came to America, settling

first in New York and them in Montevallo. Ala. At this latter place he
was in the mercantile business for four years. Fi'om here he went to

Clanton. Ala., where he engaged in a similar business for eleven years.

From this point, he went to Birmingham, engaging tliore in the lumber
business. From tliat time' to tlie present, he has conducted the lumber
business with great success, and his many noble (pialities of hand and
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heart havo made a larR'e circle of friends. iSIr. Ehrman is largely int(>r-

ested in the saw mill business with Duke, Ehrman ^lerritt, near Clan-

ton, Ala., and with Mr. IMaull, near Elmore. He also OAvns a large gen-

eral store at Strasburg. Ala. He is a Mason, and a member of B’nai

B'rith. He was married, in 1>>77, to Kate G. Alvis, a daughter of Thomas E.

Alvis, of Hibb county, Ala., and by this union there are live children;

Helen, Alvis, Gertrude. Leon, and ^Marguerite. Mr. Ehrman is the son

of Leon Ehrman. a reputable merchant of Germany, who died there in

.1868. His wife's maiden name Avas Sarah Smith. She still lives. The
wife of Mr. Ehrman is an Episcopalian, and, 'although he is a Jew, he

built a church for her at Clanton and hired a minister to preach there

once a month.

Christian Frederick Enslen is a native of Murtemburg, Germany,
where he was born March 30, 1830. He was educated in that city and

came to America in 1845, at the early age of fifteen years, to try his

fortunes in the great occidental Avorld. Having learned the trade of a

blacksmith in ^Montgomery, Ala., he found himself well ecpiipped to pro-

vide for himself in his new home. He moved to Wetumirka and continued

at blacksmithing until 1871. when ho moved to Birmingham. Here he

worked for the South & North railroad for two years, but a short time

later he embarked in the mercantile business in Birmingham, and con-

tinued therein until 1885, when he organized the Jefferson county savings

bank, with a capital stock of 850,000, owning all the stock, and was
himself the jiresident, as he is at present. In 1887, thr* capital stock of

the bank was increased to 8150,000, and his son. E. F. Enslen, became
cashier. Mr. Enslen is a Mason and an Odd Fellow, imd organized, in

1S7J, the first I. O. O. F. lodge in Jefferson county, and became its tirst

presiding oltirer. He is a member of the Baptist church, and served two
years as an alderman of Birmingham. He was married in 1849, to

Elizabeth Flynn, of Columbus. Ga.. and they have been blessed with a

numl)or of cliildren. of whr>m Cliarles. Emily, Eugene F.. .John and IMinnie

are living. iMr. Enslen Avent into the Confederate army before the seces-

sion of Ahibama. and Avas sent to Pensacola, under the command of

Col. Tennant Loma.x, and remained theu’e until the reorganization of his

command into tlu' Tliird Alabama. Then, after discharging some important
military duty at Norfolk, Va., he Avas placc'd in charne of the arsenal as

foreman, at Montgomery, and continued therein until the close of the

war.

Dr. Ai.it;i;i) EriiA.xic, the Avell knoAvn and successful dentist, of

Birmingham, was l)orn in Jefferson county, September 18, 1851. He
began his eai'ly education in the common schools of Jefferson county, and
at the age el seventeen years he began to study medicine. Avith the late

Dr. M. H. .Iordan, 11(> afterAvard took up dentistry and graduate(l in that

course from he llaltlinort' Dental college, in H74. In that year he hu-ateil

at Birmingham, wlnu-e he* has since' had liiJ; Avonderful success. Dr.
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Eubank is reg'ardcd as one (jf the leading dentist,> of tiie city, he and his

brother having the larger iiortion oi the best i;racLice. kir. Eubank is a

Mason in high standing, and a member of the Methodist Episcopal clmrcli.

He was married in 1S73 to Sarah E. Brown, daughter of James Brown,
of Jefferson, and they are the parents of ,«ix children, of whom four

are living. The children are : Minnie B.. Eate, Ijuc,y, and Emma. Dr.

Eubank is a member of the Alabama Stale Dental a.ssociation. which he

helped to organize, and served as a president of that body. He was a

member and organizer cf the first dental examining boai'd in the state,

and is an honored member of the Southerji Dental association. In politics

the doctor is a stanch democrat, but lias little to do with politics, Vje3’ond

his dut3" as a citizen.

Dr. George Eubank belong.s to one of the oldest pioneer families

who can claim a life-long residence in .Jefi'erson count^n He was born* in

that count}', August 17, 1^61. He attended the common schools in his

boyhood, read dentistr}’ with his brother, and in 1879 he etitered Har-

vard college, at Cambridge, IMass., where he took both medical and den-

tal courses, proiier. He graduated from Harvard in 1882, and opened an

office in Birmingham, where he has I’eaped a large measure of success.

He is president of the Alabama State Dental association, now serving a

second term of five .years, and is a memiier of the board of state dental

examiners. He belongs to the ^Masonic fracernit.y and the Elks, and is

a member of the Episcopal church. He rvas married in April, 1884, to

Miss Cammie, daughter of Mr. Crarvford Blackwood, of Mobile, and the

union has been blessed with two children—George and William C. His

father was William Carroll Eubank, born in what is now Jefferson count}^,

in 1818, and was the first -white child born in that territorv. He was
prominent in the earl\' da\'s of the county, having been .sheritf, tax col-

lector and assessor for some j'ears.

Noah B. Feagin, a member of the Birmingham bar. is a native of

Barbour county, Ala. His father. James M. Feagin. is a native of .Jones

count}', Ga., and moved to Alabama in 1>32. and settled near klidway,

Barbour county. He was in the Indian -war of 1836. and fought in the

battles of Warrior Stand, Cowike and Pea River. He was married to

Almira Cole, the da-ughter of Noah B. Cole, whose pariuits were French
Huguenots, and first settled in Charleston. S. C. Samuel T. Feas'in. the

grandfather of N. B. Feagin. was a native of North Carolina, and had
nine great-uncles in the Revolutionary war, eight of whom fought in the

Continental arm.y and one in the British. N. B. Feagin was at school at

the Nashville militar.y institute, at Nashville, Tenn., when the war began.

He le'ft school and entered tlie Confederate service in July, 1861, in com-
j-)any B, Fifteenth Alabama re,"iment of infantry, -which arrived in Rich-

mohd, Va., .just after the first battle of klanassas. He enlisted as a

private, Vmt had rapid promotions to the captaincy of his company. He
rendered conspicuous services in the army of northern Virginia. Ho
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was in the valley campaign under Stonewall .Tackson. and at the first bat

tie of Winchester. Cross Keys and Port Republic in the valley, and in the

battles of Cold Harbor and IMalvern Hill in front of Richmond, wiiere his

regiment suffered heavily in killed and wounded. He was in the battles

of Cedar ^Mountain, Hazel River, Harper's Perry, Shepardstown, and was
in the charge of Ids brigade, led by Col. Hoke, of North Carolina, when
the lost line was retaken. sOO Pennsylvania bucktails were cap-

tured and Col. Holce was brevetted brigadier general on the field for

gallantry. His regiment was after this transferred to Longsdreefs corps,

and he was in the siege of Suffolk, and in 1S63 was transferred to the

army of northern Georgia. He was with his command in the two days'

desperate fighting at the battle of Chi«'dvamauga. where his regiment cap-

tured a battery of artillery, and on the second day was in the charge that

broke througli the enemy's right wing, saved the day and turned the'

enemy to rout back on Chattanooga. He was in two engagements in

"VViirs Valley, near Chattanooga, at the fight at Bean's Station. Tenn.,

and in Longstreet's siege of Knoxville. He was in the second battle of

Cold Harbor and in the sieges of Richmond and Petersburg. He was in

the battles of Deep Bottom. Fort Gibson, and on the Darby Town road, in

front of Richmond. He was severely wounded in the thigh at Suffolk, in

the hand at Hazel River, in the side at C<ild Harbor, in the knee and

ankle in the battle on tlie Darby Town road. Avhere Gen. Gregg Avas

killed. He commanded his coni 2)any during the two days' figliting at the

battle of Sliarpsburg, Avith his arm in a sling, haAung a Avound in his

hand.- He Avas calleAl "the boy captain" of his regiment. He never lost

a day's seiwice from sickness, nor missed a battle in Avhich his command
was engaged, except Avhen Avounded. After so brilliant a military record

he Avas not averse to tlie cpiiet vocations of jieace AA'hen the end came.

After the war he farmed a year in Bullock county, and then went to

"VVa-shington college, Va., for three years, which was then jn-esided oA*er

by Gen. Robert E. Tjoe. and after graduating in seA'eral of the depart-

ments. including law, in .Tuh', 1S7(», he rigunu'd home. He began the liat-

tle of life at Union S))rings, Ala., in Se]>tember, 1^70, editing a neAvspaper,

the Union Springs Times. This he gave uj) in February, 1871, and began
there the practice of law. He moA'ed tn Anniston. Ala., in May, U''!,

and to Birmingham in October, 1>':^6. He Avas mayor one term at both

"Union Sju'ings and Anniston. He Avas married in February, lss(3, to Annie,

the daughter of Ca'I'us Phillips, and they ha\'e three children, .Tewett

^
Whatley, Alma and Cari'i(\

Capt. Fred S. Fjor( dasox, a distiugui.>lu‘d member of the Birming'-

ham bar. as his name indicates, comes of Scotch and English ancestry.

He Avas born in HuntsA'ille, Ala.. iMay 1*. 1"-!41. He Avas educated at the

Wesleyan uniA'ersity at Florence, Ala., graduating in l>.')b. Fi’om tliis

time until the beginning of the Avar, he studied hiAv and taught sidiool.

but, in January, l^bl, lie enlisted in the Tuskegci' Zouaves, commanded

s.;



r,

Jud JMtt odi in haft

•>rl'| ftf hlV> -Vlfllii'? ^.alt v

«h!'
fw’

^

•»..Mtflcl ,»rij irJ *^«v; ,uH.'

6.-,r;r hfUi ttV^ .itliiWlMoK »0

aud ir Mulyun 'Vv y,J W #w^«hd M to #iMh «iii fli

M,r, vr^/ .linfvj-.ad- ,im&m w;V/ ‘JitU «rti

jo"* f'ljw! vi(f (JO ^*fof'>i.»-‘-*Y'^’«-<^'
!«'^' ^»5(fiH ,lo'.> Sw-iut.

ri\w, y \^-Mit'od oi alH' .'jiJfljiUc*^

i,,|; ..1 >.K-J/ mi 1^1 '",)ftV,?).jiJ^, .d,t itI I>«d
,

>.vi:f, ov;.; ‘Xit ui
''^ Mv^pfn> nrf^frma li> t»’t»..

if£i'> rjr*iai'K'rj >U\ ‘yr^flw 5ti 4ifl'i,yq«ofa^
'wit hwtP'! hiut vdi i.d;r

.fl,
o-a;? «i Bfm

'

4u: *“ '

ffn**T .nolrnm i^’iiR^' td' s4i . I«;
J*

**.

in 9'?n«d ^J(fi ivi

nrM i*H' o'Wdb-vJi^l Hn-is,
s4jr.trt bmi^'$o<H0

Mj|i

«i

iiV*?T nff'Ui*.! ,f<fn oo:f»»f‘''
^ adt'—--' 'y^

ijg in (I'^iifi ^iti #a?w '^S'
^ ,

'

''•

^'
H,J .t^f!<’'''S

tti Jif'lU'^--^ - fi i,- -.,•
, ,

hni. «wU ««i «t ,*>rtirfS Min •’!* <«»<.»»!»» frw4
. , . , . ., ...

,OTf Vjt*«M .ucO wwiftf .biOlt i/n’t’ :t‘'''>®
•‘;* «*

?’f“
•/xi; ni’y-i--lj'iJ^^f! V.n.jfj O-Jifj ,>a;f

iiri iti 'i.Ji.w-rr « ani rtH mu M rf«J- ,*«tt«fl»W lo

,»t •I.v/.,a -.H- .rtoinlK-n »M 'sS'"«Wm'« '{a-t »*“ ,*«w »H ^^.h«<id
,

fviflin«n<v» ^iii fhUhi ni ^Ulmt 4' -ton m««t a ,f«i

bin vfjjJriljH a tnmnjw viH
8«W

Wun nrf^ n^ulfr o ,M>] I
^

(Vi in-*;x fi-:»iU i.H'iJJ . /.JdL-iy*
«.l

-i^y/u w^hi&^'U[ ifojii simyi

-riffi->b *»d» !o lnT-*yfm wl.
’»«» ’>>'^'-1 •-* HoJoH jW yff

.UU
\

'• Iiir nn-u-a oH ,wi:t(.«{
.-/ilf^l- Hi

.•(••4 (t;ai(«»v.-;..“t« r^aiiihr? ,«tyi isi. .,rtM «w«4 w*

ui5v-W( ijim n^i' ,v wiid^x'a.
e^a.J -mS^

t-^^r 7j;:/:’'«i ,/«!/.'
f4t slodJ

:#7f'i

iiX’ij'i til'ftVvH •.MJ'I ’»f»V.W5» WV'» '.«*.». .-v.-.-* •>'*•:' • " "' -;-" ”
:
^

.

'‘"'X.*' s -rr

'

nhi(»/i (t* .*>->-1
.
V’I)M!'txi‘/l Itl 'jM -.xiii'.IttiftrtA lua:t

n,„-..l. .,.--.i.li.f.' !K.-,rtl ^-m -yu f,» >.fi«i« ,,ny
''

.:i'
. ,'Xfvlfl-.> Vr,;

ittim-M "iSl t" a«rtf«auWfe%liraBa-ti(. a .«I}I4'' l!»irt' .« ;i5'^%VwAp

<x'na«'ii!ii iteiis«i3 hm rfjn* T:o'»jJra«> s);>artnwin(W>>-rt

i « ^-Wn ft -AbM Bi »«'*'»«»,»»

l«o*>ft !rta«S't IxiB ««J fe<4t'* »4'':.;!«# f*'
"'•’If

Mr»Y«rtl iiW *sH j ,’i,''Jl<D']n0 i*|' /fll &H4

V.:

H'-l
tt> \J

';

'16 ^' S?i
-

^



PERSONAL MEMOIRS—JEFFERSON COUNTY. 263

I

by Ca2it. E. !M. Law, and was ordered to Pensacola, Fla., returning

February 22. of the same year, and was a
2>i)ointed to the First regduient

of regular artillery, as .sefond lieutenant, and was made first lieutenant in

1862. In July, 1S04, he was made cajitain. During his military career,

he served as a staff officer with Gens. Page. Higgiiis, INIaury and

Gardner. He served in the sieges of Port Powell and Fort IMorgan, and

the battles around Mobile and Pensacola. Fla. He was ca|-tured at Port

Morgan, and was in 2)rison at Fort Warren, Boston. The war o\ er, he

returned to Tuskegee, and was admitted to the bar. He formed a ^lartner-

ship with the late Judge Dtivid Clopton, wliich lasted until l>6'.t. In 1>'70

he removed to Montgomery, and formed a iiartnershiji with D. T. Blakey,

Esc|. In 1876 he was elected solicitor of the second judicial circuit,

serving until 1(886. and in 1867 he began his 'present
2
)ros])erous career

in Birmingham. He served a term in the legislature from Macon county,

Ala., in 1866-7, and was nominated for the legislature from Jefferson

county in 1892. He was married, in 1871, to Laura Burr, daughter of

Rev. William Burr, of Franklin. Tenn. They had six children, of whom Burr,

William Hill, Laura and Frederika Ferguson are now living. The father

of Mr. Ferguson was Frederick G. Ferguson, of S^iartanburg district,

S. C., who removed to Alabama when a child. He was an active }^Ietho-

dist minister for thirty-five years, and died in 1(863. He married Lucinda
Hale, who bore him eleven children, of whom five died unmarried. The
mother of Col. Ferguson lives in his family. Her ancestors are from

England, and came first to Virginia and to Alabama, in 18!)3, and his

father's ancestors were in South Carolina before the Revolutionary war,

coming originally from Dumbarton. Scotland.

David J. Fox was born in Canada, August 27), 187)7. He went with

his jiarents to Tennessee, locating in Knoxville, where he attended school

until the age of seventeen years, when he went into a rolling mill in

Knoxville, and worked until 1879. lii that year he went to Louisiana and

S2)ent one year at Kew Iberia, then going' to Clifton Forest, "West Va.,

and in 1880, removed to Biriningliam and worked in a rollin.g mill until

1883, was euga,ged in the strike, and in the same year entered tlie L. & N.

railroad shops for two years, tlien clerked for his father, John Fox, in

the grocery business in Birminghain, until his father's death, in l88s,

since that time his brother and he have carried on their father's business.

In 1890 he was elected an alderman in Birmingham, and was chairman of

the railroad committee, besides being a member of the judiciary, gas and
gas works committees, and was nominated for mayor of the city in 1892.

and elected. iMr. Fox belongs to the Masonic fraternity, being a royal

arch Mason, a K. T.. K. P., and a member of tin' I. O. (). F.. and of the

Presbyterian church. He married, iMa.y 17, I8s3, Lulu Risinger, daugliter

of William Risinger, deceased, of Birmingham. Mr. Fox's parents. John
Pox and Ann (Smith) Fox. were natives of England. Tlu'y had live '

children; John G., of Birmingham,: Adc'laidt.' E., wife of James E.
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McJioynolds ; David J. : Anna, wife of Jani'-s K. Srnitli; \ViHiani T., of

Birmin^liani. Tlie mother of ^Ir. Fox died \vhen he was a child, and his

father marided attain. Tlie widow of the latter still survives.

Col. James J. Garrett, a leading lawyer of Birndngham, Ala., was
born in Edgecomb county. In. C.. March 14. 1837. and was educated at the

university of Alabama, hi.s fai’enis having- moved to Alabama in 1><38,

living mo.st of tlie time in Greene countv. Immediately upon liis gradua-

tion, in 1876. Col. Garrett commenced the study of law in the ottice of

J. D. 'VYebb, at Greenrboro. and, after a full conr>>e of study, was admitted

to the bar in July. lo77. He tiracticed at Livingston for two and a half

years, and in 1>;'30 he went to Somerii-'-ld, where he. was connected with

the Centenary Male college, as a tea^-'her. for a year and a half. In May,

1862, he enlisted in comiiany G. Forty-fourth regiment, as a private.

Here he served fourteen months, and was assigned to duty in the ordnance

department of Longstreefs corps, and j-cst ]ireceding the surrender of

Lee, he was promoted to a iieuleuancj’ of ordnance. He was in the

following engagements: all the battles of the army of northern Virginia

(except second IManassas. Sbarpsburg, and Chancellorsville). Chicka-

mauga, Chattanooga. Lookout Valley, Knoxville, and the winter campaign
in east Tennessee. At the cios^ of the war. he took u]i )iis practice in

Greensboro, remaining there till 1850, and, in 1S''2. went to Birmingham,
where he is now practicing. He was. during his residence in Greensboro,

twice mayor of the city. He was married in l'^7.7 to Celia L. lYalton, a

daughter of John W. dYalton. of Greensboro. Col. Garrett's father was
Harry Walton Garrett, an extensive farmer of Edgecomb county, N. C.

,

who came to Alabama in 1838. He died in 1876. aged seventy-two years.

His wife was Sarali Sasnette, also of Edgecomb county. They were the

parents of sei'cn children, who grew to maturity. Five of them are

living, as follows; Eliza A.. widoAv of Wiiaam Johnston, of Carrollton,

Miss.; Bcttie. wih» of S. S. Latimer, of Greensboro, Ala.: Janu's .J.,

Jesse L., of .Siu-ingvillo. Ala., and William C. Garrett, of Birmingham,
Ala. The motlier of C'ol. Garrett died in L^7.'i. The colonel is a consist-

ent member of the Islethodist E}hscopal church, soutli.

Dr. John Sharp Gilt.espy, one of the representative .young physi-

cians of Birmingham. wa.> born in .Teirerson county. Ala. . Xoveinl;/er 17. H.'i'.i.

and was educated in the uniA'ersit.v of Alabama. t:dcing tlie medical

course at (Miami Medical college, graduating in 1^''-1. After graduation,

he located in .Jefferson county. Ala., where he practiced until the fall of

1886, exce[d, one year :it Scottsboro. Ala. In autumn of ]sA(k Ju? ivent to

Birmingham, where* he still ])ractices. He belongs to the State (Medical

association, and the .Jetferson county Medical society. He is also a

Kniglit of Pythias, and a member of the (Methodist Episcopal church,

south. He was m irriod in October. to (Miry Ovven, daughter of

Thomas H. Owen, of Jeffersoii county. Ala. The\' have four children;

Thomas O., (M:iry E., Sadie and .James M. His fathe." was .John S. Gil-
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lespy. who was an extensive fanner of Blount county, Tenn. He died

in August, ISut). and his wife in Her maiden name was Martha S.

McAdory, a native of Jetferson county. Tliey had two hildren : James M.

and Dr. John S. Gillespy.

James Alfred Going was born in Pickens county, Ala., January 8,

1842. He went to the common schools of that place up to the age of

seventeen years and entered the university of Alabama, where he

remained until March. lilG. In this year he went into the Confederate

army in the Lanier Guards, commanded Iw T. C. Lanier, afterwards

known as company D, Forty-second Alabama regiment. Mr. Going tilled

various positions while in the militar\^ service, during the siege of Vicks-

burg, being connected with the signal corps. He was wounded at the

battle of Corinth. He surrendered with Gen. Johnston at the close of the

war, in Tennessee. He took part in the following battles; second batr

tie of Corinth, where he was wounded; siege of Vicksburg, Kocky Face
Mountain, IMissionary Ridge, Resaca, Round Mountain and the battles

around Atlanta. He was ordered up through South Carolina after

Sherman. His last fight was at Benton, X. C., in >1865. He was
married in October. 1^05, to IMiss Myrtis Billups, of Pickens county,

Ala., and to them were born three children: William Rufus, Henry S.,

bookkeeper for his father, and Richard B. Going. In l''S76 his first wife

died, and his second wife was Ella Gaines Parker, daughter of Socrates

Parker, of Livingston, Ala. By this lady he has one daughter, Eliza-

beth Pryor Going. He farmed from 1366 to 1871. in which lattei' year

he moved to Birmingham. Ala., and engaged in the mercantile business,

until 1870, when he took up the real estate and insurance business,

which he now conducts. He has served three terms as alderman of the

city, and is a member and past chancellor of Dirigo lodge, K. P..as he is

also of the Presljyterian church, of which he is now an elder and one of

its oldest membei’S. He is a director of the Berney National bank and
People’s Savings bank, of which he was vice-president; a director in the

West End Land company, and president of the Birmingham Ice Factory
Company. His fath.er was Eli T. Going, of South Carolina, but came to

Alabama at an early age, and resided here up to tlie time of his death, in

HOi'K at the age of sc'venty-foiir years. His wife was Jane Somerville, of

South Carolina. They had seven children, five of whom are living.

They. are .lames A., William S.. .Job, Eli L. and .John .S.

Baylis Earle Grace.—The following is extracted from an article

prepared by D. B. Grace, Esq., of the Birmingham Evening Chronicle,

for the hist()ry of .Jetfer.^on county. Ala., and published by Tce]de &
Smith in "The early days of this century brouglit forth men of

hardy frames, indomitable energy, and undying patrioiism. On the 12th

of November. ls()s_ Baylis Earle Grace was born in Greenville district,

S. C. His middle name was t)estowed up()n him by his parents in honor
of Gen. .J. B. Earhu many of whose descendants now live in .Jefferson
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county. When an infant the parents of Mr. Grace moved to Jackson

county, Tenn., and when he was twelve years of age they removed to

Jefferson county, Ala., and settled near Jonesboro. He has resided in

this county ever since. Mr. Grace entered Alabama at the time it was
admitted to the union, anti has seen it arise from a wilderness to one of

the pi’oudost and richest of the galaxy of southern states. But few men
are vouchsafed 'such a ])rivilege by an indulgent Providence. In those

early days educational advantages were limited, and Air. Grace attended

school but one year, near the spot where Woodward's furnace now stands,

under the tuition of Thomas Carroll. The school house was a log cabin

without any floor. Among his schoolmates were' several pupils who
afterward rose to distinction, such as John AY. Henley, the father of Dr.

A. T. Henley, and AATlliam King, both of whom became distinguished

lawyers, Drayton Nabers. the father of Dr. F. D. Xabers. also two
daughters of Isham Harrison. Eliza and Laura; the tirst named became
the wife of Dr. B. AA". Earle, and Laura married the late AA^illiam H. .lack,

an eminent lawyer of Texas. Air. Grace was left an orphan at an early

age, and being the only child of a widowed mother, her support fell upon
his shoulders. But he descended from a line of Revolutionary ancestors,

and the indomitable spirit 'burned in his breast that his forefathers dis-

played in their struggles for indet^endence. His grandfather, .loseph

Grace, surrendered his life for his country in the battle of Eutaw
Springs. His grandmother. Airs. Catherine Elizabeth Grace, set tire to

her own house rather than allow it to shelter the enemy. Her Spartan

courage was mentioned highly by Airs. Elliott la her work. AAMmen of

the Revolution.' It was this same hardy courage that fired Thomas
Grace with the pioneer spirit of Daniel Boone, and inipelled him to carve

out a home in tlie virgin wilds of Kentucky, and inspired Elihu C. Grace
to offer five sons to the southern Confederacy, and has won success in

the battle of life for Rev. AA'. C. Grace, of Tennessee. Col. Preston Grace,

of Arkansas, and other descendants. It was this high sense of justice

and right that lias ])revented the name from ever 'being stained by crime.

The efforts of Air. Grace in making his way in the world were successful,

and in 1^27 he was taken into the circuit clerk's office at EljTon by
Harrison AAA Goyne. as his assistant, and transacted imist of the Inisiness.

At the end of the term he was elected to this otfi(;e by a vote of the

lieople over Hugh AI. Caruthers. a very popular man, and wits readected

in and Ibl-fit, but before the expiration of his last term he resigned

and moved to the country at the place known as Grace's gap, where the

L. A X. road cuts thnnigh Red mountain. During his term of office Air.

Grace ke])t the neatest set of books ever known in tin' county, and they
are now in the archives of the county' in the court house in Birmingham.
In ls4 1 Air. Grace was (dected shei-iff of Jefferson county, but as the

sheriff’ can only serve one term he was not a candidate for re-tdecd ion.

A\ hen the law was passed requiring tin' lands to be assessed liy sectional
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divisions iie was appointed by Judge Forrest to ujakc tlie first assess-

ment, which dvdy he performed to the sa.tisfactiou of all concerned. In

1859 he was appointed general administrator and g uardian for the county,

and held the office until IS'33. In his public trusts, as well as private

duties, he was the same honest, earnest, faithful ma.n. J he people

delighted to honor his sterling (paaJitles of head and heart. He never

had an enemy. His modesty has often held him back from ]>laces of

preferment. He is a gentle man. In early manuoofl IMr. Grace wedded

Miss Jane INIitchell, a I’elative of Gov. Lawrence Mltenell. of Florida, and

Mrs. B. P.” Worthington, of Birniingham. His second wife was Miss

Ann Eliza Cantley, daughter of Hon. John Ca-ntley, a member of the leg

islature from Jefferson county. His first wife bore him three sons. The

eldest, Rev. F. M. Grace. D. D., is now president of the Mansfield (La.)

Female college; the second son was accideirtally killed while at college

in Athens, Ga., and the third. Bay] is E. Grace, Jr., is a leading

lawyer of Birmingham. A grandson is part }iroprietor and manager of

the Birniingham Daily Chronicle, fvlr. Grace has. by hard study, made

considerable literary attainments, and his articles to the press have been

widely read and admired. He was one of the first newspaper men of the

county, and edited the Central Alabamian, the successor of the Jones

Valley Times, the first paper published in the county, a file of which is

preserved by the Tennessee Historical society. A vein of poetry runs

through his nature, and he has often successfully invoked the muse. He
is also a musician, and has delighted his friends with selections on the

flute In years past he was often the winner of the beef at shooting

matches, then so frequent. His rille is a very fine one, the gift of an

admiring stock drover from Tennessee, who stopped over night on his

way south. It was the custom at these matches to divide the beef into

five quarters, the fore and hind quarters, and tlie hide and tallow made

the fifth. Mr. Grace tvas the first ]')erson to attach any impoidance to the

Red mountain as a mineral deposit. He had the first iron made that was

ever made from tlie ore of that mountain, by sending a two-horse Avagon

load to the puddling furnace of Newton ymith, of Bibb county, who had it

smelted and hammered into bars, and it Avas pronounced by the black-

smiths equal to Swede iron. He afterward made the first sale of iron

ore foi' manufacturing purposes. The sale was made to Col .John T> Mil-

ner for the use of the Oxnioor company, and from this land they now
draw' their principal sup]ily of ore. He first recognized the abilities of

Maj. Thomas Peters, who came to .Jetferson county pi'OS])ecting aftei the

war, and he took the major to his home and encouraged liim in develop-

ing those grand ideas whicli. now in tlie full fruition of realization, have

challenged tlie wonder and admiration of the civilized world. For some

years Mr. Giaice lias been the agent of the Thomas Iron company, oG
Pennsylvania, and all of their magnificent iron and coal lauds, which

they arc now' diweloping by building furnaces and founding a town near
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Ba'miu<^luiin, woro |nu'chasecl by liiiii. It was through his, faith in the

possiliilities of this mineral district and his representations of its

nnecpialed advantag-es that these Pennsylvania iron kings were induced

to invest here. Tlu'ir investment attracted the attention of othes ca}utal-

ists, and the im})Otus was given to iron making that has carried the Birm-

ingham district to the first place in the new Wvudd. Mr. Grace now
resides one mile from Birmingham, and surrounded by home comforts

and the amenities ot^an extended social circle lur enjoys life with a zest

equaled by few. He is a living example of the healthfulness of .Jones

valley, and his pure and liouest life has preserved liim to a green old

age. He is a firm believer in the great future of this country. He has

seen the land for which he gave a few dollars an acre increase in value

to 810,000 an acre. It is his daily custom to ride into the city on busi-

ness, and he meets hundreds of his friends, who are glad to grasp his

hand and look in the eyes of an honest man— 'the noblest work of God.’

Of all the men that crowd the busy mai’ts of trade, there are none whose
memories reach farther back into the annals of the history of .Jeti'er-son

county. He is a link that binds the past to the present. •Birmingham
Illustrated' says; “Mr. Grace is one of the most illustrious characters of

the valley planter. Venerable in memories of the past, he is yet active

in the new era. The victim of a , revolution, he is one of the fortunate

beneficiaries of the restored pros])erity of Alabama in the new chan-

nels.
'

Judge Samuel Earle Greexe was liorn in .Jefferson county. Ala., on
February 19, 1^93. He is the son of Robert N. and Sarah'E. Greene, and
is the eldest of six children. He actended. when a boy, the schools at

Elyton, and afterward received a collegiate education at the Washington
and Lee university, Lexington. Va. He then taught four years in the

Elyton and Birmingham schools, during which time he read law as he
could si)a)'e the time from his school duties. He also studied law one
year in the office of Porter ek Martin. He began the practice of his tprofes-

sion at .Ta.s[ier, AValker county. Ala., in October. Is-'i i. After prt(Cticing

there for a little more than two years, he returned to Birmingham. In

August, he was elected a member of the Alabama legislature from
Jefferson county, and served one icuan. In February. H"7. he was
appointed by Gov. Thomas Smiy, judge of the criminal court, of .leffer-

son-county, to serve until his successor should tie elected in August, 1^88,

the next general election. At this election he had no opposition, and
was elected for a term of six years. On the 271 It day of February, l'^^t'9,

he was married to Rosa Aliller, daughter of .Judge G. K. IMillrr. of Tal-

ladega county. This union has been blessed l>y the iiirth of two children,

Robert Knox and Sarah Ellen. .Judge Greene is a member of the Ejus-

.copal church, the Knights of Pythias, and the Delta Kappa E[»silon

fraternity.



'.amaba^'a. fOv
'>

.' ">„ ' ' '*•
' rf'

' ''5'

'

'

i ... V. tvr

«»til rti d.prfoirtt,;,

'^?r l/'t -«i:n»l’'-.iJ?W‘*ifi'-*t 'iiii ,,.
, ,

I>-.,'>i>i'Hii «^4fii>I mri'i :'-'f

•

lf,t''.i«9 'iQ'w'oi^u.'^MJ*

-m-iJH 0((i- H{rtr.*» 8fl<f j.Jll MWf «.4 iiidfwfiJti »rtl feite'

rft,a <i'juiij .ill Mty.>*f •nm
.

-nr ^

l..n> >.<!<».'•* ‘*W..ui *7,tf ; .kw«
9f]W' «5<IO ™

)| dliw-'OtJl ?;.ML/f> •,^<j ^>ly'il?,t
*!6imo'»tijii w4J- I»ff* 4^'""

^.‘ii v«.|4.0.IW»v»jl -''tM !fep r, '(i Mi' .

/.to t)'. )Tj ij oi Mill. 'fym rt^mi tifV'U/i /{MlMr ;
»

^,.,1 .,H V,'«'^:Ti'O0 H>'iH 1»> '»'‘-7n4‘-«(i ®Il •»««

9uU(t /li
liR&a

• Mfid i,t^> v,,ii'‘ ‘•iii'.t ot.tri ?^bh oi }v..to,lt;M?) «!id «*/».
oj

p.|>i Oirtjirrv nf y'U's ody? ;•

{,„; ) j'.fo-f/- j^-*hlon .-»dt’ •«»» «;t-5lji*0l f«W*6ft«ll. •

;'

‘'ifi
tmm orft lU IQ 5|3

fi. V« a./:)

ul»!fi'Mflh'rfMO-- .-J'ft'vo'ul otiy <3i*' •»t».fllWCj M»1t jfi'ffl .U '«|'..iH,

.•rof:.4r»idtr.kUoj'f}«i.dii l^miT m M m<:>

'i/tKrt'iov fit ‘>'i j'-.nq '^dr to err _v.9ll»T «4J

0,/Ht!HfJcd'od! 1m 0/10 Kf:’ vd iii' S.;

(tfirfo y-'io Off./ ni Jiwr.d«-.1A Jo ‘-H'f;( Jo »^>hi?itii1oddd

„,
,„ ”’4ijfW ..

•to ..^l/tt ,7 iittJO'' tvi isfod t'^ 5y:iH.A,5I sfifXiJtir

^

j,y(ii .011001O .3' fiiiw M t'j''‘ti|<';i^4v jwo« cf«t+ Jfif' i'ififn4»€ •

iVeioo.t-:i^ 9 t/r tvwl n trojlv/ dyilvh«iuv -.no-iW>tC*.> th. aril eJ

jioJvaiWrrtl/ '••dr /-ri tfuH'i«-.>ui>» ^->f .» W/oVrffia b*«!'<rTn|>-t«.

Oil} "rtf t(M>: ]ji-itia:.1 aoit) 4li'
©<.U>ac

^

0,1 if-//jji 'Ijho'i Mil •titfi! d'>lii'-)<)r' At^Oi'hP< n-iJl’tlA
^

. .ffti b<,ihin^. o>.ir, Al .fn^tdr Mm- mmf
W»'.o‘Kl «{'{ 'to •iv;t'3,(ii>( <:>i?t ,

(,r#S[?jt'Mt;;'.kH,
oAt at tUOii

.

p.pi .ir..:-oj .‘‘"•'•"f 7-.f/iorv<') ‘f(|r. .^-jratun 'mnr.V/

i([ .u;;’,oMi(lM( u5l oi 'oomo/tvf iv// t it4:.!if «fua ofjJil .fi toj e>'«.«>£feJ,^,,

mo^iJ •.ill to 'tUUmlp *>nw^ '^kwgttA

. -ruivido^ iji 'M.K* |j..7''l>:.‘^.

lijsri /!•! iv ->11/ %r fe-fttrK»irr i7<vf>

:.*•. iii od 'I'iiww oJ *7.r«.«f07*ito»

i>fj« 'ijofr.-H/.fOM Off JW JA tei»nm' l»»o w!l.

,t-Mr rrwo'xo 'n '!..’ «i!f-.' fir^i ' .a’/rr'f.

di'iT i.» .•o.dil4 ./I .6
‘•'^'

,orn^dl^t.rw7 lo'drrtd
^

•kImIH' "*rf.V' to 'e^tJen^lO » ai '®**’*^\*;*^^ v

i:^':

;:i

-It.,



PERSONAL MEMOIRS—JEFFERSON COUNTY. 269

R. H. Hagooo, a reprosentalive real e.statc dealer of Birmingham, is

a son of Jelferson county. He was born in Trussville, October 7,

and was educated at the eommon schools of the county. His boyho(jd

days Avere spent princii>ally on his father's farm, but at an early age he

embarked in tlie mercantile Inisiness on his own account, at Hagood's

Cross Roads in Jefferson county. He conducted tliis business until the

AA'ar brok'e out. when he entered company C, Nineteenth Alabama regi-

ment as a first lieutenant, serving with distinction until the close of the

war. He served in the western army, and was in the following engage-

ments; Shiloh. Perry ville. klurfreesboor, and the engagements around

Atlanta, where he was captured and held fourteen months a prisoner at

Johnson's Island. He was also in a number of minor engagements. He
was wounded at the battle of klurfreesboro and at Resaca, Ga. When
the war was over, he returned to Jefferson county and again engaged in

farming until l>74r, Avhen he was elected sheriff of the county, and served

three years. Iii li'^84 he Avent into the real estate business, which,

together Avith his farming interests, he still conducts.. He Avas married

in Aiiril, 1^66. to America Walker, daughter of Alfred Walker, of Elyton,

Jefferson county. Ala. They huA’e seven liA'ing children, as folloAvs;

Robert W. Hagood. of Birmingham, Ala. ; Corrilla, AA'ife of Wh M.

Bethea, of Birmingham; klargaret Hagood. Laura Hagood. Lucy Hagood.
Helen Hagood and Rufus H. Hagood. Mr. Hagood is a member of the

Masonic fraternity, and of the Methodist Ejiiscopal church, south. His

father was Robert J. Hagood, a native of Pickens district, S. C., AA’here

he Avas born in 1811, and came to Alaliama Avith Ids parents Avhen about

nine years old, locating in Jetferson county, Avhere he died in 1800. He
Avas a farmer and merchant, and his Avife Avas NanOy M. Hale, a native

of Kentucky. Tlu-y had eight children, the folloAving five of Avhom are

living; R. H. Hagood. Lucinda, Avife of Elias A. Glenn, of Texas;

Thomas Z. Hagood, of Warrior. Ala. ; Menila I., Avife of Dr. J. IM. Bevins

of W'arrior. Ala., and Robert C. Hagood. of Birmingham. The mother
of kJr. Hagood died in 1>7.'.

GeoIvOE Wh Harris, at present engaged in the painting and paper
hanging business in tlie city of Birmingham. Avas born in KnoxA'ille,

Tenn., in December. H.'l, iho son of a Avell-knoAvn contractor of that city.

At the age of fifteen years, after passing through common schools, he

left his studies and Avas apprenticed to the busine.ss, at Avhich he is mak-
ing such marked success. W’hen he had finished fhe trade, he himself

became a contracting tiainter in KnoxA'ille, and folloAved it there one

year. He Avent to Birmingham in December. 1''71, a.nd Avas ajipointed

foreman in the paint sho])s of the L. Lk N. railroad, remaining in the

employment of this company three years. In the year IssJ. he began the

splendid business Avhich he noAv carries on in Birmingham. Since that

time he has built a business house, in Avhich he does his prosperous and
increasing business. In L^7 he Avas elected a <lii'('ctor in tlu' Jefferson
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county Savinjrs bunk. He avus niarried in to Ella, daughter of John
and Charlotte Evans, of Ea Gram>'e, Ga. They have four children, Hol-

lon, Fay, Roscoe and Glen.

Samuel H. Harris, painter and paper haiif^er, of Birminghani, was
born at Gunte'r's T„anding, iMadison county, xVla., August TseO. From
that place he removed with his parents to Knoxville, Tenn., when quite

young. At this latter place he Avent to s(diool. and liA'ed there until

when' he Avent to Chattanooga and remained thereuntil 1“71. in Avhich

year he settled in P.irmingham, and Avent to Avork at his trade, that of a

painter and paper hanger. Since that time he has handled the business

AA’ith increasing success. In 18S6 he consolidated his house Avith that of

his brother, George "VV., Avho Avas also a painter, and at present their

business is the first in the city, in of quality and material and

excellence of workmanship. After one year, the firm dissolved and Jlr.

Harris noAV conducts the business alone, and has frequently as many as

fifty men in his ernjdoy at one time. He has held all the chairs in the

Knights of Pythias and the Red Men, and behmgs to the Encampment
and I. O. O. F. He is also a member of the First klethodist Episcopal

church. In 1875, he Avas married to Virginia Moore, daughter of John
Moore, of Virginia. Four children have blessed this marriage: Roberta,

Frankie T.. HoAvard and S. Houston, the two latter being tAvins.

Warrp:x Harris, one of the old pioneers of Alabama. Avas born in

Georgia in is()4, a son of Jesse and Xancy (Sausom) Harris. The father

Avas a soldier in the Creek Avar and the Avar of 1812. He Avas a son of

George and Martha (Autry) Harris, the former a native of South Caro-

lina. Mrs. Xancy Harris Avas a daughter of Richard Sausom. Warren
Harris Avas reared in Georgia until 1>^28, Avheii he came to Alabama with

his parents and settled on Terrapin creek, in Avh'it is noAv Calhoun

county, among the Indians, and tjecame a great friend to them; they

were his best friends and Avould do anything that he might ask of them.

He Avas a groat help to the government Avhen the time came to remoA'e

the Indians. He attended school in tin' old pioneer log school house.

Avhich like his own house had a dirt lloor. In 1828 . he married Mary
Statuni, daughter of Pleasant and Mary t Terry) Statum. This union

Avas fruitful in the birth of nine children, six of Avhom are still living, as

folloAVs; Xancy, klatilda. Mary. Austin. Jerome and Y. C. : those dead

are Eouisa, Jesse, Avho Avas killed at the second battle of iManassas, and
Frank E. The mother Avas born in Georgia and Avas a consistent mem-
ber of the iSIethotlist E[)iscoi'.al church. The old pioneer has served as

commissioner of Calhoun county fiA'e years: he also belonged to a home
guard company during the Avar. He is one of the oldest citizens of

Calhoun county, and Avell respected by all.

L. C. II.VRRrsox. the etficieut general manager of the P('arson Coal and
Iron Railroad com]>any. of Warrior. Avas born in Eufaula. Hartiour county.

Ala., in 1849. He Avas edueatetl at Summerfitdd, Dallas county. Ala., at a high

I
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school taught by D. B. C. Connelly. From the lime lie left school in 1^02,

nearly all his time was devoted to Ip.rming in Dallas county and two years

in Washington county, Ala., in which latter v.lace he was washed out by
a terrible overllow of the Mississippi river. While lie fanned he carried

on the business extensively. eniplo3ung at one tiuiM men and culti-

vating about l.lOL) acres of land. In IbrH he entered the emplov' of the

Alabama Central Railroad company, as conductor, and Avorked for that

compan}' about ten years. In 1^71. he went to Selma and engaged in the

mercantile business, which he conducted until lyo7. '.vhen he removed to

W arrior to accept the ]iosition he now holds as the general manager of

the Pearson Coal and Iron Railroad company. He is also a director, and
general manager of the Red Mountain Mining compan^c owning large

interests in coal lands in Payette and Walker counties, Ala., beside

running two large saw" mills at Warrior. i\Ir. Harrison is a democrat^ and
takes a great interest in the ]iolitics of his parW. He was married, in

187y, to Miss Pa^’A daughter of Rev. Dr. Collins, deceased, of Dallas

county, and the happv" union has been blessed w^ith six children, of whom
four are living— Allen Barksdale, Iva Corinne. Cammilla E. and Pearl

Castle. Mr. Harrison is the son of L. C. Harrison, of Rockingham county,

Va.
,
who came to Alabama about 1830. His wife was Sarah J. Cook, a

native of South Carolina. The\’ had eight children, the live following of

whom are living: William H., of Montgomeiy; Maiy C., w’ife of William
Ellersou, of Talbot count\'. Ga. ; Virginia H., wife of Dr. I. W. Vaughan,
of Hot Springs. Ark.; L. C. of Warrior, Ala.: Sallie C., w’ife of R. H.

Pearson, of Birmingham. The father of these children died in 1865, and
his wnfe still lives.

James Buteer Head was born in Greene count}', Ala., December 1(3,

1846, and was eciucated primariU" in the common schools of that count v.

At the age of seventeen ,years, in 1864, Mr. Head entered the Confederate

service in compan,v A. Sixteenth Confederate cavaliw. Col. AYilliam Armi-
stead. He served as a private in this organization till the close of the war,

when he engaged in agriculture for two \'cars. and, in l'^G7, he entered

as de})uty, the office of clerk of the circuit court of Greene count}’. He
successfully tilled various clerical iiositions in the several court offices

of the county, and in 1''71 was appointed clerk of the circuit court, which
position he filled until l^If. In the meantime, 2vlr. Head liad assiduously

pursued his legal studies, and in 1^74 he w'as admitted to the bar in

Eutaw, Ala., where he resided from 1867 to .lanuary. I'sS'^, when he came
to Birmingliam and practiced one year w’ith W. C. Ward, and was
appointed, by Gov. Seay, juilge of the tenth judicial circuit (Birmingliarn

circuit), the term having expired in November. In June. 1862. he was
nominated by the democratic state convention as one of the judges of the

supreme court of the state, and w’as elected at the August election follow"-

ing. After his election as justice of the supreme court, he removi'd with

his family to Montgomery, wliere he now resides. Judge Head is, and
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has been, for many years, a consistent member of the Ei.'iscojKi] clnu’ch,

is a Mason, a K. of P. and a member o£ the A. O. U. A’. He was married

July 9, 1S74, to Virginia Pierce, daughter of tlie late Judge 'William F.

Pierce, of Eutaw. Ala. Judge Head is the son of 'Ahlliam C. Head,

formerly a farmer of Alabama, and the maiden u:ime of Ids moUier was

Cynthia.

John T. Hefi.ix (deceased), in his life-time of the leading and repi-e-

sentative men of the Birmingham bar, was a native of Walton county. Ga.

He was born in that state, August 18. th(* son of Wyatt and Sarah S.

Hetlin, the former of North Carolina, and the latter (d’ Georgia. On the

paternal side, Mr. Heflin was of distinguished Scotch and English descent,

his ancestors coming to America with liOrd Granville prior to the Revo-

lution, and on the maternal side he v as of French Huguenot extraction.

The father died in I'^GO, and the mother in ISd'O .John T. Hetlin was the ’

third in a family of eight. He receiv.':'cl an academic education in Geor-

gia, and studied law in Chambers county, Ala., in the ottice of Steiner &
Phillips, and was * admitted to practice in l f41, liaving a professional

career of nearly’ fifty’ years. He was a member of the state senate during

the session of 18.M-lb In 1857 he moved to Jacksonville, and was asso-

ciated with William H. Forney’, a member of congress for three y’ears.

In ISGO, he was elected a circuit judge, and remained on the bench until

1865. In 1875, he was a member of the state constitutional convention

for the imri)Ose of forming a new constitution. In April, 1882. he settled

.in Birmingham, becoming the senior member of the law' firm of Hetlin,

Bowdon & Knox. IMr. Hetlin, all his life, was singularly devoted to. and
in love with, his profession, and has ac-hieved some magnificent triumphs

in forensic advocacy. lu 188(\ he was a candidate for judge of the

supreme court, and received a flattering vote. He was a bourbon demo-

crat, of the old school. He W’as married in 1862 to Mrs. Bowdon. of

Talladega, w’hoso maiden name was Sarah E. Chilton, a native of Ken-

tucky’. She died June 1, i>57 s. Mr. Heflin w’a.-. a member of the Masonic

fraternity’.

H.vkrix’GTON P. Hefian. one of the younger members of the Birming-

ham bar, wms born at Louina, Randolph countv, Ala., February’ 26, ls62.

In his early’ youtli, Mr. Hetlin attended the hig’fi school at Roanoke. Ala.,

w’ith the view of laying the foundation of a thorough professional education,

and having finished there, entered Vanderbilt university’ in 1'^''0. where he

took the full collegiate course of law. He afterward read law with the late

Judge .John T. Heflin, and was admitted to tlie Birmingham bar in May’,

1H'<7. Ho practiced alone with marked success for two years, and in

January, l.'’^>9, he formed a partnersliip witli Col. W. D. Bulg(>r. whicli

continued until 1892. Mr. Heflin is a y’oung man. of strong points as a

lawy’or and advocate, and gives ]n‘omise of much success in Ids chosen

profession. He is a member of tlie Chi Plii college fratcuaiity’. is unmar-
ried and is a democrat.
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Dr. Wyatt Heflin, onc' of the physicians of Binninyham, standing'

'vvell to the front in liis ]’irofession, was born in Randol]>h county, Ala.,

October 21, -Isno. His education was bpynn in the schf)ols of Randolph
and Chambers counties, and in Franklin, Ga., and then in Vanderbilt

university, Tenn., where he attended the literary department one year
and the medical department one 3'ear. He afterward attended .Tefferson

Medical colleg-e. and graduated in 1&S4. After leaving' college he practiced

two years with his father, l>r. William L. Hetlin. at Louina, Ala., and in

1886. moved to Wedowee. where he remained until September, 18ss, when
he went to Philadelphia and rmtered Jeil'er.son hospital for a course of

special preparation in the diseases of women. Leaving here, he located

in Birmingham, where he now enjoys a large and lucrative practice. He
is a member of the Jefferson county Medical society and the State Medical

association. He was health officer and member of the board of census.*

during his residence in Randolph, and is one of the surgeons in charge

of the hositital of United Charities at Birmingham. His father, W. L.

Hetlin, is a graduate of the university of Geoj-gia. and has practiced most

of his life at Randolph county. xVla., but at present is located in Roanoke.

Ala. His wife, the mother of Dr. Hetlin. Jr., ivas Lavisa Phillips, a

native of Alabama, and is. the mother of eleven children, of whom nine

are living, eight sons and one daughter. Dr. Wyatt Hetlin being the eldest

child. The mother died in 1"'83. Dr. Heflin affiliates with the Methodist

church.

W P. Hickman, formerly county commissioner of .Jefferson county,

comes from good old Virginia stock. His grandfather, William Pullen,

lived near Gen. AVashington. in Virginia, and was a Revolutionary soldier

under the father of his country. The father of AY. P. Hickman was a

native of Kentucky, who came to Alabama in 1^20. He died in Texas in

18,38. He was a farmer and a live-stock breeder, and lived in Jefferson

county during his residence in Alabama, where A\’. P. was brought up.

All the education he had was that obtained in the common schools of his

county. His early years were siient on the farm, and while he was a

youth he clerked for AA*. C. Eubank, a merchant of Elyton. and. for four

years after, was engaged in similar business at Moutevallo. Ala., and
still’ later, did luisiness as a merchant with his former employer. Mr.

Eubank, for ten years at Elyton. After the war ho farmed a couple of

years near Birmingham, wliere he still owns nearly 3,tio0 acres of min-

neral land. He also farmed at Trussville. from 18(is to 1876. In 1877

he was elected treasurer of the county, which office he held until 1883.

In 1^8s he was elected county commissioner for four years. Mr. Hick-

man is still engaged in agricultural i)ursuits. He was married in l^'u.') to

Mrs. E. S. Oden, a daughter of Andy Hamilton. Esq. The,y are the

parents of six children: Faniue J., Hewitt. Cunningham AA'., Clara E,,

18*
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Jennie Sears and .Tosse. He is a Mason, a member of the farmers' alli-

ance, and botii he and his wife are communicants of the Metliodist Epis

'copal church.

Dr. xV. T. Henley, a practicing ])hysician of Birmingham, was born
in Demopolis, Ala., November 21), 1S4^. and was a student at an early-

age of Prof. Hem-y Tutwiler, who taught a select school at Green Springs,

Ala. Upon leaving this school he kept books for Dorsej- & White, of

Demopolis, for one year; studied medicine with Dr. W. C. Ashe, then

went to the univei'sity of Virginia, and attended the medical de]iartrnent,

and afterward the university of the city of New York, where he grad-

uated in March, 18fiD. Upon completing his medical course he went to

Hale county, xVla., and practiced there, in all, twelve years. He settled

in Birmingham in isSl, where he has since enjoyed an enviable practice.

In March, he was appointed on the board of convict inspectors. He
belongs to the State IMedical association and the .Jefferson county Medi-

cal society. In 1^'72 he was wedded to Nannie Randolph Tayloe. daughter

of John W. Tayloe, of Hale countyg Ala. They have one child—John W.
Henley. The father of Dr. Henleyg was .John Woodson Henley, of Geor-

gia, who came with his parents to Alabama about ISIG, and settled in

Jefferson county. He was a lawyer of distinction and a member of the legis-

lature from Marengo county, xVla. He married Evelina T. Harwell, a native

of Clarke county. They had seven children, the following five of whom
are living; Alice, widow of George F. Glover, of Demopolis. Ala. ; Evie H.,

wife of W. C. Butler, of St. Louis, Mo.; Dr. A. T. Henley; Sadie H., wife

of Frank G. Lyon, of Demopolis. and Grace Alston Henley. Dr. Henley's

father died in 1854, and the mother still survives

Thomas H. Herndon was born in Aberdeen. Miss., October 7. 1853. He
attended the common schools of the state, and graduated in law at Cum-
berland university, at Lebanon, Tenn.. in After finishing his edu-

cation, he returned to A^erona, Aliss., whore he practiced about six months.

He also practiced awhile in Leesburg. Fla., but in 1^70 went into the

mercantile business. He remained in Florida eight years; went to AVest

Point, Aliss.. and remained about two years, being interested in the

manufacture of cotton seed oil. In 18s0, he was appointed clerk to the

committee on ttu'ritories. of the house of represent;\ti ves. and acted’ in

that capacity, during the session of congress, until Alarch 4. 1''^!. He
left Leesburg in IS''!, and came to Birmingham, and in July, of that year,

he and his brother eml)arketl in the hardware business, which business

he still coiiducts. He was married, in H''4. to Mattie C. Herndon, daughter

of Dr. S. 1). Ih'rndon. of Coluiniua. Ttuin. They had two childn'n,

John G. and Frank C. Herndon, the former now decamsed. Air. Hern-

don's father wuis Cotesworth Pinckney Herndon, born at Chapel .Hill,

N. C.. in 1812. The latter ])ortion of his life was devoted to agriculture.

He married Ah H. Turner, daughter of Dr. Robi'rt Turner, of AVinclu'ster,

Tenn.; tln^y luul nine children, as follow--: Edward C.. of Louisville. Ky.

;
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Lucian B., deceased; Mary Pdorenee, deceased wife of William C. Clark,

of Panola, Miss.; Ceorye P.. of Birmingham ; Bell L., wife of George ^I.

Hubbard, of Leesbury. Fla.; Thomas H.. .John G. and Pomfret L., of

Birmingham, and Irving- W.. of Birmin,e,-h:im. Phe father of Mr. Herndon
died in Issb. The ancestors of tlie Herndon family came over from
Eng’land, about one liundred years prior to the declaration of indepen-

dence, and settled in ^"irginia. Tradition says, they came from north of

Wales. His mother's ancestors were the Dales. Evans, Turners, etc.

originall}^ from England. They settled on the sea-shore of Maryland and

Virginia. Sir Thomas Dale, one of the first governors of Virginia, from
1609 to 1612, was sent over by the London company as governor, before

Virginia became a crown colony. He returned to England in 1611. The
London company also owned the escheated lands in Londonderry, Ireland,

and the English settled there in 1619, among them tiie Dales. From
near the city of Londonderry, the Dales were forced by religious perse-

cution, to go to America. They landed at Philadelphia, in 1698. intending

to return to England if they were not pleased with the country. Com-
modore Dale, a nephew of this first settler, as well as the commodore's
son, were both distinguished officers in the United States navy.

Goldsmith W. Hewitt, attorney-at-law. of Birmingham. Ala,, and
leading member of the law firm of Hewitt, Walker & Porter, was born in

Jefferson county, IMbruary 14, 1834. He is a son of James H. and Eleanor
Hewitt, early settlers of the state of Alabama. The father of .James H. Hew-
itt was a native of North Carolina, of Irish extraction, and .James H. Hewitt
was born in Tennessee. He was a man of industry, and high moral
character. He removed from Tennessee to .Jefferson county, Ala., before

the admission of the state into the Union, and while .Jefferson county wms
a part of Blount. Mrs. Eleanor Hewitt was a Tarrant, and was of Scotch
ancestry. The maternal father of Mr. Hewitt, was a minister in the

Methodist Episcopal church, and was one of the first ministers of that

church in Jefferson county. .James H. Hewitt and his wife reared a

family of seven children in .Jefferson county, four sons and three daugh
ters. Mrs. Hewitt died in ur>3, and Mr. Hewitt in ishs. They and their

families were members of the Methodist Episcopal church, south. Gold-
smith "W. Hewitt received his early education in .Jefferson county, and
began the study of the law in the office of .ludge W. S. Mudd at Elyton.
Afterward he entered the law school at Lebannon, Tenn. In 1'4")6 he was
licensed to practice law and became a member of the law firm of Ernest &
Earl. Later he fornu'd a partnershi]i with .John C. iSIorrow. In 1861. at

the outbreak of the war. he entei-ed the Confederate army as a jufivate

•TS<jldier in com]niny B, Tenth Alabama infantry, and served in that capac-
ity until August. Is6i’, wlien lie was promoted to tlie captaincy of com-
pany G. Twenty-eighth Alabama infantry. As a i)rivate soldier, he par-
ticipatf'd in tlie battle of Si'ven Ifiiu's, and the seven days' battles around
Kichmond, and as captain, he fought in the battles of Murfreesboro and
Chickamauga, being disabled by a wound on the second day’s battle on.
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the Chielvaiuauga. After tlif war he assumed the pr;ict‘u;e of the law.

In 1870 he was elected to the lower house of the legislature, and in 1872

he was elected to the state senate. While serving in this position

he was elected to the Federal bouse of representatives. He was a

meinV)er .of the forty-fourth congress, and was returned to the forty-

fifth, forty-seventh and forty-eighth cougr-^sses. He br-came at once a

working member, and was always well informed, a ready debater, courage-

ous and incorruptible. His first act was tlie iutroductlon .of “a bill to

secure an impartial administration of justice in the state of Alabama.
”

the object of the bill being the removal of political machinery from

influence in the courts. His second important bill was designed to put a

stoji to ])artisan assessment of officials in the departments of the Federal

civil service. Among other measures introduced by him. was a bill to

pension survivors of the Indian and Mexican wars, and one to repeal the

act forbidding the pensions to all, save those who had taken the Union
side in the war of 1801-07). He favored the rem<'nietization of silver; he
also supported the bills to prohibit the retirement of greenbacks, and to

prohibit banks of issue: to supi)ress polygamy in Utah; to improve, by
Federal aid, the rivers and harbors of Alabama; and to secure to bona
tide settlers the public domain of government. In the last days of his con-

gressional career he resisted the senate amendments to the bill to pen-

sion the suiwiving soldiers of the Mexican war. and he believes that his

resistance saved many millions of dollars to the government. He ojiposed

the Regan interstate commerce bill in all stages of its progress, and he
opposed the policy of the government in selling xVlaVjama mineral lands

to the highest bidder, klr. Hewitt is a revenue reformer from the stand-

point of the Chicago democratic iilatform of iS8I. He favors the con-

tinuation of the custom house system of taxation, with protection to xVmeri-

can labor and capital as an ‘’incident, " and favors the abolition of all other

modes of Federal taxation. With the adjournment of the forty-eighth

congress Mr. Hewitt voluntarily returned to private life, and resumed
the ])racticG of the law in Birmingham, but afterward reluctantly con-

sented to be elected to the lower house of the xVlabama legislature in

1881). In December, Mr. Hewitt married Miss Sarah J. Morrow, a

daughter of Hugli klorrow, one of the pio;roer setthn’S of .Tefferson county,

and clerk of t'.ie circuit court of .Tetferson county for thiidy years, klrs. Hew-
itt died in 18(33, leaving om^ child. In l8tj8 Mr. Hewitt married klrs. H. E.

Perkins, daughter of Ur. Samuel Earle, also ene of the old settlers of Jef-

ferson. By this marriaue Mr. Hewitt lias two children, and he and his

family are members of tlu' Protestant Et)isco]ial church.

Robert Grekxe H i:\vnT, the brother of the Hon. G. W. Hewitt, con-

gressman for three terms, was born in .JelTcrson county, near the ]nesent

site of Birmingham, and till sixteen years old worked on hi.s father's

farm and went to school alternately. The war coming on, he onlistgd

in company B, Tenth xVhibama infantry, March loth, l"'()i’. and till the
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close of the "war. shared all that famed regiment's sorrows and glories

in the second }^lanassas, Sharpsburg, Fredericksliurg. Wilderness, Peters-

burg engagement.s—in one of which, the Wilderness, he "was wounded.

After the war he began to farm, but being in demand as a teacher, and

desiring higher attainments and greater self-culture, after four years’

teaching, he paid his way at the state university, whence he went to

Texas to teach ; but returning to Alabama, with the tirm intention to

farm, he was again called upon to teach—pressed, so to speak, into

service—which he again did for ten years, making a state reputation

specially as a teacher of mathematics. Daring these last years, he

received from his alma mater, what he so richly deserved, the honorary

degree of M. A. Leaving the school room again, he engaged for two
years in the brick business, and since that time he has been tax .col-

lector for Jefferson county. He is a Mason, a Knight of P\'thias. and

a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, south. Mr. Hewitt was
married, in 1S7S, to Fannie J. Hickman, daughter of W. P. Hickman,
for eleven years county treasurer, and four years a county commissioner.

Of this union there are three living children: Fannie Roberta, Jennie

Livingstone and Anna Belle.

T. T. Hill.man was born in ^Montgomery councy, Tenn.
,
February 2,

1844, and educated in the schools there, and at the Vandusia academy, at

Edgefield, Tenn. Leaving the latter when about seventeen years of age,

he took charge of his father's business (Empire iron works), in Triggs

'county. Ky., until 1860, when he was given an interest in the business,

and the firm became Lee, Hillman & Son. and the son took charge of the

Centre Furnace company, until 1879, and in 1880 he went into mercantile

business in Xashville. Tenn., and continued until July. 1880, when he sold

out and moved to Birmingham. Ala., and formed a partnership with H. F.

DeBardeleben. and built the Alice furnace xVo. 1. In 1881 the Alice

Furnace company was organized by combining the jiroperties of the

Hillman Iron & Coal conr|tanv. Birmimrham Iron & Coal company, and
the property of Hillman d' DeB:irdeleben. and Mr. Hillman was made
president and general manager, and acted as such until the consolidation,

of the Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad company, Pratt Coal & Iron com-
pany. and the Alice Furnace com]ntny, in 1897 : kir. Hillman was made
vice-president of the new company, which was called the Tennessee Coal,

Iron & Railroad company, this company having bought out the other

companies named ' above. At first, Mr. Hillman was vice-president and
general mauagei’ of the Eustintr and Alice division of the company, filling

that i)osition until April. when he retired from the service of the

company until .Tanuary. 1891, when he was elected a director in the com-'
pany, and in April, 181U. was elected second vice-president, which posi-

tion he now liolds. In his early business life, while in Kentucky. T. T.

Hillman was 'i):irtner in the firm of Hillman. Brother d' Sons, located in

Lyon county, Ky., manufacturing merchants' bar iron, and plate sheet
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iron. They made the celebrated Hillman boiler plate, and what was
known as the Tennessee bar iron, supplying four-tit'ths of the iron sold

south of the Ohio. ]U'ior to the war. Mr. Hillman is president and

director of the Birmingham Railroad and Electric company; last year he

resigned as director in the First Xational bank, on account of ill-health.

He belongs to the Knights Templar, and is steward in the First IMetho-

dist Ei)isco])al cliurch. He was married in 18ou to Emily S. Gentry,

daughter of Meredith P. Gentry, of Davidson comity, Tenn. T. T. Hill-

man's father was Daniel Hillman, a native of New Jersey. He was in the

iron business all his life, being the pioneer iron man of Tennessee, and

making a large fortune before the war. He married Miss Anna J. IMara-

ble, daughter af Dr. .John IMarable, of Montgomery county. Tenn., and to

them were born four children, as follows: .John H. Hillman. Pittsburg.

Penn.; T. T. Hillman; Ann F.. wife of Dr. E. N. Franklin, of Gallatin,

Tenn., and Grace C.. wife of David C. Scales, of Nashville, Tenn. T. T.

Hillman’s mother died in 1863, and his father married Mary Gentry,

daughter of M. P. Gentry, and to this second marriage there were born

four children, of whom two survive, as follows: Meredith P. G., superin-

tendent of Alice furnace. Birmingham, Ala., and James H. Hillman, Trigg
county, Ky. Daniel Hillman died in 18'^3.

J. DS B. Hooper, state mine inspector of Alabama, was born in Rus-

sell county, Ala., in IMarch. 1^53. and was educated at Bingham's school

in North Carolina. At the age of eighteen years he left school and studied

law and mining and civil engineering, which latter profession he has made
his life \vork. From to 1>^77 he was the democratic postmaster at

Opelika, Ala., but was removed for political reasons, and went into the

emj)loy of the Georgia Pacific railroad, as a civil engineer, and for the

past nine or ten years he has been employed in coal mining, as an operator

and superintendent. In Hlil, he was appointed state mine inspector by

Gov. Jones, and holds that office now; is treasurer and half owner of the

Little Warrior coal conpvany. of .Tetferson county, and has a wide and
valuable experience in mining at other places. The father of IMr. Hooper
was George de B. Hooper, who was born near JVilmington. N. C. He
was an able old-school lawyer. He removed to Alabama in 1>33, and
located in Chambers county, where he ])racticed his profession until

and died in He was a ])rominent democratic ])olitician of the stanch

old kind. Before the war he was a leading whig and a Bell and Everett

elector, and was in the Confederate service at the battJ'' of Columbus, Ga.

He married Caroline IMallett. C)f North Carolina, by whom he had five

cliildren, as follows: Geoi'ge 'W., who was a cohnnd in the Sixth Alabama
regiment, and was permanently disabled by a wound in the battle of Seven
Pines; Charles M.. colonel of an Alabama regiment, .and .served all thro\igh

the war, first under Gtm. xVridier and then under Gen. Clanton, and was
captured at Columbus, Ga. : .7. dt> B. and Caroline, who live with their

uncle, Peter IMallott, vice-president of the Southern soci<dy, of New York.
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John de B. Hooper comes of good ancestry, Unit of his father being Scotch,

and that of his mother, French Huguenot. His maternal gi’andfather,

was Charles P. Mallett, and his great-grandfather, Capt. Peter

Mallett, an officer in the continental army. One of his uncles,

Johnson J. Hooper, was editor of the Montgomery (Alabama,) Mail prior

to the war. and was. at one time, secretary of the Confederate congress.

Another of his uncles was Prof. J. de Berniere Hooper, a man of learn-

ing and classic attainments. He was for many years professor in the

university of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill. !Mr. Hooiier's maternal

grandmother was named Be Berniere, and she descended from the illus-

trious Huguenot family of tliat name. From' a pamphlet, issued from a

London publishing liouse, entitled ‘-Key to the Roll of the Huguenots " is

taken the following reference to the family

;

“The De Bernieres were considered, in the reign of Louis XI., one of
the most ancient and noble families in France; and owing to many daring
exploits by different members of the family were granted, as augmenta-
tion to their arms, the fleur-de-lys in cliief, and later one “deux poissons.
en argent, adosses. “ In the reign of Louis XIV, the De Bernieres. and
one other family only, had the right by royal license to bear the fiuer-de-

lys of France on their arms. Jean Antoine de Berniere served under the
Earl of Galway in (Spain, and his descendents are still living in England.”

The Huguenot ancestor of the Mallett family in America fled from
France to England in 1687, purchased ships and brought many countrymen to

Santee, S. C. Later returned to England, and afterward was one of the princi-

pal founders of New Rochelle. 'Wescchester county, N. Y., where he bought
3,000 acres. Part of the family* subsecpiently settled in Connecticut, and

later, for the second time, in the Carolinas. A descendent, Col. Peter

Mallett, is now a member of the Southern society of New York, and was
born at Fa^'etteville, N. C.. ^'lay 25, 1825. His great-crandfather was a

high officer in the Revolutionary war, and his grandsqn. Gen. Ed.

Jones, was United Slates minister to Italy. His great-grandfather set-

tled at Wilmington. N. C.. in 1760. and was one of the founders of Fayette-

ville. Col. l\Iallett's father. Charles Peter, had at one time seven sons in

the Confederate army, of whom two died in the held. Tlie mother of the

colonel was Sophia Beatty, daughter of William H., who at one time

owned one-half of Bladen county. N. C.

W. R. Houghton, eminent as a lawyer of Birmingham, Avas born in

Heard county. Ga.. iSIay 22. 1842. When he was seven years of age his

parents moved with him to what is now Lee county, Ala. At the age of

eighteen he commenced to teach scliool. and taught until the breaking

out of tlie war. and tlren. in April. U61. he entered llu' Confed('rate sc'i'V-

ice, enlisting in tlie Columbus ((hi.) Guards, whicli was assigned to the

Second Georgia regiment of infantry, and known as company E. He
went in as a ]irivate. and. in b''64, was made one of Gen. Longstreet's

scouts, and served as such until the war closed, taking part in the follow-

ing battles; Seven Pines, Ishilveru Hill, Sei-oud Manassas, Fredericks
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MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

burg, Cettysb\u'.g, Chiclaunauga, Spottsylvania Court House. Cold Harbor,

and in all the battles around Petersburg and Kicdiniond. and was paroled

at Appomattox. He was wounded seven times, seriously at Malvern Hill

and second Manassas, and slightly at Chicdcainauga and elsewhere. After

the war he commenced to study law. and was admitted to practice in

1800, and located, first, at Haynesville, Ala., where he remained fifteen

years, and then, in 1888. he moved to Birmingham, where he has since

jL’acticed. He belongs to the IMasons. but is not connected with any
church. He Avas married in D(W^ember. l87.'), to Anna M. Streetjg

daughter of .Jolm P. Streety, of Haynesville, Ala.; his wife died in l 8s;C

leaving one son, Harry Houghton. W. R. Hougliton's father's name was
William H. Houirhton, who was born in Greene county, Ga. He was a law-

yer and moved to Alabama in 1840. and served as secretaiy of the state

senate. He also served in the Indian wars of ] 8 ;-;o, and died in 1878. He’

married Eliza A. Bennett, and to them were born live children, Avho liA'ed

to maturity, of whom three now survive: W. R., M. E., and Mrs. B. L.

Brooks, of Austin. Tex.

A. C. Howze. a member of the bar of Birmingham, was born in

Athens, Ga., August 17, 1846. He was educated at the university of

Georgia, Avhere he graduated in 1869. In September, i860 , he entered

the military seiwice of the Confederacy, in Xelson's battery of artillery,

commonly knoAvn as Selden's butter}’, remaining with that body till the

close of the war. during Avhich time he was engaged at Resaca, Kene-

saw ^Mountain. Lost ^Mountain. New Hojm Church, Peach Tree Creek,

the fights around Atlanta, -Tonesboro. Nashville and Franklin. AVhen

the war was OA’er. he went to Marion, Ala., and assisted his father in the

mercantile business till the latter part of 1866. xVfter his course- in law
in 1809. he Avas admitted to the bar, and located in klarion; practiced

successfully there until he Avent to Birmnigham in In 1871 he
W’as appointed probate judge of Perry county and served four years

with, great ability, and Avas a director in the IMaritm Savings bank, fif-

teen years, and a member of the iMarion city council; Avas pr(‘sident of

the Enter^nase manucfaturing comi)any of Birminglmm, president of the

South Birmingham Land com])^!}’ and director in the Birmingham Gas
company. He is an older in the First Presby Lorian clnirch. and supei’in-

tendent of the Sunday school, since 1'^"-^''. Ht* Avas married, tirst. in Feb-

ruary, l87U, to Miss Vallie Long, daughter of Dr. H. R. .1. Long, of

Athens, Ga. Six children Avere born to this union, and five are living:

Henry R., Susie, .Tohn, IMarion and Gerald. He lost his first A\’ife by
death, in Hs7. and in Decemher, l8''9. he married Mrs. Nannie Arring-

ton, nee Dillard, of ^Montgomery, Ala. The father of Mr. lioAvze Avas

John Howze. Avho came from Franklin county, N. C., to IMarion, Ala., in

1866. He has b('en a merchant and farmer all his life, ami is still in busi-

ness at Marion. Ala. He Avas, for a short time, a ca])tain in tlu' Coirfed-

erate service. He is a self-made man. successful atid sound of judgment.
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His wife was Claudia C. Clayton, daughter of Judge Augustin C. Clayton,

of Athens. Ga., for several terms a member of "congress from that state,

and many years on tlie bench. There were eighi children of the union,

seven of them living, who are: A. b'., Harry Y.
,
John. Claudia C.. wife

of Seawall Jones of Selma: Thomas M.. Leomna. wife of I?ev. James A.

Bryan, of Birmingliam, and MalJie C., wife of B. iM. Lide. of Birmigham.

Robert .Temisox. one of the leaaing br.siness men of Birmingham,

was born September 12th, i -.iJ. in Tuscaloosa. Tuscaloosa county, Ala.

His father, W. H. Jemison. was a native of Georgia, and his moiher came
from Tennessee. Site was formerly Elizabeth Patrick, of sturdy Penn-

sylvania stock. Robert was the secoud oldest son among nine children.

He was educated in law at the university of Alabama, but he never fol-

lowed the profession. He engaged in ihe hardware business in 1874, in

the firm of J. Snow Y Co. He held a half interest in this concern for ten

years. In September. 18''4. recognizing the golden opportunities otfered

in Birmingham, he settled there. Avlune he has since made his home.

He began life in Birmingham as a broiier in different lines of the gro-

cery trade, which he carried on till June, 1880. He then launched exten-

sively into banking, real estate and insurance business. In 1885 he was
made vice-president of the Berney Rational bank, and took a leading ]mrt

in the organization of the Iron & Oak Insurance companju and was
elected its ])resident. He is vice-president and general manager of the

Birmingham Railway and Electric company, president of the East Lake
Land company and vice-president and general manager of the Consoli-

dated Electric Light company. Mr. Jemison was married, in 1870, to

Miss Eugenia R.. daughter of Dr. N. T. Sorsby, of Greene county. Ala.

They have six children: Robert S.. John S., Annie H., Elizabeth P..

Sorsby and Elbert S. Mr. Jemison' s father, 'W. H. .Jemison. a Confed-

erate captain, was elected to the Alabama legislature dui’ing his military

service.

Dr. CfiAur.ES H. .Ierxigax, the well-lcnown physician of Birmingham.
Ala., first saw light of day in .lones county. Ga.. .lune 2. 1"'20, and as a

boy attended the scliools of Barbour county. Ala., wliere he iiad removed
with his father at the age of eight years. He went on his fatlier’s farm
at tiie age of eiglittum and sptmr hve ytuvrs. In tlie meantime, his fatiier

having died, lie wont in G.5;]. to Jefferson Medical college at Philadel-

phia, leaving the colli'ge after graduation, in IMarch, 1855, and then went
to Enon, Bullock county, Ala., whei'e lie practiced until later on
he settled in Birmingliam. Ala., ids present home. He was at one time

president of the Builoclc county Medical society, as well as iiaving a

membership in the .Telferson county Medical society. He was a Confed-

erate soldier for nearly a year in tlie Fort3'-i;if-tp Alabama infantry, but

was discliarged on account of a most unfortunate atiliction of paralysis.

Dr. .Ternigan wis. at one time, comuiissioner of Bullock counby. 'Wlien

he went into ottice. tlie county was almost hopelessly insolvent, taxes
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beiniz’ 81- 4') and sci'ip at ten cents, and in four year;-, the county was out

of debt with 8l.0tX) in the treasury and taxes dovvn to 81.1,'). The doctor

was married in May, l^aG, to Martha Cornelia Cranford, daughter of

Col. .foel T. Crawford, of Enon. Ala., and to ihein were born live chil-

dren: Henry C..of Opelika, Ala. ; Sallle, Cornelia. Carrie and iVuna. Hemy,
the son, married Elizabeth Banks of LTniou rfiuanus. .A.la. Dr. .Jernigan's

father was Col. Henry "W. Jernigan. who was born in -Jones county, C4a..

in l8D,j. He came to Barbour comity in 18;;7, wlieie ho died in 184U. He
served in the Creek Valley wars in ISdil-T—was captain of a company. He
married C’aroline Cachet, a lady of Ph-ench extraction. Tliey hael six

children, of whom the doctor. IMrs X. P. Banks-, of ColumVius. Ga.. and

J. T. Jernigan, a magistrate of Birmingliam, are still living. Dr. Jerni-

gan’ s mother died in 1882.
*

Col. S. W. .John.—Tliis distinguishel laivyer and law'-maker was boril

in Uniontown, Perry county, Ala.. June 29. 184.'), and was educated at the

university of Alabama. Ifollowing the impulse of the 3"Outh of that day,

in December, 1861, he w'enl into the Confedeiaite service, in the Third

Alabama caraliy, Col. James Hagan, of Mobile, commanding, and also

served in Gen. AVheeler's brigade. After serving as a private one j'ear,

he was discharged because of his being under age. He then attended the

universit.}’ at Tuscaloosa, and upon completion there, in 1865, he went to

his home in Selma, and read law wdth liis father, and was admitted to

practice in .June, 1866. the day he attained his majorit.y. He went into

partnership with his father, ex- Chancellor .Jo.seph K John, and Cltancel-

lor William H. Fellows, in Selma, Ala., and remained until the dea*th of

Chancellor Fellows, in Jul.y, 18&t6 dissolved the firm. In 1889, Col. .John

went to Birmingham and formed a partnership with William C. Ward,
which still continues. In 1^<71. he was ai)pointed conritr’ solicitor of Dallas

count.y, and served two t’ears; in the session.-^, from l-^"^2 to 1887, inclu-

sive, he represented Dallas count\* in the legislature, and in the last two
sessions was chairman of the judiciaiy committee: in 18^5. by authoritv"

of the governor, he erganized the Third regiment of state troo])S. of which
he was made colonel, holding the office three years and dc'clining a

re-election. By religious predilection he is a IMethodist, and has ahva.vs

taken a deep interest in that churiJn and in l'^^6 was a member of the

general conference of the IMethodist Episcopal church, south, which met
in Kichmond, Va. He is a Knigb.t Templar and a member of the

A. O. U. W. He was married, first in 1"'7D. to Susie E. Woolseja who
died without issue in 1873, and the second time to Estelle Tlnn-nton Car-

son, b_y whom he had one child. Estelle C.. now living. His third mar-

riage was contracted in 1''87, with Miss Rosa Cli.sJ)v. daughter of .lolin

Clisly, of Montgomery. Ala. The latter lad,y still survives, and one son„

Jo.se])h, has been born to the union. Col. .John was chairman of the joint

legislative committee which i-ead. corrected and re\ ised the manusuript

of the code of Alal^ama and while he was in the legishiture he was the



*>
.

'

t H
•

• 1.C *• "
t/Jl bL <»u “i

4V«ij.>»ia .T I«t. .I°0

.

.....I „i

r ;;’ :::
.h «*

„., ,;, I ." fc.,* ..» »rw» fiiwr.8*

.4

1

ni i>yn* ^

L,.«
«*

,.,(, -.•;. ,...b,..il... ew
...,i«t.ibAI .i<n>B.)AlA l;o •(>l«i<m,«»

,

v»i. i».U '' •’ ,-'
, -„( ,l»tr .i'limvxitt m

t,-.,rtT »«t> .r;l,r,in

,„(« (,M ,J,.,.;.,I«. 0 I.'.,'.
.a»4>i>l !>••««•

.,)• «n.u hh ;;,Xbt «
,,;

.vcl ..'•rt Mi^ ^ i„.« .aiateS Mi' 5.ra<>il aid

to „>i'M.. ,,I1 JiJMti ()w.«ffl»ovIw<
^ .oUoBaBiO

i. '» Ml
'“-'’f*** s ,o„aw,iffnia <>) lasw

.:> MiiUHVf HUB riMtrU'

•Hl’XlI .'«'* «* U*M'»i»1ll'il Stt -.sv*

•v^j j.-i.f' r( 0:1
^

/m- ',;\,. r, i,v

(>•: iwtfj is it li nan .^' t«at «} i-Rwii'lfli

£Bl

W

!STA

V 'i'Hhii 'vu n V
;

^ :,,vt MrboiMaU

'

mW’ 1m
li'uu fUWvr ..IIM'V '

„ gi ali ^St7 Mai^MSl. ai

O.U 1- ^ J ‘r.«hTsm
,,,,,„ vo*b«// J

.,({] jKiii ;wrw, «»a
«0 iwiinOiK •'ll-.i-.S * ’ *P" t, MW. ..MiMl-fd-'Ml <mMp x<t .no*

J»M !"»*> 1"™ .rfivi-Mm Uii«. (., ,
•'

,j|J, (IJ,
I«»d

I,n M.1 > 1 »'“ w
n„,„ Wi, Sito MdJ w

’“.I

I y iiMii*^'







PERSONAL MEMOIRS—JEFFERSON COUNTY. 287

author of a nmriber of important lulls, anion,”- them bi'in,”- the Dallas jury

law. the married woman's law, definin," tlie riylits of liusliand and wife

the employer's liability act. an act providin,”- for tlie payment and dis

tribution of tlie school fund throu"h and by the state treasury, and the

law establisliin.ir the cane-brake experiment station at Uniontown. of

which he was for some years one of the board of control, and the author

of tlie law creatin,”- the exiieriment station at the Agricultural and IMechan-

ical college, Auburn. Together with Dr. Kig,u^s he was the author and

promoter of the sanitary system at Selma (the "Waring plan) as well as

the father of the Selma water works and the only stockholder in Ala-

bama, the other stockholders living in Xew York. On the death of Dr.

Peter Bryce, he was appointed a member of the commission to frame a

law creating a new and complete convict system, and under direction of that

commission })repared the bill, which. with some modifications, was enactedfin

February, ibO;], into a law, and under the provisions of that act. he was
appointed one of the managers of convicts, a board of nine members who
have the absolute control of the convicts of Alabama.

Joseph F. .Tohnston.

—

Among the deservedly popular financial cor-

poraiions of Birmingham. Ala., is the Alaoarna National bank, largely

interested in whose welfare, and chiefly instrumental in whose success,

is the gentleman whose name appears at the head of this sketch. J. F.

Johnston is no stranger to the legitimate and successful financial enter-

pi’ises of Birmingham, in consideration of which important fact, he may
have been chosen from among a score of famous financiers to the envi-

able-position he now occupies as the president of the Alabama National

bank. Mr. Johnston is a native of Lincoln county, in the old North State,

having been born in North Carolina in IblJ. He was the son of a North
Carolina planter of the old school, a man of education, .u’reat erudition

and refined social instincts. In his seventeenth year he gave up his

educational advanta.u'es to enlist in the Confederate army. He received
five wounds, and a promotion to a captaincy, which, in a measure, sug-

gests a tribute to his soldierl.v devotion. U]>on his coming to Alabama.
Capt. Johnston formed a law partnership with Capt. R. iM. Nelson, an
ex-Confedei'ate soldier and comrade-at-arms. Capt. Johnston is recog-
nized as a power in tht.> politics of the state, was chairjnau of the state demo-
cratic executive committee in a most trying crisis, and has refiected. not
only credit upon himself, but honor upon his party, and enjoys to a

marked degree the esteem of his fellow-citizens.

Wir.ElAM H. Johnston, iM. D.. of Birmingham, was born in Lincoln
county, is. C.. ^lai’ch 2S, 1'';','.). and was cducatt'd at Davidson college and
at the state uni\-(>rsity at Chapel Hill. Ho left the lattm- school in HtiO,

and in iSfil he entered the Confederate service, enlisting in the "Hornet's
Nehts ’ rifles, or.iranizc'd at Charlotte, but lat(u- on became attached to the

Twenty-third North Carolina infantry as a ser.geant. whert', afkn- six

weeks' sei'vice, he was made first lieutenant of com[>any K of that regi-
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ment, and served in tiiat rank a year, after viiich time lie was made cap-

tain of the company and served as such until the battle of Gettysburg,

where he was captured and contined at Fort Delawai-e and .Tohnson's

Tsland until his parole in iNIarch, He then returned to his home in

North Caiolina, where he began the study of tnediciue and attended the

university of the cit}' of New York, where he graduated in medicine in

1807. and afterward served eighteen months in Bellevue hospital. He
then took ii[) the jiractice in New Y^orlc city, and later at Selma. Ala.,

remtiining in the latter place until 1>^80, when he came to Birmingliam,

where he still resides. He belongs to the Stale and Jelferson county

Medical societies, and is a member of the Episcopal chui-ch. Hr. Johnston

was married in 1872 to Kathleen Gage, daughter of Ur. .James Gage, of

Union. S. C., and to the happy union have been born four children, three

sons and one daughter. During his service in the rebellion. Dr. Johnston

served with distinguished bravery at Y’orktown. Williamsburg and Seven
Pines, where he was wounded, tirst battle of Fredericksburg. Chancel-

lorsville and Gettysburg, and was twice wounded at Seven Pines.

Dk, C. C. Jones was born in Carlowville, Ala.. December 18, isjn,

and educated in the common schools of Dallas C(>unty, Ala. He entered

tlie Confederate service in December. 18H3, in company I). Sixty- second

Alabama regiment, and was made sergeant five months before the close

of the war. He was in the battle of Chehaw Station, siege of Spanish Fort

and Blakely, during all of which he was not wounded once. He went to

school a few months after the war, and in the autumn of 1835 went into

the mercantile business at Portland, Ala., for about six months, and then

took up the study of medicine with. Dr. G. W. Kyser. at Richmond. Ala.

In 1807, he attended the Philadelphia school of medicine and surgery,

graduating there in 187n. He then located at Snow Hill. Ala., staying

there eighteen years, taking a special course in at the New York
polyclinic. In the fall of 18s8 he located at East Lake, where he still

resides. He was elected iihysician to Howard college in 18^'J, and still

retains that office, and was a memf.)er of the board of censors for several

years. He was also a senior counselor in the State Medical association,

and of the .Jefferson county Medical society, being vice-president of the

latter. He is a member of the IMasonic fraternity and of the Baptist

church. He was married the first time in 1871, his wife being Miss

Mary tiully, and the second time to Del]diina Moore, and to her were

born seven children, as follows: Fannie M.. Edgar A.. Ethel E.. Mary
and Julia (tavins), Ikudine and Francis W. His third wife was Ruby
Gullette. of Camden. Ala. Dr. .Jones' father was J. Capers .Tones, of

South Carolina. He was a Baptist minist<'r. He was in the State

reserves at the battle of Selma, and died in 1874. He married Enieline

Dennis, of Carlowville, Ala., and they had three children—D. D., C. C.

and Patty B., deceased wife of A. M. Lee, of Snow Hill.
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Dr. D. D. Jones, a brother of Dr. C. C. Jones. born in Dallas

county, Ala., July 13, ls44. He vras educated at the sciiools in Dallas,

but left scliool at the as>'e of seventeen, and in r''!i2 v.'oib into the Con-

federate service, enlisting in the Second .Viabania cavalry; he was a ])ri^

vate until a few months prior to the close of the 'va'-', when- he, was
made sergeant. He took part in the following battles: all the battles

around Atlanta and tlie skirmishes witii Sherman's army during the hit-

ters raid. His first service was at Pensacola, indor to Atlanta, then

north Mississippi and nortli Alabama, and Dalton on to Savannah, sur-

rendering at Salisbury, X. C. After the war he attended a liteiairy'

school at Dallas. Ala., for one year, and then attended lectures at the uni-

versity of Iventuck,y; tlieii going to Baitimore. graduating at the univer-

sity of Maryland in 1872. Prior to going to Kentucky, he took a course

of dentistry at the Philadelphia college, and follocced dentistry for two
years. After his graduation in Baltimore, he located in Wilcox county^,

where he xiracticed until 1^82. being a member of the Wilcox county^

IMedical society. In 1883 he took a i)ost-graduate course at the X'ew

York polyclinc institute. He returned to Lowndes county' and practiced

three years, then settled in' Woodlawn, .Jefferson county, his present

home. He is a member of the Jefferson county’ IMedical society', a IMason,

K. P., and a member of the Baptist church. He was married in 1^75 to

Julia, daughter of Kev. .John A. Lee, of Snow Hill. They had one

child, who died in infancy'.

Mortimer Harvey Jordan, 1M. D.—Dr. .Jordan was a native of Jef-

ferson county. Ala., where he was born on the lOth of .Tune, 1844. His

boy'hoocl was divided between his father's farm and the common schools

of the neighborhood. At the age of sixteen, he entered the university' of

Alabama, whore he remained for two year.s. completing the studies of tlie

junior class. His military ardor then swept him into the Confederate

army', and when barely' eighteen .vears of age he enlisted, as a pricate

soldier, in the Forty’-thii'd xVlabauia regiment, company’ G, under command
of Ca])t. W. .1. IMiins. He became very pojmlar with his company: was
made third lieutenant in 1>G3. and was subsequently’ xiromoted. step by'

step, until he attained the rank of captain, which position he lield at the

time of Gen. Lee's surrender at Appomattox. Returning home after the

surrender, ho found the condition of the country greatly’ changed. His

father, who had been a prominent citizen of the county', with a comfort-

able estate, was impoverished by the emancipation of his slaves. He took

in the situation at a glance, and. realizing that he must be tlie architect

of his own fortune, he bi'gan the study' of medicine in the office of his

uncle. Dr. Xathaniel Hawkitis. In the spring of l''(‘)7. he graduated at

the head of his class in the Miami medical college. The expenses of his

medical education left him considerably' in debt. He began the practice

of his profession in ])artnershi[> with his pieceptor. Dr. Hawkins, in the

village of Elyton, at that time the county' site of Jefferson county'. In
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ho was marriod to Mi.ss Florence E. Mudd. a dau.ahter of Judo-e

W. S. Mudd, also of Elyton, a man of hiy;li position in life, who died

several years latei'. leaviny a larye estate. This marriage was in evexy

way fortunate and of good omen. The woman was worthy of the man,

and brought him fresh inspiration axid rexxewed courage Avith AA’hich to

confront tlie Avorld and tight the battle of life. In 1^59. Dr. Jordan was
appointx'd physician to the Alabama penitentiary, a position which gave

him good opportunities for studv and in which he ditl the state good
service. In l>^7e. he took up his residence in the then infant city of

Birmingham. This same year Birmingluun was visited by an epidemic

of cholera, which taxed him professionally to the utmost limits of his time

and strength. At one tixxie, for three weeks he did not undress for a night's

rest. One of his last patients was his friend and associate. Dr. J. B. Luckie,

who had been equally faithful with hiixxself in his luinistratioxrs to the

afflicted peoide. but fortunately recovered. Aftei' the epidemic. Birming-

ham gi’ew rapidly into a tlourishing city, and Dr. Jordan's practice, growing
with it. soon assumed ]>roportions hardly second to the practice of any other

physician in the state. Avhether considei’ed in i-eference to its scope or to its

profits. His clientage was largely composed of the best people of the

city. He Avas often called in consultation to adjoining counties, and

seA’eral times beyond the limits of the state. He Avas quite as successful

in the practice of surgery as in the practice of medicine, and performed

many delicate and difficult operations. The extent of his practice Avas

only limited by his ability to attend to it. Notwithstanding the engross-

ing cai’es. of his large practice, Dr. Jordan found time to make nxany

important contriinitions to the current medical literature of the day. In

1872, he read before the State Medical association, at HuntsAulle. a

History of the Surgeiy of the .Tetferson county. In 1^74. he read before

the State Medical association, at Sehna, a Histoiy.of the Epidemic of

Cholera in Binningham: and afterAvard Avrote a sketch of the same epi

deniic for the Cholera Report, on the epidemic of le7d, jHiblished by act

of congress. In l''7.'i, he published, in the American Practitioner, an

article on Resuscitation from Chloroform Nai'cosis by Nelaton s IMethod.

This article Avas generall}’ copied in the medical periodicals of the Uixited

States, aixd in soA'cral foreinn iieiuodicals—tw(x F^i-ench and throe Opiunan

—atti’acted the attention of Dr. .1. Marion Sims, anti led to a correspond-

ence Avhich induced Dr. .Iordan to A’isit Dr. Sims in Noav York. Avhere he

remained tor several months as his assistant. In l''7n he published in

the American Practitioner an article on the ti’eatment of Intussusception

of th(' boAvels by disteiisile Enemeta Avith tlK' body of tht' xpatient iuA'erted.

In b^77 he rtuid l^efoi-e the Sate Medical association at Blnnine'ham. a

paper on Infantile Diarrlxtea. In he published in the American
Journal of Olxstetiucs. a patier on the transmission of syphilis by the

male (denumt of reproduction to the mother th.rough tlxe ftetus in utei’o.

In 1^79 he lead befoie tlxe State Mt'dical association, at Selina, a pajier on
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the treatineut, of post-partum hipmorrhage by intra-uterine injec-

tions of hot water, which was one of the first infijlications on this sub-

ject in this country-. In 18'^2 he read before the State

Medical association, at- Mol)ile, a report on the epidemic of

typhoid fever. which prevailed in Birmingham in lS''l-82.

Dr. Jordan was at various times, secretary and censor of the .Teft’&rson

county Medical society, and was twice its president. He was a member of

the State Board of Health, from to 1883. when he was elected presi-

dent of the State Medical association, and presided over its deliberations

at the session of HSp at Sedma. His message was a discussion of the

duties and powers of local boards of health. In 188d, without solicitation

on his part, he was called to fill the chair of materia medica, and thera-

peutics and clinical medicine, in the Medical college of Alabama. His

health was alreadv beginning to fail, and believing that rest from the

fatigue of an active practice, and the mild climate of Mobile, would be

of advantage to him he accepted the position, and filled it for two sessions.

He was an immediate success as a lecturer, and became a great favorite

with the students. He lectured without notes, depending entirely on his

memary, and his general knowledge of the subjects included in the

course. During much the larger part of his career. Dr. Jordan was
without a partner in his practice. But beside the first partnership

ah’eady mentioned, he was associated, during the year 1881. with Dr.

Charles Whelan, and from 1886. to his death, he was in partnership with

Dr. W. H. Johnston, who moved from Selma to accept the position. In

1883, the disease from which he suffered, phthisis pulmonalis, accpiired

such headway, that he went to southern California, where he remained

for several months, at first with some apparent benefit, but finally, grow-

ing worse, he returned to his home. Shortly before his death he became
a member of the Catholic church. He died on the ath day of February,

1889, amid the symi)athies and regrets of the whole i^opulation of the

city. He left behind him a wife and four children, three daughters and

one son. Few men, in so brief a life, have accomplished so much work,

or achieved so large a measure of bu.siuess success. From the time of

his entrance into the Confederate army, while \*et a boy, honors were
showered upon him in rapid succession. He was perha]is the most uni-

versally poindar man, wlio ever lived in Birmingham. His genial rmture.

rich vein of humor, and abundant fund of anecdote, made him a charming
companion. His faithful attachments, unaffec.ded generosity, and con-

sideration for the wislies and feelings of those about him, made him
hosts of friends. He was undoubtedly a very skillful physician. He had
a fine faculty for diagnosis, a wonderful nnunoiy for facts, and, in all

cases of emergency, ready command of all his resources.

WiLT.iAM Henry Kettio is one of the most successfid manufacturers
and merchants of Birmingham. Ho was born August 0, 1863, in v Louis-

ville, Ivy. He is a graduate of the Louisville high school and finished
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his education at the univei-sity of Heidelberg’. Germany. Returnintj: to

Loui.svillo, ^^r. Kittig. like most 3'oung men, found great difficulty in

securing suitable em[)loyment. .He tinally accepted a ])Osition as “office

boy ’ in a large Avholesale mill supply house, af a very small salary. Prom
this humble position ho gradu’ally worked his way up. until he was sent

on the road as traveling salesman. The hitter position he occupied for

four years. It was while passing through Birmingham in Ibsl), when the

place was still a country village, tliat IMr. Kettig. with his keen eye for

business, discovered the great possibilites of the little town as a future

site for a city, so he determined to locate there, and soon after formed a

partnership with Maj. W. J. IMilnor, in the whok-sale business of mill

supplies, under the tirm name of Milner & Kettig. IMr. Kettig was the

active manager of the business, and under his management the business

of the firm soon grew to immense proportions. In 1 ^90 the Milner & Kettig

company was incorjiorated with a paid-up capital of ^r^laO.OOO. IMr.

Kettig was elected president, and has continued to manage the company ‘s

affairs with remarkable success. He is a director in a number of enter-

prises, and owns some valuable real estate in Birmingham. He has

recently built a beautiful home on the South Highlands. Mr. Kettig is

clear headed and conservative in all his large business transactions. He
is young in years, but his advice has often been asked for by men much
older than Idmself. He has been an alderman, and has frequently acted as

mayor of the city. He is a Mason, a Knight Templar, a member of the

Mystic Shrine and a K. P. He is also a vestryman in the church of the

Advent (Episcopal). iMr. Kettig was married in December, 1S91, to iMiss

Laura Eugenia IMoody, daugliter of iMaj. W. A. Moody, of Petersburg,

Va. His father was Earnest Kettig, who was one of the leading merchants

of Louisville for twenty years. Being possessed of indomitable energy,

and the strongest of will power, combined with prudence and wisdom,

Mr. Kettig is one of the most }n’omising young men of the “New South."

His humble begining as "office boy" and his climbing the stairs of ])ros-

fjerity, step by step. Avithout aid from any one. is Imt an example of the

possibilities of the persistent and (uiergetic American youth.

A. O. Lane, ex-mayor of Birmingham, and one of its most prominent
citizens, son of Dr. Alexander and Mary E. (Phillip.st Lane, natiA'Cs of

Georgia, was born in IMacon county. Aia., (Jotober 'J9, i>4"’!, and receiA'ed

a liberal education. He studied law under Hon. John A. Foster, and was
admitted to the bar in l^t)9. and soon after opened an office at Ozark. Ala.

In 1^73 he came to Birmingham, and a year later he formed a hiAV part-

nei’ship witli .Tohii T. Terry, and the new firm enjoyed a lucrative prac-

tice until when Mr. 'Itu-ry retired, and IMr. Lane formed a partner-

ship Avith Col. E. T. Taliaferro. noAV practicing laAV in Xcav York city.

This partnershi[i lasted until l>''s7, B. H. Tabor having been taken in

in 18"^0, Avhen the firm Avas dissolved. In Mr. Lane took editorial

charge of the Iron Age, and in Avas elected mayor of Birmingham,
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re-elected in and After an iritermissivjn of two years, lie was
again elected mayor in I'^UO. 5Ir. Lane wa.s married in 5Iay. I::'?.'), to Miss

Minnie Terry, daughter of the late John T. Terry. Mr. Lane belong.s to

the K. P., and to the Presbyterian church.

William Guay Little. Ju..was been in Elgecombe county, X. C.,

December 27, was the eldest son of Seth Little and Nancy
Speight. His father ivas a pianrei-, and remoo'^d with his family to

Sumter county, Ala., in l>s5. where he engaged In planting until his

death in iSOli. Mr. Little was educated at Gathright’s .-school and the

university of Mississippi, but several times left school and college on

account of ill health. He took the law course at Transylvania univer-

sity, Ky., and was graduated in 1855. He returned to his home, at 'War-

saw, in Sumter county, and began the practice of law. He married

Laura Hibbler, the daughter of James L. Hlbbler, Esrp. December 10, I'-iaT,

who survives him. and resides at Li'angston. Ala. They have three

children living: Mi's. P. B. Brown, of Anniston; James H. Little. Esq., a

member of the bar at Birmingham. Ala., and a younger son, W. G. Lit-

tle. At the commencement of the war he enlisted in company A. Thirty-

sixth Alabama regiment. but was soon discharged on account of ill health;

was appointed enrolling officer with headquarters at Gainesville. Ala., in

which capacity, he served until the last year of the war. when he enlisted

again in Fort}"- second Mississippi calvary. In 1837 he removed to Livings-

ton, the county site of Sumter county, to resume the iiractice of his pro-

fession, and soon became a leading member of the bar qf this section.

At a.special election in February. 167d, he was elected state senator from

Sumter county, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of a rejmblican

senator. His election gave the democrats a majority in the senate, from

which time dates the commencement of the redemption of the state from the

carpet-bag government. He took a prominent part in the important legis-

lation which followed the complete democratic victory in 1>74. He was
re-elected to the senate in 1>^7G. and was elected president of that body
in the same year. In July, H79, when on his way to cdiancery court in

Pickens county, he was taken with congestion at the residence of ^Ir.

Wmlter D. IVim'duim. and died after a brief illness on the twenty-fourth

day of that month, surrounded by his family and friends. In the death

of IMr. Tattle, tlie state mourned the loss of one of the most patriotic citi-

zens and wisest counselors of this important and trying ])eriod of her

history. His course as lawyer and legislator was directed and controlled

by a conscientii')Us devotion to right and justice. He had the alisolute

confidence of those with whom he came in contact, and was idolized by

his family and gnmtly beloved by all classes.

James H. LTTTr.H. son of the above, a rising yomig lawyer of Birm-

ingham. Ala., was born in Samt<'r county. Ala., February 27, 1''02. He took

the collegiate cour.se at the state univ<'rsity at Tuscaloosa, graduating

P.F
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therein in 18P0. In 18'^2 he took the laA' conrso in the same institution

and after careful and ])ainstaking' preparation he was admitted to the l)ar

in the same year. He locatea at Liivinii'ston. ..Ma., wlu're he remained
until December, in the meantime esla’ulishing a high reputation for

legal talent and professional integrity. In Decern lier, l>s7. he located in

Birmingham, where lie is now enjoying a handsome practice. He is a

member of the Plii Gamma Delta society, an.d wa.s united in marriage in

June, 1^90, to Miss Eliza Hathews, daughter of C.'barles L. .Mathews, of

Montgomery, Ala.

Ma.iok J. L. Lockwood, the cajiitalist and distinguished Confederate

veteran of Birmingham, is a native of the state of Iowa. He was born

in Dttbucpie, in that state. December 15, 1843, and was educated at Lima,

N. Y.
,
and ’Williamsburg, Mass. He left the latter place in 1860, and

went to Montgomery. Ala., where his parents had rno\ed in 1846; cle^dced

there until April. 1861, and entered the Confederate service in the "Dixie

Rifles,” afterward assigned to the Twenty- second Alabama infantry, was
promoted to ordnance sergeant, and at the battle of Shiloh, to sergeant

major; in the fall of 1^62 was made aid-do-camp on the staff of Gen. Frank
Gardner, serving thereon till after the battle of Murfreesboro; was
transferred to the trans-Mississippi department and served there until the

fall of Port Hudson ; joined the army of tlie Tennessee at the battle of Chick-

amatiga, and was commissioned adjutant of the Twenty-second Alabama
regiment; served through the Georgia campaign and was badly wounded
at Jonesboro, and at the consolidation of the army, in 1864, he tvas promoted
to the rank of major, which rank he held until the war closed. During
his military career he did conspicuous fighting on the folio wing severe bat-

tles; Shiloh, where he was twice wounded; Corinth, and in the retreat

hetweenCornith and Saltillo was slightly wounded: Perry ville. again slightly

wounded, and had his horse killed while acting as aid to Gen. Gardner;

Crab Apple Orchard and a w'eek's fighting on the retreat; Murfreesboro,

Port Hudson, again wounded twice; Chickamauga, Missionaiu' Ridge,

Dalton, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain. Atlanta, Jonesboro, where he was
badly wounded : Franklin and Boonville, N. C. After such splendid

military achievements, Maj. Lockwood was fully inclined to follow the

quite vocations of peace, and accordingly, when he had recovered from
the last wound of the war, he returned to ^Montgomery and kept books

for II. L. Daughtry, at '\Vetum})ka, Ala., ami then for the ^Montgomery &
Eufaula railroad till 1871, when he removed to Birmingham and went into

the mercantile business, which, in connection with conti'acting, he has

carried on succ(\ssfully since. He is president of the* Ellis Drug Co.,

director in the Noi'th Birmingham Oil A Asphalt Co., a stockholder in

many nourishing business enterprises; has served two years as aider-

man, is a Mason, a K. P., and is a member of the I. O. O. F., Knights of

Honor and the Episcopal church. He was married the first time, dm May,
1873, to Jodi(' C., daughter of Dr. Thomas Martin of Elmore county, Ala.,
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by whom he hud two children, both of whom are dead. Hi.s .second wife

was Abigail H. iNIartin, a sister of the first. By her he has one child,

Henry W. Maj. Lockwood's father was Ezekiel Lockwood, a Baptist

minister of Xew York, and his mother, Ann B. WaiT'en, of the same state.

The father died in 1878, and the mother in

Dr, James Buckner Luckie, whose name lieads this slvetch, one of

the leading' and most popular physicians of Birmingham, born July 10,

1833, in Newton county, Ga.. is the son of William D. Luckie and Eliza

Buckner, natives of Georgia. He attended, in liis boyhood, the schools

of his home, and at the age of sixteen, his father sent him to the Gwin-
nett institute. After two years at this school, he beagn the study of

medicine under Dr. John B. Hendrix, and attended the lectures in

Augusta. Ga.,.in the winters of 1853-7)4. He then attended the Pennsyl-

vania mediacl college at Philadelphia, and graduated thereform in the

spring of 1855. He practiced in lioth Newton county, Ga.. and Pike
county, Ala., until the breaking out of the war. Dr. Luckie entered the

Confederate army, and received the apiiointment of assistant surgeon and
attended Gen. Kirby Smith on his memorable rahl into Kentucky as med-
ical purveyor, having been promoted from assistant surgeon. He was,

at his own request, relieved from duty as medical purveyor, and made
inspector of hosjtitals. and went to Knoxville, where he was made chief

of the bureau of small pox and vaccination of the army of Tennessee.

The doctor rendered distinguished service after that time in Gen.

Grace's brigade, in the Sixtieth and Forty-third Alabama, and surren-

dered with his command at Appomattox. After the war, the doctor

located ahd practiced his profession at Pine Level, ^Montgomery county,

and then at the city of Montgomery, where ho practiced until h''^72, when
he I'emoved to Birmingham. Ala. Old citizens of Birmingham, who
passed through the terrible epidemic of cholera, which visited this city

in 1873, will never forget tlie heroic and Self-sacrificing conduct of Dr.

James B. Luckie. One who knows him and has cause to love him. will

nevei' forget the noble soul who labored without price and without fear,

and lives to bear testimony to the fact that in his heart, and not on his

lips, did he carry out the sentiment embodied in Leigh Hunt's poem
"Abou Ben Adliem." Well may he say. "Write me as one who loved Ids

fellow men, " for he carried it out to the end of the chapter, until himself

stricken down by the fell disease. In l"'"''t'-,s4, he represented the thir-

teenth district in the state senate. He was a member of the city council,

and organizer and first child' of the fire dejiartment. as well as Iiaving

been the organizer of the Birmingham rilles and Birmingham artillery,

being the first captain of both comiianies. He has been censor of the

county Medical society, and is counselor to the State Medical association.

His first wile was Eliza Imogene. daughter of .lames H. Fielder, of Ala-

bama. This wife died a year after her marriage, leaving one child, a

daughter. His second wife, whom he married in l>=8r), was Susan Oliver,
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daughter of James K. Dillard, of IMontiromery county. To this union

nine children were born. Dr. Luckie is a distinguished Mason, having

been deputy high priest of the grand chapter of royal arch Masons and

grand generalissimo of the grand comrnandery of Knights Templar of

Alabama, and is at this time grand representative of the grand lodge of

Maine, and giamd representative of the irrand commanderies of New
York and Texas. He ranks deservedly high in his profession, especially

in his specialty of surgery, being regarded as one of the leading sur-

geons in the south.

J. H. IvIcC.VRY. one of the leading Avholesale
.
grocers and produce

merchants of Birmingham, was born in Bibb, now Chilton, county, Ala.,

March 11, 18Gd. He began his early studies at Clanton. Ala., and fin-

ished his education at the Agricidtural and Mechanical college at Auburn.
^

Ala. After leaving the latter school in Ib-^l. he clerked in the hotel at

Blount Springs. Ala., until l^'-'d, the year he located in Birmingham.
His first work in Birmingham was done as clerk for the Relay house, the

first hotel in t’le city, working there until the latter part of 1831. when
he engaged in the merchandise brokerage business, and shortly after

went into his present line, the wholesale produce and grocery business.

He was one of the organizers of the Birmingham National bank, and one

of its directors. He is a Knight of Rythias. and a steward in the Method-

ist Episcopal church, south. He was married October oiJ. 1888. to Fannie,

daughter of M. F. Nabers. of Birmingham. They have two sons. 'Will-

iam and J. IL. Jr. Mr. McCary’s father was J. F. IMcCary. of Alabama.

He was a wealthy merchant, and had stores at several points in Alabama.

He was a Confederate soldier, and was killed at Resaca. He married
Evelina M. Billy, of Russell county. Ala. They had two sons. J. H. and

J. F. klr. IMcCary’s mother is still living, at Birmingham, Ala.

Hon. .John IvIcQi'een, one of the most attractive and succes.sful young
members of the Birmingham bar. is descended from one of the most
blue-blooded and aristocratic South Carolina families. He was born in the

Palmetto state, February 'J, l>bd, and was brought by Ibis mother to Ala-

bama in 1870. and settled in Eutaw, Greene county. Ala. He attended

the common schools at Eutaw. for a few years, and in l'^''8-d, he attended

the law department of the state university, at Tuscaloosa, from which he

graduated with second honors. Upon leaving college, he was elected

solicitor of Walkiu' county, Ala., and held this office a year and a half,

afterward forming a partnership with Col. G. W. Hewitt, 'at .lasper. Ala.,

which continued until Mr. Mcthieen removed to Birmingham, in Is'.iit, and
associated him.-^elf with Col. .1. J. Altman, in the ^naictice. In he
was elected to the legislature from Jetferson county, receiving the

largest vote any man with o])position ever received from that county.

He is a royal ai’ch Mason, is past chancellor of the Knights of Pythias,

and is
[
resident of the Southern cluli. of Birmingham, Ala., which is the

strongest and most representative social organization in the state. His
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father was Gen. John IvIcQueen. a distine'uished son of South Carolina,

and his mother was Sarah E. Pickens, daughter of Col. Joseph A. Pick-

ens, and a niece of Gov. Andi'ow Pickens, of South Carolina, both among
the pioneer settlers of Alabama; she was a granddaughter of Gen. Andrew
Pickens, of Kevolutionary fame, and her grandmother was a Calhoun

—

ancestors, who were noted in councils of state and on the tented field.

wShe is described as a remarkaddy beautiful and charming woman, having

been, during her husband's long public career, the leader of a galaxy of

superb southern women, both at Wasliingtor and in Riclunond. She was the

mother of three sons: Hon. .Joseph Pickens, of Eutavv. Ala.; .John, whose
name heads this sketch, and James William, of Birmingham. Gen. .John

McQueen, father of Hon. .John IMcQueen, of Birmingham, was born in

Robeson county. X. C.. in 1^16. and died at his residence in Society Hill,

Darlington county, S. C., of apoplexy, in IdGU, in the sixty-third \mar of

his age. He had been a lawyer of great prominence in Marlboro district,

S. C.. to which place he had removed after establishing a reputation for

legal abilities in Robeson county, X. C. ,
where he graduated from Chapel

Hill university. He married a Miss Rogers, who died giving birth to her

only child, the late Capt. S. F. McQueen, and after a lapse of twenty
years, married Jvliss Pickens of Eutaw, who survives him. He held a

seat in the United States house of representatives at the breaking

out of the war, having served continuously in that body since 1847.

After South Carolina had seceded, he was sent as commissioner to

Florida, and to Texas, to secure their co-operation, and at the

first Confederate congressional election was elected a member from his

district for two years. He was known, in the Pee Dee country, as an
extensive planter, and until his removal to Society Hill, was a resident

of IMineral Springs, eight miles southwest of Bennettsville. where he dis-

pensed a large hospitality. He was in politics a states' rights man of

the Calhoun school, and never faltered in sustaining his principles. He
was a good lawyer, a fine speaker, and a man of remarkable suavity and
polished manners. His militaiu^ title was derived from the fact that, in

1833, he was elected a colonel of state volunteers, at a time of general

armament, owing to nullification e.xcitement, and in lS3s rose to the

rank of major-geu('ral. The talher of Gen. Jolin Ivhd'^ucen came from
Scotland; was a great-grand-nephew of Flora McDonald, who saved the

life of Charles the Pretender, and a lineal descendent of Robert Bruce,

the last king of Scotland; he had royal blood in his veins and was loyal

to the last to the traditions of "Auld Scotia; ' his mother was a McRae,
and the J^Ic(,)ueens. Melhu's and tlu' Pickens have made many nolile marks
upon the pages of southern history, and the pi'ob:ibilities are strong that

many more will Vie made before Hon. John IMcQueen lays down the staff

of life.

•John M. M.vrtin, tlu' well known legal light of Birmiiygham. fii'st

saw day in Athens. T..imestono county, Ala., .January 2u. l‘^37. His early
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mental training was acciuired at Green Sjn'ings, Ala., imcnw the tutelage

of Dr. Henry Tiitwiler. He afterward attended the university of Ala-

bama and Center college at Danville, Ky. He graduated from tlie last-

named institution in September, 1830, and reuu'ned to Alabama and
studied law under the late chief -justice, E. Ah Peclc. He was admitted to

the bar at Montgomery, in August, 18.38. and practiced law there until

1880, and then moved to Birmingham. He -was elected to the state senate

in 1871, and served live years, and three yeais as president, pro tern., of

that body. He was prominent in the calling of the constitutional conven-
tion in 187.'). He was a member of tlie joint committee on the state

bonded indebtedness, and opposed the jmrchase and working of the

penitentiary farm, and, as chairman of the joint committee on penitentiary

affairs, was principally instrumental in taking convicts from the railroad,

and returning them to the penitentiary. He was also on the committee
on judiciary, finance, taxation, and edueatioj,., and was chairman of the

local legislative committee. He was a member of the Forty-ninth con-

gress from the sixth Alabama district. He was a wmrm advocate of the

Warrior river imiu’ovement bill; opposed the interstate commerce bill,

and was one of the memorable thirty-three wdio voted wfith Randall against

the Morrison tariff bill, because of his opposition to the scheme of foster-

ing other sources of internal revenue upon the people, his views in regard
to the wdiole subject of taxation being that taxes should be limited to the

needs of an economical administration of the government, that the laborer's

wages would be increased. His position upon the Morrison tariff measure
compassed his defeat for renomination, since which time he has held

severely aloof from politics, until he was elected, in 189 h to the chair-

manship of the democratic executive committee of Jefferson county, Ala.

From 1875 to he held the chair of equity jurisprudence in the law
department of the university of Alabama. He is a Mason, a K. of P.,

Knight of Horn.)!' and Knight Templar. In 1857 he was married to

Lucy C., daughter of the late chief-justice, E. W. Peck, of Tuscaloosa.

They were the parents of nine children, of whom four died in infancy,

and one son, Lanier, at the age of fourteen. The living children are;

Wolsey R., lawyer at Fort Smith, Ark.; Lucy, Sara and Lydia. Mr.

Martin served in tlie Confederate army, first with the ATarrior guards a.s

a corporal, and thmi as assistant quartermaster of tlio Forty-first Ala-

bama infantry. His health failed shortly after this, and he was made
post quartermaster at IMontgomery, Ala., till the close of the war. His
father was .Joshua Lanier Aviurtin, of Tennessee, who came to Alabama
in Scpteuibor, isp.), and was (dcL-ted uavernor in lsl5, lieing the eighth

governor, and tlie man who saved the state from repudiation.

Jfdge .Tohx H. IMiLLEit. of Birmingham, Ala., was born in AVilcox

county. Ala., August 11, b^5S. He was tliorouirldy educated for the pro-

fession in whieli lie has made sucii a gratifying suecess in life. Ho grad-

uated first from Erskine eoliege. S. G.. in t''>D(), luoli tlie law course at
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the uuivei'sity of Virginia, and then v.-ent to Johns fL^pkins nniversit}' in

Maryland, and took a specdal course. F'roni iSsi’ to j he was professor

of mathematics in Erskine college, S. C., and in i8SS. he was admitted to

tlie bar at Birmingham, and was elected city recorder in 1801. for one

year. He has had conferred on liim tlie de<n-ees of A. B, from Erskine

college, and xV. M. from tlie xMa'oama state n.niversity and Erskine college

in 183a. He is an elder in tlie first Presbylerian church. Judge [Miller's

father was Kev. John Miller, D. D. He was .a Presbyterian minister of

prominence and learning, and was president of AVilcox Female college

from 1807 to 1673. He was born in York district, S. C., in 1821, and came
to Alabama when twenty years of age, and located in Wilcox county,

where he died. Prior to l^'Of he was elected president of Erskine college,

but declined the honor. He was chaplain of the "Wilcox True BLues"

during a portion of the war. His wife was Sarah Pj’essly, a native of

South Carolina. They had ten children, of whom eight siirvit e as follows:

Joseph N., Camden. xVla. ; Barnett M.. wife of .Jolin L. Pogue, Gadsden,

Ala.; .Jane IM.. wife of Calvin S. Dale, of Wilcox county; .Judge .J. H.

;

SallieM., wife of A. G. Brice, of Chester. S. C. ; .James P.. of Wilcox

county, Ala.; B. M., Camden, Ala. and Jlavid P., editor of the Wilcox

New Era.
^WiLLi^^ .J. IMii.xer, general manager of the Elyton Land company, is

one of the chief architects of the gi’oat and good fortunes of that colossal

enterprise. xVt the very inception of the scheme, he was thought fully

eligible to the general management of the company by a number of confreres

thoroughly capable of selecting a man to fill that important position, and the

ability with which 'Mr. Milner has discharged the manifold and momentous
duties of the office, fully attest the sagacity of his election. Maj. [Milner

was born in Pike county. Ga.. [May 3. Is42, and is the youngest of a family

of six. Subsef|uently the parents moved to Butler county, xVla., where
the father died in and the mother in Birmingham, in 1879. When
the war broke out. [Mr. [Milner left Mercer university. Ga. . and began

his military record, as first lieutenant of a company in Escambia county,

J^la., but he afterward resigned nis commission, and enlisted in the

Clinch rilles. a company of the Fifth Georgia infantry, stationed at Pen-

sacola. After two years of haial duty as a pri\'ate soldier, he became
connected with company K, Thirty-third Alalnima infantry, as first lieu-

tenant. Having, in the meantime, been twice wounded, once at [Mur-

freesboro and once at Chickamauga, he was appointed regiment adju-

tant, to succeed x\dj. [Moore, wh.o was killed at Chiclcamauga. His mili-

taiy ability' soon e.vcited attention, and he was promoted to the staff of

Ixowry's brigade of Chfinirne's division, the most famous in the army' of

Tennessee. This division received a vote of thanks from the Confeder-

ate congress for saving Gen. Bragg's army from anniliilati(.)n at Missionary

Ridg(‘. When tin' Sixteenth and Thii'ty-thii'd Alaljama rc'ginu'iits of

infantry were consolidated. In; was t'lected major of the m.'W organi/.ation.
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and at the time of suiTonder, by reason of casualties anion" his superior

officers, he -was in cominaud of the regiment. After the war lie engaged
in the drug business with hi.s brother-in-law. Dr. H. 1\I. Caldwell, at

Greenville, and held other important positions, until his removal to

Birmingham. In l^lia, he married IMiss Gustrine C. Key, daughter of

the late Dr. .Fames F. Key. of Lowndes county. He went to Birmingham
in 1871, as an employee of the South A North Alabama railroad com-
pany, and soon after was made secretary and treasurer of the Elyton Laud
company, and subseipiently he was made general manager of the com-
pany. Mr. Milner is a man of great business abi’ity. In addition to his

other duties, he planned, constructed and had the majiagement of the com-

pany's water-works, its belt railroad, and its street railway system.

Very great difficulties had to be overcome in the construction of the

water works, which constitute a splendid monument of the builder. He
is also the founder, and the senior member of the well known commercial
house, "The Milner and Kettig company." He and his wife are commu-
nicants of the E])iscopal church.

George L. IMorrts, of Birmingham, was born in Spring Place, Ga ,

August 7, 1849. He was educated at Dalton academy, at Dalton, Ga.

Leaving there in 1>^70. he located in Alabama to develop his business

ambition and to grow up with the state. Upon his arrival in Alabama,
he was first employed in the construction of the South A North railroad

for two yeai's, and then entered the service of the Ked Mountain Iron and
Coal company. He next engaged in the lumber business, until 1882. wdien

he located in Birmingham, and devoted all his time and business talent

to mines and mining, in which business he still continues. He has been

president of the IMorris Mining company since 1884; is director in the

Standard Coal company, and also Birmingham railroad and electric com-

pany; and director in tJie First National bank. He was married in 187.', to

Lizzie, daughter of Col. L. N. Trammell, chairman of the Georgia railroad

comn.ission. They have two children—Helen and Elizabeth. Mr. Morris’

father was .Tudge F. B. IMorris.

Dr. George M. IMokrow, one of the leading druggists of Birming-

ham, was born in Elyton, Ala.. August 20. Hhi. His father, I^ugh Ivlor-

row, came from Keutuclsv to Alabama. He and his wife, IMargaret

Holmes, are both dead, the fattier dying in .Inly. 18s9, and the mother in

June, 1891; the father at eighty-five years and the motlier at sixty-

seven. George Morrow attended the common schools of his home until

he was sixteen years old, wdien, in 1803, lie enlisted in the Confederate

service, in company F, Seventh Alabama cavalry, under command of Col.

L. B. Musgrove, and the next year he was transferred to the famous
cavalry brigade under command of Gen. .loseph Wheeler, and promoted
to the rank of first lieutenant. He fought at Nashvilh' and at Franklin.

When he came home from the war. he attended school one year at Ely-

ton, and took no the study of medicine under Dr. .loseph H. Smith, and



r 'W

8^

.auahaja jAinokaiM
• ill' ' t

>.i,l

*1 ^'it'iiinfj » ' V ^u
' I I 1 - 'f.i.A/1 »*ottfiiT« rKI*

,„or. l«rtli»v „„ „n« ooof. ton ,v.n=q

Qfl) %a noikiu-iUitc^ ' ^ lirsifiTf 7»a-iow lolBV

C»I«9fflm«-7 .r»ouit Uw «fcW W? iwe-eMUK «rr •»««^

.„r., .„i4l.rt J« noj^y '

.uMj oi 999(11 I,«h(a9a-

.„,««. h,l/ iw
-.,11 ui BoTOhima !«» «»» •<.

B, rtnoC i
,„9-,i-r„».9ili i;(mit(«> (u.iti bna .aiast owl wl

()n* nml ittATfnwW l>'>.-- wi t
, Wu''9r,-* jxf»fi oil .vnjwT<ao3 J«o0

•^f
**»» fr Liw.I.i'.m ,«a.toii«'.ia »1 M«»I od

,U4^., .,i9fv.l.. b..«.
‘"tfeirt !„,„*£•/ wr,.*'I'»« «l'ioJ'7ViiI>l*o“ :v.(i«q -

<4 .('.''"•I
. y; _J joD lb ,bh£StJ, *^*55

J«,9li,n aj9C.y .B(,l«i.SfflM .;
;,

»vMi' «
. yfiriol/^ il .a rb'W ‘t*>di«i

, ' .9i^ ( arft lo »no ai>»oaO .iifl .

-,nloniU ’.o
. ,;•; ,ft tM5.nA -..I A ,tfoC{ia rfi mod aow .mad

.^raf Mii lw«
.fjBob illod .tiomloH

l„9,d,o... Od- •- «!SLr«^XJ«
Ifjiw omod

rtMd-v .Mo ^btt -»rf

do-i K. .««m«.M -a J

ss; r;r:,;"U'» 2rr:r.rr:“ Si“

l?A



305PERSONAL MEMOIRS—JEFFERSON COUNTY.

the foUGwin." year he attended the Milterd C3Uea;e. of Cineinnati .

graduating- in ISOS, and at once began lo practice Uit Ashville, remain-

ing there until 1871. then going to Elyton, Vvhere he ])iacticcd until 1^78.

In the latter year he removed to Birmingham and embarked in the

wholesale and retail drug business in com];r<ny with l*r. P. D. Xabers,

having abandoned the medical profession on account of ill-health. Here
his career has been marked by great hnancial success, and his warm
nature and genial social qu.ilities have endeared him to a large circle of

friends. He was married, the first time, in November, l-sHs. to Mary E.,

daughter of Dr. Joseph and Mrs. iMargaret Smith, of Elyton. They had

one child, Margaret .T. The first wife die! 'in 1873. His second wife,

whom he married in 3vlay, 1874. was Miss Susie, daughter of O. S. and

Malinda (Nabers) Smith, of Eiyton. There were four children of the lat-

ter union—Lucy O., Anna Bertha, deceased; Geo. M., Jr., and Frank.

In December, i-sSJO. lie was elected grand master of the Masonic order of

Alabama. In 1891 he was elected sheriff of Jefferson county for four

years. Both he and wife are communicants of the Baptist church.

John C. Morrow, late judge of probate, Jefferson county, was born

December 31, 1833, two and a half miles north of the Elyton court house.

His father, Hugh Morrow, was born in Abbeville district, but came to

Alabama from South Union, Ky., and settled in Elyton, Ala., in Septem-

ber, 1825, and taught school until 18;j3, when he was appointed circuit

clerk, by Judge J. L. Perry, and held the office twenty-five consecutive

years, or until 1858. His mother, whose maiden name was Calhoun, was
a relative ot the great South Carolina statesman, .John C. Calhoun. Hugh
Morrow married Margaret, daughter of .Tames and Sarah ( Killongh

)

Holmes. .John C. Morrow first went to school, in Elyton. to the Kev.

F. M. Graves, and also to .Jacob H. Baker, one of the most thorough
educators that ever lived in Jefferson county. This was the finishing

touch to his scholastic training, and was concluded in 1851. At this Time

he began reading law in Tuscaloosa, under .Judge Peck. who. afterward,

in the year l^"ii8. was chief- justice of tills st.ote. In 185i;) he w'cnt to

the Lebanon. Tenn, law school, and among those of his schoolmates

who have since become distinguished, are Col. G. W. HeVitt, of Birming-

ham; .Judge Keubiui Gaines, now i^n the supreme bench of Texas; United

States .Judge .lackson. of Tennessee, and Col. Enoch Ensley, president of

tlie Pratt Coal & Iron company. He graduated in February, 1^57, and on
his way home passed through ^Montgomery, wliere he obtained his license

to practice law. .ludge Samuel F. Rice was then chief justice. He prac-

ticed in Elyton from 1"'57 to Ul)5. and w;is a [lartner of Col. Hewitt from
1859 to In Uii2, he went from .Jefferson county as first lieuten:int

of company G, Twenty-eighth Alabama regiment of infantry. He resigned

his office in Soifiember, lNi2, on account of his failure of health. He was,

])rior to this, in tlie cam]uiign through Kentucky. Wlien ho regained his

health, he rejoined the Confederate army, h'cbruary. l^'l).'!, by enlisting as a
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private, in Major Lewis' battalion of cavalry. In xVuyiist of that year, he
was elected to the state legislature by the people of his native county,

and served during the j'ears from 1^03 to 186.'), inclusive. On August 7,

186"), several months after the close of the war, he was appointed probate

judge of .Jefferson county, by Lewis E. Parsons, provisional governor of

this state. In May. 1^66, he was elected to the position by the people,

and re-elected from and successively theroafttu’. up to and including

1884. In the last named year he resigned, and thereafter lived the life

of a private citizen. .Tudge Morrow was married, in to INIiss IMary,

daughter of IV. A. Walker, of Elyton. He has seven children living, and
two dead. The names of the former are: Emma C.. now Mrs. I. J.

Cahalan; Nettie, now Mrs. Dr. Ledbetter; Fannie S., Mamie, Hugh,
Katie, and Willie, ail of Birmingham.

J. P. Mcdd. the well known land broker, of Birmingham, was born at

Elyton, in 1879. He is a son of the late eminent Judge William S. Mudd.
^

He was educated in the schools at Elyton. and at the university at Ala-

bama, and graduated in 1>^79. x\fter his graduation, he began his business

career in a bank, but ill health compelled him to abandon so sedentary a

calling, and he embarked in business on his own account. In 1885 he

opened a brolver's ofHce in Birmingham, for the exclusive sale of stocks

and bonds, and his business at this time has assumed large proportions,

and is daily increasing. He is a man of fine business talent, and of large

and varied experience, in nearly all the lines of pecuniary pursuits, and

deserves to take high rank among the successful financiers of the IMagic

City. On October 3, 1883, he was married to Miss Eula Anglin, and they

W’ere blessed with two sons, William S. and .Joseph P. Mr. .1. P. Mudd,
is a member of the Episcopal church. His wife was a Presliyterian, and
died February lb. b^Ob. He is also a Knight of Pythia>. In 1889 Mr.

ISIudd was elected president of the Cential Savings bank, and when that

bank was consolidated with the People's Savings bank and Trust company,
he was made vicc'-president of the new corporation. He was elected an

alderman in 1"'"-"'. and served one 1erm, acting as chairman of the finance

committee. J. P. IMudd, as remarked above, is the son of W. S. IMudd, so

long an ornament of the Alabama bench, and a leading, and central figure

in the political and judicial history of tlu' state. He was born in Ken-

tucky, in H16. and came to Alabama, the following year. He was edu-

•

cated at St. .Jose])h's colle.ge, at Bardstown, Ky., and read law in the

office of W. K. Ba.ylor, Esfp. and at the age of twenty-three, he was
alread.v dividing honors in the le.gislature with sucdi nu.m as .lere Clemens,

L. P. Walk'er and IV. L. Yancey, and from the legislature to the arduous

duties of till' state solicitorship, and then to the circuit judgeship. As a

jurist, the name of .Judge Mudd, is a household woi'd among tb.ose people

whose dithu'ences he adjudicated. Avith tlie higliest intelligence and integ-

rit.v' for so man.y .vears. He was conscientious and trustworthy, faithful

and just, loving more the spirit of honor and e(iuity, than the a ofttimes.
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unjust teuchin.u's of tlie law. But he did not lose sig’ht of his oy'u affairs

while absorbed in those of others. He was a mercdiant for a number of

years, and acquired a most coni])etent fortune. Much of the earlj'

development of Birmingdiam was due to his liberal public spirit, having

built the tirst hotel in the city, worthy to rank as such. He was married

early, to Miss Florence Earle, of Jetferson county. The living children

of the union, reside in Birmingham. They are IMrs. Dr. !M. II. .Jordan,

Mrs. William A. Walker, .Jr., .1. P.. and Mrs. P. B. Clarke. He was an

Episcopalian, and died September lI2. 18^4.

Judge MTlliam S. 1\Iudd gleceased) was born in Kentucky, in HIO.

but was brought to Alabama when but a year old and educated in Mad-
ison and Lawrence counties, and at St. Joseph's college, Bardstown. Ky.

He gained his first knowledge of law in the office of AYalker K. Ba3Tor.

circuit court judge of .Tefferson county. Ala., and at the age of twentj"-

three was a member of the state legislature, in which body he served

three terms. He was then given the state solicitor.ship. and next placed

on the circuit court bench of .Jefferson count,y. and while in this high office

was stricken doAvu by death, September H-. —a communicant of the Epis-

copal church. The following extract is from Teeple & Smith's Histoiyv of

Jefferson count.y. Ala., published in "Judge ISIudd was eminently

a business man. Unlilce other great lawj’ers he did not neglect his own
affairs while immersed in those of other men. For many ^mars he Avas

a prosperous merchant, and accumulated a good round fortune in the

mercantile pursuit, Avith ,J. B. Earle as partner. W. S. BroAA'n and

William Hood, tAAm of Birmingham's uoav most progressi\m, actiA'e and

live merchants. Avere among their clerks, and received their business edu-

cation and tutelage under his direction. To him is due much of Birming-

ham’s material dcAadopment. Jii tJie earl}’ life of tlie cit}’ he Avas a

shreAA’d and potent factor. To him the cit}’ OAves the credit of building

her first public inn. the Florence house, AvortliA’ tlie name of hotel. In

this act he illustrated his rdiiding faith in the IMagic Cit.A’, Avhere he had
A’entured much of liis life's hard-AA’on t'arnings. AV hen the fate of the

Magic City Avas still irembling in the balance, and other much richer men
than he Avould mn venture eA’en in a stock company upon such a cloudy

sea, he boldl\' cast tlie die of his OAvn forutne. The ^success of the ven-

ture confirms not only his foresight, but also his practical common sense.

Judge Mudd married, in earl.y life, Aliss Florence Earle, a descendant of

the family of Earles, Avho Avere pioneers in Jefferson county settlement.

Tliej^ reared a large familA’. Their imposing residence, resting on a

wooded knoll in tlie valley on the skirts of Ely ton. is one of the most
beautiful of southern homes. A happy domestic life, AA'here sons grcAV to

manhood in the nurture of honorable example and sound precept, and
AA’here daughtei's, 'polislied like the pillars of the temple,' spread joy.

reigned there." The children now living all ncsidi' i u Birmingham. Whey
are Airs. Dr. AI. H. Jordan, Airs. AVilliam A. AA'alker, Jr., .1. I^.
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Murtd, a loading and Ilirivin£x man of business, and i\Irs. P. B. Clarke."

The venerable Bayloss E. Giaice, who is spending the decdinins: years of

his life at his home near Birmingham. Ala., and who was an old and inti-

mate friend of tin* late .Judge ISIndd. Avrites of him as follows: 'WeAvere

nearly the same age, and I Avas accpiainted Avith him from boyhood, and

corresponded Avith him Avhen he Avent back to Kentucky to attend college,

and that acfpiaintance and friendship ‘greAV with our growth and strength-

ened Avith our strength'. Tlie judge Avas rather of slender build, but pos-

sessed great power of endurance. I haA'e knoAvn him in his early manhood
to traA’el fifty miles in a day aiid part of a night on horsel)ack OA'er the

hills of shoal, rock and mud creeks, Avhen he Avas a candidate for the legisla-

ture. He generally rode at a gallop, and, on meeting a A’oter, Avould stop,

pass a feAv kindly Avords, and then start on to see sonn^body else. I believe

he Avas never defeated but once for any office to Avhich he aspired. He
served several terms in the legislature and Avas elected judge as often as

he wanted the office. Avith one exception, back in the forties. Avhen he

was defeated by the heavy Axte cast by the voters of the southern dis-

tricl for S. W. Harris. .Judge Harris Avas a member, I belieA'e. of the

Episcopal church, but Avas tolerant in his religious belief to all denomin
ations. He Avas a strong man in e\'ery Avay, and knit his friends to him
as it Avere Avith hooks of steel. In his death .Jefferson county lost one of

her greatest and best citizens and tlie bench an able and just judge.”

Dk. Francis D. Xabers, the Avell-knoAvn and popular druggist of

Birmingham. Avas born in .Jefferson county, in ls45. He Avas educated at

the university of Alabama. Avhich institution he left in 1852, to become a

lieutenant in the cadet troop of cavalry. afterAvard at lached to the Seventh
Alabama caA'alry. and knoAvn as company P. He held his rank all

through the Avar, and took part in the following battles; NasliAulle.

Franklin and Henryville. ais^l Avas severely wounded in the groin and

Avrist, at IMount Pleasant. Tenn. After the Avar, he attended the Tulane

Medical university, at Xoav Orleans. Pie graduated in medicine in 1867,

and locatf'd first, at Cotton Gin, Miss., and later in the Mississip]u Valley,

practicing at Vioth jilace.s about tAVO years, Avhen he Avent back to .leffersoii

county Ala., and practiced tAj'o years more, and in he and George M.
MorroAV locattnl in Birmingham and commenced their present [)rospor-

ous drug business. He has served four years as an alderman of the city,

and for the past tAvelve years has been presitlent of the Biianingham

Building Loan association. He is a director in the Phrst X'ational bank
and in the East Lake Imnd company, and is a consistent member of the

Presbytei-ian church. In Gfili. he contracted a matrimonial alliance Avith

Miss Mattie Pkiust. a daughtr'r of Samuel Pkiust, of Pulaski. Tenn. The
union has been Idessml Avith tAvo sons. P^'rank and Samuel. The father

of Dr. Xabers Avas P^rancis D. Xabers. a South Carolinian. Avho came to

Alat)ama Avhen a child, and Avas all his life a farmer. His Avife Avas»

Matilda Mullens, of Madison county, Ala. He died in lb52, and his Avife
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in 1.%!. They had nine cliildreu, five of whom arc living’, a.s follows;

"W. F., of Birmingham; Lucinda, wife of Geo'-ge W. Smith, of Powderly.

Ala.; Frances B.. of Birminglmm; ISIaTilda. widow of .Tohn INI. Lykes;

Dorinda. widow of S. L. Naijers ( tlieso last two children are twins).

WiLEiAM F. Xabers, a representative of the oldest and most respect-

able pioneer families of Birmingham, is the sou of Francis Drayton

Nabers. He was born August tl. in Jefferson county, and was
educated at the university of Tennessee. His life has been principally

devoted to agriculture, which he conducted on a large scale until about

1870, since which time it lias required all his time to look after his large

real estate interests, whicli have grown out of the' fact that he owned the

farm upon which the city of Birmingham is built, and, although he sold

large tracts of city realty from it. he still holds much land in his own
name. Mr. Nabers is a IMason, and belongs to the Episco]ial church.'

He was married, in h'r'tiO. to Virginia E. IVorthington, daughter of B. P.

'Worthington, and to them were born six children, five of whom are living,

as follows: Fannie, wife of J. H. IMcCary, of Birmingham.; Carrie, Avife of

Charles H. Abbott, of Slieffield, Ala.; Bessie. Emma and William F., Jr.

Robert H. Pearson, attorney at law, of Birmingham, Ala., was born

near Clayton. Barbour county. November 16. 1848. He is the son of

Benjamin F. and Harriet M. Pearson, both of whom were natives of

North Carolina, and they Avere married in that state. They came to Aho
bama, and settled in Barbour county in 1840. They Avei-e the parents of

six children, Robert H., being the youngest. One brother, Herbert, and
tATo sisters, are liA’ing in Texas, the others haYing died. Robert H.

Pearson passed the early years of his life upon the farm, assisting his

father in the labor incident to agriculture. He receiA’ed the rudiments
of his education at home, and taught scho<.d some time before attending

the uniA'ersity of Tennessee, and he afterAvard took a course of laAV at the

Cumberland university at Lebanon, Tenn. Leaving this latter institution

in 1871, he remoA’od to Birmingham, and early in 1872 commenced the

practice of the huv. having been admitted to the bai- in Union Springs,

Ala., in '1871. He is now the only hiAvyer in Birmingham avIao Avas a resi-

dent of the city Avhen he arrived in it. By his superior cpialitications for

business and law, ho has ama.s'sed a considerable amount of proy)erty. He
is the legal I’epresentative of many of the strongest corporations in Bir-

mingham, and is a director in many others. He has noA’er sought polit-

ical honors, and has seldom accepted of them, though frequently

requested to do so. He Avas chairman of the democratic executive com-
mittee of the county tAvo terms, and for four years Avas assistant solicitor

of the circuit for .Jefferson county. While ncA'cr holding office, except as

here stated, he has ahvay.s been a recognized leader of the democratic

party since he has resided in Birmingham. He is devoted to his jirofes

sion, and. as a consefpionce, his ]>ractice is l)oth larLT(' and profitabh*.. and
lie prefers to spend his life in the practice of the law. He is a imnuber
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of the ordei’ of Kniirhts of Pythias ami of the Protestant Episcopal

church. He was married in Birmingham in December, 1S7."), to Miss

Sallie Harrison, daimditer.of E- C. Harrison, of Dallas county, Ala. To
this marriaye tlu'ro has b('en br)rn one child, Maria. The father of Rob-

ert H. Pearson died in lSt)7. He hid two sons in the Confederate army,

Herbert and .James, w'ho served all through the war.

Henry W. Perry, a successful and leading merchant of Birmintrham,

was born in Marion, Pcnn-y county. Ala., July 1"^, and educated at

Howard college. He left college at the age of sixteen years, and became

a bookkeeiier for Love A Co., in Marion, Ala., and was with them seven

years, and then went to Sslma, Ala., where, he traveled for C. W.
Hooper & Co., for two years. He went to Birmingham in and
engaged in the wholesale tobacco business, and in which business he still

retains an interest. In HS7 he organized the Perry-Mason Shoe com-

pany, of which he is the president, the company doing a wholesale boot

and shoe business: He is a steward in the Methodist Episcopcal church,

and is unmarried.

Dr. Samuel Perry was born in Franklin county. X. C., Docemebr 14,

1832, and was educated at Howard college at Marion. Ala,, having come
to Alabama in Ibid, and located at iMarion, Ala. He left the latter col-

lege in 1830. and studied medicine under the tutelage of his brother. Dr.

M. P. Perry, a prominent physician of Warren county. N. Ci, and from

there he went to Philadelphia, and attended a course of lectures in

Jeft’erson medical college, and had decided to go to New Orleans, ami
graduate there, but a yellow fever epidemic intervening, he went to

Charleston, and took the medical course in the university of South Caro-

lina, graduating in March, 1834. He then returned to Alabama, took up

the practice of medicine at IMarion. and continued with go:>d success until

1887, wlien he decided to l/ve in Birmingham, his present liome. He was
president of tlie Perry county iSIedical so'‘iety several years, and is a

member of the IMethodist E[)iseopal church, ’of which for many years, he

has been steward and trustee. He only did ninety days of military duty

in the service of the Confeih.'racy. having boon exempt because of his

profession. He was married, in 1833, to Celina Jones, daughter of Will-

iam A. .Jones, of Alarion, Ala. Xine cliildren blessed tliis union, all of

whom are living. Tliey are Albert J.. Henry W., Samue], .Jr.. Charles .J..

Tunstall B., Fannie W.. wife of .John House, Jr., of Jvlarion, Ala.;

Anna P., wife of Rev. Hugh McCormick, now missionary at Zacalitas.

Mex. ;
Mary Jones I’erry. and Patty P. Perry. The father of Dr. Perry

was Samuel Perry, a Xorth Carolina farmer, who died in Hlti. at the age

of fifty-four years, and his mother. Eliza B. 'Williams, daughter of

.Harry G. Wulliams. of Xortli Carolina, and his Inaternal grandmother was
Lucy Tunstall. of the well-known Virginia family of that name.

Thoma.s Peters was born October 2h. 1^12, in Wake county, X. C.

His ancestors- wore one of tlie English families who settlml near Peters-
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burg. Va., in the reign of Charles II. When Thoinas th'ree years old,

James P. Peters, his father, niovecl from Wake county, N. C.. to Maury
county, Tenn.. and settled near Spring Hill. Fifteen years later the

family moved to Henry, one of the uestern counties of the state. After

receiving the limited degree of education which the common schools of

a thinly-populated couuti-y, then mostly in forest, could olfer. Thomas en-

tered his long and distinguished business career as a cdcrk on a steamer

plying between Nashville and New Orleans via the Cumberland and Mis-

sissippi rivers. At the early age of twenty-one. Mr. Peters was successfully

engaged in buying and selling lands in the southwestern states. He
bought considerable tracts from the Indians in' the northern counties of

Mississippi, who sold their possessions preparatory to their removal to

the trans- Mississippi reservations. In 1837. when twenty-five years old,

Mr. Peters married Miss Ann Elii^a Glasgow, of Tennessee. He tlien

moved to a [ilantation. and became a cotton grower. Five years later,

his wife died, childless. Nine years from, the date of his first marriage,

he married Miss Sarali .1. Irion. After ti'irteen years she died, leaving

a daughter as the ouly offspring. This daughter. Amelia L.
,
grew into

a rarely beautiful and accomplished woman, and became the wife of

Robert H. Henley, the lirst mayor o^" Birmingham. As contractor, Mr.

Peters built thirty-five miles of the ISlemphls & Cliarleston railroad. He
was living in IMernphis, as a real estate broker at this time, and beside

railroad worlc he took contracts on levee building along the ^Mississippi.

While living in Memphis, the war of 1801 came on, and he entered it w'ith

zeal.in his forty-ninth year. He was appointed, by the governor of d^en-

nesseee, and commissioned as chief quartermaster of the state troops.

On a more complete organization of the Confederate army, lie was commis-
sioned major in that service, and assigned to the duties of quartermaster

on the staff of Maj.-Gen. Leonidas Polk. klaj. Peters remained in the

field in this ca])acit3' until after the fall of Gen.. Polk and the assump-
tion of the command of tlje army of the Tennessee Gen. Hood. In

18(H, he was ordered to Selma to take command of arnu' transportation,

under Gen. Richard Ta^dor. Here the surrender of the Confederate

armies found him. He received his parole from the Federal authorities

in April, 18i>.'. and promptl\^ directed his energi('s toward exploiaitions

for ores and coal into the mounta.'ns of Alabama. Penniless and on foot,

he traversed the unknown forests, locating mineral lands, and making
the 'Wiiy plain to men of wealth, whom he declared, in his enthusiasm,

must come to them. Having accomjilished all tliat an,y one man miglit,

before tlu> railroads should })enetrato the favoiaal lands. Mr. Peters went
to reside in Minnesota witli his son in-law. !Mr. Henle.y, who was forced

to try that climate for his failing health. From tliere he went to Savan-

nah, Ga.. to engage in the cotton trade. In 180'.), he returned perma-
nently to Jeftorson countia Birmingham was not tlien on the map. He
settled in El,yton, the count\' seat, and engaged in mineral land specula-
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tions. and hi concenti’atinL'' on Jofforsnn county a most valuable .spirit of

inquiry. When the Louisville exjiosition of lHS:j invited the di.splay of

specimens of the mineral and other resources of Alaliania there, against

the protest of friends, who thought a man in his seventy-lirst year

should not undi-rgo the fatigue of the oltice, he went to take charge of

the large exhibit made by the Alabama railroads from their lands and

those liordering. He soon succumbed to overwork and an acute attack

of cold, and died, attended by many friends, at an infirmary in that city.

The remains were bi’ought to Birmingliam at once, for interment. When
the last offices of respect to the body were to be performed, the demon-

strations of public sympathy were complete. The houses of business in

the city were closed, and a great procession escorted it to the city ceme-

tery. Prom early life. IMaj. Peters had been an active member of the

Methodist Episcoiml church, south.

John Herbert Phillips. Ph. D. . the distinguished educator and

father of the present excellent school system of Birmingham, is a son of

the blue grass state, having been born in Covington. Ky., December 12.

18a3, and removed with his parents to Ohio when ho was not yet five

years old, and his early education was received in the public schools of

that state. In 1871 he accepted a position as teacher in a public school

near Charleston. W. Va. Here he taught until 1ST.'), in which year he

entered Marietta college. Ohio, and graduated in 188C. Upon graduation

he was selected over twenty-five other aiiplicants principal of the public

high school at Gallipolis, Ohio. He was re-elected with increased salary,

and taught there until 1
.t<83, in which year he resigned to accept the

responsible and important work of re-organizing and establishing the

public school system of Birmingham. In 1885 he was elected president

of the Cliautauqua class of 1889, and has delivered addr(v-,ses in connection

with that wo)'k at Chautauqua, X. Y.. and other important iioints. The
work done by Dr. Phillips, and the educational facilities of Birmingham
cannot lie too highly estimated when we 'Consider the importance of edu-

cation with reference to all the other resources of municipal prosigerity

;

rind the further fact that a stranger was called thither to work out cer-

tain desirable reforms. Avould seem to- assume a lack of home ability or

experience, and is ofttimes calculated to induce prejudice, but so well

possessed was the man of all the facilities of his Avork, and so Thoroughly
capable, was he of the Avork itself, that those Avho Avould haA'e otherAvise

arrayed tlieinselves against him fell readily into the trend of his theories,

vouchsafed their syni])athy and supjxort, a tribute Avhich abilitv and merit

ahvays exact. He Avas elect('d superintendent of schools in a close con-

test. over a gentleman avIio Avas a resident and a man of ability and of

great personal po})ularity. Dr. Phillips is a communicant of the Pres-

byterian churcli. a Knight Templar, and a nnunber of the Phi Beta
Kappa. He Avas married Decemlier 27, to Miss Nellie T. Cobbs, a
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daughter of Chaiieollor Cobbs, of Birmingham, a i-uly of rare Y;ersonal

charms and a distinguished vocalist.

Judge Mitchell T. Pouter, an. old-time and highly respected law-

yer and probate judge of Birmingham, came (U good old colonial ances-

try, both his parents having been born in the OhI Dominion. His father

was Mitchell xV. Porter. He came to ^Vhi'nama from east Tennessee at

an earl}’ age. and located at "Nlontevallo. Shelby county, and practiced

medicine until his death. The mother of Judge E'ovter also came from

Virginia. Her maiden name was IMary \Vade. Slie died in iSaO. .Judge

Porter is a graduate of the universit}' of Tennessee. Having left school

and decided ui)on taking a course of study for the legal profession, he
studied law in the office of the late Judge William S. Mudd, and was
admitted to the bar in 1870. He began th.e practice at Fdyton, where he
was associated with the late Hon. Albnrtc Martin. He entered the Con-

federate 'service in 18111. with the rank of captain of company C, Twen-
tieth regiment of Alabama infantry and served, continuously, until 18R4,

in the meantime having Vjeeii promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel

of his regiment: but on account of failing hgalth he had to resign. His
regiment was in some of the most terrible engagements of the war;

among them, the expedition into Kentucky under Gen. Kirby Smith, the

battles of Port Hudson. Champion Hills, and being besieged for two
months at Vicksburg. After the fall of Vicksburg, he returned home,
and represented his district in the state senate. In 1''81 he became a

resident of Birmingliain. Here he practiced law until 1SS4, when Gov.
O’Neal appointed him probate judge, and was elected, in Ib-SG, for a terra

of six years and again in l''‘!C. In l's53, Judge Porter married Miss J.

Catherine hlartin, a daughter of Col. .John Alartin, of .Jefferson county.

They have seven cliildren living—Mrs. Sarah E. Hanley, Mary C., Jennie.

John M.. Mitchell xV.. William xV. and Thomas W. J udge Porter is ai:

Episcopalian, and his wife a Baptist.

Col. Jajmes R. Howell came from Virginia to the territory of Ala-

bama in l''sl‘s. He was an adventurous youth, and a man of varied talents

and indomitable energy. When he reached Alabama it was a wilderness,

untouched by the hand of man. J^Ir. Powell farst stopped at IMontgomery.

a horse and >^i2t) hoiiig liis available assvts. From Montgomery he went
into Ixowndes county, sold his horse, and did wliatever his hand fomul to

do. Soon l)e became a mail contractor, and, later. ent(n-ed into the stage

coach business. IFis business prospered, and he drifted into cotton ])Laat-

ing, and became a member of the legislature. His stage coadi lim' soon
became a s(U’ious rival of Unit of Mr. HoVn-rt Jemison, who was a gmitle-

niau of great wealth, enterprise and iuteHigoiice. Mi'. .Jemisou laaseiited

the intrusion of Mr. Powell’s stage line, and a rate war was the. result

Mr. -Powell met him fully lialf way. and after they had practically ruined

themselves in mad rivalry, they came to terms, and joinml forct's, uiuler
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the title of Jemison, Powell. Ficklen & Co. "'.Vlien the Wrir broke out.

Col. Powell did not become a soldier. He remain<^d in Montgomery, and

used his rare powers of persuasi<:)n on behalf of the Confederate cause.

An instance of Col. Powell's service to the Confederacy nmy V.>e noted.

In the winter of 1>'G3. the Alabama river was frozen over, and Col. Pow-
ell promptly bent every available resource to hai'vest and store the

priceless crop. At this time artificial ice was unknown, and Pie blockade

of the porfs j)i evented any importation being made. When the accus-

tomed warm weather retunied. so diligently had Col. Powell worked that

he was offered dIO.OOO for his ice. He refused to sell it. and presented

the whole supiily to die Confederate army hospital- department. During

the war Col. Powell purchased many acres of cotton lands in IMississippi,

and entered into a contract with John C. Calhoun, grandson of the

famous statesman of that name, to operate liis idaiuation. Col. Powell *

offered wages, and negroes flocked to his plantation from the
2
^drts of

the country which had been longer settled. As a result, the colonel’s

lands were cptickly colonized, and rapidly increased in v'alue. Col.

Powell came to Birmingham shortly after the site of the town had been

located. He found it a city in the wilderness of a state, fresh from the

devastation caused by the Federal soldiers, and which was. at the period of

Col. Povell's location, governed most disastrously by aliens and negroes.

Col. Powell then became president of the Elyton Land company. Almost
every condition that can militate against the success of a city obtained

then in Birmingham. But despite these. Col. Powell sueceeded. His

nature rose to the exigencies of the occasion. He saw into the political

future, and reasoned, that as revolutions must make changes in the habits

of the |:)eople, the south must change from her old social and industrious

conditions to a more active, stirring mode of lift'. How successful Col.

Powell has been in building up the town of Birmingham, with its 40.000

inhabitants, is now a matier of history. Under his direction grants

were made by the land company to the city, o'f ground for parks; to the

railroads for yards and depots; to tlm cburches. for lots on which to

build houses of worship. His i^olicy was the most liberal, and he invited

capital and labor to locate in Birmingham. He advertised the coal and

iron resources of the surrounding country in every ]iart of America and

Europe, and so iutluential did he eventually become that the sol)i;i([uct Duke
of Birmingham, was bestowed upon him. In tlie spring of cholera

visited Birmingham. Daring the ravages of the pest. Col. Powell

remained at his post, nursed the sick and maintained oitler. In return

for this service ti>e citizens presented him witli a luindsoLue knife, manu-
factured in England at a cost of In 1^74 the press association of

the state of New York convened in Montgomery at his in^'itation. at the

same time as the Alabama ]>ress association met. The papers tlirough-

out the civilized world publislied the facts placed b(>fore these bodie.s. by
Col. I’owell, and attention was at (;nco drawn to the immense iron depos-
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its in the country .surrounding Birmingham. In 1874 Col Powell retired

from Birmingham to his plantation. In 1S78 he was invited to return to

Birmingham to canvass for re-election to the mayoralty. After a bitter

campaign he was defeated. He contested the election, and was again

defeated. He returned to his plantation on the Yazoo, and met death

from a pistol shot in the fall of 188:1.

Dr. Frank M. Prince, a native of IjU Grange. Franklin county. Ala.,

was born June (i, l''ll7. and was educated at the State university at Tus-

caloosa, where he graduated in 1848. He then went to Philadelphia, and
graduated from the Jetl'erson IMedical college in 1849. He located in

Dayton. IMarengo county, where he practiced with great success tor ten

years. From Dayton he went to Tuscaloosa. Ala., where he practiced

until the spring of GGl. In that year he was commissioned surgeon by
President Davis, and traveled throughout the various posts and encamp-
ments of the army, to inspect the hospitals. After the war he located in

Jefferson county, his present home, and built up the large practice which
he still enjoys. He is a member of the State IMedical society of Ala-

bama, of which he has been vice-president; is charter member of the

Surgical and Gynecological society, and was one of the committee of

three who framed the constitution: the Tri-State Medical society (embrac-

ing the states of Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee i, the Jefferson county'

Medical society, which he organized, and of which he was for many years

president: and of the Bessemer Medical society, of which he is its

present president. He is also a member of the Masonic fraternity, and
has been a master of .Tonesboro lodge, Xo. 31.o. for thirtj- years, the

I. O. R. M.. and the Methodist Episcopal church, south; a member of the

Historical society of Alabama, and has the degrees of A. iM.. B. A., and
F. H. S. fFellow Historical Society). He was married in 18r)(l, to Martha G.

Jordan, daughter of iMortimer and Lucy (Gray) .Iordan. There were
born to this union, thirteen children, and nine of them are living, as fol-

lows: Frank M.. Jr., Bessemer, Ala.: Ella M.. wife of .Tohn Briggs
of Bessemer: Livy, wife of A. iM. Robins m. of Abilene, Tex.; Belle,

wife of Dr. T. F. Robinson, of Bessemer; Lelia, wife of Dr. E. M. Robin
son, of Bessemer; Sallie. wife of R. H. Carter, of Johns. Ala.; Eva,
Maggie and E Iward. The father of Dr. Prince was Edmund Prince, a

native of Virginia, who came to Alabama in b-iila. He was an extensive

and wealthy planter. He died at Demopolis, Ala., in 1861. It is stated

that by the issues of tlie war he and his sons lost 1.000 negroes. Dr.

Prince’s motlier was named Elizabeth L-iwrence, of North Carolina. She
was the mothor <»f eleven children, of whom, however, only throe are

living, Capt. John Prince, of IMarengo county, Ala.: Dr. Prank Prince, of

Bessemer, Ala., and Dr. J. E. Prince, of Big wSiiriiv;|s, Tex. Of the chil-

dren who are dead. Ca])t. Oliver Prince was killed at Chickamauga. and
Lieut. E. L. Princa' di'a! in the hos])ital in tin' Confederate servide. The
mother of these children died in 1840, and the fatlicr mariied Miss L. L.
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Teri’ell. This second nraiTia,<^e was blessed wii h six children, only two of

whom ai'o living—Dora md Annie, who resi^le with their mother.

Ch.vrles H. Keed, the retired.nurseryman of Birmlngimin, was born

in lower Canada, in is;!4. He was educated in Beloit. Wh-;., and Cliieago,

111. He left school at the age of twenty^ vear.s, and lived with liis [parents

in Darlington. Wis. Here he engaged lit tlie nu.-S'n'y bnsincss until 1674.

when he removed to Birmingham and bought eleven acres of land from

the Ely ton Land Co., for 644U. and started a fruit nuisery. Tliis business

he made quite a success, and still holds three acres of the original eleven,

which are very valuable. He i» president of the Uhiodlawn Cemetery
conqiany. He was married April 11. lt<6o, at 'MiLvaitkee, lYis.. to

Margaret E. Motvers, daughter of Hazen Mowers, of that city, by whom
he has three children— Charles H.. Jr., Helen and Eugene T. Mr. Reed's

father was John Keed of Aew Hampshire. He married Caroline M.

'

Gaylord, a native of Vermont, and had soven children, two ol whom,
Stephen S., of Denver, Col., and Charles H., are living. Mr. Reed's

father died in b'^ul, and his mother in 1^75.

M. C. Reynolds, lumber dealer of Eirming'liam, was born in Shelby

Springs, Ala., September 6, 18.!>6. He was educated at the schools of

Shelby county, tinishing up his studies at the State university. He left the
‘ university’ in 1679, and settled immediately in Birmingham, where he
lived one year, engaged in mercantile pursuits, and then went into the

saw mill business, near Selma, Ala. He continued this business until 166b.

In this year he returned to Birmingham and established himself in the

lumber business, which he is now conducting. He is an honored member
of the Baptist church, a K. P., and a Mason in high standing. He was
married in 18i':i2, to Miss Ella Burgamy. daugliter of Dr. T. P. Burgaray.

The couple have three children—Clifton. Irene and Howard. IMr. Rey-

nolds is a son of Elisha Reynolds, a native of Tennessee, and was one

of the i)ioneers of the stock business in Alabama. His wife was Miss

Nancy Patty, a native of Tennessee. They were the parents of fourteen

children, of whom the following six are now living: Sallie, wife of S. D.

Brown, of IMobile; H. C., Montevallo. Aia.
;
J. M.. i\Iontevallo; Rev. M. P..

East Lake, Ala.: Nannie, wife of Dr. E. N. Lide. of Birmingham, and
M. C. The fnther of tlieso children died in L72. ami the motlmr in H-'i’

Dr. Edw.\ki) P. Ricos was born at Pleasant Hill. Ala.. November D!.

ISoS. His early etkication was obtained at the eonun.on schools of Dallas

county, in Alatiaina, and liis medical education at the college of ^hiysi-

cians and Surgeons, of Baltimore, from whii-h latiur institution lie gradu-

ated. foui'th ill a class of 417. in H-'L, tiiiishiug witii a s^mcial course at

Tulaiie Ivfedical cbllege in New Orleans: locating for practice, shortly

afterward, in Dallas county. Ala. He settled in Birmingham in 16'^3,

where he lias continued in successful ipraetice iqi to the present time. Dr.

Riggs is a member of the State Medical association, of which ho was
the orator in 1^91, and is likewise a member of the Jefferson county
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Medical society, and i.s prominently identitied with the Episcopal church.

He was united in marriau'e. in with Miss Fannie Minor, a dau.Lrhter

of Dr. P. B. Minor, deceased, of Greene county, Ala. One daug-hter,

Elise Riggs, was born to this union. 'The immediate ancestors of Dr.

Riggs are residents of South Carolina, where his father, Thomas Riggs, is a

prominent farmer. His mother, however, was a native of Virginia. Dr.

Riggs was one of a family of six children, four of whom still survive:

Prank Riggs, of Dallas county. Ala. ; Lvdia E. Riggs. Virginia Riggs,

and Dr. E. P. Rigirs. The mother of these children died in ISoT).

Dr. Benj.vmix Fh.vnklin Rili^y, the distinguished divine and educator,

was born near the village of Pineville, in Monroe 'county, Ala.. July 16,

1849. He was brought up under pious influences, and enjoyed the advan-

tages of good educational facilities. Desirina' a college education, he left

his home at the age of eighteen and taught school to secure the means of

a college training, and in September. l'^6'^. he entered Ei'skine college, a

Presbyterian institution of South Carolina, where he completed a three

years' course in 1''71. At the end of his college life, he made up his

mind to preach the gospel, although he pu'eviously thought of studying

for the bar, and accordingly entered the Southern Baptist theo-

logical seminary, at Greenville. S. C.. but his health quickly declined,

and he was compelled to return home to recover. When sufficiently strong

to resume his studies he entered Crozer seminary near Philadelphia, and
remained there until 1 m7G. June 21. 1876. he was married to Anna Shawe,
of Alabama, and in October assumed his first charge in the pastorate of the

Carlowville and Snow Hill churches, and in 1878 he was called to the charge

of the church in Albany, Ga..' and. during his stay of one year there, the

church greatly strengthened in members and efficiency, but the climate

was unfavoraVjlo to Dr. Riley and he returned to Alabama and took

charge of the church at Opelika, and from a poor, small xiarish he
built a large strong church. In 18'^2 Dr. Riley, was made editor of the

Alabama Baphist. tlien published at Selma, and acted as edifr)r one year,

with great alnlity. Rtdurning to the ])astorate he had charge of the Bapi-

tist church at Livingston, Ala., and during his four years' puistorate there,

was a constant contributor to numerous church journals. During this

time he ])repared and pmblished a work entitled Alabama As It Is. the

plates of which wej’e afterward sold to the state as a handbook of the

resources of the state. In August. he was called to the piresidency

of Howard college, a Ba])tist institution of p)rominence. situated, at East

Lake, J('fferson county. Ala. When he took charge hero he found a poor
p)ros})e(;t of Immediale l>righl results, tlie resources of the school were
ajipun’ently brolcen down, but before he had charge four years, the piat-

ronage had then been doidiled, the debts paid, five handsome brick buildings

erected, as a result of which the college now rank's as one of the first of

its kind in the south, drawing its pvatronage from ten clitferent .states.

Dr. Riley had the degree of D. D. conferred in from the state uni-
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versity, and in 1"^39, the same deyreo was conft'iTod by Erskine college.

The father of Dr. Kiley was Enoch Riley, a native of Jiicia^efield district,

S. C. His wife was Sophronia Autrey, 5f Alabama. The mar-

riage was blessed with the following named children •. Elizabeth, widow of

Lieut. R. M. Andress, who was killed at Atlanta; Cajh. T. M., of Monroe
county, Ala. ; W. G., of Evergreen, Ala. ; L. R.. of Monroe county; Kate IM.,

deceased wife of ,T. W. Butler, of Mobile, Ala.; Rev. Dr. B. P. Riley;

R. I., of IMonroe county. Ala., and J. A., of Austin. Te.v. Dr. Riley's

father died in 1^72, and his mother in l>'7j.

Samcei, Lowrie Robertsox, a prominent business man of Birming-

ham, Ala., was born in Jackson county, Ala., November 1833. but at

the age of four years was taken with his parents to Huntsville, Ala.

Here he attended the schools taught by Daniel B. Younv ami Dr. Carlos G.

Smith, and at the age of seventeen went to Jlississirpu to teach for a

year, ana thence to tlie university of Vii-gliiia where, on account of

limited finances, he remained only two years and. though not having
received a di})loma, but having talten half a do.zen honors in Latin, Greek,

mathetnatics and chemistry, he went thence to his mother's old state.

North Carolina, to study law. where, at Raleigh. December, is.lO. examined
by Judge Manly Battle, and his preceptor. Chief .Justice Pearson of the

celebrated Richmond Hill Law school, he got his license to practice law and

went to Charlotte, his adopted home, to open a law office ; but health failing

he went to his old home, Huntsville, Ala. where he was a brietless barrister

for the few months just preceding the Civil war. Joining the Madison
Rifles, which became ccmpan}’ D, of the Seventh Alabama^ regiment of

infantry, he served in it until it disbanded at Corinth, after one year s

uneventful service. Captured in north Alabama while sick, he remained
in prison until the Union forces evacuated Huntsville, August 30, 1^02,

where Capt. Gaston, making up a company of cavalry, he joined it and
served awliile with Gen. Forreit. with Gen. JV. T. Mirtin of ^Mississippi,

and with Gen. Wheeler. He was capture J a seconl time, no ir Mmlton,
Ala., and remained a ]n'isoner some six months at Camp Chase, New
Orleans, and Marine barracks, VicksVmrg, Miss., at the last of wdiich

places he was paroled in June. ISGu. Since the war he has been editor,

civil engineer and school teacher. He is now a tax assessor of .Jefferson

county. Ala. His life work has been education. t<j which cause he

devoted some eighteen years continuously, till elected to his p’-esent

office. He lias been, in a modest way, a literary man all these years, and
is now preparing a book of poems for publ ication. He is adjutant'of Camp
Hardee. Conte derate Veterans ; is a is )U and a Knight of Pythias, is

an Episcopalian, in wlij( di faitli his father, the Rev. John Murray Roiiert-

son, was a minister. Mr. Robertson was married at Tuscaloosa, Ala., to

the widow of Dr. William Norris, of Marengo county, in the year i>'71. and
has by this marriage six living childrmi. four girls and two boys, lo-wnt,

Stella, Annie Pi'ek, B(dle D., .Samuel Lowrie, .Jr., William J). O. and .Joanna
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Rebecca Mari'ay Robertson. Mr. Robertson is a states’ riybis democrat,

cast bis first vote for Breckinridge and his last for Cloveiand.

Dr. Tiiaddeus Lundley Robertson come witii his parents to Ala-

bama in his thirteenth year. He was born in Granville eoun+y, N. C.,

January 27, Is3f5. One source of his early education was atOxfoid, Ala.,

which place he left, in 1854. to study medicine v.dlh Drs. ^Villiams and
Smart. He road with these gentieineu four years as a preparation for

the university of South Carolina, whither he went during the years of

1857-8. Leaving college, he located at Springville. Ala., where he

remained until tlje fall of IsbO. This year he went to Jefferson Medical

college, at Philadelphia, and graduated there in March. 1601; returned to

Springville and remained until the follow’ing fall, when he moved to

Ashville, Ala., and practiced there until early in 1805. In that year ho
went to Oxford, and remained until 1607. He then returned to Spring-

ville, Ala., where he remained until 1"72. when he went to Oxford, Ala.,

where he remained until 18S7. in which year be settled in Birmingham,
his present home. He has been president of the .Tetferson county iMedical

society, and vice-president of the State Medical association. In Ib'tO he
organized the Calhoun county Medical society. He is a Mason in good
standing and a member of the Baptist church. Dr. Robertson has been

twice married, first, in 1802, to Hepsiabeth L. Herring, a native of Ala-

bama. They had seven daugliters. of whom three died in early childhood,

and Betty P., Rannie W., Annie L. and Ida M. grew to maturitjn His

first wife died in 1877. He afterward contracted a second marriage with

Mary C. .IVorthinglon. of Birmingham, by whom he has three living

children, Walter W., Jane L. , Benjamin P. Dr. Robertson’s father was
Willis B. Robertson, a native of Virginia. He was a farmer and school

teacher. He married Can.>line H. Coley, also a native of Virginia, by
whom he had eight children: the doctor and his brother, Elveus G., of

Oxford.* being, however, the only survivors.. His mother died in 1872,

and his father in 1662. As the name indicates, the Robertsons are of Cale-

donian ancestry, the earliest American founder of the family coming
first to Dehuvare and then to Virginia.

Dr. Thomas Ph RoBtNsox, one of the young and successful |)hysicians

of Bessemei', first saw the light of day in Blount count.y, Ala.. Juh'.

His primar.v education wuis aerjuired at Arkaclelphia. Ala., and be gradu-

ated in medicine at Vanderbilt university, Tennessee, in 18s0, In IS'^l, he

finished in the medical department of the university of Xash\ ille, Tenn.

He then located in .Jonesboro. *Ala.. and practiced there for .six years,

wdion lu' went to tlie Xew York Polyclinic institute and took a post

graduate course. He located in Bessemer, in 18''7. where ht\ in partner-

ship with his brother. Dr. E. iMiller Robinson, built up a largo and lucra-

tive practice. He was electial alderman of the cit.v of Besscuner, in 16j;s^

and rc-(dected in He Uelongs to .Tel'ferson county Aledical soc'et.v,

Alabama state IMedical society. Bessemer hledical societ.y, and the.



s

f

v:i II'/ !.( K jc-idil /• ii^r ,it(T

.1
•

.,,..i, .1 .1 Mir ‘ ViJ
•' ‘

' .,V..| ) ,,/> .-I 1 'W ioi oJ..., J«

,^..; ., M.IJ ^hi v.?:ir

}) V .7du'<:'. v: I iv <•.,'.•.•* >i%oc *•«

y^"''
,1 ••'/ n;;'--j]i'V'i ‘(bn!H o3 'fi <?-^rJq fhidW

‘

of bovvi'i! i.r i: y

'

( ‘,is\ ••;nJv->'>(:I<;‘i

,,; i-I .N-^i nt, -M'tif;-* Wim

.V.J?; 'tji-! •:>! If* i'ui t*!-' ji'idi'
•

*• •

,r.'io’ly.O V) iao-n *«rf
'

I ;. , fu hoaifiitifiM i>nii i:il[tv^cti*itj[?3

<"'iiij I

'

’vj)!
)
'M.' II * .ill /

lit/'.', ijTiicni ,>j ii.Miv .1/k/)y0 o) ia&yf

rn?ii h'.'MiiiCK'd' '‘‘i ’d‘»d7/ . liiA .itlliv

liit'i; I '•iiisiii^'i oii

.-jid 'iH .‘-niod
.i;i:.,i-ninrda (fi

,lii'.u.,

u'vhIviI/L -irrl^ 'mU

’"'''' ''* '

.5.wiii5^» Vvi-tmiU -'’lit
*««•» ‘i ’

^

:MJbrt«ie

'i? bMirwitn sidiwJ

dr .,.au /-I. ..VI. Iu:a

-lyi -.K nhi a ''(...A ,
V ..a

,7 oH ni froHv Otm *«nrt

,n a a .... .//

r. {^~rn J)H Midi^-Tra ki '/vtiaa .M ftilli

,>.,- ',: ,v .'../ .a 'itf(U>'ina irii-niisn 711

x.-'-id /4fi \nu ".d'>oh '>! .M-nblifl-. Tdi.r?B fo»d

.fi -vH .r.-..*7! -il I. vkl.l Ui.t ,1'V7. 7/0(5 .'4

; (
’! Mffi ,5;>oj;'d! ii.

rtOMO ''''l'
{. ?

J.‘
’ll H ^-i

-jdA ’ll.
1 j; ,v

,('' '.•liiii.iJ*/
’ •i.u‘7 ui ii

iiiLl .7,a-a.i7j..A’ 07 •

rli!-'/ .’iia'" 47 SiUor;"

Aid'/fl
.

: 1

/. ffOtf.l''.'

lO'Mit'Vli! b'*'' 1
>("* XI t

7;(- .iiio'.'UMi.V ’.! O'

'to ,.D 5l

!„
5

' 1 1
'

'
t'l'dii/ ;'*rl7'

'

-oil.a 'id

••jMimo'j /!./(U‘j- " 1^

'.i;iC.i7i'iV,f!‘! i 0‘J‘.

,i;;.-'i .vjisi- , ,7J

-sdi/n'C^ 9f! 1 ' Mx; ..ill/'

;>fl J-'-l 111 f

O’
»>''

' ii; ; j 1 -. :

*/-
'i 1

/ (;*»'. /,1h
.
i-l

i: 'ii.d btix; '-,

• ••|'^/t‘ll•4^ fri ‘.d '•‘i''!'

iCi-.fil 1.UUJ
' iMU>' '"1

'

,'•'•7^1 Mi ,
“i > 1

.-/('•d-Hii': li'" . 1
.

V/! 7

ni'>cf *f«ol55.0

>J Mi 's'.uUi.‘.l aid hna

It.: I'.Mi/.'- itmiiiob

vbl.l »U .•.'/i7/o(l

i(?(:n I
i! r >/.

7Ul'. 7/1.; ill!';'

1 ,,^ J MB 74,«tl<-X fn .7 10 v." • - --

„„«•, v,.-(. 1- :.lnil •II I'"- t«il .t'«"''f
«1

. ;;i, I,
,1.,!,»'•/; W I.«i"l''"l l'“ll.7lf•:; rlintinq sIH

„ ,x., ju../r - •,'rV>7ki<i tli<l-.'.I.niiV_)<i «..i7d;.im .<1 toW

, -ji7T..-fifu '; V. iwijui'ic'r'l' I'-"»"“| “‘I'l “I '"'Ixl"#

, 1 / „.>7il'...>.i ln:<! ,.I-'- •'•'ftk'"'"l' "'

.1. •

.y’.,,i •);/! 0*1 •'/ /.v»X '.11 «'J -‘rf rf-'^o7("

'!,i •o7irf.>/«/'i{,l' Ml l">d,'.'7ot 7tl otfitibu-is

j »n.-* i V j

'

ai'X.'-fi ' iii -

J1 .irfl'-J (li lv>t'7'>l5i-0‘i Jhib

IfiMil/'-il/. 'diui;



32(5 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

National As^ornation of Raihvay Surgeoiis, a.=; well as being a iMason,

K. P.. and a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. In Dr.

Robinson was happily wedded to Miss Belie Prince, daughter of Dr.

Frank M. Prince, of Bessemer, and by tli.it lady had ^i^e childi-en. of

whom Ellise and Tom Prince are living. The father ol the doctor is

E. ^Miller Robinson, a native of Georgia, who came to Alabama and

located at Arkadelpliia. where he si an eA'tensive iarmer. He was com-

missioner of Blount county for sixteen years. He serced two years in

the Confederate service as captain, when he was captured and sent to

Johnson's Island. He married Nancy Duncan, of Georgia, six children

being born to them, the four following of whom are living: Thomas F.,

of Bessemer; Emma, wife of A. C. McAnally, of Arkadelpliia: Dr. E.

Miller, of Bessemer; D. D,, of iVrkadelphia. The mother of Dr. Robinson
was the second wife of his father, his first wife being Miss Stamper, of’

Georgia, by whom there were four children: ,T. A., ox Ringgold, Ga.

;

J, T., of Ringgold. Ga.
;
James P., of Arlradelphia, and Amanda J. wife

of D. S. Rice, of Texas. Dr. Robinson's father and his six brothers were
in the Confederate army.

B. F. Rodex. the efficient president of the Birmingham Gas company,
was born in DeKalb county, in 1^14, and is tiie son of W. B. and Viola

Harrison Roden, his mother being the second cousin of the celebrated

A. H. H. Harrison, of Virginia. B. F. R iden was brouglV up on his

father's farm, and received such education as the common schools of the

country afforded. He served through the entire wmr in Polk's army and
at Shiloh was severely wounded, which required his resignation from act-

ive service in the field, and he Avas assigned to the commissary depart-

ment. After the war he attended IMcKenzie college in Texas, and was
engaged in the mercantile business at Gadsden. Ala. In 1"71 ho located

at Birmingham, ami since that time has led a most successful ixusiness

career, having been largely instrumental in building up the ]iermanent

prosperity of the town, as well as many private enterprises. He is the

founder and president of the Avondale L md campauy. on:^ of the found-

ers of the Birmimz’h:un Gas and Electric Light c(.)inpauy, as he is also uf

the Birmingham Chain works: president of the Birmingham Insurance

company, and one of the directors of the Birmingham National banlc. ;ind

of the Alabama National bank. He tvas an aldermati for ten years, and

founder and president of the first street railw;iy of Birmingh:un. The
father of IMr. Roden was a farmer, and tvas in the Seminole war in

Florida, and Ids grandfather, John B. Roden, tvas Itorn in South Caro-

lina and went to Keinmdcy with D;mi('l Boone. H(‘ was an engineer in the

Avar of lsl2. Avliile' his giA'at-giaiudfather. .lerry R )den, Avas an orderly'

sergeant under Gen. Francis Marion in the Revolutionary' Avar. In

Mr. B. F. Roden married Miss Emma Itidlake. of Perry' county'. Ala.

They have tive children. Viola H.. Floreuci' L.. Ijillian, MaVxdle aud
Benjamin. ,Tr. B. F. Roden entercal the )td'cd('rato serA'ice during the
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lattor part of the -war as assistant surc'eon, most of his professional

services beiii" confined to the camps of instruction, located in Alabama.

Gen. E. W. Kucker.

—

Edmund Winchester Rucker was born .duly 22.

1886, in Rutlierfoi’d count}’. Tenn., and received such an education as was
afforded by the common scliools of W'ilson county, in tiie same state. Ho
spent his early youth on a farm. At the age of eighteen he left the

farm and wem to Memphis, where he engaged in civil engineering and

was, at the opening of the war. city engineer of that city. He went
early into the war in a company of sappers and miners, and was assigned

to duty building defenses on the lMississi[i]ii at Columbus. Ky.. and at

Fort Pillow. He was second lieutenant of engineers in the state service

until 1862, when he wuis appointed lieutenant of cavalry in the regular

army of the Confederate States, and assigned to duty in the artillery

corps, and placed in command of a battery at Island Xo. 10, of Avhich he

held command until the surrender. Duiing the war Gen. Rucker ttid

good service in the commands of Gen. Polk and Forrest at Knoxville, at

Corinth, and at Chattanooga, and was also in command of the post at

Kingston, Tenn. . Later on, he commanded the Twelfth and Sixteenth

battalions of Tennessee cavalry, being promoted by President Davis to

the command of "Rucker’s Legion,” and afterward brigaded with Gen.

John P. Pegram. remaining with him until the evacuation of Chattanooga,

after which he was placed in command of a brigade of cavalry, and cov-

ered Polk’s retreat from Chattanooga, and was again attached to Peg-

rams cavalry and fought at the battle of Chickamauga. Early in 1861 he

was placed in command of a brigade until he was captured in December
of that year. He was twice severely wounded at the battle of Harrisburg,

in front of Nashville, while covering Polk’s retreat, and having made
nine separate charges, he wms wounded and lost his left arm, and was
captured. Being in command of a brigade at the time, he was called

"general,” though he was never commissioned. This title, he has. how’-

ever. always disclaimed. He was a wuirm personal friend of Gen. Forrest.

Gen. Rucker has tlie honor of having done gallant service in the follow-

ing battles; Bidmont, Island N.j. iO, Chickamauga. Brice's Cross Roads,

Harrisburg, where he was twice wounded—through the right arm and
right leg; Franklin. Tenn.. Nashville, where he lost Ids left arm. and
was captured and held prisoner, lying in the hospital at Nashville for

two months. He was tlnm paroled and sent ttuth others to Johnson’s

Island. He was tinally exchanged, and was on his way home when Tjee

surrendered. xVftcr the war he returned to IMemphis, and, in company
with ( len. Forr(‘st. took a eonti'act to build foi'ty miles of the IMtunidtis

& Little Rock railroad. In 1>66 he came to Alabama, where he did con-

siderable railroading during the two succeeding years, and was then made
superintendent of the Salem. Marion fx lMem])his railroad, which office

lie held until H''!. wlian he remov('d to Bii'iningham, his present home.
He is vestiwman in St. Mary’s Episcopal church; jiresident of tile Birm-
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ingham Compr*\ss and Warchouso company: president of the East Birm-

ingham Iron Rooting and Corrugating comjiany: vice-president of the

Sloss Iron and Steel company (the second largest in the world); was for

some time vice-jiresident of the Alahama National bank, of which he is

now a director; vice presidimt of the xVmerican Coal company, one of the

-

finest in xVlabama; an alderman of the tov:n of Highlands, and director

of the Alabama Loan com])any at Selma. He has been married twice.

His first wife was Mary A. Woodtin. who died not long after their

removal to Birmingham; to them were born three children, IMary, Louise

and Edmund, all of whom arc now living. He afterward, in 188(5. mar-

ried his present wife, IMiss IMary T. Bentley, of Columbus, Tenn. His

father was Edmund Rucker, of Virginia, and his mother was Louisa

"VVinchester, daughter of Gen. James Winchester, of Tennessee, The
founders of the American branch of the Rucker family came from
Amsterdam. Both of his grandfathers. Thomas Rucker and .James Win-
chester, were distinguished officers in the war of 1612.

JoHX W. Sears, M. D.. was born at Sandy Hook. Va.. January 21.

1830. He is a son of Robert H. and Mar.y
(^
xVllon ) Sears of Loudoun

county, Va. His education was attained at the Flint Hill academy, and
from private tutors. At the age of eighteen years, he engaged in the

study of medicine, under his father's instructions, who was a prominent

physician in that section of the state, and after a full medical course of

study in the university of Pennsylvaua. Philadelphia, graduated in xVpril.

1850. He engaged in the practice of medicine, in conjunction with his

father, for five years, and then he removed to Chattanooga, Tenn.. where
he formed a co-partnership, with Dr. L. Y. Green of that yjlace. In the

spring of 1858, he went to Summerfield, xVla. , where he remained imtil the

beginning of hostilities between the states. wh?n he espoused the Confed-

erate cause, and accepted a position as surgeon in the Confederate army.

He was for a short while at Charlottesville. Va.. associated v. ith Prof.

John Staige Davis, who filled an important chair in the medical depart-

ment of the univei'sity of Virginia. Immediately after this, he organized

the hospital at Warrenton, Va.. and had charge of it until the evacuation

of Manassas, in iMarch, 1SG2, and was there ordered to join the Seventh
Virginia regiment, under Col. James Kentper. afterward. Gov. Kemi)er,

of Virginia. He took p;irt in the seven days' tight around Richmond, and
also the second battle of Manassas, and immediately after the latter, was
ordered back to Warrenton. and remained there until after the battle of

Sharpsburg. and tlnm reported to the medical directors of the army, hn’

duty, and was associated with Drs. Samuel H. Moffett and .Tosi'ph E.

Clagett during the rest of tlie war. After tlie war was over, he returned

to Alabama, and hjcateil in .lefferson county, and in 1^71, while Birming-

ham was still an embryonic town, began practicing t'nere, and since then

has passed through all the stages of her development, and has seen her

grow to be the most considerable iron center, and manufacturing city, in
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r-.li/. a vulI/. .iv-viblifbj £)&itft .T!bf»'‘>W icn/lf oJ

.^*;.)i rr-r!! ni ,hiu/n'’Slu -aH .?i;<ir/H VA.*r -no auah^ V> Ilii ,bmiittba bi^

,.fU ...KlinoJuO la .yaUbotl T vjd4 .eliw Jn'^'iq «d

/arcJ >C7» i-nUom »hi bm Mulxsr/ to .Mo>fa«5I towt)a

e,dT v,»?.;^.anfo/r U» fT«*0 1t>

fuoTlauijso yiiiaiA 1a..4 iur.MvaiaA ©dt lo

.nil/ >.niml bao -nrA mS^ A»,modT »af l«» ..m/jbndaa»A

t«y/ tsilj fti bedatnitti^aib

.1- v'i««0Ar.-:..«v b'H'd .^.hv ..am ,»>u:i8 .w /

lii.obW J lo hiw .H *1ob«5J to ooaji 8t

l.rsr v(Xi4v«nii IJiH juiri ‘*rff MaiixJJi? iiolMoitb^ HtH .«/ //.Introo

;tit ni bo:,.xcr<. yd >.x«.x to atj ^A

Mmritrtrrj-f 0 ^iUT/ oflv/ .ertoib^ff ft^ab fe Vofifti

lo .A^iooo i^ioibyin Hut « ’tottfi i>n« .otirta ^arfJ «r n«iOJ8xrfq

.ii,.jAnt .uidii!ob«Iiir^ .BuRYi^.nay^l lo v-rr!«avj (*di nl ^Jwi8-

„wi drl77 muioniiUtoo ai to *w"r'A»iiT odJ at

oj^-i-/T . niK.T c-1 nbfttt ban tot

odV ar .Jui Lit lony-nO Y 4 .-.Cl do ./ .cTi4E-.on>i,mpao n

ydJ btnn boobon'.'-i ob otobw -.4A .Wyiiny.’aiwa^

w.n'^ 9»a-ra>ot.»4 mil iii m ooilUo^i «

,Y^,q Hjiv |V>r«l->oAf.n .>/ >?ITr^4ioH«.rtO ia ^thWr a tot

^jK <fAb tA'-iifriin yiH Of 1{W"> •>ia,rf('{nd jTii bolfft o.lw .AitjXl 5>^Lflt8 ttflo

roHiiii.onvo o4j biircf 3i io 0^^‘iAtl'j b«H hm M 'i mmmnnfl
f

tUwv’-jta mtt nloi ^-1 hyrdm DTfAHi f>u-fr b(w /xmt .«B8an«^4 ^

iMin .babimfair fyinfu'Jii JifT-.H ii^’f.^- 'wfi nf >im^^ 4f

to AtirA ‘raitii iBdJi y-ia/O bofriaflMT T»hk oS lioijd b^/ebw

iot 'lui-m id) to ^«o)aoyfb ffibHy^in odf aJ botioqt»i |I•M|J bnn r^tudsfn^da

M ,|Li,„i. Irfh. U'flnVj.i! I..1M«« iltlw l...»l-.o»»,i ««*

h-Mwm^A .vriti m'" wi »ilf i-wlA .'.»•" •>«( O »*«
.'’f/'*'"’’’'’

.,nli«W sli<l-» .‘>1 !«• tali' .vaoo® taw»'W. m tata^

si .-Ili-I wiluiKiBtsnSiil bus ,teiH‘>’J iun1j|U'Wtata-.»ua IfwO' »>!l <*> '"<"»
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the same space of time, in the south Dr. .Sears Is a ^raiicl senior

counselor of the State Ivledical association, and. lias served one term as

vice-iiresident. He is also a member of tiio JetTcison county Medical

society, and for a number of years y’us chairman of the county board of

censors. He was married in Apri!, 187)7, to Miss Theodo.sia A., daug'hter

of Alexander and Catherine Spiiier .Cindlay, of Abingdon, Va. Dr. Soars

has an adopted daughter, Ella AV-wbourne. now Mrs. .John D. Elliott of

Birmingham. He is a free and accojited Mason, and filled the jiriucipal

office, in the royal ai'ch chapter, wliile residing in Cliattauooga. Tenn
Both 'Dr. and Mrs. Sears belong to the hlethodist Flp.iscopal church,

south.

Gen. Charles M. Shelley.—This well known citizen of Birming-

ham, Ala., was born in Sullivan county, Tenn. He y as educated principally

at Talladega, Ala., where his parents had iocated in 1837. His father

was a contractor and builder, and at the early age of fifteen, having-

learned the trade of bricklaying, he was already contracting for work on

his own account. He lived in Talladega until the war broke out. and in

Februaiy, IHU, wont with the Talladega artillery to IMobile, having been

lieutenant of that company. Upon the return of the company from
Mobile, he was made its captain. In April, Iflil, he accompanied the

Fifth regiment to Pensacola, and remained until April 13, when he was
ordered to Virginia and served a year there. In February, 18t‘>2, he was
commissioned a colonel, and organized the Thirtieth Alabama regiment

of infantry, and was assigned to Eains' brigade, then to Barton's brigade,,

and .served in the latter through the east Tennessee and Kentucky cam-

paigns. He was then in Stevenson's division of Bragg’s army in front of

Nashville, Tenn. ; was then ordered to A'icksburg. and served until the

city was captured, when he surrendered and Avas paroled. After his

exchange, he engaged in the battles of Lookout Mountain, and of Mis-

sionary Ridge. Upon the retreat to Jonesboro, he was put in command
of a brigade In November. l''fi-l, he was 'commissioned brigadier-general,

and served all througli the Tennessee campaign; after this was ordered

to Danville. Va., where he was Avhen Gen. Lee surrendered. He took

part in the following battles: Farr's Cross Roads. Va., July 17, 1801;

first battle of Bull Run: 7iight skirmish in the peninsula in Virginia:

cavalry skirmish lu'ar Accotink. Va.,' also Tazewell. Tenn.; siege at

Cumberland Gap. T(mn. ; also Perryville, K.y. : Chickasaw Ba.you. Port

Gibson. Baker's Creek. Vidcsburg, Lookout klountain, iMissiorary Ridge,

,
Rock}' Face, Powers Valley. Resaca. Mai-ietta, New Hope church,

Atlanta and .Tone.sboi-o. ,Vfter reei'iving his cf)mmission as brigadier-

general, he was in the l^attles at Decaiur. Ala., Columbia. Tenn., Nash-
ville and Franklin, Avhere he lost 432, killed and Avounded, out of 1,100.

his horse Avas kilh'd under him. and seven holes Avere shot in his clothing.

In October, iMil. Gen. Shelley Avas ])laccd in cemmand of Cgm Cum-
ming's brigade, Avhich he reorganized, after it had been badly denioral-



It-

'mi

:f
:^,f

OM .YTr. ip:> munm^u JAkoesiaft',
,

,

,

,

'

i

•:oih;» btu:r:« s^ rJ m1 (1jik« }#ftJ j<i W <w«qa odi

ii(*(’5*J„-'>iii> »>*i7iv»i fiutl t>fin !^tfl Yo lOl^fJWOO

viiwo't iio-'.T »TfitiT. '.'rtJ !<> vkinHjfu a o^lti t^J «H

V 'l*‘5*.‘-Kf •{ i^i/oo O'l; 1<> na;iM!ii!Jc» «Ji*v T;o •fwif:i4ii bai! .'v.Jal'XJJ!'

IA r.!>?vfuj i'T ..I ,ihq/> td l.-.inuhi mwi/ »H >ioa«<»d

i-'tvi'.-**- Ml .i-V .fTol'-'^iucJA \o .7aiI#prJ wU-jmUV.) bw •iflbflHXofA lo

'll) .U n\[o{. 7/oif .'i'oubj.onh i^.uqobc nn aod

} C' ji'tiij'ju wh f'liM ,.'I>'>r->;M fj'jii y>’i'J js «i oH

(t^tvT ./^iio<-l!l;^Jf;fiV> i)f klUhrP'j^fftHh dyia liri/ri ‘*if} m ,0'.^tfio

,il . uin-j t^<ii;. riilJ OT »x*tt>c5 .«*rl4 htrn .iCI rllftil

,rft«ca

i<“< ffStyfO aT700J^ MiW feh(T**»V!!iJi4F<H<^' M fiXJilAtiO :Z^f)

y;1.4'{i-Kfhti b'j.tf:«7,by i>j) w ^Ti mwjX fH/ilivS «r inCKf aoTr ^.olA ,rtj«rf

rii liWK/^oi bufi ait( fty'^ffrr .alA .s'^’^beHiiT ts

“^iH '.’!)i lo 07'i? wit l»r>e.w)^nrt(roo 0 saw

no j'J'n. w 7o;i t^d wit boaitfol^';

ni J:»np ,jmu h^xv>*,.t1 ,‘>di «i br^ii 'fW .inmn'm tr>/o ehi

jio-nf Mkh^U u( *>H1 dJi'w inai/ .r*Wl

uMtf) initqxiro'. exit l5o snsifri dtlj .•.•^ai;«iA«c-> »«di lo

'>th U'iit! /iff (h*ri‘.>h 'n( .!hq/^ nl -nUij'fny es'W od ,*>UdoM

'>'• 'jii fi >ii v ,J;U ti'n(A itJiiP b*iB .alrtiniitjf'i*/]

«j;. .v '4u, .i;<^I .v.'fHM'ioV'i f»T •ii',»v, a l»i»> m!il?>‘dV orfte’iofetb

oinwiuIA .It-^Ir iidT •jdf rt

'

,')I)K';4nd « qI i!C7/' bna .yriitn/ilxif 5o

|>;Ui »firt^f»nnyT '^dt '<‘*Jt*H: wit ai b?ivtaa^'f)niB

Jo Uurs') ai -^'/u'liv 'io uftiaiVtb ^kroMkj'i^yi'^ al 'jodt ‘«6V7 yH
0(1 j litMi; Imfl .’^TfidfeilyiV -.Ttf '; .nusT

f'ld 'X«t!}/. Jj‘.-iO-j 'xif’ hfCr.’ iufJi JJ»4 , aflv/

'

-:ii'/ ''a ba-B .rnPlJiJK'l'/* •U M'gttaA'JX.a

'ito'> ni jufj ?4iv7 ‘'d /'7odPV‘/J<*^ 'di rotf S ^'lonofe^

4^h

-,'SI

!

( t:

In r«-i<iOi^'i<iinino'iS)B7/ df.'”'*! t' jtl 'dtcjifid j{ 5o

l.. i: ih'fii <.,.;! 'i'>r}y. : n’swjjffi? r^owMjH'iT *»ift rl^tniyd) Hu Ijft’/ttw bae

iiooj yli Jr;'"'':-bnx,ntfa 09J m(*Q' unr/- M ^#*rniw |.aV .allfVpijCbo)

:b‘'PI .U cic/l. ,.«7 '4%^"^ ; ^stfr wh fti ^7«tr

;ur/n;,Ti7 nt oii.-nirj'iff 'udjif \UtH tdJlud

fr ; M-nu !' .ll-:.v/t.;o:T f;^fe 7-u7 'iiHji A*']hvuMIk

rit 'l yoy,na ; .7vl ,oi(i7Xrf-»^ :,na<*T .qaO fcnnhwirtiup

,oiii>(}T 7;iuic?i^f"tl4 .ajutapPM ,4tb«s^<lV «'79>li>U .rioadiO

-qoH v/«>K xiiJx-»r}W ,aw?A5T xd^dSt^

i iiutijjj'ul .''ttlA <> lOtH/viiot Imiu

d>«V!J. .HHUfulkt'J ,ifiA ,'ip)Ji^*Al )u t-Mtinii ‘nii fff uH'ff r*(l

Jmu ,i !tu iv0 ,biifu^tio7/ I’Jttd bAsti/sI Mi Imu* *>inv

.l^irirfiojo ai tiJtift s>7oy/ aW!*i bti*t .dfid yobaif h*vl{iW HBW ifViod aid

'tnoO o^ii^ To fvntwufi rj rrf. h*>7®ti| »ffw v/>flwfH^ ,70<Mi90 rtl

Xlkiid n ^Ml had H ivihf Jm}fnt)> n*n7 'jrf iWd« ,5*b«:<i id «'T4«iin

#.

. ^



MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.33U

izi'cl and cut up g'enorally by hard cainpadgring. In after all the

Alabama trooiis were combined in two brigades, Oen. Shebej* was
placed in command of one them. In June. Ibf35, he wa.s ma’U’ied to Kath-

leen McConnell, daughter of Felix Grundy TvIcConnell, a distinguished

Alabama congressman. On June Mih of that year, he started for South

America, but was taken sick in Louisiana, and remained there a year,

after which he resumed his business as contractor and b-ailder. Ho took

an active part in i>olitics, and in l'^74, v as ajupoiiued .sheriff of Dallas

county. He served two years as sheriff. He was then elected to congress

from the Selma district, and served with distiuction for four consecutive

terms. After his voluntary retirement from congress. President Cleve-

land aiipointed him fourth auditor of ihe treasury, which office be held

four years. Upon his return from Washington, lie settled in Birmingham,
Ala., where he has since resided. In September, IdtC. when it became
necessai'y to make a mighty effort to keej* Alabama in the democratic

ranks, the state executive committee created a campaign committee, to

which was entrusted the duties and responsibilities of supreme command

;

with one accord, the chairmanship of the campaign committee was
entrusted to Gen. Charles M. Shelley, by w'hose wise and courageous

conduct a brilliant victory was achieved. Safe in the confidence and

affections of his peojde. he noiv stands at the head of public affairs in his

state, in that enviable position which can only be held by a disinterested

leader without office. He has two children. James Etter and Elizabeth

McConnell. He is a Mason and Odd Fellow: also a member of the Meth-

odist E]iiscopal church. His father_was 'William P. Shelley of Tennessee.

Dr. Edward H. Siioi.l, one of Birmingham's leading physicians, tvas

born in Hanover. Penn.. SeptemVjer 17. 1>^32. and was educated in Xew
York by Daniel B. Hagar, for thirty years principal of the Femalo State

Normal schools, of ^Massachusetts. He entered Princton college in Is.'iO;

together with Judue Thomas W Coleman, of the Alabama su])reme court,

and Col. W. A. Percy, deceased, of Greenville. Ala., and Dr. -lo.seph Jones,

of Tidane university. New Orleans, gradualed in Hr)3. After leaving

Princeton, he taught a select school in Eutaw. TVla., for ten months.
In 187)4, he entered the Pennsylvania ISIedical college, where he graduated

in and located in Clinton. Ala., where he remaimxl until October.

18.")7, then removing to W'ai-saw, Ala. In INlay. 18bl\ he entered the

Confederate service, with the Thirty-sixth Alabama regiment, and served

as a private until December of that year, when he was appointed assis-

tant surgeon, and sei'ved as such during the rest of the war. the last

seventmm im;>nths of which time were spent with Gen. Foi'rest's old

command. He served in the following engagements: Bolivar, Tenn.,

March, Harrisburg, IMiss., July 12, 13, and 14. 1SG4; Lafayette, Ga.,

June 24, 1^04; Hurricane Creek. IMiss.. August, 1^04; Memphis. Tenn.,

August 21. 1H‘)4; Athens, Ala., September 21, HtU: Sulphur Trestle,

September 27. I>(i4; Ihdaski, Tenn.. Sei)temb(«r 27, Ubl; Huntsville,
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Ala.. September 30, 1804; Athens, Ala., October 1, 1864. xVft(>r this

splendid military experience, he was jjaroled at Gainesville. Ala.. IMay 11.

186,'). He practiced medicine at Gainesville, Ala., after the war. until

May, lss3, when he took up his residence in Birmingham, xVla., and still

practices there. He is a member of the state board of health and

censors. He is also chairman of the committee of health, of .Tefferson

county, Ala., and also chairman of the charity hospital staff, of Birming-

ham, Ala. For the past twenty-five years Dr. Shoil has been a large

contributor to the medical journals of the day, and many of liis articles

have been widely c.(i)ied, and are now embodied in the general medical

literature of the day. Among his latest, is one entitled: “ The Xegro.

.

and his Death Rate, " published originally in the Virginia Medical Monthly,

in June, 1''91. He was married, first, in April, InTub to Miss Sarah Ann
Pearson, of Greene county, Ala., and to them was born one son. Edward.P.

Sholl, now in business in New Orleans. The second marriage took place

in February, 1'06, to Miss Ellen Raymond Stillman, daughter of Rev. Dr.

C. A. Stillman, of Tuscaloosa, Ala., and to this marriage were born four

children: Charles S., Emma, deceased, 1^78, IMary Hammond, and Will-

iam Nace. Dr. Sholl is an active member and elder in the Second
Presbyterian church, and is much interested in church and charitable

work. His father was Rev. Dr. William N. Sholl. a Lutheran minister of

Pennsylvania, who died June 12. 1889. and his mother was Henrietta

Wampler, also of Pennsylvania, who died August 6. 184").

Dr. Joseph Rieey Smith.

—

Probably the oldest living native-born

physician of .Jefferson county, Ala., is .Joseph Riley Smith. IM. D., now
retired from active practice and living upon the income of wealth accpiired

in his younger days. His birth took idace February 6, 1818, in the county then

known as Blount, in the territory of Mississi})]^ i. but now known as Jef-

ferson county, in the state of Alabama. It will be seen that the doctor is

really older as an individual than Alabama itself as a state, as its admis-

sion into the Union did not occur until 1819. His father. John Smith,

was a native of Union district. South Carolina, where his parents had set-

tled upon emigrating from Wales. His mother’s ancestors were Irish and
her parents among the pioneers of Kentuck}'. Her maiden name was
Sallie Riley, and her place of nativity, Rockcastle county. Ky. They
were married in Lincoln county, Tenn., in 1814, and, soon after, learning

of-the beauty and rich soil of Jones valley. Ala., were induced to emi-

grate thither, and settled upon a large tract of land iiear Elyton. a por-

tion of which is now owned b.y the Wheeling Furnace com])any. They
resided ippou this land, wdthin a lialf mib' of their first location, until

their deaths. John Smith was a farmer, and pursued cotton planting,

owning, jirior to the war. about sixty slaves: lie was well aud widely
known, serving for man.v years as magistrate and county commissioner,
and, at the time of his death, in October. l"'7t). was the owner of 2.o(io

acres of land, which is now among the most valuable in Alabama. The
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mother of Dr. Josepli R. departed thi.s life in April. l'^63. She tvas the

mother of ten children—David, now living at Crawfordsville, Miss.;

Joseph R., William D., a resident of Jeffeison county; JohnB,, lieutenent-

colonel of t)ie Thirtieth Alabama regiment, who was killed at Vicks-

burg; Octavius S., who represented Jefferson eouuly in the state legisla-

ture one session, died in 1SG7 ; Thomas, tvas admitted to the Jetferson

county bar in 1^72. emigrated to Texas, served as captain in the Confed-

erate service, and while clerk of the court of Smith county, was accidently

killed; George W., of Jetferson county; Susan AVea\ er. livi.ng near Colum-

bus, Miss.; Sarah J. Baird, aIic died in 1583, and Lucy. Dr. Smith
received a good education in youth and early manhood, having been sent

to Union seminary, Murray county. Tenn., one of the best educational

institutions in the south at that early period. thei'O to prepare himself

for the course of study which resuited in the adoption of his jirofession.

This study was ijursued under the able supervision of Dr. James Kelly,

near the Smith homestead, from the time of his leaving the seminaiy, in

the fall of 1838, for the period of twelve months, when a wider scope of

medical education was sought. Lexington, Ky., was the point decided

upon for the finishing chapter of instruction in the medical art. From
the medical deiiartment of the Transylvania university he graduated in

1841, and then for two years practiced his profession with all the success

that so small a ])lace could afford, and then went to Elyton, where for

forty-three years he has resided in one bouse, employed constantly in

medical practice until 1870, when he engaged in mercantile pursuits, later

adding -a branch establishment in the thriving city of Birmingham, and
these two establishments were i:>rofitably conducted by him until his retire-

ment in 1883—a wealthy man. rewarded for his attention to his business

affairs and fair dealing with his patrons. In U14 Dr. Smith married
Margaret Harvey Jordon, daughter of Mortimer Jordon, a native of Geor-

gia, and a sister of the late Dr. M. H. Jordon, of Birmingham, Ala. To
this union there were born twelve children, four of wliorn died in infancy

and eight grew to maturity, as follows; Mary Ella, deceased wife of

Dr. George M. Morrow, of Birmingnam, Ala., and Sarah Emmons,
deceased wife of W. R. Owen, of Jetferson county, Ala.,—these two
having been twin sisters; .John F.. deceased in l^'^Ti, leaving one daugh-

ter, Mary L. Smith: .Joseph R.. Jr. ; Thomas O. ; Charles .101x1011:^1111^11 D.

;

Virginia Irene, wife of Robert P. McDavid. The mother of these child-

ren died in 187.'i, the sequel being somewhat romantic. When a medical

student at Lexington, Ky. , Dr. Smith met a young lady, whose accomp-
lishments and r;ire beauty deiqdy iuq)ress<'d him. Ymirs afterward, wlien

a widower, he learned she was a resident of St. Louis, and was the widow
of Dr. Thomas .J. Kilpatrick, who had been a celebrated practitioner of

that city, and in 1870, she became his wife. Her maiden name was Mary
Smithers. In the court house of Lexington. Ky. . stands a beam if ul

statue entitled "Chastity Triumphant". It is the handiwork of the late
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celebrated sculptor. .Toel T. Hart. Avho. eucoura"od to ])rosecute his studies,

died in Hurope. This Avork of art has the form and features of Mary
Smithers. as he last saw her, and is a beautiful tribute and acknowled;?-

ment of their friendship. Mrs. Smith is a lady of great personal worth,

a member of the Methodist church, and devoted to all good Avorks. Dr.

and Mrs. Smitli reside quietly in their elegant home at Elyton.

Hon. Xoble Smithson, Birmingham. Ala., was born near Nolensville,

'Williamson county. Tenn., December 7, ls41. His father Avas John
Greene Smithson, of the Methodist Ejiiscopal church, south. Avho was
born near Danville. Va.. .June JO. H20. and died near Madison. Ga.,

January tl. Isho. His father Avas a .successful farmer, distinguished for

his energy and industry, and noted for his good sense, sound judgment
and honesty of purpose. In polifics, he Avas a wh’g, and after the dis-

bandment of that part AT. he Avas a unionist and republican. His paternal

grandfather Avas Hezekiah PoAA’ell Smithson; his great-grandfather Avas

Francis Smithson. His paternal great-grandmother Avas a daughter of

Capt. Powell, of the Re\'olutionai-y army. The maiden name of his

paternal grandmother Avas Henrietta Carter. All of these Avere natiA'es

of Virginia. His mother's maiden name Avas Ann Vaughn Ladd, a daughter

of Noble Ladd. She Avas a woman of strong intellect, thoroughly devoted

to domestic atfaii-s and to the promotion of the interest and happiness of

her husband and children. She Avas born in Williamson county, Tenn.,

NoA’ember lt», ISIS, and died near Pulaski, Tenn., Julj' 20. 1S«(3. She Avas

the mother of fifteen children, thirteen of Avhom surviA'ed her. Noble being

the eldest. His maternal grandfather Avas Noble Ladd, for Avhom he was
named. He Avas a native of Rockingham county, N. C. His maternal

grandmother’s maiden name Avas iSIarv Burton, a daughter of Peter

Burton, a natit’e of Ireland. She Avas a natiA'e of Stokes county, N. C.

Both the Smithson and Ladd families Avere of English descent, the Smith-’

sons coming from Northumberland county, England, to Virginia before the

Revolution of 177t). J^Ir. Smithson did not huA'e the advantages of a col-_

legiate education, but enjoyed only such as the "old field schools" of

his neighborhood afforded. But he early realized that he, Avho can road,

has the key to knoAvledge, and began to read and study educational, lit-

erary and scientific books Avhen a boy: and has OA’er since pursued the

same course. In this Avay he ac([uired substantially the same mental

training and scientific knoAvledge Avhich he Avould liaA'e gained had he

taken a collegiate course. Although he is entirely a self-made man, and
neA'er entered a colhyge, yet, as a student, foAv men are better informed
upon general literary and sciemtific subjects than he is. In early life he

was a salesman and bookkeeper in a country store, and afterward a country

school teacher. He then studied medicine for a time, intending to prac-

tice that profession for a liA'lihood; but. finally, he abondoned this

pur])Ose, and determined to study laAV, and did so. He Avas admitted to

the bar at Pulaski, Tenn., in Dc'ccmber, and has contiiufed in the
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full and active practice of the law ever since. He continued to practice

at Pulaski, and in the courts of Tennessee adjacent ihoret-:.', and in the

supreme court of Tennessee until INIarch 1. when lie moved to Birming-

'ham, Ala., where he has resided and practiced evei- since. Prom iNovember,

18()7, to September. 1870. he was district attt'rne;, -general of the eleventh

circuit of Tennessee, composed of the counties of "'.Villiamson, IMaury

.

Marshall. Giles, Bawrence and Lewi.s. On Xoiember 6, l'^72. be was
elected state senator in tlie thirty-eighth general assembly of the state of

Tennessee, for the tifteenth senatorial district. compo.-5ed of the counties of

Giles, Lawrence. AA'ayne and Lewis, for th(> year l>73-74. He wars chair-

man of the senate committee on judiciary and was also chairman of

a special committee a]i])ointed to investigate the affairs of the

bank of Tennessee. AA'^hile a citizen of Tennessee he veas a state director

in the Nashville & Dacatur railroad com})any, a director in the National

bank of Pulaski; and repeatedly served as special judge of the circuit

courts by appointment of the governoi . Upon the organization of the

American National bank of Birmingham in 1>^S8, he was elected

one of its directors and also'attorney for said banlc, which position he

continued to hold until the bank went into liquidation in 1892. In the

spring of ISi^O, he made application to the president of the United States

for the office of district attorney for the northern and middle district of

Alabama. His application was endorsed by substantially all of the

lawyers of Birmingham, Anniston, Tuscaloosa and other towns in the

district, as well as other prominent citizens outside of the bar; but the

office was given to another ai)plicant. On June 4. 1890. the state con-

vention of- the republican party of Alabama nominated Avir. Smithson as

the republican candidate for governor of the state; but. being ineligible

to the office, by reason of the fact that he had not been a resident of the

state for seven .years, he declined the nomination. He has l>een a mem-
ber of the following secret societies, hamel^’; the Free ISlasons, Odd Fel-

lows. Knights of Honor. American Legion of Honor and Ancient Order of

United AA^orkmen; and is innv a member of the Knights of Pythias and
Knights Tenpilar. He is a member of the Tennessei' Ili.-^torical society,

a member of the Bar associations of Tennessee and Alabama, and an

attorney of the su})reme court of the United States. In politics he is a

reputdican. He married .Miss Alice P;itterson April 2. I'U).'). and they

have fi\'e children li\ ing: AA’illiam Noble. John. Tally, Guy and Alma.

Their daughter. Annie; Laura, died at Birmingham. February 7, b'-*93. In

physique, be is six feet high, and well formed; somewhat corpulent and

weighs 227 -|;ounds. His liead is unusually large and wedl sluipeal. His

eyes are bluish gray :ind his complexion ruddy and has a commanding
presimee. iMr. Smithson is an able and accomplished lawyer, a highly

successful practitiomu', a polished gentleman and an eminent citizen.

Bfrghari) Steixeu, one of the successful hnanciiu-s and promino7it

citizens of Binningluun, was born in Bohemia, Austri:i. April 21, H77.
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He was educated in the ordinai-y schools of liis country, and at a college

in Pllsen. He was boohkeeper in his native city for tliree years, and in

1874 he came to America, settling in Uuiontown, Ala., where he was
employed for three years as a clerk in a large mercantile est:vblishment.

Later he went to Hamburg, Ala., and commenced business for himself,

which he conducted with success until 18s7. and then came to Birming-

ham, and opened a bank, in connection with his brother, under the name
of Steiner brothers, bankers, which >till continues. In H'Sa he was mar-

ried to Ro^a Bresler, a daughter of A. Breslor of Tuscumbia, Ala. They
are the parents of two children, Arthur S. and Herbert E. INIr. Steiner

is an honorary member of the Birmingham ritles. and a director of the

Birmingham iic Atlantic railroad, president of the Birmingham, Powderly &
Bessemer railroad: .secretary and treasurer of the Mutual Loan & Trust

company, member of the board of directors of congregation Temple
Emanuel, being chairman of the finance committee; director of the Meri-

dian Gas Light company of IMeridian, Miss. ; director of the Talladega

Gas Light & AYater company, director of the Pleasant Valley land com-
pany; a member of the Alabama industrial and scientific society; treas-

urer of the ISIasonic lodge, and a member of the grand lodge of Knights
of Pythias, and a loading spirit in all industrial and benevolent move-
ments. The father of Air. Steiner is Emanuel Steiner, who is living in

retirement in Pilsen, Bohemia. His mother's maiden name was Katrina

Gutwillig. They had six children, of whom five are now living. Two of

the sons, Burghard and Sigfried, are in America. Sigfried Steiner was
born in Austria, July 24, 1^59, and educated at Pilsen. Austria. At the

age of sixteen, he left school and came to America, locating in Union
town, Ala. He embarked in business with his brother at Hamburg, Ala.,

and in 1S''7. opened, in connection with his brother, the banking house of

Steiner Bros.. Birmingham. Ala. Air. S. Steiner was married in Alay,

1891, to Alamie Stern, daughter of Sol Stern, of New Orleans. La. They
are the parents of one son. Irwin B. He • and his brother are largely

interested in industrial and mercantile imrsuits, street railroads, gas and
electric light works. He is vice-president of the Aleridian Gas Light

company of Aleridian. Aliss. Ho has several times visited his native land

since coming to America. The Steiner Brothers represent a capital of

over 8;li I. t.ijui.t. and do as much business in bonds, loans and investment

securities, and in building, re-organizing and developing industrial enter-

prises. as any other banking house in the south.

A. G. Stoleexwerck, the banker and broker of Birmingham, was
born in Clrceusboro. Ala., in Ho was educated in Greensboro and

at the select school of Dr. Henry Tutwiler, in Green Springs. Ala. In

1847, he left school and began to clerk for Wyatt A: Horeslin, in Alarion.

He worked for this firm until 1''.').'), in which year he went into business with

Air. J. B. Lovelace, at Alarion. until A])ril. I'^bl. In that vear he enlisted

2U
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in the Twenty-fourth Alabama I’egiment of infuiitry, and v.uis detailed on

commissary duty at Dalton, Ga. He served in Tennessee and 2\"'orth Caro-

lina, and surrendered at Augusta. During all his service, he never drew
a cent of pay, but paid all his expenses from the time of his enlistment. At
the close of the war. he went to Selma and engaged in the cotton business,

and carried it on until ISb'J, in which year he remcv>‘;i to Birmingham. In

this city he took up the stock, bond and brokerage business, which he

has vigorously pursued since that lime. Mr. Stollenwerck is a iSIethodist,

and has been for over forty years. He was married, in to Julia F.

Fowlkes, daughter of Col. E. T. Fowiltes, of Haleigh. X. C. Ten chil-

dren of this union survive. Thej" are; Henry 'A., of Birmingham;
Edward, of Birmingdiam; Frank, of Dunham, Ala.; A. G., Wheeling,

W. Va. : Clayton, of Caryville. Fla.: Samuel A.. Birmingham; Leslie, of

Birmingham: .Julia, Mabel and Nellie, at home. Mr. Stollenwerck's *

father, Louis A. Stollenwerck. came from France. His tvife was Amice
Coupre, a nati\ e of San Domingo. The father came to Alabama in 1818,

settling in Greensboro, and died there in 1831 He was an attorney, and

W'as counsel for most of his countrymen who came to America.

George A. Stowers, the furniture man of Birmingham, is a native

of Georgia. He was born in Brazalia, that state, February .3, l'^(37. He was
reared and educated in Atlanta. Ga., having, at the age of two years,

removed with his parents to that city. At the early age of thirteen, Mr.

Stowers began the battle of life by going into a confectionery store as a

clerk, and at the age of fifteen the enterprising young boy had opened a

grocery . store for himself. This store he successfully conducted for

nearly three years, when he went into the furniture business for a year

or tw’o in Atlanta. AVhen still a youth, .July, 18^6, he located in

Birmingham, and went into the furniture business on a large

scale, and is still in that business. So prosperous, indeed, has the trade

become that in H'Jl it was made a stock company, of which IMr. Stowers

is president. The company now has large stores and warehouses at

Waco, Tex.. San Antonio, Tex.. Pratt IMincs, Ala., and a large establish-

ment in Birmingham, and at one time they ran twenty-two houses. Ivlr.

Stowers is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. His father is

T. .1. Stowers, now living in Atlanta. Ga., where he is in the furniture

business, and has been at different times connected with the Georgia rail-

road for the past thirty-two years. His wife was ulary L. Warren, of

Georgia. Eight children were born to theii' union, and four are now liv-

ing, as follows; William H. , .Vicksburg, IMiss. ; .James J)., Atlanta, Ga.

;

Ella, wife of B. M. White, of Atlanta, and G. A., of Birmingham.
George Lane Thom.vs, well known as the county commissioner of

Jefferson count}', was born in Limestone county, Ala., Septembers, 1^30.

He removed with liis parents to Greene county, Ala., when he was only

three years of age, and resided there until he moved to Birminghani in

1873. He was educated in the schools of Greene county, and had made
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preprations to enter Princeton college. X. J.. but determined upon farming-

and accordingly assisted Ids father upon the farm until the fall of 18()1,

when he went into the Confederate service in company B, Thirty-sixth

Alabama, commanded by Col. Sihitli. of Mobile, and later, by Col. L. T.

“Woodruff. He went in as a private, but shortly after was put on Col.

Smith’s staff with the .rank of captain. He also served on Col. Wood-
ru-ff's staff until the latter ]iart of 18(54. and at the close of the war, he

held the rank of major. He fought at Hocky Face Mountain. Chick-

amauga, Atlanta and many other minor engagements, and surrendered at

Meridian, IMiss. He returned to Greene ccmnty. Ala., after the war, and

lived there until March. H73. when he removed to Birmingham. He was
one the trustees of the relief fund dru'ing the cholera epidemic of 1873.

He first engaged in Birmingham in the coal and lumber business, which
he conducted until lss7^ when he sold out, and the same year was
appointed commissioner of Jetferson county by Gov. Seay. ai:id has been

twice elected to the office, for a term of four years each time. He is a

member of the Masonic fraternity, and Knights of Pythias, and is an

elder in the First Presbyterian cliurch. He was married the first time,

in November, 1^5'<. to Mary McMillian of Greene county, Ala., by whom
he had two children. Lizzie, and IMary. wife of \V. H. Jeffries, of Birming-

ham. His first wife died in October, isiih. and he married, a few years

later, Angie Knox, nee Eggleston, of ^vHssissippi. They had one son

—

George L., Jr. This boy was born IMarch 8. 1873, and graduated in 1892

with the degree of A. B.. from the university of Alabama. During Mr.
Thomas'sadtninistration, 172 miles of macadamized roads and about twenty-

five or thirty iron bridges over the streams of the county have been built,

and the building of the Hospital of the United Charities and the new
court house Avas largely throuedi his instrumentality, of both of which he
was superintendent of construction. He has also, for many years, been
a leading and prominent member of the school board.

Burgess Asbuky Thompson, secretary and treasurer of the Birmingham
Safe & L')Ck comp'inv.is a gentleman of extraordinary industry. activity and
versatility, and has tilled numerous positions of trust and responsibility

in Birmingham, both public and private. December 27. 188:). he was associ-

ated with T. C.Thom-|)son, .T.C. Kyle and J. B. Francis in the organization of

the Thompson Brick company, to manufact\u’e and sell brick, to buy and sell

real estate, to build houses, etc., with a capital stock of 820,000. with the

privilege to increase to 8i(i0,ni)0. In 18ss lie Avas elected mayor of Birm-
ingham and served tAvo years In IsOO he Avas elected secretary and
treasurer of the Safe & Lock company, and also secretary and treasurer

of the Alabama Building K' Loan association; he is a director of the Peo-

ple's Saving bank, and a Knight of Pythias, and is identilied Avith A'arious

other institutions, social and industrial.

.Tohn AV.Ar.TFUt ToMt.tN.soN. of tile Birmingham bai , Avas born in Rus-
selh'ille, Tenn., February 1, He Avas educated at Emory and Henry
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college. Vu. , nnd gradiuited with first honors in the iav.' al Vanderbilt uni-

versity, yrennessee. in issfi, and was admitted to the Ihrmingham bar

in the] year following, Avhere he has since practiced with success.

He is j.a thirtj'-second degree Mason, % Knight of Pythias, a mem-
ber of the order of Elks and of Phi Delta Theta. In 1891 he

was elected mayor of the Town of Kigltiands. In 1>?8± he be-

came associated in the itractice of latv wl1h C. A. Mountjoy.

They transact a large and successful business, being counsel for

the Birmingham Xational bank and K. G. Dun & Co. i}>jr. Tomlinson
is a director in the Alabama National bank and Birmingham National

bank, and a member of the iMethodist Episcopal church, south. He tvas

married April 2a, 1889, to Annie Renfro, a daughter of Forney Renfro,

of Ojtelika. Ala. His father was Thonjas Tomlinson, of South Carolina,

who Avent to Tennessee as a young man. and Avas a Confederate soldier of

distinction. His AA’ife Avas Mah'ina J. Prollitt, cf Tennessee. Eight chil-

dren Avere the result of this union, of AAdioiu the tblloAA’ing seA'en are liv-

ing: John W. : Annie, Avife of AV. B. Ragsdale, Knoxville. Tenn. ; Clem H.,

of MorristoAvn, Tenn.
;
and Frank, Lucy, Oscar and Essie, of Tate

Springs. Tenn. Air. Tomlinson has been frequently mentioned in connec-

- tion Avith public office, but preferring his profession has universally

declined all puldic honors. He is possessed of mau.v of the attributes

which go to make up the character of a successful man of business.

James Trotter, of the Bessemer bar. and a representatiA’e hiAA'.yer of

Alabama. Avas born in Carroll county. Miss.. August 12th, l>o7. He Avas

educated at -the university of that state (Oxford), and after leaving col-

lege ho taught two ,years, and then took up the study of kiAV in the office

of SAveatman & Trotter, a huv-firm in AAhnona, Miss., and Avas admitted
to the bar in L^79. He locatetl in A'aiden. Carroll count.v, Ali.ss.. Avbere

he jiracticed until 18b3. He then removed to Winona. Atiss., and prac-

ticed until l'‘^^7. and in that year Avent to Bessemer, and be.san the suc-

cessful practice he en.joys there to-day. He was 'ma.yor of A^aiden. Car-

roll county, Alis.s.. for tAco years, refusing a re-election, and seiwed three

years as city attorne,y of Bessemer. He is a director of the First

National bank of Bessemer, and is a member of the democratic executive
committee, is a Knight of lAtliias. and a member of the Alethodist Epis-
copal church. Ho Avas married, in l-'-'7, to Annie L., dau.nhter of J. C.

Kittrell, of AA’inona. Aliss., and they have tAVO children. The father of

Mr. Trotter, I. P. Trotttm. is a resident of AA'ebster connt.AX Alis.s. He is

an exteusiA'c planter, and was a member of the Alississippi legislature at

the beginning of the war. Ho served as mqitain in the Fifth Alississip])i

regiment all tlirou.gh the hostilities, He married Elizabeth F. Lb'el)les.

of Alississippi, and Air. Trotter is one of the six children, all boys, by
that marria.ge. The mother died in 1^71), and the father aftoi’Avard mar-
ried Airs. Biifkins, l>y Avhom he has one child, a daughter.
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Capt. a. B. Vandegrift. a merchant of Birmingham, was born in

St. Clair county. Ala.. October 1. His boyhood days were spent

principally on the farm and his education was gathered principally from

the country .schools of his day. He left school in the spring of 1801 and

went into the Confederate army in company C. Eighteenth Alabama
infantry. He served eighteen months as a private and Avas made second

lieutenant in Fifty-eighth Alabama regiment, but very shortly thereafter

he was made first lieutenant, going on in six mouths more to the promo-

tion of cajTtaincy. holding this rank in company G. of the Thirty-second

Alabama, till the Avar closed. He took part in the folloAving severe battles:

Shiloh, Black Lane, Miss. : Chickamauga, Point Lookout, Missionary

Eidge, Dalton. Kesaca, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Franklin, Tenn.
;
Nashville,

NeAV Hope Church and ^Marietta, Ga. At the close of the Avar he began
business as a clerk in MonteAmllo, Ala., serAung thus four years, and then

went to AsliA'ille. and engaged in business there for ten years, and in

1880, he settled in Birmingham. Ho engaged in business in Birmingham
with Syhmster Steele for six years, and SejAtember, 18'^G, Steele retired

from business and Mr. Vandegrift continued the same business for him-

self, and still continues alone in business. He Avas married in 1869, to

Sophie, daughter of Sylvester Steele, of Elyton. Ala., and they have
three surviA'ing children—Syh'ester, Vida, Avife of C. D. Smith, and
Sophie. His second Avife Avas Willie E. Harris, daughter of Judge
William K. Harris, of Tuskegee. Ala. Tavo children Avei’e born to this

union : William, deceased, and Willie. He is a IMason and a member of

the Methodist church. Capt. Vandegrift is the son of .Tohii Vandegrift,

a natiA'e of Chester district. S. C.. Avho came to Alabama in 1808. He
was an extensiA'e planter, and married Lydia A. HardAvick. of Alabama.
Tliey Avere the parents of ten children, as folloAvs: .Tames H.. of Brauch-
A’iUe, Ala.; Violetta. Avife of George Chamblee. of Jefferson county;

Rebecca. AA'ife first of T^Iadison Turner, of Branch ville. Ala., and secondly,

of G. W. Ashe, of St. Clair county. Ala. ; C. C. Vandegrift, of Monte-
A'allo, Ala. : l\lary. Avife. first of .Tames A. Ashe, of BrancliA'iHe, Ala., and
secondly, of William Moore, of Branchville. (She is noAv deceased.)

CajAt. A. B. Vandegrift, William Vandegrift. killed at Resaca; Ellen,

deceased in infancy; (leorg;' W.. of Chicane: Susan E.. deceased Acife of

E. J. Robisfjii. of AshA’ille. Ala. Ckpit. Vandegrift's father died in 1888,

and his mother in 1"'''7.

George Hooper Waddei.l, one of the successful speculators of Birm-
ingham, is a natiA'e of Russell county, Ala., was born February 9. 1857),

and Avas educated at Columbus. Ga.. Avhere lie moved in l''()6, his

father haAung been killed in the Confederate service. At the age of

fifteen years he left school and Avent into the office of Flournoy. McGee &
Co., a firm of cotton commission merchants of Columbus. Avhere he
remainc'd seA'enteen years. Tn Issc, Pe Avent to Binningham, and Jn 1887

entered the Alabama National bank as cashier, and serAanl in that capacity
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till Jiumary, L^Ol, when he was offered, and accepted, the presidency of

the American National bank. He is at present inanayor for the state of

Alabama of the Union Mutual Uife Insurance company, of Portlanid, Me.,

and has also been treasurer of South Highlands. He is a thirty-second

degree Mason, a Knight of Pythias, a member of the Mystic Shrine, and

the Episcopal church. He was married November a, h'^79, to Laura

Spear, daughter of T. S. Spear, of Columbus, Ga. They are the parents

of three children : George H.. Jr.. Elliott S. and Celeste Wynne. George H.

Waddell. Sr., was born at Chapel Hill. N. C.. in 1>:L. and on coming

to Alabama, located tirst in Eufaula. Barbour county, and then in Kussell

county, and there was elected judge of probate, just prior to the outbreak

of the war, which office he held at the time of his death, being killed by
Wilson's raiders in He married Celestia Roberta Wynne, and they

had seven children, of whom the following are living: George H.,

Sallie Nash. Delia Wynne, wife of Thomas H. Evans, of Columbus. Ga.

;

Elizabeth Fleming, and Victoria Celestia, wife of A. A. Evans, of Clay-

ton, Ala. The mother of the.se cliildren died in November, Mr.

Waddell’s grandfather was Haynes W’’addell, of North Carolina, an

extensive planter and a soldier in the war of 1812, and his maternal great-

grandfather was Gen. Nash, a Revolutionary soldier, who was killed at

the battle of Germantown. George Hooper W^addell served an appren-

ticeship as a compositor in the office of the Columbus Enquirer, of which

a relative of his Avas editor and jn-oprietor.

WiLLTAJM A. W'alker. Jr. . a prominent attorney of Birmingham, Ala.,

was born iir the vicinity of Elyton in l^l.'u He is the son of William A.

Walker, one of the earliest settlers of Jones valley, who Avas born in

Mecklenburg county. N. C., February 23, 1811, and his father. Richard B.

Walker. Avas born near the same place. His mother. Ann Flannigan, Avas

a natiA'e of the same county. When he Avas eight years of age, his father

emigrated Avith his entire family to Madison county, l^lo. Both his par-

ents died soon after the close of the war. Wlien he aa'Us tAvelve years old.

they returned to Ala’oama, settling in .Tefferson county. Avithin six miles

of Elyton. In when William A., Sr.,Avas tAventy-three years old. he left

home and lived in thetive-mile A'alley. seven miles from the present city of

Birmingham. Avith Col. George Green. He serveil as a soldier in the

Creek Avar under Col. McMillan. He and other members of his company,
though not called into active service. receiA'ed a land grant for eiglity

acres of land in Illinois, Avhich in I'-'hi he sold to jmrehasing agents of

the Illinois Central railroad for sipo. In the beginning of

1840, ho began merchandi>ing on his oAvn account, Avhich Ika continiunl to

folloAV till ]"'02. Avhen. losing confidence in Confederate money, he retired

from business. Mr. Wlilker married, in 1^40, Miss Corilla M. Porter, a

sister of .Tndge M. T. Porter, by whom lie has six childnm. all living:

Mary A.; Margaret; William A.. Jr.: America: Frances and Lucy Etiza^

heth. He has a large landed estate near Birmingham, on Avhich he liA’es,
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noted for thrift and ho.spitality. Wiiliam A. Walker, Jr., entered the

university of Alabama when in his sixteenth year. He was a cadet in

that institution, and wdien in his senior .year he enlisted in a company
formed from the universitj’ corps and commanded by Captadn C. P. Storrs

to join the Seventh Alabama cavalry. He remained in the service till the

final surrender. He had been promoted to a sersTea.nc.y. and had been a

pri.sonor a ]>ortion of the time. Afier the war Jie r^tur.ued to Elyton and

began life as a school teacher, and after about eight rnonlhs" service in

this profession, he began to stud.v law. In Ib’O? he was admitted to the

bar, and at once entered upon the pi uctice of law, as a partner of Mr.

Burwell B. Lewis, the film being knowm as Cobb, Lewis A Walker.

Mr. Cobb afterward served as governor of Alabama for tw'O terms, and

Mr. Lewis was elected to congress, but resigned to become president of

the universit.v of Alabama, in which position he died in the prime of lifef,

highl.y honored and deeply regretted by the entire state. In IbTO

Mr. Walker formed a partnership with Hon. G. W. Hewitt, for eight years

a member of congress. Mr. "Walker was county solicitor from 1868 to

1875. He is a large stockholder and a director in the First National bank
of Birmingham, and in 1885 he was elected president of the bank, but

after a few months' service he resigned because of the irreconcileable

nature of the office w’ith his duties before the courts. The firm of which
he is a member at the present time is Hewitt, "Walker & Porter, and has

a very large clientage. Though he has not sought political honors, he

was elected to the legislature in 1878, and served one term. His law

practice .has been very remunerative, and "nc has already become a rich

man. He is a memtier of the Methodist Episcopal church, south.

He was married August 23. 1870, to Miss "\^irginia T. Mudd, daughter of

Judge "W. S. Mudd. The.y have six children, four sons and two
daughters.

JAME.S Meriwether AYeatherly. an honored member of the Bir-

mingham bar, was born in Coweta county, Ga., July 5, 1850. by which it

will be seen that Mr. AVeatherly is quite a young man. His parents

moved to Jlontgomery. Ala., when he was only a year old. He attended

the primary schools at Montgomery, and later on the university of the

south, at Sowanee. Tcnu. After this, in 1871. he returned to Ylontgomery
and taught in tlie private schools about four 3'cars, and then took up law
at the university of Alabama, and was admitted to the bar in 1879, and
located in Yloutgomery, for a while in the office of Clopton, Chambers &
Herbert. Two years later he located in Birmingham, forming a partner-

ship with H. A. Shar[). now judge of tlie first division of tlu' city court

in Birmingham. This })artnershii) continued until 1^85. until Mr. Shar]bs
accession to the bench. In December, 1885, Mr. Weatherly was appointed
attorney for the Georgia Pacific railroad company, at Birmingham, and
later for the Richmond & Dcinville. whicli absorbed the Georgia Pacific,

which position ho now holds. In l-'si), yiv. Weatherly formed a law
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partnership with Walker Percy, Esq., which firm still continues. Mr.

Weatherly was married in to Florence, daughter of state senator

John T. Milner. Four children have blessed this union. He is a member
of the Episcopal church, and i.s a democrat. He was a delegate to the

congressional committee which nominated J. H. Bankhead. Mr. .T. S.

Weatherly, the father of J. M. Weatherly, was a native of South Caro-

lina, and moved to Alabama in 18o7. He was a reputable ifirysician, and
served with the rank of surgeon in the Confederate army. He practiced

in Montgomery until he died, in I'^Ol. His wife belongs to the distin-

guished Taliaferro family. Ivir. and IMrs. Weatherly were the i)arents of

six children; Dr. Charles T., of Lowndes county, Ala.; Janies ISI., F. G.,

of Montgomery. Ala.; Thaddeus, of Xew IMexico; William E., of Hayne-
ville, Ala., and George Grattin. of Montgomery, Ala.

Charle.s Wheelock. a leading citizen and skillful architect of Bir-

mingham. is a native of Xew Hampshire, where he was born in 1833. He
was educated in the public and private schools of Oneida county, X. Y.,

where his parents removed when he was a lad of ten years. Desiring to

lay the basis of a permanent [)rosperity through life, he left school at the

age of eighteen years, and served an apprenticeship of five years as a

carpenter, after which he learned drafting, and for ten years was engaged
in contracting, in the meantime studying architecture. In the spring of

1802 he was made captain of company I, One Hundred and Seventeenth

Xew York infantry, which rank he held two years and resigned. After-

resigning. he went back to Oneida. X. Y.. remained there until 1869, with

the exception .of six months, spent in Iowa, and from there he went to

Emporia. Kaxi. and remained till 1874. and located at Sherman, and

then in Austin and San Antonio; in 1877 he went to IMexico for three or

four years, and in l-'-'l. took up his present home in Birmingham. In this

city he has held various positions of trust and honor, being a director of

the Berney bank and president of the .Jefferson county Building and Loan
association. He is a thirty- two degree IMason, being deputy grand com-

mander of the grand commandry of Alabama. Knights Tem])lar and

potentate of the Mystic Shrine. He is acommunicant of the Episcopal

church, being a vestryman of the church of the Advent. IMr. Wheelock
Was married, first in to Eliza A. Manchester, daughter of G. W.
Manchester, of Boonville, Onedia county. X. Y. The union was blessed

with five childrtMt— Charles Ik. of .San Francisco; George F., of Birming-

ham; Jesse M.. of Alburquerque, X. AI.. and IM. M; Mary E.. of San
Francisco, and Harry B.. of Birmingham. His second wife was Anna L.

Warren mb' Cassidy, of Florence. Ala., whom he married in l-'7(i.

Charle.s Whei.ax. M. D.. pliysician of Birmingham. Ala., was born

in Greensboro, Ala.. May 26. Is41. He is the 3'oungest sou of Charles

and Andeline T. Whelan, the former a native of county Wexford. Ireland,

and the latter of Winsl)oro. S. C.. both of whom lived in Greensboro up'

to their doa.th. Charles Wlndan, at the age of twelve years, was sent to
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a select preparalory school, at Asheville, X. C., taught by Col. Stephen
Lee, a graduate of "VVe-st Point, a distinguished lawyer of Charleston. S. C..

and uncle of Gen. Stephen D. Lee. of Confederate fame. On his return

to Greensboro, he entered Spring Hill college, near Mobile, Ala., which
was under the direction of the Jesuit fathers. He remained there two
years, and then \vent to Georgetown college, in the District of Columbia,

the oldest Catholic college in the United States. After completing his

collegiate course, he entered the office of Dr. .John H. Parish, of Greens-

boro, Ala., where he began the study of medicine, and was there, thus

engaged, when the war began. During the first excitement, he enlisted

as a private soldier, in Capt. James A. Wemwyss' company, which was
afterward attached to the Thirty-sixth Alabama infantry, in which he
remained until he was paroled at IMeridian, at the close of the war. After-

being in service about twelve months, he was assigned to duty with

Dabney H. Herndon, senior surgeon of the brigade, with whom he
remained until his capture at IMissionary Ridge, Xovember 25. lo63. He
was detained as a prisoner of war from that date until October, 1864, at

Fort Delaware, below the city of Philadelphia. Both governments being

desirous of making an exchange of prisoners, he was sent in charge of

the Confederate sick and disabled to Kiclimond, Va. Here, by pei-mission

of the surgeon-general, he remained in attendance upon the lectures of

the Medical college of Virginia. At the close of the session, he was
ordered to his regiment at Spanish Fort, olf klobile. After the war was
over, he matriculated at the university of Louisiana, at Xew Orleans, and
graduated at that institution in I860. He then located in the' cane brake
region of Alabama, and did a lucrative practice until 1881. when he

removed to Birmingham, and formed a co-partnership with Dr. M. H.

Jordan, with whom he practiced one year. He has since ]nosecuted his

profession with industry, and enjoys a good practice, and the contidence

of his community. He was married to the daughter of Dr. James D. and
Juliette Chapron Browder, of the cane brake. Dr. and IMrs. IVhelan have
two children, Charles and Juliette. Dr. AVhelan and his family are mem-
bers of the Roman Catholic church.

Capt. John AVhite. of the Birmingham bar. was born April 17. 1829,

at Courtland. Lawrence county. Ala. He attended the common schools,

of Talladega comity, and at the age of sixteen, enlisted in company E,

First Alabama regiment, of the Alexican war. but had to return home
shortly after on account of his health. - He again entered school, remaining
about one year. and. having read law in the interval, he was admitted to

the V)ar in .Januaiw, l>-49. Ih- located in Talladega and piaicticed

there with success until 1^5-'. tlnm removing to Dallas county. Ala., and
practiced there till Alarch, 1861, when he enlisK'd in the Fifth Alabama
regiment, and served as a private until the battle of Seven Pines, where
he was appointed (piartermaster of the reginumt. At the battle of Get-

tysburg he was capturetl and confined at .Tohnson's Island, until exchanged
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in 18G.j. He then resumed the lav in Dallas coun^-y till the summer of

ISeO, in which year he took up his residence in HirmineJiam. He is a

ro^'ai arch Mason, and a member of the Episcopal i hurcb He was mar-

ried in JanuaiA', 18-11), to Mary J, rinle 3c daualPer of A. Finley, of Jack-

son county, Ala., and to them were born live ‘_hildren. three of whom are

living—Alvina, wife of G. H. Crag, of Seim;', Ala.: John F.. of Omaha,
Neb.; and Kate, wife of Charles C. Haidt. of Birmingham. He was again

married in December. 1877, to Sarah A, Nel.son. m e IValler. of Greens-

boro. They had only one child— -Charles P. The fal iier of Capt. White

was a Virginian, born in Winchester, in 17'^1. He caune to Franklin,

Tenn., when a young man, an^l practiced lacv until l82i). the year he

removed to Alabama, and practiced his profession until his death in 1812.

He was judge of the fourth judicial circuit for six years, and by virtue of

his office was one of the justices of the suj'.rejue coma. He was in imli-

tics an old-line whig, and in religion a Presbyterian. His wife was
Abigail Dickinson, of IMaryland. They had twelve cliildren, five of Avhom
lived to maturity—Alexander. Dallas. Tex; Dr. Hobert IV., deceased in

1891; Sidney, widow of Jose])h E. Baldwin, of the su])reme court of Cali-

fornia; Kate T., Avidow' of Samuel H. Dixon, and Capt. .John White. Capt.

White's mother died in 1832, and his father married Sarah Soathmaid, i^y

whom he had three children, tAvo of AA'hom surAUA-G; Juliette. Avife of a

late supreme court judge of Colorado, and Arabella, iioav a avkIoav.

Charles W. Wilkeksox, lumber dealer and druggist of Birmingham,
wms born in Marion, Ala., April 12, ISGG, and educated at Howard college.

LeaA’ing college in 1881, he Avent to Montgomery, Ala., and remained a year,

and then Avent to Anniston Avhere he stayed a year, and then located in

'Marion in the drug business, and carried it on about three years, then

settled in Birmingham, Ala., and opened his present drug store, and in

January. 181)2. became one of the firm of Marbury. An.uel A IVilkersou.

in the lumber business. IMr. Wilkerson Avas married Januaiw 7. 1891, to

Elizabeth Allen IMarhury, a davyghter of .J. H. Marbury. of Bozeman, Ala.,

and to them has been born one son, .Josiah M. IMr. ami Mrs, Wilkerson
are memijers of the Baptist church,

James E. Webb, a prominent attorney of Birmingham, Ala.. Avas

born in Greene count,^’. Ala., in ISln. He is a son of Hon. William

P. Webb, a prominent attorney of Greene county, and at the pres-

ent time the oldest practi(;in 2‘ member of the Greene county bar.

William P. Webb married IMiss Zvlartha Bell, a dau.ghter of Capt.

John Bell, Avho removed from .JamestoAvn, Va.. to Greene county,

A.la., at an early da,A'. This marriage took place in Greensboro.

Ala., in l>3!t. and to them Avere born se\'en children, Avdio are uoaa'

living, A'iz. : M'illiam H., an attorne.A' noAV livityg in California, Avhere

he has sefived as judge; Rga’. F. B. Webb, a Presby terian minister

of Union Spiangs, Ala.; Wirt 'Webb, a manufactuiA'r; Mrs. Fannie CraAAg

ford, of Tuscaloosa; Belle, IMattie. and James E. Hon. William P. Wei)!:)
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hud u bi'olliFr. Hemy Y. 'Weljb, who was one of the early jurists of

Greene county. Ala. He was a native of North Carolina, and repre-

sented Lincoln county in the leg-islature of his state in 1^17. He was

ap])ointed territorial judye of Alabama, in and located in Perry

county, i>ut soon afterward removed to Greene. In he was elected

judge of tlie circuit and sni)reine court, and was holding that position at

the time of his death, in His wife was Eliza Forney, a daughter

of Hon. Daniel 3.1. P'orney. of Lincoln county. N. C.. of one of the promi-

nent families of that state. One of his sons. James Daniel Webb, was a

Ijrominent and distinguished lawyer. He represented Greene county in

the lower house of the legislature, in Hid. and also 1851. In ISOO he

was one of the electors on the Bell and Everett ticket, and made an active

canvass. AVhen the war came on. he entered into the Confederate cause

with characteristic zeal, and assisted in raising the Fifty first Alabama
mounted infamry, of which he was appointed lieutenant-colonel, and after

ward commanded his regiment. AVhile in command of this regiment sent to

guard the retreat of Gen. Bragg’s army, at Shelbyville, Tenn.. July 2,

1803, he was mortally wounded, taken prisoner, and died July 19, t^03.

James E. AA'ebb graduated with the first honors of his class, at the uni-

versity of Alabauia in b^59. He began the study of law ,in his father's

office and afterward he became a student in the office of Thomas H. Hern
don, of Eutaw. completing his legal studies in I't^OO. He was one of

the first to enlist in the Confederate cause, and was in continuous service

to the end of the war. He served as a private soldier in the Fifth Ala-

bama infantry one year, and was then promoted to the rank of lieutenant,

and detailed upon the statf of Gen. K. E. Rhodes. He was subsequently

promoted to the rank of captain, and assigned to the staff of Gen. Stu-

art. as assistant ordnance officer. After the death of Gen. Stuart, he

was transferred lo the command of Gen. James Deariug. and served on

his staff as captain till the fall of Petersburg. He was shot through the

neck at the battle of Bellfield, but continued in the field until the sur-

render of Lei' at Appomattox. He th>m immediately commenced the

practice of his })rofession at Greensboro, and there became known as a

brilliant and successful member of the bar. In 1885, he removed to

Birmingham, since which time he has been in partnership with .lohn P.

Tillman, who is also one of the jiromiuent members of the Birmingham
bar. Mr. Weliii has been married twice; first, in 186b, to Aliss Zemula
Cresswell, a native of Alabama, who died in Alay, 1874. leaving four

children, viz.: Louisa C., Mattie B., James E. and Zemula. His second
wife was Miss Lucille AVeljli. from Gremisboro. Ivlr. AVeblt has long’

been a member of the Presbyterian church, and is now one of the elders

of the First Presbyterian church of Birmingham.
Judge A\ilee\m AV. AVilke];son was born August lb. 1850. He was

educated at Howard college, finishing tlu're in I ’'7'^. with the degree of

IM. A. He taught school at Union Springs, Ala., two years and went to
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the university of Viririina. Avherc lie took the l;nv course, leaving there

in 1^81 and. in vas admitted to the bar. He located at Union

Springs, Ala., and in July, 18'^G, he removed to Birmingham, and after

five years of successful practice, he Avas appointed to the bench by Gov.

Jones, in IMarcli, as associate judge of the city court, and Avas sub-

sequently elected to that oltice for six years. He is a member of the

Ba])tist church, and AA’as married April 10, 1890. to Hiss Lena Somerville,

daughter of Capt. Somerville, of ^Montgomery, Ala. They have one

child, Anna S. The father of Jud.ye Wilkerson Avas Dr. 'William W.
Wilkerson. a native of Tuscaloosa county, being boni in 1GJ2, a

graduate of Jetferson Medical college of Pliiladel-phia. and is a leading

physician of Marion, Ala,, Avhere he resides. He served through the

AA'ar as a surs'eon under Gen. Lee in an Alabama regiment. His Avife

was Sarah Warren iMoore, of Perry county, Ala. . and to the union were

born four children—Dr. AV. M., of Alont.yomery ; .Judge AVilliam W.

,

P. M.
,
of Alarion. Ala., and C. AV.. of Birmingham, Ala.

C. P. AATlliamsox Avas born in Xcav Richmond, Hamilton county,

Ohio, January 11. 1843. His father. Heni-y AAMlliamson, came to Ohio

from Pennsylvania. His mother's name AA'as Julia Hough, Avho came from

Loudoun county. Va. The fatlier Avas of AA’elsh. and the mother of

English descent. For his early education the son attended the public

schools in Xew Albany, and Avhen not
,
2'oing to school, he clerked in

a book store. At the age of fifteen years, he AA'ent to A\*ork in the Louis-

ville, FeAV Albany & Chicago railroad company s shop, and Avorked there

until 1801, Avhen he Avent to the Avar as a second lieutenant in tlie Sixteenth

Indiana infantry, and thirteen months in the army of northern A'irginia,

and then returned home. He sjAcnt a year in the railroad shops at Louis-

ville, and then Avorked for Davies d: C).. engine build.ar.s. a^ forem in of

the pattern shop. In 1-74 he AAxmt to Birmingham to do the iron Avork

on the First National bank. AVhile the Avork AA’as in ]u-ocess of comple-

tion, he receiA'ed encouraging inducements toTocate in Birmingham, and

accordinglA' rnoA’od into the young and gi'OAving tOAAui in Januarv. l'-7.A. as

part oAvner and superintendent of the Birmingham Foundry and Car
Manufacturin.g company, iioaa' knoAvn as the Linn Iron Avorks. He retired

from tlijs in 1^79, and built the .Jetferson foundrA’. of Avhich lu' Avas sole

proprietor—oiu' of the largest and most imjiortant enteiqirises in Birm-
ingham. In .July. Air. AAJlliamson aauis the chief (organizer in the

AATlliamson Iron couqiany. Avliich Avas beginning of tlie great boom in

furnace building at Birmingham. He Avas mirrioJ. in WU. taMlssAIiry
Bligh. of LouisA'ille. and they haA'e four children: Harry, Emma. .Julia

and Alary. The parents of Air. AVilliamson ilied a f<>w years since, in

New Albany. His A\fife died NoA'ember. l8td, and his youngest daughter
in 18911. He is an Odd FcIIoav, and a member of the Alethodist Episcopal
church.
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Dr. J. C. 'Wir.soN, the* woll-known business man and |)hysician. of

BirminRliam, Yas born in Tuscaloosa. Ala.. INIay la, His earl}’ edu-

cation v.’as acaiidred at the colebrated Green Spring’s school, under E’rof.

Henry Tut\viler. and his medical trainiiuj:’ was had at the medical college

at Charleston, S. C., whore he graduated with honors, in 18al. He located

for practice, first in Carthage. Ala., and lived there fifteen years, and at

the close of the war, removed to Mobile, and was there engaged in the

cotton business for ten years. He tlnni removed to St. Clair county. Ala.,

and conducted a mercantile Inisiness, until in which year lie went
to Hirmingham. and launched out into real estate, insurance and broker-

age business. He is an old school Presbyterian. He was married in iS.')4,

to Susan, daughter of James Jones, of Greene county, Ala. Twelve
children were born to them, of whom six died without issue, and six of

them are living, as follows: Ann L., wife of John S. Going, of Birming-

ham; William J., Carrie L., Thomas Chalmers, David Edwin and Miriam.

Dr. Wilson’s father was David Wilson, a native of South Carolina, who
came to Alabama in 1820. and followed the occupation of a farmer. His

wife was Sarah Witherspoon, of South Carolina, and to them were born
ten children, of whom, however, only the doctor survives. Dr. Wilson's

father died in 1830, and his mother in 1873.

Joseph ' Thompson Wieson, of Birmingham, Ala., was born in

Kemper count}-, IMiss.. December 9, 1844. At the schools, in and
around “Old Wahalak. " he received a good rudimentary education. In

February, 1862. he enlisted in company B, Thirty-fifth xlississi})pi infantry.

Col. William S. Barry, of Columbus. 2Jiss.
,
commanding. He served

with this company until about April. 1864, when he was selected as a

sharpshooter and transferred to Ray's battalion, which was organized
at Pollard. Ala., with young men selected by klai. Con Ray. from the

brigade. He served with them 'antii ca-ptured at the battle of Kenesaw
Mountain, and was held a ^irisoner until June 20, 18(55. While a }U'isoner

he served as dispensing clerk for Drs. Charles Leber, E. O. Brown, and
klary E. tvidlver. at the “Bull Pen" dispensary at Louisville, Ky. . and
the same at ihe “White Oak Square" dispensarv at Caini) Douglas,
Chicago. He was in the following battles : Farmersville IMiss., luka and
the siege of Vicl\sl)urg, where he surrendei-ed with his command, held
IH’isoner about eight days, and was paroled until evchanged Xovember.
l!^03. After that he was in the battles of Adair Station, and fought on
the picket line as a sharpshooter, all the way down the railroad to Kene-
saw Mountain, engaging in the battles of Cassville, Xew Hope churcli.

Lost hlounlain and Kenesaw. IL' was slightly woTinded by a shell at

Vicksburg. When the war was over he returned homo to “Old Waludtdc"
from Cam]) Douglas, but finding nothing there, ho went to Lauderdide
county. Miss., wliere he secured a clerkslii]) in a country store: and later

on, o])ened a small store of his own. at Cuba, in Sumter county. Ala.,,

wliere he rmuaim'd until IMarch 1. 1^71. when he came to Elyton. just in
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time to see the city of l^lrmiiigiiain horn; for at tliat time tliere was not

a h )use in it; Col. James R. Powell with Capt. \\hlliam P. Barlcer. as

engineer, were hnsj" that month laying otf tlie CMagic City. ’ As soon as

a survey of the central part of the city was i)ut on paper, }vlr. Wilson

with several others. })urchasod a lot agreeing to erect thereon a bnilding.

Several lots were sold this way, in fact none were sold without this con-

dition; several houses were built, and that was the beginning of great

Birmingham. He engaged in general merc;intilo business here, until

January. H74; tlien looked after his farm in Sumter county, until iMarch 1.

when he and Itlaj. W. J. IMilnor. opened a real estate and insurance

office here, in which they continued under the firm name of Milner &
Wilson until 1S84, when Maj. Milner retired, and Mr. Wilson remains until

this day, though several changes of firm have occurred : Wilson iC Ingi-am,

"Wilson. Martin & Ingram, M’ilson. IMartin & Leedy, "Wilson & IMarthi.

"Wilson, IMartin & Stewart, and no.w, J. T. AVilson Iiolds out alone. He
is a royal aj'ch iMason. a member of the Methodist church and of the

Alabama club. He is a bank director, a liberal contributor to the building

of the Caldwell hotel, Powell school and several of the churches. He
was married February 12, 1873, to iMiss Mary Ella IMcDaniel, daughter of

Henry McDaniel of Sumter county, Ala., and they ai-e the parents of two

children, Dalma. aiid Henry Basconi "tVilson. His wife died February 14.

1881, and Septeml)er b. 1883, he married Miss Sarah Frances "Wynn

daughter of iMaj. Alexander M. Wynn, of Huntsville Ala. They liave one

child, Lorna "Wynne Wilson. His father was William Robertson "\Tilson,

born in Botetourt county. Va.. wdio settled in Tennessee, at IMouse Creek,

and later at "Old-Wahalak" in Kemper county, Miss., where he died in

i861. His mother was Miss Mary Gulledge. born at Cheraw. S. C. Her
first husband was named Sellers, and they hurl mie child. Rev. Thomas
George Sellers of Starkville. IMiss. Wiliim Robertson Wilson and iSIaiy

Gulledge Sellers married about H33. he being a widower, with four

children; Sarah F. ,
Francis M., William C.,’ and James, and .she being a

widow, with one. They hatl seven children. Aloxand('r R. , .John G. . Ann E. .

Joseph T. . Lawson A., and IMorris T., only three <)f whom are living;

Alexander R. "tVilson, of IMeridian Mi.'-s. ; Jo.seph T. AVilson and Lawson A.

AATlson of Birmingham Ala. His grandfather was a native of A'irginia,

and a soldier in the war of lol2.

Dr. Lewis G. AA'ood.sox, an oculist of Birmingham, is a A^irginian by
birth, having been born in the Old Dominion, in Goochland county,

April a, He was educated in medicine at the university of A"ir-

ginia. and afterward took a course at the university (")f Alaryland. Heri'

he graduated in 1 '^''7, and went into the PresVjyterian Eye. Ear and
Throat hospital at Baltimore, for the benefit of tlie valuable knowledge
to be acquired there, where he remained some time, afterward locating

at St. Joseph, AIo. Here he remained otily ten monihs. and ii> Isss

removed t(j Birmingham. He is a member of both the State Abnlical
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PERSONAL MEMOIRS—JEFFERSON GOFNTF. or 1

association and the .Tetferson county Ivlodical societju ITe is a K. P. and

a moinbor of the Episcopal church. He vras niarried in .lane, IS'sd, to

Clara Vernon Lee. dau<rhter of Dr. Paul C. Lee, of Montgomery, 'Ala. They
have two children, Charles Pollard Woodson and Clara Lee "Woodson.

Dr. WModson's fatlier was also a Virginian. He was horn in tnat state in

the stirring period of 179G. He was a lawyer of al/iiity, atid was at one

time editor of the National Intelligeticer at Wa.shington. as he was also

of the old Eichniond W^hig, the recognized leader of the whig party, in

the south, for many years; and vras one of the escort to Gan. Lafayette

upon the occasion of his visit to this country, in H27). His mother's

name was Charlotte Crittenden W'oodson, daughter of Tucker W^oodson,

of Kentucky, and great-niece of Thomas .Jefferson, pi'esident of the United

States. They had eleven children, only one of whom is dead. The liv-

ing ones are: Pocahontas C-, widow of A. A. Montero. an exile from
Portugal, deceased, she now resides in Greenville, N. C. ; William Wade,
of AVythe county, ATi. ; Dr. L. A. Woodson, of Patton, Ala.; Mary E.,

wife of ex-Gov. Thomas .1. .Jarvis of North Carolina, minister to Braznl

under President Cleveland; Emily, widow of Charles H. Barsksdale, of

Richmoxid, Va.
;
Caroline, wife of D, W. Bacon, of Vaiden, Miss. ; Rev.

Charles J., of North Carolina; Dr. L. G., of Birmingham; .Julia, wife of

A. O. Gaylord, of Plvunouth, N. C., and Byron AA'oodson, of St. Joseph,

Mo. Dr. AVoodson's father died in 1877. and his mother in February, 1890.

The grandfather of Dr. AA^oodson was AAhlliam AAModson. born in Vir-

ginia in 177)0, and was a Revolutionary soldier. The AAModson family are

descendants of the celebrated .John AA'oodson, of Dorchester, Eng., who
came to A’irginia as a surgeon with Sir John Harvey in 1B21, bringing

with him his wife, wdiom he married in Devonshire.

Dr. Benjamin AA^vman was Ijorn in Tuscaloosa. Ala., August 1,

IS-Ab-i and was educated in the State university, at Tuscaloosa, where he
graduated in He afterward attended the university of A''irginia,

taking the medical course in that celebrated institution, and graduating
therefrom in He took a post-graduate course in the university

of the city of New York in 1^79. and later in the year acted as assistant

pihysician in the, asylum on Blackwell's Island, N. Y., for six months;
was then connected with the hospital on Randall's Island. N. Y.. a year,

from which latter jilace he went to Tuscaloosa and accepted an important
place in the state insane asylum, where he remained four years and a

half. Then, after taking another post-graduate course of three months,
at the New York Polyclinic, he located in Birmingham, where he now’ is.

Dr. AA",yman is one of the progressive young |)hysicians of the state,

having 'added to a store of useful, technical and colle.giate knowledge,
the broadenin.g experience of much time spent in the wards of the

numerous institutions for the cure of disease with which he has been
connected. Dr. AA’yman is a member of tlie .Jetferson county Aledical
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MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA

society, of the State IMeflical association, anl of the Jelferson county

Board of Medical examiners. He is also prominently connected with the

I. O. O. P.

LAMAR COUNTY.

William H. Kennedy, M. D., of Kennedy, Lamar county, Ala., i.s the

oldest and most experienced i)ractitioner in the county. He was born in

Tuscaloosa county, Ala., .January 2. and is the youngost of the three

children born to Keuben B. and Jvlary (Davis) KemuHly. natives of South

Carolina. Reuben B. came to Alabama, when quite a young man. and

settled in Tuscaloosa county, where he lived thirty-five years, and then

migrated to Texas, where he passed the remainder of his days. The
paternal grandparents of the doctor, were natives of Virginia, and were
named. iMaxwell and Frances Ivennedy, who came to Alabama, when the

state was a dense wilderness, and inhabited only by wild men. The
doctor was reared and educated, in his native county, until he had reached

twenty years of age, when he entered the IMemphis medical school, from

which he graduated in made a successful i>ractice of medicine until

1801, and then attended the New Orleans medical school, for advanced

studies in his profession. Since leaving this institution he has been in

constant practice, in the vicinage of his present residence. Indeed, so

great was the demand for his services, that h(‘ was not permitted, by his

neighbors, to take up arms during the Civil war, but was retained at

home to care for the sick, and for the wounded soldiers, who flocked to

him for surgical aid. and almost made his house a hospital. The doctor

is also an extensive planter, owning 0.000 acres of land, of which he keeps

350 under cultivation, and he is also in the tlrug business at Kennedy,
thus having his hands as well as his brains constantly employed. The
marriage of the doctor took place, in 1855. to Miss Eliza C., daughter of

Martin Cooper, of ^Mississippi. The seven children born to this union

were named as follows: Fannie, wife of OV. T. AValker; John O., a ris-

ing young }diysician; .Tames T., a farmer; Oviellie, wife of Dr. .Joliu H.

Duncan: .Joseph L., Eddie and Elijah, deceased. Tiie adult portion of

the family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, south, and
are h.)ok(‘d upon with much respeet. I’raternally. the d<x;tor is a Free-

mason. and politically, he is a democrat. He is liberal in his donations

to all laudable enteiqnases. and has always been
2

)0])ular with his fellow-

citizens. having been tbe first successful democratic candidate from his

district for the legislature after the close of the late Avar. Since that

time he lias not placed himself in the field.

James S. IMcEACiiiN, a rising young lawyer of Vernon, Lamar counfy,

Ala., was born in Tuscaloosa. Ala., .January 20. ISIL, the eldest of a

family of six children. J)orn to Archibald B. and Dora (Somerville)

McEachin, natives respectively of Norik Carolina and Virginia. JlTs



^

.fi'toarij Ji.iKQW2r«„ m
55]

'• -.'' _..

• «I. .Ww vm..«»««t,<m* « .«a
,p, .0 a ™

.VT'WUOO'-.Slil'MA J
I ,

i
> ,^' -^'

'i;

i>"i

u„:, ,««w VI.....-- ,;,tu...j«w»u-jfuT nl>»W“^
Xi*nif v>

e^,x^V^ <>1 byicTSto
' ' “'1’;-, 'VW J
,y,-7.'

^ ri<sja.Ii07rx>il4,,.b0(ii«a:.
' -

,„ir ,m.„teIA- »J r«'; ’5y, f 'T"^^ «

f,.„l .r.-,., ivirf v.I Mtw til, .-<»« 'o

»i,‘ v,ri M.
if*'; j/

' u» ^ .8?oW.»o ''

;;®f-".

.., l.,rf.x,i. or.-^ .K.-.ii.ta
f, ,r b N. teivia

.,,„ ,„b 9,IT .1«»1*«<I;
J •Yfcu.itfXO M oal« «l

ijc;«.;l -ul ilo/iiu l..>,.^().rf

’J
t\j'

^i„ ],| r,,) (ma .uoiic'/'iilM w>£>ita D5*

v> ”h .1-4 .u,
^

;,f; ;r ;i,r'xri5x;J,'.

1.U atiiw I..':"

; ,
,ij»at,.a/. ..4no a-»o^

"

«,no' u.pc. ' ai.! ... .iiv-M'.U «
'v* f i( t,f>a hiiu anphiwMAinfl -.WnfjocrHi. 0#

..,! mu-a >'«’'''T‘''‘. ,,^
iR.fU, y'>|!ij?.

IJjfcll «M <il !l.).|i)tll ®
;v,fuui>i-i/K%»^r ^ ^

HMiotMliifttlT ill ...aiutJ a«v ..^tA . .

'wriiM l«i‘f'.vi;5'

'
4UI»iS/4J / ^ I -^.. EX- . ^

jfBMKitii ill ’ w • <&
.

' Vl .. iS dm:

-BU'.

,J(J!

M3



PERSONAL MEMOIRS—LaMAR COUNTV.

Iiatornal irrandjiaronts were Peter and Mai'ia (McEwen) 'McEachin, both

North Carolirdans, and his matprual grandparents were Janies and Helen

(Wallace) Somerville, both of whom were born in Orange county. Va.

Archibald B. iSIcPiachin is still living, and is quit'^ (irominent at the Tus-

caloosa liar. James S. McEachin received a first class ac-ademical educa-

ion in Tuscaloosa. ])reparatory to his entei ing. the uni\ ersity of Alabama,

from the law department of Avhieh institution he graduated in and

now holds a high position at the bar or Lamar connry. He has filled the

office of district solicitor of the sixth cir-cuit. having been ap]iointed by
Gov. Jones, and has filled the position of chairman of the democratic

county committee, of both Tuscaloosa county and Lajnar county, and has

on several occasions been sent as delegate to democratic conventions—
performing his duty thoroughly on all occasions, and to the satisfaction

of his numerous friends. For twelve years he has been a inernlier of the.

state troops, and was the organizer of tlie Warrior Guards of Tuscaloosa.

He served two years as lieutenant of the Birmingham rilies, organized

the Jones rifles of Lamar county, and hrdd the captaincy thereof three

years, and is now major in the Second regiment of state troop.= , having

it would seem, an innate predilection for military tactics. Mr. McEachin
was married in August, ISSd. to Miss Anna G.. daughter of John 'W. Mc-
Pherson. and a native of Virginia. This felicitous union has been blessed

by the birth of five children, named as follows; John W. , Helen W.

,

Tillie, Archibald B. and Henderson S. Mr. I'.JcEachiu is an Odd Fellow,

and he and his wife are members of the Jlothodist Episcopal church,

south. His position in social circles is an enviable one, and (irofession-

ally he is highl,y respected by his fellow-practitioners as well as tiy the

jiublic in general.

Andrew J. IMartin, of the firm of A. .1. & J. K. P. Martin, of Ken-

nedy, Lamar county, and Baleigh. Pickens county, Ala., was born in

Pickens county, this state. February 2 . l-'SoO, and is the eldest of a family

of eight. His parents. Caswell and Elizabeth (Powell) klartin. were
natives of North Carolina, and among the first settlers of Pickens county,

Ala., where Caswell (Martin was engaged in farming and merchandising,

and was quite prominent as a citizen. His death occurred in 1^77, at the

age of sixty-six. Thu ]);itt'rnal grandparents of Aiulrew .J. (Martin were
Serod 1). and Charity (Martin, of North Carolina, and his maternal grand-

mother was Lucy Powell, of the same state. Andrew J. was reared and
educated in Alabama. In W he entered the Confederate army, and
.served until the close, but was not in any of the leading battles, as his

hoaltli was frail :md did not ])crmit him to perform any very onerous
duties. In Is-i; fio married (Mrs. Katie B. Ashley, of Arkansas, widow of

Henry Ashh'y, and daughter of George W. Carroll, of Maryland. For a

number of years Mr. Martin was postmaster at Raleigh, and has :dways boeit

regarded as a sti'rling democrat and an upright business man. The ^tock
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354 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA,

(Carried by the firm at Kennedy is valued at •'siQ.iXiO, and that at Raleigh at

'$5,000, and the standing of the firm and its credit aj’e of the nrst chess. !Mr.

Martin is a substantial citizen, and contributes freely to nil public enter-

prises; he exercises his right of suffrage 'vvith care, \otin,g .for good and
competent men.

Lee S. Metcalfe, sheriff of Lamar county, Ala., is a native of the

county and vas born November 0, the second in the family of ten

children born to Wiley S. and Virginia E. (Bradley) 51 oicaife, of Alabama
and Virginia. The parents of Wiley S. A^ere James and Elizabath (Bunk-

head) Metcalfe, and were born respectively in North Carolina and Tennes-

see, and the parents of 51rs. Virginia E. hletcalfe wore William R. and
Ellen S. (Cowingtoii) Bradley, natives of Virginia. Lee S. Metcalfe Avas

reared a farmer and still folloAVS that A’ocation. He is the owner of 050

acres, of Avhich he keeps 175 under culllA atiou. In isSs, lie Avas elected

sheriff of the county by the democratic party and is tilling the office Avith

much credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the public. In he
married 5Iiss Jola Guin, a natiA’e of Alabama, and daughter of Jason Gain.

Taa"o children bless the union and are named Wiley L. and Jason S. 51r.

Metcalfe and Avife are members of the 51ethod^t Episcopal church, south,

and lead pious liA’es and useful ones, that gain the respect of all Avho

know them, not only at Vernon, their place of residence, but throughout

the county of Lamar.

Thomas B. Nesmith, attorney-at-laAv, at Vernon, Lamar county, Ala.,

is a native of this state, born in Morgan county. June 13, 1S32. His

parents were Thomas and Elizabeth (Roberts) Nesmith, natiA'es, respect-

iA'ely, of South Carolina and Tennessee; his paternal grandparents AA’ere

Alexander and Elizabeth (Martin) Nesmith, and his maternal grandfather

Avas Zacheus Roberts, of I’ennsylvania. His paternal great grandfather,

Thomas Nesmith, Avas a hero of the American Revolution, and Avas one of

the earliest settlers of Alabama. His father, Thomas Nesmith, came to

5Iorgan county, Ala., Avith his father. Alexander Nesmith, in I'^M. and

here passed the remainder of his life. Thomas B. Nesmith Avas educated

at private schools in his native county, and taught school tAvo years, and.

at the age of tAventy-three, entered the academy at Somerville, studied

there one year, then for seven years taught school, studying hiAV in the

meanwhile. He began tlie practice in 18G5, at Pikeville, then the county

seat of Clarion county, and, for ten years, met with unAUirying success

and enhancing reputation; in l>'7t) he remoAmd to Vernon, the county

seat of Lamar county, Avliere he has since resided in active and lucrative

practice, holding rank with the ablest lawyers of the county. 51i-.

Nesmith has ahvays been ])rominent as a member of the democratic party,

and has enjoyed its contidence to a marked degree. For nine years he

was county solicitor of Marion, and during that ])Oiaod Avas county super-

intendent of public instruction: Avas a delegate to the state constitutional

couA'ention; Avas general county administrator for se\*oral turms, and Avas
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solicitor for tlie tliii'd jiulicial circuit for four years. ISiO-st). He repre-

sented Lamar county in the state legislature in lsSl’-s3, and in iy84-85,

and has held several offices of less importance, in all cases serving with

credit to himself ami to the entire satisfaction of his constituents. In

addition to the iserformance of his legal duties and official functions, Mr.

Nesmith also gives considerable attention to agriculture, having 200

acres of land in a tine state of cultivation. He owns 3,^00 acres, of which

at least yOO acres are underlaid with first-class coal. }vlr. Nesmith was
united in marriage .Tune 11, l''(!'.l. to Miss 2^Iinnie C. ]Mcr.iain, a native of

Alabama, and daughter of Allen B. McLain. He had the misfortune,

however, to lose his amiable wife. .Tune 7, lyyfi, when she died in the

Methodist Episcopal faith, the mother of four children : Allen (deceased),

Christopher C., Daisy, and Thomas B. Mr. Nesmith is likewise a mera*-

ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, south, and is a Freemason and
an Odd P^ellow. His standing is high, professionally and socially, and
he is public spirited, liberal and philanthropic, contributing freely of his

means to churches, schools, and other public institutions.

Judge William A. Young is a native of Lamar countv. Ala., and was
horn October 22. I"')?, the second in a family of ten children, born to

James P. and klartha (Box) Young, natives of South Carolina and Ala-

bama, res})ectively. .Tames P. Young came to Alabama in 1836, and set-

tled in Fayette county, Avhere he engaged in tanning and farming.

He is a prominent citizen of Lamar, and is president of the Veteran
association of that county. The paternal grandparents of William A. Young
were Alexander and Esther Young, of South Carolina, and his maternal

grandparents vvere I.jyles and Mary Box, of Tennessee. William A. Young
was educated in the public and private schools of Lamar county, and at

the Vernon institute. At the age of twenty-three, he entered the law
department of the university of Alabama, at Tuscaloosa, and with one
exception, completed his law education in • a shorter period than any
other on record in that department. After gi"iduation he opened prac-

tice at Vernon, whicdi he successfully continued for six years, when he
was appointed probate judge by Gov. Seay in 1887. He filled tlie posi-

tion with punctilious attention to every detail of the l)usiness brought
before him. and was on the fir^t day of August. 18112. by a handsome
majority, elected to the same office. He has also served as mayor of

Vernon one term and has filled the position of chairman of the county
democratic executive committee of Lamar. The marriage of IMr. Young
took place in H''7, the bride lieing Miss Mary C. Crew, a native of Ala-
bama. and daughter (jf Titus Ij. Crew, of Tennessee. Two children have
come to bless the household, and are named Albert and Olivier.

Mr. Young is an Odd Fellow, and. with Mrs. Yonng, a member of the
Methodist Episcopal cTiurch, south. His haml is always open to the
demands of charity, and he is a liberal contributor to all commendable
enterprises. *
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LAUDERDALE COUNTY.

Kobert Axdreivs. mayor of Florence, and reji'ister and master in

chancery of Lauderdale county, was born in Florence. Auyust 10, 1842.

He is tlie son of Robert and ISIartlia (.Tackson) Andrews, tlie former of

whom was a native of Lancaster. Penn., and who came to Alabama at an

early aye. Sett liny in Lauderdale county, he followed farminy and mer-

chandisiny in Florence as a mendier of the firm of Kirkman Andrews.

His death occurred in 1><47. Mrs. Martha *Vndrews was born in Nash-

ville, Tenn., and was the daughter of .lames .lackson. who was one of

the pioneer settlers of Lauderdale county. Capt. Andrews was edu-

cated at the North Carolina Military institute at Charlotte, under Gen.

D. H. Hill, and afterward at Stewart's college, Clarksville, Tenn.,

where he was at the beyinniny of the war. He immediately left college

and returned home. In the fall of 1861 he joined the Twenty-seventh

Alabama infantry as a private soldier. He was promoted to first lieu-

tenant at Fort Donelson, and upon the re-oryanization of the conixuniy he

was elected captain. He was captured at Fort Donelson and held pris-

oner of war seven months, two months at Camp Chase and five at John-

son's Island. He was Avounded at New Hope Church. Ga.. in IMay, 1664.

and was in the hospital six months. He surrefidered at .Tackson, Miss.,

September Ifi. l.'^65. After the war he returned to Florence, and then

spent about twelve months in merchandising in Greene county. In 1672

he returned to Florence and engaged in the insurance business until 1>'78,

and in February of that year, he was appointed register in chancery by
the Hon. H. C. Speake. and since then he has been twice appointed bj'

the Hon. Tobias Cobbs, and is now serving his third term. Capt.

Andrews avus elected mayor of Florence in December. 1
"'0. for one year,

and he has since been twice re-elected. He served tAvo years as United

States commissioner, and tlien resigned. Ho is a master Mason, is a

member of the grand loAlge of the K. P.. and has filled the chairs of sub-

ordinate lodges.

John Thoma.s Ashcr.vft, a prominent member of the Lauderdale
county bar. Avas born in Clay county, October 15, Is.'i). He is the son of

Andrew ,1. and Eleanor E. (Wiley) Ashcraft. Ilis father Avas born in

Jackson county. Ga.. Decemlier I'', Ibefi. .Tohn. tlie grandfather of A. .1.,

came from England and settled in Anson county, N. C.. Avlu're his father.

Thomas, Avas born August 6. 17^t). The mother of A. .1. Avas the daugh-
ter of Eiihriam Able, a Daptist minister of Cidin'per ci.mnty, Va. Mrs.

Eleanor E. Ashcraft, the danghtiu’ of .lohn Wiley. Avas born in St. Clair

county. Ala., September 21. 1>;1'.J. dolm Wiley's father Avas Thomas, his

grandfather Avas an Englishman, his mother Avas Tabitha Noel, the daugh-

ter of a Scotchman. Tliomas and Tabitha Avere married in North Caro-

lina, whore .lohn was born in Gi'',). Thoina.-. Avas in the Indian Avar, a'nd

was lying sick in Talladega Avhen the battle of Jackson's Ford took place.
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Near the site of this battle John soon afterward settled. John Wiley

married Sns;in. th.e daughter of Thomas Fairris, who came from the

Emerald Isle and settled in Edyetiold. S. C., where Susan was born Aug-

ust I’O, Isiil. John Wiley, his father and mother, were Presbyterians, his

wife a Methodist. Andrew J. Ashcraft came with his parents to Talla-

dega county, Ala. (afterward changed to Clay), when a boy, where he

he lived till he moved to Whitesboro, Tex., in February, He is a

farmer and machinist. He volunteered and was enrolled in the Fourteenth

Alabama, company f. Contederate States arm3'. in IMarch, 1SG2, and sur-

rendered with Lee. being then chief steward in the receiving and forward-

ing hos2)ital. He and his wife are the parents 'of eleven children, eight

of whom are living. John Thomas Ashcraft is the eldest. His boj'hood

was si‘>ent on his father’s farm and in the schools of the community’. At
the age of seventeen he entered the Lineville high school, remaining tjvo

years. The- next two 3'ears were spent at the Agricultural and Mechani-

cal college. Auburn, Ala., graduating in l-'^2o with the degree of liach-

elor of engineering. He was then co-principal of the Newton, Dale

county, high school, till the summer of when he went to Pike

county as co-jirincipal of the Brundidge high school, remaining there

three years. In IS^o he accepted the chair of natural science and applied

mathematics in Savoj" college, Texas. Was principal of the Bells. Tex.,

high school the next .vear. and returned to ^^lay county, Ala., in the sum-
mer of 18b7. Was principal of the Lowndesboro, Wla,. institute. 1883--89.

His vacations were spent in driving through the country, stimulating

young men and women to seel: an education. Man 3: came to his schools,

and he has enjo3’ed the pleasure of seeing a good proportion press on
through the college and universit3' to honorable positions in the profes-

sions and other walks of life. In Juh'. is^O, he moved to Florence, Ala.,

and was admitted to the practice of law on the 19th of September. Here
he has since practiced his profession wdth success. He is a member of

the order of I. O. G. T., an active Baptist and an ardent democrat. On
December 21. he married .Vnna A., daughter of Dr. G. Hendrick, a

prominent plpvsician of Brundidgt', Ala. She is a graduate of Judson
institute. Marion. Ala.—class lS'^3. After returning from the war, it was
his father’s peculiar pleasure to gather the neighboring children around
his fireside on tlie long winter evenings and encourage them to the stiuG'

of their books, which had been neglected for four 3’ears. To a desire for

knowledge there kindled does the subject of this sketch attribute his past

achievements and present position in life.

•loxATHAX McD.wrn rrxxTXcifA.M. state senator from the first dis-

trict, ccnpiosi'd of Ijauderdale and Limestone counties, was born in Laud-
erdale connt\u Jul}' 4, 1842. He is a son of .Tonathan McDavid
Cunningham, a native of Lama.ns district. S. C.. born in 1‘^tM). Ho mar-
ried Olivia Nance, wlio was born in Rutherford county, Tenn., in ISIT).

Her ix'ople weia* from Nf)idh Carolina. The father of .lonathan IvfcDavid
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Cunningham, Sr., was John Prioe Cuciiingham, a. pioneer of Madison
county, Ala., of Saotch ancestry, who settled in that count}' in 1818. He
served in the legislature of Alabama in 1830. He r^nnoced to Lauderdale

county in 1822, in which count,v he followed plantin.g for the rest of his

life. His son, Jonathan McDavid Cuuningliain. wa.s engaged about ten

years in making a re-surve.y of Alabama after the burninc of the records

at Huntsville, and he was subseciuently county suvecyor of Lauderdale

county. In the meantime he was engaged in ohuiiing. Ho was married

in Lauderdale county in 1834. and both he and his wife died, in 1871, he in

August, she in Septcmlier. The,v were ilie parents of three children, two
of whom still survive. Uf these two ',.ons. Jonafhan McDavid was the

younger. He was reared on the farm and attended the country schools

until the beginning of the war. He was m ustered into the Confederate

service in Florence, .Tanuary 9, 1862, as first lieutenant of company I,

Twenty-seventh Alabama infantry. Col. Jackson succeeding C.ol. Hughes’
and served in that regiment until the close of the war, surremlering at

Meridian, Miss., IMa.y 18. 1865. After the war he returned to Lauuei’dale

county and engaged in farming. He was married in 1861) to Miss Susie P.

Taylor, of Lauderdale count.y. In 1876 Capt. Cunningham was elected

to represent the count.v of Lauderdale in the legislature, and was again

elected in 1888. Durin.g this term of service he introduced the bill to

increase the appropriation for public schools, and secured its passage, by
which there was approimiated 8100, OOU in excess of the usual amount.

In 1892 he was elected to the state senate to rexiresent the tirst district.

He was nominated by Lauderdale county and received 583 ma,iority over

his opponent at the primaries. Capt. Cunningham has seven children,

and he and his family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church,

south.

Gkorge P. .loxES. a leading citizen and prcmiiient attorney of Florence,

Ala., and a member of the well known law tirm of Simpson & Jones, was
born near Russellville. Ala.. January 11, i8.')0.. He is a son of Hon. Henry C.

Jones, one of the oldest and most prominent of the l-Jorence bar, who
since 1874, lias tilled the office of solicitor for the eighth .judicial district.

George P. Jones was educated in Florence, and after readin.g law with

Chancellor Ke.yes, was admitted to the bar in 1^71. In 1872, he began the

practice of law. and has ever since then camtinued to follow it with suc-

cess. At the present time he is recognized as one of the leading members
of the bar. The tirm of Simicson ifc Jones was formed in h''''5. Mr. Jones

is president of the board of directors of the state normal colh-ge, to which
position ho was elected in H^7. and he is re.gardod as one of the most

I)ublic-si)irilcd citiziMis of uortln'm Alabama.

Henry C’. Jone.s, a iirominont citizen of Florence, and solicitor for

the eighth judicial district of Alabama, was born in Franklin c'ounty,

January 23, 1''21. He is a son of William S. and Ann (Coy) Jones, both

natives of Virginia, and of English descent. Tliomas Jones, grandfuther
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of Henry C., was a colonel in tlie Kevolntionary war, and William .Tones,

fathof of Henry C.,came to Alabama in I'^IT, locating in Madison county,

and removing thence to Franklin county, in where he died in 1S74, at

the age of seventy-six. Henry C. Jones was educated primarily at the

county schools, and then attended La Grange college, graduating in 1840.

He next read law under Prof. Tutwiler of La Grange college, and with

Hon. Daniel Coleman of xVthens, was admitted to the Franklin county

bar in 1841.^ During the same year he was elected probate judge of

of Franklin county, and held the office for eighteen months. Being then

elected to the legislature, he resigned his judgshi}) and served in the leg-

islature with distinction, both in the lower house and in the senate. His

work in both branches of the legislature gained him prominence all over

the state. In 1850, Judge Jones settled in Florence, and continued the

practice of his profession. In 1800, he was a Douglas elector, and was
a member of the state convention called up on the election of Abraham
Lincoln to the presidency. In that convention he vigorously opposed
secession, yet when the state had seceded, notwithstanding his vigorous

opposition, to a secessional policy, he was elected to the Confederate

provisional congress, in which body he served one year. During the war
he was engaged in the manufacture of cottons and woolens in IMississippi,

under a contract for the Confederate governmant. After the war he
returned to Florence, and resumed the practice of law, taking rank with

the leading members of the bar. Judge Jones’Jnts always taken an active

part in politics, and has given his services freely to the party^ in time of

need. During the period of reconstruction he was for five years chairman
of the democratic central committee. In 1870, he was the Tilden elector

for his district, and made speeches throughout northern Alabama. In

1874, Judge .Jones was elected, by the legislature, solicitor for the eighth

district, and he has been re-elected to that position at each election since.

He is now serving his third term, which expires in 1898, and intends to

retire with its expiration. Judge Jones wa.s married in Athens to klartha L.

Keyms, who died in Florence, IMay 0, 1887.

Hiram R.vli'.iuii Kennedy, kl. D.. one of the most prominent phy’si-

cians of Lauderdale county', and a representative of that county', in the

state legislature, was born on his father's farm, on Cow Pen creek, three

miles from Green Hill post office, and fourteen miles from Florence. Sep-

tember 3b, 1''5.’!. He is the son of Rev. E. R. Kennedy', who was a native

of North Carolina, and came with his parents to Alabama, when eight or

ten years old. He followed farming as a vocation, and also ran a mill,

and besid(' these lU'eached for tiie Methodist PIpiscopal church. Plis death

occin-red April 7, 1^'?7, in his sixty'-tiith .vear. His wife was Louisa J.

Chisholm, who was born in Alabama. She still lives. They' were the

parents of eight children, sovcm of whom survive, three sons and four

daughters. Dr. Kennedy' was reared on tlie farm, and attended the

country schools. In 1^74 he entered the Normal school at P''lorence, and



'I'''

JJ. •

.u.f
i

i i M

,r -yiin.vu; <.?];-! .
<•' .:mu:; lu,

'll ''T
*

1 di (ivifj -V ni
,

,
.

'

> - f -' 7 I /• 'I' If*

, ''diiojdHiU -mini^rKl l-i.i-u*.. .« y 5 oou:>.

I 'ti ;.i.lf:.f
i>'r| iin:l>ij, rS'i'

y.,-
I

^.i;y '"i

V'V (y^^•

V's.'7 i /.

y ' i

: 1 11 '-I
I ^, 11^1 u’ 'ind

jjfii: (
t(v.u' ) jtiI:.ifUnt’l' lo'

i-ti' ''I :

''>

•ritjiulr'f

.) •••'nivw^jrv'.f -n.! JflUW

:.f-i(;T.,. ,d.;- i rtl

s , aifi lo

... ,itv qji
•.' «

;d iraftTn-‘' h'ji'r iif
,- o1 ukwqa

"j, )!'''. 'n''»uv

.
• . -a ,M ,.

•.«>••, I.'-.** i.7

? '

1 x\. rr
:!

' nr b

Mr .on-Mira-'u*

FvP.-j 1 ;
1 ..

1'

'

i-iu: 7

.'C\
>dv!y."ki

;/ v(i|i>.

/ bl 7

> iri i‘-tij '"'

•..., 7 'ul 'Utj 'V ii'" '

i b'Mjvjy!

{ i){
'

jLivr : jii r id

f)rt

II I, ,,':

'
r

uj

. ' r H 'i

'

•
I

'

J :

•U viJri'iM

',r' 'ii'. 'I
" ;

;7i -’1'

•.»

’/V iVj
'

7ilMl llM nd,- : *i M Ct .Hoili^CCjnO

.bw;V-,il vj . d ikilih/ .d •d. c.o-.> l«doiaivoiJ

. .yy-'o7 *
.yt,q 7.vymir yj. qi lry;'=^rr^

•'•'
,. •

1 » . - •». 4 .. i»
’ «¥e*KiYri^.

k /

. n

<1 ' ,0 v"'.; .

••

> r* 't I f-J
•‘f

( ',

*

ddf.irr -iit -

„,i,..ro-o y;v..l,dt 7 .^ ' mm kJU'itdin «'

t,, bA,iCM.,vv; Oj fv9R7 tf 4<«

'.rill i" ddJ

7 i'.7:nd ''dd f'n 'i-y
id .)•^Bq''

. n T 7 -'ul -rH'iiiO,

,„l /iT -l: ,rl i.rjn- . •.>i*.;r>n»r9b »<U 10

i:. ,V::W.- -1 MIH-V ui'lv-r' ,l..^ I

.. ,„ „, "iv,! .,: «-iji|» Ji-'ii! ' .Ii'i'ii iiJ u.w «« »-l

I ‘r-, 7
^

J J '
* '

=

',M.{j I- -.’''r*''.)

-• r‘, .'Kir’iol'

;

'

* I'.n il <- '" t '

•J| <i

lliul

ll/

,|t 7(ll/ .'

.ao ..d !' ’'

}r •;

'

I/./ uHi

;
'»i1.

,*;. . t -Ifi '

,11 /
' ‘

• ‘
• • '

-

I.;,q ,0
vliUifo M'dn6i>ux.J to

d.7 .rr.rt- .-•i-'Hlrd r.o .n <f

un u.4d'':r.li»i .
*’>ir.-' •r.u.] U*i; a-rj;> iDor.-

.'

^>1 ,:j ,a .v^>n io I.y ^nh .i .a.

A yt Vjfi'vir.<(>'.id dm; ,«iuK »•!«>> dno/: i

.ivt:4 ji 70 *

'

4 ''« «aij:ui.id i,R .bio ^.'uy>x
n:.. ,, f.- ,)*d J a MJ ' »^o ...

^. .

btic .‘id 1 *! I-A'i:'.-;. wmriw^oil- lyn.mu mi. . i



360 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

remained there in attendance about tAvo and a half years. He th'^n read

medicine under Dr. .lames Kyle. Avho resided near Florence. He attended

a course of lectures at the Louisville university in 1^77 7s. .and ayain in

1879-60, graduating in Returning to his home iii Lauderdale county,

he located in his old neighborhood, and again the practice of medicine,

at tlio same time carrying on farming. He owns a Farui of about 5 i)F acres

of land. Dr. Kennedy is a member of the Lauderdale IMcdicai society, of

which he was A'ice-presidont one year. In he was elected as a rep-

resentative in the legislature from Lauderdale eouuty. He Ava.=; married

in December, to IMiss Mary E. Bretherick, danghter of Benjamin I.

Bretherick of Lauderdale county, and to this marriage, there luiA'e been

born children, as folloAvs; Oscar Yandell. Edgar Leslie, E\'a Estella,

Reba Louisa, and Hiram Raleigh.

Felix Grendy Lambeth, a A\-ell knoAvn citizen of Florence. Ala.,

and postmaster of that city. Avas born in Hardiman county, Tenn,,

March 9, 1646. His father, Alfred IMoore Lambeth. Avas born in Korth
Carolina, in 1799, and Avent to AA’est Tennessee Avith a colony, in the early

days. The Avertern part of the state at that time Avas full of Indians.

He was a planter by occupation, and foiloAA’ed that A’oeation until his

death, in 1866. He Avas then eighty-seAmn years old. His Avife Avas Caro-

line Eliza Campbell. aa'Iio Avas born in Tennessee about 1819, and

died in 18H. Felix Grundy Lambeth Avas reared in Hardiman county.

Tenn., and he Avas educated in the countiy schools of that county. His

education Avas interfered Avitli by the breaking onf' of the Avar. He
remained on the farm during the period of the Avar, and in 1866 took a

position as clerk in his brother's store at Middleton, Tenn., Avhere he
remained until DecembeKlb, 1870. He then removed to Florence, and in

1871 engaged in mercantile business in that city. The next year he sold

out his business and Ix'came a clerk in the oltice of the })robato jiulge of

Laudedale county. He remained in that office until November, 1874. In

1877 he Avent to Denver. Col., and spent the Avinter, returning to Florence

in 187.9, and became a clerk in the postoffice, remaining thus engaged
until 18sf!, In the meantime, he became ena'ayed in Vmsiness Avith John B.

Price, tlie firni name being Lambeth & Price. In 1883 he purchased

Mr. Price's interest in the ljusiness. and continued to carry it on alone

until 18M), Avlieu Ikj sold out ani engaged in the real estate business. In

1889 he Avas appointed postmaster of Florence, taking charge of the

office NoA'ember I, that year. He still retains the position. iMr. Lam-
beth is a republican in politics, and takes great interest in the party. Ho
has served as cliairman of the Lauderdale county republican execu-

tiA'e committee for a niinilier of years, and is a memlan- of that eouimiltee

at the ])rosent time. He is a member of tlie Knights of Honor, and

Legion of Honoia He Avas married, in Avest Tenne.ssee, December 18, 1870,

to Miss Susan Allington, daughter of Thomas T. Allington, Avho Avas

at one time probate* judge* of Lauderdale rounty, and for eight years,'
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postmaster of Florence. To this marriage live of the eight children

born are living.

William B. IMcClure. probate judge of Lauderdale county, was born

near Lexington. Xovember 27, 1s."j4. He is a son of James I. and Sarah E.

(Smithson
I
!McClnre. the former of whom was born in South Carolina, in

1833. He was tlie son of William IMcClure. ISIrs. Sarah E. IMcClure was
born in east Tennessee in 1831), and was the daughter of Hezekiah P.

Smithson. About l'^3e the 2^IcClnre family came to Alabama, and located

in Lauderdale county. About one year later William ^McClure died.

James I. }vIcClure was reared on the farm. During the war he served in

the Sixteenth Alabama infantry, and died May 5. 1882. His widow still

survives. They were the parents of ten children, only two of whom are

now living. William B. McClure was the eldest of the family. He w’as

reared on the farm and attended the common schools. In 1877 he began
teaching, and taught until 1883. In 488o he was elected magistrate of the

Lexington precinct, and in l88l he was elected tax assessor of the county.

He was re-elected in 1883. and served in all, in that office, eight years.

In 1892 he was elected probate judge of the county and took charge of

the office on November 1. of that year. His general vocation has ahvays

been that of farming, and he now owns a farm in the Lexington beat,

about twenty-one miles northeast of Florence. He was married in 1871

to Miss L. McGee, daughter of Jacob McGee, of Lauderdale. To their

marriage have been born nine children. Judge 2.IcClure is a member of

the fanners' alliance. He is, in every sense of the word, a self-made

man.. He owes his present position entirely to his own efforts. He began
life with only a common education, and no patrimony, and now he is well

off and highly respected.

WiLi.iAM T. IMitchell. tax collector of Lauderdale count}*, and one of

its best known citizens, was born in the central part of the county, June 4,

1841. He is a son of X. G. and Rebecca (Richardson) xlitchell. both of

whom were born in Lauderdale county. The father was a planter and
merchant, and died about 1872. His widow died in 1878. The father of

X. G. IMitchell was Robei't Mitchell. Avho Avas one of the pioneers of

Lauderdale county. The father of !Mrs. Rebecca IMitchell was .lohn R.

Richardson, also one of the early settlers of the county. William Thomas
iMitchell Avas rearm'd on the farm, and reeeiA'ed but a common school edu-

cation. He remained on the farm until the beginning of the late Avar,

and in iNil, he enlisted in company I. Xinth Alaiiama infantry, and served
throughout the war. He was sergeant of his company for a time, and in

1804 Avas ai)))ointed. by Presi(hmt DaA'is. adjutant of the Thirty-fifty Ala-

bama infa.ntry. H(' Avas neithm’ Avonnded nor capturt'd during the Avar.

At the close of hostilities, he engaged in fanning in Lauderdale county,

and has since continued so engaged. In 1^84 he Avas elected tax collector

of this county. Avas j-e-electc'd in 1>''S. again in 1>'92. Mr. ^Alitchell is

a Mason, a memli(>r of the order of Knights of Honor, and of the Ancient
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Ordoi’ of United Workmen. He was married, in to Miss Emma Ken-
nedy, of Lauderduk* county, dauyliter of Enoch Kennedy. To their union

seven children have been born, two of wliom are dead. The names of

those livinn; are: Susan A.; Uia; Vernon; Ola and Rutledrte. Mr. Mitchell

has acquired his property by his own efforts, being left after the war with

nothing, but he now has a comfortable competency.

Zebfi.on P. IMcutRlsox. one of the prominent citizens of Florence,

Ala., and one of the oldest citizens of the xilaco, was born in Rockbridge
county, Va.. June 16, 1>18. He remained on the farm in his native

county until he reached the age of fourteen, and then he went to Lexing-

ton, Va.
,
and was bound out to a cabinet maker 'to learn the trade.

After serving his aipirenticeship. he left Lsxington November 7, l>il7.

and went to Holly Springs. Miss., and next year went to Tuscumbia.

Ala., where he remained two years. In he removed to Florence,
^

where he has resided ever since. He carried on the cabinet maker's

trade in Florence for many years, taking also large contracts in building

and bridge work. He built the old synodical college and the normal col-

lege in Florence. For the past few years he has been in the undertaking

business. In 1S53 IMr. Morrison was elected an alderman of Florence,

and for twenty-seven consecutive year's he was re-elected. In ISSO he
was elected mayor of the city, and for eleven years he was re-elected to

this position, without opposition. In UOl he retired from the office of

mayor of his own accord, and the same year his friends prevailed upon
him to run for alderman, and. being elected, he is a member of the

board at the present time. His administration as mayor w'as conducted

on sound business princ-iples, and was considered a success from first to

last. His work as an alderman has been of great value to the city of

Florence, his acknowledged sound judgment having ^gi'eat weight with

his fellow-aldermen. Mr. Morrison is a member of ‘ the Blue Lodge,

chapter and council of the Masonic fraternity, and he is a member of >the

Methodist E[)iscopal church, south. At the present time there are but

four persons living in Florence Avho were there Avhen he located in the

X»lace in lelo. i\Ir. Morrison is a self-made man; beginning with noth- ,

ing, he has accumulated a competency, and is now one of the wealthy and
influential men of Lauderdale county.

Edward Asbfrv O'Neai.. ex-governor of Alabama, and one of Lauder-

dale county's most distinguished citizens, was boni in Madison counU’,

Ala. He is the son of Edward and Rebecca (Wheat) O'Neal, the former
of whom was a native of Ii'eland. and the latter of South Carolina, but of

Hugaienot extraction. Edwaial O'Neal, soon after his marri.age in South
Carolina, settled in Madison c<.)unty. Ala., and died there when Edward
Asbuiy was but three months old. His widow survived him some years,

dying in Madison ('ounty. in U.')6. Tiiere wei-e two sons born to them,

viz.: Basil Wheat (3'Neal. who was a planter in Texas for many years,

and died there in 1S''1. and Edward Asbury 0'Ne;d. After ]-ecoiving an
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academic education, inclndin.ii' English litei-ature and the classics, Edward A.

O'Neal entered Ea'^Gran.ire colle.ae, and .u'raduatod from that institution

in 1836, with the.’de,<rree of l^acheloi- of arts, and with the first honors of

his class. He was a law student Avitli Hon. .lames W. 1X10011111", of Hunts-

ville. and was admitted to the bar in 1840. He was associated in the

practice of the law, at ditferent times, with Robert Armstrong’. 'William

Basil Wood and John E. Aloore, the latter, an elder brother of Col.

Sydenham IMoore. In his first case, one before Daniel Coleman, he

greatly distinguished himself, and spi’ang at once into popular favor. In

IS 11 he was elected, at a called session of the legislature, solicitor of the

fourth judicial circuit, to fill out the unexpired term of George S. Hous-

ton, and served four^years. From that time forward, for many years,

Mr. O'Neal devoted himself exclusively to the practice of the law. He
was a strong believer in the right and justice of secession, and advocajed

that course for the state prior to its culmination in war. AVhen this height

was reached, he had the courage to accept the wager of battle, and to take

up arms for the^purj)Ose of making it a success. But it is a remai’kable

thing that or the many who distinguished themselves as advocates of

secession in northern Alabama, only Mr. O’Neal, and not to exceed four

others, had the consistency to go to the front v,’hen the war came on.

On June 4. 1’'61. Mr. O'Neal left Florence, commissioned as captain, for

Richmond. A^a.. in command of three companies of soldiers. Upon reach

ing Richmond, he wms at once made major of tne Ninth Alabama infantry,

and became lieutenant-colonel of it in the fall. In March. 18Gi, he was
• appointed colonel of the Twenty-sixth Alabama infantry, and commanded

this regiment at Yorktown, AVilliamsburg. Seven Pines, and the battles

around Richmond. At Seven Pines, he had his horse killed under him,

and he was himselUseverely injured by a piece of a shell. At Chancel-

lorsville, his command won the honors of the day. In W63, he com-
N manded Rhode's division, and led it in the battles of Gettysburg and

Mine Run. in which battles he distinguislied himself for courageous

bearing. EaiJy in I'sfjf. his regiment was sent back to Alabama to

recruit its depleted ranks, but it was not permitted long to remai.i. It

was ordered to Dalton, Ga., where Col. O Neal tooic command of Cantey's

brigade. This brigade h'e led dui'ing the remainder of Gen. Johnston's

famous D'troat b(d'<^re Gmn Sherman to Atlanta, and after Gen. Hood was
placed in command of .lohnstim's army. Col. O'Neal was relieved and
served on detached duty the rest of the war. A commission of brigadier

general was issued to liim, but .on account of irregular mail communi-
cations, it never reached him. He was mustered out of service just four

years after leaving.^Fli)rence, in I'^iil, for the war. Returning liDine. he
resumed the i>ractice of the law. In 1^74, Gen. O'Neal entered into the

political fight, which resulted in the restoration of the democratic party

to power in the state. In August, GI.'i. he was elected to the constitu-

tional convention and served in that convention as chairman of the com-
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mittee on education. As sucli ciiairman. he fiain<^-d and secured the

adoption of section nine, article Thirteen, Tvliich authorized tlie le-organi-

zation of the entire educational system, p.ublic and pri\'ate. of the state.

In ISSO, Gen. O'Neal was an elector on t'ue Hancock ticket, and made
speeches throughout the state advocating his election to the presidency.

In 1882. he was elected governor of the state, and wts re-eiected in 1^>^4.

Upon his retirement from office, his administraiion of the affairs of state

received nothin”' imt commendation and praise, and is believed to have

been, in fact, one of the strongest and best the state has even* had. Gov.

O'Neal was married at Huntsville. Ala.. A]n’il 12. ls;fs. to Miss Olivia

Moore, eldest daughter of Dr. Alfred hloore. To' this marriage there

were born nine cluldren. two of whom died in infancy. One of these

children, Emmet O'Neal, was for a long time associated with his father

in the ]n'actice of the law. He was born at Flcrence, Ala.. September 20.

1853. He was educated at the Florence Wesleyan university, at the univer-

sity of Mississi})pi and at the university of Alabama, graduating from

the latter institution in 1873. He at once entered u])on the study of the

law in the oftica* of his father, and was admitted to the bar in 1870.

Since his admission to the bar. he has given his exclusive attention to

the practice of the law. In issp. he was a delegate to the convention

that nominated Gen. Hancock for the presidency of the United States.

He has served as a member of the state democratic executive committee,

and as an alderman of Florence. He is a director in the W. B. Wood
Furnace company, and in the Sheffield IMarble and Phosphate company.
He is a member of the Knights of Honor and of the Knights of Pythias.

He has been a delegate to the various state conventions for several years,

and in 1892, was elector at large of the state on the Cleveland ticket.

He is, at the present time, city attorney of Florence. He was married at

Tuscaloosa. July 24. l''^l, to Miss Lizzie Kirkiirin. daughter of Samuel
Kirkman, Esq.., of Florence. To this marriage there have been born two
children, viz. : Lizzie K. O'Neal and Kirkham O Neal.

Nathan' P.vrrin's. one of the leading members of the L inderd'de bar.

was born of t^uakin' ancestry, in Au.u'usta county. Va.. June 2i>. W05.

He is the son of .John H. and Ella uMoorman ) Parkins. .Tohn H. Park-

kins is a native of Virginia, born Januarv 15. in Winchester. Freder-

ick county. H'l' is tin* s.ou of Nathan Parlcins. wlio was also a Virginian.

The wife of .lohn H. Parkins was born in Lvnchburg. Va.. April 29. fslR,

and is the daughter of Thomas Terrell Moorman, a native of Lvnchburg.
Va. .lohn H. Parkins was born and reared at the home of his father,

"Tiie Old Stone IMill." near tVinchester. a locality well known to the

soldiers of tlie late war. He received a common school ('ducation. He
served in the war at first with Gen. Garnett's lirigade. and lati'r with

Gen. Early. Since the war he has followed farming, manufacturing and
contracting. He has served his state in various offices of trust and lionor.

among which offices were those of memVjer of the board of directors of
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the State Insane asylum at Staunton, and State Director of the tVinchester

and Staunton turni)ike. He is now residiii:^ on his farm at Fort Detiance,

Augusta county. Va., where he is highly honored and esteemed as a citi-

zen. Nathan Pa .'-kins is the eldest of eight children. He was reared on

his father's farm at Fort Detiance. Va.. and was given a liberal education.

When eleven years of a':?e he entered the Augusta Classical and Military

academy, and graduated fj-oin that institution Avhen in his eighteenth year.

He then entered tiie university of Virginia, attending during the sessions

of and Is^l. graduating in Latin. French, and German. After leav-

ing the university he taught school at Williamsville, Va. , one year, and

then spent two years on the farm. Rr'tuniing to the university of

Virginia, during the sessions of and l^SS, he took the course in law,

and was admitted to the bar in Staunton. Va., .Tune do. ISS's. After a

brief practice in Staunton he removed to Florence. Ala., in October of

the same year. Ho was admitted to the bar October 3o. and at once

began the practice of his profession at Florence. Since that time he has

been admitted to ]u-actice in tiie state, supreme, and federal courts.

Though Mr. Parkins’ residence in Florence has been comparatively brief,

he has taken rank as one of the most prominent members of the bar of

northern Alabama. Politically. Mr. Parkins is a republican. He is of

whig ancestry, his father and grandfather having been members of that

grand old party while it existed. He is liberal in his views and not V)y

any means a partisan in the strict and narrow sense of that terra, and has
both weight and influence in the councils of ins party. He has thoroughly
identified himself with the industrial development of his town, and is a

member of the boards of directors of several development companies.

He is attorney for Bradstreefs commercial agency at Florence, and is a

member of the order of Knights of Pythias.

Richard Orick Pickett, a iirominent lawyer of Florence. Ala., was
born in Fauquier county, Va.. August '2'2. H23. He is the son of Steptoe

and Sarah O. (Chilton) Pickett, both natives'^of Virginia, the former of

Frencli ancestry, and the latter of English. Steptoe Pickett lirought his

family to Alabama in and settled in Limestone county, where he

and his wife lived tlie remainder of their lives. They rearel a family of

six sons and thiue daughters, Richard 0. being tlie Si'cond son. He was
educated in the common schools of the]couuty. and first began life as a mer-

chant, liut not succeeding to his desires, he entered tlie law oftice of Hon.
Janies Irvine, as a student in 1''13, and was admitted to the bar in 184.').

He inimediat'dy began t ) practice law at IMoulton, and rejiresented

Lawrence county in the legislature in H4U. He remained ai iMoulton till

the outbreak of the war. In he raised a company of soldiers in

Lawrence county to serve his state for twelve months, but owing to a.

change in the law. requiring enlistment to be for three years or during
the war. his command was not received into service and was immediately
disbanded. Mr. Piidcett then raised a company which became coni[)any H,
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of the Thirty-fifth Alabama infantry, witli whicli company lie was cap-

tured at Corinth. He subsequently entei’ed the cavalry service, and in

•November. was commissioned colonel of the Tentli Alabama cav-

alry, which was organized to constitute a ]>art of Gen. Roddy's command,
and whose services were, in a great measure, confined to outpost opera-

tions in the Tennessee valley. With this regiment he served until the

close of the war. He was mustered out at Pond Springs, in May,
Upon the evacuation of Corinth, Col. Pickett was ca])tured. he being at

the time, too ill to get away or to be .removed^ with the sick. He was
held until the following September, when he was- exchanged at Vicks-

burg. While with the Thirty-titth regiment Col. Pickett participated in

the battles of Baton Rouge. Champion Hills, and a number of skirmishes.

At the close of the war he returned to iMoulton. and resumed the prac-

tice of law. but in December. he removed to Florence. Since the

war, as before, he has taken an active part in politics. In P^75 he was
a member of the constitutional convention from Lauderdale couucy. and

he was in the legislature during the sessions of Issi-Se and l.'sbO-ST. He
was a delegate to the national convention that nominated Horatio Sey-

mour for the presidency, and took an active part in the campaign. He
was also a delegate to the national convention that met in Chicago in

1884 and nominated Grover Cleveland for president. Looking backward
over Col. Pickett s career, we note also that he was elected judge of Law-
rence county in U40. and was in the legislature from that county during

the sessions of l8i)3, 185.'). 1857, and 18(31. In 1850 he was elected to rep-

resent the sixth congressional district of Alabama, when Buchanan was
elected president. In 1843 Col. Pickett was married to Miss Fannie L.

Boggs, by whom he has had nine children, of whom only three are liv-

ing, (Mrs. Charles H. Patton. Mrs. Paul King and Mrs. S. Fj. Rice.

James K. Powers. A. M., president of the state normal college, at

Florence. Ala., was born in Lauderdale county, August 15. l'^51. He was
educated at the Florence Wesleyan university, and university of Ala-

bama, and was a tutor in the formiu- institution in 1870-71. In 1873 he

was graduated from the state university, with the degree of master of

arts, when that institution was granting that as a graduating degree, for

a grade of ninety or over in every department in the institution. Imme-

diately after his grtiduation. he was apjminted professor of mathematics

in the state normal college. In l88s he was elected ])resident of the

normal college, and was re-elected in l8()0 and in I8‘)i’. Under his ]n'esi-

dency the ttormal college has readied the hiylnnst point of efficiency and

attendance in its history. The averttge tittendance in 1801 wtis il'.il. wlnu'cas

the highest enrollment, previous to his oloction to the prt'sidoncy, never

exceeded 240 in any one year. It has attained the position of a normal

school, principally under his management. Prof. Powers was one of the

originators of the Alabamtt Educational association, and has served Ms
chairman of the executi\'e committee for two years, and prc'sident for one
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year. He has a very extensive aequaintance amonij the teaeiiers of the

south, and has probably supplied more places with teachers than any

other man in the south. He is a meinVier of the Methodist Episcopal

church, is a Kniirht of Pythias, and is a pa.st grand dictator for the state

In the order of the Knights of Honor. He was married January 30. 1870,

at Nashville. Tenn.. to Miss Lulu 'Reynolds, daughter of the late Calvin A.

Reynolds of Giles county. As Prof. Po'vevs' connection with the normal

college dates from the first day of the first se.ssToii. he is now completing

his twentieth year's service. Eveio" graduate and under-graduate sent

out by the institution (hundreds in number; has passed through his liands.

These fill many of the most important positions in Alabama. To know
these facts is to realize the inlluence ^har Pi’of. Powers has had in mold-

ing the educational sentiment of the state.

WiLLixVM M. Price. A. M.. IM. D., one of the most prominent physi-

cians and sui-geons of the county of Lauderdale, was born near Florence,

that county, June 3. 1«37. He is the .son of James B. and Prances

(Mason) Price, the former a native of Tennessee, and the latter of Vir-

ginia. James B. Price was one of the pioneers of Lauderdale county.

He engaged in farming and followed that occupation till his death, at

the age of seventy-five years. His wife died in 18r>3, aged fiffy years.

Dr. William M. Price was reared in Lauderdale county, and received a

collegiate education. He took his bachelor's degree at the Florence

Wesleyan university in 18.-)7. and received the honorary degree of master

of arts from the same institution in 1860. He then began the study

of medicine, entering the universit}’ of Nashville, graduating from the

latter institution in l'^G5. Immediately afterward he began the practice

of his profession at Bailey Springs, in Laudei'dale county, remaining at

that place until 1^70. when he removed to Florence. Here he soon took

rank among the most prominent and successful members of his profes-

sion, and at the present time, he is accorded first ]dace in the profes-

sion of Lauderdale county, not only by the people, but by the members
of that profession themselves. He is the senior physician in length of

time in practice in Florence. He has served as president of the Lauder-
dale county Medical society, and as chairman of the board of censors,

and lie is a member of the Alabama iMedical association. For a short

time during the war Dr. Price was connected with the Confederate army,
but served most of his time in detail in tlie surgeon's office. He was married
at Corinth, Miss., in lsJ8, to Miss IMartha J. Fort, who died in l'=^63, leaving

one son, now Dr. Percy T. Price, of JVaxliatchie, Tex. On Septemlier 18.

18(‘)ri, Dr. Price married iSIiss Nannie Henderson, of Maury county, Tenn., l)y

whom he has had eight children. Dr. Price is a member of the Kniglits

of Honor, and of tlie Metliodist Episcojuil churcli, south. He ranks
among the leading citizens of Florence. He is riuiet and unassuming in

his manner, never seeking publicity or undue i)ublic notice, an'd at the
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same rime ho is over ready and willing- to lend a hel}ving hand to all

good works.

Mason Bradford Shelton, the leading general rnorcliant of Flor-

ence, Ala., was born Februai-y 27. in Jaclcson county. Ala. He is

the son of William F. and Elizabeth (Wood) Shelton, the former of whom
was born August 3o, 1812. and came to Alabama in 1''27 with his parents

and an uncle or two. and was thus one of the first to settle in .Jackson

county. He followed farming for a livelihood and died in f^'^2. His wife

was a native of Tennessee and was born in l-'lti. Tiiey were married *in

ISir) in Jackson county, and were the parents of nine children, five of

whom, together with their mother, are still living. She is living on the

old homestead. iSIason Bradford Shelton was reared on the farm and was
educated in the common schools of his county, and then by persistent

private study, the schools themselves not being very etficient. By this

private study he acquired a knowledge of the higher English branches

and the classics. At the age of fifteen he had passed through Mitchell's

and Olney's geograjdiies, KirkmanS gi-ammar. and Pikes's arithmetic, and

though a young boy. began teaching school near his home, filling a

vacancy caused by the teacher of the school going away during the winter.

He taught school more or less each year in .Jackson and adjoining coun-

ties for the next ten years. As a rule he taught about eight months in

the year, and the rest of the time was spent in different stores, posting up
the books and waiting on customers. In the latter part of the year l>:!l32,

Mr. Shelton had a long and severe attack of sickness, and upon partially

recovering,’ being unable to bear arms, went to Gen. Pihow at Huntsville,

who sent him to Dr. Stout, at Chattanooga, for assignment to some duty,

and he was sent by him to Ringgold, Ga. . to fill a place in one of the Confed-

erate hospitals. After remaining there for some time engaged in the capac

ity of nurse for the sick and wo’unded, he was ajtpointed privaie secretary to

Dr. Curry, surgeon in charge of the Ford Jiospital. of Avhich he became
steward. At the end of about three months' time, however, having-

regained his health. lie was. at liis own request, sent to Shelbyville.

Tenn. , and he thei-e joined the IMurth Confederate Tennessee infantry.

Forty days after joining this regiment, he was with Gen. Bragg on his

famous retreat from Tennessee, and at Winchester. Being unable to

keep up with the regiment on account of having been sick so long, he

was captm-ed by the Federal soldiers. B»dng dressed in citizen's clothes,

not having yet donned the soldier's uniform, he was taken by them for a

spy and sent to Camp Chase. Ohio, where he was kept a prisoner for twen-

ty-two montlis. notwithstanding it was impossible to jirove him a spy, and

it was only through the intervention of United States Genator

Powell, afterward governor of Kentucky, with President Abraham
Lincoln, that he was released, the president himself signing Mr.

Sludton's discharge. After leaving Camp Chase, he wont by raiU

road to Cincinnati and liy steamboat t(j Henderson, Ky., where
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ho was ^ivon a posilion as salesman hy Soper, it Dallam, mer-

chants of that ])lace, where he remained about three months.

After tlie war he returned to his home in Jackson county. He remained

at home with li is parents only a few days, and then accepted a position in

the store with his cousin. C. C. Shelton, now of Chattanooya, Tenn.,

where he remained until .January 1. i^()7. Mr. Shelton now found him-

self the possessor of a few hundred dollars earned by wayn'S as cleric, but

the most impo’dant eA'cnt of his life had taken place when he met the

lady he expca-tcd and promised to make his wife. Miss Endora E’ittman.

This brouylit serious retlections to a poor man with hiyh anticipations,

which resulted in a resolution to yo west—out in the minin" camps of the

Kocky mountains. Crossing the plains by driving ten oxen to the old-

time prairie schooner, which rerpiired six weeks, two days of which time

was spent in lighting Indians, he reached Denver city in the moiilh of

July, and from there went to Ceorgetown, at that time a small mining
camp, but while he was there grew to be quite a city. Bh-om this point

he made his prospecting detours, leading a life of adventure, fdled with

hardship, danger, and jirivation. After nearly nine years spent in search

of gold and silver mines, meeting with the usual reverses and successes

incident to the pursidt, he tinally I'eturned to his native home, and finding

the lady he had left still watching and waiting, they were united in mar-
riage on the J:i)’d day of BEhrmary, 187.1. To this union there have been
born three children, all of wdrom are daughters, the eldest. Etfie, born
December h. l>'7.i, dying in infaneyv The next in age, Lida G.. was born
September 4, 1S7^, and the youngest. Alta 1^., was born Xovember J3.

1880. Mr. Shelton bought out the old firm he had formerly clerked for,

and engaged in the mercantile business at L<arkinsviHe, Ala., making a
success in the businf'.ss from the beginning. Aftcm nearly five years, he
lost his stor(> i)y fire on December 83. l'‘^80. In l-'''l he removed to Bdor-

(uice and formed a partnership with John H. Young, under the firm name^
of Shelton Y Young. A few months later he opened another store in

parUiei'sliip with a IHr. Eagsdade. under the firm name of Shelton Y Rags-
dalf. About eighteen mouths after going into business with Mr. Young
he sold his inttu'est to iMr. Young, continuing in the other firm. About
IS''!) Mr. Rag.sdale retired from this ftrni. and since then i\Ir. Shelt(jii has
continued on in business by him.sidf. doing a general merchandise busi-

ness and meeting with great success. Mr. Shelton was one of the organ-
izers of the Mendiant's bank of Bdorence. opened in 18'ii’. and of that
institution he is vice-])resident and a member of ihe board of directors. Ble

is a mend)(‘r of tlie iMasonie fi'aternity. and is :i1 ]U-esent worshipful mas-
ter of Florence lodge, Xo. 14. A. B’. Y A. M.. which, as is evident frcmi its

low number, is one of the oldest lodges in the state. Mr. Shelton is one
of the self-made men of Lauderdah' county, and in the tru-

est sense of the word. Starting with nothing 1 k' has attuined a
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position of wealth and intluence in the eommimity, all by his

lown industry and energy, and by doiny business on sti’ict business

princdples, and thus gaining a reputationf or honesty and integrity 'which

is wide spread and well known. Mr. Shehon is an enter])rising and lib-

eral citizen, and has always done his shan(‘ in supporting all laudable pub-

lic enterprises. He is a steadfast friend to schools, and has always been

found ready to do all in his power to advance the educational interests

and to improve the educational facilities of the city of Florence and of

the county.

Robert T. Simpson, attorney-at law. of Florence, Ala., was born in

Florence. His yiarents were .John and Margaret (Patton) Simpson, both

natives of Ireland. His father came from Ireland in 1818, and located at

Florence and engaged in mercantile pursuits. Seven years later he
returned to Ireland, and married there. Returning to Florence, he lived

there the remainder of his days. Robert T. Simpson graduated from
Princeton college in the class of 1857. He then entered the law depart-

ment of the Cu'iuberland university, Lebanon, Tenn., where he graduated

in the class of 1859. He then located at Des Arc, Ark., began the prac-

tice of the law, and was there at the beginning of the war. In April,

1801, he enlisted in the Fourth Alabama infantry, and was with that

regiment at the first battle of Manassas. After that battle he was
appointed second lieutenant in the First Alabama battalion of artillery,

and was subsequently promoted to be first lieutenant in the same com-

mand. When Fort Powell was besieged he was placed in command of a

picket company, and given charge of an important gun. which he manned
through the siege. When Fort Morgan was besieged he was cut off

from his command, and assigned to duty as adjutant-general of Gen.

Liddell's brigade, and while serving in that capacity he was elected cap-

tain of one of the companies of the Sixty-third Alabama regiment. This

*company he commanded through the siege of Spanish Fort and Blakely.

W'hen his command was surrendered at the . last-named y)lace, April 9,

1805, he was taken a prisoner of war to Shiy> island, whore he remained

until the command was brought to Jackson. Tenn., and was there

paroled in May, 1805. After the war Capt. Simpson located at Camden.

Ala., where he y)racticed law till 1870. He then reurmed to Florence.

In 188J he was elected to the legislature, and in to the senate, from

the district composed of Lauderdale and Limestone counties. He is now
president of the board of trustees of the Female Synodical college of

Florence, and is a member of the Knights of Honor, ami also of the

Knights and Ladies of Honoi’. Capt. Sinq-.son was married in Florence,

8e])temy)cr, 1801, to Miss Mattie Collier, daughter of Mr. Wyatt Collier,

of Lauderdale county, and to this marriage has been born one son, R. T.

Simpson, Jr., who is now practicing law at Florence, and four daughters.

Alexander FjWell Walker, one of the well known .voung membei-g

of the Lauderdale county bar, was born in Kewiiern, Va., October lT,
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1863. He is a sou of Gen. James A. Walker, o.f Vh-^'inia, brigadier-genera!

of the Confederacy, who commanded the Sronewall brigade during the

last year of tlie war, and is to day the only living commander of that

brigade. He was lieutenant-governor of \'irginia from ls78 to 18s2. He
is a mendier of the Wythe county bar and a citizen (.^f Wythe ville, Va. He
has also served in the legislature of that state. Alexander Ewell Walker
was educated at the university of Virginia, aiid afterwartl read law in his

father's office. He was admitted to practice in i^'80. and began his prac-

tice at Ids home at Wytheville. where he continued to remain for three

years. In the spring of Iss'J he removed to Florence. Ala., where he has

since continued to reside, and t;> practict.' his profession, at the head of

the firm of Walker & Hall. Hr. Walker was married to IMiss Adele Rob-

inson, in 1887. Ehe was a resident of Selma. Ala. Hr. Wmlker is a mem-
ber of the Knights of Pythias and of a Greek college society.

Samuel 1). Weakley, one of the pioneers of Florence, was born in

Davidson county. Teun., October d. 1812. He is a son of Samuel and

Sarah (Vaughan) Weakley, both of whom were natives of Halifax county,

Va., and were of Irish and Welsh descent. Samuel AYeakley was a

farmer by occupation, and died in 1832, at the age of sixty-five

years. Samuel 1). Weakley was the youngest of four sons. He was edu-

cated at Nashville. Tenn., and removed to Florence. Ala., in 1831. where
his elder brother. James, H. AYeakley, then surveyor-general of the stale

of Alabama, resided. Samuel D. had learned surveying under his father,

and at once entered the oflice of his brother, and spent about fen years,

reti’acing old survey field notes, which had been in part obliterated by
fire. In 1819, in company with Janies Ylartin and others, he engaged in

the manufacture of cotton goods and jams, near Florence. Ala., and in

the spriny of 18'tl he was elected major-general of militia, which ])osi-

tion he held for about eighteen months, and then resigned, because the

act of conscription had placed every able-liodied man. from seventeen to

fifty, in the army, and he had no one to command. Up to 1863, he had
been an active business man. and was largely interested in railroads and
steamboats; but since that date he has been but little in active life. In

183ii, he was married, in Lauderdale county, to Yliss Eliza B. Bedford, of

T.,auderdah' county. Gen. AA’eakley's only son is John B. AA’eakley, who
was l>orn in W37. Up to fifteen years ago. he followed mercantile pur-

suits, and he then took a position as traveling salesman for a wholesale

grocery house, of Alemphis, Tenn. He joined one of the first companies
to leave ’Florence, to soi-'-'o in’the C onfederate army, of which company
he was the cajitain. He was married to Hiss Alollie E. Rice, daughter of

Green Ik Rice, of Morgan county. Ala. .lohn B. AYeakley, Jr., son of

Captain John Ik AA'eakley, is one of the leading attorneys of Florence.

He was born in that city November 6. 1863, and graduated from the State

Normal college, in 18^2.. During tlie winter of Us2 s3. he was engaged
in teacdiing scdiool, as prineijoal of the • Tuscumbia male academy. He
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then road law in the office of Hon. H. Simiison, and was admitted to

the bar September 12, He began the ])ractiee of ffiw in hlomphis,

Tenu., but tlu' following year returned to Florence, v. here lu' has since

remained, meeting with success in his practice. 2dr. Weakley is a mem-
ber of the board of trustees ox the city sx-hools. He was married .lone Mi>.

1891, to Miss Anne E. Hather, daughter of Gen, John D, Rather, of

Tuscumbia, Ala.

Col. John David Weedex, a leading attorney of Florence, and a

leading citizen of Lauderdale coiintj", was born at Himtsvilld, Ala., .July 27.

1810. He is a son of William xind Jane (Ui-quhart) Weedeu. the former

of whom was a Virginian, came to Alabama, about 1S20, and located at

Huntsville. He. was an extensive planter, owning and operating plan-

tations in Marengo. Sumter and JIadison counties, but re.-iiding in Hunts-

ville. He died in His wife was a nativi' of Augusta, Ga. . and a

daughter of David Urquhart, a native of Scotland. She died in

Col. W'eeden was reared in Huntsville, and was educated at the university

of Alabaxna. graduating from that institution in IS.'iO. After leaving col-

dege, he read law under Chancellor Keyes, at Jlontgomory. and in I'^OO.

was admitted to the b:ir by the supreme court of the state. Returning to

Huntsville, he engaged in the practice of law until the breaking out of

the xvar, and early in the sixring of H61 he enrered the Confederate serv-

ice, as second lieutenant of the Xinth Alabama intantrv- He remained

with this regiment until January. 1^02. xvhen lie was ordered to Xashville,

Tenn., and was then made adjutant of the Forty-ninth Alabama infantry.

A few days after the battle of Shiloh, he was promoted to be major of the

regiment, and subseciuently, during the summer of 18G3, he was still

farther promoted to be lieutenant-colonel of his reghnxnf, and commanded
it until the second day's battle of Xashville, December 16. IMU. when he

was wountled. taken |)risoner. and taken to Johnsun's island, and was
there held prisoner until August 1. 1805. After the war. Col Weeden
returned to Huntsville, and there resumed the [n'acticc of law. He was
made a trustee of the university of Alabama: in 1'^'2. and in lrS5. was
elected, by th(> trustees, professor of tlxe law de])artnient of the university,

and held the j)Osition three years, resigning in l'^8'^. He then resumed
general practice in Florence, where he Ires since resided. In 18'.)2, Col.

Weeden. at the solicitation of liis friends. l)ecame a candidate for tlie posi-

tion of state senator, from the counties of Landt-rdale and Limestoni'. and
was defeated in the 2 )riinarics. receiving, liowevcr. a Ixandsome vote, and
carrying the city of Florence by over 2<*0 majority. In H90. Col. ,Weeden
was recomnu'uded by tlu' bar of Laudorxlale county, and by the attorneys

that ]>racticed in her courts, for the ai)pointmcut of judge of tlu' disti'i(_-t

court having jurisdiction in tlio counties of Laud(,‘rdale and Colbert; but

notwithstanding the earnest and enthusiastic support accorded his candi-

dacy he failed to receive the appointment. He is a director in the Sweet
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^Vater Land company, and i.s ids attorney. He was inarri^-'d in SeiMember,

1870, to the daugiiter of ex-Gov. Robert ^I. Patton, of Alabama, and

of this marriage have been born four children.

LAWRENCE COUNTY.

Alva E. Ashford, a prominent farmer of Courtland. Ala., was born

in Lawrence county, that state, July ]8:U. He is the youngest of

five children born to Thomas and Jane ( Elgin )
Ashford, the former a

native of Virginia, and the latter of MarylandA The father of Thomas
Ashford was John Ashford, of Virginia, and me father of Mrs. Jane

Ashford was Hezekiah Elgin of Maryland. Alva E. Ashford was reared

and educated in Alabama. He is a farmer by occupation and owns 1.300

acres of land. acres of which is under cultivation. He is a very

successful farmer and a good, substantial citizen. He was married, in

1871, to Miss Carrie Fletcher of Alabama. Mr. and Mrs. Ashford have

no children, but they have adopted two daughters who bear the name of

Ashford, fvlr. Ashford in 1861 enlisted in company B. Sixteenth Alabama
infantry, and served about a year, when he was wounded and disabled for

further service, for some time. IVhen he had sufficiently recovered he
raised and equipped a company at his own expense, which became company C,

Thirt\^'-fifth Alabama infantiy, and he was made its captain. After

serving in tliis capacity for eighteen months he was promoted to be
major, and a few months later was promoted to be lieutenant-colonel,

which position he held till the close of the war. He commanded the

regiment in several battles and was. in fact, the colonel of the regiment.

He was ahvays a bra^'e soldier, and on tiie held of Corinth he was com-
plimented by General Albert Russ, and his bravery was mentioned in the

record of that liattle. He was in the battles around Jackson. Miss., Port
Hudson, and at Champion Hill, his division lieing the only one that

esca])('d the enemy from this iiattle gi'ound, the others going into Vicks-

burg. and being ultimately captured. He was in the Georgia campaign
including tlie battles around Atlanta. He was at Franklin and Xasltville.

He had charge of the skirmishers at Colundiia. followed the Union men
•into town, drove them out and took charge of the place. He was in the

•sliort and sharp fight at Spring Hill. Tenn.. and at tiie battle of Nashville

he was wounded in tlie right ankle while trying to rally his men. w’ho

were retreating. As lie wuis a valiant soldier on the batthdield. so since

tlien he has been a lender in tin' ranks of the democracy, and helms been
((uite promiinmt in the politics of his county. He was elected to the state

legislature, in 18()6, by the largest majority ever given any man in the

county. He has always contributed libi'rally toward all worthy public

enterpiases" and takes grmit interest in all things pertaining to tlfe general
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welfare. He airl his family are members of the Presbyterian church, and

are highly esteemed by all v/ho know them.

Edo Alt S. Bali.extixe, merchant of Caurtlanl, Ala., was born in

Lawrence county, that state, December 14, 1 '>07. He is the eldest of five

children born to James H. and Mary E. (Swoope) Ballentine, the former

a native of Tennessee and the latter of Alabama. .James H. Ballentine

came to Alabama in 1^00. settled in Lawrence county, followi'd jiierchan-

dising for a livelih(.>od and died on ^lay 10. lb's* ». His pai-ents were Andrew M.

and Mary T. (G(hf) Ballentine. of Ireland and Tennessee, respectively.

The jiarents of klary E. Ballentine were llev. Edgar M. and Elmira C.

(Watkins) Swoope, the former of Virginia and the latter of Georgia. The
Ballentines were among the first settlers of Alabama. Edgar S. Ballen-

tine was reared and educated in Tennessee. He has been a merchant for

several years, and now carries a stock of goods worth S2,U00. He
also owns a thousand acres of land, 200 of which are under cultivation.

For a young man starting in business, without experience, he has been

nnusually successful. He was married September 2b, 1'^'^'', to Miss Kate B.

Halsey of Kentucky, and to them have been born two children, Edgar S., Jr.

.

and Kathleen H. Both Mr. and Mrs. Ballentine are members of

the Methodist Episcoi)al church, south, and IMr. Ballentine has been a

Knight of Pythias for some time. Bv close attention to business and by
adhering strictly to correct methods he has accumulated a handsome
propert}^ and is deserving of great credit for his success in life. Politi-

cally he is a democrat, though he is no politician, and takes a proper
interest as a citizen in seeing that good men hold the offices. Taken all

in all he is one of the exemplary young men of Lawrence county.

Richard P. Bates, merchant and farmer of Town Greek, Ala., was
horn in Lawrence county, that state. May lb. ls.')0. He was the eldest of

three children born to ,T. R. and Sallie (Preuit) Bates, the former of

Tennessee, and the Hatter of Alabama. The father of ,T. R. Bates

was Ezekiel Bates of Tennessee. The parents of Mrs. Sallie Bates were
Col. Richard and iMaria (Hodges) Preuit. of Alabama. Col. Preuit was
a very prominent man in his day. and a very successful business man.

He died November 22, lss2. Richard P. Bates was reared and educated

in Alabama. He began life for himself at tin* age of twenty-one, and is

now a merchant and farmer of standing in the community. He owns con-

siderable land in the county, and carries a stock of goods in his store

worth ^1,.')00. He was married November 21, Essb. to (Miss Annie J. Hall,

daughter of .T. AV. Hall, of Alabama. To them has been born one child,

Mary Lee. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bates are members of the Alc-thodist

Episcopal church, south. Air. Bates belongs to one of the ohlest and
best families of the state, and always contributes liberally to the support
of any enterprise calculated 'to promote the general welfare. He is a

strong denuK'rat. and performs his part toward the support of tin' party.

AVilliam A". Chard.vvovne, meridiant at Courtland, Ala., was born in
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Lawrence coimty, that state. June 27, 1M33. He is the only child born to

William V. and IMartha (Watkins) Chardavoyne, the 'former a native of

New York and the latter of Tennesseu. The former came to Alabama in

1830, and was extensively engaged in buying and selling cotton. He died

of cholera in 1^33. His parents were William and Rebecca Cliardavoynb,

of New York. The jmrents (d' ISlrs. 'Jarthn Chardavoyne. were William

and Susan (Coleman) Watkins, of Georgia. Y'iliiam Y. Chardavoyne was
'

reared in Alabama and educated at the schools of that scate. Yv’hen four-

teen years olil he entered LaGrange college, of Franklin coimty. Ala.,

w'here he completed his education. He immediately began business as a

merchant at Courtland. and has been cpaiie ]U’ominent in business in that

place. He has also taken a prominent place in politics, having been private

secretary to Gov. Lindsay, in 1871 and H72. and was assistant secretary in

the state senate for two years. He then, studied law. was admitted to' the

bar, and practiced a short time, when he returned to tlie mercantile pur-

suits in Courtland, in ivhich he is now engaged. He ivas married, in 1856,

to Miss Lavinia B. Harris, of Alabama, daughter of Daniel Harris. To
this marriage have been born three children: Martha G., 'William H.,

deceased, and Edward V. (Mr. Chardavoyne was in the late war, on staff

duty, during his time of service. He serv'ed in Roddy's division of Pat-

terson's brigade, and though he was in several sharp engagements, he

was in no important battles. He was neitiier wounded nor captured dur-

ing the war. Mr. Chardavoyne and family are members of the Presby-

terian church, and he is an elder therein. He is also a member of the

Masonic fraternity and stands high in social circles.

Robert C. Foster, merchant of Town Creek. Ala., was born in

Lauderdale county, Ala., January 19. 1515. He is the second of four

children born to Thomas J. and .Tane (Hood) Foster, the former a native

of Tennessee, and the latter of Florida. Thomas .J. Foster came to xVla-

bama in 183i', and settled in Lawrence county. He was a planter by occu-

pation, and accumulated quite a fortune. He was also a manufacturer

before the war broke ovit. Ho was a veiw large slave holder, and one of

the leading citizens. His death occurred in 18>^7. His parents were
Robert C. and Ann (Hubbard) Poster, both of Tennessee. The parents of

Jane Foster were .Tames and Mary (Chalmers' Hood, the former from
Ireland, the latter from Scotland. The Foster family is one of the best

in the state, and was quite prominent in Tennessee. Ephraim H. Foster

of that state was an uncle of Robert C. Foster, and served in the senate

of the United States, before the war. Robert C. Foster was reared in

Lauderdale couiily. Ala., and educated ai Florcnca' high school, until he

was twelve years old. He then attended the Gt'orgetowu college. Wash-
ington, D. C.. and finished his literary training in Glasgow, Scotland.

He is now a imu’chant and farmer, and owns 1,300 acres of land. He is a

member of the firm of Porter A Foster, which is a prosperous voncern,

and transacts a large amount of business. Mr. I-'''ostor is a very success-
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fnl business man. and has a(*cuniulated a comfortable fortune; he is a

substantial and reliable business man, and a good citizen. While a stanch

democrat, he is not an office seeker. Init is always willing to bear his share

of the party's burdens. He always contributes liberally to all laudable

public enterprises, and is noted for his hospitality and good sense. Since

arriving in Alaimma. some of the Poster family have served the state

'with distinction. Thomas ,T. Foster served in the Confederate congx-ess

during the late war, and after the war was over, was elected to the con-

gress of the United States: but was not allowed to take his seat on
account of his participation in the war of the rebellion. Robert C. Foster

is at this time one of the most highly esteemed citizens of the county.

JOHX W. Garmox. mer.xhaat of Mxaltoa, Ala., was born in Cherokee
county, Ga., June 26. lS4h. He was the youngest of nine children born

to Thompson and Mary (C.onneri Garraon, both natives of South Caro-

lina. John \V. Garmon was reared in Alabama and educated in private

schools in this state. He is, at the present time, a merchant, and has a

lai’ge and flourishing trade. He owns considerable property in the town
and surrounding country. He owns 32t» acres of laud. 173 acres of xvliich

are under a high state of cultivation. He is also a Presbyterian minister,

and has been preaching for seventeen years. In this line of work he has

been very successful, and is considered a very efficient minister of the

gospel. He was married in l‘;<79 to Miss Martha L. Kuthford of Ala-

bama, daughter of Thomas C. Ruthford, of Tennessee. To this marriage

there have been born five children, viz.: Mertie L.. Arthur W., Willie E.,

Frank R. and Burney. Rev. Mr. Garmon was not in the last war. He is

a democrat in politics, and takes great interest in secui'ing pi'oper men to

fill the various offices in the county and in the state. He is a liberal sup-

porter of all enterprises calculated to advance the material or moral

interests of the public. He is of German descent, of a good family, and
highly respected by all.

James K. P. Hall, merchant of Town Creek, x\la. , was born in Law-
rence county. Tenn.. May 4. IMl. He is the sixth of (fight children

born to William B. and Sarah O. (Legraud) Hall, both of Nortii Carolina.

Whlliam B. Hall emigrated to Tennessee, many years ago. and settled in

Lawrence county, afterward removiuxr to Ashland. Tenn.. wliei'c he Avent

in the mercantile business, which he carried on until lV'''f>. when he

moved to Town Creek. Ala. He was ([uite a prominent man in Tennessee.

He was an innkeeper on the Floi'ence & Columbia road. His death

occurred in ls>'2. and liis widow died in .Tames K. P. Hall was
reared in Tenm‘ss(‘('. and iittendnd school in that state until he was six-

teen yeai’S old. and theti ho attended Gih-s college, located at Pulaski,

Tenn. The Avar breaking out at that time, he left college, and entered

the army, becoming a pri\'ate soldier in company A, Third Tennessee
infantry. He i-emained in tliat regiment until the fall of Fort DonelsRii,

Avhen he Avas captmo'd and sent to Camp Douglas, wlnri-e ho Avas hehl a
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prisoner for seven months. He was then exchanged and sent to Vicks-

burg, Miss., and he afterward joined the Ninth Confederate cavalry, with

which he served until the end of the war. He participated in several

battles, but was in few of the great battles of the war. Belonging to the

cavahy, it was necessary that he should do a great deal of scouting. He
was with Forrest in a part of his campaign in Tennessee and ^Mississippi,

with Longstreet in his east Tennessee campaign, and with Wheeler in

his Georgia and Tennessee campaign, and he was in the battle at Franklin,

Team, and had a brother. A. B. Hall, wounded there. After the war ho

returned to his old home and went into business with his father, with

whom he remained seven years, at the end of which time he commenced
business for himself, and so continued for two years. He removed to

Town Creek, Ala., in 1870, and here he has been engaged ever since.

Though he began on small ca|)ital, he has succeeded in accumulating

considerable property. He is a shrewd and successful business man and

a good citizen. He has been married twice, first to }vliss Fannie G.

Chapjiell, of Tennes.see. daughter of Thomas B. Chappell, V)y whom he

had three children, viz.: Annie C.. Laura .7., and Eva. He married, in

1892, Mrs. Mattie Brown, oi Florence, tVla. He is a member of the

Methodist Ejiiscopal church, south, a Mason in good standing, and a

democrat.

George W. Jackson, a prominent merchant, farmer and live-stock

raiser of Mount Hope, Ala., was born in Lawrence county. Ala.. April. 21.

1848. He is the sixth of eight children born to James D. and Miirgaret

(Neal) Jackson, the former a native of South Carolina, and the latter of

Alabama. James D. Jackson came to Alabama with his father when
quite a young man, and was a farmer all his life, his death occurring in

1880. George AY. .Tackson was reared and educated in Alabama, and has

followed merchandising and farming all his life. He now owns 1.060

acres of land, 370 of which are under cultivation, and he is a ]irosperous

merchant. He was married December .7. l‘^'-'7. to Aliss Jennie Pickens,

of Alabama, daughter of .James D. and Alargaret (Stephenson! Pickens.

To this marriage there hare been born thi*ee children: Maguie. Lucille

and James. Mr. .Jackson was not old enough to take part in the Civi.

war. In ])olitics he is a d(unocrat. and talces a sufficient interest in p.dit-

ical atf:iirs to urge that projier men are selected to till the offices. .He

began life for himself with no capital, but by industry, close application

to business and economical living, he has succeeded in accumulating the

property he how owns, and is one of tlie substantial citizens of the

county. He has been, and is. a very suci'essfnl merchant, and a tine busi-

ness man. He and his family are members of the ^Missionary Ba])tist

church, and he is a member of Ylomit Hope lodge. No. 168. A. F. & A. M.
He belongs to a good family, and stands well in society. He always
takes an intert'st in everything temding to promote the generaU wel fare.
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Terrence Kelly, merchant of ^toulton. Ala., was born in Ireland, and

is the youngest of six children born to Terrence and I\Iary (Sullivan)

Kelley, both of Ireland. Terrence came to the Unitt'd States in and

settled in Lawrence county. Ala. When the war came on he enlisted in

1861, in company' F, Sixteenth Alabama infantry, and served through the

war. He was in several of the important battles, among tliem the follow-

ing: Shiloh. Fishing Creek. Hodges' Farm. Farmington, IMiss.. and

others. He was wounded at the battle of Shiloh, while leading his regi-

ment in a charge. He was struck in the left leg by a ininie ball. When
the regiment started on the charge there were but thirty-four men in it.

and only eight of those lived through it. When he was wounded and

unable to proceed, he was carried by another soldier to the rear. He
returned to his regiment before he was able to walk without the aid of

crutches, and was with his regiment until the close of the war. He w'a^

paroled at Pond Springs. Ala., and then returned to Lawrence county,

where he has lived ever since. He began after the war with no capital,

and in 1870 established himself in the mercantile business, and he has

thus been engaged ever since. His family are members of the Catholic

church, and he is a Mason in good standing. He is one of the best citi-

zens of Lawrence coimtj'. and is highly’ respected by all who know him.

Reese B. Pc")RTEr. farmer, merchant and retired physician of Town
Creek, Ala., was born in Franklin county, Ala.. December 1836. He
is the fifth of nine children, born to Reese and Elizabeth (Taliaferro)

Porter, the former born in '\''irginia. and the latter in Georgia. The
parents of Reese Porter were William and hlary (Bowen) Porter, the for-

mer of whom was shot at the battle of King's ^Mountain, and afterward

died of the wound. The parents of Mrs. Elizabeth Porter were Ben,iamin

and Adra (Snow) Taliaferro, both natives of Georgia. Reese B. Porter

was reared in Texas, and educated in
2
)rivate schooL of that state, and at

McKinzie college. He is now a merchant and a farmer, and owns l..')00

acres of fine valley land. l.OUO acres of which are under cultivation. He
is a member of the firm of Porter & Foster, of Town Cr('ek. whicli firm

has a large and profitatde inisiness. He ^vas married, in Isbl, to Miss

Mattie Lightfoot. daughter of Robert W. Lightfoot. of Alabama. He was
married the second time, to (Miss Fannie Taliaferro, in Mr. Porter

was a soldier in the Confedc'rate army, enlisting in G61 in company C,

Thirty-fifth Alabama infantry, and remaining with that regiment until

1804, when he was transferred to the Fifth Alabama cavalry, with which he

served the rest of the war. He participated in some of the principal

battles of the war. among tliom Corinth. Balo'r's Cn'eic or Champion Hills,

Jackson, IMiss.. Vicksburg and Port Hudson. He served principally in

Mississipjii and Loui.siana. and was neither Avounded nor captured during

the war. He is a member of the IMethodist E[)iscopal church, south, and

he has been a Mason since He is a very successful planter andjner-

chant, and retired from the practice of medicine sonu' years sincig after
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practicing twcnty-ficc years in Lawrence county. Dming tliat time he

w.is quite prominent in the profession. He is a member of a good family

and stands higli in society.

,, Andrew F. Kebman. merchant of Courtland, Ala., was born in Law-
rence county, that state. IMaich 1:2. IMU. His parents were Josejih D.

and Elizabetli (Ludwig,) Rebnian. Viotli natives of Germany, and he was
t'aeir third child. They came to America in Is'G and settled in Charles-

ton, S. C. After a sojourn there of two years they removed to Hunts-

ville, Ala., where they again remained two j’ears. engaged in shoe mak-
ing. They then removed to Courtland. where (Mr. Kebman worke>l at

this trade, and conducted a confectionery business until his death, which

occurred in 1^74. Andrew F. Kebman was born in Lawrence county,.

Ala., and educated in the school at Courtland. taught at that time by
Edward F. Comegys. Mr. Kebman is a merchant and carries about

§'),000 worth of goods. He is also interested in farming. He was mar-

mied December 127, 18S7, to Miss Ina L. Robbins, daughter of

Robert P. Kol)bins, of Tennessee. To this marriage have been

born ttvo children. lone E. and Andrew F. Mr. and Mrs. Reb-

man are members of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Rebman
is a Knight of Pythias. He is of a good German family, a good business

man, and highly respected wherever known. He began business for him-

self with no capital at the age of thirteen, and by close attention to busi-

ness, and by the practice of economy, has acquired a tine property. He
has educated himself and one brother, and now occupies a high position

in society.

James G. Roberson, a prominent and successful farmer of Mount
Hope, Ala., was born in Lawrence county. Ala.. May 14. 18229. He was
the youngest of nine children born to James L. and (Martha B. (Stenson)

Roberson, both of whom were natives of South Carolina. James L. Rob-
erson came to Alabama in 1^15, and settled in a vicinity in w’hich there

were but three buildings. He was a successful farmer and died in 1878.

His inirents win'o (Matthew and Elizabeth Roberson, of South Carolina.

The father of Mrs. 2vlartha B. Roberson was .John 1^. Stenson. of South
Carolina. .James G. Roberson was reared in Alabama, and received a fair

education in the schools of the state. He wa.s t^rought up on the farm
and has followed farming for a livelihood. He now owns 493 acres of

land, 22UO of which are under cultivation. (Mr. 14oberson is a very suc-

cessful farmer, and a highly resjiected citizen. He was married Septem-
ber 229, 187)3, to (Miss .Jennie C. Xolen. of Alabama, daughter of Henry and
Harriet E. (Childs) Xolen. tin.' former a native of X’orth Carolina and the

latter of Virginia. To this marriage have been born thirteen cliildren,

viz.: .James H.. .John T., Sanoiai F. H. C., Milliam P., Ivobert G.,

George W., Charles B.. (Martin L., Richard, (Mattie E., Mollie C.. Vir-

ginia P.. and one not christened. .James G. Ivobtwson. in 189l2, enlisted

in company C, Fourth Alabama cavalry, and sei'ved in that regiment until
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the end of the war. He was not in any of the imi)ortant iiattles of the

war, and was neither tvounded nor captured. He was on post duty nine

montlis at Huntsville, Ala., and at other times at various places. He and

his family are members of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, and are

highly respected by all who know them.

Col. Ja.mes Ed.moxd.s Sacxders. one of the oldest and most promi-

nent citizens of Lawrence county, was born in Brunswick county, Va.

.

May 7. 1^00. He is the fifth of ten children born to Kcv. Turner H.

and Frances (Dunn) Saunders, both of whom were natives of Virginia.

The parents of Kev. Turner. H. Saunders were Tlioinas and Elizabeth

(Hubbard) Saunders, of Virginia, and the parents of IMrs. Frances Saun-

ders were Ishmael and Mildred Dunn, also of Virginia. When .dames E.

Saunders was two years old his parents migrated to Williamson county,

Tenn. Here his early education was obtained under private instructors,

among whom was the celebrated Rev. Gideon Blackburn, who was then

principal of the PT-anklin academy. He afterward attended the university

of Georgia, at Athens, then under the control of the Piev. Dr. Moses Waddel,

a very eminent divine of that day. Immediately after graduating from

the univeesity of Georgia he entered the law office of Foster & Fogg, at

Nashville, as a law student, and began the practice of law at the atre of

twenty-one. He had removed to Moulton. Ala., in and rexuained

there three years, when he removed to Courtland, and has resided

here continuously ever since, a period of sixty- three years, with the

exception of the time spent in Mobile. Soon after removing to Court-

land he entered into a law partneu’ship with .John .1. Ormond, which con-

tinued until the elevation of Mr. Ormond to the supreme bench of the

state. In 1840 Mr. Saunders was elected to the state legislature, and was
assigned to the chairmanship of the judic-iary committee, and liesides this

he held other im[)ortant positions while a member of the legislature.

For many years he was a trustee of the university of Alabama, and in l'^37

' he contributed to that change in the administration which resulted in the

elevation to the pi’esidency of the institution of the Rev. Basil IManly as

the successor of Rev. Alva AYoods. In I''!:! he removed to Alobile, and

there engaged in the commission business as a member of the firm of

Bradford & Saunders, afterward Saunders lY Son. He was appointed by

President Polk colh'ctor of customs of the port of MoJnle. which office*

he held during his administration. In l''Gl he returned to his old home
at Courtland just at the breaking out of the war. In HTiil he was a in-es-

idential elector on the democratic ticket, and assisted to cast the elec-

toral vote of Alabama for* Franklin Pierce for president of the Fnit('d

States. He [possessed a very large fortune, having married the daugh-

ter of Robert H. Watltins. Esf[., formerly of Georgia. Air. Saunders has

written some very- tine memorials of prominent families and early settlers

of Lawrence county. Ih; was a meni!)er of the Douglas convention, h^'ld

at Alontgomery in It'bn. and opposed secession as long as opposition
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could pos.sibly avail, but when tlio state of Ajabaraa seceded from the

Union he yielded to the yenei-al sentiment of the peoi>ie of tlie. state, and

threw himself actively into the .southern cause. He was connected with

the army from the beg’innin.e: to the close and rendeied valuable service

to the cause. He was tlie iirst staff officer of Gen. Forrest, and it was
through his ijitlueiice that Forrest was appointecl brigadier-general. Mr.

Saunders was wounded in the battie of Murfreesboro by a ball passing

through his liody. He is honorably mentioned many times in the "Life

of Gen. Albert Sidwey .Johnr^ton." the "Camjtaigns of Lt. -Gen. Forrest,"

and many other works which treat of ilie w:ir. . After the war Col. Saun-

ders resumed his favorite pursuit, that of agriculture, and is now living

a life of elegant retirement at his country seat, near the little town of

Courtland. In he married Miss Mary F. Watliins. of AlaVnima, the

daughter of Robert H. IVatkins, formerly of Georgia. To this marriage

there have been horn eleven children, viz.; Frances A., died young;

Robert T., died unmarried in 1^79; Fannie, died young; Elizabeth Dunn,

married Dr. PcL'lluitz. of Alabama: Mary Louisa, married H. D. Blair, of

Mobile, Ala. ; Dr. Dudley Dunn, of Memphis, Teun.
;
Sarah, married

Dr. J. M. Hayes, of Alal^ama: Prudence, died young; James, died young;
Lawrence, died of imiprisonment at Camp Chase during the war; Ellen

Virginia, married L. B. IMcFarlaud. of Memphis. Col. Saunders prac-

ticed law many years with .Judge .Jolin ,T. Crniond, one of the most distin-

guished lawyers in the state of Alabama. He is a member of the Metho-
dist Episcopal, chui'ch, and also of the Masonic fraternit^p and is one of

the most highly esteemed citizens anywhere in the state.

Dr. Robert M. Si.mpson, one of the leading pliysicians of Moulton,

Ala., was born in Lawrence countjp Ala,, Januaiw 14. He is the

eldest of two children born to Benjamin IM. and Orlena (Bautleyi Simpson;
the former is a native of Tennessee and the latter of Alabama. Mr.

Simpson came to Alabama in IS.'iJ. and settled in Lawrence county, where
he taught school for three years, and afterward engaged iu farming until

1^06. He then engaged in the mercantile business until when he
returned to tlio farm and has been thus engaged ever since. His parents

were Solomon P. and Anna Simpson, the former a native of South Carolina

and the latter of Teunes.soe. The parents of IMrs. Orhma .Simpson were
Robert S. and Lucinda Bcuitley. the former a native of Georgia and the

latter of Alabama. Dr. Robert .\I. Simpson was reared and educated in

Alabama, attending [uiblic and private schools until he was sixteen years

old. He then attended the Union university of Murfreesboro, Tenn..

during the yi.uirs 7i^ inclusive, uu l gra lmti' 1. iu l'^7 1, from the L ist-

man Business college at Atlanta. Ga. In l'"<4 he attended the medicul
department of Vanderl>ilt univei'-sity at Nashville, Tenn., graduating in

1885, and, locating im’rimdi;itely at ^Moulton, he began the }u\ictice df his

profession, and has been thus enniigi'd at Moulton ever siticv. He
has a large and luciaitive pmctice and is considered one of the
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leading physicians of tlie county. He owns considerable property,

including some tine farming lands. He has 800 acres of land.

2a0 acres of which are under a high state of cultivation. The
doctor was married, in l'^77. to IMiss Panola E. Simms, daughter of

Thomas D. Simms of Virginia, and to this marriage there have been born

five children, viz.: Frances A. ; Robert E. ; William E. ; Edgar el., and

Thomas C. Dr. Simpson and his family are members of the Missionary

Baptist church. He is a member of the iMasonic fraternity, and also of

the Lawrence county IMedical society, and of the board of censors for the

county. While he began life for himself at the age of twenty-two years

with but small capital, he is now possessed of a tine practice and a com-

fortable competence for his older years.

Gen. Joseph Wheeler, “little Joe Wheeler,’’ member of congress

from the eighth Alabama district, is one of the most striking figures in the .

annals of his adopted state. He was born in Augusta. Ga., September 10.

1836. He was graduated at West Point in 1S79. and. as lieutenant of

cavalry, served a short wJiile in New Mexico. Leaving the old army he

was named a lieutenant of artillery in the Confederate arm 3u and was
successivel.y promoted to the command of a regiment, brigade, division

and army corps. He was possibly the 3'oungest lieutenant-general on

either side, being less than thirty v'ears-of age when he achieved that

rank. In 1''62 he was assigned to the command of the army corps of

cavaliy of tlie western arm\'. continuing in that ]>osition till the war-

closed. By joint resolution of the' Confederate congress he received the

thanks of that body' for successful military^ achievements, and for the

defense of the city* of Aiken he received the thanks of the state of South

Carolina. In Maya 1804, he became the senior cavalry general ' of the

Confederate armies. After the war he located in north Alabama, where

he still lives, and began a mixed life of planting and practicing law.

He was offered the professorship of philosophy' in the Louisiana state

seminary, but declined it. In he was elected to congress, and has

served continuously since. In congress. Gen. Wheeler has distinguished

himself maittly by attention to the needs of the army, but ho has been a

strong and capable debater on nearly all current -questions of public

interest, his speech, for example, on the Lodge election bill in the fifty'-

second congress calling forth wide commendation. He is an untiring

worker, conducts a voluminous correspondence, and extends his aid to

hundreds every vear, who have no right to exact any-thing of him. He is,

of course, immensely’ popular.

DeWitt Clinton White, editor of tin- ISloulton Advertis<n-. was born

in Franklin cctunty’, Ala.. S<'ptember 14. I''2b. He was the second of six-

teen children born to Nelson H. and iMary (Pope) White, both of whom
were natives of Virginia. -Nelson H. White came to Alabama in l’^17, and

settled in Franklin county. Here ho engaged in farming for several

years, and then tcck t;p tcadiirg school and keeping hotel. He kept
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hotel at Tuscuinbia and at Moulton until 1^5.5. when he became editor in

chief of the IMoulton Advorti:scr, which ])o.sition he held up to the time of

his death, which occurred in 1>G3. The father of Nelson H. White was
John White, and his mother Patsey White, both of Virginia. The
parents of Mrs. Mary White were Thomas and Sarali B. Pope, also of Vir-

ginia. DeWitt C. While was reared in Alabama, and received his educa-

tion in both private and public schools of tlie state. He is at the

ju-esent time editor of the IMoulton Advertiser, one of the oldest papers

in the state. It is a prosperous paper, circulating in all i)aid5 of the

country. IMr. White has been the editor of this paper for fortj'-three

years, and it is the fourtli oldest pa]ier in the state. It is considered one

of the very best local newspapers in the state. IMr. White has taken a

veiy active part in the politics of his county, and has been honored with

election to the office of superintendent of education for the county, sep'-

ing in that office for the unusually long time of eleven years, from 1871

to 1882. Mr. AVhite is a very prominent IMason, and served as high priest

of the royal arch chapter for twenty-four years. He is a democrat in

politics, and. through his paper, exerts a great influence in favor of his

party. He was married in I'^el to Miss Mary E. Long, daughter of

Abram Long, of Alabama. They have had no children. IMr. White was in

the late war a short time. He enlisted, in I'^Gl, in coni])any F, Sixteenth

Alabama infantry, and served as sergeant of his company. He was in

the battle of Sliiloh, but was in no othei’ battle of magnitude. In I860,

he was commissioned by Gov. Thomas H. Watts to raise a battalion in

Lowndes county, and succeeded in raising nine companies, but the war
closed before his battalion went into active service. Both Mr. and Mrs.

W^hite are members of the Christian church. His is one of the oldest

families in the state, and stands high in the county and in the community
in which he lives. It is of Scotch and English extraction.

LEE COUNTY.

Judge J. J. Abercrombie.

—

In early colonial days there came from
Scotland to America two brothers named Aberci’ombie, of wliom one

settled in Georgia, and the other in Peiiusylvania, the gentlemrai whose
name heads tliis sketch being descended from the former. The grand-

father of the judge. Charles Aiiercrombie, resided in Hancock county,

Ga., was a gentleman of great wealth and influence, and held the rank of

major in the patriot army, during the Kevolutionary war. He was
jiatriotic in every sense of the word, and while the eventful struggle was
in progi'ess, erected a large fort, which was designed as a protection and
free use for friends and neighbors in need of its protecting walls. The
major married into a family named Boothe, and lived to the age of

seventy-seven years. His son, Gen. A. Abercrombie, was born ami reared
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ill Hiiueock county. Cn.. was a very extensive planter, ownin" an estate

witli five miles of river front, and he and his sons- in- law held 800 slaves,

when they were freed . He represented Ids county in the state legis-

lature for several 3'ears. and was a man of great inlluence with his

neighbors. At tlic call to arms in 1812. he entered the anny as a private,

but soon rose to the rank of adjutant-general. ha\ing done excellent

service at the Calebee figlit, and at Ottissee. and having been wounded in

the arm in the former. He married Miss Sidney Grimes in Greene
county. Ga., but iiassed the major part of his married life in Hancock
comity. Early in the thirties, however, he removed to Russell countv,

Ala., and settled on a plantation, five miles south of Columbus. Ga. He
w'as very kind to the Indians, wa.-^ honorable and just in his deal ings with

them, and paid them for his land, and furnished them with corn, etc.,

gratuitously when they were suifering from hunger. When the trouble

between the Indians and tlui government liroke out in open hostility, the

red men never molested the property of Gen. Abercrombie, but, on the

contrary, protected it. The general was a consistent member of the

Presbyterian church, and died in its faith in l'^67, his widow following

him in 1870. Of the large family of children born to these parents, seven

are still living, viz.: Elizabeth, widow of .Tudge X. L. Howard, of Colum-
bus, Ga. : .fudge J. .7., of Opelika, Ala.; Everard H.. Columbus, Ga.

;

Maria L.. widow of .lohn R. Berry. Clay S]n-ings, Ala.; Mary P., wife of

Gen. F. Id. French, Winter Park, Fla. ; Florida, widow of ex- Governor
James M. Smith, Columbus. Ga. ; and Maj. WiFy, now living near Winter

Park, Fla; .fudge .1. .1. Abercrombie was born in Hancock county. Ga..

but was reared in Russell county. x\la. His preparatoiy education was
acquired at La Grange, Ga.. as well as at Emory college, and his profes-

sional education was gained at H'arvard university, from the law de|>art-

ment of which he is a graduate. He opened his law office first in Colum-
bus, Ga., wlnu-e he was recognized fri^ni the beginning as a lawyer of

remarkable ability, and where he secured a large clientage, and continued

until afti'r the close of the late war. serving during his residence thei'e

as one of the judges of tin.- iMuscogee district court for four years. In

he eijlisted in a company of minute men, and after serving a short

tinu' ;is a [)rivate, was for meritcjrious conduct advanced to the rank of

major. After the close of the war he settled in Opelika. Ala., where he
has a hu'ge practice. His residence is one of the finest in the county,

ami lies in the subiu'bs of the city. The major is an earnest worker in

the M(‘thotlist E[)iscopal church, and a teacher in the Sunday school.

whiU' his soci;d ])osition is of the highest ratdc. He imlrried near Tal-

la.se(>, Ala., iMiss Parthena E. Ross, who has borne him four children, viz.:

Jam('s A.. Ross. .John Chap[)eli and Wiley. A stanch democrat, he has

always been active and ardent in his lal)ors in behalf of that party, and
his name has frequently becui suggested by the ])ress as a fit nominee for

govenior (>1 tin* state. In this connection the Rome Daily Courier Ims
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said: "Tho friends of Jud<j:e J. .f. Abercrombie, of Lee r-ounty. are urging-

his nomination for governor of Alabama, and the« Panola Star says that

his nomination is -taking on the form of a booni. ' Being weii acquainted

with Judge Abercrombie, and knowing his estimahde traits of character,

we can only endorse" what the Atlanta Constitution sa^m of him, that he

‘stands liinh as a law’yer, and a Christian gentleman.' but w"e will add that

he is a member of a family distinguished and hcnor.'ible in the annals of

Alabama, and does credit to the name he Ijears. The state would have in

him one of the most upright and patriotic executives who illustrate her

history.” It may not be amiss to here introduce a copy of a letter to Mr.

Abercrombie from tho late president of the Confederacy; it reads as

follows

:

Beauvoir, fviiss., Get. ^'litli,

Hon. J. J. Abercrombie,
Very Dear Sir: *

With pleasure I have received yours of the 17th inst.,

and have been glad to see. by the pajier s notice, that there are emt among
us some whom the oftice seeks, but Avho do not seek office, ana to recog-
nize you as one of that class. When T sei-s-ed in the First regiment of
United States infantry, the adjutant bore a name identical with yours. I left

him in that position in 1833. Was he a relative of yours f

Respectfully and truly,

Jefferson Davis.

William H. Barnes (deceased) was a son of Isaac and Ruth CMobly)

Barnes, and was born in IMeriwether county. Ga. . April 21. 1824. The
Barnes family are of Irish extraction, and its earlier American members
resided in Maryland prior to the Revolutionary -war. Prom that state

the grandfather of William H. removed to Meriwether county, Ga. . and
later came to Alabama, and settled near LaFa^'ette, Chambers county,

where he pas.sed the remainder of his life. William H. Barnes was
reared in his native county, and at the age of nineteen began the study

of law at' LaPayette. Ala., with Robertson & Reese. He was admitted
to tho bar in his twentieth year, and began practice at Dadeville. xVla.

.

remaining in the place until l''^77, when he removed to LaPayette. Ala.,

where he practiced in partnershiy) with .Tames T. Brock, under tlie firm

name of Bi-ock Sc Barnes, until January. J-^bO, and during this interval

represented liis district in the state senate eight years. In the year last

named he moved to Opelika. Lee county, where he conducted a lucrative

practice until his death. July 2h. U‘'7. At this time he was a trustee of

the Agricultural and fvlochanical college, at Aulmrn. and it was hu-gely

due, indeed, to his efforts before tho legislature, that this great school
was established at fhat ])oiiit. Mr. Bar-nes was an energetic democrat,
and was a presiclential elector on the Cleveland ticket in is-'4. He w-as a
corporation lawyer of great ability, and it is said that he had received
fees of >^1)0,0(10, in three cases conducted for tin' same number of railroad

comy)anies. He was a Mason, and was a steward in the Methodist
O
^

*
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chiu’ch at the time of liis death. His marriage took place at Rock
Springs. Hee county, Ala., in H47. to IMiss Ann E. Rawles, and his union

was crowned by the birth of nine children, as follows: W. W. ; J. C.

;

C. H., deceased: Augustus: R. B. : Mary E.. deceased wife of Daniel

Frazier: Annie O.. decea.sed: lone, deceased, and .John R.. deceased at

twenty-one }'ears of age. The mother of this family now resides at the

old homestead, at Opelika. At the demise of William H. Barnes, the

Montgomery Advertiser, jmblislied tlie following obituary:
" The news of the death of this eminent and useful citizen will be read

with profound regret in every ])ortion of Alabama. None of her citizens

was more patriotic, or more devoted to the public 'weal. No man ever
stopped to cpxestion AVhere sta)xds Col. W. H. Barnes?’ He bore a large
and useful ixart in the public life of the state. He was always at the call

of his party, and his people. While he cherished the worthy ambition
for public station, to which his abilities and services made him naturally
an aspirant, there was nothing of the schemer about him—nothing cold
and calculating. He was, by nature, patriotic, impulsive, warm-hearted.
He was one of the few men in Alabama who aspired to her verj^ highest
honors, who boldly took sides with the doubtful prohibition issue. It

was not a part of the man to stop and count the cost whore his convic-
tions led. The loss of Col. B. will be severely 'felt in Opelika, where
he was so large a part of the life and character of the town. But no
man in Alabama will fail to pause and pay some kindly tribute to one of
the state’s best sons, and to the happy ])ossessor of the broadest, })urest,

happiest humor that ever charmed an audience of Alabama's sovereign
voters.

’

Augustus Barnes, the fourth of the children of William H. Barnes,

was born -in Dadeville, Ala., August Id. 1:^54, and was educated at the

university of Virginia, from which famous institution of learning he

graduated with the degree of A. B., in 1872. He then read law under

his father, in 1876 was admitted to the bar. and from that time to the

present, has enjo^’ed a lucrative practice at Opelika, his place of resi-

dence. He is a stanch democrat, and has served his town as mayor
four years: he was a Cleveland and Thurman elector in 1888. Februarv 4,

1883. he was haiprih' married, at Opelika, to IMiss Lillie B., daughter of

Dr. John B. Barnette, the union being now made more happy by the

presence of two children, named lone and Mary Charles. }vlr. Barnes is

a Knight of Pythias, and is a steward in the IMethodist church, and as a

lawyer and gentleman, stands in the front rank of the profession, and in

the social circle, none holds a better position.

Hon. L. P. Booker was born in Wilkes county, Ga.. April 0. 181G,

and is the son of Richeson and Elizabeth Booker. The Bookers are of

W’’elsh-Irish descent, and were among the oldest families of A’irginia,

settling there manv years behjre the war of independence. William M.
Booker, father of Richeson, was a native of Virginia, in which state

he married Edith Clay, an aunt of the great commoner. Henry Clay,

whose name is so insei)arably connected with the ]H>litical history of tjie

United Stales. Richeson Booker was born in Amelia county. Va.
, about
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the year 1700, and Avas reared to manhood in Eibtn;l county, Ga., Avhere

he met and married Elizabeth Simpson, a nati'-e of \TiIkes county, that

state. }vlr. Booker Avas a farmer by occupation, also a u'crchant, and for

a number of years held the office of .;nsTioo of the peace. His death

o ;curred in Wilkes county, Ga., in 1850. To Kicheson and Elizabeth

Booker AA’ere born seA’eral children, only tAVo of aa-Iioui are noAA' living-,

namely; John M. and L. P. By a subsequent marriage Avith a sister of

his former wife, Air. Booker had a fainilAU of wiioiii E. AI. and Simpson
Booker are the only living members. In his youth E. P. Booker
attended the old Penfield school, noAv Alercer university .Alacon, Ga., but did

not complete his course, AvithdraAving from the institution and becoming
engrossing clerk of the house of rep-reseruatiA’es at AlilledgeAulle at the

age of nineteen. Subsequently he accepted a clerkshi)) in the stirA'eyor-

general’s office, in Avhich capacity he continued tAVO j'ears, and then

-engaged as clerk Avith a mercantile firm of AlilledgeAulle to manage a

branch store at Port Gaines, Avhere he remained until 1^38. Prom 1840

till 1843, Air. Booker Avas engaged in educational Avork in the county of

Wilkes, and the four years folloAving he aauis similarly employed in Troup
county, Avhere lie earned an enAuable reputation as a popular and efficient

instructor. Relinquishing teaching, he made an extensiAm tour of Texas
and the soutliAvest. and returning in 1841> married Elizabeth Gates, and
engaged in agricultural pursuits in Troup county, AA'here he resided until

his remoAuil to Lee count,y, Ala., in 18,17. During the late war Air.

Booker served as deputy probate judge of Russell county, and Avas for

some time connected Avith the militin service of the state. In 1870 he
represented Lee county in the state legislature, and in 1892 Avas nomi-

nated for the office of treasurer of the county. He also seiwed as county
commissioner during a part of the Avar period, and his official record

reflected credit upon himself and Avas eminently satisfactorv to the peo-

ple of the county. Until recently Air. Booker folloAved planting in Lee
county, but in 1884 retired from his farm and became a resident of

Phoenix City, Avhich he has since made his home, .fudge Booker is a

man of character and high standing in Lee county, and is justly classed

with the most ]iopular citizens of the toAvn in Avhich he resides. He is a

democrat in ]iolitics. and for a number of years has been a faithful com-
municant of the Ba|>tist church. He has a family of seven children,

whose names are as folloAvs: B. R., Emma, Avife of A. N. White; Cora,

wdfe of AVai-ren Williams; Franklin, Nannie. Leslie , and Bessie. Avife of

T. A. AIcGraAv.

Daniel BrLr..vuD is one of the oldest inhabitants and one of the most
striking figures of Lee counfy. Ala., and is a resident of Oak BoAvery.

He Avas born in North Carolina. Eeiitember 21. 1811, and came to Alabama
w’hen about tAventy-three years of age. His father. Robert Bullard. Avas

a native of Robeson county. N. C.. Avas a planter. Avho spcuit a lifetime of

seventy-three years Avithin a half mile of his birth idaco. He married Alis
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Catherine McLean, a native of the IsJe of Skye, who came to America when
a child, with her father. Charles IMcLean. who settled in North Carolina

before the Revolutionary war. The children born to this marriage were

nine in number, all of whom lived to be grown, but of whom four only

are now living, viz.: Daniel, of Lee county. Ala.; Priscilla, widow; Cath-

erine. wife of Atlas Jowers; and Elias, of Robeson county. N. C. The
parents of tlu'se children died in and 1S70. the mother following the

father to the grave, at the age of ninety-live years. Daniel Bullard was

twenty-two years of age when he first left his home, to jiass a year in

Houston county, Ga.. whence he came to Alabama .and located in 1533

about two miles south of Opelika, when that now growing city was a

mere Indian village, and a small one at tliat. At this }dace Mr. Bullard

lived until the year 1844. when he went down the river Chattahoochee, and

for three years resided on a plantation in Alabama, opjiosite Columbus.

Ga., and then returned to the old place in Lee county, where he lived

until 1870. when he settled on his present place*. Oak Bowery. In addition

to managing his plantations. IMr. Bullard traveled from 1843 to the end

of the late war for the Taylor Cotton-gin com})any. and on one of his

trips was captured by the Union soldiers, within the lines at Vicksburg,

and confined in that city during the entire siege of nine weeks. Mr. Bul-

lard was united in wedlock, just below Opelika, August 7, 1835, to Miss

Susan Mizell, a lady of French descent, and born near Savannah, Ga. The
children born to his union, were twelve in number, of whom one died in

infancy, the others having all reached maturity, and. with two exceptions,

still living, and intermarried wj.th the best families of Opelika arid Lee
county, viz. : Martha A., wife of Capt. R. M. Greene, Opelika; IMary,

the first wile of the late Dr. Williams, and Elizabeth, his second wife,

but now likewise deceased; Susan H., wife of J. S. Hair, tax collector of

Leo county, and a resident of Auburn; Sallie, widow of John Richards;
Emma E.. wife of .lolm S. Davis, Gold Hill, Ala.; Winnie, wife of N. S.

Harris, Roanoke. Ala.; Laura P.. wife of ,Tohn R. Chapman, Cedar town,
Ga.

;
Daniel W.. of Oak Bowery; Robert Lee. w'ho graduated from West

Point, in the class of 1885. and is now first lieutenant of the Sixth United
States infantj’y. stationed at Fort Leavenworth. Kan. ; and Dr. C. C.

Bullard, an eminent eclectic
p ractitioner of Oak Bowei-y. Daniel Bullard

is a tall, fine-looking gentleman, with a pihysique but little impaired by
advancing years. He is a democrat, in ]>olitics, is a master Mason, and
been a member of the IMethodist church since early manhood.

Judcf: Tiiom.v.s L. Fk.-\.zf;u, tlie eldest child born to Addison and
Mary A. (Florence) Frazer, was born in IJncoln count.y. Ga.. Decem-
ber il. 1-^35. Addison Fi'azer was born in Wilkes county' about the year
1809, and was a son of Arthur Frazer, a native of North Carolina, of
Scotch-Irish extraction. The Florence family were Georgia pteopile. and
Mrs. Mary A. Frazer was born in IJncoln connt.y, that state, where she
was married early in the year ls;l5 to Mr. Frazer. There were six chil-
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dren born to this marriage, of '’.vhom live are still living, a?p follows:

Judge Thomas L., Mrs. O. F. Casey, living in Auburn, Ala.: Lucy J.,

living near Auburn; Mrs. H. C. Johnson, of Opelika, and Mrs. L. S.

Driver, of Montgomery. In 1836, Addis')n Frazer came to Alal.'aina, and
located in Barbour county, seven miles west of Glenville, but the Indian

troubles had broken out at this time, and the property belonging to Mr.
Frazer was all destroyed by fire or other means, and he fled to Muscogee
county, Ga., where he remained about a year and tl;en returned to his

former settlement in Barbour county, Ala. In 1840, he moved to Auburn,
Lee county, Ala., where he ended his da3's in l<t7i'. Ilis widow still

resides on the homestead, two miles from Auburn. Judge Thomas L.

Frazer, after receiving a sound Eng'lish education, engaged in the cotton

commission business, which has more or less claimed his attention until

the present time, being now engaged in the same at O^jelika, Ala. IJe

has hosts of friends,- and has made himself quite popular in business as

well as social circles. He served as probate judge of Lee county from
1883 to 1886, and during his incumbency took an important part in adjust-

ing the bonded debt of the county incurred in favor of railroads by popu
lar vote. The judge was commended by the people for the businessdike

manner in which he adjudicated this debt. Although an uncompromising
democrat, he is no office-seeker, yet is wulling to do his whole duty as a

citizen when called upon, and has always been closely identified with the

politics of the state, being a member of the state democratic executive

committee. The marriage of Judge Frazer took place in 1875, near
Opelika, to Miss Ella X., daughter of Isaac Ross, three children being the

result of the union, viz. : Mary Ella. Thomas R.. and.Iohn A. The judge
is a master Mason, and also a member of the Methodist church.

J. T. Holland.

—

Prominent among the successful business men of

Phoenix City, is the gentleman whose name introduces this biograpihy.

He is a native of Georgia, born in the city of Columbus, June 3. 1834, the

son of J. C. and Hettie (Day) Holland. Educated in the common schools

and reared on the farm. Mr. Holland early became familiar with the

practical duties of life, and at the age of seventeen engaged in agricul-

ture upon his own responsibility, and continued the same for a number of

years. He also began merchandising where he now lives, a number of

years ago, and has ever since given his attention to the business, which
he has managed so successfully, that a comfortable fortune is the result

of his consecration to the business. Mr. Hcjlland served one term as sheriff

of Russell county before the war, Avas again elected to the office in 1S65,

and on the division of the county, in l-"(4, ovas chosen to represent the
new county of Lee in the general assembly of the state. He is promi-
nent in the delil)(U’ations of the democratic ]iarty. botli in local, state and
national elections, and at this time is a member of the state central com-
mittee. Mr. Holland served in the late war as first lieutenant in Wad-
dill's light artillery. Avhich In* joined in 1>'61. and with which he toolc
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part in the battles of Kiehrnoiid, Ky., Perryville, }^IurfreesVjoro, siege-

of Vicksburg. Kenesaw iSIountuin and Ilaker’s Creek, in the last two of

whicdi he was wounded in the head and thigh respectively. He surrend-

ered with his company in l^Oo. on the hill ojjposite Columbus, where the

last shot of the war was tired from one of the guns of his battery. Mr.

Holland was married January 20. in Russell county.'Ala.. to Fannie M..

daughter of Benjamin H. Baker, a union blessed with the birth of eight

children, whose names are as follows: Lena, widow of John Howell;

Mary, James C., Orlando M.
,
Glenny B.. Maude. Herbert S. and Daisy.

Mr. Holland's father, J. C. Holland, was born in Hancock county, Ga.

,

and when a young man located on the present site of Columbus, and

became the tirst sheriff of ^Muscogee county. In early life he followed

the blacksmith's trade, but later engaged in fanning, which he carried on

successfully until his death in 1633. His wife, whom he married Jan-,

nary 1. was Hettie Day, a native of east Tennessee. She bore her

husband eight cliildren, and died in at the advanced age of eighty-

four years. Of the family of eight children there are only three living

at this time, namely: Emily G., wife of Thomas B. Gibson; J. S. and
Hettie J., wife of J. M. Curran.

William J. Ia'GERSOll.—The grandfather Cof this gentleman was
really the discoverer of the electric telegraph system, now so generally

in use throughout the civilized world. Dr. Steplien M. Ingersoll %vas

born in Dutchess county, N. Y.. March 15, 1792, and was a .self-educated

youth, but so jirepared himself that he was able to secure his degree of

M. D. further along in life. He was a surgeon in the war of 1612, and
for services thus rendered received a pension from the government. He
came south early in the twenties and built the tii’st house on the site of Col-

umbus, Ga. ; for a number of years he ran a ferry on the Chattahoochie

river and also several saw mills. A man of much prominence in his

neighborhood, he was selected by the government as one of the commis-
sioners appointed to remove the Indians to the west side of the Mississippi

river. A man of great mental strength, he was given to abstract specu-

lation and to the investigation of the arcana of nature, and it is related

of him that while traveling on a stage from Montgomery. Ala., to

Columbus, Ga., in company with Prof. S. P. B. iMorse, lie descanted on
the feasibility of electrical transmission of messages. Morse seized the

idea, it is claimed, elaborated it and eventually pi’oduced the instrument

which bears his name. The doctor lived until June 3. 1672. and doubtless

had received many a many a message over the wires of a machine of

which he had fonned the tirst conception, but had m.it perfected. Dr. W. J.

Ingersoll, son of Dr. Steplien M., was born in .Jones county. Ga.. and
was reared in Lee county. Ala. : he was a graduate of the Philadelphia

Medical college, and practiced his profession until his death, in 1631, at

the early age of thirty years. William .1. Ingersoll. Avhose name heads this

sketch, is tlie son of Dr. W. .1. and Marion (.Thonpison) Ingersoll. and
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jvas born Febrmiry ti. 1^40, on Ingcrsoll Hill. Lee county. Ala., and here

he still has his residence. IMrs. Marion Ingersoil was born near Edin-

burgh. Scotland, and is residing with her son. William J. She bore her

husband four children, who were named William J.. Stephen ol. ideceased'.

Josephine, wife of B. W. Edmunds, and Isabella, wife of .John Baird. iMr.

Ingersoil. since he has reached liis majority, has given the greater part

of his- attention to planting and saw-milling, and is also heavily interested

in real estate in Phamix City, and it was at his homestead, Ingersoil Hill,

that the last battle of the late war in Alabama took place. Mr. Ingersoil

was united in the bonds of matrimony October 1874. with IMiss

Mollie L., daughter of J. K. W^mn of Talbot county, Ga., although the

lady herself was born and reared in Russell county, Ala. Two children

have blessed this union, viz. ; Earnest L., now aged seventeen, and IMary

Lucille, aged eleven years. The family occupy a high social position,

being universally respected by their neighbors.

W. P. Kexn'OX.—The Kennon family is one of the oldest families in

Alabama, Dr. W. P. Kennon being one of the pioneer settlers of the

state. The doctor was born in .lasper county, Ga. . in 1813, but in early

manhood went to Columbus. Ga.
,
to study law under the famous Colquitt.

He was never admitted to the bar. as he preferred the medical profession.

Later on, his father's family moved to Dover, Ala., but the Indians

becoming troublesome, they found it necessary to retrace iheir steps.

The 3’oung doctor elect now laid aside his studies, and joined a company
under Capt. Browm's command, fully determined to chastise the redskins,

whose acts of violence and theft he deeply resented. He also took part

in several battles in Florida, in one of which he had a hand-to-hand

encounter wuth an Indian chief. He often spoke of his many exploits

and narrow escapes during these troublesome times. In 1838, he w*as

married to iMiss Elizabeth (Story, and for several yeaivs the pair resided

in Oak Bowery. Ala., where the doctor again resumed tire study of medi-

cine under Dr. Tucker, a noted botanical physician. Dr. Kennon also

practiced medicine very successfully here for several years. In 18.')0, he
moved his family to AVacooche A'alley. wl,iere he resided on the river-side

a number of years. Some time in 1861, another removal was made; this

time the family sf'ttlod in Salem, Lee county. Ala., where the doctor left

them, and entered the Confederate army. He served as a physician for

his com}>any until 1864, when an attack of rheumatism comj)elled him to

withdraw. In politics, . the doctor Avas an uncompromising demo-
crat, and always took an active part in advancing the interests of his

party. He was a genthnnau of much ability, and, for forty years his

services as a ])hysician Avere in demand by the aftiictcHl, and his death, in

1885, cast a gloom o\er the Avhole community. His Avidow survived him
a few years, only. Dr. AAA P. Kennon and his Avife had born to them
tAvelve children, nim' of Avhom thev reared lomaturitv, viz.; Dixon (died

in the Civil Avaiv' ; AAhiruer P.. Jr.; Robert: Frank; Mrs. Julia Dunn; Mrs.
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Louisa 'White (deceased); Mis. Sam. Hill; Mrs. Emma Head, and Mrs.’

Frank Hill. Warner P. Kennon, .Tr., familiarly known to Ids friends as

"Babe." was reared in his native county (Lee), and in 1870 entered the

mercantile business on his own account, in Salem, Ala., and has. through

strict attention to the wants of his customers and fidelity to their inter-

ests, .met Avith more than ordinary success. He is also interested in agri-

culture, and at present he and his partner. R. L. Kennon, run from sixty

to sixty five plows. In 189^. he erected an ax and handle factory, and

this enterprise has also proved a most successful one. In politics. Mr.

Kennon, like his father, is a stanch democrat, and is considered one of

the best party organizers in the state. He is a county commissioner by

aiApointment, but it is a well established fact that he could Avin any office

within the gift of his felloAA'-citizens, if he Avere to put himself in the

field. Mr. Kennon's marriage took place in h'sTl, in Salem, to Miss

Margaret Corcoran, a scion of the old BariiAvell family, the result of the

union being the folloAving chijdren; Mary, William (deceased), Frances

(deceased), Stokes. Paul Duncan. Charles. Nellie and little Bernard. In

religion. )Mr. Kennon is a ISIethodist, but his Avife belongs to the Catholic

faith, and has ])robably imparted to her children a better knoAvledge of

the scriptures and Christian doctrine than '"hat possessed by children of

a different faith. The Kennon family is of Scotch extraction, the Amer-
ican branch originating in A^irginia. Avhere they can easily trace their

ancestry back to the famous Pocahontas.

F. G. McElhaney. D. D. S.—This genial dentist, planter, and hotel-

keeper of Auburn, Lee county, Ala., Avas born Alay 11, I'^iG. in Chester

county, Penn., lo Samuel and Alary
(
CoAvan

)
AIcElhaney. Samuel was

also a natiA’e of Chester county, Penn., born about 1778. His ancestors

were Scotchmen Avho settled in the north of Ireland. AA'hence the branch

that settled in PonnsylA'nnia. The Cowan family Avere of AVelsh origin.

Samuel ard Alary AIcEllianey Avere married in or about the year l'^(I7. in

Chestei’ county, and had 'born to them a family of ten boys and five girls,

of Avhom thirteen g.reA\" to maturity and five are still living, viz. ; David wS..

of Alartickvilhv P<mn. : .lohn, of Shiloh. La.; Di-. F. G., of Aubmai. Ala.;

Elizabeth. Avife of George AAA Lines, of Lanark, 111., and Airs. Alary J.

Graham, of Pittsburgh. Penn. The father of this family died in IrieS.

in the Presbvlei-ian faith, the mf)ther having preceded him to tlte grave
in 18.')7. F. G. AI ‘Elhaney came south, wliere a brother had preceded him,

about the year K43. ;ind located in Harris county, Ga., Avlnn’e he attended

school a short time, and at the age of eighteen Avas a]'»pointed postmaster

of Ellershun Harris county. In isfs, returned to tlie north and entered

upf)ii the study of dentistry umh'r Dr. John AI. Anderson, at Kennett
Square, Penn., and tAvcj years later came to the south again and for a

year ]>racticed his ])rofession at Columbus. Ga. About this time his

bi-otlier died, and the doctor returned to Ellerslie. Avhere lie rem.iim'd^

until ixfij, Avhen he came to Alabama and settled in Atd)urn. Lee county,
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and has hero been in practice ever since. In addition to his ])rofession

the doctor is interested in farining, and owns a plantation of (>00 acres,

four miles west of Auburn, and he also i.-: proprietor of the fine hotel

property in the village, in the conducti’ag of wliich lie* is aV/iy assisted by
Mrs. McEllianey. The doctor was tirrd married cn Ihe 3d of September,

1852, in Harrison county. Ga., to .;Vmelia Fraaer, whose three children

were named Carey, a liveryman at Auburn. Ala. ; Hortense, single, and

Mary, the deceased wife of WillianO. Trammell. Mrs. Amelia IMcElhaney

died in lriS4, and in December of 18^0 the doctor won the heart and hand

of his second wife, fvlrs. Mary J. Carter, niece of his first spouse. To
this union have been born no children. The doctor is a democrat in

politics and for forty years has been a master Mason. He is a deacon

and local preacher in the ISIethodist church, and is everywhere respected

as an upright citizen and genial gentleman. •

Thomas E. Penx, planter ami merchant of (dpelika, Lee county, Ala.,

is a native of Oglethorpe county, Ga., and was born September 12, 1831,

a son of .John T. and Elizabeth Penn, natives respectively of Virginia

and Georgia. John T.. a native of Patrick county, was born in 1774. was
of English descent, and traced his family back to the founder of the
“ Keystone " state. William Penn. John T. Penn was a farmer and mer-

chant by occupation. He was reared in Virginia, but emigrated to Ogle-

thorjie county, Ga., when a young man. and there married IMiss Wallen,

about the year 1795. and ended his days in 1839—a Methodist in religious

belief, and in i)olitics a democrat. ISfrs. Elizalieth Penn survived her

husband until 1870. Her people Avere Georgians for several generations

back of her own birth, and Avere an honored and respected family. She
reared a family of seven children, named as folloAvs: William. James and
Henry C.. all deceased JThomas L., Avhose name opens this slietch. Eliza,

Matilda, and !Maiy. Thomas L. Penn Avas reared in Oglethorpe county.

Ga,, but at the age of tAventy came to Alabama and located in Chambers
county, Avhere he began his business life by clerking for a firm at Cusseta,

whom he succeeded in business thiee years later, in jrartnership AA'ith

another gentleman, under the firm name of Penn A Scott. They con-

tinued together three years—at the end of Avhich period Mr. Penn bought
out Mr. Scott's interr'.st and continued in business on his own account,

until the outlireak of the Avar. At the close of the Avar, ho resumed mer-

cantile trade, and carried it on extemuvely for a number of years, but

became gi'adually interested in farming, and noAV has a plantation of

about 3,ti90 acres, near Cusseta. and still conducts a ])lantation stoi'e.

From to H91. also, he Avas the senior member of tlie Avholesale firm

of Penn A Co., of 0[)elika, the junior member of the finn being his

son-in-laAv, PI. B. T. r'Jontgomery. Mr. Penn has ahvays been a safe

business man and has profitably invested the Avealth that industry and
business talent haA'(> bntught him, lufing noAv the owner of ci^nsiderable
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business property in Atlanta. Ga.. an<l 0[ielilca, beside bank stock.

Penn -was married Decamiber I’ii, 1861. at Cusseta, to iNIiss Enoree W.
Penn, a distant relative, who boi'e him two cliildren, viz.: .limmie Lulu,

who was married to II. B. T.' ISIontg'omery. but was snatched away by-

death October .'n l^'.'s? ; the second child, Walton T.. reached his twenty

years of life, when he, too, was taken away from his heart-t^roken parents

by typhoid fever Se.pteinber 10, 1^8.1, having- graduated only the June

previous from Auburn Agricultural and Mechanical college, and having

gone into business with Air. Alontgomery, with the anticipation of a long

and useful career. The loss of their two children was a most severe

stroke to the parents, and the effects of the blow will never be healed.

The two bright little boys (Penn and Lou'is Walton) left by Airs. Alont*

gomery, are being reared by Air. and Airs. Penn, who have a delightful

home, which the grandchildren materially brighten by their presence.

Mr. Penn was patriotic as a native of the south, and in 1802, entered

company G, Thirty-seventh Alabama infantry, which was mustered into

service just after the battle of Corinth, but his health broke entirel}'

down and he was compelled to resign. Air. Penn is a democrat in his

politics, and a member of the Alethodist church.

William C. Ross.—This nourishing and old-time planter of Lee
county, Ala., was born in Troup county, Ga.. February 2, 1829. son of

Isaac and Narcissa (Sledge) Ross. Isaac Ross, the father, was a native

of South Carolina, born near Columbia, about the year 1797, but at the

age of fifteen was brought to Alabama with his parents, and their family,

who settled near Fort Decatur, having made the trip in the primitive

style of wagons known as the “hogshead, " hauled by cows. Here in the

wilds he was reared, enduring the hardships and privations of pioneer

life, and here, in 1827. he married Aliss Sledge, shortly after which
event, owing to the unhealthy climate of the neighborhood, he moved to

Troup county, Ga., locating within a mile of LaGrange, where he kept

his residence from 1828 to 1834. In the latter year he came to Chambers
county, Ala., and settled on a plantation, now owned by his son, AVill-

iam C. The Indian troul)les. which arose soon after, compelled the

family to return to Troup county, Ga., but when the trouble had been

quieted down, the family returned to the Alabama plantation and resided

on it until their children became of school age. when they moved to Oak
Bowery, several miles north, to avail themselves of the advantages

offered by the schools at that point. In 18.')3. Isaac Ross moved with his

family to Elmore county. Ala., and built a flue residence near Tallassee,

in Avhich he passed the i-emaindcr of hi,.s days, his death occurring in

l>(r),'), and that of his witlow in G6-^. Air. Ross had been a member of the

state militia and saw sonu' service during the Indian war. In politics he

was an old-line wdiig, but never held office, although fi-erpiontly besought
by his fellow-citizens to accept ])ositions of honor and trust. He was an

austere moralist, but not a member of any religious denomination; he
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was honest to the core, and there was nevijr a slar cast on his c’ood

name. A man of ener^’y, industry and bu.siness tact, he had accumulated

a tine estate before the outbreak of the war, but liaving great faith in

the Confederate government, ho bought its bonds in large iiuinbers.

W'hich, of course, were never redeemed; but still he did not die an impov-

erished man. To him and wife were born eleven children, of whom eight

still survive, viz.: William C., Clara, now Mrs. A. A. Bardon. of Texas;

Helen, wife of Thomas Clenn. of Ardmim. ;Vla. ; Parthenia, married to

J. J. Abercrombie, of Opelika, Ala.; Ella W.. now kirs. Thomas L.

Frazer, of Opelika; Isaac, a dairy farmer near Opelika; Walter, a life

insurance agent; and IVdey. manager of an alliance store, both of Ope-

lika. William C. Ross received his prepara'.ory education at a Catholic

school near Lebanon, Ky., and latter altended the college at Harrisburg.

Ky.,' which he rpiit when a .lunior. Re has ever since followed agricul-

ture as a vocation, and before the recent vrar 'was one of the heaviest

producers in the south, raising from 1,000 to 1,500 bales of cotton

annually; at present he owns and cultivates about 3,000 acres of land. In

1854, Mr. Ross married, in Portsmouth, Va., Miss Sarah F. Tooraer, and
his domestic felicity has been increased by the birth of eight children,

the following six being still living to conifoit the waning years of their

jiarents: James T., Clara E.. Alice, Mary. Willia, wife of Osceola Kyle,

lawyer, of Decatur, Ala., and WHliam C., Jr. In politics Mr. Ross is a

democrat, as will be seen. The Rass family is one of the oldest-settled

in this section, and none is more highly respected.

John Summer.sgtll, the popular and efficient “boss" of a department
in the Eagle and Pheenix cotton factory of Georgia, at Phoenix City,

Lee county, Ala., was born July 27, 1852, in Columbus, Ga., and is a son

of Thomas and Mary ( IMcCallister
)
Sum mersgill. Thomas was a native

of Manchester, England, and in early life followed the sea. At about the

age of twenty-three, being then the mate of a merchantman, he withdrew
from the vessel at Pensacola, Fla., and found his way to Columbus. Ga.,

about the year lb50. Ho there found' employment in the Eagle cotton

mill as foreman of the carding-room, and held the position until the

destruction of the mill by fire in 1865, w'hen he went to Cedar Shoals,

Ga., and had charge of a cotton mill until his death, on the 8th of

August, in tin' year named. He was a member of tlie Presbyterian
church. Mrs. klary Summersgill was born in South Carolina, is of Scotch-

Iri.sh descent, and was married in 1850 to Mr. Summersgill, to whom she

bore a family of four boys and one girl, named as follows: .lohn, whose
name stands at the head of this sk'etch ; .Tames, mayor of Piicenix C'ity,

Ala.; Henry, a ’•esident of Plnonix City; Edward, who died at the age of

six years; Emma, wife of John T. Abner, sui)erintendent of the Swift
cotton mill at Columbus, Ga., and Thomas, now of Plmmix City. After
a widoAvhood of a few years Mrs. Summersgill was married to "W. R.

Martin, but is now again a widow and resides with lu'r daughter, Emma.
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At tlie of fiCteon years, John Suinmi'rs^ill entered upon an apju-en-

ticesliip of four years at the molder’s trade with Porter & Tell, of Colum-

bus, Ga., and at the expiration, of his term entered the employ of the

Ea,"le and Pheenix Cotton-mill company, with whom he has ever since

held various positions of r('sponsibility, bciny now in charge of the bailer

department. He has always been a favorite with employers, as well as

with the general pidilic. Three limes has he been elected mayor of his

adopted city by the democrats, and he also holds a commission as a notary

public. He has passed all the chairs in his lodge as Odd Fellow, of which
order he has been a member many ears. The marriage of Mr. Summers-
gill was solemnized September 13, 1^74, to Miss Dona, daughter of Clinton

and Eftie Dickens. This lady was born and reai-ed in Alabama, is a devout

member of the Baptist church, and is now the ha])py mother of five chil-

dren, viz. : Henry. Ina IMay. Clinton. Katie Belle, and a babe not yet

named. The family stands high in the esteem of the community in which
they live, and certainly by the example furiyished by Mr. Summersgill is

worthy the emulation of the rising generation, as he has lifted himself,

thx’ough liis industry and integrity, from the condition of a humble mill

hand to that of a man of wealth and prominence.

R. J. Trammell, a prosperous planter of Lee county, Ala., was born

July f!3. h'SoO. in Meriwether county. Ga. His father. Elisha Trammell,
was a native of Clarke county. Ga.. was born in 1^02. and when twenty

years of age moved to Haiuds county, and thence to iMeriwether county,

where, in 1832. he married iMiss Mary C. Dunlap, wdrich union resulted in

the birth of eight children, viz. ; Dr. J. D. . of Escambia county. Ala. ; R. J.,

of Lee county: .John R., deceased: Harrison, who died of small-pox

while in the Confederate anny at Richmond. Va. : Mary C.. wife of D. C.

Shutze, of Columbus. Ga. : S. S.. wife of Louis Schluessler. a merchant
of LaJhiyette, Ala.: James D. deceased, and D. \V., deceased. In 18G0 Mr.

Trammell moved to Columbus county. Ala., where he engaged in plant-

ing and milling, and lately erected, as one of the- principal stockholders,

a cotton factory on the Chattoclroochie river, below West Point. He was
a gentleman of energy and abilit}*. and a deacon in the Baptist church

for many years, and died in 1886. The Dunlaps are of Irish extraction,

but long residents of America. Josepli Dunlap, the grandfather of ISIrs.

Mary C. Tramnudl, having been born in Cieorgia. and having died in

IMeriwether county in iGes, outliving his gianddaughter. Mrs Trammell,

who passed away in 18.'i2. R. J. Trammell, in h’seO, began farming on

his own account, in conjunction with milling, and was quite pi-osperous

until 1861, when he enlisted in tlie first conqiany of volunteers that hM't

his County—the Ecldes Guax-ds. which were attached to the Eighth Geor-

gia infantry, and designated company D— in wh ich company he was raised

fx’om the ranks to the position of first lieutenant. He took part in the

first battle ofMxnassas, the seven davs tieht around Richmond, the

second Manassas batth\ and the ijattle of Sharpsburg. After tlxis last
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named he Avas seized with a Aiclorit attack of conlluent small-pox,

Avhich iuA'alided him for nearly a year, and preA'ented iiim from further .

performing duty as a soldier. On l\is recovery .he engaged in milling,

planting ami manufacturing, but is now engaged in planiin.g only, having

a plantation of aljout 3.t>0o acres. At LaGrange, Ga., in 1871, -dr. Tram-
mell was joined in matrimony with Miss Gaunie Stephens. Avho died in

1887, the mother of three ciiildren. viz. : Robert J.. a.ged tAventy years:

Mary Fannie, eighteen, and Harrison iiftee.iL years old. IMr. Trammell is

a democrat, a master Mason and a IZniuht of Pythias, holding the respect

and contideuce of all Avho knoAA' liim.

THOMA.S F. Williamson, a leading merchant of Opelika. Lee countAg

Ala., was born in LoAvndes county, Ala.. January' 12. 1811. His father,

Thomas J. Williamson, was a native of North ’Carolina, but, when a

child, Avas taken by' his parents to Troup county, Ga., Avhere he groAV to

manhood, and Avhere, in 1837, he married Miss iMartha C. Bailey’, a native

of Tennessee, Avho, Avhen a girl, was taken to -Troup county by an elder

brother. To the union of Thomas J. Williamson and Avife, Avere born

seA'en children, in the folloAving order; .John E.. Thomas F. . Avhose

name heads this ijaragraph; Mary' E., AvidoAV of .John S. Aycock,

WaA'erly', Ala.; Carrie C., Avife of James R. Greene, Vv'averly; Charles IE,

a Methodist minister, noAV stationed at ISIount Meigs, Ala.; Sarah E.,

AA'ife of John W'. -\llen. Gold Hill. Ala., and Samuel I^arks. Some years

after his marriage, Thomas J. Williamson moA’ed from Troup county', Ga.,

to LoAvndes county’, -Via., and sevei’al y'ears later to Chambers county,

thence, in 1882, to Opelika, Avhere he noAV resides, haA’ing lost his Avife

in 1880. In his earlier years Vlr. Williamson Avas a Methodist preacher,

but afterA\’ard became a merchaut. Thomas F. Williamson, Avith Avhom
this sketch has most to do. enlisted, in l’’^G2, in comiiany’ D. Thirty-

seA’enth Alabama regiment, and in a A'ery short time Avas promoted to

be a sergeant, and, in I'^O-l. Avas appointed orderly’-sergeant. He fought

at luka. Corinth. Vicksburg, Lookoiit Mougtain. Vlissionary^ Ridge, and

in the Atlanta campaign; Avas then ordered to Mobile, and thence to

North Carolina, where he suri'endered. Al tlie conclusion of the Avar he

settled in Opelika, and has here been engaged as a merchant ever since.

noAV carrying a stocl-: Avorth lOO, and doing an annual business of 818. OnO

to 820. ooo, and is recognized as a careful and upriirlit dealer, and as

thorouglily responsible tinancially'. In he Avas elected a member of

the board of aldermen of Opelika, and Avas re-elected in I'-^hl. His mar-

riage took place at 0]ielik'a. in isbS. to Miss JjaA'onia Frederick, avIio

has ])rcsoii1(‘d him Avith nine children, of Avhoni eighr, still living, are

named as folloAvs ; Carrii' Ji., Avifeof M. Scott, of Leecount.v: Annie E.,

married to Charles Varner, of Opelilea; Thomas F., Jr.. Robert E..

Lillie Belle, George T.. Sallie T-<., and Claude A.—the last six still at

homo. Vlr. 'Williamson vob's the democratic ti('kct: he is ^a stoAvard in

the Methodist church, and also u Knight of Ih.uor.
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H. T. WiMBEKTA'.—This extensive j)lantor was born January 20, 1>^44,

near liis present resiuence. Loachapoka, Lee county. Ala. His father,

L. T. Wimberly, was born in Jones county, Ala., January 1(5. 1S20, was
married in Muscoiiee count}', Ga., December 7, 1845, to Miss

Hannah Pitts, and soon after tliis event came to Alabama and located in

Macon (now Lee) county, four miles west of Auburn. He made his resi-

dence in a one-roomed Indian lo" cabin, with no neighbors nearer than

the town, and ther(> resided until his death in He was an active

worker in the ^letliodist churcli and Sunday school, was a chapter INIason.

and worshipful ma.ster of the blue lodge at Loachaiioka. Well informed

on all subjects, and especially on biblical literature, he for a number of

years taught school, and though no office seeker, frequently gave his aid

to the democratic inirty by delivering speeches throughout the neighbor-

hood in support of its principles. His father, Titus Wiudierly. lived and

died in Jones county. Ga. The Pitts family originally came from Ten-

nessee, the father of Mrs. Hannah Wimberly having settled in Georgia at

an early day; her mother was a native of Muscogee county. Ga. , where
Hannah was herself born. Of the eleven children born to L. T. and Hannah
Wimberly, seven reached the years of maturity, as follows: H. T., the sub-

ject jtroper of tills sketch; Mary E.. wife of T. L. Sanford, of Loacha-

poka; T. P., of Auburn; W. X.. who died at the age of twenty-six years;

L. T., a farmer at Loachapoka; Lucy A., wife of J. H. Webb, of the same
place, and Frank, residing with IMr. H. T. Wimberly. The father of this

family died August 28, l&ftO, and the mother IMarch 17, 1885. H. T. Wim-
berly was educated at the Military school at Auburn. In 1^03 he enlisted

in the Forty-sixth Alabama infantry, which was assigned to the western

army, but, after some service, was honoral)ly discharged for disability,

caused by severe attacks of rheumatism. Ho is now most heavily engaged
in ]danting, owning several plantations and a cotton-gin and mill. He
has ahvays been successful in his vocation and freely gives from his accu-

mulations to the churches and schools, and is famous for his liberality.

He is well iiosted in state and national ]iolitics, and is bitterly opposed

to "boss-ism.” December 7, l''t'2, Mr. Wimberly was happily married, at

Opelika, to Miss Cornelia P. Ware, the accom})lished and beautiful daugh-

ter of James II. Ware, of IMontgomory. and niece of United States Senator

Jolui T. Morgan, her mother's maiden name having been (Jetavia Willis.

The Ware family are from Georgia originally, from whi(di state IMrs.

Wimberly's grandfather migrated to Montgomery county. Ala. Tiiere

he bought land from the Tuckahachee Indians, on the Tallapoosa and
Coosa rivers, stretchitig fi'om two miles below Tallnssee to a distance of

twenty-tive miles from that town. The father of Mrs. Wimberly was
reared on this }dantation, twelve miles from Montgomery, and first mar-

ried Mary Stokes, who boi'e him three children, two of whom are still

living, viz. : Mrs. Anna W. Holmes, of ^Montgomery, and Wmh'. now liv-

ing near Tallassee. Mrs. Ware having been called from earth. Mr. Ware
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mari’iod Octavia 'Willis, at Talladega, and to this union wore born three

children, one of whom died in infancy; the survi’ving’ two are

Jimmie, now Mrs. INlaCk Wimberly, of Greenville, and Cornelia P., wife

of H. T. Whrnberly. as stated. James H. Whire died in ls07 ; his widow at

present resides with Mrs. H. T. Wimberly. The children born to Mr.

and Mrs. H. T. Wimberly are three in number and are named Libbie H.,

Louis L.. and Persia.

T. S. Yorxo, prominent business man of Columbus. Ga., and resident

of Phnix City. Ala., is a native of Georgia, born in the county of

Upson on the seventh day of December, His father, Williannson B.

Young, was born in Wilkes county, Ga., in the year 1810, moved to

Phoenix City, Ala., in 18o8, and departed this life in Xovember. i860.

He was by occu])ation a carpenter, and is remembered as a most excellent

citizen and prominent immiber of the Methodist church. He was ntarried

about the year 1&;>4. in Upson county, Ga., to Winnie Ogietree. daughter

of Thomas Ogietree, a veteran of the Indian war of 1^015, and became the

father of nine children, three of whom are living at this time, namely:
T. S., Mary ,T. and A. O. Young. Sherwood Young, father of William-

son B. , was also a native of Georgia, born in W'ilkes county, of Scotch-
Irish parentage. The widow of Williamson B. Young is still living, a

halo old lady of seventy-eight years, clear of intellect and remarkably
sound of body for one of her age. T. S. Young was reared in Monroe
county, Ga., on a farm, and began life for himself as a workman in a

cotton-mill, in vvhich capacity he continued three and a half years. Sub-

sequently, he found employment as clerk in a store, and in IMay. 1802,

enlisted in the Third Georgia cavalry. Within a short time after enlist-

ment, he and about 200 others of the regiment, while on a raid

neai’ Haginsvillo. Ky., were captured and taken to Louisville, thence to

Alton, Ilk, where he was exchanged after four months' confinement.

Rejoining his command in middle Tennessee. Mr. Young participated in

a number of skirmishes, and in 18GB was transferred to company K.

Forty -sixth Georgia infanti y. with which he served in the Atlanta cam-

paign and Hood s raid. His command surrendered in North Carolina, but

he surrendered at Columbus, Ga., in April, h’^65, being ill at the time of

the surrender of his command, and, returning home, worked for some
time at the carpenter's trade, and later became a memlier of the Columbus
police force, the duties of which position he discharged for a period of

three years. He next embarked in the mercantile business at Columbus,

and has since been prominently identified with the commercial interests

of the city. In his business ventures. iSIr. Young has been quite suc-

cessful and is now one of the large })roperty owners of Columbus and

Phu'uix Cit3L his real estate hi the two places being estimated at over

^^30,000. He was the first nuqvor of Pheenix. and has ever taken an active

and prominent part in its welfare and impiovauuents. Mr. Youn" was
married Gctolier 14, 1>8l, to Beulah, daughter oC Thomas and Ellen Wor-
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roll, to which union three children have been born, namely: Beulah

IMay, Sherwood Maynus and Zada Winnie. INIr. Youny's political affilia-

tions are with the democratic party, and he is an active member of the

Odd Fellows' fraternity.

LIMESTONE COUNTY.
,

Capt. Pouter Bibb, one of the worthy citizens of Limestone county,

Ala., and a graiulson of ex-Gov. Thos Bibb, deceased, was born in

a son of Porter and Mary P. (Betts) Bibb, both natives of tliis state. The
father was a graduate of the university of Virginia, and was always a

farmer. He was a son of ex-Gov. Bil)b. and his wife Aliss Permelia

(Thompson) Bibb, both natives of A’irginia, who came to Alabama about

181d. settled first in Aladison county, Ala., and remained until ISIS, when
he bought in Limestone county about I'.abO acres of some of the finest

land in Alabama, hlere he opened up a large plantation, on which he

remained till his death. He was one of the leading politicians of the

state, and was president of the senate when his brother, William Bibb,

was governor, and upon the death of Vv'illiam he became governor. In

1818. there was a combination of some capitalists to purchase all the

lands in this section of the country, and, not being in the combination,

his land was knocked down to him at 87,') per acre, but he and others

went before congress and had the price reduced. In Isfib, he erected a

fine, large brick house, which is in good state of i)reservation to-day, and

is now occupied by Capt. Porter Bibb and known as the Belle Alina farm.

He served in the legislature, and was a member of the constitutional con-

vention. He was at one time the largest planter in the state of xAlabama.

Airs. Alary P. Bibb, mother of Capt. P. Bibb, was a daughter of Eli.sha

and Alartha (Chambers) Betts, both natives of A^irginia. who were early

settlers in Alabama. Elisha was a captain in the war of 1812, and after

the war he settlerl in Aladison county, Ala., in the woods and opened up
a farm. Porter Bibb was reared on the farm where he now lives; he
attended the cominon schools of the neighborhood, and attended Greene

academy of Huntsville. In 1S5U, he began tlie study of law with Charles

Kortrecht as preceptor in Alemphis, Tenn., but in iMio, the war came on

and he gav(' up tlie law and entered the soutlu'rn army and came home
and orgaidzed a company and entered the army as first lieutenant in IbOl,

in company E, Fortieth Tennessee regiment, but when they offered their

services the Alabama (piota was full and they were rejected. The com-

pany then proceeded to Alemphis. Tmin.. and wa.-< admitted in the Fortieth

Tennessee regiment. Tlu'y enlisted for twelve months, and when the

time exi>ired tlu'y were jirisoners of Avar at Johnson's Island, remained

in prison six inonths, and were then exchanced at Vicksburg. During

his service in the fitdd and in prison he Avas thrown in contact with Col.

Alpheus Baker of Eufaula, Ala., and they bc'canie great friends—and
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upon theii- release Col. Baker received a oorrunission from SeaatO]- Pugh
as brigadier -general, and on the receipt of this commission he Mmnt to

Ca})t. Bibb and said: Here is something from Pugh. " and stated what
it was, and added, "I want yon Mhth rne; I want yen for brigade quarter-

master." Here Capt. Bibb served till the close of the Avar. After the

war be returned to Limestone county, and settled t>n the old Belle iSIina

farm, and since that time he has been etigaged in farming. On coming
home from the Avar, his father' imving died m the meantime, he had the

estate to settle and lias since remtiimal in I'lOosession of the farm. In

18b3 and r~^^4. he represonted Limestone county in the Alabama legisla-

ture. He is a notary pu'olic and ex-ofticif) justice of the peace. In 18b4,

while in the Avar and a short time after he had b-een }iaroled in Marengo
county, Ala., he met and married c^melia Bradley, daughter of Nathan
and Amanda (Taliaferro) Bradley. Avho Avere early settlers of Alabama.

Thirteen children Avere born lo this union; eight still smwive : Nathan B.

and Mary P. (tAvinsh Augusta K.. Thomas P., Robert C.. Benajah, 'William J.

and Allen D. The mother Avas born :n 1845. and raised m Marengo
county, Ala. She is a member of the ^lethodist Episcopal churcli, and he

is a member of the IHasonic order and K. of H. He is one of Limestone’s

best citizens, and he and family occupy a front rank in society.

S. iM. Clay, of Limestone coumy, Ala., was born October 13. 1844, in

Simm's sell lenient. Avhich afterward became the toAvn of Elkmont. His

parents were Samuel M. and Eliza (Henderson ) Clay. The father was a

native of Greenville county, N. C., and the mother from Abbeville dis-

trict, S. C. The father Avas born October 19, 1787. died August 25, 1844; ^
the mother Avas born June 1. 1816. and died March 1, lyyO. The father

came to Alabama in H25. and settled near Elkmont. Avhere he remained

till his death. He built the first gin in Limestone county. Ala
,
and Avas

also a stockholder in the bank of Decatur. Avhen that bank failed in

1837, and S. JI. Clay noAV has the clock that Avas used in the bank at that

time. Samuel Mitidiell Clay was a son of Samuel and Jlartha (Walls)

Clay, both natives of Virginia. The grandfather was a close relation of

Hemw Clay, and was in the legislature several terms in Noiuli Carolina.

Mrs. Eliza Clay Avas a daughter of Thomas and Margaret (Grigby) Hen-
derson. Her father Avas a natiA'e of Virginia and Avas a soldier in the

Avar of Gld: lier mothei' Avas a native of Virginia, and came to Alal):una

in Ls21, and .sotthul on Piney creGc. Limestone county. Thomas Header
son was a S(Au of Nathaniel Henderson. Avho Avas a native of Virginia, and
a soldier in the Revolutionary war. S. M. Clay Avas reared on the farm.

receiA'i'd a g(.)od education and finislied it at Danvilh'. Ky. : this, however.

Avas aftor the wai\ lu Jlarch. G'i2. ho enlisted in company E, Nintli Ala-

V)ama regiment, under Cajh. TluAinas B. H(jl)bs, and served till July 2,

1863, Avhen lie lost nis left arm in battle. Gettysburg. Penn. After fin-

ishing his schooling he returned to Alaliama. In l>6i) he married

f
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Mary V. Daly, dauylitor of Thomas D. and Ann (Abernathy) Daly. Her
lather Avas a nati\’e of Virginia and her mother AAms a nati’.'e of Tennessee.

Three children blessed their union, two liA’in", William T. and Samuel X.

The mother Avas born February ll3, 1^47, and died June i!.', 1873, a mem-
ber of the IMethodist Episcopal church, south. On August d, 187.'). IMr.

Clay married Clara P. Hartsell. dauuditer of ,T. W. and Eliza .T. (Pottey)

Hartsell. The father aauis a natiA'o of North Carolina, and the mother a

natiA'o of Alabama. This union has resulted in the birth of ti\'e children

—four still li\ ing. A"iz. : Francis H., Clara E., Pryor H. and Alice X.

The mother A\-as born in IMadison county. Ala., August 12. lSj4. and is

an author, poet and composer of considerable local reimtation. He and

wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, south. After mar-

riage Mr. Clay farmed one year, then engaged in the mercantile business

in Giles county, Tenn., and in 1872 remoA'ed his Imsiness to Limestone,

county, Ala., continued it till 1873. AA’hen he returned to Tennessee and

resumed farming for seA'eral years. He aa-us engaged in teaching school,

howeA'er, upon his return from the AAurr, but aa'us interrupted by. the Fed-

eral soldiers. He then taught one year in Tennossec, and one year after

he returnc'd to Alabama. In 1888 he Avas elected county superintendent

of education of Limestone county, and serAmd one term, and is still a mem-
ber of the board; he has also been the principal as.sistant postmaster at

Elkmont. When the AAUir AA'as OA'er he AA’as left, like all others, AA'ithout

anything, but by close econoniA' he has succeeded AA’ell and noAA' OAAms

1,000 acres. Mr. Clay established the Elkmont Enterprise in 1890, and

was the editor and proprietor of that’ paper one year, Avhen he remoA'ed

the same to Athens and consolidated Avith the Limestone AdAmrtiser, a

party democratic paper of AA’hich he AA'as the editor and proprietor a

short time, and then sold out on account of an attack of sciatica, AA’hich

prostrated him.

Wm. X. Hayes, a prominent citizen of Limestone county, AA'as born on

August 17, 1839, in Lincoln county, Tenn., son of John X. and Mary J.

(
Blake ) Hayes. The father AA'as born in North Carolina in 18o9 and came

to Alabama Avith his i>arents in H22. and settled in Madison county, Ala.,

and remained but a short time, Avhen the family AA'ent to Tennessee, AA’here

John X. Hayes AA'as reared. He AA'as a son of Charles Hayes. The grand-

father and grandmother ( Hoavzp ) AA'ere natit'es of North Carolina. The
maternal grandparents AA’ere John W. .and IMary (Morgan) Blake, aa'Iio

AA'ere natiA’es of North Carolina and Virginia, Avhose parents came to

America before the KeA'olution. Wm. X. Hayes AA’as reared in Tennessee,

receiA'ed a good common school education, and s]>ent tAA'o years at Cum-
berland uniA'ersity Lebanon, Trmn. During the late AA'ar he acted for the

Confederacy, as a telegraph oiierator. In 1N)3, he married Mary E.

Hus.sey, daughter of E. M. and Mary A. ( Thach
)
Hussey, and of the

eight children born to them, six arc liA’ing; William H. ; Anna iM., AA'ife

of C. E. Haile; .John, Thomas, Helen B., and Baker. Willi:im H., nmrried
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/

Minnie Lylces; John married Effie ToMues. The mother of these children

was born and reared in Mooresville, Ala. She is a member of the

Christian church and he is a member of the Mosonic oi’der of the royal

arch degree. In iSGs, he was appointed solicitor of Limestone county by
Judge James S. Clark, and served throe years, and in isss he was elected

state senator fi’om the first district and served till 1^9:!. In 1858, he

began the study of law with Hon. Luke Pi'yor as ]n-ecG])tor, but before

he completed his education, the war came on and stoojied for the time his

law study. After the war he I'erurned to Athens, and began the practice

of law and remained about twel'^e years, when he removed to the farm
near IMooresville, where lie now lives, and began farming, which he has

since continued, and in isso he developed a valuable water power and

engaged in cotton ginning and milling business and has since that

time conducted a large business. He began life without a dollar, and the

early part of his career was att-.mded with great liardship. At one time

he got behind while studying law and had to go to work at railroading to

earn money to pay up his debts. He now owns 1,720 acres of very fine

land near Mooresville, which is one of the best improved farms of the

county. He is one of Limestone cuunty’s best citizens.

Dr. Henry W. Hill, one of the old and prominent pht’sicians of

Limestone county, was born in AVilkes county, G'a.. January 9, 1827, a son.

of Abram and Clarissa (Callaway) Hill. The father was a native of

North Carolina, born September 4. 1778. and died C>ctober 4. 1852. The
mother wms a native of Georgia, born January 5, 1790, wms married

December 4, 1800. and died December 26, l'^55. These parents had eight

children: Josiah W.. John 2vl., Sarah A., Albert G.. William G., Abram M.,

Ely and H. W. ; of these children, the doctor is the only living representa-

tive. The father was a son of Henry and Sarah ' Cott;m) Hill—he, a native

of Virginia. Tlie grandfather was of Irish descent, and w’as a soldier in the

Revolutionary war. The grandmother was a native of North Carolina,

of Scotch descent. Mrs. Clarissa Hill was a daughter of .Toseph and Miss
(Rea.gen) Callawav. both natives of Georgia. The maternal grandmother
wa>-' a daughtei' of David Reagen, of North Carolina, who also was in the

F,ivolutionary struggle. Dr. Henry W Hill was reared in Georgia, and
received a good education at Brownwood university, at L;i Grange, and
when he had passed througli this school his father removed to iMissis-

sippi. In b'^lb. he began the study of medicine with Dr. A. B. Calhoun,
as preceptor, and in the same year, he entered the South Carolina univer-

sity at Charleston, and remained through 1^-19 and lsf7. and in the spring
of H17 lie entiM’cd the university of the city of Nmv York, and graduated
in medicine in 1''4''. He first located for practice at Blackhawk, iMiss.,

and remained in Mississipjii, but at ditferent })oints, until the war came on.

In 1802 he enlisted, was with Gen. Chalmers, and si'rved on his staff

about si.x mtinths, when he was taken sick and returned home, •where he
remained eight m(.mtlis, and tlu^n returned to the army as a surgeon of
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Col. Fisher's re,^hne^t until the close of the -.vur. After hostilities

ceased, he opened a dru" business in Ahuaphis. but only reiiiained about

one year, when he went t(j Texas, where li<i i)’-acti'.-ed two -years, and while

tliere had the yellow fever. He then came to Alabama, wh^re he I'emained

two years, then returned to ^Mississippi and remained rill t.s7d,wheu he went

to Germantown, Tcnn., where he remai.ued till i7bl. when he came to

Mooresville. xVla., where he has since remained and now has a large

practice. He is a member of the IMasonic order, (A the council degree,

royal and select master. On July 12. l''4'd, lie married IMaiy E. Lipscomb,

daughter of Haker and Alnieda ^Ca]law;!y ; Li})scomb, Airs. Hill was born

in Georgia, January It'. 1833, but left the docaor a widower; and on

March 27, he married Ann T. Hall, daughter of .James and Elizabeth

(Wood) Hall. This union has been favored with t-'.vo children; one is

living—James A., who is also a practicing physician. The mother was.

born in AIississipi)i, June 16, 1835, died Oc*:obGr 25, lt57. and on Febru-

ary 25, I85'd, the doctor married Airs. Alary E. (Poitevent) Girault. She
wms also a native of Alississippi, born in February, 1^'27, and died Novem-
ber Id, 1885. All the wives were members of the Baptist church. He is

also a member of the same church. His son. Dr. ,J. A., was educated in

medicine, first, at New^ Orleans, and graduaied at Vanderbilt university, in

Nashville, in V^d. He was born February 8, 1850, and married Eliza-

beth AV. AVoodroof, daughter of James aud Harriet A. (AAhught) AA’oodroof.

This union was productive of five children, two living—Anna Atwood and

Henry AAA Dr. .1. A. Hill and wife are members of the Baptist church.

He is a riiember of the K. of P. He has been in full partnership with

bis father since he began the practice.

George S. Houston, of Limestone county, is a son of ex-Gov. George S.

and Alary (Beatty ) Houston. The fatlmr was born in Tennessee in

1809, received an elementary education at an academy in Jjauderdale

county, and entered a law office as a student. His law course was com-
pleted at Harrodsburg, Ky., and he -was admitted to the bar in 1831. In

1832 he was elected to represent Jjauderdale county in the general a sem-

bly of Alabama. He was laborious in his professional engagements, so

that he was soon elected to the office of circuit solicitor. From this

j)osition hi^ was elected to congi’oss in 18 H. He then became generally

known to the people of the state—tliat election under the gc'nei’ul ticket

system having be(ui determined by a vote of the entire state. He was
again elected in l'-'d3 and lsd5 and 1''17. but in 1^19 he declined re-elec-

tion and resumeil his law practice. In 1851 he was again elected to con-

gress and conliniied to hold his seat by r('-('lection until 1>'61, when he
retired from the house in obetlience to tlu.“ will of the people of Alabama,
as expressed in their ordinance of secession. In 1''35 he was elected to

the senate of the United States by the legislature of Alabama, but was
was not admitted to his seat. In I'^Jd he was elecfctal governor of ^Ala-

bama and re-elected in Isfi;. At the ex])iration of his fij'st ttnan he was

I

[
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again elected United States senator, but he had again been chosen gov-

ernor, and the people would not consent to relievo him of the service

until he had completed fully the wise course of policy he had inaugurated

during his first tman. At the end of his second term ho was again elected

United States senator, but death cut him off and and he died before he

took his seat. While in congress he was chairman of the ways and
means committee, chaiimanof the house committee on judiciary. He
was one of .-Vlabama's greatest sons. He was a son of David and Hannah
(Reagan) Houston, both natives of Ireland, who came to America before

the Revolutionary war and settled in Tennessee, where they raised a

family of eleven children, and came to Alabama in 1S13. George S.

Houston's mother v as born in ^Missouri and came to Alabama at an 'early

day. George S. Houston received a liberal education. He attended

school in Washington. D. C.. and then attended a military school at Nash-

ville. Tenn.. three years, but before he completed his course the war
came on, and in 1^63 he enlisted in Roddy's command and was a lieuten-

ant in Roddy's escort, and served until the close of the war. After the

war he returned to his old home in Alabama and settled on the farm. On
January 6, 1870. he married Margaret Irvine, daughter of James and
Emily (Boggs) Irvine. The father was a native of Ireland and the

mother was a native of Pennsylvania. James Irvine became one of the

prominent citizens and attorneys of Florence. Ala., and served in the leg-

islature before and after the war. hlrs. Houston was born and reared in

Lauderdale county, and is a member of the Presbyterian church. He
and his wife are among the most prominent people of Limestone county.

•Hector D.vv[.s L.vne, commissioner of agriculture, was born in Hunts-

ville, Ala., in 18")2. and educated at the academy taught by Dr. Carlos B.

Smith. Leaving school about Will, 'he commenced to read huv with his

uncle, Nick Davis, and. in L''73, was admitted to the bar in Union county,

111., whither he had gone in W71. He then returned to Alabama in 1373,

and formed a law partnership with his uncle. Nick Davis, in Huntsville,

which continued until the fall of 1>77. when he devoted himself to his

agricultural interests, which still engage his attention. He was elected

to the legislature from Limestone county in isyO, and served two years.

In Se]itember. ls',)l. lie tvas appointed commissiomu' of agriculture by
Gov. Jones, and now holds that office. He is a Knight of Pythias, and a

member of the farmers' alliance, and was the only man who voted
against the St. Louis resolutions in IsS^. Mr. Davis Lane was married
in January. l-'7'^. to r^Iadge G. Mason, a daughter of Dr. .loseph G.

Mason, of Gih'S county, Tcmn.. and to them have been born three chil-

dren, one son and two daughters. George W. Lane, father of Hector D.,

was born in Oglethorpe county. Ga.. in 180(3. He came to Alabama with
his mother in Isl-'. who settled in Limestone county, where he lived until

about 187)0 . and then moved to Huntsville, in Madison county, Ala. He
was a lawyer, and was admitted to the l>ai' in U-b. He was elected pro-
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"bate jucl"0 of Limestone county, Ala., for one term, and ivas tlien elected
|

circuit judice. and served for sixteen consecutive years. He represented
•

|

Limestone county several times in the legislature. At liis death, in Louis- j

'ville, Ky.. in November, he held tlie office of judge of the United f

States district court of northern Alabama, under Lincoln. He was an old |

line whig, and a Union man. He married Martha Nicholas Davis, a
|

daughter of Capt. Nick Davis, a native of Hanover county, Va.. and the 1

first jiresident of the Alabajua state senate. To this union there were
^

born, eleven children, of whom seven lived to maturity, and four now sur 1

vivc, as follows: Kate L,, widow of Col. Kobert Ik Towns, of Illinois;
^

May, wife of Dr. Theodore Westmoreland, of Athens, Ala.; Hector D., of
|

Athens, Ala., and Charles P. Lane, editor of the Huntsville (Ala.) Mercury.
|

Kobert Wilson Lane, one of the sons, was captain of the North Alabama ‘

mounted cavaliers, wliich trooji was organized in Madison county. Ala.,* I

but went into the service as lieutenant at the beginning of the war. He
j

died in the fall of ISlU, from exposure, two days after his arrival home.
}

Grandfather Jonathan Lane, w’as a native of Georgia, and a planter. i

The maternal great-grandfather, John Davis, was a native of Virginia.
|

and a soldier in the Revolutionary war. The Lanes are of English stock
|

and of Huguenot descent, and the emigrant ancestor was Ralph Lane, 1

who came over with Sir AYalter Raleigh, to Baltimore. The Dawis fam-
|

ily is also of English descent.
\

Andrew C. Legg, one of the old pioneers of Limestone county, Ala.,
j

was born in Madison county. Ala., July M, I8!l0, and is a son of AVilliam 1

and Nacy- ( Coffman; Legg. The father was a native of Virginia, and
|

came with his parents to Tennessee, in 179o. where he grew to manhood,
}

and came to Alabama in 1817, settled in Madison county, and was
|

appointed, by the first legislature of Alabama to lay out the county seat
j

of Jackson county. He was a son of Edwaixl and Sarah (Garrett) Legg.
|

Grandfather Legg was a native of Ensrland, city of klanchester, and came
|

to America before the Revolution, and was a' soldier in that struggle. i

William Legg was a soldier in the Creek war. )Mrs. Nacy Legg was a

daughter of David Coffman, a native of Pennsylvania, who came to Ala- •

, |

bama in 1818, and opened up a farm. AVilliam Legg .served in Limestone !

county as commissioner of roads and revenues, twenty-eight years. He
and wife Avere members of the Baptist chui'ch. Andrew C. Legg attended

school in the old schoolhouse, and had to walk two and a half miles, doing

the chores at lionie night and morning before going to and after coming'

irom school. AVhen his parents Avere married, their families objected to

the union, and they married Avitho:it their consnit; when they Avent to

housekee})ing they had nothing, and the motlier Avove cloth, and tlie

lather split rails to buy their tirst bacon and the first coav, but they

worked hard, and soon accumulated enough money to remove to Alal)ama,

and in 1S18, bought their first land, Avhich Avas opened (Aut of an unbroken
iorest, and remained till Ui’l. when )Mr. Legg settled on Elk river.



11' mI

OWKT

^i:'

..'jjMi'J ''li

i ri; 'i

, .'/ .•' 1

1

r.M;.

4ki.»,U.JA 'TO
i

•
, -r-if f,i!0 -rf,'' Jlf /. ,7 'fU"-:- '< '

M n I

i . t, i
*, rr,; T

.w'i :'vu.i ,iM ui -‘wiM lumivj

,.,:„...v.'4 1.1 .'.:>! y>Iliv

->i. lo .t'wrM. toilfff'f* .'OlrjB

paU t

rri/A
, 0

. i
' •J’O

(•; /-L li •<»> /-

•

(I

.Mi 7 J /v ) 0/il '

V’iit'O'l
,

:ia u-.int* -a; ; iv!'.

iif'i.7 'Pm'I' 1 '
*

!'-;x ;:ii Ii'H’i "i ii>

,_i aia ,.. •(.,
,
Onali In- '

i,T

ur;
'

/
;

i M.ittuu .t»7 - 1
'*' ' ‘ '

'

t'hlv/ oail
M 1 . W ». J.U J

‘ * -

tl ’'‘®

':.L. .jr,oMoI':> c-v/olu .atocf^

T ? »f‘. Mvlv*

.y.i'

,

.vs.iiiot 8« ,(>VIV

,
> , ’ll ’

m.'.u-afT .'i<l 'lo

- -- , .j;,.i:,„,r::.t..T.iA,-u3coA
' I-;-.

,,,,doH

'

:

'.,,,1
,; u;„ >,,.,l!..'e3 b-.loMoui

17. ni basi IW4'!

'

I' '

tjiU'iAJ til JAJQV/

-.ri,

.aval
to., t.-n.'ltomO

'i-j t b-"-!'
'

j
J*' ,:a.„ Q. lijpiy liJinatUUl

,,
1- 'Oa afvofij '.Uta

j .I'fb.'. i

•'-VU ' aa ly iiai -

,
/M,U *.nli i;j 'loibloH « boa

j

'
• I

>i'U

hiaou'^wH 'to baa

i!)i77 •ia7C> uunfio'odvi'

7:7/ V

''a.:;'!,

;•! ‘Hi'}’

a>i-. >•

>i
'7 1 ,

in f< ^ 7

. ,’/.!lO">

.•li.t; 7,i A£u,iij)r

'

.!i7n7ii>J''S:> MiU - • '* a>

. K ,
nrif -.M npa ...fVjJ .') V/;f.jjiJ»A.

_ -n^j _,n ia '

art: 77-7
,j .. „a„,'fuOi i;mK hm

an7.U.fA o,. 0«U»D bflft'-

,,, , uo<„; I . 7. _io - *•;
' '

’

•.„ arft V>i

.
-7 u.a .07 ni .nW>A 1a -

;

‘
..a o >ria

. .vr..nfaaAnK 1'», ,.1),> .!.r,. n- A
^

yi,i'iaq /J‘»ii9iniv uJ

l.alj «f 'it'bioa •« »4i’W. bia> •';
'.

‘

., iiiTJUliVT

•'•••;

I
\!p.a:.> •

' bi7-;a In r7.Hl-<^aa£i

aaatiVivt’iiq'J t,, in . *.
> »-*k 1 ni unuRCl

pw7/< '’
- .k^fvr hrtii

)b(r./', 1 wU h'o 'Ufj ni foorfoa

„ .n <.«1 :Jte» or i»«i !»«. ,™,io ».«

-, A.I ;uu. ... -.a--. ,w .ooii.* «mt
,

.In, ‘’,

“7i«b.,iT,,n. v,,li. I.nn ,noin» »d*

J n-v, .no.
ii,,u t.«i v..fii -„ni,i,....a«uo>i

.lil.;)..
>«'' »•<•!<•.>• O » '

. ^ •,„>) .-.I !tlV- rirl'ist

,.Klr ;,;-l :vM... V.t) *•““
(,.:,.ilMon-««' .<•««> .“r* >«»•'

.,.l| .. nr, nokMl.i. n'l..-^ ‘
, i,.,„n„„Tt liiir. .IMWl

.-.r ",

.’ji

• io|

,a ,

.

' ',<{! |“l

- n it 'l'\'

'rf-. ia

n.rav-J '7v

. . 75 Ml .1

1 i i *'i7 4* ^



PERSONAL MEMOIRS—LIMESTONE COUNTY. 409

where he opened another farm, and remained till his death in June, 1800,

beloved by all who knew him. Andrew C. Legg began teaching school

after he had Vjecome 'vvell' enough advanced, and continued to teach six

years. In IS47 he marrit'd Mrs. Tera (Easter) Walker, daughter of

Champeon and Miss (Rucker) Easter. This union was crowned with the

birth of four children—one living—Pamphylie. The mother was born in.

Madison county, in and died Di'cember 10. 1802. and on Septemlier 8.

1800, Mr. Legg mai’ried Martha Gray, daughter of Leven and Sarah

(Wade) Gray. The father was a native of South Carolina, and the mother
a native of North Cai-olina. and came to Alabama in an early day, settling

in Limestone. To the union of IMr. Legg and wife six children have

been born, four living, viz. : Emma T.. Sarah A.. Laura and Andrew C. The
mother was born in 1800, within one half of a mile of wliere she now lives.

He and wife are both members of the Baptist church. iMr. Legg began
life without a dollar, and the first thing he ever owned Avas ten cents

given him by an uncle, with Avhich he bought a chicken and raised chicks

until he had accumulated 82.,")0. with which he bought a sow. When he

became twenty-one years of age his father gave him a horse, and with

this began life. Tlie first saddle he ever owned, he earned making
maple sugar, and bought it for 824. (Xb iVfter tiis father resigned as com-

missioner of roads and revenues, he Avas appointed in his place and Avas

re-elected until he served eleven years. He has been a hard Avorking man
in his time, and at one period OAvned 3,700 acres of good land. He is noAV

one of the best citizens of tlie county.

Hon. R. a. McClell.an, one of Limestone county’s leading attorneys,

was born in Tennessee, December 24. 1843, son of Thomas .1. and IMar-

tha F. (Beattie* McClellan, both also natiA'es of Tennessee. The father

was raised on the faian. and receiA'ed a limited education. He settled in

Alabama, served in the legislature of this state in 1881, and Avas a mem-
ber of the secession conA'ention. and Avas also a member of the constitu-

tional conA'ention of 1887. He liA’ed in Limestone county till liis death,

in 1886. He had ahvays been a Avhig in politics until after the Avar. He AA'as

opposed to secession and fought liaixl against it, but Avent Avith the south

in the end. and furnished three sons. aa'Iio served in the Confederate army
during the Avar. Wlum ho Avas candidate for office, it Avas Avithout his con-

sent or solicitation, but he never lost a A'ote in his beat. His parents

W’ere both natives of Virginia, and of Scotch descent. His ancestors

came to America sometime in 1780 and first settled at Pittsl>urg and
afterAvard drifted to North Carolina. Mrs. IMartlia F. McClellan Avas a

daughter of .lolin Beattie. Avho settled at Na.shville about 1^ )8. R. A.

McClellan Avas reared on a farm, and came to Alabama with his parents

in 1844. He attended the common scliools until interrupted by the Avar.

In 1862 he enlisted in company C. SeA'entli Alabama caA’alry, under Col.

J. C. Malone, and served until the close of the' Avai-. The last' year he

was in command of company I. altliough a lieutenant only. After the
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war he accepted a clerkshiii with his brother as probate' jndt"0 of Lime-

stone county, and served till ISO'^, when the reconsli'uc tion turned him

out of office. He then read law one month, received his license, beii’an

,

pi'actice, and has been in practice at this place ever since. Thus he was
thrown in contact with such men as Hon. Luke Pryor, Gen. Georye S.

Houston, Judge \Vh H. Walker, .J udge J. A, Ma. 'one and others of almost

equal renown, and was successful from the start, and for many years

has stood at the head of the 'profession of Tjimeslone county bar. In

1875, he was elected to the constitutional convention without ojiposition,

and in the same year was elected to the state senate and served one

term. His friends put him in nomination for congress, in 1S80. For
several ballots he received a majority of all votes cast, but it required

two-thirds to nominate, and he was withdrawn from the contest. In his

practice of law at Athens, his success has been almost phenomenal. He'

was always on one side of all cases, and usvially has ]ireference of the

side he takes, and seldom loses a case, which is due. to a large extent,

to the interest he takes in every one that is intrusted to his care. It

is said of him that he takes the same interest, and works with the same
energy in a case where there is but a few dollars involved, as he does

if the case involved thousands. In 1872, he married Aurora Pryor,

daughter of Hon. Luke Pryor. This union has been blessed with four

children, two living, viz.; Thomas G. , a law-student at Lebanon, Tenn.,

and Memory. The mother was born and reared in Limestone county.

John T. Peebles (deceased i was one of the pioneers of Alabama,

born in Northampton county, X. C , in 1812, a son of Henry and IMiss

Ba relay) Peebles, both natives of the Old North state. His parents came
to Alabama in 1815 and settled in the woods. He was reared on the farm.

He received but a limited education, but was well posted on all subjects

of general interest. In H41. December 2. he married Martha A. Tisdale,

daughter of Shirley and Anna E. (Blick) Tisdale. Shirley was a native

of Virginia, and was a lieutenant in the Petei'sburg v<>lunteers in the war
of 1812, and came to Alabama in H.'lO and settled in Limestone county, and
remained till his death in 1805. The mother was born in Brunswick
county, Va. , and was a daughter of iMajor Blick. of Revolutionary fame.

To the union of ,Tohn T. I’eebh'S and Martha Tisdale, nine children were
born— three living— H. T.. John H.. Mary, wife of B. P. Harn. The
father and mother were both members of the Christian church. iMr.

Peebles I'emained with his parents until his marriage, then he began life

without Anything, and, in l''I2, he entered into a partmn-ship with his

brother, Ihjbnrt B.. and onganed in general inorchandising, at IMoores-

ville, in the stm-e which is now occupied by H. T. and John. When they

first began busiiiess it was on a very small capital. t)ut by close applica-

tion to business and fair and honest dealing, they soon built up a large

trade and wer(' soon one of the mi)st substantial business firms of the

county; biit during the war they retired frcmi their business for about
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eighteen months, and hist all they had at that time excejit their land.

After the Y'ar, Mr. Peebles settled on the farm and spent the remainder

of his life' in agricultural pursuits. He died September 29, 1874, beloved

by all Avho knew him. His wife died March 23, 1886. H. T. Peebles,,

the eldest son now living, received a good education, and, in 1*64, enlisted

in Roddy's escort company of cavalry, and served till the close of hostili-

ties. After the war he returned to hlooresville, and, in 18(36, entered the

store as a clerk, and on .Tanuary 1, lt'73, was admitted as a jiartner in the

business: from 1881 the firm name was Peebles, Zietler & Co., till .Tanu-

ary 1, 18y(.), when his brother, John H., came into the busine-'s. and since

that time the firm name has been Peebles & Hro. He is one of the

prominent democrats of the county, and attended tlie conventions that

nominated Grover Cleveland two different times. He is a member of the

Knights of Honor. .John H. was reared in T^imestone county and received

a limited education. In l*''l he married Elizabeth Withers, daugliter of

Dr. S. and Emily (Stewart) Withers. This union has resulted in the

birth of four children: John H., Anna, Withers, and Emily. The mother
was born and reared in this county. Mr. Peebles is one of the leading

democratic politicians of the county, and for many years was chairman of

the central committee. The family is one of the best and leading families

of the county.

Col. T^jUKE Pryor, one of the old pioneers of Alabama, was born

July .0, 182ti. a son of Luke and Ann B. (Lanet Piwor. The father was a

native of Virginia, and was educated by his eldest brother. In the olden

times the eldest brother came in possession of the estate. The family

comprised four boys and one girl, as follows: Richard. Samuel. Luke.

Phillip and Mary. The eldest brother schooled all the children, and when
they all becanx' of age. he called them together and divided the estate

himself. b\' having them turn their backs to liim. when he would point

out one part of the estate and have his brother Philip say who would
have so or so. and in this way the estate was settled, and when it was
distributed he made this memorable remark: ••The woman is the weaker
vessel, and I give my fifth to Maiy, in addition to her share." The
father was a soldier in the war of 1812, and it is thought he also belonged
to the A'ii'ginia Blues. He was a son of .J('ihu and Miss (Denr:is) i'*ryor.

The grandfather was a native of England, who came to America some-
time in 170't. and ])urchased land in Virginia, and Avas a warm friend of

Patrick Henry and William B. Giles. He Avas an enthusiastic farmer
and AA'as elected to many ])Ositions of tnist and honor. The granclmother

Avas of Scotch descent. Mrs. Ann B. Pryor aauis a daughter of Benjamin
and SylA'ia (Perry) Ijane, both natives of old Virginia. Luke Pryor, the

elder. Avas one of those “big-hearted" men who could not refuse any one
Avho asked his assnstance. and by going security, lost all his AA'orldly pos-

sessions. In l"2e he came to Alaliama. and first located in Aladison
county, four miles north of Huntsville, Avhere he renmined Iaao years,
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during which time he taught .school and did some farming. Then he removed
to Ijimestone county, where he remained until his deatln They had ten

children only two of whom are living : Luke, whose name heads this sketch,

and Mary D. Ivimbell. wh'o now makes her homo with her brother Luke.

The mother was a strict member of the Presbyterian church. The father

was a prominent member of the ISIasonic order, and was buried under the

auspices of that order, in .Tune, 18')1, at the age of eighty-one years.

Col. Luke Pryor was reared in Alabama. He attended school in the old

pioneer log school house and ]iaid for all his schooling by money he earned

by hard work, although he rmnained with his ])arents, and being the only

boy at home, it worked as a very great hardship upon him. Often he
would get up early in the morning and work in the field until school time

and he would also take odd jobs at any work by which he could make a

dollar, and by this w*ay he advanced himself in the world. It can be *

truthfully said that he is a self-made man. He had not only to aid in the

supiiort of his father and mother, but also that of all his sisters, and
although they w*ere poor people thet' were most highly respected

by all who knew them. He was. in fact, devoted to his father,

mother, and sisters. At the age of twenty years, he entered Wash-
ington college, Mississippi, but had been in college about three

months wdien he returned home, and in 1841, began reading law

with .Judge Coleman. In December, 1841. he was licensed to prac-

tice, and in 1842 and 184.3 was in ])artnership with .Judge R. C. Brickie,

the first part of HIS. he entered into partnership with E. .J. Jones, and

in the spring of 1844 he and Gen. L. P. Walker were appointed bank attor-

neys at Decatur; in 1^43, he was re-appointed, with D. C. Humphries, as

attorney for same bank, which brought him in contact with all the promi-

nent attorneys of the state; during this term all kinds of cases were
brought, and he had to meet such men in the [iractice as Judge Chilton,

Rice, McClure, Parsons, and Coopers, and many other distinguished

attorneys: and he feels sure that that was the best law school he ever

attended when he had such men as these to fight on legal questions. On
August 20. 1843. he was united in marriage w'itli Isabelle V. Harris,

daughter of John II.. and Frances (Rousey) Harris, both natives of Virginia.

The father was a captain in the war of l'^12, and Mr. Pryor lias now his old

sword, which he carried through the war. Tlic Harris family was one

of note, i'('spectal)ility and wealth, and came to Alabama in I8l7, and

settled in_Limestone county. To the union of Mr. Pryor and Miss Har-

ris were born eight children, seven of whom are still living: Aurora,

Richard. Memory, Ann, Francis Snow, iSIary. and Hattie. The deceased

one was named Isaliella. The mother was a native of Alaliama, born .Janu-

ary 7. l'^2b. After marriage, IMr. Pryor resigned his bank attorneyship,

and continued the practice of law in connection with farming at Athens,

and soon built up a large and lucrative' clientage. After tlie war he coii;

tinned in the practice with George S. Houton, as a partner, till L‘^74.
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when Ml’. Houton was elected governor, and the paidnership dissolved.

Mr. Pryor continned the practice alone until December, 1^7',). when
Mr. Houston, then in the United States senate, died, and the governor of

Alabama appointed IMr. Pryor in the following January, as his successor.

He served one term, and declined to take the position the second time.

He then abandoned the law, and gave his attention to the farm. He
remained in quiet life two t'ears, when the eighth congressional district

was in the hands of the republicans, and the democrats were in need of

a Moses to lead them out of the republican wilderness: wheroapon. in

convention assembled at Decatur. Jlr. Pryor was.nominated for congress,

W'ithout his knowledge or consent, and by acclamation. The news was
telegraphed to him at Athens, that he must take the nomination, and

that' the party would not take no for an answer, and when the committee
went in searcli of him, was out on the chase, of which he was very fond,

and when found, he was coming home with a fox. and his ymck of hounds
following. After consulting with his true wife, he gave his consent to

run, and adopted his own way about his campaign, and it was anew one;

he believed in the true, open and honorable war. made no promises to

give anything for a vote, and would tell voters from the stump that he
had no money or whisky for them, and that if they \oted for him, it

should be from principle, and it is hardly necessary to say that he

redeemed the eighth distj’ict. He served two years and notified the peo-

ple that he would not have the office again; but the eighth district has

since been true to democracy. Mr. Pryor was a membet of the legisla-

ture. however, in 1855, and in b'^56 while in that body, secured tha bill to

raise a tax to build the L. & N. railroad, and D. & N. & S. I'ailroad, and
was induced to go to the legislature on these grounds.

William X. Kich.vrdson, one of the largest planters in Alabama, was
born in Athens. Ala.. January 29, 1”^49. son of Joshua and Mary P.

(
Richardson ) Richardson. The father was a native of Tennessee, and

came to Athens. Ala., in about 1847. to practice law, and was married in

I^'IS. He remained in Athens until l’’^50. when he returned to Tennessee

and continued the practice of tlie law. In 1853, he was elected to the

legislature, and served ane term, when he died. He was also a lieutenant

in the Mexican Avar. After the death of Joshua Richardson, the mother
returned to Athens. She was a daughter of William and Anna

(
Davis )

Richardson. The grandfathei’ was a native of Virginia and came to

Alabama sometime in the early part of the nineteenth century, and began
teaching school, and a t'terward took up law and became one of the legal

lights of Alabama, remaining in the jvactice at Athens till his death.

The grandmother was a daugliter of Cant. "Xick" Davis, who was once
governor of Alabama, and was among the early settlers of tlie state. IMrs.

Mary P. Richardson was born Maix-h, 1830. in Athens. Ala., where she

grow to womanhood. Wlnui the war came on her fatlier lefugeed to

Georgia. He liad four sons in the Coidederate army. viz. : Dr. “Nick"
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Ricluird.son . William Richardson, Edward Richardson and James Richard-

son. William X. Richardson was raised in Athens, and attended the

common schools up to the time of the war. and at age of fifteen years

entered the Confederate service, and was in the Georgia militia three

months and in the siege of Atlanta. When the militia was abandoned he

went with Ward s battery and served till he was captured at Selma about

three weeks before Lee's surrender. When he was captured he was
thrown in the stockade at Selma, where he and others remained two weeks

and almost starved for something to eat and drink: he was then sent to

Montgomery, where he was paroled and the first thing he did was to try

to find something 1o eat. He selected the finest residence and rang the

door bell, and when the lady came to tne door he made his wants known.'

She insisted on his coming in the house, seeing that he was a mere youth,

saying that any Confederate soldier was welcome; V)ut he replied that he •

was too dirty to enter such a house. She retired to the kitchen and

returned with a service well laden with all the good things to eat that

she could get. He sat down on the steps and began to eat ' while she

stood by and talked; he was so embarrassed that he did not eat all he

wanted, and when he left there went but a few blocks farther, wmen he

again stopped and begged some more to eat. After he had satisfied him-

self, he started for his home in Athens. There were some Yankee
soldiers camped on his road, and when he came up to them he was tired

walking, and seeing a negro with a fine horse, he picked up a brick and
demanded the horse: the negro called upon the Yankee soldiers to help,

but they were not disposed to interfere, and he took the horse and started

on his way home, which he reached without further trouble. Soon after

the war he was known as one of the "dare-devils " of Limestone county,

and when some of the Federals would excite the negroes to some villainy

he was always the first man to lead a posse of men to restore order. At
one time he. in company with three or four others, took Col. Dan H.

Bingham out of the Jackson hotel, and tore nearly all the clothes off him.

and blacked liim witli lampblack and linseed oil. They went unmasked
and took him out of the hotel where there were several Federal officers.

Mr. Richardson stood the crowd off with a revolver and also did the

blacking himstfif. Others imd a similar fate, when they would mak'e an
incendiary si>eec-h to the negroes. After he returned home he attended

schocal ijt Athens a short time, and then entered a cf)inmercial college in

Pittsburg, Pa., and after finishing his business course, he went to Trigg
county, Ky.. where lu' accepted a position as clei-k for D. H. Hillman in a

rolling mill. I'emaining on<' year and tlnui accepted a position as ch'rk in

a dry goods st(jr(" in Nashville, where he remained ten years: then
returned to Athens, and in April, married ISIinnie Harris, daughter
of Schuyler and Anna ( DeWoody )

Harris, both natives of Virginia. The
father was born and reared on the farm where Mr. Richardson now lives.

To the union of Mr. and Mrs. Richardson eight children were born, six
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now living: Anna D., rvIinnieL., RuVjy, YrilliaiuX., Schuylor and James B.

The motlior was born and reared on tlie larin wliero slie now lives.

Slie is a member of the -Methodist E])iscopal cdiurc-h. IMr. Kichardson

now owns acres of tine land, well improved.

W. S. White, one of the best and most jiroininent farmers of Lime-

stone county, was born in Madison county, Ala., in 1SS7, a son of Flem-

ing B. and Catharine (Alexander) White, both natives of Viririnia. The
father was born in IsOl. and left an orphan when about two or three

years of age, was reared b,y his half brother. Bamnel Smither. and came
to Alabmna with him in I'^ob, ciossing the mountains in wagons and on

jiack mules. Their principal food during the trip was wild game. Tliey

settled in Madison county, Ala., in the w’oods, where they opened a farm.

F. B. White owned and operated a tannery and manufactured harness,

shoes and saddles, which were sold to supply the large cotton plantatigns

in the surrounding country, in addition to his farm. He was a son of

Ewel White, a native of Virginia, and one of the jirominent and wealthy

citizens of the state. IMrs. Catharine Wliite was also a native of Virginia.

W. S. White was reared in Madison county. Ala., and attended the com-

mon schools of the county. In he taught school, and in 1860 entered

the store of T. Vv^. Martin, at Madison Cross Roads, as clerk. In 1801. he

enlisted in company I, Fourth Alabama infantry, under Capt. E. D. Tracy,

and served until July 3, 1-^63. when he was captured at the battle of Get-

tysburg, Penn., and was taken to Fort Delaware, via Baltimore, and was
held until June la, ls05, when he was released and returned to Alabama.
In 1808 he came to Limestone count}" and engaged in the drug business

three years, when he engaged in the general merchandising business and
remained till 1875, when he sold out and bought the' farm where he now
lives, and in 1''77 settled on tlic place, and since that time lias given his

attention to farming. In H75. in April, he married Eliza S. Collier,

daughter of Charles E. and Elizabeth M. (Stewart) Collier. The parents

were natives of Virginia, and came to Alabama in h'^lb, and settled in

Madison county, the father being about fourteen years old when the

family came here. The father was a son of James and Elizabeth (Boleyn)

Collier. The grandfather was a native of Virginia, and was a soldier of

the Revolutionary war. carrying to his grave a scar on his cheek that

was made by a sword cut in the hands of a British soldier. To the union
of W. S. Wliite and wife two children have been 'oorn—Emily C. and
Elizabeth Stewart. The mother was born September 115, isgi, in IMadison
county. Mr. White is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. and
his wife of the Episcopal cliiirch. H(> is a member of the IMasonic oi’der

and the K. of H. He l)(\gan life after tlu' war without anything, but by
hard work and close economy has succeeded in .securing one of the best
imjjroved farms in Limestone county.

Br. S. .1. Withers, a native of Linu'stone county, was born in I >il^, a
son of Dr. John W. and I’almyra S. (Jordon) Withers. The iiarents were
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both natives of Virginia, but the fatlier became an eminent physician of

Alabama. He vas a graduate of the college of physicians and surgeons

of New York, and was in the practice about twenty years. He was a son

of Judge John and IMaiy H. (Jones) Withers, the former a descendant of

Lord Withei'S. .Judge "Withers tvas a son of WJlliani and Priscilla

(Wright' Withers, and was a native of England, who came to America
before the Revolutionary war. Mrs. Palmyra Withers was a daughter of

Samuel and .Jane (Scott) .Jordon, natives of Vii’ginia. Her father was a

son of Sam .lordon, also a native of Virginia. L randfather .Jordan came to

Alabama in 1''!'^. and settled in J^imestone county. .Judge Witliers came
to Alabama with his family in 1>08. settled near Huntsville, and built

many of the forts and stockades on the Tennessee river. Dr. S. .J.

Withers was reared on the farm, received a good education, and in lt^47

began the study of medicine with John Y. Bassett, and in l'-4S entered ,

the university of Pennsylvania, from which he graduated in 1850, and

first located in Madison count}'. Ala., and after one year went to Arkan-

sas. where he ]iracticed three years, then returned to Alabama and settled

in Mooresville. tvliere he has since remained. In 1''51 he married Emma
Collier, daughter of Charles E. and Elizabelh IM. (Stewart) Collier. This

happy union has been blessed with five children—Elizzie, C. S., .John W.
and Charles "W. (twins). Ella J^ee and Emma B. The mother was born

and reared in Alabama, and he and wife are member of the Episcopal

church. .John W. is a physician, having graduated in 1878, from the New
York city Medical college. Dr. S. .J. Withers is a member of the IMasonic

order, and Ivniglits of Honor. He began life without anything beside his

education, and by close application to business. /accumulated considerable

property, brt the war came on and swept all he had away. After the war
he had to start life anew, and in the meantime has built up his present

fortune, and i.^ now one of the substantial citizens of the county, as well

as one of tlie leading medical practitioners.

,Jame.s W. "Woodroof, one of the pioneer settlers of T^imestone county,

was born in Greenville county. Va., November b'^13, son of William

and Elizabeth (Avent) Woodroof. The father and mother were both

natives of Virginia. The father died when his son. .James W.. was one

year old, and his mother remarried: with his stepfather she came to

Alabama, in Hdil, and settled in Limestone county. The father was a

soldier in the war of J'^12. and died while in that war at Norfolk, Va.

Mrs. W'oodroof was a daughter’ of .John and Elizabeth Avent, natives of

Virginia. James W. Woodroof was reared on the farm, and educated in

a primitive little log school-house. He is well posted <in all subjects,

accpuring the information through the avenues of books and [)a})ers. His

vocation was that of a fanner until about seventeen ycairs of age, when
ne accepted a (d('rlcship in a store, at (Mooresville. with Thomas H. Thach;

he remained with him until he was twenty-one years of age, and at the

age of twenty throe yeai’s he formed a partmushi]) Avilh R. B. l^eebh's.
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and entered into a "eneral moi'ciiandisinn' binsiness m Arooresvillo. and
1‘emained four years, and since that rime his call mg’ has been that of a

farmer. In he married Harriet A. Wright, of Madison county,

Ala., daughter of William Wright. This union has been blessed with the

birth of five children, three liviiig- “Walton Vr., Betiy W’.. wife of Dr.

Hill, and James W.. Jr., who was married in 1S84 to Sarah Sanders,

daughter of Benton and Eliza. ITliach' Sajiders. To this union three

children have been born: Benton, Hattie and Jame;- \Y. Mrs. Harriet A.

Woodroof was born in 15LT. She was a member of the Bajhist church,

while her husband is a member of the Christian church. He came to

Alabama with his stepfather when this was a new country, and when he
began life for himself all he had was U; negio woman and her children,

but he worked hard, and being economical he came up rapidly in this

world, and by the time the late war canm on he owned ninety-six slaves,

and about 3,1)00 acres of land, but the war set ail his slaves free, and
they w'ere worth on an average, about 8a00 or 8600 each, and when the war
was over, his land only was left, and he had to begin life anew

;
but he has

succeeded well, and a few years ago he divided a part of his land with
his three children, giving them 700 acres each, and retaining the land on
w’hich he made his beginning in life, consisting of about 1,400 acres. He
is one of Limestone county's best citizens, and is liked by all who know
him. He lost his wife in 1883, and since that time his daughter has
made her home with him and attended to trivial wants.

LOWNDES COUNTY.

Dr. Andrew Bowie, a prominent iihysician and surgeon of Benton,

Ala., was born in Edu'etield C. H., S. C.
,

in 1830. He is a son of

Dr. Samuel W. and Julia H. (Bonham) Bowie, the former of whom was
born at Abbeville C. H. in l'?08, and the. latter in Edgefield district, in

1823. They were both liberally educated, he graduating at Xa.shville,

Tenn., and she at Columbia, S. C. Dr. Bowie afterward graduated from

the university of Pennsylvania, and practiced medicine in South Caro-

lina until 183,'j. when he came to Lowndes county, and here spent the

rest of his life, dying in 1'^^.'), luudng practiced medicine forty years.

He was also extensively interested in planting. He was of Scotch ances-

try. At first throe brothers came to America, and .settled in Virginia,

Maryland and South Cai'olina. Dr. Bowie was one of a family of five

children, four sons and a daughter. His molher belonged to a distin-

guished family of South Carolina, one of Inn- brothers. Gen. IM. L. Bon-
ham, being a brigadier-genera! in the Virginia army for some time; but

resigned to become, governor of South Carolina. After the war. he was
a member of congress for some years. James Bowie was a Mrginian by
birth, and a relative of Dr. Samuel Bowie. He was the invontoT of the
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bowie knife, Avont wc.st ut an early clay, and AA'as killed in a duel in Lou-
isiana, Avitli a knife of the kind he had invented. A son of his, CoL
James BoAvie, a very talented man, Avas Icilled at the Alamo, Avith Col.

Crockett, in the Texas revolution. Dr. AndreAV Bowie is the eldest of a

family of seven, four sons and three daughters, A'iz. : AndreAV. James S.,

who joined a Schmid of Alabamians for the settlement of Kansas, and died'

in BrunsAvick. Mo., en route: Cai>t. Malachi Bonham Avas a captain of a

cavalry company all through the late Avar in the Tennessee army Avith

Gen. Wirt Adams. During a raid on Vicksburg he Avas detailed Avith

three companies to cut off Gen. Grierson's forces. He held the enemy
in check all day. and had four horses killed tender him. The people of

Vicksburg, therefore, presented him Avith a fine hor.se, and that Avas also

shot, but not killed. He. another time, took tAVO companies down the

Mississippi river, and captured a trading boat heavily loaded Avith

freight, a A’ery hazardous undertaking; Ca]it. ISIilledge L. Avas ca
2
)tain of

company M, Sixth Alabama infantry in the arm}’ of northern Virginia,

all through the Avar. He Avas Avounded several times, at Antietam, in the

Wilderness, and at other places; and at Spott.sylvania. on May 18. 1864,

while at the head of the Sixth xVlabama, he Avas severely Avounded, ren-

dering necessary the anpiutation of the leg aboA'e the knee joint;

Sarah E., Avife of Dr. J. S. Peake. noAV of Selma. Dr. Peake was assist-

ant surgeon in the army, and Acms captured once, and Avas for a time held

as a prisoner of Avar: Sophia Smith, Avife of Thomas Higgs, of Pleasant

Hill, Dallas county; Rosy E., Avife of Joseph R. Dudley, one of the lead-

ing planters of Lowndes county. Dr. AndreAV BoAvie was well educated

in his youili. and afterAvard spent six years at the university of Georgia,

and gradmRed from Charleston, S. C., Medical college, in 1854. He began

the practice of medicine at Bragg's Store, and i-emained there until the

Avar. Avhen he joined the army, and s[>ent two years in the hospitals

around Richmond. He Avas then mnde surgeon of the Third Alabama
infantry, and served in the field till the close of the Avar. In the meau-

ime he had l)een promoted to the rank of brigade surgeon and Avas, ex-

olficio, surgeon of the Third Alabama. After the Avar, he located in Ben-

ton. where he has evei’ since been engaged in the practice of his pro-

fession. He is one of the oldest physicians in the county, and stands at

the hmid of the [u-ofession in tin; county. He has a poAverful constitution,

and.. notAvithstanding the arduous duties of his calling, he is still Avell jn'e-

served. During the sickly season he has gone tAVO Aveeks Avithout going

to bed, getting Avhat sleep he did get. in the saddle. He has, hoAvever.

ahvays enjoyed (‘xcell(mt health. He inhei'ited Ids strength from his

father, Avho had a very robust constitutirm, Avho Avas thoroughly doA'oted

to his profession, and Avon the esteem of the eniii'e community. Since

l''s55^Dr. BoAvit' has belonged to the State Ivledical association, and has

filled all the ofrieu's of the LoAvndes county Medical soeiety. He Avas

married first in H5(). t(.) !Maiw Ann, daughter of Dr. Adam Arthur, of



.A-JdArtv.jV. '\Q nru,>:Ai'/i ,i/

,,,>.[ ,-,, I i; [ii aj!V/ l>,m! ,V.cl' H‘ i'* « .'Airnil ’jrwod

,,

•'

,( frj'li./r/iti
‘

••ill i.j *.nu.'4 - <i it ( ru ,JUuiiHi

1 ;l|. Mr!t fr fr'lIHf .Ml'..: 1A.J i! A»5 V/ uil

-,
, :.vj.>:. M',(t r' r'yilA'W,, .'li'l <r /. ^T' '.nli ri!-

,

/•/' '

j /
' f II I

'
' '

1

1

/
‘ ^

I

'
( J I * Vt' ^'t v' i » I *

' I i! iii 'i
^ • i lu *

‘ A ,
it * 1- A fi

T.’,;], :, ).. 1JI 'ill
• -/iid V) If-riji-.c Oilvr

,/ j lAr.ii-iii w|, : !"
,

ni

,;.i, . ,
.

.

' '.(1,1 1(1
riliiva:)

j ,: r i-:"' T -(• V ).* ’m'om • "ni-.i’T .^int/»A I'liVf .iidO

.;;' ..},T .r' l-vin'l r, I'l' -'MPi .1 » 710 (>? ;• O'-itft

-

’ijfi.)' 1

j

/rl''' i'i-j'iif fj ".'i 'f-iJ''*. ]"<•* . A'llj 11 (> nt

• f.t:''.' f.u/i -ii-.'iin! f. r‘'d I-m.iji’.i-m (4 /

I'l I-. 'i;' '.iV.ii- 1 :> I
*/.•> jM.tuI .‘ li i‘)(l h('< Jorf.d

.'ti I. '»])!:( 1 1 /,!• J:.',- I li bp-. i

i.i-, -r. -iiil/.’ nNfj; .'./i'silinl-

iiiii U‘ vliri/l '>((7 Jti •il.f'/i'Tl ,,14 Yit/J(|ftIOO

. H '!i --iJVA 'il^ .:rr: v odl <iTi,'ru'trM IJe

'
!' ,

,

!
' !i.r ; ' /

'-tj -'J'7 I."- bnf? .i'^.-urv ihliW

// jmiriti 4 /.. !j/U IaivmI OiiJ iw v(idw

1 :
•»; fUi '•Iftit to. ni.uJ*. lui|f!lj{ '->(!] VJ (ici:, '»:=.< !i

V 'ii,'., I'i . :c 7 . ,.i(t ' A .). .0 lo "iliv/ ,,:i'

I-;,-:. ,•; "I , . ^ r '/ fi.t;; .'..in n; Oi'i).! 'll' nf tfia

...w'oivl. 1'^ '

'lii •.tiv ,,i"; /'A • :T.;v If. it a«

•.; ./.{•j V ‘A ifffOrtjl. •> -1 4 : A' " (07 iiAffjja .IliH

,;j.. 'ir> •.'••.' .•rfviA .•'<'! /hvoM • .m:iJ to a-i^»jiraKi

.'-^1,7 t'l / ; ;r '• '>'li Ti’- iirt'itro /.’> ’O' m;- iJ i ' mu: ,i!hi»,(Y fli

I 4 ; .o'viv, 1 ! -i ) M,ii -t’ iv'iijiiihih^ lioa

,1. . t. ;:'M F>n;., 'u .<»:! ;r ‘•ii7:}»o.o lo o'iljMinfj ojit

,! ',-:i |1 :<T, -...'vt ilHi: ,
...I, 7' .'-Hi

„
'.>|( /i',-i7vA .'jxj’/r

,ii
•"*<' to fjuyo.: ifjji*. yl'i’j,!' «v.’ '(’J {>(" (ri/ftjfji hiifj.ots

;
.:i 7w !ii!. pi • T of(r n. ;> rr-i^.hita .v.Uualfli

,, . "., 1 ,- .

.'H'.i. I’jii 1 "fl- t'

'

>.; " i‘iii.1 'ul

. 1
,

.-t; ... li,; V i‘
, '..1/ io ‘fO£l'^ lljvi ,t>l'>iftO

I Of J.-‘0.m:’4.v> i'i -fivo ^.('.4 • ;l O'iorfTT ,<loJ

jr .'j.."; 'y i’ .o,Mr< )
').'- i;i .}>"' iiij 'mt' ’o ono -.II

V.'.iVO 4 '.'ti
• ;M (ti ifi>-ii( ‘»llt lo OflJ

.,.,.j ri.,-1 ,'
i

-, -i c-.mI Jo ‘Mt? Jiv/Jort ^fjn«

i.oH'yl vy.ov/;, ' ,'to^ Kuif Hil rovu’-'p' odi vui'o.iT .f.i'iviaa

.•r ,'... . .. ,f ,’t. . .1 )•>>;?. 'Mi,I ni ..lyy, i>ii- t )}ith/ .hod ot

,

,|i ;Ovn‘ii:-i .. '^^'.0 i".' liiii 0 Jir.lj-i'c/f. j-.y.B’wla

r.'iN ' / lO vltl'O' .
.'1 til j r.’0'/^o|7« l>f!rl Oj'lof .iodjJil

. {Lrluri. iJvt'i '•II < t'.
- uI'A' 'm ' i uo'.v J>!!J) <id oJ

, I,Ml. ,W -r-y. Otil t'O f'v , , ij ,‘‘.hd 'Mf/iifi .iG I

cijtv.' vi'i .01 .iiMi,' li"'; fi'rfii 7 ’imjo / .tnnv'5', . -‘.it Ho i(/. ofld ‘>itt (in

I ;,/ 111 :ii/\ tHI lo if’jit uIV (rt'tiy. ;>J fit J>'ilTlW<U

,V,

'



PERSONxVL, MEMOrRS—LOWNDES DOUNTV. 419

Dallas county, a South Carolinian, but an early settler in Dallas county,

where he died, having' lived, however, a shori; time in Monroe county.

Mrs. Dowie was horn in ISIonroe county, and died in IStiS, leaving three

children, viz.; .James S., of Tuscaloosa county; Samuel E.. of Wilcox

county, and Mary .Julia. Dr. Bowie was ni'arried the second time, in

to Miss Sarah Turnley, daughter of Edward Turrdey. who was a wealthy
farmer. Jvlrs. Bowie was the youngest of twentv one children, and died

in Virginia in of consumption. She left two sons, viz. : Ira M. and
Edmond Peake, the latter an orange grower of Florida. Dr. Bowie wms
married, a third time, in 1^78, to Jvlrs. Anna Bowling Keener, daughter of

' Col. John Walker, who came from Georgia to Alabama in an early day
and died at Benton. Mrs. Bowie was born at Benton. Dr. Bowie has
devoted his attention almost exclusively to his profession, but takes great

interest in i)olitics, and bears his share or party support. So far as he

knows, his forefatlnu’s have always been democrats. His first twm wives

were Baptists, and his third wife was a member of the Presbyterian

church-

Hon. Willis Brewer, a prominent lawyer of Hayneville, Ala., was
born in Sumter county, March l,o. 1844. He is a son of Robert Willis

and Jane (Hadden) Brewer, the former of whom was born in. Perry
county, Ala., in 1819, and the latter in Abbeville district, S. C.. in 1823.

They were fairly well educated people, married in Sumter county, Ala.,

and died in Wilco.x county. Ala., the former in 1876 and the latter in 1868.

Mr. Brewer was a farmer and country merchant in moderate circum-

stances, always honest and industrious. He served in the artillery branch
of the service about three years, in the late war, in the western army.

He was a good and brave soldier. His father was William Brewer, a

native of South Carolina, who came from Wilkes county, Ga., to Alabama,

in 1818, and died in Macon county. He wm.s a son of William Brewer,

who. though of Welsh ancestry, was born in America. William Hadden,

the father of Mrs. Jane Brewer, was a Revolutionary soldier, and died in

South Carolina. His wife was a Miss DsFoe, an energetic lady. Mr.

Hadden was a worthy and substantial citizen. Hon. Willis Brewer was
reared principally on a farm, and received an academic education. At the

age of fourteen he entered a printing office, and at seventeen he and an

old scfioolniate, now Judge Deloach, edited a paper at Milton, Fla.

During the late war he volunteered three times to serve in the Confeder-

ate army, but owing to ill-health he was not able to perform active

service. He Avas engaged ir post duty at various places, and Avas deputy

provost marslial, enrolling olfictu*. etc. For a short time he Avas on the

staff of Gen. Wirt Adams, in Mississipi)i. In 1''6.". he Avas appointed

aid-de-camp on the staff of the governor, and tlnj same year Avas atlmitted

to practice hiAV. He did not, lioweA'cr, engage in the [)ractice of law for

some years. After the war he edited a semi-Aveekly paper, the -Wilco.x

26*



’

v;,..

iili

.V tutn^iv J ' v'i

/,}r;,.Ti'i C'SiK'i/’ VU<''

>. .lit x;;.vi; J 1

;./.• 1
''/^

.

'

1 ') [;!. :

J, ,M .• ."niJ -‘'r-
' i-j

ii/v ItrJ fin/oX B ..v^uroD

Ill'll: ,
, tii„i' -. .''''."I, 'J ni iv?o»l ifi.w 'livM'JJ .b'xM

MMou 'If. .ife :.Mv .twBUib

ir.Tif: -f':; // . Ml Y.njf.I/ f^nii MiKiJiOO

T in.iVii.Si 10 '..'.nbi'.''' ,

'
ot

>-i
’.•

I', y./t if.j -,T9)Il'T<flll

no.o 1m ,{; •'/ ni ni

I'jtJii! '
I n' ! Oilc'.'J ImoHibJI

"I '"t'i

0 .M' f'lU" , v 'M I ; 1 i if',’ ,'i
‘ O ^ *

o'
*''/ i 1 o

b-fn.; ! ; „\ 4 V 'f''i-.-.
.'.7 -X -lol of ni'. ilvjn

•
1

,•'
ri

M IO .

.•,i[ ,,i,)i.)'tMl -I b:i *K'Va Mi-fUllO

lo .• :ii
.

‘.m'i 1, ! /t'oM iiiiiii.A ftiiA 'i.l

V'f i i

'

7̂ 1 'IRo ,j;,. ;[i (Olll.'.'f'JtlA ''! nb'-V‘jl.j'lT,..? ill'"''

i-jiii ’

#J
'/? t >• 'lU .I'lOj."'' t: 5 ,ii'o;K i kj;y m

'

T
,
r .;} lito ,ijooi-'...i)'i.' 'q f.nt ' >i’.i . i-Kiff'-i.'

Of! 'i; 1

.( .
’

1
' lo' oyx'.iU Bfi'i' '

HOffl'l rt-vnof

nni'. ”vt<S; 7: 'O'-U' lo.'.-oyf’iiiHiu 1 .

«=' '•'

/;; .?• .otiA ,tVli|i‘-'9 tr(,(i'.U. '*o

B'lii7/- .fi vMiMi \o liO.' .. ri 9H .iMl ,oJ fl

vrs'Ml.* ni J! (.Oil BC'.V i.IoJy/ b’l •joiriToJ ''if

' 'oil
’.I irr .

V III

« ‘

i

« * ^
•

n»j'> ofivr ,'ir»n.i;7/ oiiol# .loO

vyiiH .iiOlni^}! if: i)J3n

‘t >;cvinlii i»i>i b-».t,o79f)

at
'

i: 07Xij! ifl -uiJii't'Vlol »i(f ..,»'T/OC£'rf

.ivliil'f .Mil tiRn

.flon/d?)

.JiUfi'-’.’M .’lioH '

'.niiJA .Yifti-oii 'jMtinnS ni inod^

‘.inTo!! ''li’ i
‘ 'OfivsT* biic

r ^

U , . 1 'M

V.">w

li '/i' ni I) lib I.}un

;'w
’197/otH .iM

:l\h vOmtiR rO bvjii'Jflif!
^

'-:(.•! Ti tiHJ’."! -‘fi? bi'.fi Mi 'I'-jii.rKil .v; ' ''-i '/.'i'>)i A’' Hi Iviib Iiun

ru.'OJ',. UU’1>:>1:.:V :rj JiUi'fiHriHi ^i'UiSwa hm\ »•
•

T.fi -jil -WHobi-ifi -m '.'4 « .0- iMi: .aoaiwde

wri j/- tix* ^^10!

,>’,Y4mi..V» oi.lv/'

... /i .. 7 ,.),(: 1 f.i'fr.ilj.i''iV
!•'’ 1 M'Hii

rSA 1
.1.'

. lii'jj;-

iitnofi lo ovrlHfi

./a lo c.o^ H; .-(Jiwioo uo-jt^y. ni imU M
"..1 iyi-Tl u.’-

'"’// Hi .n'jod d-'ioW to rh^norfl .driw

.--.vf.nU -...nn. 'lo'rnrf^Hl edi

;17 .’.f.ij HP ^ lUncW

>«v' .-.nilV/ .noli .ii9s,i-ji.i iiil'list!a4>*.*in» bn» xiJj-ui/? (HS// nabbiiTI

id! )7. -hom; ;>i>' 7ii:.vlw;7ui UH b -rmm bor ,nrii;l Ji no y.'lnqi'ixjhq

i.,i;
- i i^-.ots rpj^. iun; .^orfto 'y.Hinsi'iq n bv^injuM oH n'rO-inol lo

,i;i""I .ifii.tiiiO ill

t

fvqi; i; b^iibo y/i>n ,‘i}/n(iiood '>8 bio

01 ' :

' -V'-'ioy-, B^mU '.tviit! i’wi'j.'M.'U.'lov 9 /i 'Jii'n '0 «i 'ulJ lytri'ioll

Mvivn. nnoVi^Mt oi -dod loa pr.v/ o.f ffOn'.fM!' oJ -sniwo jud

vt„ ;.if-. B. 7 /
,eaoiil.i,:.Hoi-.»r/)fi 7 tuB Ibo.j ,i b*yj4x:aii-. o.H .ooiv-raa

.,,, ^,,7, IhmITkSi '!.AI ;M4 ^ %HUloMn‘. SniboJiJio l«07<viq

.ul lii .-mubA I'd'?/ '«oO Jo T\«3«

j..,M rl.i: i-iiV/ -ritiiv ‘imn>. i.dJ inin yU'i'ii c.v/ojj -.({j 7;. Tu.:;- Mf<t no ijimio-ob-blfi

.'i;I M I.ijilij'.j '-t il f»I
.''

1,
0

:^ »y.,vpil /(Off lii.i. mH :m.\ o'jfb.a'jq ol

XiMi'U- Odj M*^qf:t/vJ>!"9Vx-tm 9r u IviJ'HbH 9 f| HiVU Oih i“nV. /^.Vl^X ''0>oa

I
'

,
'.i



420 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA-

Times, about two and a half years, and in 180'^ I'eniovA.l to Hayne%dIIe.

and established the Hayneville Examiner, whieh he edited until b^8).

Since then he has devoted himself principally to the law, rdantiny. etc.

In 1S71 he was appointed treasurer of Lawndes county, by Gov. Lindsey,

and served in that office a few months. Jn 1876 he was elected state

auditor on the democratic ticket, and was re-elected in 1878. In l-sd), he
was elected to the lower house of the legislature, and served on the ways
and means committee as chairman. In Idso pg elected to the senate

from Lowndes and Autauga counties, and in the senate was chairman of

the committee on internal improvements. He was re-eiected to the senate

in 1886, and was chairman of the committee on tinance and taxation. In

the meantime, in the year 1382. he served as chairman of the committee
which investigated the embezzlement of state treasurer Vincent. In 1890,

the senator belonged to Autauga county, and Col. Brewer was elected to

the lower house again, and made chairman of the ways and means com-
mittee. He was re-elected to the lower house of the legislature in 1892.

He was president of the state jiress association in 1876. In 1872, he
published the “History and Resources of Alab.ama. ’’ a very popular work,
and in 1884, he published “The Children of Isachar. " He was a member
of the, Camden lodge, P. & A. M. In 1869, he was married to Mary
Bainc, daughter of Gen. David W. Baine. who Avas killed at Frazier's

farm, as colonel of the Fourteenth Alabama infantry. Mrs. Brewer was
born in Cherokee county. Ala., and is a most estimable lady. Col. Brew^er

is a director, in the Montgomery. Hayneville & Camden Railroad company,
w'hose road is now in process of construction. He was a presidential

elector for the state at large on the Cleveland ticket in 1892, and is one
of the most prominent gentlemen in the state of Alabama.

William M. Buightman. of the firm of .1. P. Streety & Co., general

merchants, of Hayneville, Ala., was born in New York city in 1823. He
is a son of Adolphus and Amelia (Travis) Brightman. Avho were both
born in New York in 180(3, and who lived there all their lives, the former
dying in 1880 and the latter in I'^'^S. They both died at Albany, where they

had lived for fifty years. Adolphus was a contractor and builder by trade,

and was an energetic and prosperous man. In politics he was a whig,

but he was not a politician. He was of English descent, but his father

was born in Nova Scotia and died there when Adolphus was a child.

Nathan Travis, the father of Mrs. Amelia Brightman, was also a native

of Nova Scotia, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. was a hatter by
trade, and died in Westchester county, N. Y. AVilliam M. Brightman was
the eldest of a family of seven, four sons and three daughters. He is the

only one who came to Alabama. He was educated at the Albany public

schools, and at seventeegj:)egan life for himse'f in Albany, in the cigar

and tobacco business. In 185(3, he came to Alabama, locating at Hayneville

and there engaged in the cigar and tol)acco trade. In 1856. he was mar-
ried to Mary E. TobFr, who was born in Mol)ile in HM. Her father
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died in iMobile when she was an infant. She then removed witii her

mother to Hayneville. whore she was educated, married, aiid died in 1^72,

the mother of five children, viz.; \ViUett T.. of t’ne firm (>f J. P. Streoty

<fe Co.; Ma.ys'ie L. , wife of R. S. McSYhorler; Ch:iries H. ; IMary C. and

La Rue. INIr. Brig'litman in March . joined company K, Fifth

Alabama infantry, as a pri\ate soluler, and served in the Virgdnia army
fighting at Seven Pines, the seven days' battles, second Manassas,

Gettysburg, Fredericksburg, Antietani, Chanceilorsv iQe. around Richmond
and in the Shenandoah Valley with Early, and was neither wounded nor

captured during the war. At the time of the surrender, he was home on

special furlough of one from each company. During the last three years

he was orderly sergeant. . In he was engaged as clerk for J. P. Streety

. & Co., and in ISGlt became a member of the firm. He has been a member
of the firm ever since, and the firm is now doing an annual business of

over ^90,000. In the firm erected a fine cotton gin, one of the best

in the state. The conpiany owns over .1,000 acres of land, which is culti-

vated by tenants. ISIr. Brightman staided with nothing, and what he now
owns has been accumulated by his own efforts. He is a member of the

board of revenue of Lowndes county. He has always been a democrat,

and while not a politician yet he has always supported his party liberally.

Mr. Brightman is an elder of the Presbyterian church, and his wife was
of like faith at the time of her death, and both highly respected peojile.

Judge, Ax OREtv E. Caffee, probate judge of Lowndes county, was
born in Lowndesboro. in He is a son of John Hooper and Mary E.

(Ivey) Caffee, the former of whom was born in Montgomery in 1821, and
the latter at Holy Ground battle field in LoAvndes county, in 1824. They
were liberally educated, and were married in 1840. Mr. Calfee accum-
ulated a good fortune, which he lost during the war. He served a short

time in the Third xVlabama infantiy in Virginia, was afterward a block-

ade runner, and was captured and imprisoned at Fort Lafayette, was
paroled by Gen. Dix. and made his way through the lines to A'icksburg.

He then su})plied the western army with cattle and provisions. Since

I860 he and his wife have resided in Indianapolis. Ind.. where he has

made a fortune. He is a prominent IMason, and is a Catholic. His

father, Hooper Caffee, was born in Guilford county, N. C., in 1794, was
married there in 1819. came to xVlabama, settling in Montgomery county,

and dying there in 18oo. He was a wealthy planter. In 18112 he owmed
the paper that was afterward merged into the Montgomery Advertiser.

His wife died in 1^<3(). His father. Jolin Catfee, was born in Ireland, but

came to America prior to the Revolutionary war, in which he was a sol-

dier, settled in Nortli Caiudina, and in 1819 he and six of his sons came
to Alabama, lie and five of the sons dying in Montgomery county. One
of his sons. Thomas, rt presented Montgomery county in the legislature,

as also did a brother of Thomas. Jesse Ivey, father of Mrs. M;lry E. Caf-

fee, was a native of Virginia, but at an early da}' came to xVlabania, locat-
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in" in Lowndes county, where his wife died, he dyin" in Louisiana, a

wealthy planter. Jud,"e CalYee is the youngest of a family of five chil-

dren, four sons and one daughter. One son and one daughter died when
young. Albert Hooper, the eldest brother living, has resided for twenty-

six years in New York city, where he owns a printing establishment.

He was in the Third Alabama infantry in Virginia for a short time, and

then in the Seventeenth Alabama in the Tennessee army. He was severely

wounded at Peach Tree Creek in the thigh, which terminated his active

service in rhe war. He was at that time lieutenant of his company.

James P.. now a planter of Louisiana, was in the Third Alabama
infantry, and was very severely wounded at Cedar Creek, Va.. captured

and taken to Point Lookout, where he was held until July 1, iHGa. Judge
Caffee was reared ai Lowndesboro. where he received his early education.

Later he attended Central institute in Coosa county, and in 1864 joined

Sayre’s battalion, and was at Mobile supporting a Mobile battery for a

short time. He then joined the Montgomeiy Blues. Lee's battery, but

did not get into the field until the close of the war. and surrendered at

Greensboro, N. C. His life since then has been a checkered one. He
clerked for a short time in Montgomery, was engaged in merchandising

in Tuskegee, and in 1806 went to New York, where he clerked for a short

time. He was next with Maximilian in IMexico, returning on horseback

some 600 or 700 miles. He was then connected with a newspaper, the

Mirror, in Indianopolis. Ind., a few years, and then he spent about eight

years in exploring the Pacific and Rocky mountain states and territories.

In 1875 he returned to ^Montgomery, and in the same year married Min-
nie McLemore. and afterward spent a s'hort time in newspaper work.

This was in Chicago, and he next went to Iowa, where he edited a news-

paper. His wife died in 1878, and he returned with her remains to Ala-

bama. In 1881 he married Annie Hajmes, a daughter of IVilliam B. Hay-
nes, who was born in Lowndes county, and is tlie motlier of two sons and
one daughter. Since 1880 he has resided in his native county. In 1880

he was appointed sheriff of the county by Gov. Ci")!!!). but soon afterward

resigned. The same year he was chairman of the county central com
mittee and a member of the state democratic executive committee. In

1884 lie was a delegate at large to the democratic national convention at

Chicago, and he was a delegate from his congressional district to the St.

Louis convention in 18ss. In lss6 ho was elected probate judge of

Lowndes county, and he was re-elected in 18'j2. He has been more or

less connected with newspaper work all Ids life, and has been jiromi-

nently identified with the democratic party for twenty years. He now
owns two farms near Lowndeslioro. upon which he is breeding the cele-

brated Hambltonian horses. He now owns some of the most valuable of

that stock in the country. In religion lie is iiudined to the Methodist
Episcojml church, soiitli. while his wife is a Presbyterian. Judge Cafh'e

is the pioneer breeder of higli bred tiotting horses in Alabama, and his
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ambition is to see this industry adopted generally, as he believes it will

prove more reiiunierative tlian eotton and less variable.

Dk. Philip Noble ‘Cilley, a practicing physician and surgeon of

Lowndesboro, Ala., was born at Weare, Hillsborough county, N. H.,

March 9, 1^21. He is a son of Hon. Seth Noble ana Sarah (Cavis) Cilley,

the former of whom was born at Weare in 1783, and the latter at Bow,
N. H., in 1791. They Avere both liberally educated and spent all of

their lives in their nati\’e state, the former dyung in 1H61, and the latter

in 1850. They" Avere married iMarch 23. 1813. iMr. Cilley Avas a farmer,

and Avas for several terms a member of the low"er house of the state leg-

islature. He also held various minor otiices. He Avas a prominent Mason,

and' a soldier in the Avar of 1812. He Avas a son of John Cilley", who was
born in 1739, and married Elizabeth FoAvler, of Salisbury. N. H., and

remoA"ed to Weare, Avhere he died at the age of eighty"-nine. Hi.s'Avife

died at the age of ninety"-tAA'o. He Avas a farmer by" occupation, was a

soldier in the Revolutionary" Avar, and Avas also in the French and Indian

war. His great-great-grandfather.Capt.Robert Seely (that being the family"

name then) of WatertoAvn, Mass., married in 1630. removed to Ncav Hamp-
shire, and died at Weare. He was one of the tAvo brothers, w"ho came from
the Isle of Man, one of Avhom located at Weare, and the oxher at Not-

tingham. Many" of their descendants became prominent in public affairs

in the NeAA" England states, as member of the legislature and of congress.

Richard Cilley". the third child of Robert, Avas a magistrate at the Isles

of Shoals; in 1053 he remoA'ed to Hampton Falls. He had three chil-

dren: Benoni. third child of Richard, married Eleanor Gatchell; they" had
eleA"en children. Thomas, third child of Benoni and Elenor Cilley, born

1707, married, first Elizabeth FoA\"ler, second L\"dia French, and had

seven children, of whom .John, above named, Avas the second. Nathaniel

CaA"is, the father of iMrs. Sarah Cilley", was a native of (Merrimack

county", N. H.. and spent all his life in that state. He Avas a farmer by
occupation, and Avas in the Indian Avars of his time, and also in the Rev-
olutionary- Avar. He died at Bgav. N. H.. at the age of eighty"-six, his

Avife dying at the age of eight.y-fiA'e. Dr. Philip N. Cilley Avas the fourth

in a family of four, tAvo sons and tAVO daughters. A’iz. : .John CaA"is, Avho

Avas born iMarch 10, I'^ll, and died iMarch 25, 1893. in the old Cilley

house at East Weare: Elizabeth Louise, born .Tune 9, 1815. Avas the Avife

of Hon. .John Langdon Hadley", Avho was once secretary- of state in New
Hamp.shire, and register of deeds in Hillsborough county' for many" y-ears.

He Avas also a member of the legislature. haA-ing been elected Avhen

tAventy' one y-ears of age; r^Iary- Ann, born .January- 31, 1^17, married
Nathan iMcCoy, noAV deceased, and she is also noAv.dead. Dr. Cilley, the

fourth of the family", was educated at Wear(> and Noav- Hampton, and
began life for liimself at sixteen, teaching school in the Avinter in his

native county", and Merrimack, and in iMassachusetts until HID Avhen ho
AA’ent to Union district, S. C., and taught sidiool tlnu’e one y-ear. He then
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removed to La Place, IMacon county, Ala., where lie taught school for

five years. In 1840 he commenced reading medicine under Dr. Burr

Johnston, of Macon county, Ala., and subsequently l•e^lO\ed to Lowndes-

boro and read medicine with Dr. H. \^. M ooten, and in i'^48 graduated

from the univei'sity of Louisiana, now the Talaue university at Xew
Orleans, and in the same year lor ated at Sandy Kidge. in Lowndes
county. At the end of one year, his former preceptor, Dr. Wooten, ten-

dered him a co-partiiershiii in the pruorice of his profession at Lowndes-
boro, which he accepted and returned there. This co-partnership con-

tinued until Dr. Wooten removed to ^Memphis, Tejm.. and accepted the

chair of profes.sor of iirinciples and ])ractico of medicine in the Memphis
Medical college, and Dr. Gilley has practiced at Lowndesboro ever since,

with success. He thus has practiced in this county for nearly half a cen-

tury, and is, iierhaps, the oldest practitioner in the county. He has for*

many years held the office of censor in the Lowndes county Medical

society, and was formerly a counselor in the state Medical association.

He was married April 21, 1831, to Miss Caroline Sarah Saffold, daughter

of Judge Keuben Saffold, of Dallas county, one of the jiioneer citizens of

Alabama, and one of the first supreme justices of this state. He was an

able lawyer, and died near Pleasant Hill, Dallas county, where !Mrs.

Gilley was born. She was educated in the Judson institute at Marion,

and married at her sister's, Mrs. Bolings, in Hayneville, Ala., and died

June 17, 1850, and was the mother of three children, viz.: IMary B., who
died in 1853; Philip Noble, died in 1837, and Sarah Cavis, who still sur-

ADves. On April 14, h'^39, Dr. C'illey married Sarah Hast, daughter of

James K. Whitman, of Lowndesboro, Ala ,
who was born in Halifax

county, Va., in 1813, and when young went to Tennessee, and when
about twenty-one years old removed to Lonndesboro. where he married

Mary Brown McCall, and lived there the rest of his life. He was a mer-

chant and a planter, and died inTs80. iSIrs. Whitman was born in Cam-
den, S. C., in 1^1^, and died in l'?74. Mrs. Gilley was born in Lowndes-
boro, educated at her home school, and is the mother of two children,

viz.: Elizabeth Louise, wife of T. W. Howaid, and Hosa Bibb, wife of

Rev. R, M. Hunter, a Baptist minister of .Jasper, Walker count}', Ala.

Dr. Cilley has been engaged in planting for some years. In WSG and
1887 he was a menil)er of the state legislature, served on the committees
on tempei'anee. education and public buildings. He has always been

active in puljlic affairs, and has ahvays taken part in the advancement of

the public interests. He was a member of Acacia lodge. No. 72, F. &
A. M., and has taken both the chapter and council degrees. He is a

member of tlie Sons of Temperance, and of the I. O. G. T. He was the

author of tlic law to proliibit the sale of intoxicants in Ijowndes county.

He has always been a very zealous temperance workoi', is a deacon of tlie

Missionary Baptist chiircli. and he is an active Avorker in, and is super-

intendent of, the Sunilay scliool. Dr. Cilh'v's first wife was a member.
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and his present wife and two of his dan"liters, are members of the Bap-»

tist cdiurch, wliile another daughter. Miss Cavis, is a Presbjrterian.

All are zealous workers for the cause of religion. Dr. Cilley was not

subject to military service' during the war of the rebellion, but whenever
he coidd hear of any of the army boys in distress, he spared no pains

nor expense in ministering to their wants and necessities.

Captain ‘Wttjjam X. Clements, general merchant, ginner, planter,

etc., of Fort Dejiosit, was born in Orange county. X". C.. in He
is a son of Capt. Payton C. and Angeline (Kencher) Clements, the former

of whom was born in Wake county, X". C.. in 1805. and the latter in

Orange county, same state, in 1822. They were married in 1836, and
in 1838 came to Alabama, settling in Greene county when the country

was a wilderness. They spent their lives in that country, and died in

1870, within a few days of each other. He was a farmer by occupation,

energetic, industrious and self made. He was a captain of the state

militia some years. He was the youngest of seven .sons born to William

Clements, a native of Scotland, reared and married in his native country,

and came to xVmerica prior to the Revolutionary Avar. He and two
brothers served in that Avar on the side of the colonies, and afterward

settled in X'orth Carolina, William Clements dying Avhen Capt. Payton C.

Clements Avas a boy. His profession Avas that of a civil engineer, and he

was employed by the goA'erument cf that state. XMlson Rencher, father

of Mrs. Angeline Clements, died in Greene county. Ala., Avhen Capt.

William X. Clements was a boy, and his wife died in LoAvndes county at

the age of eighty-eight. Cnpt. Clements Avas the eldest of a family of

tAveh’e children, seven sons and five daughters. Three of the sons Avere

in tbe late war. viz.: Wilej' H., Avho Avas in the Forty-fifth Alabama
infantry all through the war. and died in 1874: Quincey E., Avho Avas in

the same command Avith his brother, and died in l!ri77. Both Avere

wounded in the battle of Lookout Mountain, and William X., Avho began
life for himself at the age of nineteen, as a clerk at Forkland, Greene
county, Ala., for three years. He then, in 1850. removed to Fort Deposit,

AA'hen there were but feAV railroad !houses in the place. He purchased a

stock of goods, and on March 10, 185'0, commenced business and sold the

first goods sold in the place. On February 16. l'-;61. he joined company
C, First Alabama state troops for one 3'ear. but Avas soon regularly

enrolled in the Confederate army, and Avas among the first troops to be
enrolled. On June 2, he Avas made second lieutenant, and in the folloAV-

ing January, he Avas made first lieutenant. He spent the first year at

Pensacola, and in the spring of 1^6)2 the command to Avliich he lielonged,

Avas ordered to Island Xo. lb. Mississippi river, Avhere he Avas taken
prisoner, but soon made his escaiie. and made his Avay doAvn to Fort Pil-

low, Avhere ho Avas in charge of a Avater battery until the fall of that post.

He then Avent to iMcmphis, Vicksburg. Gienada. Miss., Holly Springs,

and thence to Cc)rinth, AAhere he fought the s(K'ond battle at tliat })lace.
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^He then returned to Holly Springs, where he was assigned to duty on

Gen. John D. Villnpigue's staff, with the rank of captain. They then

went to Port Hudson, where Gen. Villepigue died, and Capt. Clements

rejoined his old command, and was in the siege of Port Hudson. La.,

fifty-two days. At the fall of the place he again made his escape

through Gen. Banks'
.
army of 3o,d0i) men. being four days

getting five miles from the fort. He then went to his home, and after-

ward to Gen. Joseph E. .Tohnston’s army at 'Meridian, IMiss., and secured

leave of absence until his command should be exchanged. He was
assigned by Gen. Johnston as assistant quartermaster to the ])arole camp
at Cahaba, Ala., until January. 1>'‘64. when the exchange was effected

and he was then ordered to Meridian, and thence to iMobile. where he
had charge of a battery for sixty days, when he was ordered to Dalton,

Ga., and fought all the way down to Atlanta, but, shortly before the
,

fall of that city. Avhen in charge of a supply train, he was surprised

about daylight one morning, and captured by McCook's raiders. About
nine o’clock that night, it being very dark, he again made his escape.

He reached his command after considerable difficulty. He returned with

Hood to Tennessee, fought at Franklin, and then returned to ^Mississippi,

and to Mobile, whence he was ordered to North Carolina, and fought at

Kingston, Bentonvillle and Smithville. surrendering at Greensboro,

N. C. He was wounded but once, at Port Hudson, while in command of

a battery, when Admiral Farragut attempted to pass. After the war he
returned to Fort DeiJosit, then went to New York, coin]H’omised with his

creditors, purchased a new stock of goods, resumed his former vocation,

and has Ijeen thus engaged ever since. He has since the war been

unusually successful as a bui.sness man. and has accumulated a handsome
property. He now owns 2.H00 acres of land in different parts of the

county, and also one of the best cotton gins in the county. In he
married Fannie Gilmer, daughter of AVilliam B. Gilmer, a native of

Georgia, who came to Alabama in 1816, and died at Fort Deposit. He
was a man of no little prominence, and one of the first settlers in the

county. IMrs. Clements was born in ^Montgomery county, and died in

1875, leaving one son. William Early. On December 16, 1885, Capt.

Clements married IMiss Willie Kirby, daughter of IMoses B. and Hattie

Kirby, of La Grange, Ga. Slie was born in Troup county, Ga.. and has

three sons, viz.: Kirby, IMurphy and Otis. Capt. Clements is rot an

aspirant* for political hono’\s, but for about nine years prior to lt:^‘J0 he
served as county commissioner by appointment. He is a member of

Chevalier lodge. No. 4o. Knights of Pythias, and he and his wife are

members of the Baptist church. His first wife was a Methodist. It is

worth}^ of note that his grandfather was one of three brothers who came
to America, the name at that time being Clement.

Dr. Jo.sepii T. He.vrxe, retired physician and surgeon, and e.xtensive

planter of St. Clair. LowiuU*s county, was born in what is now Lowndes

4
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county, February 7, 1H19. He is a son of Thomas and Abigail Hearne,

both born in North Carolina, the former in 17s0. and tlie hitter in 17>2.

They both went Avith their respective parents to Georgia, where they

were married, and in isfs came to Alabama, settling in the Avoods in Avhat

is now Lowndes county, near Avhere the city of Lowndesboro now is. Mr.

Hearne died there in October, l^MG, and Mrs. Hearne in Isilo. He Avas a

planter, and Avas conservatiA'e in politics and other public affairs. He Avas

one of the first settlers in LoAvndes county, and the A'ery first in his own
immediate neighborhood. His father. Elisha Hearne. Avas a natiA'e of

DehiAvare, Avho Avent to sea for a term of years. Afterward he married

and remoA’ed to North Carolina, and later to Georgia, Avhere he died. He
was a soldier in the Revolutionary AA’ar. A brother of his, M'illiam

Hearne, the maternal grandfather of Dr. Hearne, Avas also in the Revolu-

tionary Avar. He came to Alabama in and died in LoAAmdes coiyity

in 1832. He Avas a planter and mechanic, and was a sailor for some years

in early life. His Avife also died in LoAvndes county, aged eighty-six

years. His father, Ebenezer Hearne. Avas a native of Wales, and died in

DelaAvare, Avhen the sons Avere boys. Dr. Joseph T. Hearne Avas the

youngest but one of a family of nine children, eight of Avhom liA'ed to

years of maturity; but of AA'hom only three are now liA'ing, he and liis tAvo

sisters. He Avas reared on a farm in the pioneer days of this county, and

receWed a good academic education at LoAvndesboro, after Avhich he

studied medicine under Dr. H. P. Perry, in 1842, and giaduated from the

uni\mrsity of Pennsylvania, in 1^14. After practicing a short time in the

city -hospitals of Philadel]Ahia, he returned to his home, and practiced

there until 1857. Since then he has turned his attention to farming and
planting. He Avas married, in 1^53. to Ann Henrietta, daughter of Gen.

John Archie and Ann Elmore, both born in Virginia, married in South
Carolina, and came to Alabama. Avhere they settled in 1^17, in AA'hat is

noAv Elmore county, and it was after them that the county Avas named,

and there he died in lb34. He Avas a general in the Avar of 1812. Avas a

planter after coming to Alabama, and also ran a saAV-mill. He Avas one

of the A'ery first settlers of Elmore county. His eldest son, Hon. Franklin

Elmore, succeeded Hon. .John C. Calhoun in the United States senate from
South Carolina. The other sons Avere Thomas and William. The latter died

in Philadeliihia in lo'Jl. He had been a resident of Noav Orleans since 1>35,

and Avas su})orintendent of the mint there until the outbreak of the Avar:

Capt. Rush Elmore commanded a company in the IMexican Avar, and Avas

territorial judge of Kansas: Hon. Henry Elmore aauis probate judge of

Macon county, prior to the Avar; .John A. Elmore Avas one of the most
distinguished hiAvyers of Jlontgomery; Albert Elmore. noAV of the old

home in Elmore county, is the only son noAV living. Gen. Elmore Avas

very popular in his day, and one of the most Avidely knoAvn men in the

state. His Avife died in h^55. lAlrs. Hearne Avas born in Elmore county,

in 1820, and aatis educated in Alabama. Ge'orgia and South Carolina. She
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has had two children, botli of v.'hoiu are now dead. Durinir the war
Dr. Hearne rennuncd at home providing- for soldiers in the held and their

families at home to the best of his ability. Although frequently requested

to do, he never permitted his name to be used in connection with office.

From 1870 to I'-iSO he did a very large advance business to farmers.

Ho now owns about 1.800 acres of land. He was formerly a Mason and

an Odd PeUow, but he has allowed his connection with these orders to

lapse. His wife is a member of the Protestant Episcopal church. Dr.

Hearne is doubtless the oldest native resident of Lowndes county, and is

one of its best known citi?ens. He is a typical southern gentleman and

is very energetic for a man of his years.

Dr. Daniel Stiles Hoppinl, physician and surgeon of Letohatchie,

was born in Wilkes county, Ga., in 18o0. He is a son of Ephraim S. and

Parmelia A. (May) Hopping, the 4"ormer of whom was born in Xew Jersey^

in 179!J, and the latter in Oglethorpe county, Ga., December 12. l'-^07. Mr.

Hojoping was educated at Princeton college. He then came south

and married in Georgia. He was professor in the state university at

Athens for some years. Afterward, he devoted his attention to the manu-

facture of cotton. He was a man of ability and influence, and was a dele-

gate to the dem.o.^ratic national convention that nominated James K. Polk

for the presidency, in 18U. fa religion, he was a Presbyterian, was one

of two sons and two daughters, and the only one of the family who ever

came south. He died in 1853. His father, Daniel Hopping, was a native

of Amelia county, Va., was of English descent, and was a farmer. He
has some distinguished relatives, one of whom w as, at one time, the

governor of Rhode Island. Mrs. Parmelia A. Hopping is still living.

She is a daughter of Philip and Elizabeth M ly, both natives of North

Carolina, whence they removed to Georgia, dying in Oglethorpe county.

Philip was a wealthy farmer and an Episcopalian. Dr. Hopping was the

second in a family of nine, five sons and four daughters. All the sons

were in the late war, viz.: Daniel Stiles; May, was in AVheeler's cavalry

all through the war, and now lives in Texas; Paul was in Stonewall

Jackson's command, was shot at Gettysburg through the chest, and is

now an orange-grower in Florida; Augustus, now of the Indian Territory,

and a stockman, was in the same command with his brother May; Samuel
was 4 lso with AVheoler, though quite a young man. and is now a mer-

chant of Texas. Dr. Hopping was educated at Atliens, remaining there

two years, and then read medicine at Lexington. Ga.. and graduated from

Jefferson Medical college. Philadelphia, in 1''52. He practiced medicine

at Lexington, Ga.. until 1>57, and then removed to his present liome.

where iie has since Vjoen in practice exce]d during the years he was in

the army. In May, l'^(32. he joined company A, and was in the hospital

service of Bragg's army dtiring the entire war. He was at Atlanta at

the time of the surrendei-. He immediatelv resumed his practice at home,

and is now one of the oldest physicians in tlie county. He was one of

I
*

f

s

i

i

(

!



'ff; ^^!"

.*i,/i.,.i‘r- •

•

•

'

,;„,u
'''WJ f ' f.tl f-nt(

a.'UJwV'W}

!.i>
1

, .
)

,

..I I
.-

vd

= ll
'

i.’i •

'

r I
- -J

l «r 111

If!

I'.

- '
I II •

' :

j'-.-! ir.kn-f/ hi'!

./I
'

i'*

> ,
^ : i'-; 7 i-'

ut'j V/ 7

on .i'W'i

i ,

"i''

,
, . I

, ,
,,

,' lev I

*
'

'

'

.
. lu .,- .ti '/uoffevd .’!

'

B .i 71 PI

. n u Of'Vf, 7) 7 “7;'^ '

i

v! .
.

'

'

:l] n- ’U-i’a^^yU>'-^r.
'

ii , ul i duV!*i.; '.pi

, f,.,
„t Mfl t Of OJiK'd

^;-,l iv.i
'

r.i r'iri f7 - .<«»'

< ";*i Of 'iTf!'!: *r»<7i

-
1

tut"'

I

i
' ir.’/o V/on oil

, 1 .,; ,

ItIO n«

itj i;o >

r:i

ir ;.<.

. '.'it.

f,r,..ii„r ncf« vj.il wn U' onf'f a

,.

' ''

1 ^1, 1
,!'' t fi ^ ,

v - ui it
'

nvt't

. .4 t 'U. /.ttj.'l if'-ttl ‘too

to?

.-t
, .H<.l

B, , .
:ii tncd

II .7-. r;j'tm‘jr/l

,!j tci-'tt.'-O ili boi'rNiiu haa
• ncrilA

.-.H

"I iJ -. ftlv'C 0

itiiJIoo ffi’tolnfit

,
7,-3 ;,UI'. 't V./ j lo

. Cv. V !t‘.o I'

. .ft (*>()'..' u . ,
t
''.!l) ik

.

f

• > rr

lijT, ,f

I', it) oli .ff.Ut''>.'otnBO

.0

Mill

1 .-.'J'

.
i '• I .

'"

i

' '’1

I'ti't. r.H .

., M., 13

.,',,'11 v;iua'

'Ml) !.".',J.'.i :4

Mni * ni ." i'i i

-'

• Iff' ('it

u: '! /•'

i ii ' i-'-.'it

0'> .fit .^tr'r
.1" ‘•do

[

'

• '
’' •

, 1 S 1 t 1 ' ' -J / . ( iiorfdkl'
-

1
',

1
> * '

• !/
.it: f o».

,,i-riooO ,Qi d'o.'i

Cm 1
0' .I'P'! '

,m'/ ..-tc.f’-.. ifjCh *3 0‘.l
"

u,!- i::';f 1- .;7. ,,,.U ' i1

.| i)i v.vii v/<

Iliu '
'

.tj-.'r’Mnl 'oi' '
., v,’0'f

’ : Hdi

'

IM.' .-MllffU' - •ii.f li
'* '.ouj_

.

;
' r

'
1 * ! I )i

' ,iat. 0

7. ...ii t ,VJfJO?P.t «Ht‘>KfA7o

Ucjii ' i .k'/!) .'-rnoss

7 to
‘

5l 1 o 'toOTJVO§

u ,
<] fo ^ 0fli3 '

y(i| .Ji*j))i 7/

I 4 I ..

) fuiilo
'

ic’Ji

, Vj .yo'M.'' C lit J-toO'Joa

;-..o,,7 ''.'il --dJ ni o-fO'w

I, .'Ui-V( '‘lit
'7,n<.jrlt IliB

,
i )^, . / :; x

'0 'iiOO “

',1*7 ,rt; iov;o'iTr' '
vo/fxooij :woxi

‘.M '

I

It

•id y»! i ;7 ‘'T lo iilfido

,li. ,..„M .u
,,j, ,.,„,vv„izf.J 10

( i

' l'iij 'iiiXl 7 ij |
iffitlfy,.,r, oo/il l'««

.

; .•'‘O' o.v« Ttf-c-
^

, li'. i'Ut! ,
7 . 'Olt'iUl'

lo 'V^ivioa

.)• iiii ;..’ tA \r , i:U •.tii k V
;!_il ,(

jiy ’

t
<ii)-‘ bdJ ‘to ‘’Oik odl

tl. .-til'-intf o:ti ixOLlltir-b'
4

„,3 i;jo uol it. ‘i"' V/OH ?'-5

,0 ' XI .' '.KP 'll
.

''** " ^
K t



PERSONAL MEMOIRS—LOWNDES COUNTY. 429

the vice-pi’('sidonts of, and is nov- one of the counselors of. the State

Medical association, and has read some able pai.e.’s beforr* that body. He
was married, in is.'n, in Oylethorpe coaaty, to Miss .Mary H. Hanson,

daughter of Richard and Sojdiia Hanson natives of Maryland and Georgia,

respectively. Mr. and iMrs. Hanson died in Ge<>rgia. .Mr, Hanson was a

lawyer and farmer. iMrs. Hopping was born in Oglethorpe county. Ga,
Dr. Hopping has a stock farm wh‘--re he breeds Hambletonian horses, in

which he takes great pride. He was formerly a r.Iuson in Georgia, but

has permitted his membership to iaiise. His wife is a Uiember of the

Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. .Hop])ing is one of the most genial of

gentlemen,

Isaac N. Jordan, general merchant of Fort Deposit, was born in

Lowndes county, in 18.")8. He is a son of Samtu^l and Mary (Blackwell)

Jordan, the former a native of Georgia, and the latter of Alabama. "Whep

but twelve years old Samuel Jordan came Mith his mother to Alabama.
In that state he received a limited education married and settled down in

Lowndes county, where he spent the rest of his life, dying in 1881, at

the age of seventy-three. He was a prosperous farmer and a self-made

man. He was a member of Fort Deposit lodge, Ho. 291, F. & A. M., and

a member of the Baptist church. He was married three times, his first

wife being Sophia McFarland, by whom he had five children, viz.

:

James M., of_ Texas: Prof. Samuel, one of the ])roprietors of the High-

land Home college in Crenshaw county, and a minister of the Christian

church; David L., of Texas; Mary, deceased wife of William Jones, of

Texas; Flora, widow of George Tankersley, of Texas. Samuel Jordan's

second wife was the mother of Isaac N. Jordan, and died when he was
quite small. She was the mother of five ch.ildren, viz. : Fannie and Will-

iam, Avho died young; Georgia; Josephine, wife of W. L. Hairston, and

Isaac N. The latter was reared on a farm and received a good common
school education at Strata academy, under Prof. J. 2sl. Barnes, now presi-

dent of Highland Home college. He then- clerked in Montgomery for

tw'o years, when he removed to Foi’t Deposit and workt'd there for a

short time, then farmed a year, and afterward engaged in merchandising

at Highland Home for two years, and since ls87, he has been a merchant
at Fort Deposit. He is now one of the leading merchants of that place,

owns 40u aci-es of land and considerable town property" beside. He also

owns stock in a llouring mill at Estill Springs. Tenn. In he married

Eugenia Lightfoot. daughter of William and Martha Lightfoot. the former

of whom was a native of Georgia and the latter of Autauga county. Ala. Mrs.

Jordan was lioin in I.,r,wndes county. She is the mother of four childi'en,

tln-ee of whom are living. iSlr. Jordan is a member of the Knights of Pythias

and a member of the Baptist church, while Mrs. Jordan is a Methodist.

William D. McCurdy, a prominent planter and brei'der of fine liorses,

of Lowndesboro. was born in Tx’oup county, Ga. . in IsgG, He is a son of

Edward S. and iMary ,1. (Harris) }ilcCurdy, the former a native of Xorth



f\1— (>£21M JA osat%*i

n'lc.tfi iirU \1/.' ..<iii:o M>c '

U^lrt .Uv erfi

• iH” .v,W<i
“rtb)ii;ia^^43i'l3ft'^i

AVMili Pf'-.-mV:
• itf .bohtiujft^

.jiia'i.jK’0'’i.ni)'; 1/ 4>') iftiiff[o^ bfi« toT9ldgj^al>

H'.h IHV.tloW ‘‘d« ,'lK
'

'.XlO‘Vi.t'’>'HJfi^

,pij m r,
•:.•. •

..i.'f'i-.j.fJ
t

•

4'*»<.>i'
: ijR MniJ. -MPTr yf'itfqnH .unK ’t'^anut bfFC

iii
um;l 5ioo);f! u xerf i^niqqoH .i(I

Jiui # r,tf*f/ ’ W' iC'yf^ i^^<53 ad dpMlv

<»fi)' V' '.v<ja'X..a .(> V' hiirr <>* fj^Jitiff't^ swirf

• i„ inii .djWJ/iJp Iw-r*>p«itj3

iii a-ii il r.n'H r'^*!^CHioQ' ^;toT If) 1jnss{’mji» iir/afi'fp ,yrA<l,HOt M- PAAal

r/«M, imunam-^f ts}» u m «>H w .v.*nii«» aPbnwoJ

i<j> eft!#’ f>fui psi ''.<=> *i tiUia at^inttA adi jiab'iOl. P

.eaij,(ff)hv >.'1
Iwaniti hl\> »-ui9X 97[ow iud ^

Hi ir/roh baiJvviK, into « bf/z'Xa'm yd al84« iadi oI

-nr iii yyaiib

‘2l>ginvUij& a Jmijj ipT>tYJii' R An-rr aO to axlt

Lw« ,.1/1 .A A .'?. ,i''^ .o'ti.' i-io'^io fwliiiam a an'fr fiB j^ta

f.\,d fivTil) *)d( to taftlttOM a

• siy avtJ fiiixl vd

• »ii) >0 '9.'U to. t»i3to.->iodVajB<^, .t-oi*? ;^ax^)T \o ,M &^taaZ
'

yft) h> fil'&cwi ycinay', •nH?i.-rtyiO ni '^.ulloa amoH bfml

%; .«p,iot. -mUfi'/f. 1v ‘.tip' , ,^p»V. .spoT io ,<J bi-fuQ: :dowd(t

ci'c-iij-ioL liuin'.Hc.i 1tp ';x^i&i‘i!iM^T O5j'>»'?0 )o wdil’w .fi-tol^

<ii-jt; =»({ hytii> ,|kk3 i. . .'A Jo odJ ^ht/ 9ti*iV bmoao^

iuV/ but} arfi'riR'^^i ; .sX,7. ,n07bX/fty pYft V> OivT ifc-vv .IIsfiiR o)l0p

LOniuK'-^ «. i>rf'/tyoai; b«s ia^^t *» Wf- Xvjtw «iiw ’t*),!!;)! PiiT .K ‘^RRSl

*m>n, .^oiTjidl .J' t .ior^'i^d^or .VRfpbspfi «t«ija IR ft«itfi->ijf)o iooriPs

•;ui ’<>jaafo^af.nU 4H. .bp^'Tob- 7ipdJ ‘0 '\vj4--vllro
.
aamH teJ.igIH to taob

, .•. 9|||
/. lot fiiailJ’ byJl'iO'ff \f>/4JL» >; A.*»»>vfX^ t«‘*^

^

'

0$ b-^7mt*tt »d ttaUv/ ovfi ,.

('|p|

iii. )/v:^cs,Vfo j)j,)i’//'b»*i« « iKuo tAl xi'>dJ ,6raiJ Jiode
^

3 i0 i-i 7 iai ft yifu^. od.‘.T>ftr owJ loi f»irtc*H litrald^fH J« .

' huil ?i{f!ftft/y.r-i)f|(t'’prn.l:j;;%f pifl to V<'n )»:f oH ,titef*<fo(I tio*? J« . *='^

o-jU. .',.H ..•wi>4^.pj ^I'iyqtnq tt'woJ. oi(f'(i'tplWHO’>e fo«.» 4i««f t<r «»tp« «.Jf4 Mfo
J>ofriKia Sri ill .(i.e'/r .«-4abf.i«. :Jli Mist ^oiiflMfi ri i« rioota anwo ‘jjja

•i'iiOu<.)'l> p.-Ij jrHr>irii^i4 j>/ifi mfijlLi'//' Jo .Jwttrf'wAT afns^oa

.a‘il/., siuyp &‘a?-U«JuA'io laTtfil sriiwaw i to piiian a ziv/r moA’tt to

,nvft»f'’nf'!» tf* i'uXlUifb^J M inlS'pj »%ifriftW*OF *«X- tl'f *iUV/ itft.f/iol.

XaeJiiiiinyl -m[/ l.Mvdw'yfa u /jJC jifoflw Jo a-ndl

ii )uv)!.'ji»Ji aiW slidV/f ,4^iffc) rviii lo lot.iiuonr n haa" -

^

v?f

jopdinioiif a ,Y n

lo . Jito .Oo;Rf«Ajr»iiwoJ 10
*

;ai
r,

• W svijrtii ft SfiJ taiP'iftH'l •!> biuirlill



4o0 MEMOIUAL RECORD OP ALABAM.

?

Carolina, and the latter of Hancock county. Ga. Mr. McCurdy attended

school but a few weeks, his parents beiny poor, and he was apprenticed

early in life to the "in making trade. This trade he followed a good
many years with marked success. He became moderately wealthy, and

was an extensive planter at the time rd his deatli. in 18!).'), owning at that

time, about o.tH'O acres of lamL He was strictly a self-made man, indus-

trious. progressive, of sound judgment and of an indomitable will. He went
to Georgia a young man, married there, and about l>^o8 removed to

Chambers county, Ala., where he si>ent the rest of his life. Ho was
extremely averse to office holding, but was a devout Methodist. He
W'as one of a family of two sons, and tliree daughters, born to his

parents, wdio were of Scotch descent, and who died in Meriwether county,

Ga.
,
in 1800, living at the time with his second Avife. He tvas a very

poor man, and his son Edward S.. at his death, made jirovision in his

will for his support, and that of his Avife. Mrs. Maiy J. McCurdy is still liv-

ing in Chambers county, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

church. Her father, Edmund Harris, died in Chambers county, Avhile on
a Ausit to a son, being a resident of LaC range. Ga., at the time. He
was a large and prosperous planter, was a self-made man, was a strict

Methodist, and reared a large family of children. His wife Avas an aunt

of the eminent ex-congressman, Dixon H. EeAvis. William D. McCurdy
is the eldest of a family of eight. tiA'e sous and three daughters. A'iz.

:

William D.. Rebecca, AvidoAA' of Nathan Robinson; .James P., of Chambers
county, Avho served in the late Avar; Lenora A., deceased wufe of John A.

Jones,- also deceased; EdAvardS., Ava.s in the army of Virginia, as a cadet

from the uniA^ersity of Alabama, aiid died in l>i83; LeAvis H., a promi-

nent planter of LoAvndesboro ; Addle, deceased Avife of Isaac Reese, of

Chandjers county, and Edmund B.. Avho Avas killed, in HJO. Avliile on duty

as conductor, on the I.jOuisville & XashA’ille railroad. William D. Avas

educated at Oak GroAm, near home, and in graduated from Emory
college at Oxford, Ga. He then taught school for a fcAv years, and then

engaged in farming. In Hal), he married Cornelia H. Reese, daughter of

Nathan and Amy Reese, the former a natiA'e of Virginia, and the latter a

native of Autauga county, Ala. Mr. Reese came to Alabama a young
man, married here and sjmnt the last years of his life at IjOAvndesboro,

on the farm upon Avhich Mr. McCurd.v' noAV IB’es. He died in b'^lib. his

wife haA’ing died some years before. iMrs. McCurdy Avas Vjorn at LoAvndes-

boro, educated there, and at LaGrange Methodist college. She is the

mother of tive children, four (if whom are living. Mr. McCurdy has fol

loAved farming all his life, but in H-'b he became acajuaintod Avith the

Tennessee Co:ii A Iron company, aauis engaged in the mining business

at the Pratt mines aljout seven years. In 18>'7, he and Col. J. P. B. Jack-

son purchased the Ploreuce Hotel, Avhich they ran until 18b2. Avhen they

sold it. Duriug-this lime Mr. McCui-dy spent most of his time Avith his

bus. ness, but his home Avas still at 1 j jwudu.sboro. lie is one of the most
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exten.sive ])lanler.s in the county. OAvning u.oCO acres of land, most of

which he has acquired by his ‘own efforts. He is also one of the leading

breeders of liorses in the state, and owns some of the best stock" in tlie

Gulf states, and some of liis horses are well trained. He is also engaged
in breeding thoroughbred -Tersey cattle. He is well known as one of the

leading horsemen in the state. He has a fine home, and is an earnest

w'orker for the success of the Methodist church, of AA'hich both he and

his wife are members.
Hon. John V. McDuffie, a prominent planter of Hayneville, Ala.,

was born in Steuben county, 'X. Y., in 1841. He. is a son of Isaac and
Cynthia (Baker) McDuffie, the former of whom was born in Montgomery
county, X. Y., in 1803, and the latter in Pennsylvania in ISOa. Isaac

McDulfie was a man of more than ordinary education and took a very

active part in local politics. By trade and occupation he was a black-

smith, and died in 1(892, his widow being still living. He was and she is

a member of the IMethodist Episcopal church. He was a son of IVilliam

McDuffie, who Avas born and died in XeAV York. His father. William

McDuffie, Avas born in Scotland and came to America in 1738. A son of

his, named Thomas, was captured and killed by tories and their Indian

allies during the Revolutionary Avar, at White Plains. Samuel Baker,

father of INIrs. C^’nthia kIcDuffie. Avas born in Connecticut hi 1761, and

died in 1834. He belonged to the Dutchess county volunteers from 1781

to 1783, serA'ing at Stony Point and at other places during the Revolu-

tionary war. He Avas a sergeant in the Avar of 1812. His wife, a Miss

Easter Fields. Avas a daughter of a Ee\’olutionary soldier, Avho was killed

at White Plains. Judge kIcDuffie is the fifth in a family of six, three

sons and three daughters. When yet quite young, he Avent Avest. and
received his early education in Illinois. At the breaking out of the A\"ar

he Avas attending the Lutheran college of loAva, and in July, isfil, he
joined company B, Second loAva caA’alry, serA'ing first as sergeant and
later as sergeant-major of the regiment. After drilling at Davenport,

loAva, and St. Louis, Mo., he Avent to southeastern Missouri, Avhence. AA’ith

his command, he A\’as ordered to assist the reinforcement of Grant at

Fort Donelson. He Avas also present at the engagements at XeAv

Madrid, at Island Xo. before Corinth, after Shiloh, during the

first Mississippi campaign, the siege of Vicksburg, luka, Corinth,

October 3 and 4, and other battles—Ills last general engagement being
the battle of X'ashville—after. Avhich engagement he ttarticipated in

the chase after Hood into Alabama and ^Mississippi, coming on into Ala-

bama. .and boiug mustori'd out at Selma. He soon afterward removed to

Lowndes county, and purchastnl a large |)lantation and has since resided

in that county. In b^7b he married Mrs. klartha Alice Kelley, a daughter
of Christopher and Emily (.lohnson) Quinn. Mr. Quinn Avas born in

county Down. Ireland, and Mrs. (,>uinn in Ohio, and they lioth died at

Painesville, Ohio. Mrs. McDuffie was born in Lake count\", and married
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Mr. Kelley and lived at Moiiticello. Mo., 'svhere Mr. Kelley was killed

duriny the war as a Confederate soldier, ancl Mrs. Kelley and family fled

as refugees to Alabama, ishe is the mother of four childfen Vjy her last

marriaye. two of whom survive, viz.: Edwin, born in January,

and Maud, i)orn in ^larch, l'<77. In August, Mr. McDuffie was
elected probate judge of Lowndes county, and served twelve years, and

he has been a member of all the republican state conventions since the

war, and he was a delegate from his congressional district to the national

republican convention at Philadelphia in fs72. and to tliat at Cincinnati

in h's7(). He was an alternate delegate at large -to the ^Minneapolis con-

vention in 1>!S}2, but did not attend. In ISSb ho was a candidate for con-

gress against Col. Davidson. He contested the election, but was not

seated. In he again made the race for congress against Congress-

man Turpin, contested the election of Mr. Turpin, and ovas seated. In
IH'JO he was again a candidate for conerress. and is now contesting' the

election of his opponent. He was elected a member of the state consti-

tutional convention of l'^75, but did not qualify. He is a member of

IMontgomeiy Odd Fellow lodge, and .of the W. B. Wood post, G. A. R., at

Montgomery, and of tlie Sons of the American Revolution.

Teurie M. McPiiersox. druggist and pharmacist of Fort Deposit, wms
born in Lowndes county in ISiH. He is a son of Duncan and Susan
(Hamilton) I^lcPherson, the former of whom was born near Raleigh, X. C.,

and the latter in Lowndes county, Ala. Duncan IMcPherson received a

common school education and came to Alabama a young man. He mar-

ried in Lowndes county, and spent the rest of his life there except a few
3mars in Montgomery county. He was a farmer, a liveryman and a mer-

chant. He died at Fort Deposit in aged fifty-nine years. He was
in the sei-vice of tlie Confederate States for a short tinn> on the coast. In

religion he was a Methodist, and in life he was an honest and industrious

man. His f:ither. .Tohn IMcPherson. was a native of Scotland. Init came
to tlie United States after his marriage and lived and died in North Caro-

lina, as also did his wife. They Avere the parents of five sons and one
daugliter. auz. : Duncan, Dr. Malcomb. Avho Avas surgeon in an Alabama
command, and Avas killed near Chattanooga: Sanderson; Hugh, Avho also

served in tlu.' Avar: John, Avho disappt.':u’ed in North Carolina, and Avas

never lieard of afterward, and Irene. All came to Alabama except .Tohn.

Mrs. Susan IMcPherson is still living Avith her son Terrie. She is a daugh-
ter of .John and IMartha Thimilton. both natives of Georgia, but early set-

tlei's in IxOAvndes county. Ala.. Avhere Mrs. Llamilton died. Mr. Hamilton
di('d in Coosa county. He Avas a farmer by occu])ation, and Avas a soldier

in tlu' kite Avar. He and his Avife Avere Tvlethodists. Duncan and Susan
McPherson reared a large family of children, eight in all. Of these eight
Terrie M. Avas the third. Their names are as follows; Carrie, deceased;
Hamilton H.. T(>rrie M., ,Iohn G., railroad agent in Texas ; Irene, dtA^anised

:

Willliam W., I'ailroad fireman in Arkansas: Duncan A., railroad agent at



.i/i ‘'V-'

i,v.*-r

iii i(! w;i.-

• ;ri ;

•

' I ;i

,
II : n I r. t

ii'H' ]/

,1/ .....iiv, ..UJ-. v .lU

, 1/
«.t-»oniib

,}f

«i; M M

'I

r 1 = V|- J

f P i

'

f

rt •:

I
•( J

' I ./:

1

1

i.,: i.-,, . ..n-a
......

,

(.r.ii.lc, = -ai J,:' I

an in.ini « >»•// v<, l-iw .««
'

. , , --I T,! di.1'1 i.. n'.Inr.-,..-,
< •nl.lnq'.'

ir iii m; ''iKu.. •ill- <H I.-/

'

:.J „-f I ioi! Iiif>
' -' " t

‘;;y ‘.-H iMi.l.lvra

"t I

^

'

•

,.
,

' W ir V .:. hiW« ««V/ mX
.'•.I I.l-j iii'.ftoHno lo

'’
:,"'"V "'i,

.-! ! "“1^“*“'''

''

-I ,„-'lv..n/, i.ll I'
"" '<' '"« ''“''S’""’'*

:

:' C ..i. ,..n

''

'
, 1. . . Oi.T i1 f •'

I

;]/•

. f!

'

' >ii J

• .li’ii ii 'S

1 1
''!''; i> <'ii alX

:-.u (i-'p- a .'I,?.- iiH'ifT' 1
-

1, '-,ir L ..ii', Ciii;>(.i <1

.;jj:,i; j;H 1:o7.
i- ‘m U «l A. <->5

1.( 1 ''! ';! '.' ti'M.' ' 1
ii f .> iO<i

, , ,fj ,

1
)

/,('

>

1
'•'

' ‘fC 1

'

.'i (H-ia .Hiai-ircJ ai I'itlii) ')ilJ bn®,

y 1,0 ,: :!':.UiV;.uS-v i.-.<.r!->^, oomnjoo

i.'i

:.i(.

, c hjoc -*i-J .'MiH'O'i Tioni' •'..

ir.ii. bit,, b-'-f brifi iMt

I'ibcai. .. .nnH
3o I ..

;.xi/ ,'rfJiii'A«x;b

iui ri:
i.-,K7 b/in

.. 1-
•"

, ,„ ,,, r.,A •

r-.p^-cJ JvMC Jyiovn-Jlr.lM

;
;....„„h.,k -iw -itif -III r.'ii; -.it •'»'« "'a "'* ™



PEKHONAL MEMOIRS—LOWNDES COUNTY. 433

Cuthbert, Ga.. and Bettie. Torrie ]SI. McPhtrscn -.vas educated at Fort

Dej)osit and attended the junior year at tlie Agricuitural and iNIeclianical

college at Auburn. Ala. He then .s]ient two and a hail' years in the drug

business at Port Deposit, and afterward five years at iSIontgomery, when
he returned to Fort Deposit, where he has reinalned in business ever since.

He is one of the prominent business men of the city. He was married, in

1889, to Miss Carrie Little, daughte" of Kufus .7. and Li/tzie Litlle. natives

of Lowndes county. iSIr. Little was a merchant at Fed Deposit. He
served in company G. Sixth Alabama cavalry, wlten a mere yoiuh. with
Gen. Forrest, and was severely but accidentl;\' . wounded in Tennessee.

iMrs. IMcPherson was born in Lowndes county and was educated at Mar-
ion seminary. Mr. McPherson is a member of Port De]>osit lodge. No. 291,

F. & A. M.. and of Chevalier lodge. No. 40. Knights of Pythias, and he is

the keeper of the record and seal. Both he and his wnfe are prominent
members of the Methodist Episcopal cluu’ch, south.

Joseph Norwood, of the tirm of Norwood & Hattemer, general mer-
chants, of Fort Deposit, was born in Darlington county, S. C., in 1834.

He is a son of Hon. James H. and IMary K. (Brooks) Norwood, the former

of whom was born in Darlington county, 3. C., in 1824, and the latter in

Greenville county. S. C., in 1834. They were both liberall3
’ educated,

and the former graduated from Make Forest college, North Carolina, and
practiced law in South Cai’olina for twent\^-five j’ears with marked success.

He was a member of the legislature of South Carolina several times, and
was collector of infernal revenue after the war. He served about two
years in “ Hamilton's Legion " during the late war, and in 18CG, removed
to Lowndes cpuntcy and was for some time engaged in the practice of the

law at Greenville, but for some j-ears he has i;esided at Montgomeiy and
has devoted his time to iTlanting. being one of the most prominent
planters of Lowndes co\mt;y. He is a Mason, and takes an active interest in

the general wmlfare of the county. He is one of a large family born to .Joseph

Norwood, who was probablj’ born in North Carolina, but wlio died in

South Carolina, and his wife, Sarah iMcIntosh, also died in the same state.

John W. Brooks, the father of kirs. Mary R. Norwood, was a native of

South Carolina, and both he and his wife were members of the Baptist

church. .Joseph Norwood's mother is still living, and has liad four chil-

dren, of whom li e was the eldest. The other three were .John JV. B.,

deceased; .James H., died when an infant, and Florence, wife of Fred S.

Rauschler, of Denver. Col. .Joseph was educated at Greenville. S. C.,

high school, and also at Greenville. Ala. He attended the Agricultural

and Mechanical colleg(' at Auburn one .vear, and at s<wentee)i engaged as

as a clerk in his father's store at Fort Deposit. Prom 1878 to 1881,

inclusive, he was railroad agent at Port Deposit. He then engaged in

merchandising as a member of the firm of Lightfoot A Norwood, which
afterward became Norwood & T^'son, which continued until l>-88. when
it Avas succeeded by the present linn, which is one of tln^ strongest firm.s
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in southern Alabama, (loins' a business of S100,00() annuallj*. Mr. Nor-

wood also owns one of the best cotton grist mills in the county,

the gin having a capacity of thirty bales per day. He also owns '^,000

acres of land in Lowndes county. He was married, in 18^0. to Miss

Virginiuv Tyson, daughter of John A. Tyson, and a sister of Judge John R.

Tyson, of Montgomery. She was born in Lowndes county and is a grad-

uate of IMarion institute, at Marion, Ala. IMr. Norwood is one of the

most thorough-going business men in the county, and is a very
2
)leasant

and ]->opular man. He is a member of Port Do])osit lodge. No. 291, F. &
A. M.. and ho and his wife ai'O members of the P>aptist church. He has

not been an office-seeker, and is not a politician, but always performs

his part toward party support.

Seymour H. Powell, one of the original settlers and since prominent

planters of Lowndes county, was born in Oglethorpe county. Ga., in *

1817. He is a son of Seymour and Martha Ursula (Cowling) PoAvell, who
were also natives of Georgia, where thep received a fair English educa-

tion, and lived until 1819, and then came to Alabama, settling in the woods
where Lowndesboro is now situated, and lived there the rest of their

lives, he dying in 1834. and she in, It-^GT. Mr. Powell was industrious,

energetic and scripndously honest in his transactions with his fellow-men.

He was one of the leading farmers and best known men of his day. He
served as circuit court clerk some years, when the county was in its

infancy, and was a most efficient and satisfactory official. He was one of

a large family born to Seymour Powell, and probably' died in Georgia.

Slaughter Cowling, the father of IMrs. Martha U. Powell, was a .school

teacher for many years, but for some years before his death he was
blind. He and his wife both came from Alabama with Mr. Powell, and
died in this state. 2,lr. Cowling was of Dutch descent. Seymour H.

Powell is the second of a family of nine children; Milliain F. was in the

late Avar in the Virginia army, and is noAV deceased: Josiah "W., another

brother. Avas also in the Avar. Seymour H. PoAvell Avas reared on a farm
Avith a fair English education, and at the death of his father, he being

'the eldest son, the main burden of the family support fell upon him for

some years. In he married Josephine J. Rice, daughter of Rev.

William and C'uarlotto Rico. avIio Avere early settlers of the county. Avhere

they died after the Avar. He Avas a Jlethodist minister for many years.

He had one son. Wesley, Avho Avas in the late Avar. kirs. Powell
was born in LoAvndes county, and has borne nine children. A'iz. :

WTHiam ts. : Kati' E. : Charlotte R., Avife of S. A. Tyson; Benjamin S.

;

Frank C.. of Birmingham : 2ilartha U.. deceased; .lames 2*1., of Cincin-

nati, Ohio: the eighth died in infancy, and Gaston. Mr. PoAvell has lived

in the neighborhood of his present home for seventy-three years. He
greAV up among the Indians, and has been a planter all his life. He noAV

OAvns about 7 <hi ;u-i-es of land. While he is decidt'd in his political

opinions he is not a politicitin. He and his Avife liave been iMethodists for

any years.
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Dr. John A. Pritchett, piiysician und merchant of Hayueville. Ala.,

was born near this place July lit, ls49. He is a son of Dr. Edward Hill

and Ph-ances A. (Swanson) Pritchett, both natives of Pittsylvania comity,

Va., where they were reared and married. Dr. Pritchett graduated in

medicine from the-uni versify of Pennsylvania, and about 1"'4G came to Lown-
des county. Ala., where he spent the rest of his life. He lived some years

in the country, and later moved to Hayueville. where he was engaged in

merchandising in connection with his practice until his death in 1S83.

His wife died in is(37, and he afterward married her sister. Dr. Pritchett

was a man of superior intelligence and a man of line attainments, and

excellent business rpialilications. He accumulated' a good fortune. He
wms very successful as a ph^vsician as well as a business man. Early in

the war he enlisted and served a short time as a jirivate soldier, but was
soon made a surgeon of the Thirty-fifth Georgia infantry, serving in that

capacity through the war in the Virginia army. He was not a politician,

was a master Mason, was a member of no church, and was held in high

esteem by all who knew him. His father, IMaj. John Pritchett, was a

native of Virginia, where he and his wife, Sarah Inge, both died, having

reared a large family of children. He was a major in the war of 1812,

and was stationed at Norfolk. Va., a portion of the time. His father

belonged to a Huguenot family, settling first in Brunswick county, Va.,

but died in Pittsylvania county. John Swanson, father of 2ilrs. Prances A.

Pritchett, was a native of Virginia, was of English origin, was a merchant,

farmer and tobacco manufacturer. His wife was a Miss Cook, of Halifax

countyy- Va. Dr. John A. Pritchett is the eldest of a family of three, one

son and two daughters. The daughters are Fannie, wife of Charlie Rog-
ers, railroad agent at Letohatchie, and Lucy, wife of Prof. .James Kilgore,

of Texas. Dr. Pritchett recauved his early education at Hayueville, Ala.,

and vicinity, and then took a course of study at tlie university of Vir-

ginia, graduating in medicine in 1^70. Since that tiinq he has practiced

his profession in
,
Hayneville, among the- iieople with whom he was

reared. He is now recognized by the leading members of the profession

as one of the most brilliant and successful of the phy.-.icians in the state.

He is a pi'ominent member of the State Medical association, and is presi-

dent of the Lowndes county iMedical society. On the deatli of liis father

he assumeti charge of Ids mercantile business, and has continued to con-

duct that business ever since, under the firm name of Pritchett & Co.

In February, 1''''5, he married Bettie Cook, daughter of Philip and Meliora

Cook, natives of Alabama. Mr. Cook died about 1807. and Mrs. Cook
some years before, both in Lowndes county. iMrs. Pritchett was born in

Lowndes county. Dr. I’ritchett. wliile not a politicitin nor an aspirant

for political honors, is yet a liberal su})porter of his party, and is a mem-
ber of the Protestant Episcopal church.

Eli T. Robinson, I'etired planter of Benton, Ala., was born in Lown-
des county, in 1>.'1. He is a .son of Hon. Cornelius and IMartha
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(Dc Jarnett) Robinson, both of 'whom ’wero born in Anson county. N. C.

,

the former in iso,'), and the latter in isiil. They were liberally educated

and came with their respective parents to Alabama, he in IS 17, his par-

ents settlin" in Autaug'a county, and afterward removing to what is now
Lowndes county, whore they probably died. Mr. Robinson was a wealthy

planter and reared a large family of children. Hon. Cornelius Robinson

lived in Autauga and ^Montgomery counties Vjefore moving to Lowndes
county, where he was a very extensive planter, and for some years prior

to the war was in the commission business in IMobile. He served in the

Creek war as ca])tain, and afterward was general of militia in LoAvndes

county. During the late war he was on Gen. Bragg's staff until his

health failed, when he returned to his home and was appointed to the

Confederate congress by Gov. Eli Shorter to fill an unexpired term, but

after a few months' service retired on account of ill health. He then,

lived on his plantation in Lowndes county until his death, which
occurred in 18(57. He was one of the most prominent men in the county,

and a leader in all public matters, either of local or state interest. His

widow is still living, and is a member of the Protestant Episcopal

church. Her father, John P. De Jarnett. was a native of North Carolina,

a wealthy planter, and spent all his life in his native state. His widow
came to Alabama and died in Lowndes county. Eli T. Robinson is the

youngest of a family of ten children, of whom onl}" he and one sister are

now living. Three of the brothers were in the late war, viz. : Cornelius B.

was a second lieutenant in the Third Alabama infantry, aird died in

1866; Miimford De Jarnett was in the militia by special call various times,

was in delicate health, and was superintendent of education of Lowndes
county at the time of his death in 1878; John AV. was in the Third Ala-

bama infantry all through the war, and afterward followed farming until

his death in 18>'4. Eli T. Robinson was reared on a farm and begair life for

himself at the age,of nineteen, as a planter, and continued this line of work
for eight years. Since then he has been iiv the insurance business, etc.

He wars married in 1870 to Emma C., daughter of Dr. John N. of Connec-

ticut, and S. R. Kendall of South Carolina, Avhence they came to Ala-

bama and died in Benton, where Dr. Kendall practiced medicine for many
years. Mrs. Robinson was born and educated in Btmton, and is now the

mother of five children. Air. Robinson has l.aOu acres of lantl. which he

has acquired mostly by his own efforts, and he is one of the leading

planters in the county. He was a member of Rising Star lodge of the

order of K. P., until that lodge ceased to exist. He is now a

jnember of Lowndes lodge. No. 2.77o. K. H... at Benton. Alum ford

De Jarnett, the great-grandfather of Eli T. Robins(>n, on his mother's side,

was a French Huguenot exile, who settled in North Carolina and served

under Gen. Alarion in the Revolutionary war as a captain.

Eli AV. Robtx.sox, a prominent planter of Lov ndesboro, was V)oni in

the house in which he now resides, in I'^lb. He is a son of AA'illiam and
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Eliza J. (VYare) Robinson, the former of whom was born in North Caro-

lina, February S. ITlhl, and the latter iu Cecryia. T’aey cann- to xVlabama

when young, he in 1>>17, received a iioerai educaticm, were married April 15,

1825, and settled in Lowndes county on the river, and later on the

place on which Eli lY. now resides, taking possession of the house built

,

by the distinguished ex-congressman, Dixon K. Lewis. Here i^Ir. Robin-

son died in ls82, his wife having died in ISTh. aged sixty-nine. Both were
members of the Protestant iSIethodist church for many years. He ivas a

wealthy planter, and one of tlie 'host kntiwn citizens of the county. In

his private affairs he was industrious, and a good manager, and in })ublic

matters he was active and public spirited. He was one of the nine

children born to Todd and Ztlartha Robinson, wlio were probably natives

of North Carolina, but in 1817 came to Alabama, and settled in Autauga
county, when, that county was a wilderness. They both died in 'that

county, he in aged seventy-three, and she in 1833. aged tifty-eight.

One of the sons. Todd Robinson, went to California at an early day, and

became a member of the supreme court of that .state. He was one of the

most prominent lawyers of the state. Another son. Cornelius, was at one

time a member of the Alabama legislature from Lowndes county, and a

grandson, Todd Caldwell, was once governor of North Carolina. Nothing

is known of grandfather Ware, father of .Mrs. Eliza J. Robinson. Ylartha

Terry, wife of Todd Robinson, was a daughter of .Tames and Ann Terry

the former of -whom was born in 1740, and the latter in 1756. and died in

1816 and 1801. respectively. Eliza J. Robinson was a sister of Dr. Robert .1.

Ware, a once prominent citizen of Ylontgomery and a member of the

legislature. Eli W. Robinson is the youngest of a family of twelve

children, viz. : Robert T., deceased: Henry W.. of Texas: WTlliaro. who
was killed in the battle of the Wilderness as captain in a Tex:as regiment;

Gilbert YL, who was in the late war as a soldier in the Third Alabama
infantry, was once captured, and is now deceased: Cornelius, was a cap-

tain in the Third Alabama infantry all through the war, now deceased;

James R., killed when a young man at Ylobile: Charles, died young;

Ylartha J., deceased; Todd, died young; Ylary E., wife of Capt. Thomas
Brown, and Kittie A., deceased, and Eli W. Ylr. Robinson was reared

on the farm u]ion which he now resides, near Lowndesboro. He began
life for himself at twenty -one years of age. working on a farm and then

farming for himself. In 1878 he married Juliet Isadora YIcCain. daughter

of YYilliam and Betlie YIcCain. natives of Ylontgomery county. Ala., but

now of Elmore county. Ylr. YIcCain was in the Tennessee army during

the late Avar, and is mjw a planter. His nu.)ther Avas a Yliss Furgeson,

of Kentucky. From 1873 to Ylr. Robinson liA’ed in Elmore county,

and then lived one year in Benton. Returning to the farm upon Avhicli

he was born, he has lived there eA'er since. He carried on merchandising
tAvo years at LoAvndesboro, and noAv has a store at Robinson's ’•Switch.

He is extensively engaged in })lanting. oAvning 3 . ’•'<10 acres of land, all in
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' Liowndes county. A portion of this land '«vas inherited, but the mo.st of

it he has himself acquired by his own industry. Yv^hiie Mr. Robinson

has always liberally supported tne party to which he belongs, yet he has

never neglected his private or domestic affairs for politics. He and his

wife are both members of the Missionary Ilaptist church.

Dr. JohN'H. Russell, iffiysician and .surge-.m of Sandy Ridge, Lowndes
county, was born in this county in 1833. He it a son of Robert, and

Louisa W.
(
Stone

)
Russell, the former of whoniAvas born in Otrlethorpe

county, Ga., in 1790, and the latter in Clarke county, Ga,. in 1805. They
both came to Alabama when young, he in 1817, and -they were married in

1822, in Lowndes county, where they spent the rest of tbeir lives, she

dying when Dr. Russell was an infant, and he in 1888. lie v\ms a farmer

by occupation, and was deputy sheriff when this county was a part of

Montgomery countju He was a member of Sandy Ridge lodge, F. & A. ISI.
’

No. 222, and he was a member of the klethodist Epi.scopal church

seventy years. He was married twice, and rea'’’ed two families of children.

He w’as of the very first settlers in this part of the county, then a vast

cane brake and an unbroken wilderness. His father, Robert Russell,

lived and died in Georgia, and the wife of Robert Russell was a member
of the distinguished Rutherford family of North Carolina, where klr. and
Mrs. Russell Avere iirobably born. Warren Stone, the father of Mrs.

Lucinda Russell, was born in i^Iaryland, whence he removed to Georgia.

He came to Alabama in 1818 and settled on the Alabama •ri\’er in what is

now' Lowmdes county, being thus one of the first settlers in that county,

owning there a large tract of valuable land, and becoming one of thq

county’s most popular and wealthy citizens. He wms a man of education

and culture, lived in good style, and Avas married seA'eral times. He died

in 1849. Dr. Russell is one of six children by his father's first Avife, only

two of Avhom are liA'ing, an elder brother of the doctor, the Hon. Robert W.
Russell, a prominent farmer of LoAvndesboro, aaMo aa’us a member of

the legislature in l884-t:<5. A half brother. noAV a farmer of Evergreen,,

was all through the Avar as a soldier in the Sixth Alabama infantry and
serA'e;! in the Virginia army. At Antietam he had an arm broken, and at

Appomattox he had the other arm broken. He Avas captured at this time

and taken to Washington. Avhere the Federal surgeons remoA'ed the ball.

Dr. Russell Avas reared on a farm, and receiA’ed a common school educa-

tion. He then attended Emory college at Oxford. Ga., a short time, and
then entered the junior class of tlie university of Tennessee at Knoxville.

W'here he stood at the head of Ids class, and delivered the address for the

Chi Delta society of that institution. He then read mgrlicine Avith a

cousin. Dr. Thomas M. SteAvart of Georgia, after Avhich he attended the

Reformed Medical college of the south, at Macon, Ga.. at Avhich Avas

taught the eclectic system, and in l'^57, graduated from the Metropolitan

college of New Yorlv. He began practice in Sumter county. Ga. , in H55,

and .soon afterAvardy- and before graduating, located at Union Springs,
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Bullock county, Ala., where he married, in 1850. Miss Theresa H. Lassater,

daughter of Lenore Lassater, who was born in North Carolina and died

in Clarke county. Ala. }^Irs. Russell was born in Avhaf is now Bullock

county, Ala., and died in liaving borne eight children, viz. : Robert L.,

who married Miss Clara Crenshaw, of Mobile, Ala.; Mary L., who died in

the second year of her age ; Dr. W. Payne, a graduate of Atlanta Medical

college, who married !Miss Mildred Brewer, of Hayneville, Ala. ; Kate

Coleman, wife of H. IV. Haynes: Elizabeth B. ; Elmira J. ; J. W. Stone,

and IMaria G. After living a short time in Union Springs, Dr. Russell

spent two years in Dale county, and since then he has been a constant

resident of Lowndes county, and is one of the oldest physicians of the

county. He has also been engaged in farming for a good many years and in

mei’chandising at Sandy Ridge. He was a county commissioner for some
years after 186G. and in 18^5-89 he was a member of the lower hou-se of

the legislature, serving on the committees on temperance and health. He
wms the choice of the Kolb faction, in 189^, for membership in that body.

He has been an active worker for his party, and is an able stump speaker.

He was at one time worthy master of Sandy Ridge lodge. No. F. &
A. M., but is now dimitted, and he has been a member of the Methodist

Episcopal church for a good many years.

Hon. Robert W. Ru.ssell, planter of LoAvndes county, was born in

this county, while it was a part of ^Montgomery county, in ISLM. He is a

son of Robert and Louisa (Stone) Russell, the former of whom Avas born
in Oglethorpe county. Ga., in 1799, and the latter in Clarke county, Ga.,

in ISOo. They both came to Alabama Avhen young, married in this state,

settled in LoAvndes county, where they spent the rest of their liA'es. Mrs.

Russell died in 1835, Mr. Russell married again and died in 1888. He was
a planter all his life and prosperous before the Avar. He Avas a Mason
and a prominent member of the IMethodist Episcopal church, and he Avas

actiA^e in all public matters. He was one of the earliest settlers in

Lowndes county, in which he liA'ed about sixt\"-tive years. His father

died in Georgia. IMr. Russell had one brother, AVilliam. Avho came with
him to Alabama, and died in Monroe county. 'VVarren Stone, the father

of Mrs. Louisa Rus.sell. Avas a native of Maryland. Avhence he removed to

Georgia, and in 1S18 or 1819 came to Alabama, locating in Avhat is now
Lowmdes countA', being thus one of the A'ery first settlers in that county.

He died there in 1849. his Avife having died some days before. He Avas a,

member of the Methodist Episcopal church for many years. He had ten

children, four sons and six daughters, all of whom liA'ed to liaA'e families

of their OAvn. Mr. Stone Avas one of the Avealthy planters and prominent
citizens of his time. Robert W. Russell Avas the eldest of a family of six

children, four sons and tAvo daughters, viz.: Robert M*.
;
Martha J.,

deceased Avife of William Pierce of Arkansas: Dr. John H. : William, died
AA’hen young; Mary Caroline, died young; Edward Ruthland, digd young.
Hon. Robert W. Russell Avas reared on a farm Avith about tAVo year-s
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of schooling in the country schools. At eighteen he left home and fol-

lowed clerking for eighteen months, and he then managed his grand-

father's store and plantation three years. In April, 1^47, he married

Clax’a Powell, daughter of Seymour and Ursula M. Powell, both natives

of Georgia, but who came to Alabama at an early day and settled in

Lcnvndes cpunty, where he died in 18.34. and she in 1807. Both were
members of the IMethodist Episcopal church, and reared a large family.

Mrs. Russell was born in Lowndes county, was the mother of nine chil-

dren, and died in 1870. Four of her nine children are now living, viz. :

Mattie L., widow of Henry L. Smith; Callie P. ; Bettie, wife of R. M.
"Williamson, and Josiah. The other live died young. In 1879 Mr. Russell

married Mrs. M. E. Powell, nee Miller, who was born in Montgomery
county, educated at Lowndesboro, after the death of her jiarents. Since

January, 1848, !Mr. Russell has lived on his present farm, and has followed

farming all his life. In 18(34 he was for a short time in the state militia.

He served eight years as commissioner of the board of revenue, and in

1884 resigned. He was elected to the legislature, and served on the com-
mittees on temperance, on public highways, and on other important com-
mittees. He became a Mason during the war at Lowndesboro. His
first wife was, and he and his present wife are, members of the Methodist

Episcopal church.

John P. Streety, general merchant and planter of Hayneville, Ala.,

was born in Bladen county, N. C., in 1820. He is a son of William and
Anne Jane (Poynter) Streety, both natives of North Carolina, in which
state they spent all of their lives, the former being for twenty-one years

sheriff of his county, and holding that office at the time of his death.

Argulas Poynter, the father of Mrs. Anne .Jane Streety, died in North
Carolina before John P. Streety was born. The latter was the youngest
of six children, viz.: William T., who came to Butler county, Ala., at- a

very early day, and later went to Texas, where he died; Griffith .1., who
died in Florida: Bela, now of New York: ISIi's. Mary J. Rinaldi, Mrs.

Lucy Smith, and John P. He was reared on a farm, and received but a

limited education. At the age cf thirteen he attended school at Fayette-

ville, N. C.. and in 183,') went with his brother-in-law, Mr. Rinaldi, to

Apalachicola, Fla., and spent one year there as a clerk. He then came
to Butler county, Ala., and spent one year in the office of his brother,

who was circuit court clerk. He next removed to Lowndes county, and
became a clerk in a drug store at Hayneville; and still later in a general

store until 1841, when he engaged in mercantile business for

himself, going to New York to purchase goods, where he was com-

pelled to remain a few weeks until he should attain his majority in order

that he might bo able to make a legal transaction. For more than fifty

years since then he has transacted business in the same place, with the

exception of a few years during the war. and since lsi44 he has carrknl

on his business in the same building, and has never had any loss by tire.
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In 1846 he was married to Anna Marv'in, daughter cf Ebenezer Marvin, of

New York, who came south at an early day. After residing in the south

many years, he returned north and died in Canada Mrs. Streety was
born in New York, and died dune, 18511, leaving two children, Cynthia I.,

widow of Dr. J. P. Muskat. and John P., Jr,, who died during the war.

He was in what was called the Boy Command of Montgomery. One child

died young. Mr. Streety was married A.irril 8:1. 1854, to Ellen A., daugh-

ter of Hugh and Mary McCall, both natives of North Carolina, but who
came to Alabama, settling in Lowndes county in 1818, where they spent

the rest of their lives. He was a farmer, and a justice of the peace for

many years. Mrs. Streety was boni in Lowndes county, and is the

mother of two children, one of whom died in infancy, and the other,

Anne Mary, married W. K. Houghton, an attorney of Birmingham. She
died young, leaving one child, Harry Streety Houghton. In the summer
of 1803 iMr. Streety joined companv D. Fifty-third Alabama mounted
infantry, Hannon's regiment, and was in the office of the quartermaster

of the regiment the remainder of the war This regiment operated in

northern Alabama as a portion of Wheeler's cavalry, was in the Georgia

campaign, and followed Sherman to South Carolina, where it was dis-

banded in May, 1865, Mr. Streety returning home on horseback. During
the war he was home twice on furlough, was never either wounded nor

captured, nor was he ever sick nor in tlie hospital. He was always pres-

ent at roll call, and always ready for duty. During the war his family

lived in Montgomery, but after it was over they returned to Hayneville.

Mr. Streety was appointed county commissioner by Gov. Houston, and

served some years, the only office he ever held. He is the owner of sev-

eral thousand acres of land individually, and the firm of J. P. Streety

& Co. owns considerable land, and also one of the best and most complete

modern cotton gins in the state. It is of the Munger system, 4-60 saw
gins, Pratt's invention. Mr. Streety started with nothing, and through
his own industry and untiring zeal, and superior business qualifications,

has amassed a considerable fortune. He has passed through all the

financial crises of the last fifty years, and, as he expresses it, “has never

struck his colors,” but has alway’s paid 100 cents on the dollar of

all his obligations. He is well known in the commercial world, and
the credit of Streety & Co. stands very high. He is a most genial gen-

ial gentleman, and is a member of the Missionary Baptist churcdi, while

his wife is a member of the Presbyterian church.

Du. Charles Taliaferro \Yeatherly, physician and druggist of

Benton, was born near Atlanta. Ga., in 1852. He is a son of Dr. Job S.

and Eliza G. (Taliaferro) IVeatherly, the former born in IMarlborough

district. S. C., in 1828, and the latter near Atlanta, Ga., in ls33. Mr.

Weatherly, Sr., was well educated, and graduated in medicine from the

university of New York. He at once removed to Georgia, married near

Atlanta, and in ls57 came to Montgomery county, Ala., where he con-
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tinned in active practice until his sudden death in Juh’. 1S91. after a

successful career of nearly half a century. He stood hig-li in his profes-

sion, and was several times president of tlie State Medical association,

and once vice-president of the xVmerican Medical association. He was in

fact one of the most distinguished physicians of the entire .south. He
acted a prominent part in the late war, and all felt that in his death,

Montgomery lost one of its best citizens. He was a Mason, and an Epis-

copalian. He was a son of Job Weatherly, who was of Scotch parents, a

farmer, and died in South Carolina when not more than of middle age.

His death was caused by a wound received in the Mexican war. He had

two sons and two daughters. His wife was a Scotch lady, and also died

in South Carolina. Charles Taliaferro, the father of IMrs. Eliza G.

Weatherly, was a native of Virginia, and removed to Georgia when a

boy. He married there and spent tlie rest of his life there as a farnfer,

and as a cotton dealer the latter part of his life. He was a colonel in

the Mexican war, was a self-made man. and became quite wealthy. His

wife also died in Georgia. Both were members of the ^Methodist Episco-

pal church. Mrs. Weatherly is still living. Dr. Weatherly is the eldest

of a family of eight children, seven sons and one daughter, five of whom
are living. He received his early education at Montgomery, and gradu-

ated from the university of the South at Sewanee, Tenn.. in 1870. He
then read medicine with his father, and in 1?^71 and 1872 he attended

Louisville IMedical college, the next year Charleston Medical college, and

in 1874 graduated from Atlanta Medical college. He practiced with his

father. two years, when he went to his father's old home in South Caro-

lina, and practiced there seven ^mars. He then returned to Benton, where
he has since followed his profession. He is a member of the State

Medical associatioir and of the Lowndes county Medical- society. He is

also a member of the board of censors, ranks high as a physician and is

a member of the Protestant Episcopal church. One of his father's

brothers, Thomas, was a prominent politician in South Carolina, held

various minor offices, and during reconstruction days was a candidnte on

the democratic ticket for governor. Dr. Weatherly's brothers are as fol-

lows; .Tames M.. a prominent attorney of Birmingham, was educated at

Montgomery and Sewanee university, and graduated in law at the uni-

versity of Alabama; Frank G.. a druggist of ^Montgomery; Thaddeus L.

.

of New Mexico, and George G., of Montgomery.

MACON COUNTY.

D. C. ARMSTROXit. the leading rnercliant of Xotasulga, Macon county,

Ala., was born in 1>^41. in Walker county, Ga., and is a son of H. H.
and E. L. (Sloan) Armstrong, boim respectively in Wilkes county, Ga.

,

in 1810, and Edgefield district. S. C., in 1^12. Those parents wei'e mar-

ried in AVaiker county, Ga., and in 1^4o came to Alabama, located in
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>r:icon county, and died in 18SG, and 188S. member.s of the ^Missionary

Baptist cliurch. H. H. Armstrong ^vas a gentleman of considerable

ability, was at one time a'memlierof the Georgia legislature from Wilkes

county, "was an advanced Mason, and a successful business man. His

father, James xVrmstrong. was a native of Scotland, Avas a young man
when he came to the United States, where he married, and held charge

of a Bav)tist church at Savannah, Ga.. but during the war of 1812, sought

refuge in Wilkes county, where he died many years ago. The maternal

grandfather of D. C. Armstrong was Adam Sloan, who died in South

Carolina. The children of H. H. and E. L. (Sloan) Armstrong are nine

in number and are named as follows: Mrs. T. P. Harve^', of Rome. Ga.

;

James, of Main City. Mo.; Col. H. Clay, a prominent citizen of Auburn,

Ala. During the late war he was on Gen. Ross’s staff, later was state

su])erintendent of education, was once a member of the state house of

representatives, and under President Cleveland was United States consul

to Rio Janeiro; he is also one of the leading Masons of the state, being

past grand master of the grand lodge, and past grand high priest of the

chapter. D. C. Armstrong is the fourth born in the family; the fifth is

Mrs. E. Dellridge; the sixth, A. S., deceased, was with Gen. Ross during

the war; the seventh is also deceased, and was named R. D.
;
the eighth

is Mrs. Corrie Reese, of Rome, Ga..’ and the ninth and youngest is R. T.,

of the same city. D. C. Armstrong was educated at Xotasulga, at Ervin

college, Tenn., and at Rome, Ga. In 18G1 he joined company B, Sixth

Alabama reserves, in which he remained until after the first battle of

Manassas; he then went to the front and took part in the fight of Seven
Pines, and following this, in nearly all the engagements of the Virginia

campaign, including Antietam and Gettysburg. At the last-named place

he was severely wounded and captured, and for three months was unable

to turn over. After being confined in Baltimore for a time, he rvas

released, and went to Texas, where he passed four years in the hide and
wool business. He then returned to Alabama, and engaged in merchandis-

ing at Loachapoka, in Lee county, for a few years,, and thence Avent to

Florida, Avliere he passed four years, and finally settled in Xotasulga,

his present place of residence, where he is doing a successful business,

and also has considerable farming interests. His nuxitiuls took ifiace in

1872, with Miss Susie R., daughter of Maj. H. E. .1. Harris, now a resi-

dent of Georgia. IMrs. Armstrong is a natiA’e of SteAvart county, Ga.,

and in religion is a Methodist. Mr. Armstrong is a member of Loacha-
poka lodge, F. A: A. M.. and has serA'ed as its Avorshipful master.

George M. Campbell, senior member of the firm of Campbell &
Wright, bankers and merchants of Tuskegee, Macon county, Ala., and
the oldest firm in the state, Avas born in Montgonuu-y county. Ala.> in

l''2s. a son of Moses and Macy (Gatlin) Campbidl, natives of Meckhm-
klirg, X. C., and Warren county. Ga. Closes Campbell Avent to ^Georgia
when a young man, Avas married there, and in came to Alabama, and

it
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located in Montgomery county, where he improved a farm, resided for

some years, and theD moved to !Macon county, and for a while was engaged
in merchandising in the western part. In 1^36, he was elected circuit

clerk of Macon, l)eing the second person to till the office, and for twelve

years was county tax collector. He located in Tuskegee in 1>?37. and died

in 1858, at the age of seventy-seven years. In 1836-7 he performed active

service in the Indian war, although he had always been on friendly terms

with the savages. His father was a Scotchman, was a Revolutionary

soldier,' and died in North Carolina, leaving two sons, Ivloses and George.

Mrs. Macy Campbell died in Tuskegee in 1888, aged' eighty-eight years.

->he was a daughter of Jephtha Gatlin, who was for many years a farmer

in Butler count}*, Ala., but who died in Florida, in 1874, at the advanced

age of nearly one hundred years. George IV. Campbell, the only child

born to his parents, was educated at Tuskegee, where, at the early age of

fourteen years, in 1843, he began his business career as a clerk, and so

continued until 1849, when he engaged in merchandising on his own
account. In 18'ffi, the firm of Campbell & IVriglu was .formed, and has

proven to be one of the most successful in the state. Merchandising

engaged their .attention almost exclusively, until 1871, when, together

with Mr. E. T. Varner, still living, they constructed the railroad from
Tuskegee to Chehaw, on the Western railroad of Alabama, a distance of

about six miles. This road they have equipped and operated with success

ever since. In 1888 they established the only bank in the county, which
has also proven to be a great success. In December, 1851, Mr. Campbell
married Miss Eliza .lane, daughter of Jolm and Elizabeth Wright. Mr.

Wright, a native of Lincoln county, Ga. . came to Alabama in 1847, located

first in IMacon county, and later moved to what is now Bullock county,

where he died in 1864. Mrs. Campbell was born in Lincoln county, Ga.

,

and died in May, 1892, at the age of fifty -eight years, a sincere member
of the Baptist church. Her eight children were born and named in the

following order: JohnW.. a banker of Mountain Home, Idaho; Macy E.,

w’ife of W. G. iSwanson, of Abilene. Tex. ; Pauline, now 2vlrs. L. W. Mizell,

of Atlanta, Ga. ; Lucerne E.. married to Judge D. G. Hill, of Texas;

George Lee. banker, of Columbia, Ala.; Moses G., of the Atlanta Medical

college; William W., a civil engineer, and Flora, widow of Dr. W. J.

Gautier. The.se children are all temperate, moral, and members of the

Baptist church. Mr. Camjibell is a member of Tu.skegee lodge. No. 57,

F. & A. M.. and for many years has been an energetic worker in the

Baptist church. He began life with no capital save a sterling capacity

for business, but has acquired a fortune and stiinds among the highest in

the financial circles of central Alabama.
James Edward Cobb.—James Edward Cobb was born in Thomaston,

Ga., October 5, T'-'35, and was educated at the schools there until he

reached tbe age of nineteen. Ho then entered the junior class of Eimffiy

college at Oxford, Ga., and was graduated in the summer of l^.'b. He
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then taught school at Foret Valley, Ga.. at a large female school, study-

ing law at the same time. He returned to Thomaston, Ga., and went to

reading law with Hon. Thomas W. Goode, and was admitted to the bar at

Zebulon, Ga.. in Xoveniber. He left soon after for Texas, locating

first at Quitman. Tex., and there began to teach school being without

means, and after four months’ teaching opened a law office. A year later

he moved to Henderson, Tex., and opened a law office and practiced law

until 18G0, when the town was burned. Mr. Cobb lost by this fire his

library and liis clothing. His loss was a great blow to his advancement.

He then went to Galveston. Tex., but not finding an opening there went
to Liberty, Tex., where he engaged in teaching. AVhile out looking for

a place in which to locate, he walked iUO miles from Henderson

to Beaumont. He taught school at Liberty until Texas seceded, when he
joined a company, which afterward became company F, of the Fifth Texas
volunteers, of the army of northern Virginia. Mr. Cobb joined as a

private, but on the organization of the company was made second lieuten-

ant, and served as such until early in 1802, when he was made first

lieutenant, and served as such up to the battle of Gettysburg. In that

fight he was captured, and was taken to Fort McHenry near Baltimore,

thence to Fort Delaware, and a month later to Johnson’s Island, where he

remained until February, 1803. He was then tajeen to Point Lookout to

be exchanged, but was not exchanged, and a month or two later with 000

others, was taken down to Charleston Harbor to be placed before the

Federal batteries. He was not so exposed, retaliation being threatened.

Six weeks later, he was taken to Fort Pulaski, and thence back to Fort
Delaware, and was not released from there until Gen. Lee surrendered.

Mr. Cobb was in the following battles; Gaines Farm and IMah'ern Hill.

"When McClellan was being pressed back in the swamps of the Chicka-

hominy, Mr. Cobb took chills and ague, and was furlouglued, returning in

time to join his command at Shar])sburg on the battle field; then he was
next in the battle of Fredericksburg February 11, and 12, then on with

Gen. Lee to Pennsylvania, then to Gettysburg, where he was captured, at

Round Top on the second day of the fight. After the war, he returned

to Thomaston, Ga.. and after resting a little while he went to Ids present

home, Tuskegee. Ala., where he opened a law office, going into partner-

ship with Gen. George W. Gunn in the practice of law. This partnership

continued from December, 1805. to October, lt<07, when he dissolved the

partnership and opened an office alone. After practicing alone sometime,

he formed a partnership with Hon. Robert F. Ligon. afterward lieutenant-

governor of Alabama, and the partnership continued until November,
1874, when his partner was elected lieuteiuint-governor and Mr. Cobb him-

self was elected judge of the ninth judicial curcuit. comprising at that

time Macon. Tallai)oosa, Chambers. Lee and Russell counties. He served
six years (one term) and shortly before the general election of his

circuit was made the fifth circuit, composed of Macon, Tallapoosa and
» ti
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Chnmbors of the old circuit, t(< \vluch was added Elmore. Autauga. Chil-

ton, Bibb, Coosa and Kandolph, and he was elected judge of the new
circuit. He served six .years. In the summer of 18.^0, he was elected for

the third time, witliout opposition, receiving all the votes cast by both

parties. Before rpmlifving as judge, he was, in September, 18^6, nomi-

nated for congress by the democrats to represent the fifth congressional

district. H.e at once resigned the office of judge, and made the race, wms
elected and served in the fifthiech congress. He was re-elected to the

fifty-first, to the fifty-second and the fifty-third congresses. His record

in congress has been a brilliani and useful one. Judge Cobb was
married October 24, 1807. to Miss Caroline E. Hunter, daughter of Dr.

James W. Hunter of Tuskegee. Ala., and to them were born seven

children, of whom six now survive. .Judge Cobb's father, William A. Cobb,

was born in Columbia county, Ga., in 1798, and his mother was *.Jane

MacMurphy. a native of Augusta. Ga. William A. Cobb served in the

Indian war of 1836. in Florida. He was for thirty years elected to the

office of ordinary of U])son county, Ga., where had moved soon -after his

marriage, about 1^24. He finally settled in Thomaston, Ga., and engaged
in business there. He held the office of ordinaiy at his death in 1877.

Thomas C. Drakeford. of the finn ofT. C. Drakeford & Co., general

merchants, Tuskegee, Ala., was born in Kershaw district. S. C., in 1833,

and is a .son of .John and Sarah A. (Carlos) Drakeford, natives of South
Carolina, and born respectively in 1799 and 1812. In 1836 the family

came to Alabama, located at Montgomery, moved to Tuskegee the next

year, remained a year or two, went back to Montgomery for another

year, and finally settled in Tuskegee. where Mr. Drakeford died in 18JS,

and ]\Irs. Drakeford in 1859—he a member of the Missionary Baptist

church, and she of the Christian church. While in South Carolina, Mr.

John Drakeford had followed farming, but on coming to Alabama engaged
in merchandising, which occupied his attention until his retirement to

private life, a short time before his death. The Drakeford family are of

English descent; the Carlos family are of Spanish extraction; and both

reached America long before the Kevolutionary war freed the country

from the control of England. William Drakeford. a brother of John'

Drakeford, father of the .John named above, held the rank of colonel in

patriot army. William C. Carlos, the maternal grandfather of Thomas C.

Drakeford, was a farmer, and died in ^Montgomery county many 3’ears

ago. Thomas C. Drakeford was the second born in a family of six sons

and three daughters. Of these, William H. was a member of company A.

Third Alabama infantry, and was in all probability killed at Gettysburg,

as he was never seen or heard of after that great battle. Thomas C. was
educated at Tu.skegee, and at the age of eighteen years engaged as a

clerk in mercantile business, which has occupied his attention ever since,

he being now the oldest and most successful merchant in the„ county,

having begun on his own account after the accumulation of a few hundred
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dollars, saved from his salary as dork. He has also invested somewhat

in real estate, ivhic-h he rents. The marriage of Mr. Drakoford was

solemnized November 1.'), 1^70. with Mrs. S C Dryer, daughter of Ben-

jamin Dryer, a North Carolinian, but an eaxdy settler in Montgomery
county, Ala. This lady was born in Mentgomery county, and is the

mother of four sons. Thomas and Benjarrdn Dryer, by her tiist husband,

and John H. and William C. by her second husband. Mr. Drakoford has

had his experience as a soldier, having early in joined a company of

partisan rangers, which was subsequently attached to the Fifty'-sixth

Alabama regiment of cavalry, and was known as company A. He saw
service in northern Mississippi. AlabamOi and Georgia, and in North and

South Carolina, and served until the dose of the war. being near Greens-

boro, N. C., at the surrender. To the marriage of John and Sarah A.

Drakeford were born the following children: May A.., w’iie of W. Tb.

Benham, West Point, Ga. ; Thomas C., wdiose name heads this sketch;

John S., present tax collector of Macon county, Ala.; Elizabeth, married

to T. J. Calhoun, of Montgomery, Ala.; Paul, Alexander H., business

partner of Thomas C. ;
Sallie, wife of George Sandusky, of Kentucky,

and Rich P., who died in infancy.

Judge William H. Hurt was born in Macon county, Ala., in 184G,

the only son of Elisha Fletcher and Amanda A. (Marshall) Hurt, natives

of Putnam county and Talbot county, Ga. E. F. Hurt was a boy when
brought by his parents to Russell county, Ala., where he received a com-

mon school education, and grew to manhood. Returning to Georgia,

after reaching his majority, he married Miss Marshall, in Talbot county,

and then located in Macon county, Ala., where he died in the prime of

life, when Judge Hurt was but an infant. He had Avon for himself the

reputation of being a skillful and iirogressive farmer, and an upright citi-

zen. He was one of the large family of Henry Hurt, who was probably

of English descent, and Avho came from Georgia to Russell county, xVla.,

at a very early day in the history of the state. After the death of her
husband, Mrs. Amanda A. Hurt Avas married to James T. Burt, and died

in Lee county, Ala., about 1880. She Avas a daughter of Hon. William B.

Marshall, of Talbot county, Ga.. a man of much prominence, who had
been a member of the state legislature, and of the secession convention

of 18G1. By A’ocatiou, he Avas a farmer and mechanic. William H. Hurt
was reared a farmer boy, and at the early age of fifteen, in ISiil. joined

company C, Fifteenth Alabama infantry, and took ])art in many of the

hardest fought battles of \'irginia. including Winchester, Port Republic,

seven days around Richmond. Cross Keys, second iManassas, Har[)er's

Ferry, Sharpsburg, Fredericksimrg and Gettysburg. Avliere he Avas cap-

tured July 2, 1YG3, and confined in Fort Delaware until June. IyGT), nearly

tAvo years. He serA'ed as orderly-sergeant of his company during a p/or-

tion of his term of sei’vice, and Avas once .sliglitly Avounded. t)n his

return home, he attended school a short time, and then engaged in farm-
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ing, which has been his life-long pursuit. Jn 1867 he inurricd Miss The-

resa E., daughter of Dr. James S. Mooic\ of tleorgia. but a'a eariy settler

of Macon county. Ala., whose death occurred at IVai rior Stand, Ala.,

shortly aftei- the close of the war. Ke wa.s a graduate of West Point

Military academy in the class with Robert E. Leo. aijd was for many
years a successful physician. ?\Irs. Hurt was born in Macon county,

became the mother of five children -all stdi 'iving—and died, a devout

Methodist, in Avtgust. In 18^8 the judge married Mary Jessie, a

daughter of Prof. G. A. Cranberry, now a teacher at Dolhen. Ala., but

formerly of Harris county, Ga., w'hore Mrs. Hurt wuis born. From 1875

to 1880, Mr. Hurt served as tax collector of Macon county; in 1886 he

was elected probate judge, and was re-elected in lG)r. so satisfactory had

been his attention to his duties. He :s a member of Tuskegee lodge,

No. 57, F. A A. M., is a member of the F.nights and Legion of Honor,

and, with his wife, of the Methodist Episcopal church.

John Mas.sey, LL. D., president of the Alabama Conlerence Female
college, at Tuskegee, Ala., is a native of Choctaw' county, Ala., and was
born in 1834, the son of Drewry and Vashti (Gorham) Massey, of South

Carolina. Drewry Massey was cpiite a young man when he left his native

state and W'ent to Tennessee, whence he came to Alabama and located in

Choctaw' county, where he followed farming. He served in the war of

1812, under Gen. Andrew Jackson, and died in 1849, at the age of about

sixty-five years, a member of the Baptist church, his w'idow survivinghim
until 1857. These were the parents of three (Jiildren, viz. : Drewry, who
was killed at Resaca, Ga., in 1864, whil«' serving as a private in the

Tw'enty-third Alabama infantry, in which he enlisted in l'^62; .Joel, who
died before the w'ar, and John, whose name introduces this sketch. The
last named was reared on a farm and received his preliminary education

at the common schools: he then passed six years in Clarke county, Miss.,

under the tutelege of Dr. S. S. Mellen, and three years at the State uni-

versity of Alabama, from which he graduated in 1862. He was then

requested by the president of the university to accept an assistant pro-

fessorship, but the war had aroused his patriotism, and he determined to

try a soldier's life. Accordingly, in 1862, he joined Hilliard’s legion

—

later known as the Alabama legion—of w'hich he was made adjutant of the

first battalion, and operated in the department of east Tennessee until

1864. w’hen, V>y special request of the president of the State university of

Alabama, the governor of the state a]>pointed him to an assistant profes-

sorship in that institution of learning, which position he held until the

buildings wei'e destroyed, xVpril 3. 186)5. After the close of the Avar he
returned to his natiA'e county, where he tauglit school for a year with
marked success. He Avas then offered the presidency of the Centenary
institute at Summerfield, Avliich offer ho accepted, and for eight years
successfully managed that institution. Ih' then moA'od to iSIobjle, and
after teaching two years in Mobile lie Avas chosen president of the Ala-
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Conference Female colleu'e. This college is situated on a high ridge that

constitutes the dividing line between the cotton and mineral belts of

Alabama. Occupying a position midway between the debilitating tem-

perature of the extreme south and the rigor of a more northern latitude,

it is highly favored in the uniformity and salubrity of its climate. As
may be seen by reference to the statistical maps published Ijy the gov-

ernment at Washington. Tuskegee is located in a small area which is

less liable to malarial diseases than any other portion of Alabama, middle

Georgia or middle Tennessee. The idea of founding this school was the

conception of INIrs. INIai'tha Alexander, who. though “dead, yet speaketh”

through her philanthropic enterprise. It was chartered liy the legislature

of Alabama in 1654. under the name of Tuskegee Female college, and its

title and management were placed in the bands of a board of trustees. It

was organized and began its career February 11, 1856. Under its origim^l

name it continued to prosecute its work until 1872, when the Alabama
conference became the owners of the pro2)erty in fee-simple, had the

name changed by legislative action to Alabama Conference Female 'col-

lege, and appointed a board of managers to supervise its administration.

This board makes contracts with the president, wdio employs the poach-

ers and manages its affairs. The first president was the Rev. A. A. Lijis-

comb, D. D.. LL. D. The superior msthetic and literaiy culture of Dr.

Lipscomb crowned the enterprise with eminent success from the outset,

and gave tone to an educational movement of a unique and elevated order,

in which taste and criticism found a higher developement than has been
hitherto, attempted in female education. In 1859 Dr. Li]iscomb retired,

and Dr. G. IV. F. Price was placed in charge of the institution. In 1862

the board of trustees sold the property to the Rev. Jesse Wood, who
assumed control of the school. In 1863 Mr. Wood sold the property to

Dr. C. D. Elliott, who managed its affairs until the spring of 1865. when
Dr. Price was again placed in the presidency, which he held until 1872.

In 1872 the Rev. H. D. Ploore, D. D.. was placed in charge of the insti-

tution by the board of managers, and presided until December, 1875,

when he was recalled to the work of the ministry. Upon his retirement

the Rev. E. L. Lovelace, D. D., the preacher in charge of Tuske'gee Station,

filled the vacancy for the remainder of the school year. In June, 1876,

John Massey was elected president by the board of managers for a term
of five years. At the expiration of this term, in 1881, he was re-elected

for another term of five years. In 1886. he was re-elected for a third

term of five years. In l^Ol, he was re-elected for a fourth term of five

years. Dr. Massey has proven himself to be one of the foremost educa-

tors in the south, and since assuming the presidency of this college has
been earnestly solicited to accept the presidency of several of the most
prominent colleges of Georgia and Alabama, but has steadfastly declined

relinquishing liis }>resent position. Dr. klassey was first married, in 1.^66,

to Miss Fredonia A. Ta^'lor, of Clarke county, Ala., who died in 1^1. In
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1873 he Avas again maL’ried to Ivliss Elnora F. Dallas, a native of Greene
county. Ala., and a daughter of Alexander Dallas, a Scotchman by
birth, but an early settler -of Greene county, where he was extensively

engaged in planting. Dr. iMassey has been a consistent member of the

ISIethodist Episcopal church, soiuh, since he was twenty years of age, and

is also a member of the Knights of Honor. His degree of LL. D. was
conferred ujion him bj’ the university of Alabama in isfiO.

Neil C. Smith, deceased, was one of the most prominent business

men of Tu.skegee, for many years. He was born and reared in Edgetield

district, S. C.. and there married Caroline M. Henesee. a native of the same
state. In 1857, Mr. Smith and his Avife came to Alal)ama and settled in

Tuskegee. Avhere Mr. Smith engaged in carriage and Avagon manufactur

ing. and continued so employed until his death. He Avas an energetic,

industrious, progressive and honest citizen—a Mason and a Methodist. He
was the eldest child born in a family of one son and eight daughters, Avhose

father, a Scotchman, came to America when a young man, and was mar-

ried in South Carolina, to a Miss BoatAvright. Mr. Smith was promi-

nent as a Baptist minister; a sister of his, the only other member of the

family that came to the United States, married HeAL Mr. White, also a

Baptist minister. aa’Iio erected the first Baptist church in SaA'annah, Ga.

Mrs. K’eil C. Smith Avas a daughter of John Henesee, a carriage dealer

and general speculator of Columbia. S. C. She died in 1884, aged about

sixty-six years, a Methodist, and the mother of six sons and tAVO daugh-

ters, AHz.: John C., aa'Iio died in 18‘J2. a A'ery prominent man of Tuskegee,

and Avho, on the death of his father, took charge of the business, and, in

1867, changed the firm name to that of John C. Smith & Bro., under

which Style the surviA’ing brother still tioes business. For some years

past a furniture department has been carried on in connection Avith the

carriage trade, and the company also run a grist mill, and a cotton-gin,

and since 188'^, have operated the Tuskegee oil-mill. At the beginning of

the AAar the estate Avas \uvlued at 800.060, and consisted mostly of tiogroes.

which were, of course, lost; but good management has restored the con-

cern to its former i)rosperity. Mr. John C. Smith was once sheritf of

Macon county. Avas ahA’ays actiA’e in public affairs, and in the church; he

was also one of the board of managers, and a member of the executive

committee of the Alabama Conference Female college. He left a Avife

and three children. The secontl son of Neil C. Smith. Avas George H.,

deceased, aa’Iio Avas captain of a battery stationed at Mobile most of the

time during the AATir; afterAvard. he became a member of the carriage

and furniture firm. Ellen L. is the elder of the tAA’o sisters. The fourth

child is Campliell E., the senior member of the present firm, aa'Iio, at the

breaking out of the Civil A\'ar, Avas one of the first to otfer his services to

the Confederacy, by enlisting in company C. Third Al;d)ama infantry,

early in 1"^G1. His first active service aams at Pensacola for abcpit six

AA’eeks, Avhen he Avas transferred to Virginia. AA'here, Avith the exception
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of the first battle of Manassas, he fought in every engagement' in which

the great army of Virginia participated, serving as core-oral all through,

and never absenting himself save once, when he had a furlough homo for

thirty days. At Gettysburg, he was woundied in the shoulder and in the

head, which disabled him for a few weeks, when he was again at the

front, and remained there until the suriender at Appomattox, since when
he has passed all his time with the carriage and wagon firm. Tlie fifth

member of the family, Charles Alexander, now a member of the firm,

was also a soldier in the late war, in the same command, wms cajMured

at Petersburg, early in 1SC5, and imprisoned at Point Lookout until the

close. The sixth child, James D. . deceased, was in the sume corps

with his brother, George H., from some time in 1863. The youngest son,

Dr. M. M. Smith, a graduate of the Kentnck37 Medical college, at Louis-

ville, is a resident of Birmingham. Ala., wlicre he stands at the head of

his profession. The younger daughter, and youngest child. Mattie,

deceased, was the wife of Rev. "VYiley Denson, a Presbyterian divine.

Charles IV. Thompson, i)rominent as a banker and merchant of Tus-

kegee, is a native of Macon county, Ala., and a sou of William P. and
Mary Wb (Jordan) Thompson, who were respectively born in Talladega

county, Ala., in 1839, and near Richmond. Va., in 1840. Mrs. Mary W.
Thompson came to Alabama with her parents, and was married in Macon
county, where she still resides; William P. Thompson died in .January,

1891. He had passed nearly all his life in Macon county, and although

possessed of limited capital at the start, became one of the county's most
successful and w'ealthy merchants, and held the imjfiicit confidence and
esteem of the community. He served tiirough the late war as a private

in the Forty-third Alabama infantry, and also served as sheriff of Macon
county from 1880 until 1884. He died a iNlason, and a member of the

Primitive Baptist church. His father, Alfred Thompson, died about

1882, in Macon county, of which he was a i^ioneer farmer. He had three

sons in the Confederate army, viz. : James, who was killed at Atlanta,

July 22, 1864, while serving with the Forty-third Alabama, William P.,

as already mentioned, and Robert, who was also a member of the Forty-

third regiment. Cliarles W. Thompson is the eldest of a family of nine

sons and two daughters. He was educated at Tuskegee, and in 1880, at

the age of twenty years, assumed charge of his father's mercantile busi-

ness, which he has ever since controlled with marked ability, doing now
a trade that reaches the immense sum of 8100.000 per annum. In 1890 he
organized the Tuskegee Alliance Warehouse company, of which he is tlie

present secretary and treasurer. He is also largely interested in plant-

ing, and is one of the shi’ewdest and most successful business men of

the county. Ho is a member of the city council, and in I'r'Sa was county
superintendent of education. His marriage took place in 1880, to Miss
Estolla, daughter of William Alley, a machinist, who is now deceased.

2Q*
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Tuskegee is the hirthplace of Mrs. Thompson, and in its Female insti-

tute she received her education, being a refined and cultured Christian,

lady. Mr. Thompson is C. C. of the K. of P. council. No. KC. and is a

member of the A. L. of II. , also a steward of the IMethodist Episcojial

church, and Sunday school superintendent.

William H. Wright, of the firm of Campbell & Wright, bankers, and
doing business at Tuskegee, Macon county. Ala., was born in Lincoln

county, Ga., in 1^27, the son of Hon. John and Elizabeth (Walker) Wright,

natives of Columbia and Lincoln county, Ga. IMrs. Wright died in her

native county in 1840, and in 1847 IMr. .lohn- Wright came to what is

now Bullock county, where he died in 1803, aged about sixty-seven years.

He was a farmer in his calling, but he was a man of much prominence
among his neighbors, having served as their representative in the

Georgia legislature. John H. AValker. the maternal grandfather of Will-

iam H. Wright, was a native of Kentucky, but died in AYalton county,

Ga., having followed farming during life. William H. Wright is the

second in a family of four sons and three daughters, born to his parents,

as follows: Mary, widow of Charles B. Dill; William H. ; James, deceased,

a private in the Confederate army during the Civil war, but w'ho was
chiefly employed in a recruiting camp, owing to disability physically;

Martha, deceased wife of J. B. Neal; Eliza,I., deceased wife of Geoi’ge W.
Campbell; John, who served all through the late war, but is now
deceased, and Ivloses, wdio was a soldier until 18G4, when he died in the

hosjiital at Eichmond, Va. William H. Wright came to Alabama wfith

his father, and after following his calling of farmer for a year or two, at

the age of twenty-one entered the employ of Bedell & Lanier as clerk.

In 1852 he became a partner of G. W. Campbell, his brother-in-law. In

the fall of 18l)3 he joined Wheeler's cavalry, served as a private, was
later in the ordnance department, and at the close of the war wuis an ord-

nance officer in Hannon's brigade. He was in the Georgia campaign, fol-

lowed Gen. Sherman to the Carolinas, and surrendered at the close, near

Columbia. After the restoration of peace he passed a year and a half in

the store, Init the firm at that time purchased a plantation near "Cnion

Springs, of which he had the management for five years, when, in 1871,

E. T. Varner, L. V. Alexander and Campbell & AVright built the Tuske-

gee railroad, of which he has had control ever since, and has managed
with much success. Mr. Wright was married in December, 1858, to Miss

Lucy, daughter of Alfred and Nancy Carter, natives of Georgia, whence
they came to Butler county. Ala., in ispj. and where Mrs. AVriglit was
born. The children born to this union were ten in numbei’, of whom
seven are still living, viz.: Ida, wife of S. B. .lohnston; George C., of

Tuskegee; James C., chief engineer of the Savannali, Americus & Mont-
gomery railroad; Lorraine, Inez, Bessie and Moses. Capt. AVright is a

member of Tuskenee lodge, F. A A. M. No. 57, and, altliough not an

ofiice-seeker, is a stanch supporter of the democratic party.
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' MADISON COUNTY.

Milton Columbus Baldridge. M. D., eldest son of William F. and
Elizabeth Caroline (Mitchell) Baldridge, was born in Coruersville,

Marshall county, Tenn., Ma^" 12, l's22, being a descendent of Scotch-Trish

parents. William P. Baldridge was born in North Carolina in 1809, and
moved with his jiarents to Gile.s county, Tenn.. where, in due time, he
learned the tanner's trade, in which business he was subsequently engaged
for many years. In 1854 he located near Huntsville, Madison county,

Ala., at which place he established the first fruit nursery in that portion

of the country. His wife having died in 1806. he married Miss D. H.

McDonnald of Huntsville. Ala., and subsequently moved to Plano, Tex.,

where he died IMay 31, 1891. Milton C. Baldridge was reared on a farm,

receiving only a limited education in the common schools of the country.

At the age of sixteen he chose the vocation of his father, and accord-

ingly followed the tanner’s trade for several years, but being desirous to

acquire a more liberal education, in order that he might be prepared for

a wider field of usefulness, he again returned to school for a preliminary

training, preparatory to the study of medicine. Accordingly he began
the study in 1850, near Florence, Ala., under the instructions of Dr. Jef-

ferson P. Mitchell. Tn 1853 he attended lectures in the Medical college of

Ohio, at Cincinnati, and practiced medicine under a license from a state

board of examiners until 1874, when he graduated in Bellevue Hospital

Medical college. New York. At the breaking out of hostilities between
the states, he connected himself with the medical department of the Con-

federate army, and served as assistant surgeon in the Twenty-seventh

Alabama, and the Forty-eighth Tennessee, regiments respective!}",' for a
time, until failing health compelled him to abandon the service. After

the close of the war, he located in Madison county, where for several

years his practice was large and remunerative, until 1871, when that

location was changed to the city of Huntsville, since which time he has

been continuously engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery. The
doctor is ex-president of the State IMedical association, grand senior

counselor, president of the Madison count}' Medical society, chairman of

the board of medical examiners, memVrer of the Amer. Public Health

association, and fellow of the Southern Surgical and Gynecological asso-

ciation. He has contributed several papers to medical journals, and the

transactions of the State 5Iedical association. Though the doctor has

been abundant in [U'ofessional labors for nearly forty years, he has

devoted much time to benevolent and charitable institutions. Being a

member of all IMasonic bodies, from entered ajiprentice, to the Scottish

Rite, Knight Templar inclusive: also an Odd Fellow. Knight of Pythias,

and Knight of Honor. Tlie doctor was married .Tanuary 16, l'^55, to Miss
N. C. Neeley, eldest daughter of Anderson P. and Eliza M. Netdey of

Lauderdale county, Ala. Unto them were born seven children, namely:
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J ,mes Alexander. A^iola Beatrice, Mollie Betcie, Felix Erlg.ir, Stella Cor-

lin, Percy, and Katie. The doctor's wife died April lo, ld7S, and Sep-

tember Id. IS'^O, he married Miss El la ii*!.. daughter of Andrew and

Sarah E. Johnson of Hunts^dlle, Ala. To this marr^ng’o was born one

son, Milton C., .Jr. The doctor and his wife are members of the Methodist

Episcopal church, soutli. in which he ha.s served as steward from 1856

until the present time.

Henry S. Br.vdford, of Huntsville, Ala,, was born in Madison
county, Ala., near Huntsville. March 15, 1856. and was educated at Hunts-

ville. He was engaged in farming until 1^01. when he removed to Hunts-

ville to educate his children. He is an encampment Odd Fellow, and a

member of the iSIethodist Episcopal clim-ch. He was married March 27,

1878, to Dora Hereford, daugliter of Dr Hereford, of aladison county,

Ala., and to them -were born five children: Sallie 'vV, . Maine D., Annie,

Martha and Roberta. The lather of Iv[r. Bradford was H. G. Bradford,

of Madison county, Ala. He married Susan 'Ward, of that county, and

they had two children —Sallie, wife of Dr, E. G. Case, of Hopkinsville,

Ky.
,
and Henry S., of Huntsville. In 1892, Mr. Bradford was elected

a trustee of the Huntsville Female college.

JuDCiE Robert Coman Brickell is a native of Colbert county, Ala.,

but now a resident of Madison county. His father, who came from North
Cai’olina, was a printer and journalist in Huntsville. Tuscumbia and
'Athens, and represented Limestone in the house in 18.32. His mother
w'as the sister of Hon. J. P. Coman, of Limestone. The son was born

in 1824, and labored in the printing oftice of his father to obtain money
to secure his education. He then read law under .Tudge Coleman in

Athens, and was admitted to the bar about the 3'ear 1844. Repeated
failures in his early professional career were occasioned by his diffidence,

but persistence has crowned his efforts with such success that he ranks

among the first lawyers of the state. In 1846, he came to Aladison, where
he has since resided. Only in 1856 was he a candidate for oftice. and then

within the line of his profession. It was for supreme court judge, but he
withdrew his name. He is a "book-worm.” and has a ‘singularly reten-

tive memory, which he a})plies with great advantage. His arguments are

profound, and he is sure ' to make the worse side appear the better.
'

He has long been a'ssociated in the practice witli Gen. L. P. Walker. Of
late, he has devoted much of his time to a digt'st of chancery decisions,

_which will crown his hard-earned fame when published. Mr. Brickell is

small of stature and delicate.

Dr. P. L. BitouiLLETTE. of Huntsville. Ala., was born in Vincennes,

Inch, September 3, 1814. He was educated in the preparatory schools of

his homo, and at the age of twenty-foui’ took up the' study of medicine

with Dr. A. Patton, at Vincennes, and graduated at the Ohio IMedical

college in 1871. After locating in Worthington. Ind., and practicing

thirteen years, he located in H‘'4 in Huntsville, where he still practices
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his profession. During his residence in Indiana hi- was a member of the

Indiana state iSIedical society, and has published a number of valuable

papers in medical journals, one of which, ‘‘intestinal Obstruction,”

attracted considerable attention, when pubiisu.ed in the Alabama Medical

and Surgical Age. He belongs to the Madison county IMedical society,

and the State IMedical society, of Alabama. Dr. P. L. Brouillette was
rcarried, in 1885, to Mary L., daughter of Vv. C. Andrews, of Worthing-

ton, Ind., by whom he had one daughter—Kaliia.rine. The doctor is the

son of M. L. Brouillette. of Indiana, a life-long resident and farmer of

Vincennes. He married Jane E. Langdon and' they were the parents of

eleven children, of tvliom the following eight are living; Dora, widow of

B. P. Wigginton, of Terre Haute. Ind.
;
Samuel L. ; Dr. P. L. ;

Helen, wife

of Dr. Jett, Clay City. Ind.: I.eila: Alice, wife of James A. Austin, of

Worthington, Ind.; M. L.. of Vigo county, Ind., and Anna. The doctor's

father died in 1809, and his mother in 1891. The Bro'cilleltes are of

French extraction, but the founders of the American branch of the family

came from Canada. Dr. Brouillette is a member of the Episcopal church.

James L. Darwin, physician and surgeon of Huntsville, was born in

Madison county. Ala.. July 8, 1859. He began his education in the schools

of his home, and continued his studios at the Agricultural and IMechanical

institute at Auburn. Ala., but ill health necessitated his withdrawal from
this institution before he had finished the courses prescribed there.. To
recuperate his failing health, he wenr into the mercantile business with

his father, in Huntsville, and remained with him six years. In 1885 he
w'ent to Bellevue hospital medical college. N. Y.. and graduated there-

from in 1888. and was appointed on the staff of the Harlem hospital,

which he resigned soon after, to accept a position on the resident staff of

the New York cancer hospital, where he served one year, and in 1890,

returned to Huntsville, where he has since practiced with good success.

He belongs to the Madison county Medical society, and the Alabama
state medical association, and is a licensed practitioner of the state of

New" York. He is also a*K. P., and a member of the Episcojial church.

Dr. Darwin's father is Sidney F. Darwin, a native of Madison county,

who is, and has been, for forty years, engaged in mercantile business in

Huntsville. In 1850 he married Mary Lanier, of Madison county, by whom
there were eight children, the following six of whom survive: Dr. .Tames L.

:

Mary S., wife of S. TV. Harris, of Huntsville; Dixie, wife of Dr. S. J.

McGrew of Shelby ville, Tenn. ; George, of Huntsville; Belle and Wbilter.

Sidney Darwin Avas a soldier in the Confederate service fi-om 18(3l! to 18Go,

a member of Ward's battery, but connected with the commissary depart-

ment.

John Jefferson Dement, IvI. D. (deceased), was born on the 13th of

May, 1830, in Madison county, Ala., and is a son of John and CeliaWb iLowe)
Dement. John Dement was a native of Sumner county. Tenn. He
received a common school education, became a good, substantial farmer
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and served as a justice of tlie peace. He was married in 1819. and came
at once to Madison county, Ala., which was thereafter his home. He
died in 1848. and his wife in 13"2. They raised eiyht children, viz.

:

Alfred T.. now deceased; Susan, wife of G. B. Smith, of Phillips county.

Ark.; John J., Elverton ,F.. Cornelia J., -widow of Robert Hereford;

Mattie E., -wife of L. B. Blu’i-us, of Arkansas; Kate, wife of R. P. Thomp-
son, of Madison county; and Lowe, a soldier under Pirecki-nridge in the

'late war, and was killed ac .Jack.son, Miss. .John Dement was a son of

Charles Dement, a native of North Carolina, and one of the ]>ioneers of

Sumner county, Tenn. He raised a large faudly, viz.; Cader, Charles,

Abner, James, David, John, and two daughters, Mildred and Clara.

There is a tradition that three brothers of this name came from France
in the colonial days, and were soldie-rs in the Revolution. One settled in

Tennessee, one in Maryland, and the third went -west. John J. De’ment

at twenty began the study of medicine at MeridiarD. iile, Ala., under

Dr. G. A. Wynche, notv at Bossier parish, La. He took his first medical

'

course at Louisville, in the winter of 18ol-52; went to Philadelphia and
graduated from the medical department of the university^ of Pennsyl-

vania, in 1853. He then located at Meridianville. -where he practiced

with success until 1862, when he was commissioned surgeon in the Con-

federate armyy and -was assigned to the T-v\’ent\'- seventh Alabama regi-

ment. He served -wfith this regiment until the surrender of Fort Donel-

son, when he was sent a prisoner to Camp Chase, and. later, to Johnson's

Island. He -was released in June, 1862. In August, 1862, Dr. Dement
was assigned to the Forty-ninth Georgia regiment, at Gordonsville, Va..

under Gen. Jackson, and remained -with this regiment until it was sur-

rendered at Appomattox, and during this time was surgeon of Gen. Ed. L.

Thomas’s brigade. He was in all the battles in which his brigade par-

ticipated. After the war he came to Huntsville and practiced there until

his death. He was, for a few years, a member of the American IMedical

association, and a member of the Americcin Pulilic Health association. He
was a member of the Medical association of APabama. and was its presi-

dent in 1^76; was president of the state board of censors; a member of .•

the Madison county' Medical society*; a member of the Masonic fraternity*,

Knights of Honor. Knights of Py*thias, Ancient Order United IVorkmen,

and a Knight Templar; was vice-president of tpe Home Protection Fire

Insurance company. For many y*ears he was ]iresident and an active

member of the board of trustees of Huntsville Female college, since its

foundation a member of the board of trustees of Vanderbilt university*;

was twelve y*ears a member of the board of trustees of Alabama Insane

hospital; was surgeon-general of Alabama militia for eight y*ears under

Govs. Houston and Cobb, and declined to act longer. He was appointed

by Gov. Seay as one of the examiners under tlie color blind law.

Dr. Dement never sought office, bvit when it was tendered him lie-consid-

ered it his duty* to accept. He was married January* 27, lt;69, to Miss
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Cornelia C., daughter of Dr. Henry A. Binford, of Huntsville. They had

seven children: Henry B., Robert S.. Sarah B., John J._ William R., and

Susie. Dr. Dement s mother was a daughter of Jesse and Susannah Lowe.

They raised the following children: George E., a farmer, who died in

Virginia: Thomas, of Mississippi; John J., Mary, of west Tennessee;

Martha, who died in Alabama, and Celia W. Dr. Dement died August 10,

1892. For the last live or six years before his death his health had been

failing, compelling him to retire somewhat from his practice, and during

the last year of his life he failed very rapidly. Six weeks before his

death he went to Lithia Springs, Ga., and died in his chair on the bal-

cony of the .hotel two hours before his intended departure for his home.

The remains were interred at Huntsville. In 1889 the doctor's son,

John J.
,
died, aged eight years.

Dr. Henry Arthur Binford was born in Virginia, February 17, 1811.

He was a descendant of a long line of ancestors of the Binford-Lee fami-

lies, who made their home in Virginia in the early settling of that grand

old state. His mother, whose maiden name was Grace D. Lee, was
closely related to Robert E. Lee, the famous general of the Confederacy

in the late war between the states. His parents moved from Virginia

when he was quite young and settled on Indian creek, seven miles west

of Huntsville, Ala., where they resided up to of their death.

Dr. Binford v.ms provided with a liberal education, and after' the usual

I course of study of medicine, entered the uniYersity of Pennsylvania, at

Philadelphia, where he graduated in 1835; returning home he began the

practice of medicine. In 1836, October 20, he was united in marriage to

Sarah E. Brandon, daughter of Thomas Brandon, of Huntsville, Ala. He
was a close student and a successful physician, was actively engaged in

the practice of his profession for forty years in Huntsville and its

vicinity. Professionally and socially he ranked with the highest in the

state. He was a man of noble qualities, genial disposition, sympathetic

in his nature, generous to a fault, and beloved by all who knew him. It

has been often said of him: “He was nature's nobleman." He died of

paralysis, April 15, 1875, at the age of sixtj'-four years, at the residence

of his son-in-law. Dr. J. J. Dement, in Huntsville, Ala.

"VViLLiAM H. Echols, a well-known and successful cotton factor of

Huntsville, was born in that city. March 11, ls34. He went first to the

schools of Huntsville, and at the age of twenty years he was appointed
to a cadetship at the United

, States Military academy at West Point,

w'here he graduated with honor in the class of 1858, and at once, entered

the United States engineer corps, and assigned to duty at San Antonio.
Tex., and did duty there until the war broke out. When Alabama
seceded from the Union, he resigned his commission and offered the
services of his sword to his native state, and was appointed captain of

engineers and assigned to Fort Jackson, La., and remained _^there one
month and was sent to Savannah, Ga.

,
to superintend the defenses of
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that city. In .Tune, 1802, he was sent to Charleston, S. C.. and made
major of the encrineering' corps oi the department of South Carolina,

charged with the general defenses of Charleston. Here he remained
until the war closed. His reports of the assault of the enemy's lleet, on
Fort Sumter, are piOilished in the record of the "War of the Rebellion,”

published by the Federal government (series 1, vol. 14). He returned

to Huntsville after the war. For some time was assistant engineer of the

Memphis Sc Charleston railroad, and was engaged up to a few years ago
in managing a large cotton factory in which he is ri part owner. He was,

in 1859, united in marriage with Mary B., daughter of Dr. Charles H.

Patton, of Huntsville, and they have three children—William H., adjunct

professor of mathematics at the university of Virginia: Susan P., wife of

R. E. Spragins, of Huntsville, Ala., and Charles Patton, who graduated,

third in the class of 1891. at West Point, and now in the engineer corps

at Willett’s Point, X. Y. Mr. Echols is a Free Mason, and Knight of

Pythias.

Dr. Richard Matthew Fletcher, a leading of Madison
was born in Richmond, Va., April 1, 1881. He was educated at the Green
academy at Huntsville, his parents having removed to Alabama in 1833.

He left school in 1S49, and began to read medicine with Dr. A. S. Harris,

and in 1852-3 and l'^53-4 he took the medical lectures at the university of

Pennsylvania, and graduated in the spring of 1854. When he had finished

at the Pennsylvania, university he returned to Alabama and practiced his

profession, which he has continued ever since with great success. He is

a mem-ber of the Limestone county Yledical society and was its president

one term; a member of the Madison county Medical seciety and is now^

serving his third term as i^resident of that body; is also a member of the

board of censors of the Madison county Medical society. He is a member of

the Alabama state Yledical society, of which he has been vice-president,

junior and senior counselor, and is now’ grand senior counselor. At the

meeting of the state medical association in IMobile in 188'"’i, he read a most
interesting paper on pueroeral convulsion, which attracted much attention

and has been a frequent and valued contributor to the medical journals of

professional subjects. Dr. Fletcher is a consistent member of the Methodist

Episcopal church. He was married August 2. 1855, to Rebecca Mason,

daughter of William Ylason of Virginia. Ten children blessed this union, of

w’hom eight are living : Thomas J., Eldred, Sidne}’. Branch, I.eslie. Richard

M., Mary G., and Octavia. Mr. Fletcher's fathei- was .James M. Fletcher of

Brunswick county. Va.. w’hocame to Alabama in his young manhood. He
served several times in the Virginia legislature, married Matilda Gr. Cheat-

ham of that state, fi’hey had eight children, six of whom are living, the doctor

being the eldest survivor. Dr. Fletcher rendered impcjrtant but gratuitous

medical service among the sick and wounded soldiers at Richmond and
Culpeper C. H., Va.. and at Yladison and Ijimestone counties. Ala. .^during

the war. His fatlu'r died in It'bb and his mother in 18'^2.
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Dr. J. C. Flynt, popular medical practitioner of Gurley, was born, at

Fayetteville, Tenn., July 8. 1866, and was educated at +be common
schools of Fayetteville and the Lebanon university of Tennessee, and

took UJ3 the study of medicine with Dr. Bonner, deceased, and afterward

attended the medical department of the univorsit}’' of Kentucky, where he

graduated in I860. In 1861, he entered the Confederate service, in the

Fourth Tennessee cavalry, and did service in the held hospitals during

the rest of the war. The war ended, he returned to Fayetteville, and in

1866, began the practice of medicine in Lincoln county. Tenn.. and con-

tinued with good success until IsGO, and then removed to Madison county,

Ala., near New Market, and practiced tiiere until 1576. In that year he

removed to his present home at Gurley. In 1889, he embarked in the

drug business in Gurley, which he is engaged in at present. He is a

member of the State Pharmaceutical association, and takes an active part

in democratic politics. He was first married May 29, 1858, to Lizzie

Buchanan, by whom he had three children—Dovid E., of Texas: Becca E.

wife of H. W. Branum, of Gurley, and J, C., of Texas. He was married,

the second time, December 16, 1869, to Lavinia Octavia Grimmette, of

New Market, Ala., and the^' were the Tjarents of six children, namely:

Mattie M., Claudie E., Elizabeth K., William G. , Bobbie Leota (girl) and
Tommie G. He is a member of the order of Odd Fellows, of which he
is a past grand, and is an elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian church.

He is the son of Pendleton Flynt, of Alabama, and his mother's name
was Elizabeth Pitts, of Alabama, and they' had four children—Lucy', wife

of A. 'O. Williams, of IMadison county'; Dr. J. C. of Gurley': Elizabeth

Holloway' (widow) of Mississippi, and Younger T., of Nashville, Tenn. The
father of the above family' died in 1845, and the mother in 1882.

Hon. Oscar R. Hundley, the well-known lawy'er of Huntsville, Ala.,

nnd world's fair commissioner, was born in Limestone county'. Ala.,

October 30. 1854. After a course of study at Phillips' Exeter academy', in

New Hampshire, and Marietta. Ohio, he graduated with distinction from
the law department of Vanderbilt university' in 1877, and was admitted to

the bar of his state in the same y'ear. In 1882 he was elected city attor-

ney of Huntsville. Ala., and was re-elected in 1883, and again in 1889.

In 1886, without his solicitation, he was nominated by the democracy of

his county' for representative in the general assembly', and duly elected

in August of that y'ear. In 18s8 he was again nominated for representa-

tive, and elected by' an increased majority'. In 1890 he was nominated
by his party' for the state senate by' acclamation, and elected without

opposition, being the first incident of this kind in his senatorial district.

His career in both the house of repre.sentatives and the senate has been
a brilliant one. as many' important laws in the state now upon the stat-

ute book, and which were originated by' him, will attest. Being a fine

parliamentarian, a ready' debater, a fiuent and |>leasing speaker,, ho has
championed many' public measures with consummate skill and ability,
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and carried -theui to a successful termination. As a la^vyer he ranks

among the most prominent at the bar of his state, and is now the general

counsel of the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis railway for the state

of Alabama. As a member of tlie national Columbian commission, klr.

Hundley occupies a most prominent position, being considered as among:

the ablest members of that famous organization. He is a memVter of the com-

mittee on the judiciary, rules and by-laws, the committee on electricity,

the committee on tariffs and transportation, and the committee on

awards, having been the secretary of the latter committee since its

organization. He is a Knight Templar Mason, an Odd Fellow and a

Knight of Pythias, being a representative from his state to the supreme
lodge of the world in the latter order.

Dr. James Thomas Johnson, of Huntsville, was born in Charles

county, Md., in Port Tobacco, in the year 1831. His education Vas
begun at Frederick college, Maryland, and continued at Princeton, N. J.,

graduating from the latter in 1850. After his graduation he commenced
to study medicine with his father. Dr. J. T. Johnson, and then went to

the medical department of the university of Maiwland, graduating from

the latter institution in 1852. He located in Frederick county, Md., where
he practiced with success until the opening of hostilities, when he went

to Virginia, and entered the service of the Confederacy, as assistant

surgeon of the provisional army, from which rank he rose rapidly to

that of surgeon and was made medical purveyor, of the army, in

1862 .was made chief medical purveyor, having control of the

hospitals and medical sux^plies for the entire army, involving an out-

lay of a million and a half dollars a month. The principal depot of the

purveyor-ship was at Charlotte. N. C., where hospital bedding, clothing

and pharmaceutical preparations were made, employing about 2.50 hands.

He held this most responsible and imiiortant position until the war closed.

He then located, for the jiractice of medicine, at San Rafael, Cal., where
he remained until 1885, when he came to Alabama and settled at Decatur,

and was elected for its health officer in 1885, and served in that office

wdth great efficiency till he came to Huntsville, in 1>'91. where he now is.

Dr. Johnson belongs to the medical and surgical faculty of ^Maryland;

the American Medical association: the iMedical association of Alabama,
and the IMadison county Medical society. He has contributed some
excellent papers on the technique of his profession to various representative

medical journals, notably the Boston IMedical and Surgical Jourual and the

Medical Record, published in New York. Dr. .Johnson is a member of the

Roman Catholic churcli. He was married in 1852 to J^Iiss Anna Mobberly.

daughter of Dr. E. W. Jvlobberly of New Market. Md. They have three

children living; Roger, a lawyer of San I^^rancisco, Cal.; Louisa, wife of

William L. Clay. of Huntsville. and Eldred .Johnson, in business in New York.

The doctor's fatlier was Dr. .J. T. .Johnson, of Jh'ederick county,- Md. Hi’*

practiced all his life in Maryland, and died in 1^71. aged about seventy-
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six 3'ears. Ho was a Trian of political prominence and was several times

a member of the Maryland legislature. His wife was IMiss Emily Newman,
a daughter of Col. Francis Newman, of the English army. They were the

parents of six cliildren—Elizabeth, widow of Col. W.P. Richardson, of Fred-

erick county. IMd. ; Dr. .J.T. ; Emily. deceased (unmarried); Newman, killed at

Shepardstown. Va. ; Olis, died in l'^7G; Susan Bird, wife of John H. White,

of Washington. D. C., chief stenographer of congress. The doctor's

mother died in l&s3. Dr. Johnson is a democrat, but not a politician.

Rev. Amos B. Jones, A. M., D. D., LL. D.
,

jn-esident and owner of

Huntsville Female college, was born in RandolpliAIacon college. Bo}'dton,

Mecklenburg county. Fa., December 4, ls41. He is the son of Rev. Amos
W. Jones, D. D., who was the son of Amos Jones, a noted local preacher

of North Carolina. Rev. Amos W. Jones, graduated from Randolph-
Macon college in 1839. He was a Methodist minister, and located* in

Jackson, Tenn., where he now resides, and has been president of the

Methodist Conference Female institute for forty 3'ears. His wife was
Caroline Blanch, daugliter of Gen. William Blanch of F^irginia. a woman
of high Christian character. She died within a few days after Amos B.

was born. Amos B. .Jones began his educational training at Jackson,

Tenn., and attended, at different times, west Tennessee college, Andrew^

college. Union university, and East Alabama university, but in Alay, 18G1,

his education was arrested by the call to arms, and he enlisted in company
H, Sixth Tennessee regiment, as second sergeant, and served as such till

18G2, w'hen he was made captain of the compan}’ and served through the

war. He was in the following battles : Belmont, Mo., Shiloh, Perry ville,

Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, wliere he wms wounded. Missionary Ridge,

Dalton, Resaca, New Hope Church, Atlanta, (three fights, and again

wounded), Caswell. .Tacksonboro. Lovejoy and many skirmishes. He was
united in marriage in 18G3. to Miss Mary G. Gates, near Aberdeen, Miss.,

and they had born to them two sons and three daughters, of whom Amos
W. and James T. are living. In 18G9, he was elected to a professorship

in the M. C. F. institute of .Jackson. He held this chair for nine years,

when he was made ju’esident of the school, which he held two years, and
resigned to take charge of Huntsville Female college, which institution,

under his efficient and able management enjoys a large jiatronage and is

regarded as one of the Ixtst female colleges in the South. Dr. .Jones is a

Mason of high standing, having been grand captain general of the grand
commanderies of the state, and deputy grand master of iMasons of Tenn-
essee, president of the Alabama Y. M. C. A., a professor in the Corre-

S])ondence university of Chicago, and a memlier of the American institute

of Christian philosophy. The degree of IjIj. D. was conferred by the

southwestern university Tennessee, and the degree of D. D. by the uni-

nersity of AUduima.
George Purdom IjANDman, large cotton factor of Huntsville. is

a native of Marengo county, born December I'i). ls;;s. He afterward
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moved with liis family to IMadison county, cVia., and received his^’educa-

tion at the schools of Huntsville. At tiie ai>e of sixteen, IMr. Landman
began his business life as clerk for JoIlU T. Reed. Later on he entered

the cotton house of Bradley, Wilson & Go., cotton buyers and bankers,

having branches in Memphis. Charlestfm, Xew Orleans, etc. He was
employed by this firm when the war brolve out when he went into the

mercantile business in Huntsville, remaining in it three years. In 1869.

he. in company with his brother. .J. H. Landman, embarked in the cotton

brokerage business, and still continue it at Huntsville. Mr. Landman is

a Knight of Pythias, and a me'iiber of the Methodist Episcopal church.

He was united in marriage August. to Mary F., daughter of Joseph
Sively, of iSIadison county, and they became the parents of the following

children: Lucy Lee. Lilly B.. wife of Robert S. Halsey; Laura, wife of

Thomas J. Young; Emma, wife of Jesse F. b'oung. of Huntsville;

Arthur S., Joseph, and George P., Jr. kTr. Landman is the son of George
Landman, of IMadison county. Ala., where he. devoted his life to farming.

He married Eliza Grittin, of Virginia, and to them were born five sons

—

"William, killed at the first battle of Manassas; .1. H., .John W.. and

George P. . who served with Gen. Forrest through the war. The father

of these boys died in 1840. George Landman's grandfather, William

Landman, was a native of Virginia, and his great-grandfather came from

Germany.
James Henry Landman, of Huntsville, Ala., brother of George P.

Landman, and associated with him in the business of cotton factor, was
born in IMadison county, Ala.. February 28, 1835. His education was
acquired in the schools of Huntsville, and at the age of fourteen years

he commenced his business career as a c.erk with J. H. Beadle, a mer-

chant of Huntsville, where he remained six years. At the expiration of

that time he was employed by Bradley. Wilson it Co., staying with them
until early in 18(*)2. when he enlisted in Kelley’s troopers, organized in

Madison county, and six weeks later was made assistant quartermaster

in Gen. Forrest's command, where he remained until the war closed. He
was in several engagements around Nashville, Tenn.. and surrendered

with Gen. Forrest in 18()5. In 18(i6 he was engaged with his brother in

the mercantile business in Huntsville until 1''69, and shortly after

embarked in cotton, their present business. In 1880, IMr. Landman Avas

elected tax assessor of kladison county, and served four years in that

capacity. IMr. Landman Avas married in September, 1861, to Fannie M..

daughter of Hampton W. Kelly, of Madison county. The}' had nine

children, of Avhom. hoAvever. only four are living; Minnie F.. Avife of

J. K. ISIiller, of Huntsville; Lizzie V.. wife of Gordon Greenfield, of Pine

Bluff, Ark. ; .lames H., Jr., and lIoAvard F. Mr. Landman Avas married the

second time (l's85) to Fannie, dauirhter of Joseph Carruthers, of Hunts-

A'ille, this union being blessed Avith two sons: Harry C. and Frank. !Mr.
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Landman belongs to the Knin'hts of Pythias, Knights of Honor, A. O. Pr W.,

and the Metiiodist Episcopal church.

Dr. Samuel H. Lowry, one of the leading physicians of Vluntsville,

was born October 10. l'^5U, in Ffuntsville, the son of .Tohn T. and Vir-

ginia H. (Miller) Lowry. His father was of Scotch-Irish descent and his

grandfather was a divine of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. The
father of Dr. Samuel Lowry, was a member of the mercantile tirm of

Lo\yry, Hamilton & Co., of Huntsville, for many years. He was also

largely engaged in planting, and was the owner of many slaves. He was
in the war, in connection with the commissary department, and at the

close of the war .engaged in business as a lumVierman, until his death in

1886. He left one child—Samuel H. Dr. Lowry had superior educational

advantages, which began at Huntsville, and continued at the university

of Virginia, and supjilemented by a course of lectures at the Bellevue

Hosiiital Medical college at New York, where he graduated in 1873. He
immediatel}' began practicing with the late Dr. Dement of Huntsville,

and has been a successful pi-actitioner ever since. He is a member of the

Madison county Medical association, secretary of the county board of

censors, member of the college of counselors of the State Medical asso-

ciation; is secretary of county board of censors; member of the college of

counselors of the State Medical association, and is health officer of the

city of Huntsville. Dr. Lowry was married November 26, ISOO, to Jim-

mie L., daughter of Robert L. Pulley of Huntsville, and they have one

son, John Tate Lowry.
Bernard F. Ludwig, the postmaster of Huntsville, Ala., was born

in Treysa, near Cassel, Germany, April 5. 1812. and with his parents

came to the United States in I'^ls. and located near ^Memphis, Tenn.

,

where Bernard received his education in the schools near that city. He
also assisted his parents on the farm, and in 1836 he went to Huntsville,

Ala., to attend school, and subsequently obtained a clerkship, and also

learned the confectioner's trade with a brother. Being of Union sympa-
thies, he w’ent. in 1S62, to Louisville, Ivy., in company with the Fourth
Ohio cavalry, and was at the battle of Perryville, Ky. He remained in

Louisville until the fall of 1863, when he returned to Lawrence county
,

Ala., and engvqged in business with his brother-in-law. In 1868 he
returned to Huntsville and resumed his former business until 1876. when
he closed out and entered the life insurance business until 1-^89, wdien he
was appointed by President Harrison as postmaster of Huntsville. Ala.

Mr. Ludwig has the indorsement of every prominent Inisiness and pro-

fessional man of that city, irrespective of party affiliation. He is a

director of the Huntsville building and loan association, a ]')rominent and
honored member of the Masonic order, Knights of Pythias, and other

benevolent societies; is of a progressive and benevolent dis))osition. intel-

ligent and liberal in views, always willing and ready to contriVmto. to the

welfare of humanity, and the advancement and interest of his community.
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Mr. Ludwi," was married, in 1S7G. to Anna Estes, daughter of Ludwell H.

Estes, of Cohnnliia, Tenn., and they have two children: Bernard Eistes

and Marie Gertrude. Mr. Ludwig is the son of Conrad Ludwig and

Gertrude Ludwig. Avho had five children: Conrad, Frederick 'William,

Elizabeth, wife of .Joseph D. Kebrnan ; Gertrude Soi)hia. wife of Carl

Galwitz. and Bernard F. The mother of these children died in 1852, at

Memphis. Tenn., and tlie father in at Couidland, Ala. Mr. Ludwig
was a candidate, in 1876, for the legislature on the republican ticket, and

was only defeated by forty-eight votes in the county. His unquestioned

integrity, candor and gentlemanly deportment', win friends among all

who know him. Under his popular administration the business of the

postoffice had so increased, that in June, IctC, the department inaugu-

rated the free delivery system, of which the citizens of Huntsville are

justly j)roud.

_Dr. Henry McDonnell, now of Huntsville, was born in Madison
county, Ala., near Huntsville, iMay 18, 1848, and educated in the schools

of the city, the principal one being that taught by Carlos G. Smith. He
attended medical lectures at the’ university of 'V’irginia, in 1867-68, and

in 1869-70, and also at the university of Louisiana, graduating from the

latter in 1870. He then went to Lauderdale county, Ala., and formed
a partnersh]) with his uncle. Dr. A. H. Jones, and practiced a'Dout a year,

and then moved to Madison county. Ala., in 1878, and in the fall of that

year he moved to Huntsville. Ala., where he has since resided and prac-

ticed. The doctor belongs to the Madison county (Alabama) Medical

society and to the State 2kledical association. He was married, in 1878.

to Miss Ada Fennell, daughter of I. Fennell, of Huntsville. Ala., and to

them have been born four children, as follows: Feniiell. Beulah May,
Lizzie and Henry. The doctor belongs to the ^Methodist Episcopal church,

south, of which he is a steward.

Jx\.MES C. McDonald, one of the leading young lawyers of Huntsville,

was born in that city Xovember 7, 1871. He is a son of Christopher

McDonald, who was born in St. Louis. IMo., and came to Himtsville in

1866, and since that time has engaged in business in Huntsville. His

mother was Miss Catherine M. Callaghan, daughter of Michael J. Calla-

ghan, of Huntsville, who was one of the oldest inhabitants of the city.

James C. ^McDonald went to the private schools of Huntsville until his

fourteenth year, when he entered St. Mary's college, near Belmont, X. C.,

and graduated in 1889. He returned home and went into the office of

the late L. Vi. Da\g and studied law, and was admitted to iiractice in

August, 1891. The following October he entered the ]iost-graduate class

of the Georgetown university school of law at Washington. D. C. , and
received his degree in that institution in June, 1892, and is now' success-

fully engaged in the practice of his profession at Huntsville. Mr.

McDonald is the only child of his parents, his mother having” died in

October, 1876, and his father was married again Felmuary, 1”'92. to Miss
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Mary Sweeney ot Saratoga, In. Y. Mr. McDonald is a young man of

exemplary habits, and great personal piypularity.

Henry
,
McGee (deceasedh one of the most highly respected anti

popular citizens of Huntsvilie, was born near Perry.'Vdle, Penn., .Tune 14,

1835, where he was educated and lived until iSbV, in which year he

removed to Huntsville, and engaged in farruing. In the fall of 1869 he

purchased the valuable corner where his hotel and other buildings now
stand. He was first in the ice business, and then restaurant with lodging

accommodations. His genial temjter and happy disposition drew him large

I^atronage, and a few years later ho built the popular hotel which bears

his name. Mr. iMcGee was twice niarried. Isabella L. McGee, his first

wife, was a native of Allegheny county. Penn., of the name of IMcGee

(although no relation to Mr. McGee), who died July 19, lti6.o, leaving two
children, a boy and a girl—the former who died near Huntsville, in

October, 1868. In December. 1879, he manned his second wife. IMiss Kate
Weaver, of Alabama, who died January 18 , 1891, without issue. To give

an idea of the popularity of the man, we epuote the following from the

Huntsville Mercury, published on the occasion of his death. June 20, 1892:

“Huntsville has buried a number of good, noble and true citizens, but in

her burial of Henry McGee. Thursday morning, our towm wnll do honor
to a man and citizen that has rendered more service to her and her people

than any man of latter years. To saj" that he will be missed is only a

faint expression on an assertion that poorly supplies the truthful fact.

Always kind, pleasant and gentle, and his mildness and cultivation Nvere

characteristics that made his association agreeable at all times. If he
bore ill-will toward anyone or had prejudices, he kept them profoundly

to himself, and Nvas never wont to complain or picture the faults of others.

His life was consistent—one for the good and ui)building of things, moral
and material. Mr. McGee was a devoted Christian, a consistent member
of the Catholic church; he was true to its teachings and died steadfast in

the faith.”

Dr. David Hubbard IMcLain, a leading medical xiractitioner of

Gurley, Ala., is a native of Winston county, Ala., where he first sa-\v the

light of day. April 23, 1861. He was educated at the schools of Mt. Hope
and at the academy taught by Col. John Peebles, at Spring Hill. Tenn.

He left the latter school in 1869 and remained on his father's farm until

he was tw’enty-one years of age. and in the fall of 1872, entered the office

of Dr. J. M. Clark, at IMt. Hope, Ala., and took up the stud.y of medicine

and afterward graduated from the Alabama IMedical college in 1875. In

the same year he located at Allen's Factory, in Marion count\u and
practiced there one year, and went to IMaysville in May, 1876, where he
still remains, though he established an office in Gurley in 1879. and recently

re-established it. He has a large and profitable practice, which extends

over the eastern part of ^Madison county. He is a member of the IMadison

county Medical society and the State IMedical association, and has .served
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two terms on tlip board of censors of the Madison county societ\'. He is

a Kiiig'ht of Honor and a steward in the iMethodist Episcopal church of

Maysville. He is a democrat of the old school type, and has always taken

a deep interest in politics but never sought office. On June 10, issO, he

was married to Ella, daughter of C. C. IMcBroom, of Gurley, and they had
two children, one of whom, Allen, survives. }.Irs-. ISlcLain is a graduate

of Huntsville Female college. Dr. McLain's father was Allen B. !McLain,

of North Carolina, who came to Alabama with his parents when a child,

and located in Walker county, and devoted his life to farming. He
married Mary Hewlett, daughter of William Hewlett, of Virginia. They
had ten children, as follows : Margaret, wife of Thomas J. White, of

Corona, Ala.; Mary, deceased wife of Thomas B. Nesmith, of Vernon,

Ala.; William H., of Madison county. Ala.; who was in the Confederate

service two years; Bettie, deceased wife of A. V. Underwood, of Madison
county, Ala.; Dr. D. H.. Felix D., of Fern Bank, Ala.; Rebecca, wife of

J. E. Hewlett, of Birmingham, xVla. ; Adine. wife of G. W. Rush, of

Vernon. Ala. ;
Dueanna. and Eunice, widow of Dr. Emmet IMorton of Guin.

The doctor's father died in 1870, and his mother in 1839. Dr. McLain’s
maternal great-uncle, David Hubbard, was a Virginian and an officer in

the war of 1812 and was wounded at the battle of New Orleans. He was
a candidate for congress some timein the fifties against George S.

Houston.

Jere Murphy, cotton broker and several times mayor of Huntsville,

was born in that city, January IS, 1831, and educated at the schools there,

attending principally the one taught by Daniel B. Long, and a country

school taught by Jonathan Mayhew. He loft school at the age of seven-

teen and went into the office of the Democrat, and learned the trade of a

printer, and worked on that paper as foreman for several years, and was
appointed to a mail agency on the Memphis & Charleston railroad, and
served in this position until the opening of the war. In 1862. he went
into the army as a third lieutenant in 'Col. Russell's command. He was
in a number of severe skirmishes, and was at the battle of Chickamauga.
He returned to Huntsville after the close of hostilities, and opened a

blacksmith and wood-working shop and carried it on about two years.

In 1871, he was elected mayor of the city, and was re-elected in 1375-6

and 1877. serving four successive terras. In 1889. he was elected again,

• the term of service having been increased to two years, and in 1891 was
re-elected. Many material and permanent improvements have been made
in Huntsville under the wise administration of Mayor Murphy, notably

the splendid system of water-works, stand-pipe sAstem, extensive sewer-

age. etc. The po]>ulation of the city has also doubled. IMr. iMur])hy, who
is a prominent member of the I. O. O. F., and a genial, companionable
gentleman, was married February 28, ls67, to Mary, daughter of Conrad
Beeman, of Huntsville. Ala., and they have six surviving children—.lere,

Mary Belle. Ella Lee. Coriime Katherine, Stephen H. and Robert E.
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Robert E. Murphy, auctioneer and ex-sheritf of Huntsville. Ala.,

was born in that city, .Inly 1’. and educated in the school taug'ht by

Col. U’illiain McKay. At* the age of sixteen he went to clerk in a whole-

sale grocery in Huntsville, and reniaiiu d there three or four years. In

1S()0, he entered the oltice of the ca>unty clerk, remaining about four

years; in 18G3, he went to Nashville, Tenn., and took up the auction and

commission business, and was for sometime government auctioneer. He
lived in Nashville six years and then removed to Menpdiis, where he

continued the same business, which, however, he abandoned at the end

of one year and returned to Huntsville. He- was elected sheritf of

Madison county in 1874, for three years: he was also an alderman under

Mayor Irvine, and re-elected under IMayor Thomas ^Y. White, and in 1888,

was re-elected sheritf. To all the oftices to which he has been elected. lie

has been the republican candidate, though IMadison is a democratic

county. He is a member of Monte Sano lodge. No. 1, K. of P. , in which

he lias held all the chairs of office and has been representative to the

supreme lodge. He was married, .Tanuary 2, 1801. to Elizabeth D.,

daughter of Barnard Moore, a native of Virginia. The father of Robert
Murphy was Jeremiah Murphy, who was born in County Cork. Ireland,

and his mother was Nancy Hanks. . Nine children were born to the

couple, of whom three are living—Margaret, widow of William Smith, of

Huntsville, Ala. ; Jere, now mayor of Huntsville, and R. E. Mr. Murphy's
father died in 18G1, and his mother in 1866.

John E. Rison, the popular and well known druggist of Huntsville,

was born In that city, October 18, 1839, the son of Archibald Rison, *of

Carthage, Tenn., who was an early settler of Huntsville, where he was
among the first manufacturers of cotton gins in that city. He had three

sons—William R., John L.
,
and Wilson B. The mother of these boys

was Martha (Bibb) Rison, who was born in Huntsville in 1816. The
grandfather of John L. Rison was Richard Rison, a native of Virginia,

who came to Tennessee about 17>r), where he spent the balance of his life.

He had two sons who fought in the battle of New Orleans. John L.

began the drug business in Huntsville, Ala., in the cai)acity of a sales-

man, when a boy of fourteen .years. In lJ^.j9. by his careful and thrifty

business methods, he accumulated sufficient means and accpiired sufticient

technical knowledge to o]ien a drug store of his own, which he accord-

ingly did, and has conducted that business ever since with good success.

Mr. Rison is a public-spirited cilizen, large in his charities and devoted

to the interests of Huntsville and its future. On Febimary 22, 1860. he
was married to iMiss Erwin, a daughter of Rev. A. R. Erwin, a minister

of the Tennessee conference Metliodist Episcfipal church, south, and
president at the time of his death of the Huntsville Ftnnale college. iMr.

Rison is a Knight Templar, and a member of the iSIethodist Episcopal
church.
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W. R. Risox, banker of Huntsville, was born in place. January

1837, ami was educated at the common scho<>>ls. the age of fifteen

years he engaged as a clerk in a grov'*ery store, and continued ViUtil 1853,

and then kept books in a dry goods house until 1859. In that year he

went into the Xorthern bank of xViabama. remaining there until he was
detailed to the mining department in tlie military service of the Confeder-

ate government, and in the summer oi l'^04 he was attmhed to the Fourth

Alabama cavalry as first lieutenant, and served as simh until the close of

the war, at which time he was commanding the comiiany. He was in

several skirmishes, but was never wounc'led. After the war he engaged

in the mercantile business in Aberdeen, Miss., until March, Ir'GO, when
he went to Huntsville, Ala., and established a private bank, with a capital

stock of 840,000. His son is now engaged with him in the banking busi-

ness, the firm being "W. R. Risen & Cc. The cajiital stock is 8100, (?00.

In 1872, Mr. Rison was appointed couniy treasurer of Madison county,

and in 1874 was elected to that oftice. I^'rom ltf76 to 1882 his bank was
the recognized financial agent of the state to jiay 'the* interest on the

“horse shoe money.” He is a director in the Huntsville cotton mill, and

is vice-president of the Dallas ^lanufacturing company. He is a royal

arch Mason and a member of the pMethodist Episcopal church. He was
married June 18, 1858, to IMaria L. Jones, daughter of Leroy and Mary
(Brandon) Jones, of Huntsville, and they have one son—Archie L., his

father’s partner. Mr. Rison's father was Archibald Rison, of Tennessee,

and his mother Martha Bibb. They had three children—IV. R., John L.,

and Wilson B. ^W. R. Rison's father died in 1862, and his mother still

lives.

Rev. John Dixon Simpson, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal church,

south, at Huntsville, Ala., was born at Bradford, Coosa county, Ala.,

April 22, 1858. He entered the ministry at the early age of nineteen,

and the itinerant connection of the church at the age of twenty. He
became a member of the Alabama conference at the age of twenty years,

and after remaining there five years, was transferred to the north Ala-

bama conference, when, after three years, his health became impaired,

and he left the active ministry for a time and went to Greensboro. Ala.,

and completed his education at the Southern university, graduating there

with the degree of bachelor of philosoph^v After his graduation he

re-entered the active ministry of the Methodist church, was for a time

assigned to a pastorate in Jetferson county. Ala., and was for two years

presiding elder of the Decatur district, and since 1800 ho has been the

beloved and efficient pastor of the First Methodist church at Huntsville.

He was married in IMobile, April 13, 1880, to IMiss Hortense Wilson,

daughter of J. J. T. Wilson, deceased. There are two children of the

union, one of which, .John William, born in 1^00, still survives. Mr.
Simpson is a Mason, a Knight of Honor, and a Knight of tlu> Golden
Eagle. His father is William Kennedy Simpson, a native of South Caro-
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liiui, who moved to Georiria with liis parents when a boy and soon after

came to Alabama. His wife was Susan F. Dixon, of Winchester, Tenn.

They had six children, of whom live lived to maturity’, as follows: Jos-

eph B. . of Birmingham, Ala.; Ella. John D., William Kelly, and Mary S.

The mother of these children died in 1^7S.

Joseph Hu.mphrey Sloss, ex-member of congress and real estate

dealer of Huntsville, was born in Somerville, Ala., October 12, 1826, the

son of Rev, James L. and Letitia Campbell Sloss. He was educated at

Florence, and at the early age of eighteen he was admitted to the bar.

He practiced first in St. Louis for three years, aiid afterward moved to

Edwardsville, 111. He went to Alabama in IRGl, and raised a compan}' of

which he Avas made captain, and was attached to the Fourth Alabama
cavalry. For gallant service he was promoted to major, in l'^03. When
the war was over, Maj. Sloss formed a jiartnership with Robert B.

Lindsay, afterward governor of the state, and practiced law at Tuscum-
bia, until ^laj. Sloss Avas elected to congress in 1.S71. He serA'ed in the

Forty-second and Forty third sessions of congi’ess, and in 1879 he Avas

made United States marshal for the northern district of Alabama. The
duties of this office required his residence in Huntsville. Avhither he

removed in 1^79. but in 188'2 he resigned the marshalship to go into real

estate. Maj. Sloss is a Mason and an Odd FelloAV. He was married, in

1850, to Miss Mary L. Lusk, and is the father of fiA’e children : James L.,

deceased; Maxy L.. deceased; Josie L., deceased; Percy M. and Annie C.

Rev. James L. Sloss. the father of Maj. Sloss, Avas born in 1792, in north-

west Ireland. He came to America Avhen a boy, and located in South
Carolina, and Avas educated at Princeton college, N. J. He afterward

became a Presbyterian minister at Cahaba, Ala. He died in Florence, in

1844. He had a family of four sons and three daughters, tiA'e liying.

Ann Eliza, Avife of Col. A. D. Coffee; Mary L., Avife of IM. J. Warren, of

Tuscumbia; Letitia V., Avife of Glen. F. S. Rutherford, noAV of Illinois,

and Thomas M., captain in the late Avar, and afterAvard a circuit judge in

Texas, dying ip lt'73. and Robert C.. a farmer of Illinois. The father of

Mrs. Letitia V. Sloss, nee Campbell. Avas DaA'id Campbell, the first United
States judge of the Tennessee territory.

Judge Henry Clay Spe.a,ke. judge of the eighth judicial circuit of

Alabama, and a prominent citizen of HuntSAulle, Avas born in LaAvrence

county, x\la., on June 17, l'^31, and is the son of James B. and Sarah B.

(Lindsey) Speake. James B. Speake, the father. Avas born in Kentucky
in 1803, Avhere he receiA’ed his education, most of Avhich Avas acquired
after he Avas groAvn. He removed to Alabama in 1^32, locating in LaAv-

rence county, near Oakville, Avhere he taught school for soA'cral years.

After his marriage in June, 1>33, he settled on a plantation. He served
as county superintendent of LaAvrence county several years; Avas a mem-
ber of the constitutional convention that framed the constitution fn IHOu,

and served in the legislature as an active member in the sessions of 1870,
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1872, l>7i) and ls78. He was very active in the Baptist\church, and

belonged to the Masonic fraternity. His father was Basil Speake, a native

of ^Maryland, who settled in Kentucky about 17‘Jt). His ancestors were
from England, coming over with Lird Baltimore, and settled in ^Maryland.

Judge Henry C. Speake was reared on a farm and received a common
school education during his boyliood. and at the age of twenty years

taught school to procure money with which to attend the law department

at Cumberland university, from which institution he graduated in 1857.

The following month he located at Decatur, and with the exception of

six months, in 1860, spent in Texas, he resided there until the late war.

He entered the Confederate army in August, 1862. as a private in com-

pany D, Fourth Alabama regiment of cavalry, and was soon after pro-

moted to sergeant-major, and later, to adjutant of the regiment. In

January, ls64. he was appointed quartermaster of the regiment, and *v\ms

captured with a part of Forrest's command, near Columbus, Ga. After

the war he settled in Moulton, and in 1874 was elected chancellor of the

northern division of Alabama, which position he held until 1880. In

August, 1880, he was elected judge of the eighth judicial circuit of the

state, and re-elected in August, 1886, and August. 1892; in the twq latter

elections he received the almost unanimous or solid vote of the district,

regardless of party. His present term expires in 1898. As a lawyer.

Judge Speake was a success, which success has been continued on the

bench. As a chancellor he was just and equitable at alF times, and under

all circumstances, and won high |)raise for his able opinions and decis-

ions. As a judge he is able and conscientious, and discharges the duties

of his high office with dignity and entire satisfaction. Possessed of an
eminently judicial mind and a most wonderful memory, and being with

all his experience still a close student, it is not smqn'ising that he has

met with such universal siiccess. Unbiased in his decisions by either

politics, religion or friendship, he administers the law without fear or

favor according to his best jugdment, made u]i only after as careful and
painstakng review of the facts and the law, and with a high regard for

the responsibility of his position and a desire to discharge his duties as

he understands them. Probably no judge in xVlabama lias rendered more
decisions and had fewer reversals by the higher courts than has .ludge

Speake. IVith the bar he is universally popular, the members esteeming

him for his uniform courtesy and kind treatment of them in and out of

courts. His popularity extends beyond the legal profession, and he was
called to the chancellorship and judgeship by the voice of the people,

who considered his eminent fitness for the positions, and in neither case

was it in response to solicitations upon his part. And his re election, at

the expiration of his second term, demonstrates that in the minds of the

people tliey have made no mistake, .fudge Speake was married .lanuary 27,

1860, to Carrie O.. daughter of .Tonathan Mayhew, remembered as an
educator of more than ordinary al/ility, avlio was originally from New
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England. To theii’ marriage six children have !)een born, Vvo of whom
are living. Judge Speake removed to HuntsviJie in December, 1S76,

where he is a member of the Masonic fraternity.

Thomas J. Taylor, probate judge of IMaJison county, Ala., was born

at Maysville, in that county, July i'. i&i’b. the son of M. nnd Nancy J.

McCartney Taylor. He had a faH common school education, and at the

age of nineteen began life as a teacher. In IS.'s he was elected county

surveyor, and held that otiice until 16(52, when he wont into the army as

a second lieutepant of company K, Forty-ninth Alabama regiment. He
was in the battle of Shilolp and shortly after he was elected to the

captaincy of his company. He was captured at Por-t Hudson, and con-

fined as a prisoner at Johnson's Island, Point Lookout and Fort Dela-

ware, until the close of the war. After his return from the war he taught

school for three years, and at the end of his time was again elected

county surveyor until li^71;then tax assessor in 18^0; clerk of the court

for six years, and in 1886 he was elected to the important office of pro-

bate judge, being re-elected in 1892 for another term of six years. He
married, in early manhood, a Miss Douglas, daughter of John Douglas,

W'ho came from Lynchburg, Ya., about 1819. The children of the union

are: Kate, wife of S. M. Seward; Nannie J., wife of Y^illiam L. Jones;

Lillie, w’ife of W. A. Walls; Laura L. , wife of William Wengo, and Wade
Douglas, seventeen years of age. The judge and his wife belong to the

Cumberland Presbyterian church, and he belongs to the Odd Fellows and
Knights of Honor. The father of Judge Taylor wms a native of Lexing
ton, Ga., and his wife of Madi.son county, Ala. He was a farmer and
merchant. He had nine children, as follow’s: Thomas J.. John M.,

deceased, a prominent newspal^er man of New Orleans, '.vas a colonel in

the late war, and a member of the Louisiana legislature; Grant died in

a hosx:)ital during the war; Charles, a jirivate in the Seventh Alabama
cavalry, and a railroad man of Louisiana; Felix IM., major of the Fourth
Alabama cavalry, served through the war. and died in klemxdiis in 1886;

Waverly, a member of Gen. Dick Taylor's staff, and now a farmer of

Louisiana; George L., a soldier at the age of fifteen years, became a
courier to Gen. Wheeler, and was killed at Murfreesboro: Mary, wife of

Clinton Hayw’orth, of Louisiana, and Lucy, wife of Pleas Davison, of

Louisiana. Judge Taylor's grandfather. George Taylor, was born in

Virginia in 1788. He fought in the Revolutionary w'ar as a lieutenant,

under Gen. Henry Lee, and wms in the battles of Monmouth, Guilford

Court House and King's 2lountain. Ho came to Alabama in 18(»9. The
earliest branch of the Taylor family came to America with Lord Balti-

more, and the McCartneys from Scotland.

David Vorenberd, the entcu’iirising manufacturer of Gurley, was
born m Boston. Mass., IMarch ?>. 186.-), and came to Alaliama in H8n. and
clerked in Huntsville seven years, and then he and his brother. Issie,

went into the mercantile business at Paint Rock, Ala., their present
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home. They also have a large general store at Gurley, and a bucket

factory employing 13.”) men. Mr. Vorenberg is a member of I. O. O. F.,

B’nai B'rith. and a Knight of Honor. In l^Sb ho was married to Lillie

Weil, of Huntsville, Ala., and two children have blessed their marriage:

Henrietta and Irving. ^

IssiE VoREXBERO, the brother of David, was also born in Boston, in

18G3, and was educated in the excellent common schools of that city. He
came to Huntsville in 1877, where he clerked until 18^3, and the following

year went into business with his brother in the stores at Paint Rock and

Gurley. In June, 1890. they conceived the idea of making a market for

the red cedar, indigenous to that county, among the pencil manufacturers

of the north, and the shipment of cedar for that purpose has now become

a leading'feature of their business. IMr. Vorenberg, like his bi-other, is

an Odd Fellow, a Knight of Honor, and a member of the B'nai B’rith.

He was married in 188(3 to Fannie Kahn, daughter of .Joseph L. Kahn, of

Mt. Vernon, Ind. The father of the Vorenbergs was Israel Vorenberg,

born in I^avaria, German}’, in 1810, and came to Boston in 1859. He was
an army contractor during rhe war, and afterward was in the clothing

business in Boston, where he died in 1871. In his own country he mar-

ried Henrietta Simon, daughter of Seligman Simon, of Meintz, Germany,

and there are now five licing children of this union: Carrie, wife of

Morris Rosenberg, of Paint Rock, Ala.; Issie; David; Lena, wife of Max
Glassman, of Somerville, Mass.

;
Sarah, wife of Max Kahn, of Boston.

Mass. The mother of these children died December 25, 1873.

Dr. W. C. Wheeler, a leading physician of Huntsville, was born in

Tishomingo county. Miss., .June 28, 1812, and was educated in the schools

of Colbert county, Ala., where he removed with his parents at the age of

three j’ears. He attended the Nashville Medical college and graduated

thei’e in March, 1802. and the day following his graduation, he entered the

Confederate service as assistant surgeon, and was iilaced in charge of

the military hospital on "College Hill. ” at Nashville. Tenn. He remained
there till the capture of that city, when he was sent to Northern Alabama
and commissioned as assistant sm-geon of Ferrell's battalion of artillery,

in Gen. Forrest's command, where he remained until the end of hostili-

ties. He then located in Cherokee, Colbert county, Ala., and practiced

his profession with a large measure of success, until he came to Hunts-

ville in his present residence. He was for years, secretary of the

North xVlabama Medical society (now defuned
)
and a member of the Col-

bert county Medical society, and served as its i)resident one term, and
was elected vice-jiresidant of the State Medical society in 1^90, and is at

present a member of the Madison county Medical society, and the health

officer of that county. He was married in 1^157 to Louisa, daughter of P. J.

Smith, of Cherokee, Ala., and the marriage has been blessed with three

children—two living. B. Camp and Minnie. He lost his first wife by
death, and in 1>77 was again mari'ied, this time to Mollie Giles, of Tus-

i
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cumbia, and two childven wer<‘ also born to this union: George M. and

Maud I. Mr. Wheeler belongs to the Masonic fraternity, Knights of

Pythias, Knights of Honor, Knights and Ladies of Honor, Odd Fellows

and Knights of the Golden Eagle. He is a prominent member of the

M. E. church, and has been a delegate to many of the deliberative\bodies

of that church, notably, the general conference which met in Richmond,
Va., in lss6. His father is Thomas M. Wheeler, a native of Kentucky,

who came to Alabama, and in 1^45 married Sarah .J. Pearsall, by whom
he had three children: Dr. W. C.. Mary S.. widow of .John Benson, of

Cherokee: Ellen P., deceased wife of J. E. Dean, deceased, of Cherokee.

Dr. Wheeler's mother died in I860.

David Irvine White, one of the prominent members of the Hunts-

ville bar, was born in Richmond, Ky., December 17, 1852, and came to

Huntsville with his parents in 185.5. He attended the school at Hunts-

ville taught by Carlos G. Smith, and afterward attended the university

of Virginia, where he completed a collegiate course in 1874. He then

returned to Huntsville and studied law with Walker & Brickell, and was
admitted to the bar in 1875. He soon after commenced the practice at

Huntsville, where he still lives. He was married, in 1876, to Lucy,

daughter of Luke Matthews, deceased, and they had five sons: Luke M.,

David I., ^Vddison, Shelby I. and Gilbert G. Mr. White's father is Addi-

son White, a native of Abingdon, Va., who settled in Alabama in 1855.

He was a member of congress from iMadison county, Ky., in 1850, where
he was barely eligible on account of his youth. He was married in Rich-

mond, Ky., in 1845. to Sarah Irvine, daughter of David Irvine. His life

in Alabama hlis been devoted to agriculture. He has six children, as

follows: Alice, wife of G. C. Greenway, of Hot Springs, Ark.
;
Bettie,

wife of O. B. Patton, Huntsville; Sunie McDowell, David I., Newton K.,

of Huntsville, and Sallie Shelby, wife of R W. Walker, one of the judges

of the Alabama supreme court. The White family came from Penn.syl-

vania to Virginia about the time of the Revolutionary war, and Capt.

Isaac Shelby, the great-great-grandfather of Mr. White, was the hero of

King's Mountain and was afterward governor of Kentucky.

MARENGO COUNTY.

Col. .John Davidson Alexander, a prominent planter of IMarengo

county, residing near Faunsdale, was born in Mecklenburg county, N. C..

September 15t]i. 1820. He is a son of Joseph klcKnitt and Nannie C.

Cathey) Alexander, who were both born and reared in the same county
in which he was born. The former of those two people was a son of

William B. Alexander, who was a son of .John IMcKnitt Alexander, secre-

tary of the convention that ado]ited’ the Mecklenburg declaration of inde-

pendence. He is also a descendant of .John Davidson, a signer *of that

declaration. The fatlier of Col. Alex'ander came to Alabama in 186;!, and
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settled in Mareng’o county, between Dayton and Uniontown, and there

lived and died, his death occniTing in 1807, when he was seventy -three

yeai’s of age. He was the fatlier of throe children, viz. : Violet Rebecca,

who married for a second husband Dr. .John Smith: Dewitte Clinton Alex-

ander, who died in 1M57, and .John Davidson Alexander, who is the only

survivor of the family. The father of Col. Alexander was an old line

whig in politics, was a strong Union man. and of course opposed to

secession. He was much devoted to the Hag of the country,- which his

ancestors had done so much to make an independeiit nation. He was a

planter by occupation, a man of pure character and of great ability. Col.

Alexander was but live years old, when his parents brought him to Ala-

bama. they coming by horse and wagon. He is now one of the prominent
men in the county. He received a fair literary education at Dayton, and
then served live years as a clerk, intending to follow mercantile pursuits.

In 1833 he married .Miss Rebecca Lawson Cathey of North Carolina, who
has borne him nine children, six of whom are now living. In early life

Col. Alexander began planting, and has followed it ail his life. During
the war ho was engaged in manufacturing powder for the Confederate

government. For the last four years he has been engaged in merchandis-

ing at Faunsdale. He is a stockholder and director in the Faunsdale

Mercantile company, and he owns and controls six plantations. He is one

of the most industrious and successful planters in Marengo county. He
has voted the democratic ticket ever since the war, though he still

adheres to the princi])les of the old whig party. He is a firm friend of

education, and was instrumental in securing the establishment of the

Faunsdale school district, and of which he was superintendent for a period

of seventeen years. He and his family are members of the Presbyterian

church, and he is an elder in his church.

John C. Anderson, attorney-at-law at Linden. IMarengo county, was
born in Greene county. Ala., August 3, 1863. His jrarents wei’e Dr. .John C.

and Elizabeth ( kIcAlpine) Anderson, the former of whom was born, reared

and educated in South Carolina. He graduated in medicine from the uni*

versify of Pennsylvania, and in 1839 came to Alabama, locating in Greene
county, where he entered ipx>n the ]n-actice of his profession, and con-

tinued to follow' it until 1839. He then retired to his farm and was a

planter till he died, in 187'''*. At that time .John C. Anderson was tifteen

years of age. He received his early education in the country schools and

afterward attended the university of Alabama; but did not graduate. He
studied law in the oltice of Major IV. P. Webb, at Eutaw', and graduated

' from the law dei)artnient of the university of Alabama. He w'as admilted

to the bar in lss;j^ |n 18st) he located at Linden, where he has gained

a high position at the bar and a tine reputation as a lawyer. He is past

chancellor of the order of Knights of Pythias at Linden, and an active

w'orker for the democratic party.
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C. H. Askew, planter, mercliant and justice of the peace, of Dayton,

Ala., was born in Henrj’ county, Ala., February 17, 1S45. His parents

were S. W. A. and D. K. (Edwards) Askew, tbe fonner of whom was a

native of Georgia, and the latter of South Carolina. S. W, A. Askew
was a Methodist minister. They had three sons and 'three daughters.

From his tenth to his sixt-eenrh year, C. K. Atskew was reared in .Jack-

son county, Fla. In 1861 lie went into tl'C ai’my as a private soldier,

serving through the war in the First Florida battalion, Fifteenth Confed-

erate cavalry. In 1866 he located at Dayton, Ala., where he has since

•continued to reside. He was a (derk for the firm of A^skew" Bros, for

some years at Dayton, since which he has followed farmine: near that

place. He Avas elected justice of the iieace in 1870, and has served in

that capacity ever since, a period of uventy -tAvo years. He is a demo-

crat in politics and a member of the Presbytei’ian church. He has* been

suiierintendent of the Sunday-school for seA'eral years. He is a royal

arch Mason, a Knight of PA'thias, and has devoted much time and labor

to adAuance the Avork of the Young Men’s Christian association. In 1883

he married Miss kl. A. Askew.
Tkistkim Benjamin Bethea wm.s born in South Carolina, in 1810.

He Avas descended from an early French Huguenot family of that state.

Three brothers of this name came to A.raerica long before the KeA'olu-

tionary Avar, in Avhich Avar they bore a conspicuous part. T. B. Bethea,

AA'hen a A'oung man, Avas brought to Alabama by his parents, Avho settled

jn Claiborne, Monroe county.' He studied laAV, and in 1832 married in kVilcox

county Miss Eugenia Bethea, daughter of DaAud Bethea, also an early

settler in South Carolina. After his marriage he settled near Camden,
Wilcox county, and folloAved farming, and the practice of the law’ for

many years. In 1870 he remoA’ed to Mobile, and in 1876, to klontgomerv,

V Avhere he liA’ed the remainder of his days, dying in 1879. While practic-

ing laAV in Wilcox county, he Avas elected presidential electo]’, and Avhile

living at Mobile, he Avas tAvice elected state senator. After locating at (Mont-

gomery, his life Avas someAvhat retired, yet. under an act of the legisla-

ture, proA’iding for a commission to adjust the state debt, he, together

with Gov. Houston, and Levi W. LaAvKr, made the required adjustment,

greatly to the satisfaction of the. peojde of the state. He Avas regarded

as a man of wisdom, and of great purity of life. He Avas prominent in

Alabama politics, and otherAvise. for a number of years, and Avas uni-

A’ersally respected. He had four sons and tAvo daughters. A’iz. : Henry,

Alfred, deceased: Theodore, deceased, and A. J.. a resident of Marengo
county, all of Avhom Avere in the late Avar, and all returned hon>e, but

Theodore, avIio Avas killed. The daughters AA’cre: Mary, deceased Avifo of

Dr. Philip Fitzpatrick, and Cornelia, Avife of Hon. (Malcolm Graham, of

Alabama. The father of those childi'on AA'as a very Avealthy and successful

planter. Henry Bethea AA’as born in kVilcox county in 1>;;6.,. He Avas

educated at a prejiaratory school at CharlottesA'ille. Va., and graduated in
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medicine in 1801, at New Orleans, but the war then cooling on, instead of

engaging in the practice of the profession for which he had prepared

himself, he enlisted as a private soldier m the Third Alabama infantry,

and was soon made assistant surgeon, and. as such, left the .^tate with

the regiment, which was the^first from Alabama to reach Virginia. He
participated in all the battles in which his regiment was engaged, and

was never either wounded, taken prisoner, or sick. He left tlie medical

department of the army in December, 1^01, and was for some time with

Semple's battalion. Buring the battle of Murfi’eesboro, he was promoted
to second lieutenant of Hawkin' s battalion of shav|ishooters. In 1803,

orders were issued that all detailed privates should return to their com-
mands, and lie was sent to norther n Alabama as commander of a company
of scouts. Afterward he was commissioned as assistant adjutant general

on Gen. Dan. Adam's staff, and sei ved in this capacity during the

remainder of the war. Soon after the war, in the spring of I860, he
settled down on a jilantation in Marengo county, where he has since con-

tinued to live, and has all the time been engaged in farming with suc-

cess. He has never practiced his profession, nor has he sought political

perferment, but he has always been an active supporter of the demo-
cratic party. In 1863, he was married to Miss Ida E. Rice, daughter

of Judge Samuel P. Rice, of Montgomery. She died in I&60, leaving

a son, Samuel Rice Bethea, who is also a planter, and who married

the daughter of Capt. 'William M. Selden. of Faunsdale. Dr. Bethea is a

member of the order of Elks.

Edward H. C. Bailey, M. D., practicing idiysician of Demppolis.

Ala., was born in Monroe county. Va.. December 14. 1825. He is a son

of Edward B. and Mary C. (Corrie) Bailey; the former, though a Virginian,

was of English ancestry. His mother was a iMiss Howe, a cousin of Lord
Howe, of England. Edward B. Bailey was a lawyer by profession, and
before the war he held the judgeship of the circuit court in Virginia. Mrs.

Mary C. Bailey was a South Carolinian, of Scotch ancestry. She died

during the Civil war. Dr. Bailej' is one of five children, four sons and
one daughter. He is the eldest of the family, and received an academical

education in Virginia. In 1844. he began the study of medicine, and

graduated from the university of Virginia in 1848. He at once entered

upon the practice of medicine at Lewisb'urg. Va. He afterward went to

Missouri, where he practiced medicine from 1853 to 18(51. In this latter

year he entered the Missouri stale troops, and was made chief surgeon of

the second division. He was afterwanl made chief surgeon of tlie second

brigade of I^Iissouri Confederate troops. In 1862 lie was made medical

purveyor of the department of Alabama. Mississippi and east Louisiana,

and held this position until the close of the war. In 1 n 55 he came to

Alabama and settled at Demopolis. where ho has since continued to reside

and practice his jirofession. He has long iieen a member ot the state and
county Medical sociojies. He bus 'Oeen president for many years of the
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county society, and is now its vice-president, and he is a member of the

.county board of censors. In he married iSIiss Margaret Shrewsbury,

of West Virginia, by whom he has four sons and one daughter. He and

his family are membei'S of the Ejiiscojial church. He is a democrat in

politics, and a Knight Templar Mason. He has always been strongly

attached to his profession, and he is a successful and popular physician.

J. C. Brown, a prominent mercdiant of Faunsdale. was born in Janies

City county, Va.. October 10, Ib.'il. His parents were Joseph P. and

Mary E. (Harwood) Brown, whose jiersonal histoiy is given in connection

with the memoir of J. J. Brown, of Uniontown.. J. C. Brown was six

years old when his jiarents moved to Charles City county, Va., where he

lived until he was eighteen years old. He then came to Alabama alone.

For some time he lived at F^niontown, Ala., and then, in ls7u. he removed
to Faunsdale, and after remaining there a year, he returned to Uniontown.

In 1873, however, he returned to Faunsdale. where he has remained per-

manently. He has, ever since that time, carried on mercantile business

with success, and he is now transacting an annual business of about

^50.000. In addition to his mercantile interests, he has a grist and gin

mill at Faunsdale. He has always been a democrat in politics, and in

1874 was appointed postmaster of Faunsdale, and held the oiiice for a

period of eighteen years, when, he was suiierseded by the present incum-

bent. On May 18, 18^0, he married Miss Maria L. Selden. of Marengo
county, but a native of Perry county, and a daughter of .Joseph Selden,

who was a native of Virginia. By this marriage he has six children, five

sons and one daughter. He has been a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal church, south, since he was twenty years of age. He has also been

,a member of the order of Knights of Pythias for nineteen years, and has

held prominent offices in the order.

Hon. MTlliam Cunint;hame. attorney-at law of Linden, Ala., was
born in Clarke county. Ala., October 1^^, 1857. He is a son of JVilliam

and Emma (Armistead) Cuninghame, both of whom were natives of Ala-

bama. The father, now deceased, was a planter, and the mother is still

living'. The father of IVilliam Cuninghame was George Cuninghame. who
came from Scotland, direct to Alabama, settling in Linden, Marengo
county, which county he served as clerk of its court. The father of

Mrs. Cuninghame was a native of Virginia, but came from North Caro

lina.to .Alabama. His name was IVestwood Armistead. Hon. ‘William

Cuninghame is one of a family of four sons and four daughters. He was
reared on a plantation in Clarke county, -and received a common school

education, and afterward completed a course at Howard college. He
then completed a business course at Atlanta, Ga. In January, l.'sBI. he
became clerk in the otfice of the probate judge of Marengo county, and
I’emained in that position until he was a|>])ointed by Gov. .Jones, in

1890, probate judge to till out an un.xe]ured term. While in this^ofti’ce,

he has read law and has been admitted to the bar. He is now in the
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active piactico of his profession. lie is an active democrat. He was
married in 1880 to Miss Enla IVoolf. dau"htGr of the late Hon. H. A.

Woolf, of IMareng'o count 3
’. He is a member of the order of Knl<i'hts of

Pythias, and is past chancellor of his lodn'o. He has landed interests in

the county-, and is a member of tlie mercantile tirm of Ciminjjrhame d: Co.

Jo Galvaom, of Demopolis. Ala., was born in Knox count}’, Tenn.,

'March l.'n 1803. His parents were Thomas and Alvira (Deal) Gallion,

both of whom were born and reared in TUirke county, X. C. After their

marriage in Xoith Carolina, they removed to. and settled in, Knox county,

Term., where they lived until their death. He Avas a farmer by occupa-

tion, and reared a family of four sons and eight daughters, all but one of

Avhom reached the age of maturity. Jo Gallion Avas, therefore, reared in

Knox county, Tenn., and receiA’ed a fair “old field" education. When
he was about tAventy-four years of age. he Avent out Avith an engiiuA^ring

corps, Avhich laid out the route of Avhat noAV is the East Tennessee, Vir-

ginia & Georgia railroad. This Avas the beginning of Mr. Gallion’s

career as a railroad man. Avhich has uoav extended OA’er a period

of thirt}’-six years. He Avas a foreman of bridge-building and section

Avork for about four years, and then for about tAvo years he Avas a con-

ductor on the Memphis & Charleston railroafh MTien the Federal soldiers

went into Corinth in July, 1808, he conducted a train out of that place,

and his train together Avith six others had to be burned to keep them
from falling into the hands of the Pederals. He next aided in the con-

struction of a railroad from Meridian, Miss., to Demopolis, Ala., and when
^it was completed, he Avas made road-maste]', in which capacity he con-

tinued to serA’e until June, 1898, Avhen, on account of ill health, he

resigned, to accept the position of claim agent, a less arduous one. Since

1806 he has resided in Demopolis. He has been unusually fortunate, as

he has never met Avith an accident during his long career. That he per-

formed his Avork to the satisfaction of his superior officers, is evident

from his long continued seiwice in one position. In January, 1809, he

was married to Miss S. A. Russell, of Kussells. Miss., in Avhich state she

was born. IMr. and IMrs. Gallion have but one child, Thomas Travis

Gallion, avIio has been Avell educated at Demopolis. at the Southern uni-

A^ersity at Greensboro, and at the uniA'ersity of Alabama. He is noAV

preparing to enter the medical profession. IMr. and Mrs. Gallion and

their son, are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, south. Mr.

Gallion has neA’er been active in politics, bat in sentiment he has always

been a democrat. He has been interested in farming and stock-raising

for about seven years, and mnv resides on his plantation, Avhich is knoAvn

as Forest Hill, about tAV(.) miles from Demopolis. His home is one of the

most beautiful places in IMarongo county.

J. T. Jones, attorney-at-law at Demopolis, Ala.. Avas born in Rich
mond, Va., Jul.y 8 (>, ls38. His father, Richard .Tones. Avas also 41 Virgin-

ian, of Welsh ancestry, and a })lanter by occu])ation. He married Miss
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Ann Jene Taylor, a daughter of ZaL-hariab Taylor, of Cartersville, Va.,

and a niece of Creed Taylor, a man of emiiience in Afjrginia. They had
four sons, and came to Alabama in a,nd settled in Marengo county,

where Airs. Jones died in 184ti, and Air. Jones in 1S71’. J. T. Jones was
a child two years of age, when his father removed to Alabama. His

father, though of limited education, was a man of good sense, and sent

his sons to good schools and colleges. J. T. Jones was sent to Prince-

ton college, and entered the freshman class, remained four years and
graduated in 1852, with the degree of bachelor of arts. Three years

afterward the college conferred upon him the degree of master of arts.

He then entered the laiv department of the university of Virginia, where
he studied law' under Profs. Alinor and Hawthorne, and graduated

in 1855. He wms one of seven graduate? in a class of seventy-live. In

1856 he began the iDractice of the law' in Marejigo county, Ala., as*a

partner of George C. Lyon, Esq., at Demopolis, and practiced tliere until

the outbreak of the w'ar. He enlisted as a private soldier in the Fourth
Alabama infantry, one of the first regiments received into active service,

commanded by Col. Law'. This regiment reported for duty to T. ,J.
'

Jackson at Harper's Ferry. He participated in the first battle of Alanas-

sas, July 21, 1801. His regiment having re-enlisted for the w'ar, upon
its being re-organized, Air. Jones w'as elected captain of company D. He
was afterw'ard in the battles of Seven Pines, Gaines's Alill and those

around Kichmond and other lesser engagements. His comx)any, being a

rifle company, w'as ahvays emxfioyed as skirmishers. He was in the

battle of Gettysburg, and while in the trenches around Richmond and
Petersburg, he w'as assigned to duty by Judge John A. Campbell, assist-

ant secretary of w'ar, as judge advocate in the war department, and in

this capacity he continued to serve until the end of the w'ar. Air. Jones
left Richmond the day before it was occupied by the Federal soldiers,

and he escaped on foot and alone uit the tow path by Cartersville, Va,,

and made liis way to Greensboro, N. C..’w'here he reported to Gen.
Breckinridge, secretary of war of the Confederacy. He wms then
informed that his services were no longer required, and at Gen. Breckin-
ridge's suggestion Capt. Jones began his journey to Alabama, He w'as

on the way thirty days on foot, and arrived at Demopolis in Alay, 1865.

In the fail of that year he was elected by the people of Alarengo county,
as a delegate to tiie constitutional convention to prepare the way for the
re-admission of the state into the Union. He then resumed the practice
of the law' in Demopolis. in which he w'as successful. In 186U he w'as

invited by the Hon. P. 8. Lyon to become his partner in the practice of
the law', and tills partnership continued for nine years. In 1^72 he was
elected state senator from his county. In 1^74, while at liis homo in

Demo[)olis. he received a telegram from the congressoinal convention,
then in session, imiuiring if he would accept the uomiuation for congress
from the Fourth district, and though it was his earnest wisli to decline,
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hu was prevailed upon by lii.s friends to accept. In company with Col.

J. W. A. Sanford, candidate for attorney-yeneral of the state, he made a

thorough canvass of each of the fourteen counties of the district. His

opponent was the Hon. Charles Hayes, then a ineniV)er of congress, who
by means of United States troops. United States mar.shals and an appro-

priation of 8400.000 wortli of bacon to the then flooded counties of the

district, was elected. The state was afterward re-districted, and Mr. Jones,

in 1870, was again nominated for congress and elected, and served eight

years as a representative in congress. In 1802 he was elected judge of

the first judicial district without opposition. He has been twice married,

the first time in l'^62, to IMiss Ada Vaughan, daughter of A. G. Vaughan.

In 1875 he was married to Miss Jennie Heese, daughter of R. W. lieese.

M. D., of Marengo count}’. He is the father of thirteen children, eight

of whom are living. He is a member of the Episcopal church, ahd is a

royal arch Mason. He entered upon the discharge of his duties as judge

on the 4th of November, 1802. In May, 1802, the United Confederate

Veterans' association was organized, and of this association Judge Jones

was made commander.
J. N. Lister was born near Aberdeen. IMiss., June 0, 1840. His par-

ents were Jeremiah and Eliza R. (Bush) Lister, both of whom are now
living in Alabama. The former was born in Georgia, and the latter in

the state in which they now reside. )Mrs. Lister^s grandfather. .John

Bush, was an early settler in this state, an Indian fighter, and was high

sheriff of St. Clair county. Mr. and Mrs. Lister had two sons and one

daughter, all of whom survive. .1. N. Lister was reared mainly in Dallas

county, at Cahaba. He received a fair education for those days, and at

the age of seventeen learned telegraphy at Cahaba and at Selma. In

1858 he took charge of the telegraph office at Cahaba, afterward at Selma,

and then again at Cahaba, where he was located when the Civil war came
on. During the second and third years of that war he had charge of the

telegraph office at Selma, the most important office in the state. He then

resigned his office and joined the Confederate army; but before reaching

the field, was detailed to the telegraph department of the government,

and remained in that connection until the close of the war. He served

some time as train -dispatclier at McDowell station, Ala. For one year

after the war he operated the teiegraidi office at McDowell, and was also

engaged in merchandising. In December, 1^(35, he married Miss Joella

Coats, of Alabama, by whom he has had six sons and two daughters. He
left McDowell, and went to Meridian. Miss., where he established a foundry

and machine shop: but the enterprise proved a failure, and in 1867 he
removed to Demopolis and opened the Lister House, since which time

he has been ])roprietor of the house. In 180s he became manager of the

telegraidr office at Demopolis, and has remained in this position ever

since. He was also for about twelve years ex}>ress agent at- Demo])olis.

He is a royal arch Mason, and he and his family move in the best society
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ixt Deniopolis. They adhere to the Holiness faith or belief as Christians,

and are highly esteemed by the entire community.

Robert Beaul McCaUts. M. D., physician and surgeon of iMarengo

county, was born in Hamilton. Harris county. Ga. . October 20. 1"<00. He
is a son of Samuel and ]\Iary (Thomas) McCauts, botli natives of Fair-

field district. S., C. In 1717 three brothers of this name came from Scot-

land to Charleston. S. C., and there operated woolen mills for some years.

From these brothers descended a large number of descendants in South

Carolina, and in otlier southern states. Samuel 2vIcCauts' father was a

native of South Carolina. Samuel iMcCauts and his wife were the par-

ents of nine children. Of the sons two are physicians and the rest are

farmers. The father was a farmer by occupation, and removed to Geor-

gia when about twenty-one years of age. He married, lived and died in

Georgia, his death occurring in 18S.j, when he was seyentj^-three ythirs

old. His widow now lives with a son in Talladega. Dr. Robert B.

McCauts was reared in Hamilton, Ga., until he was eighteen years old,

at which place he received a literaiA’ education, and came to Alabama
W’hen he was eighteen years of age, he at that time joined his brother.

Dr. Jason S. McCauts, then at Jelferson, and at once began the study of

medicine. In 1879 he entered the Southern Medical college at Atlanta,

Ga., and graduated in the spring of 1881. He immediatelj^ located at

Jefferson, Ala., and began the practice of his profession, remaining there

thus engaged until January, 1892, when he removed to Faunsdale. He is

a member of the Marengo county Medical society, and of the State Medi-

cal association, and during 1&88 he was health officer of the county. In

1885 he married Miss Annie Hildreth of Marengo county, by whom
he has two sons, twins. He and his wife are members of the Baptist

church, and he is a member of the order of Knights of Pythias. He is

also a member of the board of medical examiners of Marengo county,

and is considered one of the leading physicians of the county.

Hon. D. J. Meador, a very prominent planter of Marengo county,

and now serving his third term in the legislature from his county, was
born in Fairfield county. S. C., in 1858, March 22. His parents were
Daniel R. and Emalie R. (Estees) Meador, both of whom were born in,

and died in that state. He was a grandson of Job IMeador, who was
under Gen. Marion during the Revolutionary war. The IMeador family

has always been a prominent one, and iSlr. Meador now owns a historic

estate in South Carolina, the grant of which was made to one of his

ancestors by the king of England. The mother was also of a distin-

guished family. D. ,T. Meador was educated at Furman university. South
Carolina, and there met IMiss Lidie A. Poellnitz, who was attending the

Female college at Greenville. S. C.. and to whom he was married in

December, 188l,*in South Carolina, at the house of the grandfather, who
was descended from an early and ])rominent Huguenot family of South
Carolina. Her father, Edward A. Poellnitz, was a prominent citizen of
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]Maren"o county, in whichT county Z\Iiss Pooilnitz a as horn. Immediately

after his marriage. Mr. iSIeador came to Alabama and located in Marengo
county, where he has become prominent as a planter and as a iiolitician.

He was elected to the legislature in 1868, in and again in 18'.)i!. He
is a master Mason, a democrat a.nd a deacon of the Buntist church. Mr.

Meador was one of tlie organizers of the First National bank of Dem-
opolis, and is now one of its directors. He is also a mei’chant at ISIyrtle

Wood and a live-stock raiser. While in the legi::.lature he was :ippointed

on several important committees.

Ho-V. John H. Minge. state senator from Mareuo’o county, was born

in that county May 25, 1851. Ho is a son of David and Elvira H. (Adams)

Minge, the former of whom was born in Charles City county, Va,, and

the latter hi Richmond, Va, 2>Irs. ’'•linge was a daughter of Dr, John
Adams, vdio was a Virginian by birth, and whose ancestors came from

Scotland. The family was prominent in Virginia. David Minge was a

son of John Minge, who is believed to have come from Wales to Virginia

when he was a young man. He had three brothers. Dr. John iSIinge.

G. W. H. Minge, and Collier H. Miuge, who lived in Alabama. David

Minge was a nephew of William Hp'nry Harrison, once president of the

United States. He first came to Alabama in 18 and bought lands in

Marengo count}". He then returned to Virginia in 1(835, and moved his

family to his purchase in Alabama. He lived and died in Marengo
county, his death occurring in Sejitember, 1887. when he was seventy-

five years old, his wife dying in 1873, aged fifty-seven. John H. Minge
received a common school education in his youth, and then for two 3mars

attended Hanover academy in Virginia, where he took a coiu'se in civil

engineering. In 1870 he returned to Marengo county and began life as a

planter, which life he has continued to follow up to the present time

witli great success. He is nov’ president and general manager of the

Faunsdaie Mercantile company. In tlie fall of 1'"'75 he removed to Texas,

and lived at Chapel Hill one year, during wliicli time he was engaged in

farming, and at the end of that time he returned to iSIarengo county,

which has always been his home while in Alabama. In 1874 he married

Miss Bessie Croom Chadwick, of Texas, and a daughter of J. M. Cliad-

wick, a native of Kentucky. In 188(3 Mr. Minge was elected to the legis-

lature from Marengo county and served one term. In 1890 he was
elected to the state senate from Marengo county. He served on the com-
mittees on finance, internal improvements, and agriculture, and was
chairman of tlie committee on immigration, when in the .liouse. He has

been for si.x years a member of the state democratic executive committee,

and for two years of the county executive committee. He is a member
of the Ejiiscopal cliurch, and of the Knights of Pythias, and of the

Knights of Honor. %

Alexaxdeu Pit.m.vn, one of the most successful planters that ever

lived in IMarengo county, was born in Darlington district. S. C., Srptoin-
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lj 3 r 11>, His parents wero Eiisa and Anette ( GeiMld) Pitman, the

former of whom was of Irisli, and the latter ot Scotch, ancestry. They
lived and died in North Carolina. Ale.xander Pitman was the eldest of

nine childrini, and was am infant when his parents removed to Robeson
county, N. C., where he grew to manhood. When about eighteen years,

he came to Alabama and made his home in Wilcox county, where he

married Miss Nannie McCaskill. a native of South Carolina, but who was
reared in *dississippi. This marriage gave issue to live children, only

one of whom is now living, viz. : IMrs. Belle Wilkins, wife of Minge
Wilkins of ^larengo count}’. The mother of these five children died in

1859, but Mr. Pitman never married again. Her death occurred in

Mississippi, in which state iMr. Pitman followed farming three years. He
served three years in the Confederate cavalry as a private. In 1805. he
located in Marengo county, and ever afterward lived in that county,

dying January 3, l'?92. He began with no capital, and by means of

energy and stqierior business tact, he amassed considerable wealth. He
was an unpretentious man, and a typical planter of high moral character.

He was an attendant at the Presbyterian church, though not a member of

any church. He was a friend to all religious denominations. In politics

he was a straight-out democrat, but never aspired to any office. Though
not well educated in his youth he was naturally of keen ob.servation and

of sound common sense, and through his habit of reading he became a

man of great information on all general subjects. He had very strong

will power and was of deep convictions: assured himself that he was
right and then kept steadily on in the course that he had mapped out. He
remained a most active and energetic man up to the time of his death in

his seventy-fourth year. IMinge Wilkins, his son-in-law. is a representa-

tive planter and business man of IMarengo county. He was born in St.

Mary's parish. La., near Franklin. August 8, 1850. His parents were
Richard A. and IMargaret A. (Alinge) Wilkins, the former of whom was a

native of Brunswick county, Va., and the latter of Charles City county,

Va. They were married at Pett'r.sburg. Va.. in 1847, and had ten children,

eight sons and two daughters, all of whom are living. The father was a

planter by occupation, and soon after his marriage he settled on one of

his |)lantations in Louisiana, and lived there until 1859, when he removed
to Richmond. Va.. where he lived until 1870, when he removed to Selma,

Ala., and died there Ayril 13. 187'^, when he was sixty-three years of age.

His widow now lives in Birmingham. Mr. Wilkins was nine years old

when his parents left Louisiana, and he lived with them until 1h39.

October 4, that year, he came to Alabama, and for a time lived at Fauns-
dale. and then removed to Selma, but not long afterward returned to

Faunsdale. He was engaged in mercantile business until when he
removed to the plantation of his father-in-law. with whom he engaged in

planting. IMay 1’, l’’'7>, he married Miss Belle Pitman, who was .born in

30*
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Montgomery county, Ala., Ft'bruary 22
, 1850, and -vvlio has borne her

husband three children. IMr. and Mrs. Wilkins ai'e members of the Pres
byterian church. He is a democrat, and since 1878, he has been a mem-
ber of the order of Knights of Pytliias. Mr. Wilkins is a self-made man,
and has been a very successful jdanter.

D. M. Prowell, a prominent ]danter of Marengo county, was born
within three miles of Dayton, in that county, November 27, 1838. His

parents were AVilliam J. and Sarah A. (Pickering) Piowell, both of whom
were born in South Carolina, and reared near Columbia, that state. Their
ancestors had lived in South Carolina for several generations. In an
early^ day their parents moved to IMarengo county, and here they were
married. They immediately' settled three miles south of Dayton and lived

there the rest of their li^'es. Mr. Prowell wms a wealthy planter, and
reared a family' of live sons and two daughters, viz. : David M., Mildred,

E. Koger, Caroline A., William J., Samuel P. and James S. David M.
Prowell was reared in Marengo county', and has always lived within its

limits. He received a fair education at Dayton, and attended the univer-

sity of Alabama at Tuscaloosa. At the age of eighteen he was compelled

to leave school, on account of his father's death, to take charge of his

interests in the plantation, and he has ever since been actively' engaged
in planting. He now owns 1,500 acres of land in IMarengo county'. He
served two terms in the legislature from 1874 to 1878, and has been mayor
of Dayton for six successive terms, and is president of the board of

trustees of the Day'ton Female academy. In April, 18(31, he enlisted in

the Fourth Alabama infantry', company' D, and was wounded in August,

1862, at the second battle of Manassas. He was afterward detailed to

the commissary dei:)artment, and stationed at Dayton during the rest of

the war. On March 20, 1862, he was. married to Miss Aurginia S. Jones,

of Linden, who .\'et lives, and has borne him eleven children, ten of whom
survive. Mr. Prowell has been a very' successful farmer, and is one of

the substantial and highly' respected citizens of Alarengo county.

H. S. Royal, proprietor of the Roy'al AAuirehouse at Demopolis, was
born in Russell county', Ala., in 1845. He is a son of Daniel and Susan
(Dykes) Royal, the former of whom was born and reared in Burke county,

Ga., the latter being reared in Dallas county', Ala. They were the par-

ents of seven children. Air. Roy'al was married the second time, and by'

his second marriage was the father of five children. They took H. S. Roy'al

to Georgia when he was but a child, and he was reared and educated

there. During the last twelve months of the war he served as a pri’v'ate

soldier in the Eleventh Georgia battalion, and in the army' of northern

Virginia. In the fall of 1866 he removed Linden, Ala., and lived tliere

three years. He was deputy' sheriff for a time, and in 1866 lie removed to

Demo])olis, but a short time afterward went to Livingston. Remaining
there a short time he returned to Demopolis and was engageyl in a con-

fectionery' store fur a short time. He was atterward similarly' engaged at
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Uniontown and other places, and huor toolc vrp the wor';-: of telegraphy, and

Avas agent for the A. C. R. R. Co., at Bellview, Afterward he had charge

of the Western Union telegraph oftiee at Tailedega. He next became

railway agent for the East Tennessee & ^Trginia ra.i'ioad company at

Demopolis, remaining in this position for tr-!i and a half years. He tlien

Avent into the Avarehouse busines.-5 at Hem opoli.^, a'od is thus engaged at

the present time. He has been twice married, the first time in 1><73, to

Miss Maggie Quincj", who died in io77, leaA’ing thre-b children, only the

youngest of AA^hom is no\A^ living. In 1881 l\lr. Royal married Miss Annie
English, of Selma, by Avhom he had one child. He is a member of the

Knights of Pythias, and is a self-made and successful man.

R. M. ScHAVAiiZ. a representative merchant and business man of Linden,

Ala., Avas born in Russian Poland, on .September M. 1840. He recei\md

a fair education in Poland, and came lo Ih':* United States in 1864, abd
remained in New York during the Civil war. In I860 he went to Noav

Orleans, AAdiere he remained about one year, and then in 18G7 he w’ent to

Mobile, Avhere he married, the same year, iMi.ss Augusta Morris, who has
borne him eleAmn children, of Avhorn nine are liA'ing. In 1869 he Avent to

Hamburg, Perry county. Avhei’e he Avas engaged in merchandising till

1883, Avhen he removed to Linden, Avliere he has since been engaged in

the mercantile business. He is a member of the orders of Knights of

Pythias, Knights of Honor, and the I. O. B. B.'s. He is a master Olason,

and a democrat. He has been a successful business man, and has made
himself Avhat he is to-day. a respected citizen in the community.

Captain William M. Selden, a reiiresentative planter of Marengo
county, was born in Charles City county, Va., February 20, 1842. His

father wms John A. Selden, born in Sussex county, Va.
, and Avas a son of

John Selden, a native of England, who, together Avith his tAVo brothers,

came to America at an early day and settled in Virginia. They Avere

descended from the John Selden of England Avho defended Charles I., in

the cause for AA'hich he Avas beheaded in 1649. .Tohn x\. Selden Avas a

Avealthy and successful farmer, Avho lived and died in Virginia, his death

occurring in 1868. He married Miss ISIaria Pemberton of Goochland
county, Va., Avho bore him nineteen children, tAvelA^e of Avhom liA'ed to

mature years. The home of this family in Virginia is the famous West-
OA’er homestead. William M. Selden receiA'ed a fair education in the

common .schools, and afterAvard attended school at Williamsburg, Char-

lotteA’ille and Upperville, A’a. He began life for himself at an early

period. In 1839, located in Marengo county, and there read medicine for

eight months. The Avar coming on in 1861, he entered the army as did

six of his brothers, all of Avhom returned but one. He joined the army
as a priAuite soldier, and as a member of the Greensboro Guards, Avhich

became a part of the Fifth Alabama infantrA’. During the year 1861, he
Avas made a lieutenant of artillery, and commissioned first lieutenant in

the Confederate army. He remained in the artillery until the close of
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the war. but early in 1803 he was ])romoted to a ca])taincy, and served as

such officer to the surrender. He was married Auuust lil, 1803, to Miss

Elizabeth Croon, daughter of Wiley and Elizabetli ( Holliday )
Croon,

both of whom were natives of North Carolina. The Croon family are

descendants of the well-known Hayhood family of North Carolina, and
originally fiom Sussex and Worcestershire, England. Wiley J. Coon
came to Alabama in 1833, locating first in the northern ]>art of the state.

Later removed to Greensboro. Ala. 'He was a farmer of means and
prominence. He was the father of thirteen children. Isaac Croon, one of

the early settlers of Greensboro, came from North Carolina. He was a

cousin of Wiley J. Croon, and was a man of great wealth. Wiley J. Croon
was born in 1705, and died in 1840. To the marriage of William M. Selden

and his wife there have been born five children who still survive, four

daughters and one son. After Mr. Selden returned from the war he
engaged in farming in klarengo county, and has ever since been one of

the most successful farmers in the county. For twelve years he has

been county commissioner of Marengo county and he is a very popular

man. He has alv;ays been active in politics, both county, and state, and
has alwaj's been a member of the democratic party. He and his family

are members of the EpiscoxDal church, and he is a member of the order of

the Knights of Pythias.

FkaxivLIN W. Siddons, a planter of Marengo county, was born in

Allen county, Ky., Aiiril 19, 18f!8. He is a son of James S. and Cinder-

ella (Smith) Siddons. both natives of Kentucky, the former being a farmer

by occux:>ation. Franklin W. received an academic education, and began
the study of law at the law school at Lebanon, Tenn., graduating in 1849.

In 1850 he located in Marion, Ala., and at once entered ipjon the practice

of his profession. In 185l! he located at Linden, remaining there till 1800.

In 1859, he married Miss Rachel Mary Napier, of Marengo county. She
bore him three daughters, who lived to maturity, and still survive. During
the war he was detailed by the Confederate government as agent for the

purchase of cotton, the idea being to establish cotton as the basis of

credit of the government. He was stationed at Selma, and held his x^osi-

tion till the close of the war. After tlie close of hostilities he settled

down to the care of his large xdantation. which has absorbed his attention

ever since. He lived in Selma ux~) to 1885, wlien he moved to his

ation in iMarengo county, near Faunsdale, where he has since lived. He
has always been a democrat in xiolitics, and is a member of the IMethodist

Ex'iiscoxial church, south. At one time he was a master IMason. Mr. Sid-

dons was one of the board of commissioners for Dallas county, to adjust

the debt of that county, and was sent to New York for that X‘iii’P<^se.

The debt of the county was then over 8140, OOt', and he so well succeeded
as to effect a sa^'ing to the county of 8-<G*<)0.

Edmoxi) STK^I)^v^.'K, M. 1)., of Dayton. Ala., was born in ‘Hillsbor-

ough, N. C., NoN'ember 37, 1835. His father. Edmond Strudwick. M. D.
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was a native of Noith Carolina, where he lived, devoted his life to his

l)rofession and died. His father. William Franklin Strudwick, was 3j

member of congress from Xortli Carolina, and a member of tb.e state leg-

islature for several terms. He was a man of wealth and intluence, as was
also his son. Dr. Strudwick. The mother of Dr. Edmond Strudwick was
Miss Ann Nash, a daughter of Chief Justice Nash, of North Carolina.

Dr. Strudwick is one of a family of three children, and was reared at

Hillsborough, N. C. Owing to the frailty of his health in his youth, he
was not permitted to take a collegiate course, but he received a fair

academic education, and sujiplemented it by much travel, close observa-

tion and wide experience, as well as continued stud}^. He graduated from
the Jefferson Medical college at Philadelphia, in 1S56, and he then visited

Europe, spending a year in the hospitals in London. Paris and Edinburgh,

and at the university of Dublin. He then returned to the United States

and practiced for about two j'ears with his father at Hillsborough. N. C.

In the latter part of 1858, he removed to Dayton, Ala., where he has since

remained. In 1861, he married Miss Fannie E. Stewart, of Dayton, Ala.

By her he has one son living: she and five children have died. In 1861,

he went to the war as assistant surgeon at Fort Morgan, and a year later

was sent to the hospital at Richmond, where he served as surgeon till the

close of the war, when he returned to Alabama. He is a member of the

State Medical association, and of the Marengo county Medical society.

He is a man of much learning and is worthy of much respect and esteem.

He is a member of the Presb3'terian church and a roj^al arch Mason.

J. S. Trigg, merchant of Old Spring Hill, iSIarengo countj', was born,

at Marion, Ala.. April 11, 1849. He is a son of Edward S. and ISIartha

(Shepherd) T”igg, the former of whom was a son of Abram Trigg, and
was born in Tennessee. Abram Trigg was bora in Abingdon, Va., and
his father was from Wales. Edward S. Trigg came from Tennessee to

Alabama, and settled in Peny county" at an early da^^. He reared a

familj" of four sons and two daughtei's at Marion. He is still living,

though very oLl, and is activeh" engaged in the mercantile business in

Tuscaloosa coun'^^y Ala. He served in the Civil war three j^ears, not-

withstanding he A'as then an old man. Previous to the war he was very
wealth}" and owned man}" slaves. In 1867 he took his family to Brazil,

South America, where he lived until 1875, and then returned to Alabama,
w"here he has since remained. J. S. Trigg was given a fair education at

Mobile, in Barton academy, and ho then took a thorough Vnisiness course

in New Orleans. In 1''77 he located at Old Spring Hill, entering the

employ of George Skinner & Son, now W. A. Skinner, and has been
engaged in mercantile business ever since. In 1878 he married, at Mobile,

IMiss Alice Hill, daughter of .lohn Hill of Mobile. By this marriage he
has three children. He and his wife are members of the Methodist E[)is-

copal church, south. Mr. Trigg was made a Mason in Brazil. ^becoming
there a member of one of tlie first United States Masonic lodges in that
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country. He is a democrat, and has been postmaster at Old Spring Hill

for fourteen years.

MIxMS Walker, a promLnent planter of Faunsdale, Ala., was born in

Pulaski county, Ga., November 5, 1838. His parenrs were Charles and
Margaret (Jemison) Walker, both of whom were natives of Georgia.

George Walker, the originator of the Walke]’ family in America, was a

native of Ireland, and came with his brother .Tolin to iliis country in 1750.

He settled, lived and died in Georgia. He had twelve children, one of

whom was named George. He was born and reared in Georgia, and was
a soldier in the Revolutionary war. He v,:as the father of nine children,

one of wdiom was named Charles, the father of Mims AValker. Charles

Walker was also born and reared in Georgia, and was a planter all his

life. He came to Alabamaj in 18*2o, and here married Miss Margaret
Jemison, who was born in Georgia, and wdio was a daughter of William
Jemison. She was a sister of Hon. Robert Jemison. wmli known among
the public men of Alabama. She was about fourteen years of agewhen
her parents came to Alabama in 1619, they settling in Tuscaloosa county.

Charles and IMargaret Walker had three sons and two daughters, wdio

lived to mature years, viz.: David S., now deceased; Mims; John, who
was a captain in the Thirty-sixth Alabama infantry, and wms killed at

Resaca, Ga. Sallie and Margaret wmre the daughters. In 1852 Charles

Walker removed from Georgia to Alabama, settling in the cane brake
region of Marengo county, where he died in 1878, at the age of seventy-

eight years. The mother had died in Georgia in 1845. Mims Walker
was fourteen years old wdien his father came to Alabama. He had
attended school in Georgia, and after coming to Alabama he attended the

university of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, that state, taking two
courses of study there, and then taking up civil engineering, wdiich, how-
ever, he did not complete. In April, 1861, lie became a private soldier in

the Fourth Alabama infantry, and served through the entire war. In

1862 he was appointed to the staff of Gen. E. M. Law, with the rank of

captain, and served in that capacity until the surrender. At the close of

the w’ar, IMr. Walker took up farming in Marengo county, and has con-

tinued in that occupation ever since. He is now one of the most exten-

sive and successful planters in Alabama. He owns very large possessions

in the cane-brake regions, the best section in the state for farming. Mr.
Walker began with limited capital and under adverse circumstances, but
by strict attention and correct methods, he has become a conspicuous
success. He is now president, and has been for some years of the Wat-
kins Mercantile and Banking comiiauy, of Paunsdale, Ala. He has been
an ardent democrat in politics, and for eight years he was county com-
missioner of IMarengo county. From to 1886, he was a member of

the legislature as a representative from IMarengo county. In 1864 he was
married to Miss Mary Gray Pitts, daught('r of P. H. Pitt.s, oh Perry
county, Ala., and by her he has four daughters and one son. He and his
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family are members of the Presbyterian church, and he is a royal arch

Mason.

Henry Ashby Woolf was a distinguished lawyer. He was born in

Marengo county, Ala., iHi’G. His father, .James B. Woolf, was a native of

Kentucky, and in that state was married to a Miss Cook. Pie came
from Kentucky to Alabama in 181^, and- was one of the earliest of

Marengo country's pioneers, in which county he lived and died. Pie was
a planter by occupation, and reared a family of four sons and four daugh-

ters. Pleniy Ashby Woolf, one of these sons, was reared on a jilantation

and received a fair common school education in his youth. While still a

a young man he removed to Linden, iMarengo county, and began the

study of law under the learned and distinguished Judge William M.
Brooks, now of Birmingham. Being admitted to the bar he became a

partner of his preceptor, and remained at the bar in Linden until his

death in October, 1879. He represented Marengo county several times

in the lower house of the state legislature, and was a member of the

state constitutional convention. Aside from these he held no positions of

importance, preferring to devote himself to his profession, and as a law-

yer he enjoyed an enviable reputation. He. however, devoted consider-

able time and energy to agriculture, and accumulated a fine estate by his

efforts as an attorney and as an agriculturist. He was married in 1849

to Miss Frances Gholson. of Alabama, by whom he has had two sons and

six daughters. One son died young and two of the daughters are

deceased. The son living is Samuel Gholson Woolf, an attorney by pro-

fession; and the probate judge of IMarengo county, to which office he was
elected in August, 1892, for a term of six years. In 1838-89 he repre-

sented Marengo county in the legislature. He was born in 1853. and was
educated at the university of Kentuck\' at Lexington, which he attended

two years. He then studied law in his father’s office, and was admitted

to the bar in 1877. since which time he has been actively engaged in the

practice of the lawv He was married in 1879 to IMiss Fanny Pickering, of

Dayton, Ala. She died in March. 1891, leaving three children. Mr.

Woolf is a member of the Baptist church. Pie is a royal arch Mason and
a member of the order, Knights of Pythias.

MARION COUNTY.

Dr. James W. Collins, a prominent physician and surgeon of Guin,

Marion county, Ala., w’as born in Lamar county, December 17. 1851. the

sixth in a family of eleven children born to James T. and Mary M.

(Shaw) Collins, natives respectively of Georgia and Tennessee. The
pat<'rnal grandfather was George Collins of Georgia, and the maternal

grandfather was Joseph Shaw of Tcmnessee. James W. Collins was reared
in Alabama, and rt'ceived his early educati<m ;d ]irivate schools, ju-epara-

tory to his entrance into tlie Louisville, Ky,, iMedical college, in ls74.
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where he was under trainin'^ for one session, after which he returned to

Lamar county, Ala., where he practiced medicine until 1890, when he
removed to Guin, Marion county, where he now has a lucrative list of

patients. He is also a merchant and farmer. In his capacity as merchant
he carries a stock valued at 8;',.0 »'), and his farm of 300 acres is a model
of neatness. Besides his farm he owns town property valued at 85,000,

and is altogether a pros]:iorous and honored citizen. The marriage of the

doctor took place in 187'<, to Miss Prances Taylor, a native of Alabama,
and daughter of Pinckney Taylor of Georgia. This union has been
favored with the birth of five children, named as follows: AVilliam O.,

Charlie E.. Thomas E., James E. and Aggie. The doctor is a member of

the Missionary Baptist church, and of the IMasonic fraternity, in both of

which bodies he has the admiration and esteem of all the other members.
In politics he is a democrat, and although he has never himself 'aspired

to political preferment, he does all in his power to elect good and efficient

democrats to the county and state offices. Dr. Collins is a self-made

business man. He began his career at the age of twenty, with no capital

save determination and a sound intellect, his present comfortable circum-

stances being the result.

Daniel N. Cooper, United States commissioner, with residence at

Hamilton, Marion county, Ala., is of ante-Revolutionary stock and of

Scotch-Irish extraction. He was born in Knox county, Ohio, March 31,

1842, the fourth in a family of six children, born to Thompson and
Rebecca (Craig) Cooper. His paternal grand^iarents were Daniel and
Eil-en Cooper, of New Jersey, the former being a relative of John AA'ith-

erspoon, of that state—a signer of the Declaration of Independence. The
maternal grandparents were William and IMary Ciai.g, natives resjiect-

iyely of New .Tersey and Pennsylvania. Daniel M. Cooper was educated

at Mount Vernon (Ohio) high school and passed his early years in the

state of his birth. In 1862 he enlisted in company A, Ninety-sixth Ohio
infantry, was commissioned first lieutenant of the company, and served

until the close of tlie struggle, taking i>art in the siege of Vicksburg, the

battle of Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, around Mobile and at Grand
Couteau. He was in Buell's army during that general's race with Bragg
through Kentucky, and was finally mustered out at Mobile. In 1807 he

came to Alabama and engaged in cotton planting in Lawrence county for

ten years. In 1878 he was appointed deputy United States marshal, and
filled the |)Osition four years, doing much to exterminate the "moonshin-

ers" in western Alabama: he was then apjminted Unitrd States commis-
sioner, the office he at present holds. He is quite prominent in state

j)ol:tics, and has lieen a memb('r of the reptiblican state executive com-

mittee for a number of years. He was a delegate to the republican

national convention at Chicago in and to tin* convention at Minne-

apolis in l'^92. Mr. Coo})er has not only tak<m an active part -in qjolitics

in Alabama, but has also interested himself in lier material progress. Ho was
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a (Urecloi’ in the Warrior Coalfield Kaihvay com])an3’,^vh^)se road was design-

ed to })onetrate one of the finest mineral regions of the state, and is verj"

liberal in his contributions to all enterprises tending to develop the

state’s natural resources. He is the owner of acres of fine land, of

which 200 ax’e under cultivation, and considerable ot'ner properttn He is

a thoroughgoing business man. full of entcrpris,e and public spiidt. which

rpialities have gained for him the high position he holds in the esteem of

the community in which he so happily cast his lot.

Albert J. Hamilton, of Hamilton. IMarion county, Ala., is a native

of the county, and was born December 7, 1S3S, the second of eight chil-

dren born to John and .Jane iHamilton) Hamilton, natives, respectively, of

Georgia and Tennessee. Martin Hamilton, his paternal grandfather, was a

native of Indiana, and his maternal grandfather, George Hamliton, was
born in Tennessee. Albert J. Hamilton was reared and educated in his native

county, and in 1861 enlisted in company G, Sixteenth Alabama infantry,

in Avhich he performed active duty for fifteen months, when he was
released on account of ill health. After an absence from the army of

about four months, he assisted in organizing company I. Fifth IMissis-

sippi cavalry, and was elected its third lieutenant, and was wounded at

the battle of Thompson's Station, while leading his company. After

serving some time in this company, he raised a companj’ in Marion

county, Ala., of which he was made captain, and which became com-

pany F, of the Seventh Alabama regiment. This copmany he led until

the end of the war. During his miliatry service, he took part at Thomp-
son's S-tation, Harrisburg, Xunon and Athens. In the battle at Thomp-
son’s Station he was wounded, as above mentioned, in the left shoulder,

by a rninie ball, which caused his retirement for two months, after

which he returned and fought until the close of hostilities, when ho was
paroled at Decatur. Capt. Hamilton has taken quite an activ'e part in

the politics of Marion counly, and of the state, being an ardent demo-
crat, and never having voted any other 'ticket. In 186,") he was elected

sheriff, and served one term: he also served in the legislature in 1869,

1872-4 and 1875, with ranch credit to himself, and to the entire satisfac-

tion of his constituents. In his vocation as planter he has been alto-

gether successful, and in conjunction with farming, he conducts a grist

mill. His real estate interests comprise 8.000 acres. 300 of which he
keeps under cultivation. In 1''65 the captain was hap]>ily married to

Miss IMary L. Terrell, a native of Alabama, and daughter of Judge
John D. Terrell, of Georgia, who was a judge of probate for forty con-

secutive ydars, in Marion county, Ala. To the union of Mr. and iMrs.

Hauiilton seven children have been born, viz.: Albert J., Ella, Ida, Eftie,

John, Icy and Harry. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton are members of the

Methodist Ei)iscopal' church, south, while iMr. Hamilton has been a mem-
ber of ,the Masonic fraternity for many years, and the family epjoy the

respect of tlie entire community.
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Nedom W. Hulsey, merchant and farmer of Gain, Ala., is a native

of Carroll county, Ga., and wa.s born July 2;!, 1843 He is the third of a

family of eleven children born to Kenion and IMillie (Sanders) Hulsey,

also natives of Georgia. His paternal grandparents were Charles and

Nancy (Pate) Hulsey, and his maternal grandparents were .Jonathan and

Lucy (Adair) Sanders, all of the state of Georgia. In 1849 Kenion Hul-

sey came to Alabama, and settled in Cherokee county, where he followed

farming until 18.30, when he removed to .Jefferson county, and there

passed the remainder of his days, dying in I'^TJ, highly respected by all

who knew him. Nedom W. Hulsey was reared in Alabama, and here

received his education. In l^^OJ he enlisted in company D, Third C<)n-

federate cavalry, Gen. Joe Wheeler's corps, and took part in the battles

of Port Donelson, Bowling Green, ISIurfreesboro, Nashville, jChicka-

mauga, New Hope Church, Atlanta and Franklin. He rose to the rank

of captain, and served in that capacity for two years. While at home on

furlough, he was captured in .Jefferson county, Ala., and was sent to

Montgomery, and detained as a prisoner of war tweniy-one days, when
he was paroled. On his return home, he engaged in farming, which
vocation he followed until 1876, wdien he became a merchant at Guin, in

which business he still continues, in conjunction wnth farming. He is

still the owner of 200 acres of good land in Jefferson county; he owns,

beside live building lots in Guin, and his store is w’ell stocked; he does

a thriving trade, which justifies him in placing some of his surplus capi-

tal at interest. Mr. Hulsey has been twice married. His first wife,

whom he w’edded in 1868, was Miss Sarah A., daughter of Nicholas J.

Sanders of Alabama, and to this union was born one child. Parlee. For
his second wife IMr. Hulsej* chose Miss Margaret, daughter of ISIoses

Edes, of the same state, and this marriage has been blessed with one
child, Julius. Mr. and Mrs. Hulsey are members of the ^Missionary Bap-

tist church, while he is a Mason in good standing. He began his busi-

ness life at the age of twenty-one, without any capital; but strict api)li-

cation to business, economy and fair dealing, have brought their reward.

In politics he is a democrat, and though ho aspires to no political office,

he exercises his franchise toward the election of good and capable men
to the various offices of the county and state, within the gift of the

people.

Largus Pe.\rce, a prosperous young merchant, was born in Guin.

Marion county, Ala., w’hore he still resides, on November 12, 1862. He
is the second in a family of twelve children born to A. C. and Adeline

(West) I’earce, natives of Alabama, and (d Irish extraction. His paternal

grandparents were .John M. W. and Elizabeth I^earce of Georgia, but

residents of Alabama since 1840. His maternal grandparents were Will-

iam M. and IMary West, natives of xVlabania. Largus Pearce was reared

and educated in Mississi]>[)i until he had attained the age of twenty-one,

when here turned to his native state and engaged in merchandising,.
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bciii" tlie junior partner in the firm of .Tamos Peaixa' Co., which firm

carries a well selected stock of general merchandise, valued at >?.5.O00,

and doing as good a trade as any firm in the county. On IMarcli 20. Iss8,

Mr. Pearce married INIiss Agnes Mont.-.., of IM'.ssissippi. and to this happy
marriage has been born onc' child, T-Vtcy F. Mr. Pearce, though still a

young man, has acquired a fine reputation in the community in which he

lives. He began his business life with little or no capital, and has made
all he possesses through his ov'-m industry and a. strict adherence to

honest dealing.

MARSHALL COUNT YU

Albert G. Henry', one of the oldest and most respected merchants of

northeastern Alabama, is a native of Tennessee, born in Sevier county,

December 5, 181G. His education w'as limited to the primitive schools

of his native county. He came with his father, Hugh Henry, to Ala-

bama at the age of ttvelve years. His father opened a mercantile house

in Jackson county, and at the age of eigheen years the son entered the

store as a clerk. At the age of twenty he was given an interest in the

concern, and five years later he Avent into business for himself, and with

the exception of two years during the Avar, he has been since that time

a merchant at Guntersville. Before the Avar he had control of almost the

entire patronage at the point, and Avas the first man in Alabama to

introduce the continued credit system, by which he carried his patrons,

rich and’ poor, upon his books from year to year, and iqion the close of

the Avar his patrons being nearly all financially broken up, he. with the

protection furnished by the crop mortgage laAV noAV in Amgue in the south,

was enabled to adA’ance nearly 8.')0,00t) of goods to his patrons Avithout

serious loss to himself. For some years he has been recognized as one
of the most reliable and substantial business men of the south. He has

acquired large Avealth by his astute business qualities, thrift and energy.

He Avas married first. August 8th. to Mary Anne Henry of Tennes-
see, AA’ho became the mother of eight children, and died December 31,

1884, at the age of sixty-four years. The present Avife Avas Mrs. Julia

Waitt, nee Julia BroAvn. The folloAving memoranda is made of Mr.
Henry’s children: Wallace H.. deceased; Hugh, Margaret, Avife of Dr.

Clifton, of Waco, Tex.; Mary, Avife of Dr. J. Miller; Sallie B., wife of

J. D. Bell, of Texas; Albert G.. .Jr., and Samuel. Mr. Henry is a com-
municant of the Methodist Episcopal church, and his Avife of the

Christian.

Dr. James IMonroe Jackson, one of the oldest and most experienced
physicians of IMar.shall county. Ala., Avas born in ^Maury county, Tenn.,
April 12, isi'C), and Avas educated at .Tackson college, Columbia, in the

same state. In ls43, he came to Alal)ama, and began the study of me'dicine

at Somei'A ille, Morgan county, under Dr. William G. Hill, and subse-
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quently all<>nclo(I the university of Kentucky, at Louisville, and then the

Medical college of South Carolina, at Charleston, graduating from the

last named institution in 1S48. He then returned to Somerville, xVla.,

where he was in practice until 18.')C), when he located in Guntersville, and
has here practiced ever since, standing at the head of his profession,

until the opening of the Civil war, when he enlisted in a company of

infantry, organized at Guntersville. by Capt. Isaac Heniy. He accompa-

nied this company to Clarksville, Tenn., Avhere he organized Stuart col-

lege hospital, of which he was made house surgeon, and there remained

until the battle of Fort Donelson, when he was ordered to that fort by

the medical director, and was there captured by the enemy. He was car-

ried to Camp Chase, and confined from February 1802. to April, of

the same year; thence he was conveyed to .Johnson's Island, and there

was made chief sui’geou of the Confederate hospital, and served both

Confederate and Federal soldiers until released, under general order in

June. He then went to Richmond. Va. ; soon afterward was iiresent at

the battle of Cedar Run, and was then ordered to .Jackson, Miss., as sur-

geon of post, and to assume charge of the wounded removed to that

point from the battle field of Perryville, Ky. After properly caring for

these brave unfortunates, the doctor was ordered to Port Hudson, La.,

and remained there until the fall, and was then appointed surgeon of the

Forty-ninth Tennessee regiment, remaining with it until the troups were
ordered to Vicksburg, then returned to Jackson, Miss., for a few days,

and later, w'ent on to Vicksburg, and remained there through the siege.

From Vicksburg he was transferred to Chickamauga, passed through
that battle, and fought all the way to Jonesboro, on Johnson's retreat,

and was in the battles at Atlanta, and Peach Tree Creek, and then at

Franklin, Tenn. At the latter point he was left in charge of the

wounded, and there organized the IMcNutt hospital, of which he had
charge until April. 186,9. When the wounded were all disposed of he
was sent by the Federals to the military prison at Camp IMorton, Indian-

apolis, Ind., where he was held until the surrender at Appomattox, and
President Lincoln issued his proclamation of peace. After his release,

he returned to Somerville, Ala., whei’e his children then were, and a few
weeks later resumed his practice at Guntersville. with a greatly enlarged

experience, both in medicine and surgery. He stands very high in the

community, and is a master IMason. The marriage of the doctor took

place in 1850, to !Miss Eliza Wilkinson, daughter of Dr. John Wilkinson,

of Augusta, Ga., but he had the great misfoidune to lose this estimable lady

as early as 1836. She had borne him three children, of whom two still sur-

vive, viz.; James L.. of Nashville. Tenn., and Alice Lee, wife of Robert
McKinney, of ^Memphis, Tenn. Harbard .Jackson, the father of Dr. J. M.

Jackson, was a native of Madison. Ga., and was all his days a farmer.

He married IMiss Martha Gill, and by her, became the fathei; of six chil-

dren, named as follows: Elizabeth, deceased wife of Henderson McDonald,
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of Maury county, Tenn. : Susan, d''ceasod wife of Andrew Culp, of

Maury City. Tenn.; Dr. J. Monroe; .Joseph T., of Taylor, Tex.; Catherine,

deceased wife of 'Robert Bryant, of Maury county. Tenn., and Priscilla,

deceased wife of i\Ir. Montague, of Perry county, Tenn. Harbard Jack-

son died in 1844, at the age of tifty-nine years, and his widow the year

following. Mark .Jackson, the grandfather of Dr. .J. M. .Jackson, was a

native of Georgia, was a captain in the war of the lievolution, and died

about the year 1828, at the advanced age of one hundred years.

Edwin O. Xeely, the able editor of the Guntersville Democrat, was
born near Columbia, Tenn., June 2a, 1 s.'j9, the son of J. N. Neely, a car-

riage maker who had acquired a comfortable fortune at his trade, and
purchased a tlouring mill at Columbia. It thus transpired' that the son

learned the business of a miller, and worked at that calling at various

points, until his twenty-third year. In that year he stoiiped work in the

mill and began to prepare himself for a business life. He accordingly

took a course at the Goodman's Knoxville Business college, after which
he entered the employ of a firm of Nashville contractors and builders,

and spent four years in traveling for the firm. He came to Alabama in

the spring of 1887, and first leased, and then purchased, the Guntersville

Democrat, which paper he has since published with great success. Octo-

ber 4, 1884, he was married to ^liss Lois Peck, daughter of Hon. Joseph A,

Peck, of Monroe county, Tenn., and their union is brightened by the

presence of a little daughter. Ethel, and two sons, Carl and Albert.

Gen. Samuel King Rayburn.

—

The name Rayburn was originally

spelled- Reyburn, but it was changed by John Rayburn, father of

S. K. Raybuin to Rayburn—that way of spelling it suited him better.

Gen. Samuel King Rayburn's great-grandfather, Henry R-ayburn, and

Joseph <or .lames i Rayburn, his cousin, emigrated from the north of Ire-

land to America some years before the Revolutionary war, and settled in

Virginia, east of the Alleghanies, near the Roanoke river. After living

in this country for some years, Henry Raybuim, great-grandfather of

S. K. Rayburn, went back to the north of Ireland and married a Miss
Ross and brouglit her with him to his "new world” home. They had but

one son, John, who married Miss .lean IMcClarin, a Scotch lady, and set-

tled in Botetourt county, Va. He was a large land owner, his farm
being on the head waters of the Roanoke river, near a little town called

Salem. To .lohn and Jean (McClarin) Rayburn were born two sons and
several daughters; the eldest son. Henry; the second. .lohn; there was
about ten yeai's' dilference in their ages. They married two sisters,

Sarah and Elizabeth Shanklin. daughters of Capt. Robert Shanklin, Avho

served in the Revolutionary war. .John Rayburn, father of Samuel K..

moved to Barren county, Ky., about the year 1799, his fafhei' having
given him land warrants. He moved from Kentucky to Tennessee and
settled in Bedford county, where took up RttiiD aert's of land ab'out fifty

miles from Nashville. Samuel King Rayburn was J)oru on this place



?» f:

' tni. jhv.o&is’d'i < m^ifW ..

^

K-' ‘•::i-.

lo tjlip v;-^7I}qA ]j<NtflBP'»'‘Jb .iMi»i.if? ;.on«)T X'tur.K tct

o.iH'VrtnO i iz^T .i«/i7o‘r i0 ,,t mmv^ t«mat>u. .i .ict i ma9,^ rt^r.u

...WT HfMfcJU tO o!iw b©fcfiyw)b^:

./ji'/r li> .qT^io I>c»^'>Mf>:|!

•3.;; »•> wij) )^^s; .U'^f M h^jh iioa

ft e.tnr .1 -^<1 lo .^iv/allol

jb'>ih ftua' 'to f wrt*'- ,nf^*jof>0 lo ©viJn^t

y'trtwfn^i oUlf a'jt'-MnoO arft oJdi< ,Y4»ai^!l .0 >:i¥/aS

-.Ml

-IR'. n ,v}o^Pl •>> ’5'^ i«oa OilU >uiul ,.muT .iMtamcO lusn mod

h.fp .'^;iDft‘'i! «AI fffi
x>ij7r "iosIbie ojitiix

uok ofU jAjfit bi'ynjr-.ftn^t aiififf j2- m llha a h^»^dowq

ifMor^ fifi V-,tri!i*iO lirilit h/u) ,’toiiim s ^o Mtmmfd esU i)4>{i*LB9l

oilj -A‘i> -fr hoijfjoijtfc ofi ;il ii’ir.'fi-'^XJ^'/Jt’' siii Mino .aitflicq

YV* :rrfi>3‘>s/4«; «H ftU ..
T{>wmW eKUMjmq bds Him

{M'^ " a*iOih(>i'0 odi iff oa-xooo s iloo$

fi'Mffd WfM, « totq^

ni ^ui^wdA oi xuol Jo©qa brta

£irf ! ,iiifa«r^yvn<^ brtY/ lt»xR bm odi

x>im
.latoomad,

,Ad.is4(oR :wo>Ho^<‘irfl^<Mi^^ b*ht«m new 9d i3<f^

ofil *f<i «5i Xioiiw "tAirdt iftm ,%<i0m.o ©o'tnoM lo

.fi idU, h»s3; .ieaoH /o>t4;srra£t

i) ’reiliid.
'

uif^n. hn^ # .MudiEsiJ^'ball'jqa

.ti;>dad iftlft faajif'a lo tfw n wdy.eH -iH .8

htfc ,xr»iij*m^T c i|»‘a lsi/ttMJa*.n»0

lo it)h0^5 ods fjofii;i'S^n!f*»o^ «i<if .axMd7«W r^oaT. xo*<rfq»aot

ni
wahoosA o4 •

i;fti?n ‘MO- :vv/h’ ^-AoidcM' 'oiJ^'-r»»ni '.iloiii»ipf-u-’jrA'<x<i Mliif%ify-1^

to t*'*®'**^ -.atisoy, ^wtifs 'dA y^Tiswoo SfriJ fli

a«siM r. m'nujta bfli* biW8»ii*i. 1« rf5-roi»'ydl 'O# ii'>Rd ioow ,ina<i\aH'..H .8
.

jtrrf bib! y^,rlT .offt'orl ood, JdjilfCttd btifi e^oJI

dtduv8/J>' 4uU^o4^^.d0pl.»4M cMv/ ,itoB ono

' untA Kjxf :xoTpyo o]y^-ud ft v«Y vittiT^uo iioi-rtaioH <d bylti

bf>il/tii rvf-Yt IS xicotf ydJ''jb av'SJftW f>*od no 'aniyo

I’flo y'lQpA ow ox&or xiTKcJvcSl (iari»d!>.>lA,i fjdol, oT
^

*£00108

aji w o^xOrD-i iriioL odt tovoa

,ax«dai* ov/. i^-iTMxrj ^^odT

oib^ .ifUiio-ajis «-v»<loV? 4fil/buj»t8 *«« daiea

,x>l
,4xrd, mU al !>«yxo8

or IVOYO^
:

t>ifb
.«Ja#wvw

tnit W% 4n4if 'lo'^-^'^s oit^r-.<ijrdb<>j ,7>d»joo ni fy.W;>to»

fxo jixwr Kiiv/

ja



«

498 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA

September le, 1811. In tlie year islS his parent.s moved to north Ala-

bama. Samuel Kin.h wa.s .Jolin Rayburn's seventh chikl. There were

ten children, all of those reachin<^ maturity bein" highly res})ected men
and women. Gen. Rayburn wus a man of litt'rary tastes, and had a mem-
ory remarkable for its retentiveness, and it never failed him, even to the

last day of his life. His character combined that strength and that ten-

derness and gentleness which we only tind in one who is truly noble. He
was a man whose very bearing and aj)pearance commanded respect from

all who came in contact with him. Ho took a lively interest in all pub-

lic affairs and his mind was an encyclopedia of information on all matters

of importance that had transpired since his earliest recollection up to the

time of his death. He settled at Guntersville in where, with the

exception of two years, he merchandised until 1847. As a member of

Capt. James ^I. Gen's company, he participated in the Mexican war. In

184.9 he was elected clerk of the circuit court of ^Marshall county, and

served eig'ht jmars in that capacity. He was elected to the state senate

in 1857. He also had the office of president of the Tennessee & Coosa

railroad company until 18(58. At the outbreak of the Civil war
he was elected major-general of the militia by the people of IMarshall,

Jackson, De Kalb, and Cherokee counties. This position he resigned in

1802 and was appointed on the staff' of Gov. Moore. In the fall of that

year he raised a company of volunteers and Avas commissioned captain of

company B, Forty-eighth Alabama infantry. In 1800 Gen. Rayburn Avas

appointed register and master in chancery, and ho was continued in the

office by the Auirious chancellors up to the time of his death. AA'hich Avas

July- 15, 1892. Gen. Rayburn Avas married, in 1840, to IMrs. Sarah DaA'en-

port; the son of this marriage Avas .lohn Rayburn, captain of the Ninth

Alabama infantry, Avho Avas killed at the laittle of Sharpsburg, Va. Mrs.

Evergreen Findlay became the second IMrs. Reyburn, in 1801. She Avas

killed by a shell from Federal gunboats in 1802, the year after marriage.

In December, 1800, Gen. Rayburn married IMiss Nannie Nix, a young
lady of rare mental attainments and extreme amiability of character.

Their tastes and feelings Avere so in harmony that he counted the eleven

years which they liAmd together the happiest of his life. The fruits of

this happy union Avere five children—three boys and tAvo girls, all of

Avhom are living except the second son. his father's namesake, Samuel
King Rayburn, Jr. This young man inherited all the good qualities of

mind ami character of both mother and father, but '‘whom the gods

love die young,” and he died December 20. 18s8
, \n the tAventy-first

year of his age, of tyjihoid feA'er, a few months after his return from the

United States Military academy. The remaining children are Mrs. Brook-

,

ing, Samuel, .lohn S., William C.. and Mrs. ,Iohn D. Chandler. After

remaining a Avidower for six years and nobly acting the part of both

father and mother to his family of small (diildren, he thought it to tlieir

best interest to marry agajn, and accordingly, in IMay, K80, ho married



.i.

V„r

.

." '(
.V

P
‘ '10 a>lW« JAlJlOUilM

-..lA rl)K,„ oi « im_/f-«Kta.9lq9a»
t

'
<

j
' /o '. 1?..' . j - 1 f n «* ( a1 1 1 t rt n iA L ^ j* Ai ftrf

.

vr,,v -vt-.ilT Mlih Mviirrm »«ff ,i»iitA;i«#»itti»8

,„Mt
•' to 11^ 7«5»«bfWj> 00#. -s

imV\ •. tiftttMi'tl lifts

.mx.in i> Ixwl buy,.^.r/)ik4»r
inmt^H ,a^f> \uf>tm'n Um

ni\i >-i ii'i/9 ,<ii»irfwt-M:T^»V<0^' Jf'tint;
'*<'»' W ^

‘.fjM) j/iih Im’ih •fw.ttMtfMiKib.iirfaii-cailo »iH .m ml lao \nU im s

4H ^rdoit /li-nr^i

Ktvrrj \T^* ®
*^f

, ,, . 1 . . _ .li 'i .'Tj : Ji wi < ]'fi rI^ fjftihn ftinw llfl

•*fj/q II f;

ii tvtJr.D! iJ

Ii?
,i^ud ; 3,}h3(i» ni ofOlin .Oitw JJfl

ti nr. (loiijciint rhrt- M'fr **«*“* ***** alifflla oil

’ r

’ ’

3^ i.,*.4 r^4 fwi#l 4 Alii A*>nt:l*rnftnil )o
M,i? OJ i\ii noi:h.''.flm(rf liJrl ImiiI ieriloym;l*xoqmi lo

; ,.
'

., . . (IV.,. ,»»,.iA.;rr 'tts »m 30 onUJ.

ft„<.,or> .y,
IvV o-i>!»o-ed.J liail

' J
48l.^irf

, 9V "•|r,ir> 9tM fi^u. -^itiufiBoo bAOtfiat

!:•:«

^ Kilt if > qjs't f?i itnift '<>a

If. HJal.iiio ^4 i-; 7/ hiwi k t<»^itjtf<l>7 ’7,-iii>*jiiMoo a h^m eu

5j«.v fi-Kirf /-riiH .rtW? Ill
f r ^

' jIl I .' .~kr.i f\¥rty •««:i'to

flilf fir lf:i<a£Jfin-‘ «r/f «.fl
l>fis totei>jo-f I>9ta»CKiq^...

»6W' rfohrvx .m&v aid
'‘?r'!!S?'5

,'ifi-ri<l.ii4;^K« .gyK <.l ,fH>-f fli ,|j;>iriioto &aw mn&-iMH .a^Q ,*1

flt.iiV!: io *!^??

^•ii4 JiY
«^rxr oxl?/

.wR .Icm lii
ff»srr4«i9va

yr^H. v rt Y. ’Z AhimX
;j^tor,MtMffi 'to, lajnoar s»t«T io yto

irovoie fidi A.-jJiifJ';>t> drJ JntfJ e'^wilool fcofi liailx

io atifi'r5 ‘iiiT -slliS V> f>»vil YadJ^iioWw eiaaY

']., 'jlfi £h»1<: o'.7t i»nr: «-iod
9'^® man fioiaw tc<iqarf,aidl

\^t»vd .*#>Sto44ax atom aid Ivao'^ae aril .jqoDxa jiufvil yia moiiw

io r«ir?.:;mi Doo^ firil lijx .oatrimirfelM ,’iT. .trWd^i»U »ai2I.^

abo- out iMw- ^«<r tom bfic •mi^.ttJ toi lo lotoaitila baR bairn

la.ivnu.w1 mli xri
bri 0V(d

fijfi m<vfT ritutot ^tri
toy'^n md lo -t^X

.^£K/sSl '&‘tVl^’3 s.
,Xamhaoii wiHiM «olKi«2 ^iflU

t0?i/L .'Ifiltodi 4 hSt; to ^;fifJ5itim ,.B ntfoi. .Ia«isa/i8 4gfli .

ito io tt.ui o4l v><ltHt ha4 «ito *"*

tiorij tri M
.fonavtoiat

bviiWiH 'mi ,

iCii««s c>J ««a-*£»JHf laari

; -

''
. *. ..A!', i' <„

'

-T?;



PEKSOXAL, MEMOIRS—MAUSIIAEL COUNTY. 499

Miss Jane Warren, a maiden Uuly of suitable ag’o to xrecl with one of his

years. Gen. Rayburn died July 1.', 1S92, lacking exactly two months
of beinij eighty-one years old. He had been sutfering for some months
with a difficulty of breathing, but witli that exception vras in his usual

health. About ten o'clock A M., of .Inly la, 1S92, be lay down to take a

nap, and while asleep his spirit tool; its Jlight. His death was instantan-

eous and painless, caused from heart fniluiH. Notwithstanding his great

age he was a man in the fullest sense of the word up to the hour of his

death, being in full possession of ail his mental faculties, and his bod-

ily vigor being preserved to a remarkable degree. Never was there a

man occupying as many public positions as he did that had fewer ene-

mies and more friends. Only a few weeks before his death he attended

the meeting of a democratic club, named in honor of himself, and made
them a siteech. There were many of his old friends and accptaintances

present, and their manifestations of Jove and esteem for him were affect

ing in the extreme. He was a memiier of the Cumberland Presbyterian
' church, most of his family being members of the same. The Rayburns
were originally Presbyterians, but when a di\ ision took place in the

church most of them went with the Cumberland Presbyterians.

Dr. W. L. Thomason, of Guntersville, Marshall county, Ala., is a

native of Georgia, born November 2i, 1S49. In 1854 he was brought to

Alabama by his parents, who located in Henry county, where the son

attended school as well as the schools of Macon (now Bullock) county, Ala.,

finishing in the last named county in 1867. His next progressive step

was to begin the study of medicine, under the tutorship of his father,

Dr. W; B. Thomason, when, being sufficiently prepared, in November,
1869, he entered the Georgia IMedical college at Augusta, and subsequently

fbe Medical department of the Vanderbilt university, at Nashville, Tenn.,

graduating from the latter institution in 1371. He first located at Union
Springs, Ala., where he joracticed three years, and then went to Chambers
county, where he jiassed eighteen montlis for the improvement of his

health, and practicing but very little at that point; next, he removed to

Summit, Blount county, where for seven years he stood high with the

community, as a successful practitioner. He then became a charter mem-
ber of the Blount county Medical society, of which he became the second

president. In December, 18s2, he decided to make his permanent home
in Guntersville, Marshall county, and here he has met with abundant

success ever since. In 1884 he organized the Marshall county Medical

society, of which he served as secretary and treasurer five years; from
1884 to 1890. he also filled Lhe office of county health officer. He has been
a member of the State 2vledical association since U84; and in 1889 was
elected junior censor. He has been a frequent contributer to the medical

journals of the countiw, but of late has not been so prolific, his last con-

tribution appearing in 1891, in which he discussed the treatment of grip

—his practice being now too onorous to permit him to devote milch tmie



(HU
';, K'

:-.ii{ 'i" "'iiM :fj- 'f

.>.)i t J‘i
’.

'fi
‘/[(‘‘j:;'''

> r! 1 ; •<;; i j i
>"Vi‘! i C' ••

I ^ i

.? •''.id 1'.’ r,-pf,iu.'» rt ,(v*riflW saiM

>(''^1 7'til. fivib lijiidvnH ^'.>0 .ivtU'iX

'A'*b. -

t;r';

I

I

i;i !
.-.../f

"1 rr''' li

-Ml '.n'l.'

II '| '

11 i
'

1.

o.i •<Vi biu x'lU'AV

.liVt t'Hb// nr.i 1()

... .1
t •ujriH •• •

'
i‘.1

.li,i(J ("ffi bii'-b

i: ir'-ff)' “!•

.•;*//•.; I'i-d

Ji'U.'i I V.' j. 'm[ ti;.

I, . ili

li’’ i .''J

'

'If.

.r.
i' {«

' .U. irvrnioi'fA '.dikrt'if
’

Vlt-ii! ;(<;<;> t ih'q« kh) qv-Ji-n r.aii'w linr.

..(MM'/l bxih «00'J

:-^d I'-ob'ii'j 'i(H Ui nXifT' i3

'f j’'i! [fij'fr'Mb 'Ai.fi liiti f’v >'!<)}<' til •('iH'f.ni J lu I tii ,rfiJi^i£>

j< o:f b'<vi >4Uf*'»d ’xo^rr vii

!,.}-. <tvji .iji >n.-!Tb';i.M a? :*'*{ ‘cmuii «.r. ^gtiivqifjoo anm

i, ,,q; i^7 ( >-.v. xmO .hbcfirif oiora baa &oim

,j) i',i ji I'li I" till-'; ‘!i lirr*on^'»b » ’Jn

bb' «f if lo i IT uio'/f Ki’imlT
'

u in«»rfl.
ao-'' b - - - -

,t; '..•'vl 'U. ..ivvlpik'ifuuna li'-Kii

i'-! > 'll, i 1.1 /; af;7x ,‘nr0f,H?y3 €<;ft rtl T^rj/

'miT *!^n-ni,w m!'U 'tijr Pithmn-J vj,b.u;'l alU 'tO iacm

e/'id',p lit:;'
’

IJ';. r

C.fJt''''' ' -'» >'** - - , - - ^ ,.,jj . ‘

. .Jr -i.'OT .7 i-.ffv/ TfiiRfliftl-XC* M»W

.>.U';ir*/vaaMM*i ),'MA I ‘Hft rfii'// j;i:r,v, cn;H-i .V.ohj jrfMUrfO

n /:.iJ»v^i'vqurO 'to ,,>co;^ak<.<i1' J: 7/ .jiC[

o. a«-,7 -r ‘7 . M -l 'xAtuaeVoX mio,I 3o ovi3«n

uoa -mT •7-.:! / riffAii' Jii od/f .i,:xorinq kid yrl amsdisfA

..ail/; v'i;;.M^)^>,ooiU!A! -r ; a,a looxl‘>a bs^bn^iJJ

q 'lA- " :p>v
'-
i.''

!/'>' :-lH I'/*"! ^'ti ixnn-'u;. a/

,v ilA.i wU ln qi-ui^Kj. -3tfi 'irvbmii ,'A!ruh‘^at i- yuuik odi oi anw

y-iUxi'" M 4 I J '' ;-i,! ’'Hj :v
,j!0<j;(!K,un M

V hi.;,; A ^tA7!k>> oflt Qti ,6081

-nU k- :.vjar3*iflqojf> i^yibsM adi

.riH i.'kjaxii 'K U(;! -’f,i
; ‘ i t J -,

-u .V/ ' J J • 4* » ' * » J, - -V, » . J, , ..

>,','ivua 5 ;.ii/)o3 ?i'iev/ iiHJ't A 'ii t^'xrk'fV,. doi/it .

.• t^oilo nn> r •}cl onudv ,4i>A .ajiflNqei

f.Ml n; '-.J' ...tiliJQm br*-. od .iUsu’oo

01 hoy .-..u in od ..) k')i ; nuoq jRiU '

U

Ol-Jlii ''';\<rr ;Uj :/,u di-un-.l inifi

.bc>'jk ud .1 ,JJtt{J.OD 0;.fO,l£I ,'titQtUilB

'tUm ): 'Xfu: rd tyrll »H n ,x^iamnmo:>

lidnyo. 0113 ou; Ai'xf o:f H' Ai|oi'X»* Irr/boi/. ^louo^ IfioolH mU lo tsd

(r>(i yjfsi ojix.xj id u‘djl>9h od ,’X‘.'<fxixoooO.- oI

qj hnr'ilfi iltiv ;"HJ an. ' od ''••xoif bnx ,'{1 xojo ' ilx5ila‘t»M .olliv.aioJflt/O nt

ixJrobofC viiuio Uurf^-nilA orU bosirm^xo Qfi IBdX iiX .oo«te Xevo aea'wua

0Yr,yf 9V? kj,i h-.irtok Oil ik. id'X 3o ,y,aoiDoa

ao:id i.-jxI oil ,-i'v)d'(iA ytmro" 3o t'kif'O * doUir oai'i .0681 ot

k/.v t.t' J-axi o/i^ES::xv>ii4'xdjoaar, ir/;db’X o;i' I'-Kfai^irin 4J

b;',>rfMlr: '.drUl 'f 'JiXii'iJ.XtVJ ,tdmAqi'>'X'i O no.od >fd »?ii .loi-MU.X.'kii.fJfit

'-xju.t fa,;} kid .bhJi'i'tiT or no.A^.i j nt aijd 'tiiil t'iJjjd .yxlcui xo oHf alRXtiwOt

qroj It* iR'-ici ixi'i 1

1

Mi «»1 li'.uik/y ili ,ni :in/t4i5>*ftj[xi noilxMlitt

rdiut -.OiX'ih.d riiiri «'m>'icw-k7 von v.''d>d ©oiixxnti: ftid'—



500 MEMORIAL RECORD OF ALABAMA.

to essay worl-:. or to literary olTort. Ttie doctor is a master Mason, and

a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church, south, of which he

has been a steward for nearly twenty years, and for eight years superin-

tendent of the Sunday school in Guntersville ; he also represented his

church in the general conference, held at Kichmond, Va., in The
marriage of the doctor took place in May, 1S75. to iMiss Ida Pearce,

daughter of Tilman J. Pearce, of Columbus, Ga., the union being favored

with eight children, viz. : William Pearce, Paul. Mary Irene, James,

Lillian. Ida Moore, George S. and Wiley Justin. The father of Dr. W. L.

Thomason was Dr. W. B. Thomason, a native of Georgia. He was a

graduate of the iMedical college of Geortria, and of the Medical college of

Memphis. Tenn., and secured a very extensive practice in Henry and

Bullock counties. Ala. He married Sarah Ann Wilcoxon, daughter of

Levi J. Wilcoxon, of Georgia, and had born to them four childrei>. as

follows- W. L., of Guntersville. Ala.; James R., of Bullock c'ounty, Ala;

Irene Ida. wife of S. IM. Smith, of Miaway, Ala., and Polly, now Mrs.

Dowling, of ^Midway. The mother of these children passed away in 1S80,

and in l'-<83 the father re-married.

MOBILE COUNTY.

Whitixg Ames, clerk of the circuit court of Mobile county, wms born

in Montgomery, Ala., December 3i, 1853. His father was Dr. Silas

Ames, a physician by profession, who died while his son Avas a child.

The m'other was Sarah Tarlton, wdio died in 1853. leaving her son an

infant. Left thus ovithout fatlrer or mother at an early age. he was
raised by his elder sisters, and in 1^05 accompanied one of them to

IMobile, which city has ever since been his home. He was educated at

the Spring Hill college and at the Virginia military institute, spending

three years in the former and two in the .latter. In 1870 he entered the

employ of Tarlton. Ledyard & Co., cotton merchants of Mobile, and
remained wuth them in a clerical capacity for a number of years, the

firm in the meantime undergoing several changes in its membership. In

1886 he was elected clerk of the circuit com-t of Mobile for a term of six

years, and is now serving in that capacity. In politics he is a democrat,

and has frequently been a delegate to the democratic state conventions.

He is a memi)er of the order of Knigltts of Pythias. He was married

April i’6. 1''''3, to Miss Helena P. Maguire, of IMobile, a daughter of

P. G. Maguire, formerly of that ])lace.

CuAXCELLOR Herieosco Af.sTii.i.. attomoy-at-law of Mobile, Ala.,

was born in that city Fei^ruary lii, 1''41. His fatluu- was Col. Jeremiah

Austin, a native of Soutli Carolina, and an ofticer in the war of 1>12.

He served in the Alaitauui legislature, and by oc.cu]):ition tvas a cotton

factor and a farmer. Col. Jeremiah Austill diod in W"'l. He w^s a son

1



,>.r/:4aAjA HO aH003i\ jAmouaK
" '• 'T • ‘3

f*cn joJbofc'.o/fr 'iJfoUy oi m
• ul (l-.hlv/'lc ,rt-,'ft;j!'.> Irqoo4i^j3 1'«jWlvU. ^o t^idm^ta n?»I6v«fc «

PM-.'i|(V ‘r.-in^iy lrI}i/o loi Itnr. ,>:'4cw %inyr//i i'j’KJoxi wl lvi>:7/oJ8 <1 xi^ WJrf.

/iul Oil ; 'vM.i ».) iti

f*;!T' .'Vr l Jii ,jiV .I.nvMiiilrt/Jl iiJ Woli oill
^

^

.iV.rf/j f.bt ot iii -uiioof? Oill lo

j> v'fuVJ';'? 4!oi'i<I noi/)l' ‘uIj .i‘v) 1** ' .T> iti'tnjir 2o

.wvHliY/' : ,siv ./jo'jJiUilo iUlw

.J 77 -Hi lorMljV: oiJT jiit^uL 7/1117/ iliijii :P sj'2;ioo;> .o-iooU «M
j. -‘H ./hViooI.) io .n .7/ nifl noKUoioxIT

io oifj If? biiii .i«i'3io50 2o ir.oifjot/, edl

ba.f: v-jiihH ni OH7o;n.[ 'f I'iricroliCiSf 7;ii»7 fi £)‘'Hr>9« bcjfl r.«ffoT .eiilqiixeK

2o t'7r!-yi/-rti' .no'/HoUV/ pa/, jlinui^i oH vjjiA .koiJtujoa -AonlluB

' ht .<H»'ibfii( t •iHo't ni'nil OJ rn^ burl .lu’j^iooi > lo ,0«X0^)iU7/',.C. i.70il

:&\L .7.JnruJ->:!.‘M‘[|r*lT lo ,M asmi>T. ;.f>fA %o ,aJ JT -ii-ffonol

vrofi bill? ,.i3lA ’!*> ,/lJi4rt(7 .1 ^ ,<j 2o elt ff .isbl

£if iiv'ibliifo osoitit *fb iiii.flv'HiJ oil’l .viSv/btliC lo

iOiflBl Dili 8^1 fli bilB'

.vtV'Uas aatao!*' .

.•'
.

n-iurf i'.i.'ti fylUicU 1o 3*3Vit;<i Jkio^lo ad: %o :^’io!o .h:il/./. oxrTHiV/ ^

-a.tici ^ivf Mil .18 ,.4.iA /^iCiDO^jicU £tt

.J)lifl'> -7 fiju'/x a-^'r'- nil! oiiflv,' Lyjb <^rt'-v 7^ tiisJoig'^flcj Jt ,<xj>£oA

( Iic<^ t'-iti -luVBoI i’/.H! Xif b^it> env?

“il jM ‘I’yfiU’iP Iff fuoilii vr Kurii Jtoui
^

oJ 10 oiKi C<f-''r iJi ijoxji 'it^blo Biif %d baiwit

U-. hoJiH.tii'o ?i.v/ f;H .vXiion V.lfi m^-d (,Psm -}y>r^ wiil v/b rfoiriw .slidoM,.

•u<iibiv3<fS Oift J® feo.' ojj.slico* iiiH pcihqH 9di

v.(( jni C^-t if] .noJJftL.oil} ill uW' bflB 7^>intoT Off? o'wrfi

bif)', .<W, ff.il/: 'u> K.ifxiih’srjHt aotKvj '..k/-> hsx^yhiiJ .amiwT lo vobjmo

Diij ..rtns;; b. 'Hidirum B 7o1 v/ic-i'<<rj«o Jworjolo t: ni nt'-'iiJ ilJfW 'borfliJinat

ai .qiffH’iocfuHosJ nV ni a'*?nflfb bnov^a y,aJ'0'§-i"b/*u omininawj eili oi unit

xi8 lo iii'iot xi ‘ioi oJidoI/. -2o rwo‘> ihania^ adS to A’Vih iKdooI® 8«7x od

,bi'iox>i0ol3 a ai ‘Hi feoiiilO'tai .\3i9#i»f«y ni %^rfrs» Tfoa 8i.bo«>^ifl9Y,,

’«:jH>ln}ovfl<jo otiH^ yiJmooxujb ofll ol t at^Xid ylbfotipofti eeif ban

barnxim &l\ /n&idrCl 2o I'O, •xob'.to odJ . 2«» liKlaiom « »i sH

'loirlsiirib xs .ofldol/l lo aaUA ol .8£?Hi .O'; iiifrA
'

.
^ .oob'kf J«xf.J yboxn-Tol

,.x;IA ^oiidoK lo y/fjl-jn-yoitxoiw A O‘380.7i:/7 H 4iO.M3'‘jX7ill^>

'dfiiutoioT. .bO tjkjyr ‘jodtijl aiil Y;t«imb'd yii-) jc'rii xit rt-JOd a*7T

.£;i«i lo tii-ff pxM <ii 70-jxfl.) nw iwm .«rtiiorux^> rinxi* to oviJA^n « JliJ^tfA

uoiio:» .$ m:/t mvnuitrj Kt yd im .MtundalA «d» .©H

nw « «i?v/ oH «i boif) fiit5.4iA d«Uwrri«X. .-roimBl u bxus *ioto»l



H. AUSTILL



L

' 1'

r

I

t

!

•S.

I

"'

.
'

»

\

J,UT«'J/v .H



PEKSONAL MEMOIRS—MOBILE COUNTY. 503

of Eviin Austin, a nativ'e of Nortli Carolina, ami a son of Isaac Austill.

There is a family tradition that the Austill family came from Saint

Austell, Enirland. The mo'ther of C. H. Austill was iMaryaret Eads, who'

was distanth' related to Capt. Eads of INIississippi .]etty fame. Her
ancestry is traced back to Wales. She died in ISOO. Eacii of C. H.

Austill s parents was eightv-tive ^mars of age at the time of their death.

He graduated from the university of Alabama in 1^61, and went dii-ectly

from college into the army of the Confederate States. He was at once

ap})ointed second lieutenant of the First Alabama battery of artillery, and

held a commission throughout the entire war in that command. During

the Kentucky campaign in December, 1<SG2, he was api)ointed to a cap-

taincy in the Twenty-second Alabama, in the way of a detached position.

He was once slightly wounded, and was captured at Fort IMorgan and

held a prisoner for twelve montlis, or until the close of the war. Four bf

these months were spent at Fort Lafayette, and six months at Port

Delaware. He came home from the latter prison in a very bad state of

health, and it required a year for him to recuperate. In 1S66 he entered

upon the study of the law in the office of Dargan & Taylor, of Mobile,

and was admitted to the bar in 1868, practicing at Mobile ever since. He
is a member of the State Bar association, and is counsel for the following

projected railroads: Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City; Mobile & North-

western, and the Mobile & Dauphin Island railroad. Politically he is a.

democrat, and was elected to the lower house of the legislature in 1880,

serving one term. He was elected to the state senate in 188J for four

years. In 1874 he was elected chancellor of the Southern division of

Alabama, and served one term of si.x years. He is a member of the

Ba]itist church. He was married December 24, 1874, to Miss Aurora R.

Ervin, of Wilcox county, Ala., by whom he has six children, three sons

and three daughters.

Hon. Daniel P. Bestor, attorney-at-law of Mobile, was born in

Greensboro Ala., March 27, 1840. His father. Rev. Daniel P, Bestor.

D. D., was a prominent Baptist minister, and served as a member of the

Alabama state legislature, being, as such, one of the authors of the pres-

ent educational system of the state. He was a native of Connecticut. He
was for many years a trustee of the university of Alabama. He was a

son of Daniel P. Bestor, also a native of Connecticut, and a major on the

colonial side in the Revolutionary war. The Bestor family is of French
Huguenot descent. The mother of D. P. Bestor was Eliza Townes, a

native of Amelia county, Va. She was the daughter of Major Jack
Townes, who served in the war of 1812, and was also a native of Vir-

ginia. He was prominent in politics, and was a member of the Alabama
state constitutional convention of With He was a planter of much
wealth, and of English descent. D. P. Bestor graduated from the uni-

versity of Mississippi as a bachelor of arts in I860, standing fifth in a
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class of twenty-four. Immediately afver j?iaduatm.er Ire removed t>

Mobile and commenced the study of law. in the office of Robert H.

Smith, but in the spring of 18(31, the war coming on. he temporarily

abandoned the study of law. and spent a few months on his. father’s plan-

tation in Clarke county. Miss. In the fall of 1801 he volunteered in the

Thirty-seventh Mississippi infantry, and in the .spring of 1802 he was
ordered to Richmond, and from that time to the close of the war he

was in the signal service, acted in the capacity of scout under Capt.

R. E. Milbourn, in the command of Gen. T.. J. Jackson, until the latter

was killed, and then in Gens. Ewell end Plirly's command until the war
closed. He was at Chancellorsville at the time Gen. Jackson was
killed. At the close of the war he returned to his father’s plantation

in Clarke county, iSIiss.. remsining there a few months. In December,

1865, he returned to Mobile and again entered the office of Robhrt H.

Smith. He was admitted to the bar in the spring of 1807, and at once

.entered upon the practice of the law in Mobile, where he has ever since

been located, and he is now a loading member of the Mobile bar. He is

now the partner of G. Y. Overall. He practices all branches of the law

except the criminal, though the larger part of his practice is of a mer-

cantile character. He has built up a large and profitable practice, and

has accumulated a handsome estate. He is a member of the State Bar
association. In politics he is a democrat. He is counsel for the

Mobile Water Works, for the Stonewall Insurance company, for the Fac-

tors and Traders’ Insurance comx^any, and for the Planters and Mer-
chants’ Insurance company, of Mobile. He was elected mayor of Mobile

in 1877, and served one term. He is a member of the Baptist church, and
of the Masonic fraternity. He is president of the board of trustees of

the Medical college of Alabama, and, by virtue of this office, he is a

member of the board of trustees of the university of Alabama. He was
a delegate to the national democratic convention in 1884 that nominated
Grover Cleveland for the presidency, and he was also a delegate to the

national democratic convention in St. Louis in 1888, that nominated the

same gentleman for the same office. He was married December 23, 1873,

to Miss Nellie Tarleton, of Mobile, by whom he has had three children,

two sons and a daughter. The mother of Mr. Bestor died in 1852. a,nd

his father in 1809. Mr. Bestor has been so successful in his practice,

that he no longer finds it necessary to continue the exertions which
necessarily characterized his earlier years, and he now accepts such

cases only as are congenial to his tastes and suitable to liis desires.

Financially he is in all probability as independent as any of his fellow-

practitioners at the Mobile bar, and he is highly respected as a man by
the entire community.

Uriah Blacksiieu, lumber manufacturer and exporter at Mobile, was
born in Escambia county, Ala., March 19, isis, and was tliere' reared on
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a farm until ninntpnn years of age. when he engaged in the timber i>usi-

ness, felling and sawing at intervals in connection with farming until the

outbreak of the Civil war, from which tiinp unril its close he devoted his

time to his farming interests. Peace being restored, he gradually merged
his agricultural pursuits with those pertaining to the man afacture of lum-

ber for exportation and for domestic use. building a number of mills and

giving employment to many hands. In issp Pe moved to Haldwin county,

where he purchased large tracts of land, and located in the upper part

of the county, near IMontgomery Ilili. where he secured the establish-

ment of a postofficc, which was named after himself. Here he erected a

large saw mill and store, stocking the latter with a well selected assort-

ment of merchandise, and began the manufacture of all grades of mer-

chantable lumber on an extensive scale. His business soon assumed pro-

portions so extensive that he found it to be advisable to form a

co-partnership with Messrs. Peter E. and John McGowan, In August,

1892, he decided to locate in Mobile, wuiere he purchased a comfortable

home on Government sti’eet, to wdilch he added maiiy imi'srovements. He
also bought and re-built the mill at Magazine Point, three miles above the

city, with a sawing capacity of 50,000 feet of lumber jaer day, and is now
manufacturing at this mill large riuantities of clear stock lumber for

export and for the northern trade, employing about fifty operatives, in

addition to those employed at his mills in Baldwin county. .January 5, 1870,

Mr. Blackshtr wms united in marriage with Miss Martha McGowan, a daugh-

ter of Samuel McGowan, one of Escambia county’s early settler, but a

native of Georgia. Mr. IMcGow’an was a successful planter and had a

large family, of whom he sent seven sons to serve in the Confederate

service during the war, five of whom w'ere slain. His own death occurred

in 1892, at the ripe age of eighty-six years. Mrs. Blacksher is a nativ'e

of Escambia, was married in her twenty -first year and is now the mother
of two interesting children—E. }vIanford,

.
born August 4. 1879, and

Maggie E., born in December, 1881. Uriah Blacksher is the son of

Jephtha and Martha (Mayo) Blacksher. Jephtha Blacksher was born in

Georgia in 1807, and was married in Brewton. Ala. He was a justice of

peace in Escambia county for many years, was the owner of 20,000 acres

of land, and was a representative citizen of the county. He was a char-

ter member of Evergreen lodge. F. & A. M.. and died in 1889, in the

seventy-eighth year of his age. Mrs. Martha Blacksher was born in

Escambia county in 1822, was married in her eighteenth year, bore her
husband twelve children, of wliom seven still survive, and died in 1^91.

Uriah Blacksher is also a Mason, and an active member of the Gulf Lum-
ber association. He is the owner of 26.001) acres of laud in Escambia
and Baldwin counties, and is one of the busiest and most enterprising men
of the state. He lias done much toward the upbuilding of church and
school, and in politics he is an ardent democrat.
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Prelate D. Barker, postmaster at }^Iobile, Ala., was born in New
York city, September 20, tiis fatlier, Jonathan Brooks Barken-,

was a native ot Connecticut, and a sea cajdain. He was the son of Jacob

Barker, also a native of Connecticut, and of Puritan ancestry. Tlie

mother of P. D. Barker was Frances J. Appell, a native of Connecticut,

and a daughter of Pierre Appel), a native of Bordeaux, France, who
came to this country with Gen. Lafaj'ette. and served with him through

the Revolutionary war, after wliich he settled in Connecticut and mar-

ried Lois Baldwin. Mr. Barker received an academic education at New
Haven, Conn., and at Stratford academy, in that state. At seventeen

years of age he left school and went to Xew York. He entered the law

office of Harris Wilson. Esq., and remained with him two years, when lie

went west. In he came to the south and entered the employ of

McClure & Thames, general merchants at Claiborne, Monroe county! Ala.

In 1801 he entered the service of the Confederacy as the assistant of

Major C. E. Thames, post quartermaster at Selma, Ala., at which jiost he

served during the entire war. On xVugust 1, 1865, Mr. Barker married

Joanna Elizabeth Ferguson, a daughter of Col. Hugh Ferguson and Caro-

line Minter, of Selma, Ala. Col. Ferguson was a retired merchant and

planter. Mr. Barker's place of residence continued to be at Selma until

1879, when he removed to Xew York ivith his family and engaged in the

petroleum business as secretary of the Empire Refining company (limited)

until 18>^3, since which time he has resided at Montgomery and Mobile,

Ala. From 1805 to 1883 he was engaged in the lumber, cotton seed oil

and petroleum business. He was appointed secretary and ti’easurer of

the Selma & iSIeridian railroad in 1869. which position he held two years.

In 1871 he was appointed, by President Grant, collector of internal rev-

enue for the second district of Alabama, and when all the districts of

the state were consolidated in one he was appointed collector for the

entire state. He served in this position for six years and resigned.

In 1883 he was again ajipointed collector of internal revenue for the state

by President Arthur and served, with headquarters at Montgomery. Ala.,

until shortly after Mr. Cleveland's inauguration as president, when he

resigned. He came to Mobile in 1885, and actively engaged in the cotton

compress and storage business, with which he has been connected since

•1878. Ho was appointed postmaster at iMobile in Xovember, 1^90, by
President Harrison, and he now holds that office. In iiolitics he is a

republican, was a delegate to the national convention at Cincinnati in

1876. In 18ss he was a delegate to the national convention at Chicago,

and in ls:92 a delegate to the national convention at Minneapolis. He is

a Knight Templar and a thirty-second degree Mason. He has four

children, one son and three daughters. Mr. Barker came from a family

of great longevity. His youngest grandparent died at eighty-nine years

of age, and the'oldest at one hundred and two -
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Daniel Boone Booth, collector of customs at the port of Mobile,

was born in Autauga county, Ala., May 13, 1839. He is of English

ancestry. His father wa’s Charles Booth, a native of South Carolina, a

farmer, and died in 1869. Mr. Booth’s mother was Elizabeth Booth, a

native of South Carolina, who survived her husband but a few months,

her death occurring in 1870. Daniel B. Booth was reared on a farm in his

native count}', which has been his home all his life, his place of resi-

dence being at the present time in Autagua county. He attended the

country schools till he reached the age of eighteen, and then, in 1859, he

entered Mossy Creek college, of east Tennessee, in which institution he

spent about two years, leaving college to enter the Confederate service

in 1861. He enlisted in a cavalry company formed in Autauga county,

and remained with it until May, 1862, when he was wounded by a ball

in the right thigh, which rendered him unfit for further service during

the war. He was so severely wounded that he was compelled to use

crutches lor three years. As soon as he had sulficiently recovered from

the effects of his wound, he began teaching school at Pine Level, IMont-

gomery county, Ala. In August, 1863, he was elected tax collector of

Autauga county, and while serving in that capacity he was elected clerk

of the circuit court of Autauga county, and served as such until July,

1868, when he was appointed clerk of the supreme court. He thereupon

resigned the office of clerk of the circuit court, notwithstanding he had

just been elected for a term of six years. He remained clerk of the

supreme court till 1875, in which year he represented the eighteenth

senatorial district in the constitutional convention, which framed the

present state constitution. In 1876 he was the candidate of the repub-

lican party for congress from the fifth congressional district, and though

he received a very large vote and ran ahead of the presidential ticket in

his district, he was defeated. Shortly before the close of President

Grant's second term, he was appointed by the president collector of

internal revenue for the second district of Alabama, and he served in that

capacity for two years. For several years after this he followed farm-

ing in Autauga county, but in March, 1890, he was appointed by Presi-

dent Harrison collector of customs of the port of Mobile, and he has

served as such officer ever since April 1, 1890. In politics Mr. Booth
has always been a republican, casting his first presidential vote for

Grant in 1868. He was a presidential elector on the Garfield and Arthur
ticket in 1880. He was for many years a memtx?r of the repuV.)lican state

executive committee, and for fifteen years was chairman of the republican

executive committee of Autauga county. Ho is a member of the Ejiisco-

pal church and a royal arch Mason. He was married in ls67 to IMiss

Sarah E. Benson, daughter of Grandison Benson, then probate judge of

Autauga county. Mr. Booth has eight children, five of whom are sons.

While lie was clerk of the circuit court of Autauga county, Mj‘. Booth
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1870; but he has never been
an active practitioner.
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William A. le Baron, of Mobile, was born in Pensacola, Fla.,

November 7, 1827. His father was Charles le Baron, a native of New
Orleans, La., w’ho was a merchant by occupation and who died in 1881.

The father of Charles was a quartermaster, with the rank of colonel, in

the Seminole war, and for some years was vice-consul at Mobile for

Mexico and Spain. The latter was the son of Charles le Baron, as commo-
dore in the French navy. Upon comin" to the United States he first

located in Philadelphia, but afterw’ard removed to New Orleans, and

finally to Pensacola, Fla., where he died. The mother of William A.

le Baron was Ann McVoy, a native of Baldwin county, Ala., who died in

1889. Her father was Martin McVoy, a Scotchman, who, it is worthy to

note, piloted Gen. Jackson and his army from Mobile to Pensacola during

the w'ar of 1812. William A. le Baron completed his education in Sprpig
Hill college. Mobile county, his x^arents having removed from Pensacola

to Mobile when he was twelve years old. At college he studied both

English and Sxianish. Throughout his early life he clerked for his

father, and in 1846 he helx^ed to organize the Mobile Cadets, of w'hich he

served as first lieutenant until a few years before the war broke out, when,
on account of the demands ux^on his time by his bussiness, he resigned.

In 1856 he engaged in the cotton comxiress business and followed, it until

the beginning of the wmi’. In the fall of 1862 he was elected lieutenant-

colonel of the Tw’enty-fourth Alabama regiment, which position he

resigned a few months later to enter the navy. From 1863 until the close

of the -war he acted as clerk to Commodore E. Farrand. After the w'ar

he clerked a few’ months for his father, after wdrich he and his father

formed a partnershixi in the commission business, and the firm, under the

name of le Baron & Son. continued until dissolved by the former's death,

in 1881. Since then Mr. le Baron has still continued in the same busi-

ness. In politics he is a democrat. He is at present vice consul at

Mobile for Mexico, Nicaragua and Sx^^ain. He has been Spanish vice-

consul since 1881, Mexican vice-consul since 1888, and Nicaraguan vice-

consul since 1889. IMr. le Baron is a member of the Roman Catholic

church, the Catholic Union and the Manassas club. He was married, in

1848, to Eliza J. Robb, who was born in the city of Mexico, and is the

mother of nine children.

Hon. Frederick G. Bromberg, ex-congressman and xn’orninent attor-

ney of Mobile, was born in New York city, June 19, 1837. His father,

Frederick Bromberg, was a native of Hamburg. Germany, and came to

America about 1832. The mother, whose maiden name was Lisette Doro-

thea Kunigonde Beatz, was also a native of Hamburg. They were

acquainted in Hambui-g, and became engaged to be married, but their

marriage occurred about 1834, the father xR'ec'eding the mother to this

country by about one year. In February, 1838, they removed from New
York to Moi)ile on the sliixi Lewis Cass, before Frederick G. w'as a year

old. The father in Mobile conducted a music and variety store until his

death. May 13, 1885, his wife having died July 11. 1>72. Botli died in

Mobile, the former at the age of eighty-three, tlie latter at tliat of sixty-
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eight, Frederick G. Bromberg graduated as nacheJoi' of arts in 1858,

from Harvard college. In 1861 he onterod the chemKiai department of

Harvard college, and served as assistant tvo years to Prof. Charles W.
Eliot, then professor of chemistry in the liawrence so/entific school, and

since jiresident of the university. In 18CG, he vras elected a tutor in

mathematics in Harvard university, N’hich position he resigned in 1865,

and returned to Mobile. Here, during the senooi year 1866-67, he acted

as teacher of mathematics in tlie school of Madaiuc A. de V. Chaudron.

He then served as treasurer of Mobile two years, and, in 1868. he was
elected state senator from the twenty-eighth senatorial district, served

one term of four years, during the time being a member of several com-

mittees, among them the judiciary committee, and committee on banking.

In 1869, he was appointed, by President Grant, postmaster of }>Iobile, and

served until 1S71. In 1872. he was a delegate to the liberal republicyin

convention at Cincinnati, which nominated Horace Greeley for president

of the United States. He was nominated for congress in 1873 by the

democratic convention, though a liberal republican, for the reason that

the democrats knew they could not elect a democrat. He was elected and
served one term, being a member of the committee on commerce. He
voted for James G. Blaine for sjreaker. He was renominated for congress

by the democrats, but owing to the infiuence brought to bear by the

administration, he was defeated. He preferred not to be admitted to

practice law until he should retire from office. In 1877, he was again

nominated for congress by the people's party, but, his friends cfaim, was
counted out. While serving in congress, he took a very active part in

shaping and promoting legislation for the improvement of rivers and
harbors of Alabama, and was the author of the first national quarantine

bill, which was passed by the house, but not reached in the senate on
account of the Louisiana imbroglio. This was the beginning of the agita-

tion which has since resulted in the enactment of our national quarantine

laws.' In 1874, he introduced a bill for the establishment of a bureau of

internal improvements, and was one of the sub-committee which drafted

the “Eads’ jetties” bill for the improvement of the mouth of the Missis-

sippi river. He also introduced a resolution favoring the institution of

an inquiry into the solvency of the National Freedman's Saving and
Trust company. Ho was not opj)osed to the instituiion, but he had reason

to believe that its funds were being misused. The resolution resulted

in an investigation, and the institution was wound up. In b^76, he was
admitted to practice before the supreme court of Alabama, and, in 1880,

he was admitted to pi-actice before the supreme court of the United
States. He is a member of the Alabama state Bar association, and has
served as its vice-president. He is now chairman of the committee on
correspondence. He is a member of the National Bar association, and is

now one of its vice-presidents. He was one of its organizers in l!^~8,

being sent by the Alabama state Bar association. Since 1>^75. he has

devoted his whole attention to the law and, since 1^77. has refused to
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allow his name to be used in connection witli any electi\'e public office.

For many y(>ars he has been vice-president of the southern 'conference of

Unitarian churches. For a numVjer of j^ears folicwing the close of the

war he served as school commissioner-, having been appo'nted by Gen.

Pope. He is now one of the members fj-om Alabama of the Columbian
centennial commission by nomination of Gov. Seay.

Rev. Jame.s Ralston Bicrgett. D. D., [lastor of the Government
street Presbyterian church of Mobile, Ala., was btuTi in Oiivesburg,

Richland county, Ohio, April 6, l(S-30. His father was Joseph Rogers
Burgett. a native of Pennsylvania, and a farmer, who died in Savannah,

Ashland county, Ohio, in December, 1891, in the ninety-tirst year of his

age. He was a son of George Brngett, a native ^f Holland. The mother
of Rev. Burgett, was Ann Ralston, a native of Ireland, and came with

her mother to the United States in 1805, her father having died in ’Ire-

land previously’. She died in 1875. Rev, James R. Buigett graduated

from Jefferson college, Penn., in 1853, talung first honors in oratory, and
at the commencement, he was chosen valedictorian of his literary society’.

He had taught two terms of school before attending college, and afterward,

he taught several terms in Ohio. After graduating, he was for two y’ears

superintendent of the public schools ar Hamilton, Ohio. During this

time he devoted his leisure time to the study’ of theology’, having deter-

mined to prepare himself for the ministry’. He had been a member of

the Presbyterian church since he was eighteen y’ears of age. In the fall

of 1856, he entered the AVestern Theological seminary of Alleghany City,

Penn., and graduated therefrom in 1857, in June, of which year, he was
licensed to preach. He was ordained in April, 1858, and his first charge

was the First Presbyterian church at Mansfield, Ohio, of which he was
pastor two years. During this time, he was also president of a female

college at Alanslicld. In XovembQj-, 1859, he was called to the pulpit of

the Government street Presby’terian churcli, at Mobile, accepted the call,

and has been its pastor ever since, during a period of more than thirty-

three y’ears. His entire attention has been devoted to the ministry, and

he has been an able and efficient pastor. The church of which he is

pastor is the largest Presbyterian chur’ch in Mobile, and one of the

strongest in the state, liaving about 400- members. Dr. Burgett

has been twice married, the first time to Miss Martha A. Vance, of

AVashington county’, Penn., July’ 26, 1855, who died December 17, 1856,

leaving an infant daughter, wlio is now the wife of Rev. F. L. Ewing, of

Covington, Teiin. On .June 6. i860. Dr. Bui’gett married Aliss Sandi V.

AA^heeler. of Alobile, who is his present ivife. By’ this latter marriage.

Dr. Burgett lias had seven children, six sons and one daughter, all of

whom are living except one of the sons.

Peter Bluke, tobaiaronist of Mobile, and ex-sheriff of Alobile county’,

was born in ls46. He received a good English education in Mobile, and

at the early’ age of ten y’oars ho entered the employ’ of M. D. Grinuell, a

j

4



''m

.j,.'.'*)f’CIl‘^/i;'0 .‘.idl N>

i;’ iri'V. •-•n'-JT ,.4s'A

cs'j'^’QOii eptff ”5 “ it/j -i/U

,i<i;a)(f”/!^'3 X}i b'.'il) './'clv/

'

i','.;

’’’' "
,,

.

'>:l l*n[ svU^jdo nf ••(< ot >xttmi *jlfl vrcillii

Tn i(j?!iixro« 'f'tij 1o. fcfsri *to^

'^'1; :o .^c'n'.'k ••)b UV t'wn'f./it nKhutmO

if»:j 'r' I"^S'v'ux,',;x. rioad J-VdVjjd : ho I'oc^iNi* -‘W. fift .

iWkJiXJurn-j A.iTi^dftiA ii.o-vl>-jNdfo<.i,ii .-.rti To ftm. v/oxt kI «»1J

.•o.'.rH 't*' j t>iJC;ru‘fUotr 7,<i ooIis^tiuMUoa iBlrajsstlk^^

.,U /t /n jyjnf

j

v:othjaH •

oidoi/, tloa/fio wnh-d-edsoi*! ioo-JJa

.it iii |/. .offfO ,7tnjJo*> fcjjttWdH

hiU'. .{-/rXJC /i^'y tloV;! ’k» dVitfilT J3

So ‘rx39Y, Jcorl-yyieixlti fjilt ni tii' .nlifO .^tokoo isHBltiaA

HOfitofM oflT .biiiil’JoId to ovii.fui .'? oy-io,;-:.,' To .(tofc i{ hnifr oH 33a

d:ifr otiUlo hn« jMnifyxI lo yvUf.n f .,o..ddl troA .^aH' lo

nr imir 'Mrrr/nl .d-d ni kdhi’J ‘»<iJ pi xdlKw lod

do'Oi.y .H •-n /t-r xii Toih oilH kafll

La/) .riojjno nr awitod a«i4rt.t ,rd'I nJ .aur/1 ftoaiaTt^T. merit

'.'•.vi'ri'.oo -.'.i'll To m'hotolbotK.;"/ aar^oda ':*fi .'loautoynQmfoC'O ©fL

i/x/'.vx*!'dLj .M^,'dSoy i;ndu39lJ/3 d'lolyd tooi'lw Tx> r-iair-jT BArfoE

ovo xw od .^nimuhns^ xaJtA .oiJO xtfftarjai id^urJ &d

ahU '^.urn>a .OiJO .hoTUxoaH '.'xr ^-Joorfr^ -iildx/q ofO To im9,bn9*nnoqir8-

‘Vdoli 'yiiivad ,-n^tdooflJ T<', yy.ijt?-, rail ot arnil 'jUXMof, dd Byfoyob an aiuiT

To -todmora a lUacl fod oH ' .7;ft<«lfum- wit nqt Ea?mrirf

lln'^ aik al To ?.'i-f
'-y noyjd;gio ?.gv.' 'fd ooaTr, fSoimf’t fiuBiaiij^dBO'iE ext^

7TD vac.'ftioi'A To Yumfrjfa? foiT'iOJoatiT •:n‘i: hoxoTHO Off to

rta-f/ y{l .'0:97 if ari/x To .oa'wT. at .'T.Tdf rti xnO‘j;"v"Hl; Bflfi ..arroE

o-ji'iad-. ’^ t't >;id La.n /•'O;-d ,Uxi|A «f hoajJiB'ro fissr/ yB ,do/i07
!,f

ot Bofenaoff

vavr- Hd To .cofO Jdofleai.k In doiufb aaii^l tdH9'i^ mM >ydt asW

ohnaa'r n iu m-daeo.ux-oxLs set/ a.1 .amlT *<di.v.iu'fo‘.I .yraot owl yoJtifiq

To itioStff; -aft O') M'lino aaA ori ,'C*dntO .:e A ni Jj^qi'^Uod;

dfr-j -dr BoJ.,’ axaa .orirfcilf Tn ,fi>rirfrt:dna-y9f7ri>.oxE. .loorda jaoasfri'tvoO onT

rur'' ' 'rioift To I'kht^h.j j'. ?4(ih.oi,> .9‘>*ii-. 'i r/'i 'lotanq atf nood- ft«d f)|XB

brx' .V'fr.lni-fn odt or Iv.dovyl. na«d nsd fi*aTiO>.tkt .ai«e-c ^'ndt

;d 9d riHfff-xr lo daraxio aifr .‘nyunq tuybma Jnur olcfn na iTOod and ad

od) To >u<, i' -.: /vlrdoM liJ ^^'^•£^uh uarraTydao-i*^! 'Siil ai aoTaaq

ityaxaB: yxC .aTodinaar "hHji ^irodn '^nhud 3teta oxfJ ui .0^.03 noiTa

To A Aif tYx'!#! o1 offffT TaxU' aift .BoiTfcifi *,ojyT naad axiff

.Oat-f ,Tr -a.dm'. oa Bari) oxfw .?T2 V.UfT^ .'{.txi'uaD

To '^nio'E J . 'dJl 10 oTiv/ orii 7^on af oxi «r TaaTflt an sobirol

7 da-tca e,iuU bab'orax JJr^xxE .lE P Btwl «0 .m.oT .noianivoa

.o^adTihnr -xaTTxi; ai.ii vO .oTr/x Tn^ts-vu:} rid ai »jdvx .oflxioJ/. To .nab^tdV/

To-' lixx ybtd:d'aO oxto Bus antia /.k, ,flTnBiid;> nnvoa Binf ayxl .Uov^joO .tU

... -^ ,' >,noft atit fo 'xuo txj’.^'jxy rsfxd'x/l '>ib cuod'vr

,vtiUK»o oiidoU To Td'foxJa y.a L»nc .•didoT'^ To T''iitc':'aj!(k>t ,a>JJi xE JIMtidi

bmt .oTidoI/: yf fioilrtoube xlad^aE iiooa « Irbioooi oH ni xrtod r«w

« ,i:o(}iihI> ,<i ,f<'. To vojx/rijo dxfl fx'j*ioSua oH tW'i not B' .iqi, 7i-xxio .odT txT



FEKSONAL MEMOIRS—MOBIEE COUNTY. 517

tobacconist of Mol)ile, for -wliom lie clerked for about ten years. In 1865,

he became the iiartner of ^Ir. Grinncll. and the firm of M. D. Grinnell &
Co. continued to exist and transact business until it was dissolved by

the death of iNIr. Grinnell, in l!^66. Mr. Burke succeeded the firm, as

sole owner of the business, and he has conducted it as such ever since.

Ever since Mr. Burke entered the employ of Mr. Grinnell, at the age of

ten years, he has been engaged in business in the same room, at one of

the corners of Daupliin and Royal streets. He has now one of the leading

tobacco establishments in the city of Mobile. For the last twenty years,

beside conducting his tobacco establishment. IMr. Burke has been largely

identified with the steamboat business, having owned and operated lines

during this time running between Mobile and Pensacola, Mobile and

Point Clear, ^vlobile and Deniopolis and Columbus, and between Mobile,

Selma and Montgomery. He is now the owner of the steamers C. AV.

Anderson and L. T. Armstrong. In politics, Mr. Burke is a democrat,

and in 1880 he was elected sheriff of IMobile county by an overwhelming
majority, and served one term of four years, which is the full limit

allowed b}' law. a sheriff' not being permitted to succeed himself. He was
a most excellent officer, discharging the duties of his responsible position

in a manner which brought to him the praise of all, irrespective of party.

He is a member of the Can't Get Away club, of Mobile. Mr. Burke is

one of the jury commissioners of IMobile county, having been appointed

by Gov. Seay, and he has been for several years a government con-

ti’actor on Star routes. IMr. Burke has always been a public spirited

man and has to his credit numerous deeds of charity.

Philip C. Caxdidus. druggist of Mobile, Ala., was born in Germany,
June 17, 1831. His father was Frederick Candidas, of royal blood, who
served as inspector of forests in Germany. Philip C. Candidas was
reared and educated in Germany, emigrated to the United States at the

age of seventeen, and landed in New York city. He located in Phila-

delphia, where he remained five years as a drug clerk and as a student

of the college of Pliarmacy. In 1853. he went to Marietta. Ga., where
he clerked in a drug store a year and a half, when he removed to Aber-
deen, Miss., and there resided until 1868, except as his residence was
interrupted by his service in the army of the Confederate States. He
was a clerk in a drug store there from 1851 to 1^58, when he engaged'in
the. drug business on his own account, as a member of the firm of Can-
didus & Jones, Mr. Jones having been his emplo\'er. The firm of Candi-

das & Jones existed till 1>64. wlien Mr. Candidas sold out to Mr. Jones.

In the meantime, IMr. Candidus. in 1>^()1, entered the service of tlie Con-
federate army as purveyor of medical supplies to the IM.ssissippi troops,

and he held this contract until when lie liecame an orderly sergeant
in a Mississippi regiment, in wliicli rank he continued until the close of

the war. At this time he resumed the drug business in Aberdeen,, Miss.,

continuing there until 1^6''. In that year he removed to Mobih\ where
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he has bec-n constantl}' engaged in the drug business ever since. He is

now one of the leading and most highly respected druggists in the city.

He has for years been very prominent in druggists' circles and associa-

tions both in city and state, .-.erving at the present time his second term

as president of the state board of pharmacy. He also served several

years as president of the Alabama Pharmaceutical association, and he is

its jn-esent secretary. He is an ex -president of the American Pharma-
ceutical association, and for three years he has lectured on pharmacy in

the Medical college of Alabama. He is also very prominent as a member
of mystic societies, being at the present time a trustee of Howard lodge,

F. & A. M., a past high priest and past captain general of the Knights

Templar commandery. and he is also a member of the Knights of Honor
and the Knights and Ladies of Honor. In politics, he has always been a

democrat, and in religion, is a member of the Protestant Episcopal church.

Mr. Candidus has been twice married. On December 24, 1856, he was
united with Miss Mattie Williams, who died December 4, 1884, leaving no
children. In October, 1888, he married Miss Arvalla Culton, his present

wife. In 1890, Mr. Candidus paid a visit to his native country for the

first time since he came to the United States.

Francis B. Clark, Jr., a prominent attorney of Mobile, Ala., was
born in Augusta, Ga., November 7, 1850. His father was the Hon.
Francis B. Clark, an e.x-member of the Alabama legislature, and one of

the railroad pioneers in Alabama, having been of the projectors of the old

Mobile & Ohio railroad, a director and vice-pvesident thereof for many
years, and subsequently president of the Mobile & Alabama Grand
Trunk railway company, now the Mobile & Birmingham railway. He
was born at Dansville, N. A*., and is of English descent. The mother of

Francis B. Clark, Jr., was Helen IMary ( She}dierd
)
Clark, a natWe of

Orange county, Va., and she. as well as her husband, is living. Francis B.

Clark, Jr., graduated from the Virginia Military institute at Lexington,

Va., in 1870. While there he acted as president of one of the literary

societies, and subsequently as orator of the same society. In 1872, he
graduated from the law department of the university of Virginia. In 1875

he was admitted to the bar at Mobile, which cit}' has been his home
nearly all his life, his parents having been only temporarily sojourning

at Augusta at the time of his birth. At once, upon admission to the bar,

he began practice at Mobile, where he has since ri.sen to distinction. In

1878 he published Clark's Manual of Criminal Law, which had an exten-

sive circulation both in Alabama and in the country generally, and was
adoided as a text book in the law department of the university of Alabama.

In 1^81, he published Clark's Criminal Digest. In 187S. he was made
recording secretary for Gov. George S. Houston of Alabama, and remained

with him until the latter's election to the Unit('d States senate, in l'^716

He was then elected reporter of the supreme court of Alabama under a

special act of the legislature, and acted in this capacity for about six
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iiioiiths. During' that period, conjointly with Thomas G. .Jones, the state

reporter, and now governor of the state, he prepared volumes tifty-seven

a i.l tifty-eight of the Alabama Reports. 'In 1S3J he was elected, by the

general assembl}-, as state prosecuting attorney and solicitor for IMobile

county, serving in that capacity for six years. Since ISSb, he has devoted

liis entire attention to the practice of his profession, in connection with

his brother, Gaylord B. Clark, under the firm name of Clark & Clark. In

18s2, he prepared a book on legal and business forms, which became very

popular, a second edition being published in 1889. He was appointed by

ex-Chief Justice Robert C. Brickell to aid him in the jireparation and

revision of the laws of Alabama, comprising the code of 18ts6. Mr. Bric-

kell was then chief code commisioner of Alabama. About the time of

his admission to the bar, ISIr. Clark aided in the re-organization of some of

the historical military companies of Mobile, one of them being the Wash-
ington light infantry, first organized prior to the klexican war. He acted as

captain of this company for several years, resigning the position after his

election as solicitor. He is a member of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity.

Beside the works already mentioned. Mr. Clark has written various articles

for che law magazines and an occasional article of a literary character. In

politics he is a democrat, and is at present a member of the democratic

executive commitee of Mobile. For many years, owing to the extensive

practice of his firm, he has had no time to devote to literature. The firm

of Clark & Clark are attorneys for the Mobile & Nerv Orleans division of

the Louisville & Nashville railroad. They are counsel also for the

Mobile & Birmingham railway company. Mobile & Spring Hill

railway company; the Mobile street railway company; the Western
Union Telegraph company; the Southern Express company; the Sullivan

Timber comiiany, and several other corporations; for the klobile River &
Harbor commission and the Quarantine board. While their corporation

practice is very extensive, they have also a general miscellaneous practice

which is very large. Mr. Clark is a master of arts, the degree having
been confezmed by the Virginia Military institute. Mr. Clark was married
in Montgomery, Ala., August 29, 1879, to Miss Mary Pickett Banks, who
died Mai’ch 27), 1891. He has three sons living, the youngest being now
four years of age. Mrs. Clark was the granddaughter of Col. Albert

James Pickett, the historian of Alabama, and she was a niece of the late

Bishop Samuel S. Harris, D. D. LL. D., of the Protestant Episcopal

church, diocese of Michigan.

Hon. Gaylord B. Clark, a prominent attorney-at-law of klobile, Ala.,

was born in that city April 10, HlG, His father is Francis B. Clark, a

native of New York, who was educated in Kvntucky, where he has since

resided. His paternal grandfather was Dr. Willis Fish Clark of Livings-
ton county, N. Y., and his paternal grandmother was a Miss Barnard
of Massachusetts. The ancestry of Mr. Clark’s family on his father's

side is Englisli. The mother of Gaylord B. Clark was Helen Mary Sliep-



u

^ •
• *

*. I »7i MW

.YTKTjoi) ajiiiidfw^aJ«>iA:*K jAV:oafl3»i

ohiU 'itU ,?4*iioT. ,0 ,fy>U9(i luilt'gahua

svrf‘)ri‘‘Oy^ Hi>>iXi»,(Io'/ Ivjrtiiqaiq 9ir,ot«t« V''
'wo« tiOiHiMifn

mU vtl ,f;93 -Ltl‘> r.jkv/ s-xl nl' irtxit^ixfA !t'iU lo Wa
-lot • ictJ;9iK>* J>nii -^oancvlta kb ,^Wi«i>aiW» ioiMiioj*

b.q.>’. ;>Iyi<Jirl 9 (f ooxiJB .gnrt5»X Xf« **<'1 ui jjaivna* .'t.t«»i«r»

ftJi /x xioiiyMtioo ns .ifOJtsaoWiq esJd sxlX oJ uolJnoJI® f»iiJQ9 aijf

til ./[iJt;lD A :ii‘iKlO lo wniUi (fii& exit ‘wiirtix .pt MoIv^uO .loxjJsyio elrf

V 197 iJobfvx ,>mio5 f>'/«« l«»i'’*j d^i alood a tmaqsiff od

vrf byinioqqR ci'/.v yM .C^>jX ni bmiStKdtfq nofliba Jxjroo''** n ,rn!uqo(i

b.iB fioijiinwqyjfi ftilJ. ni sstsn bij# oMiys^yiiU -0 ixsdoJ^ s^tlsuX, ^oxdO^x®

yl-ia iH .O^rtr 2o ybo9 ftilx jjdiai'Mjtiixaa ^;(qw«rfolA lo Bvx'xxi »ilt ^o,'ioi«r/OT

*jsn^ od; iuodA aaw.xJnfA to wtoi»if»«s>o »I)o-y loirfo dfldt «B7rM '

)o ornoaio nojJBsinay;xo>on 9di ni b^i>iK s(i»dO .-jKsnf.d oriJ a> floiasunbn

-xJ^.u7/ f»dl Sided motii lo etxo ,olfdut4itd^«oxj^f|xnoo ^ixdinwdfiomXam

x^ic oH .T«'W xixwizol/i exil f»3
ootgiii

^>.irt -leJln xu'xIwikj 9x0 wl

vMn ioln-rt x^l xdexTr xs^eS exO io lofidroai e el oH .loJloiloe »b dostool^^

suhiHti t'.uohiiv ti'dij-rw iifid d i«(0 ;*xK ,I>i»noO/rom Y.bfiMfeial'JOV^oxii ebiasS

«I 'jexcwi'tnxje a lo olnina iR0om»«) xxa bxux aeni^^seoi ^
•njBi'Ximob «dx lo •(oxfxaoixx a jooes^siiq 4x) af bite dirtodmob c sx an aaOtloq

Ivi^Bsns oili .annox to o^iaiaoo avOxxoalsa

XDiil oxfT ,0-xuijvirOt! oJ »J67&bot cml) Oti bfld sed od •*^*‘*^

V. noi^Avib eixBohO 7xoK olidoM ®ri4 *iot «x^noOx5 one >haiO
f f

»di not diile lo-awoo one t^dT imnilien &{Uvxf0fi>l ‘A

iliH ^;nhqa yUdob! namimaa in-nlmi amd^niraiiB A olfdoM

irrrl^'jV: ndi txneqfnoo ‘iB-/xJlen loonl» aifdol/ oxO yi^aqmcxo

n.-.Yiirn^ oxft .vn^anioo ««o'XxizJT xxwinioaqnO jYKeqfftoa dqansoIoT doxxiU

7. novivi xdidoM oeir no.1: ; aao0noqno9 Vdd#o im>rr*» beta ,7 «0qfxido nodcon
;

xioOxjnoqioo -slodJ yliiivr .biisod od'iixtfftesjxi^ adt bxiB aolhtlmmoo sodtem

..sL-;inq ex»oofTBn9'->i!ixn Imooasfi ofilft overt ,o:ri«n->txo

vnlvaxl oon-ob oxO .aSta "lo nokexn r, ft1 yH«r) .nH .osnnl pov tsi domw

hoirtnm .nM ,o1uiiJ^xtl v^neJiUl/: wixisniV oiO ^cd

oivr 8dnca t.te>(oi«^l y^icK aaiM ot ,9^ M iawgaA ,.<4A
flt

vxon ^niod 18‘ :^‘WOX adJ .sxxxvH tmoi^ oondJ aexf oH -t«bl ,«,2 xloiaM boib

I'lodlA .k)0 to •rotylHX'BbbxiB'i'a. od» «aw 'JnetD .enM .03® to aieav; nuol

otel snf3 lo uoyjn B aijvx ox<* bxje to nfihoJ^ixl sdJ aoraflt

l,:qQ'.>.xq5i. Jxx.J.aipiq odi to ,.a 0.1 -O dl ,«rmH .8 xioiIaiE

^ ^ - '^

^ .ac^iidoiUho oeaDolb ,xfo-*ixil3

fdA >IjdoU3o77nbJ0-Y.d«noJ3«JfleiiriJi<>'»q« .>i«B>jO .0 CUIOJYAO .KoH

e .MD .a aioneVI «i noxftKil asia M <I /O JhqA ’^Oo tJiO n| nnod

•some a«ri «f ,tcalo3xS«»oH al wv mty; 4noY ^
-asdlvivl to -dnerD riKi'^ 81107/ MI zatt 'ArKOalbuens lnxn»tfl<l bxH ,bar>i*ot

bieun^ia eaiK 0 aew noiOoxijbdJ?^

a'wdli.1 «ii,t 1.0 7lJm«t a*MndlO.,nI/ to v.niadonfl

-qeiia xn«K x3«foH'ia;w shidO to orfT

1 '•
' .1 AS'

»'
'* i



522 MEMORIAL, RECORD OE ALABAMA.

herd, a native of Orange county. Va. Her father was James Shepherd, a

native of Virginia, and of. Scotch descent. Her ]vaternal grandfather was
Paul Verdier, a French Huguenot. Gaylord B. Clark graduated from the

Virginia Military institute, at T.jexiugton. Va., in July. l^liT. standing

second in his class, having spent four years at the institute. During the

last two years of the war he participated in its hardships and 'trials as a

member of the institute's corps of cadets and was in the battle of New
Market. Was graduated as a civil engineer and followed this profession

about two years after graduating. During the dast year of his collegiate

life he was selected by the board of visitors as assistant professor of

mathematics, but declined the ])osition. While still pursuing the duties

of a civil engineer he began the study of the law witli Amos R. Manning
and Percy Walker, two prominent lawyers of Jvlobile, the former of whom
served upon the supreme court of Alabama, and the latter several terms

in congress. Mr. Clark was admitted to the bar in 1870, but pursued his

studies for two years afterward, entering regularly upon the practice of

the law in 1872 in Mobile. During the first year of his practice he was
admitted to the supreme court of Alabama, and in 1831. he was admitted

to practice in the supreme court of the United States: has been admitted

to and has practiced in the supreme courts of Mississippi. Florida and

Louisiana, and in the United States' courts in those states. His partner

is his brother. Francis B. Clark, .Jr., whose sketch appears elsewhere in

this work, and the firm. Clark & Clark, is one of the leading because one

of the ablest firms of the state. This firm has a very extensive, as well

as a very remunerative corporation practice. Mr. G. B. Clark was one of

the organizers of the state bar association, and he is a member of the

American bar association. He has, u])on different occasions, been offered

judgeships, and has twice been offered a position upon the . su]U’eme

bench of the state, but he has declined them all, preferring to devote his

time to the practice of the law. He is one of the ablest lawyers of the

state, and is a man of fine physical appearance. In politics li3 is a dem-
ocrat. In 1876, he was elected a member of the Mobile city council,

serving one term. In 1878, he was elected to the lower house of the

state legislature, and served here one term. In l^J^l. he was the candidate

of his party for the state senate, but he suffered defeat with the entire

democratic ticket in his county. He was a delegate to the national dem-
ocratic convention which nominated Gr(jver Cleveland for the presidency

in 1888, and he has frerpiently been a delegate to his party's conventions

in the state. He was an alternate ];residential elector for the ISIobile

congressional district. He has been a member of the democratic state

executive committee, and chairman of the district executive committee
since 1884. He always tak'es an active part in politics and in the councils

of his party. He is a vestryman of Christ's Protestant E])iscopal church;

is a memlH'r of the New York democratic club and of the ‘Southern

society of New York. He is counsel for the quarantine board of Mobile
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]):iy and for the ^lobile river commission, genercd counsel for the

Mobile & Birming’ham railroad compan^g and district atlorno\- for the

Mobile and Mississippi division of the Louisville and Xasliville railroad

company. He was married April lo. tssi to Miss Lettice Lee Smith,

daughter of Colonel Robert White Smith, a prominent cotton merchant of

Mobile. Four members of the Clark family are members of the legal

profession. LeVert Clark being a member of the bar at Mobile, and

Louis V. Clark, formerly of the Walker county bar, residing at the

present time in Birmingham, where he holds the position of colonel of

the Alabama state troops. Mr. Clark is also a nei>hew, of the Hon.

Willis G. Clark of Mobile.
•

Willis G. Clark was born in western New York, October 27, 1827.

His father was a physician of large practice and his mother's family, the

Baimards, contributed several educated men io the ebristian ministry’ an'd

other of the learned professions. Both parents were of patriotic descent,

^ their forefathers having participated actively in the war of the Revolu-

tion. Believing strongly in education, their ciiildreu were given the best

education the country then afforded. Vv'. G. Clark commenced school at

the early age of four years and continued, with little intermission, pass-

ing from the primary to the high schools—until he passed his thirteenth

year. At the age of fourteen, he entered the collegiate institute, near

Quincy, 111., founded by the celebrated David Nelson, who was eminent
both as a physician and a divine. After three years of close study in

this inatitution, he returned north, and, for a time, engaged in teaching,

first, in the public schools, afterward as principal of the Dansville

academy, meanwhile improving his leisure hours in the study of law,

which profession he proposed to adopt. In 1845, he entered regularly

the law office of Hon. George Hastings, of Mount Morris, N. Y.. an
eminent statesman and jurist, who had served a term in the Federal
congress and was afterward elevated to the bench. Having completed
his appointed clerkship, in the fall of 1848, Mr. Clark went south, prin-

cipally to see the country. With this view he traveled extensively in the

states of Alabama, Mississippi and Georgia, visiting localities of interest

and particularly the infant industries of these states, which were just

budding into life. He spent some months in the summer of 1849, travel-

ing in Georgia, by i>rivate conveyance, from town to town and county to

county, tarrying at places of interest and taking full notes of scenery,

legends, and, particularly, of manufactories, visiting every considerable

factory in that state. As leisure atfoi-ded, he wrote out from his notes, a
series of letters to the New Orleans Picayune, which were widely
copied and attracted much attention. He also contributed occasional

sketches and political and industrial articles to the columns of the
Chronicle and Sentinel of Augusta. 'Ga.. and to the Daily .Vdvertiser

of Mobile. At a later date, he contributed a series of sketches undvr the
title of A Summer in Georgia, t(.) a monthly magazine published in the
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city of New York. Returning’ to Moi)ile in the fall of he determined

to make his home in that city and entered the law oitice of Messrs.

Campbell it Chandler, for the jiurpose of studying: the Alabama statutes

and the decisions of the supreme court of the state. In the sprin." of

18a0 he was presented to the several courts by Mr. Daniel Chandler of

that firm, and having been admitted to the bar, commenced the practice

of law in Mobile. His time at first not being fully occupied, and having

strong literary proclivities, he accepted the jiosition of editor of The
Southern Magazine, a literary venture published monthly, which had
been undertaken sometime before by a publishing firm of Mobile. In the

spring of 1^.'2, he was solicited to take editorial charge of the Mobile

Daily Advertiser during the expected absence of the editor, Hon.

C. C. Langdon, whose impaired health and serious physical condition

rendered entire surcease of labor and a change of climate absolutely nec-

essary to a recovery. He accepted the position and assumed control in

May, 18a2. The summer of that year was an exciting one in the history of

Mobile. The political campaign, ushered in by the whig national convention

which met in Baltimore and sacrificed, on the altar of expediency,

the great Commoner, Henry Clay, the idol of the w’hig party

of the country—and nominated a military chieftain, Gen. Winfield Scott,

for president, was a stormy and laborious canvass. The whig

party in ^vlobile and Alabama, at this period, was strong in numbers,

and strong in character and influence. Every man of them was
devoted to IMr. Clay, and the electric flash which told of his defeat

at Baltimore was a terrible disappointment, which shrouded every

whig heart in gloom. Angry mutterings were heard on every side, and
leading and influential whigs declared that they would not support the

ticket. The Mobile Advertiser, however, was a party paper, and must
perforce stand by the party ticket. The second question, although of

purely local interest, was not less absorbing and exciting. Under an act

of the general assembly, the people of Mobile were called upon to decide

whether or not the inqiosing and beautiful structure called the Barton

academy, designed and erected for educational use, should be sold, and
the proceeds put out at interest to increase the amounts distrib rted among
the several iiarochial schools of the city. On this question the com-

munity was divided, and for a time political affairs were overlooked in

the immediate and all pervading interest of its solucion. Thus the young
and inexperienced editor was confronted on the threshold of his new
undertaking with responsibilities, difficulties and laViors, which might

well have discouraged if they did not ap^iall him. He had youth, energy

and a great capacity for labor on his side, and was familiar with the

school systems of the northern states. He entered zealously into the

contest, and in the jiress and on the stump contended vigorously foi’ the

candidates of his party, and for the establishment of a system o‘f public

schools in the city and county of Mobile. He opposed, with all the force
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he could command, the proposed sale of the Barton academy, and urged

that instead, it should be at once devoted to the uses for which it was
designed. In the course of the discussion he outlined and printed in the

editoi’ial columns of the Advertiser, a plan for the establishment of

public schools, which became the basis of the system afterward adopted.

The position of the Advertiser on this question was ably seconded by the

Mobile Register—then under the control of Thaddeus Sanford, one of

the most astute, thoughtful and accomplished of editors—and the result

was an overwhelming victory at the polls for the policy advocated by
these journals, and the organization soon afterward of the first .system of

public schools established in Alabama. On his return from the north,

Mr. Langdon proposed to sell his paper to IMr. Clark, who (retiring from
the practice of the law, and from the editorship of the Southern Magazine)

became the purchaser, and conducted the Advertiser successfully, until

the Civil war, breaking out in IbGl. obliterated old party lines, when the

Register became associated with the Advertiser, and the joint journal

was continued under the name of Adverti.ser and Register, and Col. John
Forsyth, of the Register, became co-editor of the united journal. The
Advertiser and Register, although it had strongly opposed the separate

secession of Alabama, took an active jiart in the war which followed, and
zealously sustained the Confederate government, and particularly the

armies in the several fields of conflict, with all of whom it had corre-

spondents. It gave special attention to its news service, organized a

telegraphic system of its own, and contributed largely to the inaugura-

tion of an association of the southern daily newspapers, of which
its manager, Mr. Clark, became president. The paper was published

up to the day of the surrender of Mobile—although such of the

material as could be spared had been removed to a place of

safety—but on the occupation of the city by the Federal

troops, the office was seized, and a printer who came in with the troops

was jilaced in charge, and issued a paper with the material he found. At
the close of the war, the proprietors, having returned to Mobile, made
application for the surrender of their office and contents, but were met
by stout resistance, and onlj' succeeded in recovering their property after

months of delay and discouragement. The next two years, were years of

great prosperity to the Advertiser and Register. The influx of people,

the high price of cotton, and the enormous quantities of merchandise
brought in to I’eplenish the empty larders, and the wasted wardrobes of

the people, made business very active, and as tlie war had disrupted old

business relations, every dealer had to advertise his location and business

The high jirices then ruling for news and book papers, and the scarcity

of both, led Mr. Clark, in to organize a company for the manu-
facture of pa]ier, and a mill was built near Mobile, and thoroughly
ecpiipped for that purpose. Having been chosen president of thd paper
company, he sold his interest in the Advertiser and Register and
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engaged actively in manufacturing enter})r:ses. to vrrirli h';' has continued

to give jittentiou ever since. He was president of the Washington avenue

railroad company, of Mobile, during the period ot its construction, and
beside managing the paper mill, he has he-en engaged, more or less

actively, in the manufacture of .shingles, nava.l stores and lumber. From
the date of tlie organization of the public sc’noois iti Mobile, October, 1852,

to which reference has been made—Mr. Clark has given much time,

thought and labor to the advanceineut of education in Alabama. ATith
the exception of the so-called “reconstruction period.” he has been con-

tinuosly an active member of the board of school commissioners of

Mobile county, and is now tl89u) president of that body. He framed all

the laws now in force for the Mobile system, and originated, framed and

passed through the general assemVjly, of Alabama, in lS5ij, an Act giving

to the puV)lic schools of IMobile, all the sums collected for the state for

licenses for retailing spiritous liquors ir. saiel county. I’his act has been

of vast benefit to the school system cf Mobile—the collections therefrom

for several years having exceeded 830.000 jier annum, which was nearlj^

one half of the annual income of school commissioners. In the year 1865,

he was elected a trustee of the university of Alabama, and held that post

tion until the governor of the legislature, appointed under the constitu-

tion of 1868, came into i^ower. when the office was abrogated. In the

year 1875, a new constitution was adopted, which restored the govern-

ment of the state university to a board of trustees, and provided for

their appointment by the governor, by and with the consent of the sen-

ate. Under this act Mr. Clark was aiipointed and confirmed as trustee in

March, 1876, and by successive re-api^ointments, has continued in office

ever since. He gave to the important worl: of rehabilitating the univer-

sity, much of his time and thought, esteeming no labor too great, where
the interests of this institution of learning were involved. "When more
room was needed to meet the increasing attendance, and it was deter-

mined to make an appeal to the legislature for assistance, to erect addi-

tional buildings, Mr. Clark was made chairman of the committee charged
with that duty, and notwithstanding the discovery that the state treasury

had been robbed of more than 8300,000, and the case seemed hopeless, a

large appropriation was finally secured fo the university. This work
required a constant attendance of several weeks at the capitol of the

state, during the session of 18>2-83. Wlien the fund became available, he

was chosen chairman of the "building committee.” under whose super-

vision, several handsome habs. and convenient residences for the use of

the profe.ssors. have been erected. This yiosition he has held continuosly

since. In recognition of his services in securing the appropriation from
the state, and in erecting the buildings referred to. the trustees have
named the largest and handsomest structun; of them all, in which the

great audience room, and tlio library of the university are located, »“Clark

hall,'’ in his honor. In the congress of the United States made a
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duiiatiOQ lo the state of: Alabama, for the use of the university, of 46,080

acres of the jiublic lands lying within the state. Tlie grant was accepted

by the state, and the management thereof was turned over to the trustees

of the university, by act of the general assembly, approved February 5,

1885. The trustees, in time provided for a committee of three of their

number, to be called •dhe committee of the university land grant" to be

elected annuall}*, to whom was intrusted the care and sale of said lands,

subject to such restrictions as the trustees might, from time to time,

ordain. Mr. Clark was elected chairman of this committee, and has con-

tinued, by subsequent elections, to hold this important and resjionsible

position. He has also been cliairman continuosly, since 1877, of the com-

mittee to piaqiare the reports, required by law, of the trustees, to be sub-

mitted at each session of the general assembly of the state. On the death

of the lamented Enoch Morgan, who died in December, 18SG, IMr. Clark

was chosen to succeed him as president pro tempore, the governor of the

state being ex-officio president. During all this iieriod, ^Ir. Clark has

found time, with “voice and pen," to discuss industrial, educational and,

sometimes, political questions, which, from time to time, have engaged
public attention. He prepared in 1883. on request of the “commissioner
of education," a monograph on the ••history of education in Alabama.’’

containing nearly 300 pages, and covering a period of nearly two cen-

turies, from the earliest settlements in the “territorial era"—1702-1889.

The monograiih was published by the Hnited States bureau of education,

during the winter of 1880-90. Mr. Clark took an active part in politics

during the -‘reconstruction period," allaying himself with the democratic

and conservative party, in which he for years held positions of influ-

ence and responsibility. He was chairman of the democratic executive

committee of Mobile county: then chairman of the executive committee
for the first congressional district, and was, for several years, a member
of the democratic executive committee of tlxe state of Alabama In the

spring of 1835, he was appointed, by president Cleveland, collector of the

port of Mobile, which place he acceptably filled during the Cleveland
administration, and was continued in office more than a year afterward by
Mr. Harrison, who declined to remove him, or to appoint a successor,

before his commission expired. The reason assigned for tliis forbearance

was the excellent record made bv him as collector. IMr. Clark, althoiurh

he has passed his three score years, is as vigorous and energetic, pliy-

sically and mentally, as at forty, and has no idea of “putting off his

armor" and retiring from the activities of life. His temperate habits,

his even temiierament and careful regard of the laws of liealth, have
probai)ly had much to do with his present excellent physical condition.

Orson Lucius Crampton, M. D.. a physician and surgeon, of IMobile,

was born in New York state, October 9. Plis father, who died in

1840, was John W. Crampton. a native of New York and a farmer.’’ whose
32*
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ancestors came from':Dublin, settling’ in Connecticut. Sir Philip Crampton,
the noted surgeon of Dublin, was the first cousin to Dr. Crampton's grand-

father. Orson Crampton’s mother, who is still living, is Harriot Camp-
bell, a native of^'New York. He is descended through the maternal side

from the Scottish clan Campbell, of which the Duke of Argy^.e is the

present head. Dr. Crampton’s maternal great-grandfather was first cousin

to Gov. Winthrop, first governor of Massachusetts. Dr. Crumpton
received an academic education, and in early manhood taught school four

years, beginning at the age of fifteen. Having' studied medicine during the

last two years of his experience as teacher, he entered Bellevue Hospital

Medical college in the fall of l'^G2, from which lie graduated in February,

18G5. Immediately upon graduation, he entered the service of the United

States as acting assistant surgeon, serving from March 5, 1865, to Decem-
ber 12, 1870, stationed meanwhile at New Orleans. Fort Gaines, Mobile,

Tuscaloosa, Montgomery and other places. In 1870 he took charge of

the United States Marine hospital at Mobile, holding this position six

years, when he began to devote his entire time to the practice of medi-

cine in Mobile, where he is now a general practitioner, with a large and
lucrative practice. Dr. Crampton is a member of the Mobile county

Medical society, of the Alabama State association, and of the American
Medical association. In politics he has not been inactive, having been twice

elected, though a republican, to the school board of Mobile, of which

body he is still a member, both democrats and republicans uniting to

elect him. He was appointed a member of the board of county commis-

sioners in 1872, and served two years. He is now examining surgeon for

the New York Mutual Life Insurance company. Dr. Crampton’s relig-

ious tendencies are toward the Presbyterian faith, of which church he is

a member. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity and is also a Knight

of Pythias, having been the first chancellor commander of Mobile lodge,

K. of P., No. 07. Dr. Crampton has been twice married, his first wife.

Miss Clatfey B. LaTomu-ette, of Pittsburg, whom he married in 1878, died

in 1888, leaving one child, a son. To his present wife, who was Miss

Katharine Simpson, of Evanston, 111., Dr. Crampton was married in 1891.

Franklin Pierce Davis, one^of Mobile's prominent and active young
business men, and manager of the cotton compress association, was born

in Mobile, June 13, 1852. His father, D. R. W. Davis, was a native of

South Carolina, and came to Alabama, locating at IMobile when a young

man. He continued to reside in that city until his death in 18GG. He
was a commission merchant for a number of years. During the war he

was cpiite active in military matters, and assisted in raising two or three

companies. His wife was Mary Norris, who was born in Alabama, and

who died in 1887. Tliey were the parents of seven children, four of

whom survive. Franklin P. Davis was born in Mobile, and educated at

Barton academy. After leaving school IMr. Davis took a clerkship in an

insurance company, and sutisequently was clerk for a commission house
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for one year. In l'^72 lie tool: a position as clerk fur one of ^lobile’s

cotton compresses, and after thiee years' time he engaged in the cotton

compress business for liimself. Ke has conlinned in the same business up
to tlie present time. For the jiast seven years lie has held the position

of manager for the iNIobile Cotton Comp-ress association. Ha is a member
of the cotton exchange, and is chairniari of the ri\er and harbor commit-

tee of the exchange. Perhaps the /nost conspicuom-' action of i\Jr. Davis

as a citizen of ^Mobile, was tiiat looking toward the improvement of her
harbor. For a number of years the government appropriations for

improving Mobile harbor had not been as large as her citizens thought
they should have been, taking into account the importance of that harbor.

In 1888 the appropriation for its improvement was placed at the low
sum of 835,000, and at this time I\fr. Davis, recognizing the necessity of

some action on the part of the citizens, undertook to create an interest in

the matter, which should, if possible, result in securing larger appropri-

ations. He brought the matter before the cotton exchange, and asked
for the appointment of a river and harbor committee, of which he was
himself appointed chairman. This committee asked for a conference

with the river and harbor committee of the chamber of commerce, which
was granted, the object in view being the raising of sufticient means to

send a delegation to Washington to lay the matter before the river and
harbor conimittee of that bodj*. and if possible to secure an increase in

the appropriations. He was successful in bis efforts, money was raised

and delegates sent to Washington, with the result that the appropriation

for that year was increased from 835,000 to 8-50,000. Since then liberal

appropriations have been secured each year. The bill passed by the last

congress calls for the completion of the work. When completed the

channel will be GOO feet wide and twenty-three feet deep. The action of

Mr. Davis in this matter is duly appreciated by the citizens of IMobile,

and he receives due credit for the ])art he has taken in this movement,
resulting in such great advantage to the commerce of the city. He is

now advocating a scheme to make Mobile the coaling station for vessels

passing through the Nicaragua canal, when com]ileted, by having the

general government open waterways from the Great Warrior coal fields

to the gulf of Mexico, at an estimated expense of 80,000,000. For quite

a number of years Mr. Davis has been conspicuously connected with the

militia of the state. He organized the Lomax rilles. and was the first

captain of the companjv One year after the organization of tliis company
it won first honors at the maiden drill at Mobile, and the same week
ranked fourth in the inter-state contest with sixteen of the best drilled

companies in the country. Two months later the company drilled a close

third at Philadelphia in a large field of veteran companies. Soon after-

ward, IVIr. Davis was unanimously elected colonel of the Fdrst AUibama
militia. When the great national drill at Washington was first spoken of

he resigned the command of the First regiment and went back to his old
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company, with the view of takina it into the great drill, which was the

largest ever held in the United States. There were entries from every

state in the Union. There were thirty -four actual contestants, and the

Lomax rifles won first honors and de.OOU. Mr. Da\ is belongs to the Ma-
nassas club, and was for years actively i<ientified with UtC Infant INIystics,

contributing much time and labor to make successful the grand displays

held from time to time. Mr. Davis is possessed (>f much artistic talent

and uses the brush and pencil in a manner which places him fai' beyond
the field of the amateur. For several years he h:is been engaged in col-

lecting a series of water-color jiaintings, life size, of all the birds of

Alabama, which collection is now' almost complete, and is destined to be

of great scientific beauty and value. Mr. Davis was married in lt'77 to

Miss Corinne Cluis, daughter of Frederick Cluis. of Mobile. To, this

union there have been born six children, four of whom still survive.

Mrs. Davis died in 1887.

Phelan B. Dorl.vn. sheriff of Mobile county, Ala., wuts born in that

city January 2, 1851. His father is Mulford Dorian, a native of New
York state, who came to Alabama and located at Mobile at the age of

eighteen. He is still living in Mobile county and is a merchant by occu-

pation. His father was Nathan Dorian, also a native of New York, and
the son of a Scotchman. The mother of Phelan B, Dorian was Martha
Lyons, a native of Mobile county. She is also living. Her father rvas

Paul Lyons, a native of Alabama, a Revolutionary soldier, wdro died at

the extreme age of one hundred and eleven years. Phelan B. Dorian was
educated in the common schools of Mobile county, and throughout his

early life he w'orked upon the farm and clerked in his father's stoi’e. He
remained with his father until he reached the age of tw'enty-three. He
was married December 18, 1877, to Miss Sarah J. Case of Mooile. who is

his present wife. Immediately after his marriage, he located in iMobile,

where he has resided ever since. In 1877, he engaged in the gi’ocery

business and followed it four years. In 1879 he was elected county

coroner and served one term of four years, and since 1883 he has given

his attention to different pursuits. For five years he wms engaged in the

wholesale and retail oyster business, and for three years he was manager
of the Gulf City i)ickling works. In politics he is a stanch democrat and

he is one of the most active workers- for his party in the county, and he

uses all honorable means and instrumentalities to promote the success

and welfare of the party to which he belongs. Ho is a member of the

Catholic church, of Knights of Honor, of the American Legion of Honor,

of the x\.ncient Order of United Workmen, of the Young Men's Benevolent
Association, of the Commercial club, of the order of Odd Fellows, of the

Knights of Pythias, of the Alhambra club, and of the Alabama state

artillery. ISIr. Dorian and wife liave two children, one son and one
daughter, klr. P. B. Dorian was elt'cti'd sheriff Mobile county, Ala.,,

without opposition August 5, 1^03, wdiich office he still holds.
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Carnot C. Douci.as, tax assessor of Mobile county, ''’as born in

Mobile, August 27, His father, Sidney T. Douglas, died in Febru-

ary, 1808. For many years prior to his death he was a iirominent insur-

ance agent in Mobile.’ The mother of Carnot C. Douglas was Elizabeth

Bolles, a native of Pendleton district. S. C., she is still living. Mr
Douglas was reared and educated in ^Mobile, his principal px’eceptor

being Prof. Amos Towle, an educator of reputation. From 1874 to 1884

he was employed in a clerical capacity for the Mobile & Ohio Railroad

company, and in 1885 he became chief deputy of William Brainard, then

sheriff of Mobile countjg and he continued with him until October, 1835,

when Mr. Brainard died. Mr. Douglas then entered the employ of

Zuberdier & Behan, wholesale grocers of New Orleans, in the capacity of

salesman, and remained with them two vears. In 1888 he was elected
a

tax assessor of Molnle county for a term of four years, and he is now
serving in that capacity. In politics he is a democrat, and he is a mem-
ber of the order oi Odd Fellows. He was married in 1835 to Miss Lula

Warner, of Mobile, by whom he has two children living, one son and one

daughter.

Richard Felder, chief of police of IMobile, Ala., was born at INIont-

gomery, Ala., May 10, 1815. His father, Richard Felder, wuis a native of

South Carolina, and was a farmer by occupation, and was a captain of

militia, under Gen. Jackson, in the war with the Indians. His death

occurred in 1859. Richard Felder’s mother was Jane P. Duggan, a
native, of Charleston, S. C., who died in 1886. Richard Felder was edu-

cated in private schools, at Montgomery and Tuscaloosa, and in the

spring of 1861, at the age of sixteen, he enlisted in the Confederate serv-

ice as a private soldier, in the Montgomery True Blues, a iiortion of

the Third Alabama infantry. He served with the company throughout

the war. He participated with it in some of the most important fights,

among them being Malvern Hill, Newbern and Plymouth, besides many
smaller ones. He was paroled in April, 1865, and arrived at his home on
the twentieth anniversarv of his birth. For the next five years he fol-

lowed farming in Butler and IMonlgomery counties, Ala., and in 1870

located at Mobile. Here he engaged in the storage and commission
business, first a.s a clerk, and later, on his own account, giving the busi-

ness his attention for several years. In 1885, President Cleveland

appointed Gen. William W. Alien marshal for the middle and southern

districts of AlaVxama, and Gen. Alien, in turn, appointed Mr. Felder
his deputy for the southern district, and in this capacity he acted until

1889. In this year the administvation of the government's affairs passed
back into the hands of tlie rejmblican party, and Mr. Felder was su\)er-

seded l>y a republican. However, v'hile acting as chief deputy to Gen.
Allen, he was offered tlie iiosition of chief of police, (xf the city of

^lobile, and after conferring with Gen. Alhm, and witli the mayitr. and
membei's of the city council, all of whom agreed that ho might retain hi.s
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office as deputy, and, at the same time, serve as cldef of police in Mobile.

In this dual capacity, he remained about six month.^; but since that time

he has devoted all his time to his office as chief of police of the city of

Mobile, and it is generally conceded that he has made a most excellent

officer, having given general satisfaction to rhe police officers, and to the

public. The police force of Mobile, under his able and efficient manage-

ment, and that of his xiredecessor, has become noted for the moral senti-

ment that x)eivades it, and it is recognhed as one of vhe most efficient

forces of the kind in the country. In iioliiics, Chief Felder is a demo-

crat. He is a member of Trinity Protestant Exiiscopal church, of Mobile,

and a vestryman in his church. He is a Knight of Honor, an Odd Fel-

low, a member of the Ancient Order of Fnited Workmen, and president

and treasurer of St. Martin's Guild. Mr. I’elder has been twice married,

the tirst time, to Miss Mary E. Moiiette. in K71. She died, in 1876, leav*-

ing two sons, one having died before, and one of the two she left, since

her death. In 1881, Mr. Felder married kliss Antoinette O. Belknaxi. his

Ijresent wife, by whom he has had four children, one son, and one daugh-

ter having died, and one son and one daughter still surviving. In 1881,

Mr. Felder went to New Orleans tc accept a position under the Kew
Orleans cotton exchange. In that year there was a great strike of the

emiiloyees of the cotton exchange, and men were sent for to Mobile. In

resjionse to this call, Mr. Felder went to New Oideans and acceiited the

position as weighmaster. He was told by the strikers that he would not

be allowed to work, and that, if he attemxited to do it. he would receive

, bodily harm. Mr. Felder was not, however, to be easily frightened by
threats, and jiolitely told the strikers, that he had engaged to work for

the Exchange, and was ready to iierform any service it had for him to

do. When he first entered uxion his duties as weighmaster, he was sur-

rounded by an angry mob, ui)on which he gave notice, that he would

shoot down the first man that attemxtted to Interfere with the jirogress

of the work. He gave command to his assistants to x>roceed with the

work, and the work went on without interference, the most of the strik-

ers having made uj) their minds that Mr. Felder was not to be trilled with.

This act of bravery on his part broke the Ijackof the strike, and the result

was a com})romise. under which the strikers were restored to their jiosi-

tions. The Exchange, then having no further use for Mr. Felder's serv-

ices, iiaid him ^l.uOO, and he therenjion sought another x^osition. For
two years ho acted as bookkeeper, in New Orleans, for Caxfi. A. C. Dan-

ner. In 1883, he returned uo Mobile, and for two years thereafter he
acted as agent for the New York Loan & Trust comx>any, serving in this

caxuicity until he became chief dexmty to General Allen, as above narrated,

in 188a. It will tlius be seen tiuit Mr. Felder's life has been a very
active one, and one in which lie has xi^M'foi'nied every duty imx>osod ux>on

him in a most conscientious and able manner. %
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Angelo Festorazzi, M. D., physician and surgeon of Mobile was
born in that city, June 17, 1801. lie is a son of Capt. Sylvester Pestor-

azzi, the Italian consul at ISIobile, and an old and prominent citizen. Dr.

Festorazzi was educated at St. Joseph's college. Spring Hill, Ala., from
which he graduated in l'^84. He at once entered uj)on the study of medi-

cine under the preceptorship of Dr. Rhett Goode, of IMobile, and he after-

ward completed a three years’ course of medicine in the medical college

of Alabama, graduating March 31, l'^'<7. Ho then entered the post-grad-

uate school in New York city, and there pursued his studies about three

months. At the expiration of this time he was appointed to a position

in the summer corps of physicians of the board of health of NeAV York
city. He held the position about three months, and during the winter

of 1837-8S he acted as an assistant to’the ambulance corps of Manhattan hos-

pital, New York city. He was then appointed surgeon of the out patient

department of the Chambers street hospital in the same city, which posi-

tion he held about two months. He then, in May, 1388, returned to

Mobile, passed a successful examination before the beard of censors of

the county, and has ever since practiced his jirofession in Mobile. He is

a member of the IMobile county Medical society, and is a general practi-

tioner of medicine, but gives his attention chiehy to surgery. He is a

member of the Catholic Knights of America, and of the Ancient Order of

United Workmen, and is the local medical examiner for both of these

orders. He is a member of the Catholic union and of the Catholic church.

He is assistant surgeon of the First regiment Alabama state troops, and

of the famous Lomax Rifles of [Mobile. He is member of the association

of military surgeons of the national guard of the United States, and at

its organization he was a member of the committee which drew up the

constitution and by-laws of the organization. He was appointed by Dr.

Nicholas Senn, of Chicago, piresident of the order, to respond, on behalf

of the association, to the address of welcome at the meeting of the asso-

ciation in St. Louis, April 19, 20, and 21. 1892, and he Avas apjAointed to

deliver a paper on the ••Causes and methods of prevention of camp diar-

rham, " before the meeting.

Benjamin Franklin Fitzpatrick, one of the most prominent citi-

zens of Mobile, and the head of the well-known house of B. F. Fitzpat-

rick & Co., cotton factors, was born in Morgan county, Ga., July 13, 1810.

His father was Alexander Fitzpatrick, a native of Greene county, Ga., born
July 4, 1791. He was a son of Benjamin Fitzpatrick, a native of Greene
county, also. Alexander Fitzpatrick Avas first cousin to Bimjamin Fitz})at-

rick, ex-governor and ex-United States senator from Alabama. The great-

grandfather of B. F. Fitzpatrick Avas Jose})h Fitz[)atri(dv, a native of Vir-

ginia, Avhose father was a native of Ireland. The Avife of Alexander
Fitzpatrick Avas Nancy Hill, a native of Green county, Ga.. and a daughter'

of .Tames Hill, a native of Virginia. Alexander Fitzpatrick Avas a farmer
all his life, his death occimi^ing in 1850, and his Avife dying in l''0>'. The3^
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were the ])areuts of nine children, four of whom are now living. Benja-

min P. Fitzpatrick \cas reared on the farm and received a good common
school education. About l'^37 he left the farm and went to ^Mississippi,

where he was engaged for about four years in teaching school. He was
married, in l"^<4ti, to Miss Elizabeth J. IMoore, of ^Mississippi, and then

settled on a farm in Chickasaw county, Miss., and followed farming until

the war began. He volunteered as a private soldier in the Thirty-first

Mississippi infantry, -which regiment was in Peatherstone’s brigade.

Boring's division, and Polk's corps. He was promoted to a captaincy,

and V. as wounded July 5, 1802. at the battle of Baton Rouge. Remaining
in the army until the close, he surrendered with Johnston’s army at

Greensboro. N. C., in April, 1805. At the close of the war he returned

to his farm in Mississijipi. but not succeeding in that occupation to his

desire, he removed to Mobile in 1873, and engaged in the cotton factorage

business, at which he has continued with success. After being thus

engaged a few years, he admitted to partnershii) his three sons, J. JL,

W. H., and J. M.. the firm name being B. F. Fitzpatrick & Co. He has

five sons in all, two being residents of Arkansas. Mr. Fitzpatrick is a

member of the Mobile Cotton exchange, of the Mobile cornmandery
Knight’s Templar, and of the Baptist church.

^

Samuel Palmer Gaillard. a prominent young attorney of Mobile,

Ala., was born at Perdue Hill. Monroe county, Ala.. March 26, 1856.*^ His
father was Dr. Samuel S. Gaillard. a native of South Carolina, a success-

ful
.
physician, who still resides at Perdue Hill, Ala. He served as a

captain in the Confederate army. The mother of Samuel Palmer Gaillard

was Lucy Susan Frye, a native of Monroe county, Ala. She is still living

also. Her father was John Frye, a native of }vlaine, and reared at Frye-

burg, a town named in honor of the Frye family. Senator Frye of IMaine

is a member of a branch of the same family. S. P. Gaillard received

what was equivalent to a high school education at Perdue Hill. Ala. In

1875 he moved to Mobile, and in 1''78 entered upon the study of law in

the office of Peter and Thomas A. Hamilton of 2vIobile. He Avas admitted

to the bar in MoVjilc. July 5, 1881. and at once began the practice of law

in Mobile. Avhere he has since continued. In July, l^‘-<7, he formed a

partnership with his former preceptors, the firm name becoming then

Hamilton J’ Gaillard. This firm Avas dissolA’ed November 1, 1^91, and

since then Mr. Gailhu’d has practiced alone. He Avas admitted to practice

in the supreme court of the state, Ma\- 5. 1.'<^I. In politics he is a demo-
crat, and he is an elder in the Presbyterian church. He is a Mason, and

at the present time is master of Athelstan lodge, No. 369, F. & A. M. of

Mobile. Ho is an able young hiAvyer, and occupies a high standing at

the Vmr. On his father’s side, the family is of French Huguenot
extraction.

Vivi.vx P. Gai.xes, M. D.. a practicing physician of Mobile.^ Avas born

at Mount Stm-ling, Ala., Se[)tember 21. 1>^52. His father Avas George W.
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Gaines, a merchant by occupation, who died of yellow fever in 1&53. His

father was George S. Gaines, a native of Virginia, who removed to

Alabama while it was yet a territory, and there became a prominent man.

He was one of the early settlers of IMobile, and was one of the most

extensive freeholders of that city in his day. He was a brother of Gen.

Edmund Pendleton Gaines, who distinguished himself in the battle of Erie,

during the war of 1^12. and for whose services in that war, congress

awarded him a medal. Paternally Dr. Gaines is of both Welsh and Irish

descent. His mother was Eliza C. Earle, a native of South Carolina, wbo
died in December, 1879. Her father was Dr. J. B. Earle, a native of

South Carolina, and a jihysician by profession. Maternally he is of

English descent. He received his literary education in the Centenary

Male institute of Summerfield, Ala., and upon leaving that school he

began the study of medicine. In 1870, he entered the office of Drs.

Gaines & Owen of Mobile, and in 1872 graduated from fhe Alabama
Medical college. In 1373, he graduated from the college of Physicians

and Surgeons of Hew York. He at once began the practice of his pro-

fession at Mount Sterling. Ala., and in 1880. he removed to Mobile, where
he has shice remained, and where his practice is both extensive and

profitable. He is a member of the State Medical association, and is at

present its grand counselor. He is a member of fhe Mobile county

Medical society and has served as vice-president of the society. For live

years during his residence at Mount Sterling he was president of the

board of censors of Choctaw county, Ala. For two years he was visiting

physician to the Mobile city hospital, and for one year prior to that he

was physician to the city Dispensary. He is a member of Trinity Episcopal

church, and is physician to St. Martin's Guild, which is conducted under

the auspices of that church. He is a Mason, a Knight of Pythias, and an

Odd Fellow. Of the order of Knights of Pythias he is a past chancellor,

and he is now noble grand of his lodge in Odd Fellowship. He is a

member of the I. O. of E. M., of the A. O.-U. W., of the Knights of Honor
and of the American Legion of Honor, and jiresident of the Alumni asso-

ciation of Alabama Medical college. In politics he is a democrat. Dr.

Gaines was married I^Iarch 7, 1879 to IMiss Maggie C. Tate, of Summerfield,

Ala., by whom he has four daughters.

Riiett Goode. IM. D.
.
physician and surgeon of Mobile, was born in

Mobile county, December 5, 1^52. His father Avas IMajor Garland Goode,

a native of South Carolina, who. for a period of forty years, was the

leading cotton factor in IMoliile. He died in 1888. Dr. Goode's mother
was Frances E. Burns, a native of South Carolina. Dr. Good obtained a

commercial education in Spring Hill colh'ge and entered upon the study

of medicine in 1>^()8. his preceptor l)oing Dr. ,T. T. Gilmore, a former ]u-o-

fessor of the Alabama Medical college, and graduated in K71. During
the last year of his course there he acted as demonstrator of anatomy.
In 1872, he entered upon the practice of nu'dicine in Moi)ile, where he
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has since continued. lie rose rapidly in his profession, and is now one of

the leading physicians and surgeons of the city. During the summers of

1890 and he attende.d surgical clinics in the Johns Hopkins hospital

of Baltimore. Md. He makes a specialty of surgery, and is one of the

best and leading surgeons in the south. He was demonstrator of anatomy
in the Alabama Hedical college from l8So to 1891, and, upon the death in

the latter year of Prof. C. Toxey, Dr. G<3odo was elected to succeed him
as professor of anatomy, which position he still holds. He is a member
of the IMedical as.sociation of iHabama, and is a member of its board of

counselors. Ho was president of the IMobile county iMedical society dur-

ing the year 1891. He is surgeon of the First volunteer infantry and is

president of the Manassas club of Mobile. In the yellow fever epidemic

of 1882, he served as physician of the ‘-Can't Get Away club,” of which
he is a member. He is also surgeon of the Mobile & Ohio railroad com-

pany; the Louisville & Nashville railway company
;
the East Tennessee,

Virginia & Georgia railway company; the American Casualty and Security

company, and the Mobile street railway company. He is a member of

the National association of railway surgeons. In politics he is a demo-
crat, and for several years was a member of the common council of

Mobile, and for three years alderman at large for the city. While a

member of the council he was elected mayor pro tern. He was county

physician for .years, and wa.s formerly a member of the board of health,

and also of the quarantine board of Mobile bay. For many years he was
a member of the democratic executive committee of klobile county. He
is a member of the societ}^ of Elks. Ho was married, October 28, 1886, to

Miss Mabel Wiley Hutton, daughter of Dr. W. H. H. Hutton, surgeon in

the marine hospital service. Dr. Goode and wife are the parents of one

child, Mabel Ehett Goode, aged three years.

Peter Hamilton was the eldest of the three sons of Rev. William T.

Hamilton, who, with his v;ife were natives of England, although he was
himself of Scotch ancestry. Peter was- born at Harrisburg, Penn.,

November 7, where his father was teaching school. The family

were later at Philadelphia, whei-e the Rev. Mr. Hamilton taught school

and studied for the ministry, going thence as }>astor to the Presbyterian

church at Newark in 1‘-<2.‘1. Peter thence went with his younger brother.

Thomas A. Hamilton, in 1829, to a school at South Hadley. Mass., and
then attended Princeton college. New Jersey, from lb32-5. There,

although not a hard student, he paid much attention to mathematics, and
aided Dr. Joseph Henry in those experiments in sending messages by

electricity which ante-dated Morse. He took second honor when he grad-

uated in 1865. The family then moved to Mobile, having a rough sea

trip on the shi}) Hector, Rev. Mr. Hamilton being called to the Presby-

terian church tliere. From that time until his death Peter Hamilton
lived at the Hamilton place on Government streets This is a typical,

spacious southern mansion surrounded by oaks and magnolias, built by
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his father in 1839 on virgin soil, bought aiterward oy Mr. Hamilton,

and now the residence of his own son. Mr. Hamilton always retained a

fondness for the scones of his youth, and Princeton, and ]»articularlj"

Philadelphia, were his frerpient resorts in atrer life when business or

pleasure called him to the north. Mr. Hamilton r-jad law at I\Iobile

under Daniel Chandler, and came t(j the bar in 1338. He was an insatiate

reader and student, but his modesty kept him m the background at first,

and like many other young lawyers tie made hardly a living for some
years. He taught school at the Barton academy for awhile, and scholars

of his still living testify to his kindness, accuracy and firmness. In his

professional career he was at first associated w'ith Daniel E. Hall, and in

1840, G. P. Lindsay joined the firm. Mr. Hall abandoned general practice

for the case of W. H. Kennedy's hr>irs vs. J. Kennedy’s executors, his

wife being a plaintiff in fhat great and successful land litigation, whi^h
began- in 1839, and later Mr. Lindsay was killed in a steamboat accident.

Mr. Hamilton made his first appearance about 1844, 'before the Alabama
supreme court, then sitting at Tuskaloosa, in the case of Hodges vs.

Daw'es, found in 0 Alabama Report, 21,3. Chief Justice Collier, after hear-

ing him on that occasion said to a by-stander that this young man would
make his mark. In the Kennedy case Mr. Hamiiton, as w'ell as his

younger brother Thomas, took much of the testimony for the complainant.

This brother read law' under John A. Campbell, and after becoming a

partner of S. G. Fisher, a genial man and extensive practitioner, secured

the admission of Peter also to tliat firm in 1848. After the death of Mr.

Fisher the next year, the two brothers remained in partnership, and so

ahvays continued under the name of Hamiltons. Peter Hamilton was
assigned the chancery. United States, and .si;preme court business of the

firm, and thus wms throwm in close contact wfith John A. Campbell, the

leader of the Alabama bar, the two men becoming life long friends. In

1847, he was, as a whig, ‘elected to the legislature. Notes still preserved

by his family show that he carefully studied all important measures that

came up, spoke often and to the point, then, as aUvays after, advocating

conservative legislation. From 4><51, he was acting U. S. district

attorney (taking the place of J. G. S. "Walker, his wufe’s kinsman, who
w'as district attorney at Mobile), and as such conducted the proceedings

to condemn the eastern end of Dauphin Island at the mouth of klobile

bay for use as a fort foi' the United States. He was, from about l^OO,

in one way or another, associated with the M. &. O. railroad company, as

director, counsel, vice-president, practically its manager, at tlie close of

the war, long its attorney afterward, and the leading solicitor for the

creditors and receiver in the foreclosure j)roceedings of 1875-0, wdtich

resulted in the issue (tf debentures which gave its creditors the 'control of

the voting })ower of that corporation. He was in fact connected with the

road’s litigation so long as he remained in active practice. Amopg the

men prominent in tlie early history of this company were Sidney Smith,
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Charles P. Ga"e, Duke W. Goodixiau and I'.Iosos Waring', all close friends

and frequent clients of liis. Among tho more celebrated cases with which

Peter Hamilton was connectetl was Dunn vs. In. O. raia’i-ad, in which he suc-

cessfully opposed municipal extravagance (iil Ala. Report. 12S), and

Levrich vs. 'Mobile, and Huiter vs. Waring, in whicii. he defeated the

attempts of the city to appropriate the .wharfs long owned by private cit-

izens, and resulting in their purclrase 'o\- the municipal authorities by

means of bonds sPill outstaiuling. P’-obably as '.veil known were his

attempts to preserve intact the old Mobile school .system from legislative

interference, and the suit of Reid vs. Moulton, 'where he was in personal

danger in the lower court, and in that above s partisan bench in violation

of chancei'3' jurisprudence investigated a contested election, and laid

down principles which the supreme court, a few years later, overruled,

on the lines of his contention (50 Ala. Report, 439, 54 Ala. Ruiiort

320). These were troublous times. "Inter anna silent leges.” Corruption

and violence ruled legislatures and courts. Mr. Hamilton's

intrepiditv' in the discharge of his duties as a law.yer, withstood state and
Federal judges, and in judicial conflicts with Judge Busteed on the United

States circuit bench he made even that autocrat respect if not fear him.

In Waring vs. Lewis (53 Ala. Report, bl5) he saved his friend, Ma.sas

Waring, from the liability for trust inouov invested in Confederate secur-

ities, and previously in Ivl. A O. R. R. vs. Thomas (42 Ala., 672), he par-

ticipated in a great legal battle, and reversed a large judgment for the

plaintiff in a damage suit. Later came Wright vs. Swann, and Clarke

110 U. S., 590, 602), validating attacked receiver's certificates of the Ala-

bama & Chattanooga R. R.. and the long contested cases of Moog vs.

Insurance Cos., in wdiich his side was finally successful in defeating

claims for insura.nce on a vessel fraudulently- loaded and burned. Mr.
H aniilton’s masterly presentation of the circumstantial evidence against

the plaintiff on the first trial of the Moog case, was his last great speech,

and to D. C. Anderson and T. A. Hai'nilton are due the final results of

this litigation. One of the most picturesque incidents of his profess-

ional career was whore he, a Presbyterian, on behalf of an Episcopal
bishop, secured the annulling of a Catholic father's death bed will, which
authorized priests to remove, to a foreign country-, children long cared

for by an Episcojial orphan asylum. The Catholic priest, Avho w-as

Henry St. Paul's client in that case, stepped up to Mr. Hamilton in the

Mobile probate court, after 'Having heard his luminous discussion on the

law of guardianshi]), and exclaimed, "What a grand bishop of the church
you would make, IM. Hamilton.” (Desribes vs. Wilnier, 69 Ala., 25.) In

the great case of Stein vs. Bienville Co. (32 Federal Reporter, >'76; 34

Federal Reporter 145. and afterward in the supreme court, 141 TJ. S.,

67), Mr. Hamilton laid the fonndation and wi'ote the argument which
overturned a moui^poly- and g.ive pure water to (Mobile, and one of the

touching things of his three last y'oars of illness wa.s the struggle of the
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£?reat laM'yer to study tlie causo whose presentation in court was then

beyond his physical powers. But as a statesman and jurist iSIr. Hamil-

ton ranked as high as he did as a lawyer. .Before the war he was a

whig, and always an admirer of Webster. He opposed secession, but

was of course loyal to his people when that measure was carried. He
was not in the army. Like all other whigs, he became a conservative

democrat after the war and bore his jiart in the struggle against radical

misrule. The final rescue of Alabama from negro domination occurred

in 1874, but there were great men before Agamemnon. The brilliant

fight made by Hamilton, Little, Anderson, Martin, Cobb and others in

the legistature of 1872, during the term of D. P. Lewis, the last republi-

can governor, roused the state, stirred up democrats who had been luke-

warm before, and thus led to the great victory under Houston in 1874.

Mr. Hamilton was elected to the state senate in 1872, and until he left

that body, in 1670, he was the unquestioned leader of the legislature.

There were at first two legislatures, and, as the sole democratic com-
missioner to Washington, he arranged with Attorney General Williams a

settlement which united them. The state was bankrupt, and he drew
the bill to fund the domestic debt. At the request of the committee in

charge he wrote atone sitting and without other aid than his prodigious

memory what Speaker D. C. Anderson calls “the most complicated and diffi-

cult piece of legislation in all the history of the state.the act of February 23,

1876,” which ratified tlie settlement effected by commissioners with holders

of the -foreign debt and providing the mode of carrying it into execution.

(Acts 1875-6, pp. 130-149). This funded not only the several bond issues

of the state but also its obligations on account of endorsement of the

A. & C. K. R. debt, and adjusted all the liens, suits, and trusts therewith

connected. This great bill was enacted without a change, in the exact

form in which it left his hands, and no error has ever been discovered in

its many provisions. In 1879 and afterward he aided in the settlement

of the Mobile city debt to the satisfaction of both debtors and creditors,

and himself drew those wise provisions of the act which placed the

administration of the trust therein created in the hands of the chancery
court. (Acts 1880-1, p. 329.) In 1^82 he was, without his .solicitation,

returned to the lower house of the legislature. There he was the soul

of the joint committee which sat in Mobile and framed the revenue laws

that with but few changes are still in force, and to him was due the com-
plete separation therein of what he called the machinery and the rev-

enue provisions. Some years later, at the request of Judge Brickell, he
as assistant commissioner, aided in the preparation of the Alabama code
of 1886. His wonderful breadtli of mind, depth of knowledge, keenness
of insight and force of expression marked him out as perhaps the most
rounded man in the pulilic history of the state, and naturally made him
thought of for liigh ollice. He more than once refused a place on the state

supreme bench, and President Hayes is said to have hesitated between the
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conservative Hamilton and tlic reiiubiican Harlan for the supreme court of

the United States. Admirers more tiian once urged him for senator, but at

first the times were adverse and as he always refused to seek any office, oth-

ers more versed in political methods secured the position and prevented

his serving the state in the place where he would have reflected most

honor uiion her. As a citizen lie took an active interest in all public

matters, and to him most of all was due the origin of the IMobile board of

trade and of the iSIobile Bar library. He was twice married, the first

time to Miss Anna M. Beers, in 1842, by whom he had two daughters and

two sons. After her death he married, in 1802, Caroline Goodman, and she

was the com]ianion of his later and more famous years, dying after him,

in 1892, without issue. On a professional visit to Washington in March,

1885, to argue the railroad commission' case (116 U. S.. 307), he was
stricken with apoplexy, and only after many days could be taken home.

The associate counsel announced to the court their inability to present the

case in his absence, and argument was deferred until fall, when John A.

Campbell took his place, although he also filed a brief. He gradually

recovered sufficiently to transact all ordinary business, but could not after

ward endure the strain of the court room or of protracted labor. His

heart gradually gave way, and after many serious attacks he died a Chris-

tian death, early in the morning of November 22, 1888, in the home and

amid the family be loved so well. Mr. Hamilton, in personal appearance,

was tall and well built, and in di’ess neat and refined. He wore a beard all

over his face, but it was usually kept short. His eyes wore grey and
kindly, his rare smile pleasant, his manner quiet and unobtrusive. He
usually seemed absorbed in thought, but at home and among friends was
a delightful converser on any subject. He was a devoted son, husband,

brother and father, and his character lovable in every way. In public

speaking he was deliberate and commanding, never flurried, and always
threw a flood of light, often from the- most unexpected directions, on
whatever subject he discussed. He used no rhetoric and convinced by
marshalling facts and principles in the most effective manner. He was
indefatigable in the preparation of any case, working until late at night

at home, x-u-cferably to his office. He argued on a few leading decisions

rather than on case law in general, and drew freely from the principles

underlying all laws and systems. The origin and growth of jurispru-

dence. political science and political economy were his favorite studies,

and history, mental science, matliematics, and logic, his chief recreation.

He was. it is true, a great novel reader, but it was for relaxation rather

than for pleasure. He would read one novel after another with little dis-

crimination and hardly cared to remember even their names. His firm law
library was well equipped, and his private library at home numiiered

several thousand volumes, being especially rich in the subjects named.
He was not a church member, but was a r(\gular attendant of tfie I’resby-

terian church and a firm believer and practitioner of its precepts. The



.hU.hr. f,ji ' ‘r: ano:MW -il-C

-Mnyiii^rr. (Jill lUioilouti-n orfJ bm: aotHmcH ovItr/r^fJOD

;u U'd .•'Oionoi^ 'lo't nJti! b‘>T:.-fn yrMf<) friufJ yiom boJiiiU on'J

.j'l ', M 1. ^n»j if'Kv ui bo «v.w!ti.yrf y«‘iyv(iK B'^'/r n'nai) orij .U'rft

> b/tr. noiiih<-M-i -bU h<i'w >o< iilmdiBeit IrnttHi^q at ino/n ki9

, I.u'oyfiM ovmi Mmow yil 'VK-ff// umbf .(f 3'ii? -.rriv'iye. «J.f

..,jjj,
.f

;;i a. ovh?..: ni> icK»i /! ftX;- .'!«>rf no.pi -looorf

(' '.'i.'"'J
*1*^ .'r'’i' ' '

'''! 'Jm!' S)i‘
'

' 'l>'.’»^t iTfiit Ot bUirt

,'U! y'fj J.'':>tT;/..fi 'y/rrrl y.frv .

'”< /vu: ' ( •ibH lo bn/i .oJjJjTt

It, ': K.^:uiiv?rj'!b 07/3 htd bA laoiiv. vd ui .M biiuA oJ 9uiii

!,f,f. ,r -yvhu'ui MfiUtvi/;0 "?)>•< n» I .<W.jr. " ^ /itr. •f'. ' :.-rf .8003 Ov4

(tnii nyjjtj3 •-‘ft/vi;t >'jKmv gj/omfli y'Oiu lute -O'-dsi sift io uoiaixjwoy Oil3 *«>«

’ff-r.cIA in: l\oiv.alAr.. lf .; *j; ?7 Ifi0ol8«‘.lo-i‘! »<> .-‘xM jtroiljtv/ .W8f si

-ir./r '/i! Ih*’'’! ' ‘fi ’xivu'^'>rfjip.T(v7 be;'’'fnjrt' yi’J oo>v*^J 03 MBl

.ii'iOi* undijs'r.ci .v>r/tj> v.oiim' 'iyiji’- \l0O ndliv/' 0O#arlJ«

• 'll) ja'/riniq oT viHid/tni •d'-i'l! 3'u/n;) -hH ci [yrmiiouaii lomwoo biTV

• .iJiVt !13rtn b-v;r-5'.>b t-T-/- A<-;'/i(ur cii ban /rinBrcId ahi ni ow'>

/n •rfn:i<' '.H r ' 'd h bulft :>U dWi'd^Uio .y.iilq eti'.iC >[003 ffyr(q«;cO

^(IT 'O'b J
‘ .V

[

I'"' 'lo tM'X'q ^'Hoj’i 7)M il't hhiiT^r .’ifl dn,ot‘0'>

• ^•j'r!''; {'*''![» Oft .'.:! iijlt;: 7,(td«r 1*/:'^ Jiftiiu

b'lr '
'

q'tft'TiOU? Uilt fji (.d.tjlob ITflW.

1:.:7X
v..^ n'.7oi yd xVmn\ odi hkm

!!(• r. :;HdVyu;.'// hU .[.uiii^'X bit: ^^-rih iu hii& >Ho(f IiftW biir lUrr

iiu:. 7 MTU. •ivv; ?jl:; ..‘'Jv.rfB b{^>A '/lieTtHf 31 tiid' <r>A\ «tirf 19VO '

9jI 77?f"" ' '.7 b/!jv 'fyii.',’ ’•rjnetn .-dr ..tnixt.'fb,' v»i/j0-; s'tiJ'3 >i[rf

a:: oorod i.: Jo--! iV !r..,4o>>d0 V)m07K ^dmsw

i', i, ;, .{ i,.v,jf. . = .h >.j;-j? -Al. /,^WJ ittO UWf «

'dniwq ;t.[

n!f'!^!«oil7yvr'lv^ >ul3 0JO'> »v»rto ,3.d-U ^adioon «

v.-r i'-oo/'.-vn;,.- ;, I';; •.;-jw,.i,h i,uf bBcu >Ai’ od 3ooj[;dn8

^,,,. ,

,.,].J^ .'f -On73itil i.)-) 733 ij .trtUOI 7lU »7i 3*»rtji*7ni‘i(j bu.H 83,7i{1 l.I

til: 'b»
i-)jU or

’

,.H • J-hl oi fJ'In'vAuui .Boxod .t«

;u/s3 ,Ij3*S''i'n'‘'7 *»/ 7,7;:- no neilj inrf.Jfi’t

T ,r.iiV7)»V7> bil.t lir, «iTi'c[-5ob00

-JM tr.'Jjlioq h»i3 nyij.ti-jA l[ii73tcfoq .brn^b

imu'jkftsw liiUiBcn ,^*103 3id bhji

‘vbfidi -t'7YOii a ai 31 ,»i57' sH

-Mil, -dtill i!,1i 7/ T>d:i'’'iin 19% i:-7o.i uad in3w Jt.bn'V/ ol! .fnnftn'dq 'nd oJiti3

v.f){i drtis : IH .^yaf;;n7ii“dt nyv7 ''-lat'uo'.*'. or fi‘/'trJO 7jfo'U»!l Ibin nodcfimiriD

i,y/‘7dinij.i Vieod le viro-UI oiiv/i^q ^tid bfu; M><iubipo Ub'/t (fMjr ^yidil

b‘nt(na od» fli d7 h. ydiod ,»n,jt(iiqv hn/rawodt /ori

.vd-K-.-rh ^ull 'k> .:0f!b.io»30 ii *t>7/ .ntd d-oiwrld n Jo0 7?ir7r aH

'.I IT V> {iir>i'. tM btr,7 TyTuHod iraB .«> dy’ir/flo ooiv-d

,..,^ ,. J,,.;.1 ,;
w

. itidirrol f'«B lodtoid

-,v,ri'if.(:. •t'jvu.'i ,'-.i,i'bii60mi\i'' bi-ir. aur$-9itl\ohkm'

' .' .* i ;

;iH O't |f!7T7 7af‘!7 :\f;

:fO-7b' :- n 1 l•'d
’ 77 '»'l

/'• rro

^ •' 7t 'JJ > 7l<{
^:-id 'dO^iV 7b,u:I t 3;

• iHi

»

..f'' al h > J)7/o'iS biu: ai'iij''/

-,:>
1.1

1

:. fljil ct'nA rid f ' Vii!0;i '

y;,.‘.'vn "r-did'j riid ,7i:vd hir.: ,c'

util i'’> Iioi 1 70l hu‘J•f tf



PERSONAL, -MEMOIRS—MOBILE COUNTY. 545

tributes to him by the bar of Mobih\ by publle bodies, ond by the press

of the whole state, were many and sincere*. Kis pure and exalted cdiar-

acter is a legacy of which the commonwealth as vreil as his family are

proud, for the short inscription oq the granite sdaft abo'v^e his tomb,

words spoken of him by his surviving brother when once redating his

life, tells but the simple truth; ‘‘In every relation of life, whether jjublic

or private, he was all that a man .should be."

Leopold Hammel, a leading merchant of Mobile, ajid the head of the

firm of L. Hammel & Co., the largesr retail dry goods house in the city,

v/as born in Germany in 1850. He came to the Cnited States in 1865. and

settled in Mobile. He at first took a position as clerk with Goldstuker&
Strauss, dry goods business, who were succeeded by Agnew, Strauss &
Co., and they were succeeded by Strauss & Co., Mr. Hammel remaining

through the several changes connected with the business. In 1873,* he

himself succeeded Strauss & Co., and v.as at that time loca,ted at what is

now No. 73 Dauphin street, in a small store room. In 1880 he removed
to Nos. ^65 and 67 Dauphin street, and more recently he located at Nos.

61 and 69, uniting all the numbers in one store room. In 1880 Mr. ISIarcus

Lyons became a member of the firm, and has since died, and his interest

in the business was purchased by Mr. Hammel. He transacts a general

retail business in dry goods, notions and millinery. The upper part of

the house is devoted to carpets, mattings and house furnishing goods in

general. His is decidedly the largest retail house in the city. He
employes about 125 people. He is a scockholder in several institutions,

but devotes his entire time and attention to his dry goods business, and
his annual transactions are estimated at between 8300,000 and 8400,000.

William J. Hearin, banker of Mobile. Ala., was born in Clarke county,

Ala., in January, 1825. His father was Robert Hearin. a native of South
Carolina, and his mother was Nancy Mayfield, also a native of South
Carolina. They emigrated to Alabama in 1819, the same year in which
Alabama was admitted into the Union. Leaving school at the age of

eighteen, on account of the death of his father, young Hearin took chai'ge

of the farm, and continued to conduct it till the breaking out of the war.

In February, 1862, he entered the service of the Confederate States as

captain of company A, Thirty-eighth Alabama infantry, which company
he had himself raised in Clarke county, Ala. He served as captain of the

company till the battle of Chickamauga, when he was promoted to be

major, and soon afterward on the resignation of the colonel of the regi-

ment he was promoted to be lieutenant-colonel, which rank he continued

to hold until the termination of the war. During his term of service he
participated in some of the great battles of the war, among them those at

Ft. Gaines, Chickamauga, besides several minor battles and skirmisnes.

After the close of the conllict. Col. Hearin removed to Mobile, and
engaged in the cotton commission business, in which he has continued

till the present time. He served in the state h'gislature of Alabama two
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terms, those of lS50-6o, and l''61-6)2. He M’tis a member of the old city

board, and was its chairman. He was also one of the commissioners

appointed by the governor to adjust the city debt. In IS'^5 he was elected

president of the Mobile Savings bank, which position he still holds, and

he has for the past tifteen .years been president of the Stonewall Fire

Insurance compan.v. Col. Hearin was married in to Susannah Glid-

don, daughter of John S. Gliddon of Mobile, by whom he has had four

children, two of his sons being in business with him.

James iM. Henderson, real estate dealer in Mobile, was born Decem-

ber 10, 1841!, in Warren county. Miss. He received his early education in

his native county. Leaving school at the age of seventeen, he entered

the Confederate service as a private soldier, enlisting in company K,

First ^Mississippi artillery, and serving therein until April 9, 1S65, when
he was captured at Blakely, Ala, During the time of his service in the

Confederate army he iiarticipated in several of the important battles of

the war. He was in the battle at Vicksburg, in ls62. when the Confederate

ram, Arkansas, passed through the Federal fleet from the mouth of the

Yazoo to the city: at Port Hudson, in 1SG3; Atlanta, 1861; Blakely. 1865,

beside others of minor importance. After the war was over he devoted

himself to farming in Warren county, IMiss., until 1867. He then went to

Kansas City, and remained there one and a half years. He was then

two years in southwest Missouri, engaged in the grocery business. In

October. 1874, he removed to Mobile, and became a clerk for three years,

and afterward bookkeeper for eight years, for Oates & Hotter, grain deal-

ers. He then went into the real estate business for himself, and has

been thus engaged ever since. He was married, in July, 1873, to Miss
Eugenia C. Haig, daughter of George Haig, a native of South Carolina,

by whom he has two children. Bessie and. Robert M.

James J. Hendon, IM. D.. physician and surgeon of IMobile, was born
in Carroll county, Ga., November 13, 1853. His father was James H.
Hendon, a native of Georgia, and a farmer by occipiation. His father

was Elijah Hendon. The mother of J. J. Hendon was Diademah Smith,

a native of Geoi’gia, and her father was Gabriel Smith. Both parents of

Dr. Hendon are now living in St. Clair count\g Ala. He took a high
school education, and in 1876 began the business of life as a school

teacher, teaching and attending school alternately for several years. In

1881 he took up the study of medicine under the instructions of Dr. D. E.

Cason, of Ashville, Ala. He. took a full course of medicine at the IMed-

ical college of Alabama, and gradauted in 18^6. He at once began the

practice of medicine in Mobile, where he has since remained, and where
he is in possession of a lucrative practice. He is a memb('r of the

Mobile count}' Medical society and the Alabama state kledical associa-

tion. He is a member of the democratic party, and tlie Methodist Epis-

copal church, south. Ho is an Odd Fellow, and a member of theJvniglits

and Ladies of Honor, and of the Legal Friendship. He was married
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October 14, 18S5, to Miss Laura A. Moore, of Mobile, by whom^he has-

two children, both daug'hters. Dr. Hendon is the proprietor of a drug^

store which he conducts in connection with his practice, which is very

extensive.

William H. Holcombe, sheriff of Mobile county, was born in that county,

July 19, 1854. His father was Albert D. Holcombe, a native of Georgia,

who died in 18t)3. He was the son of Henry B. Holcombe, a native of

Virginia. William H. Holcombe's mother was Claudine Gosson, a native

of Mobile county. She is still living. Her father, .John Gosson, was a

native of Louisiana, and of French descent. William H. Holcombe was
educated in the private and public schools of Jtlobile county. Thi'oughout

his youth he was variously employed, selling -wood, clerking, working at

railroad construction, and in fact anything that he could lind to do. In

1880 he was appointed deputy sheriff by Peter Burke, then sheriff *of

Mobile county, and held that office two years. He was then appointed a

member of the board of county commissioners by Governor O'Neal, and

I

served out an unexpired term, which lasted about three years. He was
then a])pointed in 1885 by Willis G. Clark chief inspector of customs for

the port of Mobile, and served under Mr. Clark, who was then collector

of the port. While still acting in this capacity in 1833 Mr. Holcombe
was elected sheriff of Mobile county, and he still retains the office. His

term expires in 1892. In politics he is a democrat, and has never scratched

a ticket. He is a farmer and gardner by occupation, and his home is still

on the old Holcombe homestead, three and a half miles from Mobile. He
served as a member of the democratic executive committee of Mobile

county for a number of years, and has twice been a delegate to the state

conventions of his party. He is a Knight of Pythias, an Odd Fellow, a

Knight of Honor and a member of the xVncient Order of United Work
men. He was^married June 17, 1875, to Miss Shannon Luker, of Mobile,

by whom he has one daughter.

Charles Lowndes Huger, one of Mobile's prominent citizens, and

president of the Mobile Cotton exchange, and of the Mobile Cotton Com-
press association, was born at Spring Hill, a suburb of Mobile, April 27,

1844. He is a son of John Middleton and Elizabeth Allen (Deasi Huger,

the former of whom was a native of South Carolina, and the latter of

whom was the daughter of James Sutherland Deas of South Carolina.

Charles L. Huger was educated princi]uilly at the universit3’^ of Louisiana,

now the Tulane university', in New Orleans. He also attended one of the

French schools of that city'. In 1801 he entered the Confederate army',

as a member of the Crescent rilles. and subsequently' he became adjutant

of the First Louisiana infantry'. In h'^'O.') he was appointed ordnance officer

on the staff' of B. M. Thomas, witli tlie rank of major. In April, 1^05.

he was taken prisoner at Blakely', opposite iSIobile, and for about two
months he was held a lu’isoner at Fort Gaines on Dauphin Island. At

33
^
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the close of the war, Maj. Huger lor-ated at Mobile, and engaged in the

business of coini)ressing cotton, and he has ever sivice >^een thus engaged.

He is a member of the Manassas and Athelstan clubs and of numerous
other organizations and societies. He was married, in l-'u'?, to Miss Ruth
Dargan, daughter of the late Judge E. S. Dargan. who was r. member of

the Alal)ama supreme court, and who also represented his state in both-

the Federal and Confederate congre.sses. To his marriage with Miss

Dargan. Col. Huger has had four children, all of Avhom sundve.

Daniel Elliott Huger, a prominent citizen and cotton merchant

of Mobile, was born in Camden, S. C., Xovember 30, 183(3. He is the son

of John Middleton and Elizabeth Allen (Deasi Huger, the former of Avhom

was a native of Sonth Carolina, and was the son of Judge Daniel Elliott

Huger, who was born in Charleston, S. C., and was the son of Gen.

Isaac Huger, an officer in the Revolutionary Avar, ao'l of Huguenot ances-

try. The mother of Mr. Huger Avas the daughter of James Sutherland

Deas, of South Carolina. About 1840. John M. Huger moA’ed his family

to St. Mary’s parish. La., Avhere he engaged in sugar planting until

about the beginning of the A\-ar. He then reinoAmd to NeAv Orleans.

About 1884, he remoA'ed to XeAV York city, Avhere he noAV resides. His

wife died in 1800. They Avere the parents of ten children, six of Avhom
still surviA’e. Daniel Elliott Huger Avas reared in St. Mary's Parish, La.,

and Avas educated at Drennon, Springs Ky. About 185U he came to Ala-

bama, locating in Mobile, and engaged in comniercial business, in Avhich

he continued until the beginning of the Avar. He became first sergeant

of company A, Third Alabama infantry, in 1861, served through the Avar

in the Avestern army, being promoted to position after position, until he
reached the rank of colonel of the Sixty-second regiment. After the

close of hostilities. Colonel Huger returned to IMobile and re-engaged in

the cotton business. in Avhich he has eA'er since continued.. He is a mem-
ber of the IMobile county E.xchange, and Avas one of its organizers. He
has been its ]u’esident three different times. Colonel Huger Avas married,

in 1(^61, to Miss Hattie BreA'ard IVithers. daughter of tliat distinguished

soldier, IMaj.-Gen. Jones iM. IVithers of the Confederate army. By
this marriage Colonel Huger has tAvo daughters.

Harry T. Inge, M. D., a ])racticing pliysician of l^Iobile, Ala., Avas

born in Greene county, Ala., September 2t>, 1^61. His father Avas IVilliam B.

Inge, a natiA’e of Alabama. Avho died in 1''72. An extended notice of

Ibis gentleman may be found in connection Avith the sketch of Hon.
Z. M. P. Inge, elscAvliere in this nvork. Harry T. Inge graduated from
the university of Alabama, in 18''1, and at once he entered the medical
department of the university of Virginia, and tln-re took his first course
in h'Ctures. In the fall of 1^'^2, he entered the medical department of the
university of the city of XeAv York, from which he gradiiatcd in 1^^3.

He at onc(.' Vjogan the ])ractice of medicine in Mobile, Avlicro. lie has
since continued to folloAV liis ])rofessioa. In the fall of he took a
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post-graduata course in the New York Polyclinic institute. He is a mem-
ber of the Mobile county Medical society, and the Alabama state Medical

association. In l'^s4, he was elected a counselor of the Alabama state

Medical association, and still serves in that capacity. He was elected

alternate orator of the State Medical association, in 1^S(3. and in 1899, he

'was elected orator of the association. In 1890, he was elected president

of ihc Mobile county Medical society, and president of the quarantine

board of ^Mobile bay. He is ])hysiciaii in charge of the Protestant

orphan asylum, a position he has held for seven years. He has con-

tributed several articles to medical journals. In politics, he is a demo-

crat, and is an Odd Fellow, a Knight of Pythias, a member of the Ancient

Order of United Workmen, and of the Im[)roved Order of Red Men. He
is a member of the IMethodist Episcopal church, south, and was married

June 27
, 1883, to Miss Belle Peterson, of Greensboro. Ala., b}- whom he

has four sons. In personal appearance. Dr. Inge is a striking figure,

being six feet four inches in height, weighing 240 pounds, and is, withal,

a well projiortioned man.

Hon. Zebulon Montgomery Pike Inge, attorney-at-law of Mobile,

was born in Greene county. Ala.. February 7, 18.'>b. His father was
Maj. William B. Inge, a native of North Carolina, and a planter by
occupation. He was a graduate of the universitj" of Alabama, and was
the first matriculant of that institution. He was a son of Dr. Richard

Inge, a native also of North Carolina, a physician by profession, who
removed to Alabama the same year in which the state was admitted into

the Union. He died in 1873. His father, whose name was also Richard
Inge, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and refused to accept a

pension, saying that he did not charge his country anything for his serv-

ices. This remark brought him into general notoriety. He was a

natu/e of England, having come to America with his parents when he
was but a child. His wife was Elizabeth Herndon, a native of Alabama,
who died in I'^Gl. Her father was Thomas H. Herndon, a native of "V^ir-

ginia, and a merchant by occupation. He was of English ancestry. The
Herndon family is numerousl}' represented throughout the several states,

and many of them have been prominent citizens. Z. M. P. Inge gradu-

ated from the Southern university, at Greensburo, Ala., in l^'Io. at the

age of nineteen years. In the fall of the following jmar he entered the

university of Virginia, and there spent one year in the law department.
He was admitted to the bar in October. H7I). and for one year thereafter

continued his law studies in the oftice of Herndon & Smith, of Mobile,

the former being his uncle and the latter his uncle-in-law. In 1^77 he
entered upon tlie practice of law in Mobile, where he has since con-

tinued and where he is recognized as a prominent and able attorney. He
was admitted to the su]>reme court of the state December 4, and to

the United States court at Mobile .January 8, ls''4. He is a meiiibor of

the state Btir association. In he was apj)ointed trustee of the
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Mobile city boml holders, which position he still holcls.^ lie is local

attorney for the Southern Building and Loan association of Huntsville.

Ala. Politically he is a democrat, and in 18'^! he was elected to the

state legislature without opijosition, being nominated by the straight-out

democrats, and being subsequently indor.sed by the independents and by
the republicans. He was the only man on the straight ticket that was
elected. He resigned tlie office in the fall of in order that he might be

eligible to the appointment of tri;stees of the city bond holders. While he
served in the legislature he was a member of the ways and means committee
and the committee on the levision of laws. He has frequently been a

delegate to the state conventions of his party, and was for several years

secretary of the democratic executive committee of Mobile county. In

connection with the trusteeship which he holds, it may be stated that

when he was apixdnted the bonds were quoted under 50 per cent., while

now the\' are above 90. He has been prominently identified with the

mystic societies of Mobile, whose objects are to celebrate Mardi Gras
carnival, and he is a member of the Chi Phi college fraternity. He was
married December 4, 1878, to Miss Nona Johnston, of Hale county, Ala.,

and is the father of fotir children living, two of whom are sons. Mr.

Inge was named for his great-uncle, Zebulon IMontgomei’y Pike Inge, a

contemporary of Gens. Grant, Early. Jackson, etals., at West Point, who
wms killed at the battle of Reseca de la Palma in the Mexican war, and
who. was named for Gen. Zebidon Montgomery Pike of Revolutionary

fame, and the discoverer of Pike's Peak, which bears his name.

George Augustus Ketchum, M. D., is one of the most eminent and
successful physicians of Alabama. He was born in Augusta, Ga., April 0,

1825. The family of which he is a member is of Welsh ancestry, and
first settled in America in New Brunswick. Ralph Ketchum. the father

of Dr. Ketchum, was born on Long Island in ITsO, and w’as married in

1807 in the city of New York to Christina Colden Griffiths, a daughter of

General Griffiths, an officer in the British army, whose family was
related to the Coldens of New' York and also to the Cadwalladers of

Penns^'lyania. Ho subsequently moved to Georgia and became a cotton

merchant in Augusta, where five sons were born to him, all of whom
became prominent in southern history. Richard Colden Ketchum was a

distinguished Presbyterian minister, and mariied a daughter of Judge
A. B. Longstreet. Maj. William B. Ketchum commanded a battery of

artillery in the Confederate service. Charles E. Ketchum became colonel

• of the Thirty eighth Alabama infantry. Capt. John R. Ketchum was
killed in the battle near Atlanta. Tlie family moved to Mobile in 1835.

Dr. George A. .Ketchum was educated by private tutors. He was about

to enter the sophomore class at Princeton when his father's failure in

business compelled him to change his plans, aud to accept a position as

assistant in the Female academy at Livingston, when ho was tittle more
than sixteen years old. He afterward read medicine with Dr. P. A. Ross,
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of Mobile, and was resident medical student in the city hospital for about

two years. In 1844-4.5 he took a course of lectures at the iSouth Carolina

Medical college. Thence he went to Philadei])hia, where he was an

interne for some four months in the Blocksicy Almshouse. He graduated

from the university of Pennsylvania in 1840, and immediately began the

practice of . his profession in Mobile. His professional success was
marked and rapid. In the yellow fever epidonics of 1847 and 1S48, he

ventured for the first time in the liistory of medicine to administer large

doses of quinine in the early stages of the disease—a practice which
afterward became very general in the southern states. In 1848 he wms
elected physician to the city hospital, and during the same year in con-

junction with Dr. J. C. Nott and oth^ws established a private infirmary

for the accommodation of sick negroes, which became quite a prosi^eroqs

institution, and continued in use untii the close of the Civil war. In 1858

he joined with Dr. Nott and others in oiganizing the Medical college of

Alabama. In this institution he was elected professor of theory and

practice of medicine, which position he still holds. In 1861, he w’as one

of four delegates sent from Mobile to the convention held in Montgomery,
which passed the ordinance of secession. He went as a volunteer surgeon

W'ith the first coinjiany of state artillery to Pensacola, and was there com-
missioned surgeon of the Fifth Alabama infantry, which regiment wms
soon ordered to Virginia. On his way through Mobile he learned that

nearly all the ithysicians of the city, had joined the army,, leaving the

people almost destitute of medical aid. At the earnest solicitation of

leading citizens he was induced to accept the post of surgeon to the home
organization formed for the defense of the city, and this position he con-

tinued to hold till the close of the war. .He has been at various times,

before, during and after the war, a member of the Mobile city council,

and in this capacity w'as one of the deputation, which in 1865 surrendered

the city to Gen. Gordon Granger. In 1847, he took part in the organiza-

tion of the Medical association of the state of Alabama, and was its first

secretary. He took part in the re-organization of the association after the

war, in 1868; was its orator in l!^7d; its president in 1874; and since that

date a member of the board of censors and committee of public health.

He has been a member of the Mobile IMedical seciety, since its organiza-

tion; and has been several times its president. He has also been a

member of the American public health association and of the American
Medical association. In 1871 he was elected president of the ^Mobile board
of health, and has been annually re-elected to that position ever since. In

1873 an! in 1874, the board of health was pushed aside by an adverse city

administration. The result was that in l'-^73 IMobile was visited by an
epidemic of yellow fever, and in 1874-7.'i, by a sweeping epidemic of small-

j)Ox, all due to the inefficiency of the temporary health autiiorities. In

November, 1874. when the peoj)le Avalred u]) to the conviction that it was
in the grasp of an epidc-mic, they clamored foi- the restoration to power
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of tlie board of health in Avhich they liad confidence, and such energetic-

steps ivere taken that the omvard march of the pestilence ^vas promptly

checked. One of the greatest services Dr. Keichum has rendered the

peojde of Mobile has been the result of elforts continued for some twenty

years to secure them an abundant supply of pure water. In recognition

of his services in this regard there has been erected to him in Bienville

square a beautiful bronze fountain, where d iy and night, the sparkling

waters sing the praises of the city's benefactor. For many years Dr.

Ketchum has had the largest and most responsible practice in INIobile.

His great success is due, at least m iiart, to his unusually cheerful and

hopeful disposition, which encourages the most despondent patient and is

certainly a most important element in the treatment of some diseases.

His professional knowledge is large and varied. Ho is a man of quick

perce})tion, sound judgment, and great resources in emergencies ;* kind

and obliging in disposition and j'ot of great firmness and decision of

character. Besides his other qualidcatirus he has a thorough understand-

ing of the political system under which we live; he has oratorical powers
of a high order; and united to this, great personal magnetism; so that if

he had chosen politics for the field of his active labors, instead of

medicine, it is certain that he would have risen to the highest rank. As
it is he has been recognized as a leader of the democratic party for the

past twenty-five years. The possession of natural genius and of great

persistence of purj)ose are the two secrets of the great success with which
his career has been crowned. Early in his career he married Miss Susan
Burton, a member of one of the original Quaker families which came over

with William Penn. He has one living child, a daughter. His family is

of great social influence in iSIobile. The following is a partial list of his

published papers : Periodicity of disease. Proceedings of the iSIedical associa-

tion of Alabama, ISol; Valedictory address. Proceedings of the Medical

association of Alabama, 1S51 ; Report on the diseases of Mobile, ibhlern
;

Annual oration. Transactions of the Medical association of Alabama, 1870;

Annua] message. The Sanitary needs of the state, ihidcm. 1^74.

Dr. Samuel Eckert Lightcap, dentist of iMobile, xVla., is a son of

Samuel Lightcap, who was born in iMontgoniery count}-, Penn., Octo-

ber 25, 1810. Samuel Lightca]) has always been a machinist and locomo-

tive engineer, which pursuits, he followed in Pennsyluania for fully half

a century. He is yet hale and hearty, and well preserved, though he is

in his seventy-sixth year. He makes his home with his son. The father

of Samuel Lightcap was John Lightcap, a native of Pennsylvania, having
been born near the city of Philadel]^hia. He was a farmer, and the son

of Jacob Lightcap, an Englishman who came to this country prior to the

Revolutionary wai-. The mother of Samuel Lightcap was Sarah Other-

holt, who was born in Pennsyh ania, but whose parents were born, reared

and married in Germany. Dr. Lightcap's mother was Mary Awn Eckert,

who was born in Pott.^towu. ^Montgomery county, Penn., February 2'J,
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isiir), and she died in the same jilace, having resided there all her life,

on October '27, 18^2. Her fatlier was Jacob Eckert, who was born in

Pennsylvania, and who was a son of AndrcAV Eckert. The Eckert family,

as is evident from the name, is of German origin. Dr. Samuel Eckert

Lightcap, was born at Pottstown, Penn., October 4. 18G0, and was the

youngest of nine children, five of whom were sons and four daughters.

Two of the sons, and two of the daughters still survive. He was edu-

cated in the public schools of his native town. and. having determined to

fit himself for the dental profession, he entered the Philadelphia Dental

college, graduating therefrom in 1883. For several years following this

he pursued his profession as a journeyman, traveling quite extensively

through the United States and Canada. In 1889, he located permanently,

at Mobile, and there engaged in business for himself, since which he

has been eminently successful, and is now one of the leading dentists

in that city. He has a very large and lucrative practice. He was mar-

ried, on September 11, 1888, to Miss Lottie Oldenburg, a native of Ber-

lin; but a resident at the time of her marriage, of Milwaukee, Wis.

Elisha B. Lott, tax collector of Mobile county, Ala., was born in

that county October 10, 1819. His father was Jesse Lott, a native of

Georgia, and a farmer by occiqmtion. who settled in Mobile county in

1800, and died in 1843. The mother of E. B. Lott was Levica Williams,

a native of Washington count}'. Ala., and she died about 1875. Mobile

county has eeen the home of E. B. Lott all his life, and he has lived in

the city of Ivlobile since November. 1838. He spent his boyhood days on

a farm, and received a common school education. He was eighteen years

old when he left his parents and moved to IMobile, and at that time his

father gave him his choice of going to Mobile or to Kentucky to attend

school. He chose to go to IMobile, and after clerking for a couiile of years

in Mobile he engaged in merchandising for himself, and followed that

line of business until 1853. In 1854 he was elected tax collector of Mobile
county, and with the exception of the ybars 1855 and 1856, and three

years during the war, he has held the office ever since. He has been
elected to the office thirteen times, and if ho finishes his present term
will have served thirty-seven years. In June, 1849. he made a trip to

California, mainly on account of the impaired condition of his health, and
returned in 1852, with health fully restored. While in California he gave
his attention i)rincipally to mining. In 1862 he entered the Confederate

service as a member of the Thirty-sixth Alabama infantry, and served
until the close of the war. coming out as a first iieutenant. He was
wounded in the right hip in the iiattle of^Chickamauga and was in conse
quence disalded three months. In politics he is a democrat, and he is a

member of, and deacon of. the St. Francis-street Baptist church of Mobile.

He is a Mason and a mend)er of the Young Men's Christian association.

He was mariiei,! January 20, It*!.', to Mis.s Mary E. Swain, of^ Mobile.
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